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TBAK^UET'nN'Q 


THE  REPORT  OF  THE  NAVAL  COURT  OF  INQUIRY  UPON  THE 

DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BATTLE  SHIP 

MAINE  IN  HAVANA  HARBOR,  FEBRUARY  15, 1898, 

TOGETHER    WITH    THE    TESTIMONY 

TAKEN  BEFORE  THE  COURT. 


March  28, 1898. — Read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Kelations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


WASHINGTON: 
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MESSAGE. 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

For  some  time  prior  to  the  visit  of  the  Maine  to  Havana  Harbor  our 
oonsalar  representatives  pointed  out  the  advantages  to  flow  ftt>ni  the 
Yisit  of  national  ships  to  the  Cnban  waters,  in  aocastoming  the  people 
to  the  presence  of  oar  flag  as  the  symbol  of  good  will  and  of  oar  shi])s 
m  the  Mfillment  of  the  mission  of  protection  to  American  interests, 
even  thoagb  no  immediate  need  therefor  might  exist. 

Accordingly  on  the  24th  of  Jannary  last,  after  conference  with  the 
Bpaoish  minister  in  which  the  renewal  Of  visits  of  oar  war  vessels  to 
Spanish  waters  was  discussed  and  accepted,  the  peninsnlar  authorities 
at  Madrid  and  Havana  were  advised  of  the  purpose  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  resume  firiendly  naval  visits  at  Cuban  ports,  and  that  in  that 
view  the  Maine  would  forthwith  call  at  the  i>ort  of  Havana. 

This  announcement  was  received  by  the  Spanish  Government  with 
appreciation  of  the  friendly  character  of  the  visit  of  the  Maine^  and 
with  notification  of  intention  to  return  the  courtesy  by  sending  Spanish 
ships  to  the  principal  ports  of  the  United  States.  Meanwhile  the  Maine 
entered  the  i>ort  of  Havana  on  the  25th  of  January,  her  arrival  beiug 
marked  with  no  special  incident  besides  the  exchange  of  customary 
salutes  and  ceremonial  visits. 

The  Maine  continued  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  during  the  three 
weeks  following  her  arrival.  No  appreciable  excitement  attended  her 
stay;  on  the  contrary,  a  feeling  of  relief  and  confidence  followed  the 
reaamption  of  the  long  interrupted  friendly  intercourse.  So  noticeable 
was  this  immediate  effect  of  her  visit  that  the  consul-general  strongly 
urged  that  the  presence  of  our  ships  in  Cuban  waters  should  be  kept 
np  by  retaining  the  Maine  at  Havana  or,  in  the  event  of  her  recall,  by 
sending  another  vessel  there  to  take  her  place. 

At  forty  minutes  past  9  in  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  February  the 
Maine  was  destroyed  by  an  explosion,  by  which  the  entire  forward  part 
of  the  ship  was  utterly  wrecked.  In  this  catastrophe  two  officers  and 
two  hundred  and  sixty-four  of  her  crew  perished,  those  who  were  not 
killed  outright  by  her  explosion  being  penned  between  decks  by  the 
tangle  of  wreckage  and  drowned  by  the  immediate  sinking  of  the  hull. 
Prompt  assistance  was  rendered  by  the  neighboring  vessels  anchored 
in  the  harbor,  aid  being  especially  given  by  the  boats  of  the  Spanish 
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cruiser  Alfonso  XII  and  the  Ward  Line  steamer  City  of  WashingUm^ 
which  lay  not  far  distant.  The  wounded  were  generously  cared  for  by 
the  authorities  of  Havana,  the  hospitals  being  freely  opened  to  them, 
while  the  earliest  recovered  bodies  of  the  dead  were  interred  by  the 
municipality  in  a  public  cemetery  in  the  city.  Tributes  of  grief  and 
sympathy  were  offered  from  all  official  quarters  of  the  island. 

The  appalling  calamity  fell  upon  the  people  of  our  country  with 
crushing  force,  and  for  a  brief  time  an  intense  excitement  prevailed, 
which  in  a  community  less  just  and  self-controlled  than  ours  might 
have  led  to  hasty  acts  of  blind  resentment.  This  spirit,  however,  soon 
gave  way  to  the  calmer  processes  of  reason  and  to  the  resolve  to  inves- 
tigate the  facts  and  await  material  proof  before  forming  a  judgment  as 
to  the  cause,  the  responsibility,  and,  if  the  facts  warranted,  the  remedy 
due.  This  course  necessarily  recommended  itself  from  the  outset  to 
the  Executive,  for  only  in  the  light  of  a  dispassionately  ascertained 
certainty  could  it  determine  the  nature  and  measure  of  its  full  duty  in 
the  matter. 

The  usual  procedure  was  followed,  as  in  all  cases  of  casualty  or  dis- 
aster to  national  vessels  of  any  maritime  State.  A  naval  court  of 
inquiry  was  at  once  organized,  composed  of  officers  well  qualified  by 
rank  and  practical  exx>erience  to  discharge  the  onerous  duty  imposed 
upon  them.  Aided  by  a  strong  force  of  wreckers  and  divers,  the  court 
proceeded  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  on  the  spot,  employing 
every  available  means  for  the  impartial  and  exact  determination  of  the 
causes  of  the  explosion.  Its  operations  have  been  conducted  with  the 
utmost  deliberation  and  judgment,  and  while  independently  pursued  no 
attainable  source  of  information  was  neglected,  and  the  fullest  oppor- 
tunity was  allowed  for  a  simultaneous  investigation  by  the  Spanish 
authorities. 

The  finding  of  the  court  of  inquiry  was  reached,  after  twenty-three 
days  of  continuous  labor,  on  the  21st  of  March,  instant,  and,  having 
been  approved  on  the  22d  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  United 
States  naval  force  on  the  North  Atlantic  Station,  was  transmitted  to 
the  Executive. 

It  is  herewith  laid  before  the  Ckingress,  together  with  the  voluminous 
testimony  taken  before  the  court. 

Its  purport  is,  in  brief,  as  follows: 

When  the  Maine  arrived  at  Havana  she  was  conducted  by  the  reg- 
ular Government  pilot  to  buoy  Ko.  4,  to  which  she  was  moored  in  from 
5^  to  6  fathoms  of  water. 

The  state  of  discipline  on  board,  and  the  condition  of  her  magazines, 
boUers,  coal  bunkers,  and  storage  compartments,  are  passed  in  review, 
with  the  conclusion  that  excellent  order  prevailed,  and  that  no  indica- 
tion of  any  cause  for  an  internal  explosion  existed  in  any  quarter. 

At  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  February  15  everything  had  been 
reported  secure,  and  all  was  quiet. 
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At  forty  minutes  past  9  o'clock  the  vessel  was  saddenly  destroyed. 

There  were  two  distinct  explosions,  with  a  brief  interval  between 
tiiem. 

The  first  lifted  the  forward  part  of  the  ship  very  perceptibly;  the 
second,  which  was  more  open,  prolonged,  and  of  greater  volume,  is 
attaibuted  by  the  court  to  the  partial  explosion  of  two  or  more  of  the 
fi)rward  magazines. 

The  evidence  of  the  divers  establishes  that  the  after  part  of  the  ship 
was  practically  intact  and  sank  in  that  condition  a  very  few  moments 
after  the  explosion.    The  forward  part  was  completely  demolished. 

Upon  the  evidence  of  a  concurrent  external  cause  the  finding  of  the 
court  is  as  follows: 

At  frame  17  the  outer  shell  of  the  ship,  frtmi  a  point  Hi  feet  from  the  middle  line 
of  the  ship  and  6  feet  above  the  keel  when  in  its  normal  position,  has  been  forced 
op  so  as  to  be  now  about  4  feet  above  the  snrface  of  the  water,  therefore  about  34 
ieet  above  where  it  would  be  had  the  ship  snnk  uninsured. 

The  outside  bottom  plating  is  bent  into  a  reversed  V  shape  {^),  the  after  wing  of 
which,  about  15  feet  broad  and  32  feet  in  length  (frt>m  frame  17  to  frame  26),  is 
ionbled  back  upon  itself  against  the  continnation  of  the  same  plating,  extending 
forward. 

At  frame  18  the  vertical  keel  is  broken  in  two  and  the  flat  keel  bent  into  an  angle 
nmilar  to  the  angle  formed  by  the  outside  bottom  plates.  This  break  Is  now  about 
6  feet  below  the  snrfrbce  of  the  water  and  about  30  feet  above  its  normal  position. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  court  this  effect  could  have  been  produced  only  by  the 
explosion  of  a  mine  situated  under  the  bottom  of  the  ship  at  about  frame  18  and 
•omewhat  on  the  port  side  of  the  ship. 

The  conclusions  of  the  court  are: 

That  the  loss  of  the  Maine  was  not  in  any  respeet  due  to  faolt  or 
negligence  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  officers  or  members  of  her  crew; 

That  the  ship  was  destroyed  by  the  explosion  of  a  submarine  mine, 
which  caused  the  partial  explosion  of  two  or  more  of  her  forward 
magazines;  and 

That  no  evidence  has  been  obtainable  fixing  the  responsibility  for  the 
destruction  of  the  Maine  npon  any  person  or  persons. 

I  have  directed  that  the  finding  of  the  oourt  of  inquiry  and  the  views 
of  this  Government  thereon  be  communicated  to  the  Government  of 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  Begent,  and  I  do  not  permit  myself  to  doubt 
that  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  Spanish  nation  will  dictate  a  course 
of  action  suggested  by  honor  and  the  friendly  relations  of  the  two 
Governments. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  advise  the  Congress  of  the 
Nsulty  and  in  the  meantime  deliberate  consideration  is  invoked. 

William  MoKinlbt. 

ExxGunvB  Mansion, 

March  28^  1898. 


RECORD 


OF  THX 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  A  COURT  OF  INQUIRY 


ooNvxmD 


OS  BOARD  THE  UNITED  STATES  LIGHT-HOUSE  TENDER  MANGROVE 

BY   VIRTUE   OF  A  PRECEPT  SIGNED   BY  REAR-ADMIRAL 

MONTGOMERY  SICARD,  U.  S.  NAVY,  COMMANDER  IN 

CHIEF,  UNITED  STATES  NAVAL  FORCE  ON 

NORTH   ATLANTIC  STATION, 


TO 


INQUIRE  INTO  THE  LOSS  OF  THE  U.  S.  B.  S.  MAINE, 
IN  THE  HARBOR  OF  HAVANA,  CUBA, 


ON  TBI 


NIGHT  OP  PEBBUAKY  FIFTEENTH,  EIGHTEEN 
HUNDRED  AND  NINETY-EIGHT. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF  A 

Cotcrt  0/  inquiry  convened  on  board  the  United  States  lighUhouse  tender 
Mangrove,  by  virtue  0/ a  precept  signed  by  Bear-Admiral  Montgomery 
Sieard,  United  States  Navy,  commander  in  chief  United  States  naval 
force  on  North  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  LiaHT-HOUSE  Tbnbbb  Makgboye, 
Harbor  of  Havana,  Monday j  February  21^  1898 — 10  a.  m. 

The  oonrt  met  pursuant  to  the  above-mentioned  precept. 

Present:  Gapt.  William  T.  Sampson,  United  States  Kavy,.pre8ident; 
Capt  French  E.  Ghadwick,  United  States  Navy,  and  Lieut.  Gommander 
William  P.  Potter,  United  States  Navy,  members;  and  Lieut.  Gom- 
mander Adolph  Marix,  United  States  Navy,  judge*  advocate. 

The  court  was  cleared  and  the  orders  constituting  it,  together  with 
aQ  the  accompanying  instructions,  were  read  aloud  and  appended, 
marked  as  follows: 

Precept,  together  with  two  accompanying  telegrams  forming  a  part 
of  it,  marked  "A.'* 

Letter  from  the  convening  authority  to  the  president  of  the  court, 
giving  certain  officers  the  right  to  be  present  at  the  investigation, 
marked  "B." 

Second  letter  fi*om  the  convening  authority  to  the  president  of  the 
court,  allowing  any  other  persons  to  be  present  during  the  investigation 
should  the  evidence  develop  any  facts  which  might  implicate  such  per- 
sons, marked  ^^G."  All  other  matters  preliminary  to  the  inquiry  were 
determined,  and,  after  deciding  to  sit  with  closed  doors,  the  court  was 
o|)ened. 

The  judge- advocate,  having  requested  and  received  permission,  intro- 
duced as  stenographer  Frederick  J.  Buenzle,  chief  yeoman.  United 
States  Navy. 

Captain  Sigsbee,  United  States  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  S.  battle 
diip  Maine,  whom  the  convening  authority  had  notified  of  his  right  to  be 
present  during  the  investigation,  appeared  and  reqaested  permission 
to  be  present  at  such  times  during  the  investigation  as  he  might  desire, 
but  did  not  want  any  counsel. 

The  judge-advocate  read  aloud  the  precept  and  accompanying 
ioBtrnctions  heretofore  referred  to. 

Captain  Sigsbee  was  asked  if  he  objected  to  any  member  of  the  court, 
to  which  he  replied  in  the  negative. 

9 


10  DESTRUCTION   OP  THE   U.  8.  BATTLE   SHIP  MAmE. 

The  members  were  severally  duly  sworn  by  the  judge-advocate,  and 
the  judge-advocate  was  dnly  sworn  by  the  president,  all  of  which  oaths 
were  administered  according  to  law. 

Chief  Yeoman  Frederick  J.  Bnenzle,  United  States  Navy,  was  dnly 
sworn  as  stenographer  by  the  judge-advocate. 

All  witnesses  were  directed  to  withdraw. 

The  court  being  duly  organized,  the  inquiry  proceeded  as  follows: 

Capt.  Chables  D.  Sigsbee,  United  States  Navy,  a  witness  called  by 
the  judge-advocate,  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president 

EXAMINATION  IN   CHIEF. 

By  the  Judge- Ad vooatb  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  rank,  and  present  station  t 

A.  Charles  D.  Sigsbee;  captain,  United  States  Navy;  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  When  did  you  take  command  of  the  Maine? 

A.  On  the  10th  day  of  April,  1897. 

Q.  When  did  the  Maine  arrive  at  Havana  the  last  timet 

A.  On  the  24th  day  of  January,  1898. 

Q.  About  what  timet 

A.  About  half  past  9  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  that  the  author- 
ities of  Havana  knew  of  the  Maint^s  coming? 

A.  Yes;  I  understand  that  they  were  notified  by  the  United  States 
consul-general. 

Q.  Upon  your  arrival,  did  you  take  apilott 

A.  I  did;  I  took  an  official  pilot  sent  oil'  by  the  captain  of  the  port 
of  Havana. 

Q.  Did  he  berth  the  Maine? 

A.  He  did. 

Q.  Where  t 

A.  The  berth  is  in  the  man-of-war  anchorage  off  the  Machina,  or  the 
Shears.  It  is  to  all  appearances  one  of  the  regular  mooring  buoys  of 
the  place.  My  recollection  is  that  the  pilot  said  that  it  was  buoy  No. 
4.  Our  bearings,  taken  soon  after  mooring,  did  not  place  it  exactly 
according  to  the  charted  position  of  buoy  ]^o.  4,  but  no  note  was  taken 
of  this  because  it  was  assumed  that  the  charted  position  might  repre- 
sent former  positions,  and  the  buoys  might  have  been  changed  some- 
what in  the  examinations  of  the  moorings. 

Q.  Have  you  been  to  Havana  before  frequently  or  recently  t 

A.  I  was  here  about  1872,  and  again  about  1878. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  you  were  placed  in  the  usual  berth  for  men-of-wart 

A.  No.  I  can  only  state  that  by  remarks  I  have  heard  since  the 
explosion. 

Q.  State  what  you  heard. 

A.  I  have  been  informed,  since  the  explosion  on  board  the  Maine^  by 
Captain  Stevens,  who  is  temporarily  in  command  of  the  steamer  City  of 
Wctshingtonj  of  the  Ward  Line  of  steamers,  that  he  had  never  known  in 
all  his  experience,  which  covers  visits  to  Havana  for  five  or  six  years, 
a  man-of-war  to  be  anchored  at  that  buoy,  and  that  he  had  rarely  known 
merchant  vessels  to  be  anchored  there,  and  that  it  was  the  least  used 
buoy  in  the  harbor. 

Q.  Will  you  please  describe  the  surroundings  when  first  moored  to 
this  buoy  t 
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A.  The  Spanish  man-of-war  Alfonso  XII  was  moored  in  the  posi- 
tion  now  occupied  by  the  Fern — abont  250  yaiils  to  the  northward  and 
westward  of  the  Maine,  The  Carman  ship  OnieMenau  was  anchored  at 
the  berth  now  occupied  by  the  Spanish  man-of  war  Segaspe^  which  is 
about  400  yards  about  due  north  from  the  Maine.  A  day  or  two  after 
the  arriTal  of  the  Maifie  the  German  man-of-war  Charlotte  came  in  and 
wa8  anchored  about  four  or  five  hundred  yards  to  the  southward  of 
the  Maimers  berth.  Other  vessels,  merchant  yessels,  came  and  went, 
aochored  and  moored  in  localities  more  or  less  remote,  from  200  yards 
npward. 

Q.  Will  yoa  please  describe  your  surroundings  at  the  time  of  the 
explosion  f 

A.  It  was  a  calm  and  still  night.  At  the  time  of  the  accident  the 
Spanish  man-of-war  Alfonso  XII  was  at  the  berth,  as  before  stated. 
The  small  Spanish  dispatch  boat  Segaspe  had  come  out,  I  think,  the 
day  before  and  taken  the  berth  occupied  by  the  Spanish  manof-war| 
the  Qniesenau  having  left.  The  steamer  City  of  Washington  was 
anchored  abont  two  hundred  yards  to  the  southward  and  eastward  of 
the  MaimPs  stem,  slightly  on  the  iK)rt  quarter.  That  is  as  much  as  I 
can  give.     Otlier  vessels  were  remote,  so  far  as  my  recollection  goes. 

Q.  When  did  you  coal  before  the  last  coaling  t 

A.  We  coaled  at  Key  West  within  a  week  of  the  time  of  our  arrivaL 

Q.  How  much  coal  did  you  take  at  that  time,  if  you  remember? 

A.  I  think  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons. 

Q.  Was  the  coal  regularly  insx>ectedt 

A.  My  recollection  is  that  it  was.  It  was  from  the  Gk>vemment  coal 
pile,  and  we  had  the  usual  men  on  shore;  and  while  I  can  not  now  state 
specifically,  it  was  our  invariable  custom  on  board  the  Maine  to  insi>ect 
all  coal  before  it  was  brought  on  board. 

Q.  How  much  coal  did  you  take  in  the  last  coaling  previous  to  this, 
and  where? 

A  It  was  at  Key  West,  and  I  think  in  the  neighborhood  of  300  tons. 

Q.  Into  what  bunkers  was  the  coal  placed  at  these  coalings? 

A.  Generally  in  the  forward  bunkers,  because  it  was  customary  to 
use  coal  from  the  forward  bunkers  first.  These  bunkers  naturidly,  there- 
fore, were  replenished  with  new  coal. 

Q.  There  is  a  peculiar  bunker  under  the  forward  turret,  abreast  the 
lOinch magazine.    Do  you  know  when  that  was  last  emptied? 

A.  I  can  not  x>er8onally  recollect  that  particular  bunker. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  report  from  the  chief  engineer  of  your 
ship  that  any  coal  had  been  toD  long  in  any  bunker? 

A.  Never  that  I  can  recollect. 

Q.  Did  the  fire-alarms  in  the  bunkers  work? 

A.  They  were  sensitive.  They  worked  occasionally  when  there  was 
no  undue  heat  in  the  bunkers,  on  which  occasions  we  invariably 
examined  the  bunkers  and  got  a  report. 

Q.  Begarding  inflammables  and  paints  on  board  the  Maine,  were  the 
Isolations  strictly  carried  out  in  regard  to  the  stowage? 

A.  Strictly,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  and  my  orders  were  concerned. 
I  was  very  particular  on  points  of  that  kind.  I  was  especially  particu- 
lar in  my  directions  to  the  chief  engineer  concerning  the  disposition  of 
waste  which  had  been  used.  He  had  informed  me  that  it  was  always 
kept  in  a  covered  metal  bucket  until  thrown  overboard  with  the  ashes. 
He  has  since  informed  me  that  it  was  habitual  to  throw  it  overboard 
every  day  with  the  ashes. 

Q.  How  often  did  you  discharge  ashes  in  Havana? 

A  I  can  not  now  recollect;  but  I  remember  giving  certain  directions 
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in  connection  with  hired  lighters  and  not  dumping  in  the  harbor.  The 
chief  engineer  was  generally  very  solicitous  about  getting  ashes  out  of 
the  ship  promptly. 

Q.  Where  were  ashes  kept  until  discharged  t 

A.  Those  that  I  saw  were  dumped  about  the  region  of  the  bulkhead 
between  the  two  fire  rooms.  There  was  a  passage  out  of  the  forward 
part  of  the  forward  fire  room  which  would  have  been  blocked  by  ashes. 

Q.  Eegarding  paints  and  inflammables,  was  there  not  a  paint  room 
well  forward  below  the  berth  deckt 

A.  The  paint  room  was  in  what  is  called  the  eyes  of  the  ship,  just 
below  the  berth  deck,  the  extreme  forward  compartment. 

Q.  What  were  the  regulations  in  regard  to  that  paint  roomt  Was 
the  painter  allowed  to  stow  any  inflammables  there? 

A.  He  was  not.  The  inflammables  were  stowed  in  chests  aft,  accord- 
ing to  regulations,  and  when  inflammables  were  in  excess  of  our  chest 
capacity  they  were  allowed  to  be  kept  in  the  bathroom  of  the  x>ort  or 
admiral's  cabin. 

Q.  I  believe  Japan  dryers,  turpentine,  and  such  were  kept  forward 
inside  the  superstructure.    Am  I  not  correct  t 

A.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  Begarding  the  electric  plant  of  the  Mainey  have  you  any  reason 
to  believe,  from  your  observation  of  the  lights  or  from  any  reports  that 
may  have  been  made  to  you,  that  there  h^  been  serious  grounding? 

A.  None  whatever;  and  there  was  no  sudden  flaring  up  of  the  lights 
before  the  explosion. 

Q.  No  x>6rceptible  disturbance  of  the  lights? 

A.  None  whatever;  there  was  a  total  and  sudden  eclipse. 

Q.  What  were  the  regulations  of  the  ship  in  regard  to  taking  tbe 
temperature  of  the  magazines,  etc.? 

A.  There  were  no  special  regulations  other  than  those  that  were 
regulations.  The  magazines  were  examined  according  to  regulations, 
and  reports  made  accordingly  and  sent  to  the  Department.  I  always 
examined  the  temperature  myself  and  conversed  with  the  ordnance 
officer  as  to  the  effect  of  various  temperatures  on  the  contents  of  the 
magazines,  and  in  his  opinion,  and  my  own,  the  temperatures  were 
never  near  the  danger  point.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  laxity  in  this 
direction.  I  can  not  recollect  any.  When  I  joined  the  ship  I  found  it 
was  considered  unnecessary  to  use  slippers  in  the  magazine,  and  I 
directed  that  they  should  be  used. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  any  work  going  on  in  the  magazine  or  shell  rooms 
on  the  day  of  the  disaster? 

A.  My  recollection  is  that  the  keys  were  called  for  that  morning  at 
quarters  in  the  usual  way.  I  can  not  recollect  any  other  call  for  the 
keys  on  that  day. 

Q.  Were  the  keys  properly  returned  after  quarters? 

A.  Yes;  so  far  as  I  can  recollect.  The  regulation  reports  were  made 
at  8  o'clock  by  the  executive  officer.  The  keys  of  all  the  shell  rooms 
and  magazines,  and  the  spare  keys,  have  been  recovered  by  the  diver 
in  my  stateroom,  where  they  were  always  kept. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  disaster  what  boilers  were  being  used? 

A.  The  two  after  boilers  in  the  after  fire  room.  More  than  one  boUer 
was  in  use,  for  the  reason  that  our  hydraulic  system  was  somewhat 
leaky. 

Q.  Please  inform  the  court  in  a  general  way,  giving  any  particnian 
you  wish  to  give,  in  regard  to  your  relations  to  the  Spanish  authorities 
and  native  authorities  or  people,  from  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Maine  until  the  time  of  your  disaster. 
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.  tty  relations  lirith.  tbe  officials  were  outwardly  cordial,  and  I  have 
groond  for  assamin^  that  they  were  not  really  cordial.  The  mem- 
8  of  the  aatonomistic  conncil  of  the  Government,  however,  seemed 
navebrouglit  to  ttte  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  the  fact  that 
lid  not  visit  tliem.  They  made  me  no  sug^^estions  to  visit  them. 
om  the  letters  and  telegrams  received  from  the  Navy  Department 
ere  seems  to  liave  l>een  some  embarrassment  caased  the  Government 
Washington  by  the  fact  that  I  made  them  no  visit  I  took  the  ground 
tlie  department  that  it  was  unknown  etiquette  to  call  on  the  civil 
embers  of  the  colonial  government  other  than  the  governor,  but  that 
woold  have  exceeded  etiquette  at  anytime  on  suggestion  from  the 
)iiDcil.  Withont  waiting  for  orders  I  made  a  visit  afterwards.  My 
isit  was  pleasantly  received,  and  promptly  returned  by  certain  meni- 
ers  of  the  couucil.  They  sent  on  board  a  large  party  of  ladies  a  day  or 
sro  s^erwards.  The  president  of  the  council,  on  board  the  Maine^ 
lade  me  a  very  cordial  address,  which  I  could  not  understand,  and 
rbich  was  interpreted  to  me  briefly.  I  replied  briefly,  expressing  kind 
entiments  and  a  hope  for  the  continuance  of  cordial  relations  between 
^pain  and  the  United  States.  Fancying  that  some  expression  cordial 
0  the  colonial  or  aatonomistic  government  might  be  exi>ected  of  me, 
[  evaded  the  x^int,  and  used  only  this  expression :  ^^I  beg  to  express 
my  admiration  for  the  high  purpose  of  your  honorable  body."  My 
reply  was  afterwards  printed  in  at  least  two  papers  in  Havana,  but  the 
terms  made  me  favor  autonomistic  government  in  the  Island.  I  am 
informed  that  the  autonomistic  government  in  Havana  is  unpopular 
among  a  large  class  of  Spanish  and  Cuban  residents.  I  have  no  means 
of  knowing  whether  my  apparent  interference  in  the  political  concerns 
of  the  island  had  any  relation  to  the  destruction  of  the  Maine, 

Q.  Was  th^re  ever  any  demonstration  of  animosity  by  people  afloat? 

A«  Never  on  shore,  so  far  as  I  am  informed;  but  afloat  there  was  a 
demonstration.  It  was  the  flrst  Sunday  after  our  arrival,  on  board  a 
ferryboat,  densely  crowded  with  people,  both  civil  and  military,  who 
were  retaming  to  Havana  from  a  bull  fight  in  Eegla.  The  demonstra- 
tion consisted  of  yells,  whistles,  and  apparently  derisive  calls  ema- 
natiDg  from  about  thirty  or  forty  people  at  most.    It  was  not  general. 

Q.  Daring  the*  stay  of  the  Maine  at  Havana  did  you  take  other  than 
the  ordinary  precautions  which  are  usually  taken  on  every  man-of-war 
fiKT  her  protection  t 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Please  state  them  fully. 

A.  I  had  sentries  on  the  forecastle  and  poop,  quartermaster  and  sig- 
nal boy  on  the  bridge,  signal  boy  on  the  xK)op ;  the  corporal  of  the  guard 
especially  instruct^  to  look  out  for  the  port  gangway;  the  officer  of 
the  deck  and  quartermaster  especially  instructed  to  look  out  for  the 
starboard  gangway;  a  quarter  watch  was  kept  on  deck  all  night;  sen- 
tries' cartridge  boxes  were  filled,  their  arms  kept  loaded,  a  number  of 
rounds  of  rapid-firing  ammunition  kept  in  the  pilot  house,  and,  in  the 
spare  captain's  pantry,   under  the  after    superstructure,  additional 
charges  of  shell  close  at  hand  for  the  secondary  battery ;  steam  kept  up 
in  two  boilers  instead  of  one;  especial  instructions  given  to  watch  care- 
fally  all  the  hydraulic  gear  and  report  defects ;  the  officer  of  the  deck 
eharged  with  the  necessity  for  making  detailed  reports  to  me,  even  in 
minor  matters.    I  had  personally  instructed  the  master  at  arms  and 
ttie  orderly  sergeant  to  keep  a  careful  eye  on  everybody  that  came 
on  bcKurd,  and  to  charge  all  their  subordinates  to  the  same  purix)se.    I 
iiiRtructed  them  that,  when  any  i)er8on8  came  on  board  to  go  below, 
they  were  to  go  with  them,  and  carefully  observe  any  packages  that 
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might  be  held,  on  the  snpposition  that  dynamite  or  other  high  explo- 
sive might  be  employed ;  and  to  afterwards  inspect  the  routes  these  peo- 
?le  had  taken,  and  never  to  lose  sight  of  the  importance  of  my  order, 
farther  instracted  the  marine  officer  to  make  at  least  two  visits  dar- 
ing the  night  to  the  iK>st8  of  the  vessel.  The  whole  parport  of  my 
orders  and  directions  was  that  we  should  consider  the  Maine  in  a  posi- 
tion demanding  extreme  vigilance.  Doubtless  I  gave  many  other 
detailed  orders  of  a  minor  character  that  I  can  not  now  recall. 

Q.  Eegarding  strangers  being  in  the  ship,  at  what  time  were  they 
compelled  to  leave  the  shipt 

A.  I  think  Lieutenant-Oommander  Wainwright  was  rather  severe  on 
desultory  visitors.  Very  few  visited  the  ship,  except  people  of  the 
highest  social  standing  in  the  city.  They  came  commonly  from  2  to  say 
5  ^dock.  They  were  always  accompanied  about  the  ship  by  officers, 
and  of  course  under  the  supervisory  orders  of  the  master  at  arms  and 
sergeant  of  marines.  People  were  allowed  to  visit  the  ship  from  about 
10  to  12,  and  about  I  to  4.  I  think  there  were  but  two  visits  of  Spanish 
military  officers.  Once,  about  two  weeks  ago,  a  party  of  five  or  six 
Spanish  officers  came  on  board  during  my  absence.  They  were  reported 
to  me  as  having  been  constrained,  and  not  desirous  to  accept  much 
courtesy.  They  accepted  no  refreshments,  but  I  afterwards  learned 
that  it  is  Spanish  custom  not  to  accept  refreshments  unless  they  are  at 
hand  at  the  time  the  offer  is  made.  On  another  occasion,  about  the 
same  time,  a  Spanish  officer  came  off  with  his  wife.  He  made  a  visit 
to  my  cabin,  and  was  shown  about  the  ship  by  an  officer  under  my  direc- 
tion* I  invited  Spanish  officers  to  visit  the  ship;  in  fact,  I  made  con- 
siderable effort  to  get  them  on  board  socially  in  order  to  show  good  will 
according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Main^s  visit  to  Havana;  but  with  the 
exceptions  noted,  no  military  officer  of  Spain  visited  the  ship  socially,  so 
£Eir  as  I  can  remember.  I  know  that  the  purser  of  the  Alfonso  XII 
made  a  social  visit;  but  I  can  not  recollect  a  purely  social  visit  from 
other  Spanish  officers.  The  ward-room  officers  of  the  Maine^  perhaps, 
have  further  information  on  this  x)oint. 

Q.  Among  the  precautions  which  you  took  was  the  fact  of  having 
extra  lookouts  on  the  deck.  Was  there  ever  any  repQrt  of  any  unau- 
thorized boats  attempting  to  approach  the  ship  and  being  ordered  offt 

A.  Never,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  On  the  night  of  the  disaster,  were  all  your  extra  precautions  in 
force  t    I  mean,  in  regard  to  quarter  watches  t 

A.  I  assume  that  they  were;  they  were  never  rescinded,  and  up  to 
the  night  of  the.  explosion,  as  far  as  my  observation  could  go,  my 
knowl^ge  is  that  they  were  carried  out.  I  was  especially  impressed 
during  the  whole  visit  here  by  the  prompt  tendency  of  the  sentries  to 
reiK>rt  any  infiraotions  of  orders  on  the  part  of  the  crew. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  accident,  do  you  know  what  boats  were  down, 
and  where  t 

A.  I  assume  that  one  of  the  cutters  was  down,  and  one  of  the  steam 
laanches.  I  think  the  first  steam  launch  was  down.  The  steam  launch, 
I  have  since  been  informed,  was  riding  at  the  starboard  boom,  and  that 
one  of  her  crew  was  saved.    He  is  now  in  the  hospital  at  Havana. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  night  was  it  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 

A.  It  was  a  very  quiet  and  warm  night,  and  I  remember  distinctly 
that  the  echoes  of  the  bugle  at  tattoo  were  singularly  distinct  and 
pleasant.  A  little  rain  fell  after  the  explosion,  which  may  have  been 
precipitated  by  the  concussion  of  the  explosion. 

Q.  Was  it  a  dry  night  t 
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There  were  atars,  bat  I  think  it  was  somewhat  overcast.    I  think 
seyeral  stars  after  the  accident,  bat  it  was  somewhat  overcast 
ling  to  my  recoUection. 

How  was  tlie  Maine  heading  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 
Approximately  northwest.    She  pointed  toward  the  shears — some- 
to  the  riglit  of  tbe  shears,  near  the  admiral's  residence. 
Where  were  yon  at  the  timet 

I  was  writmg  at  my  port-cabin  table,  after  side.    I  was  dressed. 
Please  give  your  experience  in  fhllt 

I  was  just  closing  a  letter  to  my  family  when  I  felt  the  crash  of 
txplosion.  It  was  a  bursting,  rending,  and  crashing  sound  or  roar 
imense  volume,  largely  metaUic  in  its  character.  It  was  succeeded 
metallic  soand — ^probably  of  fiedling  debris — a  trembling  aod  lurch- 
motion  of  the  vessel,  then  an  impression  of  subsidence,  atteuded 
iU  eclix>se  of  the  electric  lights  and  intense  darkness  within  the 
D.  I  knew  immediately  that  the  Maine  had  been  blown  up  and 
she  was  sinking.  I  hurried  to  the  starboard  cabin  x)ort8,  thinking 
Lght  be  necessary  for  me  to  make  my  exit  in  that  way.  Uix>n  look- 
out I  decided  that  I  could  go  by  the  passage  leading  to  the  super- 
cture.  I  therefore  took  the  latter  route,  feeling  my  way  along  and 
dying  myself  by  the  bulkheads.  The  superstructure  was  filled  with 
ke,and  it  was  dark.  Nearing  the  outer  entrance  I  met  Private 
hony,  the  orderly  at  the  cabin  door  at  the  time.  lie  ran  into  me 
,  as  I  remember,  apologized  in  some  fashion,  and  reixirted  to  me 
b  the  ship  had  been  blown  up  and  was  sinking, 
reached  the  qaarter-de(*k,  asked  a  few  questions  of  those  standing 
nt  me — ^Lieutenant  Commander  Wainwright,  I  think,  for  one— then 
iked  the  orderly  for  the  time.  He  said  that  tlie  exact  time  of  the 
lesion  was  9.44)  p.  m.  I  proceeded  to  the  poop  deck,  stood  on  the 
B  rail,  and  held  on  to  the  main  rigging  in  order  to  see  over  tbe  poop 
ding,  which  was  baggy  and  covered  with  debris;  also  in  onler  that 
light  observe  details  in  the  black  mass  ahead.  I  directed  tlie  exec- 
re  officer  to  iM>st  sentries  all  around  the  ship,  but  soon  saw  that 
re  were  no  marines  available,  and  no  place  forward  to  i)ost  them. 
b  being  quite  clear  as  to  the  condition  of  things  forward,  I  next 
ected  the  forward  magazine  to  be  flooded  if  practicable,  and  about 
I  same  time  shouted  out  myself  for  x>erfect  silence  everywhere.  This 
s,  I  think,  repeated  by  the  executive  officer.  The  surviving  officers 
re  about  me  at  the  time  on  the  i>oop.  I  was  informed  that  the  for- 
rd  magazine  was  already  under  water,  and  after  inquiring  about  the 
3r  magazine  was  told  that  it  was  also  under  water,  as  shown  by 
•  condition  below  reported  by  those  coming  firom  the  wardroom  and 
Brage. 

Lbont  this  time  fire  broke  out  in  the  mass  forward,  over  the  central 
lerstructure,  and  I  inquired  as  to  the  spare  ammunition  in  the  cap- 
o's pantry.  That  region  was  found  to  be  subsiding  very  fast.  At 
8  time  I  observed,  among  the  shouts  or  noises  apparently  on  shore, 
kt  faint  cries  were  coming  from  the  water,  and  I  could  see  dimly 
Jte,  floating  bodies,  which  gave  me  a  better  knowledge  of  the  real 
oation  than  anything  else.  I  at  once  ordered  all  boats  to  be  lowered, 
1^  it  wasreix>rted  that  there  were  only  two  boats  available,  namely, 
)  gig  and  whaleboat.  Both  were  lowered  and  manned  by  officers  and 
n,  and  by  my  direction  they  left  the  ship  and  assisted  in  saving  the 
onded  jointly  with  other  boats  that  had  arrived  on  the  scene  from 
a  Spanish  man-of-war,  firom  the  steamer  City  of  Washingtefiy  and  from 
ler  sources.    Later — 1  can  not  state  precisely  how  long — these  two 
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boats  of  the  Maine  returned  to  the  starboard  quarter  alongside,  and 
reported  that  they  had  gathered  in  from  the  wreck  all  the  wounded 
that  could  be  found  and  had  transferred  them  to  the  other  boats — ^to  the 
Alfonso  XII  or  to  the  City  of  Washington. 

The  poop  deck  of  the  Maine,  the  highest  pointy  was  by  that  time 
level  with  the  gig's  gunwale  while  she  was  afloat  m  the  water  along- 
side. The  fire  amidships  was  burning  more  fiercely  and  the  spare 
ammunition  in  the  pilot  house  was  exploding  in  detail.  We  had  done 
everything  that  could  be  done  so  far  as  I  could  see.  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Wain  Wright  whispered  to  me  that  he  thought  the  10-inch  maga- 
zine forward  had  been  thrown  up  into  the  burning  mass,  and  might 
explode  in  time.  I  directed  him  then  to  get  everybody  into  the  boats 
over  the  stem,  and  this  was  done,  although  there  was  some  little  delay 
in  curbing  the  extreme  politeness  of  the  officers,  who  wanted  to  help 
me  into  the  boat.  I  directed  them  to  go  first,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
and  I  followed  and  got  into  the  gig.  We  proceeded  to  the  steamer 
City  of  Washington,  and  on  the  way  I  shouted  to  the  boats  to  leave  the 
vicinity  of  the  wreck,  and  that  there  might  be  an  explosion.  I  got  Mr, 
Sylvester  Scovell  to  translate  my  desire  to  one  or  two  boats  which  were 
at  that  time  somewhat  nearer  the  fire  than  we  ourselves  were. 

Having  succeeded  in  this,  I  went  on  board  the  City  of  Washington^ 
where  I  found  our  wounded  all  below  in  the  dining  saloon  on  mattresses, 
covered  up,  and  being  carefully  attended  by  the  officers  and  crew  of 
that  vessel.  Every  attention  that  the  resources  of  the  vessel  admitted 
was  being  rapidly  brought  into  use.  I  then  went  on  deck  and  observed 
the  wreck  for  a  few  minutes,  and  gave  directions  to  have  a  muster  taken 
on  board  the  City  of  Washington  and  other  vessels,  and  sat  down  in  the 
captain's  cabin  and  dictated  a  telegram  to  the  Navy  Department.  At 
this  time  various  Spanish  officers — civil,  military,  and  naval — ^appeared 
on  board,  in  their  own  behalf  and  in  representative  capacity,  expressing 
sympathy  and  sorrow  for  the  accident.  The  representatives  of  General 
Blanco  and  of  the  admiral  of  the  station  came  on  board,  and  the  civil 
governor  of  the  province  was  on  board  in  person.  I  asked  them  to 
excuse  me  for  a  few  minutes,  until  I  completed  my  telegram  to  the 
Navy  Department. 

After  finishing  the  telegram  and  putting  it  in  the  hands  of  a  mes- 
senger to  be  taken  on  shore,  I  conversed  for  a  few  minutes  with  t^e 
various  Spanish  gentlemen  around  me,  thanking  them  for  the  visit 
and  their  sympathy.  I  was  asked  by  many  of  them  the  cause  of  the 
explosion,  and  I  invariably  answered  that  I  must  await  further  investi- 
gation. For  a  long  time  the  rapid-fire  ammunition  continued  to 
explode  in  detail.  The  number  of  the  wounded  was  reported  to  me 
later.  I  have  some  difficulty  in  remem  bering  figures.  I  think  we  found 
about  84  or  85  men  that  night  who  survived.  It  was  also  reported 
to  me  that  the  wounded  on  lK»ard  Spanish  vessels  had  been  taken  to 
the  hospitals  on  shore,  as  were  also  the  survivors  who  had  reached  the 
machina,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  shears  on  shore.  To  keep  a  clear 
head  for  the  emergency  I  turned  in  about  2  o^clock,  getting  little  sleep 
that  night,  owing  to  the  distressing  groans  of  the  wounded. 

Q.  By  the  time  you  reached  the  quarter-deck,  were  all  the  large 
explosions  overt 

A.  So  far  as  my  exx)erience  is  concerned  there  was  simply  one 
impression  of  an  overwhelming  explosion.  I  do  not  recollect  details. 
I  have  already  stated  the  explosions  of  minor  character. 

Q.  But  you  yourself  saw  no  large  upshoot  of  flamet 

A.  When  I  came  from  the  cabin,  I  was  practically  blinded  for  a  few 
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Is.  I  thought  only  of  the  vessel,  and  took  no  note  of  the  phe- 
laof  explosion.  It  is  probable  that  the  explosive  colnmn  had 
led  wholly  or  practically  by  the  time  I  reached  the  deck.  I  am 
ire,  because  of  the  intense  blackness. 

Yen  state  in  your  story  that  the  City  of  Washifigton  attended  to 
ounded.  Did.  not  the  Spanish  man-of-war  also  do  the  samet 
I  am  not  very  sure  personally,  but  the  reports  were  that  tbey 
doing  all  that  ^was  j^ossible.  There  was  no  reference  to  me  on  the 
of  the  Spanisb  officers  for  sending  the  wounded  on  shore.  I 
ne  and  believe  that  they  did  everything  in  their  power  to  care  for 
rounded,  and  have  continued  to  do  so  most  conscientiously  ever 

How  many  were  woonded;  how  many  killed;  and  how  many  were 
d  not  wonnded  t 

.  I  would  have  to  refer  to  my  figures  for  that,  and  they  are  not  now 
mA.  The  nmster,  I  think,  shows  101  saved,  including  the  wounded, 
253  lost.  Some  of  the  wounded  have  since  died.  My  duties  have 
1  too  complex  since  the  explosion  to  enable  me  to  memorize  all  the 
res. 

[.  From  yoor  examination  of  the  wreck,  as  far  as  you  have  been  able 
nake,  what  magazines  or  shell  rooms,  if  any,  should  you  say  were 
nmupt 

L  From  the  apx>earance  of  things  about  the  wreck  it  is  extremely 
icult  to  come  to  any  conclusion.  The  center  of  the  explosion  appears 
lave  been  beneath  and  a  little  forward  of  the  conning  tower,  and  on 

port  side.  The  forward  part  of  the  superstructure  has  been 
own  npward  backward  over  the  after  part  and  toward  the  starboard 
e,  indicating  an  explosion  on  the  port  side  of  the  ship.  In  the 
ion  of  the  center  or  axis  of  explosion  was  the  6inch  reserve  mag- 
ae,  which  contained  very  little  powder — probably,  I  am  informed, 
)ut  300  pounds.  The  lOinch  magazine  is  in  tbe  general  region, 
ti  it  is  on  the  starboard  side,  under  the  forward  turret,  which  is 
LI  out  on  the  starboard  side.  Over  the  lO-inch  magazine  in  the 
ding  room  of  the  turret,  and  in  the  adjoining  passage,  and  well  on 
\  starboard  side,  were  a  number  of  lO-inch  shell,  permanently  placed. 
Bre  were  also  several  additional  shell  in  the  loading  room.  It  is 
Scult,  therefore,  to  conceive  that  the  explosion  involved  the  lO-inch 
gazine,  because  of  the  location  of  the  explosion,  and  because  I  have 
1  no  reports  that  any  lO-inch  shell  were  hurled  into  tbe  air  by  tbe 
>losion.  The  violence  of  the  explosion,  although  not  its  immediate 
ality,  indicates  that  the  lO-inch  magazine  may  have  been  involved. 
}.  Where  was  the  lO-inch  shell  roomt 

i.  The  lO-inch  shell  room  was  abreast  the  10-inch  magazine  on  the 
t  side.    It  opened  on  the  port  side  of  the  vessel. 
I.  Was  it  not  between  the  reserve  6-inch  and  10-inch  magazines? 
L  It  was. 

^.  Do  you  know  the  thickness  of  the  bulkhead  between  those  three 
isionst 

i.  I  can  not  recollect.  I  should  say  that  it  was  of  ordinary  metal, 
)  thickness  of  a  bulkhead  of  similar  construction  in  other  parts  of 
9  ship. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  was  between  the  coal  bunker  and  the  magazine  ? 
A.  I  think  nothing  but  the  ordinary  steel  plate.    It  is  so  aft. 
Q.  Where  was  the  small-arm  ammunition  locker  forward,  and  what 
uinitt 
A.  We  had  received  a  new  supply  of  ammunition,  and  this  was  kept 
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forward  of  the  thwartship  armor  balkhead.    I  mean  the  small-arm  and 
rapid-fire  ammunition. 

Q.  Was  there  any  smokeless  powder? 

A.  There  was  no  great  gan  smokeless  powder  ammunition.  All  the 
great  gun  ammunition  was  the  ordinary  brown  powder. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  6-inch  ammunition  room  forward  of  the  small- 
arm  ammunition  rooms? 

A.  There  was;  supply  for  the  forward  6-inch  guns. 

Q.  On  what  side  was  the  powder  stowed  in  that  one? 

A.  I  have  visited  it,  but  I  can  not  now  exactly  recall  the  exact  posi- 
tion of  the  stowage.    I  know  the  powder  chute  is  on  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  forward  6-inch  magazine  blew  up? 

A.  I  do  not  think  so.  I  can  not  find  reason  to  suppose  so.  One  man 
at  least  was  blown  out  of  the  forward  superstructure  into  the  water. 
It  is  more  than  probable  that  he  would  have  been  blown  to  atoms  if 
that  magazine  hsul  exploded. 

Q.  Where  did  you  keep  your  gun  cotton? 

A.  Aft,  under  the  cabin.  The  war  heads  were  all  stowed  in  that 
part  of  the  ship  which  was  not  affected  by  the  explosion.  It  was 
away  aft, 

Q.  Where  were  the  gun-cotton  primers  and  detonators  kept? 

A.  They  were  always  kept  in  my  cabin. 

Q.  Was  any  torpedo  of  the  Maine  fitted  with  its  war  head  at  the 
time  of  the  explosion? 

A.  It  was  not.  They  were  put  in  especially  good  condition,  but 
none  were  fitted  with  war  heads. 

Q.  Please  state  all  the  steps  you  have  taken  since  the  accident  to 
ascertain  its  cause,  and  any  results  you  may  have  obtained. 

A.  I  have  examined  the  wreck  myself,  conversed  with  other  officers 
and  men,  and  to  some  slight  extent,  in  a  categorical  way,  with  the 
Spanish  admiral.  I  have  had  a  board  of  three  officers  make  inquiries 
throughout  the  bay,  but  I  have  not  yet  received  the  reports  from  all  the 
officers;  nor  have  i  had  time  to  read  the  preliminary  reports  now  in 
hand.  I  have  not  sent  down  any  divers  until  this  morning,  not  having 
had  the  necessary  facilities.  The  best  divers  here  are  apparently  in 
the  employ  of  private  parties,  and  since  the  Spanish  authorities  are 
very  much  averse  to  an  investigation  except  officially,  on  the  ground, 
as  stated  by  the  Spanish  admiral,  that  the  honor  of  Spain  is  involved, 
I  have  foreborne  to  examine  the  submarine  portion  of  the  wreck  for  the 
cause  of  the  explosion  until  this  morning.  The  divers  of  the  fieet  are 
now  at  work.  I  have  had  divers  down  in  the  cabin,  and  have  recovered 
by  that  means  the  cipher  code  and  magazine  keys. 

Q.  What  was  the  state  or  the  condition  of  the  Maine  as  far  as  dis- 
cipline was  concerned  ? 

A.  It  was  excellent.  This  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  the  Maine  wbb 
chosen  for  the  duty  on  which  she  was  engaged.  She  would  not  have 
been  chosen  had  she  been  in  any  other  than  good  discipline.  Tiie 
marine  guard  was  in  excellent  condition.  The  medical  reports  ft*om 
the  medical  department  will  show,  I  think,  that  about  one  man  and 
one-quarter  per  diem  were  on  the  sick  list  during  the  past  year.  In  the 
paymaster's  department  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  none  of 
the  reports  of  the  paymaster  to  the  Government  at  Washington  were 
returned  to  the  vessel  for  correction  during  my  period  of  command.  In 
the  engineer's  department  the  vessel  was  always  ready  and  always 
responsive.  I  can  recollect  no  letter  from  any  source  relating  to  the 
engineer's  department  which  could  be  considered  in  the  least  of  an 
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dverse  nature,  except  that  the  bureau  once  objected  to  a  boiler  being 
sed  in  any  degree  as  a  tank.  I  think  the  punishment  re{)ort8  of  the 
iaine  are  as  small  as  those  of  any  other  vessel  of  the  Navy  in  propor- 
ion  to  complement.  They  were  uncommonly  small.  A  quieter,  better- 
latoredy  well-ordered,  and  apparently  satisfied  crew  I  have  never 
:nown  on  board  any  vessel  in  which  I  have  served. 

Q.  Have  you  any  fault  to  find  with  the  behavior  of  any  officer  or  man 
t  the  time  of  the  disaster  t 

A.  None.  I  consider  that  the  conduct  of  all  was  admirable.  The 
ehavior  of  the  officers  toward  me  personally  and  the  prompt  and  re- 
ponsive  recognition  of  my  authority  was  admirable,  and  instances  of 
»ravery  are  known  both  among  the  officers  and  crew  in  the  direction 
f  rescuing  shipmates. 

(The  judge-advocate  announced  that  at  present  he  had  no  further 
aestions  to  ask  Captain  Sigsbee.) 

Examination  by  the  Court: 

Q.  What  is  the  highest  temperature  you  remember  to  have  been  re- 
orted  in  the  forward  magazines? 

A.  The  highest  temperature  that  I  remember — ^and  I  think  I  can  recall 
he  figures — was  112^;  but  that  was  in  the  after  magazine,  where  the 
dmperatures  were  higher  than  in  the  forward  magazines.  I  do  not 
ecoUect  the  temperature  in  the  forward  magazine,  because  they  were 
ot  so  high  as  in  the  after  magazine. 

Q.  Was  any  loose  powder  kept  in  the  magazines,  or  was  it  all  stowed 
1  the  usual  air  or  water-tight  cylinders,  which  each  contains  a  charge? 

A.  I  never  permitted  any  to  be  kept  loose,  and  do  not  believe  that 
ny  was  so  kept. 

Q.  What  was  the  status  of  the  coal  bunkers  next  to  the  forward 
lagazines?    Were  they  full,  or  had  there  been  any  coal  used  out? 

A.  AH  the  bunkers  were  ventilated  through  air  tubes,  examined 
'eekly  by  the  chief  engineer,  and  otherwise  as  was  necessary,  and 
iiey  were  connected  electrically  to  the  annunciator  near  my  cabin  door, 
'he  forward  coal  bunker  on  the  port  side  was  full,  so  I  understand ; 
ie  forward  coal  bunker  on  the  starboard  side  adjoining  the  magazine 
as  been  reported  to  me  as  being  one-half  full,  and  it  was  in  use  at  the 
me  of  the  explosion. 

(The  judge  advocate  here  informed  Captain  Sigsbee  that  no  further 
38timony  would  be  taken  from  him  at  present,  and  that  he  should 
pp&kr  to  morrow,  Tuesday,  at  10  a.  nu,  when  the  testimony  given  by 
im  to-day  will  be  snbmittea  to  him  for  his  approval.) 

The  court  then,  at  1  p.  m.,  adjourned  to  meet  tomorrow,  Tuesday,  the 
2d  instant,  on  board  the  United  States  light-house  tender  Mangrove^  at 
D  o'clock  a.  m. 
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TJ.  8.  Light-House  Tender  Mangbovis, 

Harbob  of  Havana, 
Tuesday^  February  22^  189H—11  o^clock  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  yesterday,  but  was  one 
^onr  late  on  account  of  official  visits  to  the  captain-general  and  the 
^^dmiial  commanding  the  naval  forces. 

Present :  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  and  Capt 
Cbarles  D.  Sigsbee,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Lieut.  G.  F.  M.  Holman,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness,  and  was 
sworn  by  the  president. 

Examination  by  the  jadge-advocate: 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  rank,  and  present  station. 

A.  George  F.  M.  Holman,  Lieutenant,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  stationed  on  board 
the  IT.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  When  did  you  join  the  Maine  f 

A.  When  she  went  into  commission,  on  the  17th  day  of  September, 
1895. 

Q.  What  duty  have  you  performed  on  board  the  Maine  during  that 
timet 

A.  The  duty  of  navigator  and  ordnance  officer. 

Q.  Did  this  duty  also  put  you  in  charge  of  the  electric  plant? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  when  she  last  came  into  the  harbor 
of  Havana,  Gubat 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Upon  what  day  was  thatt 

A.  The  date  of  arrival — January  24, 1898,  this  year. 

Q.  You  have  been  on  duty  on  board  the  Maine  ever  since  t 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  what  depth  of  water  was  the  Maine  moored  ? 

A.  Five  and  a  half  fathoms.  Around  the  mooring  buoy  the  water 
varied  in  depth  from  5^  to  6  fathoms. 

Q.  What  kind  of  bottom? 

A.  Very  soft,  muddy  bottom. 

Q.  Were  you  on  duty  on  board  the  Maine  finom  the  time  she  arrived 
here  up  to  the  present? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Regarding  the  magazines  of  the  Maine^  what  precautions  do  yon 
know  were  taken  for  safety  whenever  the  magazines  were  opened  ? 

A.  The  usual  precautions  were  taken  with  regard  to  all  lights,  if  any 
were  burning,  and  to  stop  smoking.  The  police,  the  master  at  arms, 
and  others  were  always  notified,  and  word  sent,  in  fact,  all  over  the 
ship.  The  galley  was  screened  and  the  flag  was  hoisted  in  receiving 
ammunition  on  board,  or  putting  it  out.  On  all  occasions,  when  maga- 
zines were  opened,  word  was  sent,  as  already  said,  all  over  the  ship. 

Q.  What  precautions  were  taken  by  the  men  in  entering  the  maga- 
zines or  shell  rooms? 

A.  The  question  came  up  some  time  ago  as  to  putting  on  the  maga- 
zine shoes,  that  is,  a  short  titbe  after  Captain  Sigsbee  took  command. 
Prior  to  that  time  the  order  had  not  been  enforced  in  regard  to  maga- 
zine shoes  and  slippers.  Captain  Sigsbee  gave  the  order  to  make  them 
wear  their  magazine  shoes  when  they  went  down. 

Q.  Were  all  other  precautions  taken  described  by  regulations? 

A.  Yes;  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Please  state  whether  any  work  had  been  going  on  in  the  maga- 
zine or  shell  rooms,  or  in  the  small-arm  ammunition  rooms,  within  a  day 
or  so  of  the  explosion? 

A.  On  Monday  we  had  our  usual  drills,  and  part  of  it  being  a  drill 
of  the  powder  division  at  their  stations.  I  do  not  know  of  any  work 
going  on  around  the  magazines.  I  would,  no  doubt,  have  known  if  any 
had  been  undertaken. 

Q.  Was  Monday  the  day  of  the  exiilosion? 
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A.  No;  Tuesday  was  the  day  of  the  explosion. 

Q.  On  the  night  of  the  explosion,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  wlien 
the  reports  are  asually  made,  were  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms 
reported  secnref 

A.  That  I  do  not  know.    The  reports  were  not  made  to  me. 

Q.  But  yon  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  them  were  opened  t 

A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Who  was  in  charge  of  the  gunner's  work  at  that  time? 

A.  Chief  Ganner's  Mate  Brofeld;  the  gunner  had  not  been  on  duty 
for  something  like  three  weeks. 

Q.  Had  Brofeld  been  chief  gunner's  mate  of  the  Maine  during  her 
whole  commission  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  him  a  thoroughly  reliable  man  t 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  the  individual  members  of  the  gunner's  gang 
reliable  t 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  gunner's  gang  were  saved  t 

A.  I  have  not  seen  the  list. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  court  how  the  orders  in  regard  to  the  taking 
of  the  temperatures  of  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms  were  carried  out 
on  board  the  Maine, 

A.  The  temperature  was  taken  dai^  of  the  magazines  and  shell 
rooms  and  ammunition  rooms,  and  recorded  in  monthly  reports  to  the 
Bureau. 

Q.  Was  this  fully  carried  out  up  to  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was.  I  know  of  its  having  been  carried 
out  to  within  at  least  two  or  three  days  previous.  I  presume  that  it 
was  carried  out  the  remaining  part  of  the  time. 

Q.  Who  took  this  temperatoret 

A.  The  chief  gunner's  mate;  previously  the  gunner. 

Q.  How  high  did  the  temperature  reach  during  your  experience  on 
board  the  Mainet 

A.  The  hottest  magazine  was  the  10-inch  after  magazine,  where  it 
reached  a»  high  as  one  hundred  and  ten  in  hot  weather,  remaining  there 
for  some  time. 

Q»  Can  you  state  to  the  court  how  much  ammunition  was  stowed  in 
tbe  0-inch  reserve  magazine  which  was  on  the  port  side  of  the  ship 
abreast  of  the  10-inch  shell  roomf 

A.  I  think  there  were  about  200  pounds  of  saluting  powder  in  tanks. 
If  there  was  any  other  powder  there,  it  was  of  small  amount.  I  am 
not  sure. 

Q.  Were  there  any  6-inch  charges  stowed  there  t 

A.  I  think  not.  We  had  room  for  all  our  6-inch  powder  in  the  regu 
lar  6-inch  magazines.    I  know  of  no  6-inch  charges. 

Q.  How  are  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms  on  board  the  Maine  con- 
Btractedl    Are  they  lined  with  woodt 

A.  No;  the  bulkheads  are  iron  and  not  lined  with  wood.  They  are 
floored  with  gratings — a  wooden  flooring;  the  x)owder  is  kept  on 
wooden  racks.    The  shells  are  stowed  in  chocks. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  thickness  of  the  bulkhead  between  the  reserve 
TDagrazine  and  the  10-inch  shell  roomt 
A.  No;  I  do  not. 

Q.  There  is,  I  believe,  a  steel  bulkhead  between  the  twof 
A.  Yes;  I  think  so. 
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Q.  How  much  powder  was  stowed  in  the  forward  10-inch  magazine! 

A.  I  think  there  were  about  150  or  160  tanks,  representing  seventy- 
five  or  eighty  charges,  say,  approximately,  some  of  these  being  full  and 
others  reduced  charges,  some  125  pounds  to  the  tank,  that  being  the 
weight  of  one  of  the  tanks  of  a  full  charge.  These  figures  I  give  I 
can  not  be  exact  in. 

Q.  I  suppose  there  were  about  as  many  shell  in  the  shell  rooms  as 
there  were  full  charges  in  the  magazine? 

A.  Tes,  probably  the  same  number. 

Q.  How  was  the  fixed-ammunition  room  forward  located? 

A.  Over  near  themidship  line  of  the  vessel,  abafb  the  Oinch  magazine. 

Q.  Can  you  state  approximately  what  that  contained  at  the  time  of 
the  explosion? 

A.  That  contained  6-pounder  and  1-pounder  shell  and  small-arm— 
that  is,  rifle  and  6-millimeter — amnmnitiou.    I  can  not  say  how  much. 

Q.  What  was  in  the  forward  6-inch  magazine? 

A.  About  two  hundred  or  more  6inch  charges  and  a  corresponding 
number  of  shell  in  the  shell  room  adjoining. 

Q.  On  which  side  was  the  powder  stowed? 

A.  A  little  over  to  the  port  side  of  the  midship  line. 

Q.  In  the  10- inch  magazine  forward  the  powder  was  to  starboard  of 
the  shell,  was  it  not? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  there  was  between  the  coal  bunkers  and  the 
reserve  magazine — how  thick  a  partition,  and  of  what  material? 

A.  I  do  not  know  i)ositively. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  were  also  the  electric  officer  of  the    ^ 
ship.     Will  you  please  state  what  wiring  went  down  into  the  maga- 
zines and  shell  rooms?    I  mean  the  forward  one. 

A.  None.    There  were  electric  lamps  in  the  light  boxes,  and  wires    - 
leading  to  these  lamps,  but  they  were  separated  from  the  magazine  by 
a  double  plating  of  glass. 

Q.  Were  there  any  steam  pipes  in  dangerous  proximity  to  the  maga-     - 
zine  or  shell  room  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  ? 

A.  Yes.  - 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  serious  action  of  the  electric  light  which  would    s 
indicate  grounding  just  previous  to  the  explosion? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion? 

A.  In  the  after  part  of  the  wardroom  mess  room.  i^ 

Q.  With  whom? 

A.  With  Lieutenants  Jungen  and  Jenkins  and  with  Ohief  Engineer  Ic 
Howell.  ):: 

Q.  Please  describe  your  experience  in  full.  j,; 

A.  While  conversing  with  Mr.  Jungen  and  Jenkins,  a  heavy  explo-  |^ 
sion  occurred,  which  was  evidently  in  the  forward  part  of  the  ship. 
This  explosion  shook  the  ship  violently,  and  the  noise  it  made  con-  h 
sisted  of  a  low  grumbling,  comparatively  speaking,  a  low  and  heavy  ^^ 
grumbling,  followed  by  a  heavy  booming  explosion.  It  was  precisely  V 
similar  to  many  other  submarine  explosions  I  have  heard,  except  that  jv 
it  was  on  a  much  larger  scale.  A  submarine  explosion  always  gives 
two  shocks — one  transmitted  by  the  water,  the  other  immediately  fol- 
lowing— the  atmospheric  shock.    The  lights  went  out  at  once,  and  we 
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left  in  darkness.  My  first  impression  was  that  the  ship  had  been 
ked.  1  called  to  tlie  rest,  "We have  been  torpedoed.  Get  up  on 
."  In  the  darkness  1  could  not  see  whether  the  others  were  ahead 
eor  following  me.  I  made  my  way  to  the  wardroom  hidder,  and 
i  the  ladder  intact,  so  far  as  I  could  judge  by  feeling,  and  went 
lis  ladder  and  oat  through  the  door  in  the  after  superstructure  to 
nain  deck.  I  found  the  ship  settling  very  fast,  and  a  great  deal  of 
:kage  abont^,  so  I  went  up  on  the  poop,  where  I  found  Captain 
bee  and  a  nnmVier  of  officers  and  a  few  of  the  men. 
ae  quarter  boats  that  were  in  condition  were  lowered  at  once  and 
;  to  pick  up  men  w^ho  were  around  the  ship  in  the  water  crying  for 
).  Eftbrts  -were  made  to  extinguish  the  fire,  which  had  broken 
in  the  wreck  of  the  middle  superatracture.  These  eflbrts  were 
vailing,  and  there  was  little  that  could  be  done  beyond  rescuing  a 
people  who  could  be  gotten  at  forward.  The  ship  settled  slowly, 
i  careened  slightly  to  port.  After  everything  had  been  done  that 
Id  be  done  the  ship  was  abandoned.  Captain  Sigsbee  being  the  last 
» to  leave.  The  condition  of  the  wreck  was  practically  the  same  as 
IT,  except  that  the  ship  has  settled  lower  in  the  water  since  we  left 
r.  When  we  got  into  the  boats  the  poop  deck  was  dry,  and,  I  should 
Ige,  about  2  feet  above  the  water.  The  condition  of  the  forward  part 
lo  not  know.  I  did  not  know  the  state  of  the  tide  at  the  time. 
^.  When  you  first  heard  the  rumbling  noise  you  spoke  of,  did  the 
ip  list  either  way  t 

A.  Not  so  far  as  I  observed.    I  observed  a  heavy  shaking  of  the  ship, 
there  was  any  lifting  either  way,  it  was  not  perceptible  to  me. 
Q.  When  the  heavy  exx>losion  took  place  which  followed  it,  had  you 
ached  the  upper  deck? 

A.  No.    The  first  part  of  this  explosion  I  have  spoken  of  and  the 
cond  part,  the  heavy  one,  succeeded  each  other  almost  simultaneously, 
id  a  very  short  interval  of  time  separated  the  two  features. 
Q.  Did  the  second  explosion  list  the  ship,  as  far  as  you  can  recoUectt 
A.  No;  not  as  far  as  I  can  recollect  or  observed. 
Q.  You  have  had  considerable  experience  at  Newport  in  matters  of 
Lplosives,  I  believe.    What  was  your  impression  of  the  whole  atfair? 
A.  My  impression,  not  verified  yet  by  what  the  divers  are  finding, 
that  a  very  heavy  mine  went  ofl:*  under  the  Maiyi^s  bottom. 
Q.  Did  you  think  that  the  explosion  of  this  mine — remember  I  am 
ily  speaking  of  your  impression — ^was  followed  by  the  blowing  up  of 
ly  of  the  31ain^8  magazines? 

A.  The  noise  produ^  by  a  heavy  mine  would  be  great  in  itself,  and 
iding  this  noise  to  it  would  probably  be  coincident,  practically  form- 
ig  one  and  the  same  explosion.  From  the  noise  alone  I  can  hardly 
»rm  an  opinion  whether  the  magazine  went  ofi'  also. 
Q.  During  the  stay  of  the  Maine  at  Havana  were  you  executive 
ficer  at  times? 
A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  special  orders  issued  by  your 
>mmanding  officer  in  regard  to  extra  lookouts  at  night  and  the 
aarter  watches  on  deck  ? 
A.  I  heard  them  spoken  of  officially. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  unfriendly  demonstration  being  made 
b  night,  or  any  unauthorized  boats  attempting  to  approach  the  ship 
od  being  ordered  ofif  ? 
A.  No. 
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By  Capt.  Charles  D.  Sigsbee: 

Q.  What  was  the  state  of  discipline  on  board  the  Maine  just  follow- 
ing the  disaster! 
A.  Eemarkably  excellent,  every  one  doing  his  duty  with  coolness. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Would,  in  your  opinion,  the  noise  i)roduced  by  the  explosion  of 
her  magazine  so  low  in  the  water  as  those  of  the  Maine  be  very  similar 
to  an  explosion  of  a  mine  from  the  outside  of  the  ship  ? 

A.  I  think  it  might  be. 

Q.  Was  there  any  private  ammunition  or  loose  ammunition  stowed 
in  the  forward  magazine? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  ammunition  other  than  the  ordinary  powder 
used  on  board  f 

A.  Ko;  none  that  I  know  of.    I  am  sure  there  was  none. 

By  the  Judge  Advocate: 

Q.  Where  were  the  fixed  torpedo  charges  stowed! 

A.  We  had  only  a  few  filled  ready  for  use  in  the  torpedoes,  and  they 
were  kept  by  the  officer  of  the  powder  division,  Mr.  Hood.  I  think 
that  he  had  them  in  the  supply  boxes  of  the  torpedoes,  together  with 
the  other  accessories. 

Q.  Where  was  the  gun  cotton  stowed! 

A.  The  wet  gun  cotton  in  the  war  heads  was  stowed  in  the  torpedo- 
head  room,  which  was  aft,  under  the  forward  part  of  the  steering- 
engine  room.  The  dry  gun  cotton  for  the  torpedo  primers  and  the 
exploders  were  stowed  in  lockers  in  the  cabin. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  At  what  times  were  the  temperatures  of  the  magazines  taken,  and 
was  it  necessary  to  open  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms  to  do  so! 

A.  The  order  which  I  gave  for  taking  the  temperatures  of  the  maga- 
zines and  shell  rooms,  and  which,  I  believe,  was  generally  carried  ont^ 
was  to  take  the  temperatures  atter  quarters,  or  as  near  quarters  as  may 
be  convenient.  It  was  not  necessary  to  open  them  to  take  the  temper- 
ature— ^not  to  open  them  completely — a  small  plate,  ordinarily  closed, 
being  removable  from  the  hole  through  which  the  thermometer  could 
be  reached. 

Q.  In  describing  the  manner  in  which  the  magazines  were  fitted,  yoa 
say  the  floor  of  the  steel  deck  of  the  magazine  was  cx)vered  with  a  grat- 
ing.   Was  there  any  grating  on  the  sides  of  the  magazines! 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  the  tanks  stow  against  the  steel  bulkheads! 

A.  No,  they  were  not  stowed  to  touch  the  steel  bulkheads,  as  I  recol- 
lect; the  uprights  and  the  framework  for  holding  the  tanks  were  set  a 
little  ways  from  the  bulkhead.  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  have  been 
possible  to  stow  the  x)owder  tanks  to  touch  the  side.  They  rested  in 
chocks  and  did  not  touch  the  sides. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  he  was  notified 
to  appear  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock  to  read  over  his  testimony, 
and  after  having  been  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to 
converse  in  regard  to  matters  of  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

The  court  here  took  a  recess  until  1.45  p.  m. 


^ 


DESTRUCTION   OF   THE   U.   8.  BATTLE   SHIP   MAINE.  26 

The  court  reassembled  at  1.45  p.  m. 

Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  jadge-advocate,  and 
Capt.  Charles  I>.  Si^bee,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieut.  Commander  Hiohabd  Wainwbight,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared 
as  a  witness  and  was  daly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

What  is  your  name,  rank,  and  present  station  t 
Richard   VTainwright,  lieatenant-commaiider,  U.  S.  Navy,  exec- 
ntive  officer  of  the  United  States  battle  ship  Maine, 
Q.  Since  when  have  you  been  executive  ofticer  of  the  Maine? 
A.  I  relieved  Ldeat.  Oommander  A.  Marix  at  Norfolk  on  the  7th  day 
of  December,  1897. 
Q.  Have  yon  been  on  board  the  Maine  ever  since  then  f 
A.  Every  day ;  until  February  15. 

Q.  Will  yon  please  tell  the  court  how  the  regulations  in  regard  to 
paints  and  inllammables  were  carried  out  on  board  the  Maine  f 
A.  Strictly  carried  out.    None  below. 

Q.  What  were  the  regulations  on  board  the  Maine  about  closing  the 
doors  and  everjrthing  below  decks  at  8  p.  m.,  when  holds  and  store- 
rooms were  rex)ortedt 

A.  Not  only  the  holds  and  storerooms  were  closed,  but  all  the  water- 
tightdoors,  excepting  those  absolutely  nee<led  for  cominunication.  All 
the  hatches  from  the  protective  deck  up,  excepting  those  over  the 
dynamo  room,  and  those  two  that  communicate  through  over  the  evap- 
orators and  allow  the  heat  to  come  up. 

Q.  Was  the  usual  report  made  by  you  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
8  p.  m.,  on  the  night  of  the  disaster  t 

A.  It  was.  I  can  state  here  in  special  connection  that  the  captain 
instructed  me  on  Saturday  to  be  particular  to  see  if  the  inner  passages 
were  closed.  Yes,  it  was  about  Saturday.  We  had  a  board  with 
hooks  on  it,  and  tallies  for  all  the  doors  that  were  not  regularly  closed, 
bnt  only  closed  for  collision,  or  for  night,  or  for  guard  quarters,  etc.  I 
made  an  examination  myself  of  that,  and  found  some  of  the  tallies 
missing  about  the  same  time,  and  gave  special  instructions  to  Mr. 
Cluverius  to  go  through  the  inner  passages  prior  to  the  time  of  closing, 
and  see  all  the  tallies  in  place,  and  to  afterwards  examine  the  board  so 
as  to  see  if  they  had  been  closed;  and  I  had  also  the  intention  on 
Tuesday  night  in  my  mind  to  examine  the  board,  but  I  did  not  get 
around. 
Q.  Were  the  regular  reports  made  to  you  at  8  o'clock  that  night  t 
A.  They  were. 

Q.  Had  the  magazines  been  opened  that  day! 
i      As  Not  to  my  recollection. 

Q.  What  were  the  orders  in  regard  to  visitors  and  people  not  belong- 
ing to  the  ship  while  you  were  in  Havana? 

A.  All  visitors  were  scrutinized  by  the  officer  of  the  deck  before 
coming  on  board,  and  only  those  that  were  thought  desirable  were 
aUow^  to  come  on  board.  Unless  a  special  party  belonging  to  the  offi- 
cers, only  a  few  at  a  time  were  allowed  on  board.  All  the  masters-at- 
arms  and  sentries  had  special  orders  to  allow  nobody  below  unaccom- 
panied. When  there  were  people  not  taken  around  by  officers,  but  who 
the  officer  of  the  deck  thought  desirable  to  be  shown  around,  they  were 
always  accompanied  by  a  reliable  member  of  the  crew,  and  at  such 
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times  they  were  not  to  take  them  into  intricate  parts  of  the  ship,  and 
they  were  confined  to  the  berth  deck. 

Q.  Captain  Sigsbee,  of  the  Maine^  issned  certain  orders  and  instmc- 
tions  in  regard  to  special  lookouts  at  night  and  a  qnarter  watch  to  be 
kept  on  deck.    Did  you  take  steps  to  see  this  order  carried  outt 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Were  they  in  force  and  being  carried  out  at  the  time  of  the  dis- 
aster t 

A.  They  were.  I  heard  the  quarter  watch  mustered,  and  the  officer 
inquiringwhether  they  all  understood  their  stations,  where  their  sta- 
tions were  at  the  guns,  etc.  The  men  had  been  standing  quarter 
watches  for  some  time,  knew  their  stations,  and  therefore  the  officer  of 
the  deck  merely  questioned  those  he  was  doubtful  about  as  to  whether 
they  knew  their  stations.  I  saw  the  sentry  from  the  poop  after  tbe 
disaster.  He  came  on  board  the  City  of  Washington  and  brought  his 
belt  and  rifle.    None  of  the  other  lookouts  were  saved  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Who  was  the  officer  of  the  deck  at  the  time  of  the  disaster! 

A.  Mr.  Blandin. 

Q.  During  the  stay  of  the  Maine  at  Havana,  did  any  hostile  demon- 
stration afloat  ever  come  to  your  notice  f 

A.  No,  sin 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  case,  either  reported  to  you  or  from  your 
personal  observation,  of  an  unauthorized  boat  attempting  to  approach 
the  ship  and  being  warned  off  t 

A.  Not  warned  off;  but  frequently  these  small  boats  were  hailed  and 
came  very  close.    The  hail  was  answered  and  they  went  on. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  confidence  in  the  police  force  of  the  Maine^ 

A.  The  utmost  confidence. 

Q.  Did  you  have  confidence  in  the  marine  guard  of  the  Maine? 

A.  Yes;  a  good  marine  guard  and  under  good  discipline. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  discipline  and  the  character  of  the 
crew  of  the  Maine  f 

A.  Fine  discipline;  the  crew  were  very  obedient,  very  quiet  men. 
They  needed  a  little  more  exercise,  that  was  the  only  fault  that  I  could 
find. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  boats  were  down  at  the  time  of  the  ex  plosion  f 

A.  I  know  that  the  first  steam  cutter  was  down.  I  believe  that  to 
be  the  only  boat. 

Q.  Where  was  she  at  the  timet 

A.  At  the  starboard  boom. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  disaster! 

A.  When  the  explosion  took  place  I  was  in  what  is  used  as  the  cap- 
tain's office,  called  on  the  plan  the  admiral's  office. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  your  experience  at  the  time  of  the  explo- 
sion t 

A.  I  was  standing  in  the  office  with  Mr.  Holden,  who  was  in  there 
at  the  time.  I  felt  a  very  heavy  shock,  and  heard  the  noise  of  objects 
falling  on  deck.  I  was  under  the  impression,  from  the  character  of  the 
noises,  that  we  were  being  fired  upon.  I  moved  out  and  came  on  the 
main  deck  through  the  starboard  door,  and  passed  up  on  the  after- 
superstructure  deck  by  the  ladder  on  the  starboard  forward  comer.  I 
then  recognized  the  captain's  voice.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect  the 
course  of  events,  the  captain  told  me  to  see  the  boats  ready  to  be  low- 
ered, and  I  gave  the  order  to  clear  away  the  boats.  I  saw  very  few 
men  coming,  and  I  went  from  davit  to  davit  to  see  someone  ready  to 
cast  off  the  fiEklls.    I  found  generally  that  they  were  all  officers.    Most 
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of  the  officers  I  recognized  from  time  to  time  right  on  the  poop.  I  then 
noticed  indications  of  fire  forward.  This  all  occurred  very  quickly 
tc^ether.  I  spoke  to  the  captain  about  flooding  the  magazines,  or  he 
spoke  to  me  about  it.  Someone  then  pointed  dowu  the  hatch,  where 
the  water  was  coming  up,  and  of  course  there  could  be  no  reason  to 
flood  the  magazines.  I  then  called  someone  to  help  me  to  go  forward 
suid  see  if  we  could  get  the  fire  out. 

I  remember  Mr.  Hood  and  Mr.  Boyd  started  with  me,  and  we  suc- 
ceeded together  by  going  over  the  awning  to  what  was  apparently  the 
break  of  the  central  superstructure— the  afterpart.  As  soon  as  I  got 
there  it  was  evident  from  the  mass  of  what  appeared  to  be  burning 
cellulose  there  was  no  chance  of  fighting  the  fire.  Mr.  Boyd  got  upon 
the  superstructure  and  passed  two  men  who  were  crying  out  very 
loudly— one  had  his  arm  broken,  I  think — and  got  them  both  in  the  gig. 
They  were  both  able  to  help  themselves  after  they  recovered  from  the 
shock.  Before  going  forward  I  gave  the  order  to  lower  the  gig,  the 
captain  acquiescing  to  this  order,  and  when  I  returned  lowered  the  two 
remaining  boats — the  second  whale  boat  and  the  barge.  The  three 
hoats  had  different  officers  in  them  that  I  had  detailed  to  go  into  this 
boat  or  that.  We  pulled  about  the  afterpart  of  the  ship  and  picked 
people  out  of  the  water.  By  that  time  the  ship  was  crowded  with 
boats.  The  first  one  that  I  noticed  was  from  the  City  of  Washington. 
I  notic^  a  number  of  Spanish  boats.  I  suggested  to  the  captain  that 
there  might  be  danger  from  the  mass  that  was  burning  of  further 
explosion.  I  was  equally  confident  that  there  was  no  one  left  in  the 
water,  and  that  we  had  better  get  the  crowd  of  boats  out  of  the  way. 
He  authorized  me  to  shove  the  boats  off. 

I  ordered  the  gig  to  back  in,  and  ordered  the  other  boats  off.  The 
captain  did  not  want  to  go.  I  pressed  him  finally,  and  the  only  way 
to  get  rid  of  the  men  was  to  shove  off  ourselves.  When  the  captain 
followed  me  into  the  gig,  we  pushed  in  among  the  boats  and  induced 
them  to  go  off,  taking  the  wounded  to  different  vessels.  The  captain 
then  took  the  gig  to  the  City  of  Washington^  lying  on  our  port  quarter, 
say  between  three  and  four  hundred  yards  distant.  I  then  ordered  an 
officer  to  commence  taking  a  list  of  the  saved  and  wounded  of  the 
Maine's  crew.  I  sent  Mr.  Blandin  in  the  gig  to  pull  around  the  ship, 
and  sent  Mr.  Holman  over  to  the  Spanish  flagship  to  get  our  well  men, 
if  there  were  any,  and  take  a  list  of  the  wounded.  Not  having  suffi- 
cient men  to  keep  up  the  patrol,  I  called  the  gig  in  by  the  captain's 
direction.  That  was  some  considerable  time  after  the  disaster,  when 
there  was  no  chance  of  any  wounded  being  left. 

Q.  What  was  the  discipline  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  men 
immediately  following  the  explosion  f 

A-  I  consider  it  excellent.  All  orders  were  obeyed  with  the  prompt- 
ness of  a  drill.  The  captain  told  me  what  orders  he  wished  me  to  give, 
and  the  only  order  not  promptly  obeyed  was  the  final  order  to  leave  the 
ship,  and  the  officers  hesitated  until  it  was  given  in  an  imperative 
manner. 

Q.  Please  state  your  experience  of  the  shocks  and  noises  you  heard 
during  the  explosion. 

A.  I  only  remember  one  very  heavy  shock.  I  was  so  much  shaken 
up  that  it  took  me  an  appreciable  time  to  find  the  handle  of  the  door, 
the  door  having  been  closed  by  the  shock,  and  pull  it  open. 

Q.  Did  the  ship  list  any  at  this  timef 

A.  The  first  list  I  noticed  was  after  we  commenced  lowering  the 
boatB-*a  list  to  pent. 
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Q.  When  did  you  first  see  and  examine  the  wreck  after  the  disaster? 

A.  At  daylight  the  following  morning  I  took  the  gig  and  Lieutenant 
Hood  and  a  few  of  the  men  and  attempted  to  board  the  wreck.  I  was 
warned  oflF  by  an  armed  boat's  crew — Spaniards.  I  then  pulled  around 
the  wreck.  It  was  not  fully  daylight  enough  to  make  my  impre8sion  at 
that  time  valuable.  There  were  still  some  burning  fragments.  I  know 
that  parts  of  the  wreck  which  I  thought  I  recognized  then  I  found  I 
was  mistaken  in  when  I  bad  a  chance  to  examine  it  in  daylight. 

Q.  Will  you  please  describe  the  wreck  as  you  found  it  after  you  had 
a  full  chance  to  examine  it  by  daylightt 

A.  The  after  part  of  the  ship  appeared  to  be  intact  from  the  crane 
aft,  with  a  heavy  list  to  port,  the  port  turret  being  about  2  feet  under 
water.  The  main  deck  was  folded  back,  carrying  the  central  super- 
structure with  it  at  a  line  between  the  two  cranes  and  about  the  line 
between  the  two  fire  rooms.  It  was  folded  in  a  direction  from  port  to 
starboard,  so  that  the  port  6-inch  gun  was  lying  nearly  over  the  star- 
board 6-inch  gun,  the  conning  tower  pointing  downwsurd  about  where 
the  armory  was — that  is,  the  starboard  after  comer  of  the  superstruc- 
ture. The  forward  smokestack  was  lying  abreast  and  partly  over 
where  the  first  whaleboat  uung;  the  siren  was  on  the  starboard  side 
of  the  after  superstructure.  The  after  smokestack  was  lying  on  the 
}K)rt  side  abreast  of  the  fore-and-aft  bridge,  between  the  after  and  cen- 
tral superstructure.  At  the  lowest  tide  we  had  I  stood  on  the  port 
waterways,  and  could  see  nothing  that  I  could  recognize  as  any  part 
of  the  ship  forward  of  the  crane  on  the  port  side  of  the  main  deck. 

There  were  some  portions  of  the  wreck  forward  of  this  line  mentioned 
on  the  starboard  side.    By  looking  in  underneath  it  I  saw  a  torjiedo 
port,  apparently  of  the  starboard  forward  torpedo.    I  recognized  part    /^ 
of  the  washn>om — I  believe  it  was  part  of  the  foremen's  washroom—    ^ 
immediately  abaft  the  starboard  turret  having  a  small  scupper  with  a 
lip,  a  hold-down  valve,  and  also  a  half  round  bulkhead  separating  por- 
tions of  the  washroom.    Forward  of  that  again  I  recognized  pieces  of    ^ 
bottom  plating  with  anchor  scars.    They  had  a  triangular  piece  that     - 
led  me  to  believe  it  to  have  been  under  the  starboard  anchor.    Forward 
of  that  was  some  wreckage  with  old  rope,  which  I  think  had  been    ^ 
where  the  anchor  gear  was  stowed.    Forward  of  that  one  of  the  fore 
yardarms  was  sticking  up.    As  far  as  I  can  tell  from  the  above  water    ' 
view,  there  is  an  angle  between  the  after  body  of  the  ship  and  the     ^ 
forward,  with  an  ax)ex  to  starboard. 

Q.  Tou  have  had  charge  since  then  of  the  wreck  t  :- 

A.  With  Captain  Sigsbee's  orders,  I  have  had  general  charge.  '' 

Q.  Have  divers  been  at  workt    If  so,  since  whenf 

A.  Since  about  the  17th.  i^ 

Q.  Will  you  please  describe  any  discoveries  of  importance  that  have  ; 
been  made  by  any  of  these  divers,  and,  if  it  is  a  matter  of  importance,  \ 
give  the  name  of  the  diver,  if  you  can  f  '^ 

A.  The  first  thing  of  imiK>rtance  that  I  know  of  having  been  found  i^ 
was  the  finding  yesterday  of  two  powder  tanks,  one  6-inch  and  one  I'. 
10-inch.  They  were  crushed  together  and  flattened  in.  The  divers  k 
could  rei)ort  very  little  that  day.  That  diver  was  Chief  Gunner's  l^i 
Mate  A.  Olsen.  I  will  bring  those  tanks  to  the  court  to-morrow.  >i 
These  cases  did  not  contain  any  powder.  The  6-inch  case,  while  rnp-  .^* 
tared  and  torn,  did  not  appear  to  me  as  if  it  had  been  injured  by  an  k 
explosion  of  powder  within  it.  The  10-inch  case  I  thought  to  have 
been  raptured  by  the  powder  within  it  when  I  examined  it^  bat  I  was 
&r  ftom  certain,    I  ooald  not  understand  its  not  being  more  serioody 
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tpart.  If  I  liad  seen  the  ease  without  any  knowledge  of  an 
lion,  I  should  bave  said  it  was  not  an  exploded  case.  These  were 
in  the  forward,  body  of  the  ship,  and  I  now  believe  them  to  have 
band  in  the  reserve  magazine. 

I  momiD^  a  lO-inch  tank  was  recovered  ftiU  of  powder,  with  the 
slightly  opened.  That  gave  me  the  impression  that  the  tank  had 
breed  oi>en  by  weights  or  pressure  without  flame  or  heat,  as  there 
afficient  opening,  had  there  been  tiame  or  excessive  heat,  to  reach 
mder,  and  as  I  carried  it  in  my  mind,  with  pressure  in  there  it 
I  have  been  fired  before  any  water  could  have  possibly  reached 
rowned  it.  Ensign  Bromby  is  looking  out  for  the  divers  forward 
Javel  Cadet  Claverius  for  the  divers  aft.  The  divers  tell  me  that 
can  find  nothing  of  the  port  side  of  the  ship  forward  of  this  gen- 
ine  that  I  have  mentioned.  They  find  the  cellulose  belt,  I  am  not 
in  on  which  side.  They  also  think  they  have  been  in  the  coal 
Lere.  They  found  one  shell  fused  for  6.i)onnder  near  where  they 
dtbe  full  case,  or  somewhere  in  that  vicinity,  only  approximately. 

I  forgot  to  ask  yon  in  speaking  of  the  crew,  to  give  me  the  record 
bief  Gunner's  Mate  Brofeld,  as  far  as  you  know! 
.  He  was  the  most  painstaking,  obedient,  hard-working  man.    I 
e  known  him  to  be  working  in  the  turrets  most  of  the  night. 
;.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  good-conduct  medals  and  cou- 
lOQS-service  certificate  t 
I.  No. 

U  But  yon  do  know  that  he  had  a  permanent  appointment  f 
L.  I  do.    I  can  say  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  work 
the  ship,  and  while  he  was  acting  gunner  things  went  in  a  very  sat- 
M^tory  manner,  whereas  they  had  not  done  so  before. 
Vitness  desired  to  state  the  following: 

saw  in  the  chief  engineer's  room  of  the  City  of  Washington  a  large 
ce  of  cement  heavily  coated  with  oil.  I  then  thought  it  was  a  piece 
bottom  cement.  I  now  am  inclined  to  believe  it  came  from  the  for- 
rd  blower  on  the  port  side. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  he  was  notified 
appear  before  the  court  to-morrow  at  10  a.  m.  and  read  over  his  tes- 
lony;  and  he  was  furthermore  informed  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
irt  that  at  any  time  any  important  discoveries  were  made  in  the 
eck  he  should  at  once  appear  and  notify  the  court. 
The  witness  having  been  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  converse 
matters  relating  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

!^aval  Cadet  W.  T.  Oluveeius,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness 
fore  the  court  and  was  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

$.  What  is  your  name,  rank,  and  present  station! 

^.  Wat  Tyler  Cluverius;  cadet  U.  S.  Navy;  attaches!  to  the  U.  S. 

ttie  ship  Maine. 

}.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Maine  f 

k.  Ever  since  the  15th  day  of  May,  1897. 

3.  Have  you,  during  that  time,  ever  been  assistant  navigator! 

k^  About  four  months  of  that  time. 

3.  jyo  yon  know  all  about  the  electric  wiring  of  the  ship! 

k,  A  great  portion  of  it,  sir. 

5.  Is  there  any  electric  wire  on  board  the  Main^  so  laid  as  to  endan- 

r  the  magazines  or  shell  rooms! 
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A.  To  my  knowledge  there  is  not. 

Q.  Were  yon  on  board  the  Maine  on  the  night  of  the  explosion! 

A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  yon! 

A.  I  was  in  room  3  of  the  jnnior  officers'  quarters. 

Q.  Will  yon  please  state  to  the  court  what  shocks  you  experienced 
and  what  next  you  heard  t 

A.  My  first  knowledge  of  anything  occurring  was  a  slight  shock  as 
if  a  6-pounder  gun  had  been  fired  somewhere  about  the  deck.  After 
that  a  very  great  vibration  in  my  room,  which  was  then  followed  by  a 
very  heavy  shock,  and  still  continued  vibration  and  rushing  of  water 
through  the  junior  offices'  mess  room,  and  the  sound  as  if  something 
breaking  up  all  the  time. 

Q.  Were  you  asleep  when  you  felt  the  first  shock! 

A.  I  was  not,  sir. 

Q.  What  work  have  you  been  engaged  on  since  the  disaster! 

A.  I  have  been  engaged  in  working  with  the  divers. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  court  any  important  discovery  or 
discoveries  made  by  the  divers!  Give  the  name  of  the  diver  or  any 
important  reports  made  to  you  which  might  give  us  some  informatiou 
as  to  the  state  of  the  wreck  and  the  cause  of  the  explosion. 

A.  I  was  in  charge  of  the  diving  aft,  from  the  after  part  of  the  ship, 
when  we  found  several  important  papers,  which  were  turned  in  to  the 
commanding  officer.  I  was  present  this  forenoon  on  the  fioat  forward 
where  they  had  gotten  up  a  10-inch  powder  tank  intact.  That  is  about 
all  of  importance  that  I  know  of  in  connection  with  this.  My  work 
has  been  wholly  aft. 

Q.  What  is  the  situation  of  the  junior  officers'  mess  room! 

A.  The  junior  officers'  mess  room  is  in  the  same  compartment  as  the 
wardroom  officers'  mess  room,  directly  forward  of  it. 

There  beiug  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  he  was  notified 
to  appear  before  the  court  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock  and  read 
over  his  testimony;  and,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to 
converse  on  matters  relating  to  the  inquiry,  the  witness  withdrew. 

Naval  Cadet  J.  H.  Holden,  U.  8.  Navy,  api)eared  as  a  witness  before 
the  court,  and  was  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  rank,  and  present  station! 

A.  Jonas  Hannibal  Holden,  naval  cadet,  CJ.  S.  Navy,  attached  to 
and  recently  serving  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Maine^  now  wrecked  in  the 
harbor  of  Havana,  Cuba. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Maine  f 

A.  Since  the  15th  day  of  May,  1897. 

Q.  How  much  of  that  time  have  you  been  assistant  navigator! 

A.  About  four  or  five  months. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  electric  wiring  on  board  the  Maine  that  would 
endanger  the  magazines  or  shell  rooms  ! 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  ! 

A.  I  was  in  the  captain's  office  with  Lieut.  Commander  Wainwright, 
the  executive  officer  of  the  Maine, 

Q..  By  the  captain's  office  you  mean,  I  suppose,  the  one  mai'ked  as 
the  admiral's  office  on  the  plan! 

A.  YeS;  sir. 
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).  Will  jon  please  state  to  the  court  what  shocks  yoa  experienced 

1  what  noises  you  heard  at  the  time  of  the  explosion! 

^.  At  the  time  of  the  explosion,  first,  there  was  an  explosion  of  con- 

erable  force,  and  about  three  or  four  seconds  afterwards  there  was 

other  explosion  of  far  greater  force,  and  a  terrible  shaking;  then  we 

shed  up  on  deck. 

Q.  Did  the  ship  list  any  during  either  of  these  explosions  t 

A.  She  seemed  to  be  picked  up  and  listed  slightly  to  starboard. 

Q.  Was  that  the  first  or  second  explosion,  this  list  to  starboard? 

A.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  first. 

Q.  What  duty  have  you  been  on  since  the  explosion! 

A.  On  duty  as  aide  to  the  captain. 

Q.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  divers  t 

A  iNo,  sir. 

Examined  by  the  Goitrt  : 

Q.  Where  would  you  locate  either  of  these  two  explosions— cm  the 

irboard  or  on  the  port  sidef 

A.  The  first  explosion,  my  impression  is,  occurred  on  the  iM)rt  side. 

law  a  shoot  of  flame,  which  seemed  to  be  on  the  port  side. 

Q.  How  about  the  next  and  larger  explosion! 

A.  I  could  not  distinguish  anything  at  the  second  explosion. 

Q.  Was  there  any  water! 

A.  All  I  saw  was  a  column  of  flame. 

Q.  Did  this  column  of  flame  seem  to  come  up  through  the  ship  or  up 

rough  the  decks! 

A.  I  could  not  tell.    It  seemed  to  be  well  to  port.    It  was  well  over 

port. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  he  was  notified 

return  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock  and  read  over  his  testimony 

len  convenient. 

The  court  then  a^ourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  Wednesday,  February 

,  1898,  at  10  o'clock  a.  ro. 

The  court  then  proceeded  to  make  a  personal  examination  of  the 

*eek« 


TJ.  8.  L.  fl.  Tender  Mangrove, 
Harbor  of  Havana,  Wednesday y  February  23^  1898 — JO  a,  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  yesterday. 

Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  Judge- Advocate,  and 

ipt.  Charles  D.  Sigsbee. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  the  second  day  of  the 

(juiry,  was  read  and  approved. 

Lieutenant  Holman  was  called  before  the  court  and  handed  so  much 
the  record  of  yesterday  as  contained  his  testimony,  whereupon  he 
ithdrew,  after  being  directed  to  read  over  his  testimony  and  indicate 
ty  corrections  he  desired  to  make. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  I  now  ask  the  permission  of  the  court  to 
troduce  as  stenographer  Mr.  John  W.  Hulse,  and  Mr.  H.  L.  Bisselle, 
isistant  to  the  stenographer.  I  should  like  to  liave  them  sworn,  and 
isist  me  in  preparing  the  record  of  the  court. 
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Permission  being  granted,  the  stenographer,  John  W.  Hulse,  was 
dnly  sworn  by  the  judge-advocate,  in  accordance  with  U.  8,  Navy 
regulations,  and  took  his  seat  as  stenographer  of  the  court.  Mr  H. 
L«  Bisselle  was  also  sworn  as  assistant  to  the  stenographer. 

Chief  Engineer  Chaeles  P.  Howell,  U.  S.  Navy,  appei^red  as  a 
witness  for  the  prosecution,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  rank,  and  present  station! 

A.  Charles  P.  Howell,  chief  engineer,  U.  S.  Navy,  stationed  on  the 
Maine. 

Q.  When  did  you  join  the  Maine  f 

A.  The  21st  day  of  December,  1895,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 
It  was  either  the  19th  or  21st,  I  have  forgotten  which — about  the  2l6t 

Q.  You  have  been  chief  engineer  of  the  Maine  ever  since T 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  coal  bunkers  on  board  the  Maine  are  adjacent  to  the  maga- 
zines in  the  forward  half  of  the  8hip;  I  mean  magazines  and  shcdl 
rooms  f 

A.  If  I  could  refer  to  the  blue  print  I  could  tell  you  the  numbers  of  ' 
them.  A15  is  on  the  forward  starboard  side  under  the  forward  turret 
That  is  adjacent  to  the  10-inch  magazine.  A16  is  similarly  situated  on 
the  port  side,  and  that  is  adjacent  to  the  6-inch  reserve  magazine,  I 
think  they  call  it.  B3  is  on  the  starboard  side,  and  B5  is  also  on  the 
stetrboard  side.  They  are  adjacent  to  the  magazine.  B4  and  B6  are 
on  the  port  side,  also  adjacent  to  the  6-inch  reserve  magazine. 

Examined  by  the  Court  : 

Q.  The  first  two  are  adjacent  to  the  lOinch  magazine  t  ^ 

A.  Yes,  sir.  Perhaps  I  could  state  that  a  little  better  now,  as  I  first 
went  from  the  starboard  side  to  the  port  side  and  back  again.  .: 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Go  ahead  in  your  own  way.    Make  it  as  plain  as  yon  can. 

A.  On  the  starboard  side,  adjacent  to  the  10-inch  magazine,  are  coal 
bunkers  A15,  B3,  and  B5.  On  the  port  side,  adjacent  to  the  6-inch 
reserve  magazine,  are  coal  bunkers  A16,  B4,  and  B6.  '-^ 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  court,  as  near  as  you  can  recollect,  the  history  ' 
of  coal  bunker  A15,  from  the  time  you  joined  the  ship  up  to  the  time  ^ 
of  the  explosion? 

A.  A15  is  a  bunker  which  it  is  difficult  to  put  coal  in  or  to  take  coal  oat  -- 
of,  and,  besides,  you  have  to  go  through  B4  and  B5.  To  take  coal  oat 
of  A15  you  first  have  to  empty  B3  and  B5,  and  to  put  coal  in  A15  !^ 
you  have  to  partially  fill  B5,  and  then  fill  from  B5  into  A15.  As  I  1^ 
say,  it  is  a  difficult  bunker  to  put  coal  in  and  take  coal  out.  Those  -^ 
bunkers  forward  have  been  emptied  as  frequently  as  possible  in  order  :^ 
to  lighten  the  ship  forward.  We  have  always  tried  to  take  coal  out  of 
the  forward  bunkers  as  much  as  possible,  because  when  they  are  full  ft 
the  ship  has  a  tendency  to  go  down  forward.  It  was  the  same  way  on  P 
the  port  side.  A16  is  a  difficult  bunker  to  fill,  and  is  the  last  one  that  P' 
is  empti^  on  the  port  side,  because  we  have  to  take  coal  out  of  B4  fi 
and  B6  before  we  can  take  any  out  of  A16. 

Q.  Have  you  always  inspected  coal  on  board  the  Maine  before  receiv- 
ing itf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you,  during  the  time  you  have  been  chief  engineer  of  the   c 


DESTRUCTION   OF  THE   U.  8.  BATTLE   SHIP  MAINE.  83 

p,  had  any  signs  of  any  kind  of  spontaneous  oombastioD  in  the 
>anker8t 

No,  sir ;  none  whatever.  In  connection  with  that  I  have  fluently 
ined  the  diflerent  bunkers  all  around  everywhere,  and  the  difi'er- 
inds  of  coal.  I  have  never  seen  any  signs  whatever  of  any  bunker 
Dg.  I  have  examined  them  from  the  outside,  and  when  they  have 
I  coal  out  of  them;  also  particularly  when  we  have  taken  in  coal 
I  thought  was  more  liable  to  spontaneous  combustion  than  other 
1  have  never  seen  any  signs  of  heating. 

When  did  you  make  your  last  examination  of  these  bunkers,  pre- 
\  to  the  explosion  t 

Bunkers  B3,  B5,  B4,  and  B6 — unless  you  want  to  consider  some 
^  I  will  not  mention  any  others — are  emptied,  and  they  have  been 
led  about  two  weeks. 

That  is,  previous  to  the  explosion  t 

Yes,  sir;  B3,  B5,  B4,  and  B6. 

Those  have  been  empty  t 

They  have  been  empty  ten  days  or  two  weeks.    All  of  those  have 

entirely  empty.  In  that  time  we  have  painted  all  those  bunkers 
we  have  scaled  them.  Also  we  have  scaled  the  chutes  that  led 
1  to  them,  and  painted  them.  A15  was  about  half  empty  until  the 
of  this  explosion.  On  that  day,  at  4  o'clock,  we  began  taking  coal 
1  A15,  to  keep  the  ship  on  an  even  trim.  I  have  not  been  in  that 
cer  personally  since  they  began  taking  coal  out  of  it,  though  I  have 
ed  around  these  bunkers,  and  I  felt  of  them  within  a  week  on  both 
3.  I  have  been  to  the  wing  passages,  and  every  time  I  go  through 
e  I  can  feel  those  bunkers.  I  pass  right  by  the  bunkers.  It  is  a 
rter  of  an  inch  thick,  and  I  put  my  hand  on  them.  I  never  have 
d  through  there  without  putting  my  hand  on  them  to  feel  the  tem- 
kture. 

.  You  never  found  any  signs  of  heating  t 
.  I  never  found  any  signs  of  heating — any  variation. 
.  At  the  time  of  the  explosion  what  was  the  condition  of  bunker 
f 

.  It  was  full  of  coaL 

.  Is  it  easy  of  access  for  the  purpose  of  feeling  the  temperature  t 
.  Yes,  sir;  on  all  four  sides. 

.  Do  you  mean  that  it  can  be  easily  felt  for  temperature  on  all  four 
sf 

.  Outside;  yes,  sir,  for  temperature. 
.  How  close  is  this  bunker  to  the  magazine  itself  t 
.  Personally  I  do  not  know  what  is  between  the  bunker  and  the 
azine.    I  know  there  is  sheet  iron,  but  whether  that  is  lined  with 
1  on  the  magazine  side  I  do  not  know. 

.  The  inboard  bulkhead  of  the  bunker  is  against  the  magazine,  is 
^tf 

.  Yes,  sir. 

.  Is  not  a  portion  of  the  inboard  bulkhead  of  this  bunker  easily 
esible  without  going  into  the  magazine! 
.  Yes,  sir. 

.  The  escape  hole  is  there,  I  believet 
.  Yes,  sir. 

.  Leading  into  the  loading  roomt 
.  Yes,  sir. 
.  Then,  in  case  there  should  be  any  spontaneous  combustion  in 
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bunker  A16,  would  it  uot  be  likely  that  it  would  be  felt  by  people 
going  to  and  fro  in  the  passing  roomt 

A.  Yes^  sir;  decidedly  so. 

Q.  What  kind  of  coal  was  in  bunker  A16f 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  it  was  New  Biver  coal.    I  have  a 
memorandum  of  that  in  my  notebook,  but  I  haven't  it  here.    It  is  lost 

Q,  Where  do  you  receive  New  Biver  coalt 

A.  At  Newport  News. 

Q.  Regarding  the  steam  piping  of  the  Maincj  was  there  any  piping 
in  dangerous  proximity  to  the  forward  magazines  or  shell  rooms f 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  steam  pipes  lead  through  bunker  A16t 

A.  No,  ftir. 

Q.  What  boilers  were  in  use  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 

A.  The  two  aftermost  boilers  in  the  ship,  one  on  each  sida 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  those  boilers  t 

A.  In  good  condition.    We  were  in  the  habit  of  carrying  about  80  to 
100  pounds  of  steam  in  port. 

Q.  For  auxiliary  purposes  f 

A.  For  auxiliary  purposes,  in  port. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  carry  in  those  same  boilers  when  steaming  at 
neaf 

A.  One  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 

Q.  Who  was  the  engineer  of  the  watch  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 

A.  AssiHtant  Engineer  Merritt. 

Q.  I  believe  he  was  lostt 

A.  Excuse  me;  I  made  a  mistake.    It  was  Mr.  Morris — ^Assistant 
Engineer  Morris. 

Q.  Did  you  have  what  you  consider  a  competent  watch  on  duty  lor 
two  boilers! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  watch  of  reliable  ment 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  opinion  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  those  two 
boilers  to  explode  with  the  pressure  they  were  carrying? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  explosion  would^fiot  have  done  much  damage  under 
ordinary  circumstances. 

Q.  What  is  the  approximate  length  of^feb©  two  fire  rooms? 

A.  Each  fire  room  is  about  48  feet  long.    N. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  exploSip^^ 

A.  In  the  ward-room  mess  room.  ^^. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  court  what  noi^  ^^^  heard  and 
what  shocks  you  felt  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  !    '^ 

A.  I  was  suddenly  startled  with  an  unusual  shock  ^tt®'^  ^*^  ^^^ 
a  continued  series  of  convulsions  and  a  noise  like  the  tl^"'^  ^'  ^^^ 
?*nP  ^ixu  *^'  ^^^  ^  tremendous  crash,  then  apparently  tM?  ^^1'^  ®' 
the  dfck  ^''^  ^^'^  ^^^^  "^  '^'  '^  ^"^  "^""^^  and  3^^***^  on 

flrit  £wkf^  °^^'^  *^^  ^®*  ^^  ^^®  ®^^  **  ^^®  ^®*  explosiS^  ^^  *^® 

A    No,  sir;  I  did  not  notice  it  until  after  this  series  of  shocks  V^i^'^  I 

started  to  go  on  deck.    Then  the  ship  appeared  to  be  Usted  overl''^''* 

Examined  by  the  Court: 
Q.  Which  wayt 
A.  To  port. 
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Q.  That  is  a  K^eat  list,  yoa  know. 

A«  Let  me  modify  that.    I  Bhoald  say  it  was  listed  over  aboat  5o  to 

port 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Adyooate: 

Q.  After  yoa  reached  the  deck,  did  you  see  any  npshoot  of  flame,  or 
anything  of  that  kindt 

A.  N'o;  none  to  any  extent.  Now  and  then  there  would  be  a  small 
explosion,  like  the  explosion  of  a  6-inch  shell,  i>erhaiw. 

Examined  by  Gaptain  Sigsbbe  : 

Q.  Ton  have  said  that  bunker  A16  was  full  of  ooalt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  bunker  not  exposed  on  two  sides  on  the  deck  immedi- 
ately above  the  6-inch  reserve  magazine  T 

A.  It  was. 

Q.  Was  not  the  immediate  vicinity  used  by  the  men  employed  in  the 
hydraulic  room  as  a  sleeping  place  or  loafing  placet 

A.  There  was  a  storeroom 

Q.  I  mean  on  the  inboard  sidet 

A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a  storeroom  on  the  port  side  of  the  hydraulic 
room.  One  side  of  it  was  up  to  the  bunker,  and  that  room  was  much 
frequented. 

Q.  But  was  there  not  another  side  of  that  bunker  in  the  hydraulic 
room  itself— the  inboard  side  of  the  bunker  f 

A.  No,  sir;  there  was  a  storeroom  between  the  hydraulic  room  and 
the  bunker. 

Examined  by  the  Goxtbt  : 

Q.  It  was  the  electric  storeroom! 
A.  The  electric  storeroom. 

Examined  by  Gaptain  Sigsbeb: 

Q.  What  I  am  trying  to  get  at  is  that  the  men  used  to  habitually  lie 
in  that  comer — ^the  port  forward  corner  in  the  hydraulic  room — with 
their  heads  right  against  what  must  have  been  that  bunker  t 

A.  There  is  a  storeroom  between  the  hydraulic  room  and  the  bunker. 

Q.  There  was  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  same  level. 

Q.  Was  not  that  bunker  exposed  on  three  sides  at  the  forward  entrance 
of  the  port- wing  passage! 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  that  bunker  was  exposed  on  three  sides,  which  was  much 
fi^uented.  it  was  exi>osed  on  the  fourth  side  by  an  empty  bunker  at 
this  time,  and  we  had  had  men  in  there  painting. 

Q.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  hands  of  the  crew  must  have  rested  on 
that  bunker  many  times  a  day  through  the  use  of  that  wing  passage! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  traversing  the  passage! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Examined  by  the  Goubt  : 

Q.  Gould  the  entire  length  of  the  bunker  A16,  abutting  against  the 
6-inch  reserve  magazine,  1^  examined  from  the  outside  of  the  bunker! 

A.  Not  from  the  magazine  itself. 

Q.  That  is,  fi:om  the  outside  of  the  coal  bunker  ! 

A.  Allow*me  to  explain  that.  I  have  never  been  in  that  magazine, 
but  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  the  temperature  could  not  be  found 
firom  the  magazine  as  weU  as  any  other  place. 
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Q.  How  could  yon  examine  the  temperature  of  that  coal  bunker  on 
the  outside  where  it  abutted  against  the  top  of  the  magazine  f 

A.  We  did  not  examine  it  from  the  magazine;  we  examined  it  from 
aft  and  outboard. 

Q.  This  coal  bunker  is  represented  on  the  same  deck  as  this  maga- 
zine. How  could  you  get  at  the  outside  of  that  coal  bunker  on  this 
deck? 

A.  Not  on  the  deck  shown  here,  but  on  another  deck. 

Q.  But  the  magazine  is  not  on  another  deck. 

(Captain  Sigsbee  here  made  a  rough  drawing  of  the  bunkers  and 
explained  it  to  the  court.) 

Examined  by  the  Court  : 

Q.  Would  the  heating  of  coal  in  the  bottom  of  such  a  bunker  cause 
such  a  heat  two  decks  above  as  to  be  very  noticeable  f 

A.  I  should  say  yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is,  no  heating  could  take  place  in  one  part  of  the  coal  bunker 
which  would  not  diffuse  itself  through  the  massf 

A.  Without  rising  up  to  the  highest  point  of  the  bunker. 

Chief  Engineer  Howell  desired  to  add  the  following  testimony: 

The  dynamo  room  also  goes  out  of  that  bunker,  in  addition  to  what 
has  been  brought  up. 

Tlie  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  tomorrow  morning  at  10  o^clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished 
with  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of 
which  ho  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct. 
The  request  was  granted  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly^ 
whereupon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Lieutenant  Holman  appeared  before  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  If  the  court  please,  I  request  that  the  wit- 
ness be  cautioned  that  the  oath  previously  taken  by  him  is  still 
binding. 

The  witness  was  duly  cautioned  as  requested  by  the  judge-advocate. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Lieutenant  Holmau,  you  have  read  over  the 
testimony  given  by  you  on  yesterday.  As  it  it  now  recorded,  is.it  cor- 
rect! 

Lieutenant  Holman.  It  is  correct,  as  now  recorded,  with  one  excep- 
tion. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Sit  down,  please,  and  make  that  correction. 

Lieutenant  Holman.  I  would  like  to  change  my  evidence  with  regard 
to  the  amount  of  saluting  powder  that  was  on  board. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Make  your  statement 

Lieutenant  Holman.  I  stated  200  pounds.  It  must  have  been  con- 
siderably more  than  that,  but  how  much  more  I  do  not  know.  On 
reflection,  thinking  of  the  amount  that  we  used  for  one  salute,  and  the 
saluting  powder  not  being  down  so  as  to  require  a  new  supply  or  a  new 
requisition,  we  must  have  had  very  much  more  than  200  pounds. 

The  Judgk-Advocate.  You  can  not  give  us  approximately  how 
much  was  in  that  magazine! 
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lieatenant  Holman.  "So;  I  can  uot. 

Examined  by  the  GoUBT : 

Q.  What  was  the  ordiuary  temperature  of  the  dynamo  room  t 

A.  The  temperature  of  the  dynamo  room  in  weather  such  as  exists  at 
present  was  about  90^ — not  far  from  90^. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  a  serious  rise  of  temperature  in  bunker  A16, 
which  abuts  on  the  port  side  of  the  dynamo  room,  do  you  tbink  it  would 
have  been  quickly  noticed  in  the  dynamo  roomf 

A.  Xo;  not  unless  it  were  such  a  rise  in  temperature  as  to  set  fire  to 
wooc'work — such  as  to  manifest  itself  in  that  way,  setting  fire  to  the 
woodwork  in  that  bulkhead. 

Q.  Would  not  the  men  naturally  frequently  come  in  contact  with  that 
bulkhead  t 

A.  No. 

Q.  It  was  the  port  side,  and  it  formed  in  that  way  [indicating]  f 

A«  In  the  port  side  dynamo  room,  att,  between  the  entrance  to  the 
central  station  and  the  side  of  the  ship,  was  a  desk  and  several  search- 
light ammeters. 

(A  blue  print  was  here  shown  to  the  witness.) 

Q.  What  I  wish  to  know  is  whether  in  case  of  a  serious  rise  of  tem- 
perature in  the  bunker  would  it  not  have  been  noticed  in  the  dynamo 
roomf 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  would. 

Q.  You  said,  in  answer  to  a  question,  that  a  rise  in  temperature  would 
not  be  noticed  unless  it  were  such  a  rise  as  would  set  fire  to  the  wood- 
work on  that  bulkhead.  There  was  woodwork  on  that  bulkhead,  was 
there  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  that  in  such  close  contact  with  the  bulkhead  that  in  case 
that  bulkhead  had  become  very  hot,  or  heated  to  a  heat  which  would 
have  ignited  wood,  it  probably  would  have  ignited  that  switchboard  or 
caused  it  to  chart 

A.  Yes;  if  the  heat  had  been  maintained  for  some  time.  The  wood- 
work, as  I  recollect,  was  not  in  immediate  contact  with  the  bulkhead, 
but  set  off  a  little  way  from  it. 

Q.  But  would  not  a  serious  rise  of  temperature  in  that  bulkhead  have 
made  itself  felt  in  the  general  temperature  of  the  dynamo  room  to  such 
a  degree  as  to  be  very  qoticeable;  because  a  temperature  which  will 
ignite  anything  like  coal  or  wood  is  a  very  high  onet 

A.  Yes;  I  can  conceive  that  there  might  be  such  a  temx>erature  as  to 
manifest  itself  in  that  way. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  ahmd  to  him,  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct ;  and,  having 
been  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters  x)6rtaining  to 
Uie  trial,  he  withdrew. 

Lieutenant-Gommander  Wainwbight  here  appeared  before  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwright,  I  now 
hand  you  so  much  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  as 
contains  your  testimony  before  the  court  of  inquiry.  I  ask  you  to 
withdraw,  read  it  over,  and  make  any  corrections  you  desire,  after 
which  you  will  please  return  and  inform  the  court  of  those  corrections. 
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Paymaster  Ohables  M.  Bay,  IT.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  and 
was  daly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  JuDGE-ADyocATE: 

Q.  What  is  yonr  name,  rank,  and  present  station! 

A.  Charles  M.  Bay,  paymaster,  IT.  8.  Navy,  attached  to  the  IT.  S.  8. 
Maine, 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  attached  to  the  Maine? 

A.  I  join^  her  on  the  2d  of  Febrnary  last. 

Q.  Beferring  to  yonr  storerooms  in  the  forward  part  of  the  Maine^ 
was  there  any  inflammable  or  dangerous  matter  stowed  in  any  of  those 
storerooms  f 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge  and  belief,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  stowed  forward  belonging  to  your  department,  and 
where  was  it  stowed  t 

A.  I  think  these  are  the  only  two  rooms  I  had  [indicating  on  blue 
print].  There  was  stored  in  them  preserved  meats,  small  stores,  and 
some  clothing. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 

A.  I  was  in  my  own  room,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  wardroom! 

A.  In  the  wardroom. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  court  what  shocks  you  experienced, 
and  what  noises  yon  heard  f 

A.  My  first  impression,  my  first  shock,  you  might  say,  was  a  sort  of 
an  upheaval.  My  impression  then  was,  from  the  downward  tendenqr, 
that  the  ship  had  been  broken  in  half,  and  that  she  was  sinking.  I 
immediately  got  out  of  my  chair  and  stood  under  the  lintel  of  the  door. 
There  were  small  pieces  falling  fh)m  above — small  pieces  of  the  deck, 
I  suppose.  I  gathered  myself  together  from  that,  and  heard  the  water 
rushing  in  from  forward,  and  then  I  made  my  way  on  the  superstruc- 
ture. After  that,  the  only  explosions  I  heard  were  from  the  City  of 
Washington,  of  the  small  arms. 

Q.  At  the  first  shock  you  felt,  did  you  notice  any  perceptible  list  of 
the  ship  t 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  you  reached  the  deck,  did  you  notice  any  upshoot  of  flame, 
or  anything  of  that  kindt 

A.  No,  sir;  not  except  the  ordinary  burning  of  fire. 

Examined  by  the  Ooubt: 

Q.  What  was  the  usual  temi>erature  of  your  storerooms  just  forward 
of  that  magazine! 
A.  That  I  can  not  say.   I  am  not  familiar  enough  with  the  storerooms. 
Q.  Ton  had  not  been  in  the  ship  longt 
A.  No,  sir;  just  two  weeks,  and  I  hs^  not  settled  down,  in  fe^t. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  Was  your  jack-ofthe-dust  saved t 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  your  yeoman  saved  t 

A.  No,  sir;  their  names  are  not  on  the  list. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness  his  testimony 
was  read  aloud  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct;  and,  hav- 
ing been  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters  pertaining 
to  the  trialy  he  withdrew. 
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Surg.  LT70iBif  G.  HBNiOBBXRasBy  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness 
and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge-Adyogatb  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  rank,  and  present  station  t 

A.  Lncien  G.  Henneberger,  surgeon  U.  8.  Navy,  attached  to  the 
Maine. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  attacked  to  the  Maine^ 

A.  Since  JN^ovember  10, 1896. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  stow  inflammable  matters  belonging  to  your 
department! 

A.  We  had  alcohol,  whiskies,  and  brandies  in  the  medical  storeroom, 
and  a  few  bottles  of  each  for  immediate  use  in  the  dispensary. 

Q.  Where  was  the  medical  storeroom  you  speak  of  situated  t 

A.  Beneath  the  wardroom. 

Q.  Did  the  dispensary  lead  into  the  sick  bay  t 

A.  It  did. 

Q.  Were  there  any  sick  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 

A.  There  were  three  or  four  on  the  sick  list  at  the  time  of  the  explo- 
sion. 

Q.  Were  there  any  attendants  to  the  sick  t 

A.  Three. 

Q.  Did  the  apothi3cary  sleep  in  the  dispensary  t 

A.  He  did. 

Q.  Then  you  feel  reasonably  certain  that  if  there  had  been  any  ex- 
plosion of  any  kind  there  it  would  have  been  noticed  at  oncet 

A.  At  once. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 

A.  In  my  bunk. 

Q.  WOl  you  please  state  to  the  court  what  shocks  you  felt  and  what 
noises  yon  heard  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 

A.  I  was  lying  in  my  bunk  reading,  and  I  felt  a  sudden  upheaving  of 
the  ship.  The  lights  were  extinguished,  and  this  was  followed  imme- 
diately by  a  deep  boom,  as  of  an  explosion.    That  was  all  I  heard. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  list  of  the  ship  at  the  first  shock  T 

A.  A  list  to  port.  As  I  went  up  the  ladders  the  ladders  inclined 
toward  the  port  side. 

Q.  That  was  after  you  had  felt  the  first  shock — this  listf 

A.  Yes,  sir.  I  felt  the  shock  before  getting  out  of  my  bunk ;  but  jaat 
as  I  got  out  of  my  bank  I  made  my  way  forward  to  the  wardroom  door 
and  began  to  climb  the  ladders. 

Q.  What  I  wish  to  know  is  whether,  at  the  very  first  shock  you  felt, 
there  was  a  perceptible  listl 

A.  No. 

Q«  After  you  reached  the  upi)er  ileck  did  you  notice  any  upshoot  of 
flame  or  anything  of  that  kind — any  more  than  the  ordinary  burning  ot 
firef 

A.  No. 

Q«  Can  you  give  the  number  of  the  w  ./unded  that  were  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Havana! 

A.  There  were  29  sent  to  the  San  Ambrosia — approximately  29;  I  do 
not  know  whether  that  is  the  exact  number — and  6  to  the  Alphonso 
Treize. 

Q.  How  many  of  these  patients  have  since  diedf 

A.  Six. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  wounded  were  sent  to  Key  Westt 
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A.  I  do  not  know  how  many  went  by  the  Olivette  the  flr8t  trip. 
She  left  in  such  a  harry  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  tell.  There 
were  10  sent  by  the  Mangrove  the  following  day  but  one. 

Q.  You  are  not  able  to  give  this  court  the  number  of  killed,  are  youf 

A.  No,  sir. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  aloud  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct;  and,  having 
been  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to 
the  trial,  he  withdrew. 

Private  William  Anthony,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  appeared  as  a 
witness,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  rank,  and  present  station! 

A.  William  Anthony,  private,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  U.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  marine  guard  of  the  Maine  during  her  last 
stay  at  Havana  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  day  of  the  explosion! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  what  duty  f 

A.  On  orderly  duty,  aft. 

Q.  What  watches  had  you  had  that  day! 

A.  1  had  the  8  to  12  p.  m.  watch — the  first  watch,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  had  any  watch  during  the  daytime! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  from  8  to  12  in  the  forenoon.  I  had  both  watches,  8  to 
12  p.  m.  and  8  to  12  a.  m. 

Q.  During  the  forenoon  watch  had  the  magazine  keys  been  taken 
out  of  the  cabin  ! 

A.  Not  by  me,  sir;  not  by  anybody,  to  my  recollection.  The  drill 
was  that  day,  and  it  did  not  necessitate  opening  the  magazine. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  keys  of  the  magazine  and  shell  rooms 
were  in  their  proper  place  in  the  cabin  at  8  p.  m.  that  night! 

A.  No,  sir;  my  business  did  not  call  me  as  far  as  the  captain's 
stateroom. 

Q.  You  made  the  usual  reports  to  the  captain  that  the  magazines 
were  in  proper  condition  that  night! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  ! 

A.  I  was  standing  on  the  main  deck,  just  outside  of  the  door,  on  the 
starboard  side. 

Q.  Please  tell  the  court  what  you  felt  and  what  you  saw. 

A.  I  first  noticed  a  trembling  and  buckling  of  the  decks,  and  then 
this  prolonged  roar — not  a  short  report,  but  a  prolonged  roar.  The 
awnings  were  spread,  and  where  the  wing  awning  and  the  quarter-deck 
awning  should  join  there  was  a  space  of  at  least  18  inches.  I  looked 
out  and  saw  an  immenst,  !?eet  of  fiame,  and  then  I  started  in  to  warn 
the  cai)tain. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  perceptible  list  to  the  ship  at  the  first  shock! 

A.  At  the  first  shock  the  ship  instantly — that  is,  the  quarter  deck, 
where  I  was  standing — dipped  forward  and  to  port,  just  like  that  findi- 
catingl.  It  apparently  broke  in  the  middle  like  that  [indicating]  and 
surged  forward,  and  tlien  canted  over  to  port. 

Q.  Canted  over  to  p(»rt  after  t\v*  first  shock! 

A.  Yes;  it  was  continually  settling  more  to  i)ort  while  I  was  on 
board. 
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Examined  by  the  CoUBT : 

Q.  I  would  like  to  have  yoa  des^nibe  a  little  more  particularly  where 
you  saw  this  upshoot  of  flame. 

A.  It  was  well  forward.  It  must  have  been  forward  of  the  super- 
structure. I  could  see  the  debris  going  up  with  it.  I  do  not  know 
what  it  was,  but  I  aaw  firebrands  going  up. 

Q.  Was  it  on  the  i)ort  side  or  the  8tarl>oard  sidet 

A.  It  looked  more  to  port  than  it  did  on  the  midship  line.  It  looked 
like  it  covered  the  whole  ship.  It  was  an  immense  glare  that  illumined 
the  whole  heavens  for  the  moment,  as  much  as  I  could  see  for  the  awn- 
ings. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  water  with  it! 

A.  I  didn't  notice  that,  sir.    I  started  in  the  cabin  at  once. 

The  court  had  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witness. 
There  were  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witness. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
toreiK>rt  to-morrow  morning  at  lOo^clock,  when  he  will  be  furnisbecl 
with  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony,  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of 
'  which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  oppor- 
'  tonity  to  amend  his  testimony  »s  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct. 

The  request  was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly; 
whereupon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to 
discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  trial. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  I  would  like  to  state  to  the  court,  that  there 
are  three  gentlemen  of  whom  I  have  knowledge  not  belonging  to  the 
Government  who,  I  believe,  saw  the  explosion  from  outside  the  ship, 
and  if  the  court  wishes  their  testimony,  I  think  I  can  produce  them 
to-morrow  morning.  One  of  them  is  Captain  Teasdale,  of  the  British 
baik  Deva;  another  one  is  the  engineer  of  the  floating  dtxtk,  Mr.  Kolfe. 
Mid  the  third  one  is  the  manager  of  the  oil  works  at  Eegla,  Mr.  Van 
Siikle. 

The  President.  We  should  have  them. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  I  think  they  are  willing  to  come  to-morrow 
'morning.    I  only  got  this  information  over  night. 

: 

Lieutenant  Commander  Wainweight  here  appeared  before  tie 
court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  You  have  read  over  your  testimony  given 
before  the  court  on  yesterday.    Is  your  testimony  as  recorded  correct! 

Lieutenant  Commander  Wainwbight.    It  is. 
.    The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Capt.  Chables  D.  Sigsbee  was  then  called  upon  by  the  judge- 
advocate  to  stai^  whether  his  testimony  as  given  to  the  court  in  the 
first  day's  proceedings  was  correct  as  recorded,  and  he  announced  that 
It  was  correct  as  recorded. 

Captain  Sigsbee  was  then  requested  to  take  the  stand  and  did  so, 

ing  cautioned  by  the  president  that  the  oath  previously  taken  by  him 

as  HtUl  binding. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Ad  roc  ate: 
Q.  Whnt  officers  have  bfMMi  detailed  by  yon  to  obttiin  iTifonnntinn  in 
gard  to  nuy  outsiders  who  may  ha\  e  weu  the  e\plosiuu  ol  the  AUuuit  t 
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A.  Lieatenant-Gommander  Wainwright,  Lieutenant  Holman,  and 
Chief  Engineer  Howell,  all  of  the  Maine. 

Q.  Have  any  of  those  officers  made  any  report  to  you  as  to  obtaining 
any  information! 

A.  I  have  had  no  report  made  to  me  yet,  bat  I  know  that  Mr.  Hoi- 
man  has  some  notes. 

Q.  I  have  Mr.  Holman's  notes  before  me,  and  I  know  the  witnesses 
he  has  found. 

A.  I  submitted  to  the  board,  especially  to  Mr.  Holman,  whose  time 
was  available  when  I  made  out  the  order,  a  series  of  questions  relating 
to  the  phenomena  of  the  explosion,  and  I  gave  him  directions  to  inter- 
view persons  about  the  bay  and  in  the  city,  in  order  to  gather  informa- 
tion relative  to  these  questions. 

Q.  Mr.  Holman's  notes  are  the  only  reports  that  have  been  madet 

A.  That  is  all  I  have  now. 

Q.  He  is  one  of  the  members  of  that  boardf 

A.  He  is  one  of  the  members  of  that  board. 

Q.  Do  you  wish  to  give  any  further  testimony  in  regard  to  coal 
bunker  A16f    You  informed  me  that  you  did. 

A.  Is  that  the  one  on  the  port  sidef 

Q.  Yes. 

A.  It  is  my  opinion  that  if  the  interior  of  coal  bunker  A16  had  been 
so  hot  as  to  be  dangerous  to  the  6-inch  reserve  magazine  that  this  heat 
would  have  shown  itself  in  the  outside  plating  of  the  bunker,  in  the 
passing  room  of  the  forwnrd  turret,  in  the  wing  passage  connecting 
therewith,  and  in  the  passage  communicating  with  these  two  apart- 
ments. In  passing  from  the  passing  room  into  the  wing  passage  there 
was  a  turn  to  the  left.  On  three  sides  of  this  turn  the  plating  of  the 
bunker  was  exposed.  The  passage  was  narrow.  The  tendency,  there- 
fore, of  a  person  in  passing  and  in  turning  to  the  left  would  have  been 
to  place  the  left  hand  on  the  plating.  I  went  through  this  interme- 
diate passage,  I  think,  the  day  before,  and  observing  that  one  of  the 
dogs  ot  the  manhole  escape  from  that  bunker  was  not  tightly  wedged 
in  place,  I  gave  directions  to  see  that  it  was  always  kept  tightly  doMd, 
except  when  intended  to  be  opened  altogether.  I  put  my  hand  on  the 
dog  and  there  was  then  no  appearance  of  undue  heat.  This  was  either 
the  day  before  or  two  days  before — I  think  the  day  before  the  explosion. 
Also,  there  were  electric  leaves  on  the  outside  of  this  bunker,  in  the 
wing  passage,  and  it  is  probable  that  undue  heat  would  have  interfered 
with  the  insulation,  and  have  given  warning  somewhere.  That  is  all 
I  desire  to  say  on  that. 

Q.  Do  you  also  wish  to  testify  in  regard  to  the  record  and  character  of 
Chief  Gunner's  Mate  Brofeldtf 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  occasion  to  send  Brofeldt's  record  to  the  Navy 
Department  two  or  three  weeks  ago.  His  record  was  a  very  fine  one^ 
He  had  three  good -conduct  medals  on  his  present  enlistment  record,  cov- 
ering about  two  years.  According  to  my  recollection,  every  mark  under 
every  heading  was  a  maximum.  He  had  received  no  punishment  what- 
ever. His  record  was  absolutely  perfect,  and  he  would  have  gained  on 
it,  had  he  continued  in  the  same  course,  another  good-conduct  medaL 

The  court  had  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit-  {^ 
ness  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  farninhed  ^ 
with  as  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  upon  the  meedng  ^ 
of  the  court  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock  ^  that  he  be  directed  to  ^ 
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Eunine  the  same,  npon  the  completion  of  which  he  will  be  given  an 
portonity  to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct 
rhe  court  then  (at  12  o'clock  noon)  took  a  recess  until  1^  o'clock  p.m« 
The  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 
E^resent:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  the 
mographer,  and  Gapt.  Oharles  D.  Sigsbee. 

Bnsign  W.  Y.  N.  PowBLSON,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness,  and 
hs  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  rank,  and  present  station? 
Al.  W.  V.  N.  Powelson;  ensign,  U.  S.  Navy;  serving  on  board  the 
S.  S.  Femm 

^  Were  you  on  board  the  Fern  when  she  arrived  at  Havana  shortly 
:er  the  explosion  of  the  Maine? 
di.  Yes,  sir. 

)«  How  long  after  the  explosion  did  you  arrive f  The  explosion  took 
yce  at  9.40  p.  m. 

1.  We  arrived  ou  Wednesday  at  about  3  p.  m. 
^  What  duty  have  you  been  engaged  on  since  you  have  been  in 
kvana,  regarding  the  wreck  of  the  Mainel 

k.  I  have  not  been  on  any  official  duty  in  connection  with  the  ^atft^. 
).  What  duty  have  you  done  with  regard  to  the  wreck  of  the  Maine? 
kve  you  not  been  present  a  great  deal  during  the  diving? 
^  Yes,  sir;  1  have  been  on  the  Maine  every  day  since  the  Fern  has 
m  here,  and  have  been  present  most  all  day. 

^  Will  you  please  tell  the  court,  as  far  as  you  can,  the  condition  of 
)  wreck,  and  also  of  any  important  discoveries  made  by  any  of  the 
rersj  giving  the  name  of  the  diver,  if  you  cant 
1.  The  forward  part  of  the  ship,  forward  of  the  after  smoke  pipe, 
s  been  completely  destroyed,  as  far  as  all  appearances  go.    The  con- 
ig  tower  now  lies  in  a  position  opposite  the  door  leading  into  the 
perstructure  aft,  and  to  starboard*    The  conning  tower  is  inclined  at 
out  110  degrees  to  the  vertical,  with  the  top  of  the  conning  tower 
M>ard.    The  forward  6-inch  superstructure  gun  now  lies  completely 
rued  upside  down  over  the  after  starboard  6inch  superstractare  gun. 
e  frames  which  supported  the  deck  plating  and  planking  of  the  port 
ngway  forward  of  the  main  deck  are  bent  upward  and  against  the 
perstructure,  the  angle  of  bend  decreasing  as  you  go  aft.    The 
tures  underneath  the  main  deck  on  the  x>ort  side,  consisting  of  pipes, 
K)d  casing  for  the  electric  wires,  standing  lights,  etc.,  have  been  com- 
itely  wrecked,  while  on  the  starboard  side  these  fixtures,  occupying  a 
nilar  position^  are  in  some  cases  almost  intact. 
Phis  is  esi>ecially  so  under  the  conning  tower  at  the  starboard  side, 
lere  the  woodwork  of  the  electric  wires  is  scarcely  burned  at  all. 
le  port  bulkhead,  between  the  main  deck  and  the  berth  deck  at  the 
Duing-tower  supix)rt,  has  been  blown  aft  on  both  sides,  but  a  great 
al  more  on  the  port  side  than  on  the  starboard.    The  fire-room  hatch 
mediately  abaft  the  conning-tower  support,  between  the  main  and 
B  berth  deck,  has  been  blown  open  in  three  directions,  aft,  to  star- 
ard,  and  to  port.    The  forward  side  of  the  hatch,  being  stronger, 
ming  the  support  of  the  conning  tower,  was  not  much  iujared.    The 
^  in  this  hatch  were  very  little  injured.    The  protective  deck  under 
f  conning-tower  supports,  where  it  is  secured  to  the  armor  tube 
m  the  conning  tower  is  bent  in  two  directions.    The  plates  on  the 
rt  side  are  bent  up  and  the  plate  on  the  staiboard  side  is  bent  down. 
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By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Do  yoa  mean  with  reference  to  their  original  positional 

A.  With  reference  to  their  original  positions.    There  is  a  beam  sap- 
porting  the  protective  deck  a  few  inches  abaft  the  armored  tube.    This 
beam,  to  port  of  the  midship  line,  was  bent  up  to  starboard  of  the  midship 
line.    The  rivets  were  sheared.    The  beam  broke  at  the  midship  line, 
due  to  weakening  at  this  point  by  pipes  passing  through  it.    These 
rivets,  holding  the  beam  to  the  deck,  were  sheared  almost  at  right 
angles  to  the  fore-and-aft  line.    The  starboard  crane  was  broken  com- 
pletely oflf,  due  to  the  superstructure  falling  upon  it.    The  port  crane 
supports  are  bent,  but  the  crane  itself  seems  intact.    The  forward 
smokestack  now  lies  forward  side  up  along  the  starboard  quarterdeck,  . 
about  the  position  of  the  waterways,  and  almost  clear  of  the  awnings    ,. 
stanchions.    The  after  smokepipe  lies  with  its  forward  side  uppermost, 
just  inboard  of  the  port  turret.    The  main  masthead  was  broken  at  a 
point  about  4  feet  from  the  lantern.    The  foremast  fell  forward  and  a    "^ 
little  to  port.    The  break  just  forward  of  the  port  crane  at  the  main    '^ 
deck  is  a  very  clean  one,  the  wood  still  remaining  fastened  to  the  deck    ,;^ 
plating  at  the  edge  of  the  break.  ' 

Just  foward  of  the  conning  tower,  underneath  the  main  deck,  two  ;' 
beams  meet  at  right  angles,  one  fore  and  aft,  and  the  other  athwart  ' 
ships.  The  fore-and-aft  beam  is  broken  at  the  point  where  it  touches  ^ 
the  athwartship  beam.  Both  parts  of  the  broken  beam  are  pushed 
from  port  to  starboard.  A  grating  was  found  on  the  poop  awning,  just  } 
foward  of  the  after  search  light.  A  piece  of  the  side  plating,  just 
abaft  the  starboard  turret,  between  the  torpedo  tube  and  the  turret,  is  "' 
now  visible,  about  15  feet  forward  of  the  starboard  crane,  and  about  at  '1 
the  position  of  the  ship's  side.  This  plate  was  bent  outward,  and  then  << 
the  forward  end  bent  upward  and  folded  backward  upon  itself.  This  -i 
plate  was  sheari'd  from  the  rest  of  the  plating  below  the  water  line,  u 
This  plating  below  the  water  line  has  been  pushed  out  to  starboard.  '4: 
The  gratings  from  the  engine  room  hatch  were  blown  off.  i 

Q.  Those  were  the  unarmored  gratings) 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  superstructure  gratings.  In  hauling  in  some  wires  'k 
a  strainer  was  picked  up  from  the  bottom  at  a  point  about  opposite  the  « 
poop  capstan  and  70  feet  from  it — a  composition  strainer.  «i 

Q.  The  composition  strainer,  you  say,  was  picked  up  where? 

A.  It  was  picked  up  on  the  starboard  quarter.  I  was  hauling  in  the  ^^ 
electric  wires  yesterday  and  hooked  on  to  it,  and  picked  it  up  at  that  H 
point.  »^ 

Q.  Is  there  anything  to  show  where  the  strainer  came  fromt 

A.  The  chief  engineer  thinks  it  was  a  strainer  from  the  firemen's  wash-  n-f 
room.  \ 

Q.  It  was  not  an  exterior  strainer!  ^ 

A.  No,  sir;  it  was  not  a  strainer  in  the  ship's  side.  The  athwartship  ^ 
beam,  at  the  point  where  the  break  occurs  on  the  port  side,  is  pushed  a  '" 
little  forward  at  the  point  where  it  joined  the  outside  plating.  . - 

Q.  When  you  speak  of  the  break,  you  mean  the  break  in  the  main  ^' 
deck  ?  \ 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  break  in  the  main  deck.    Near  the  piece  of  outside    * 
plating,  near  the  turret  to  which  I  have  just  referred,  and  just  inboard    ;S 
of  it  are  some  pieces  of  red  shellacked  planks.    On  these  planks  is  bolted  ^ 
a  composition  track  about  2  inches  wide  and  an  inch  thick.     At  the   ' 
ceiling  of  the  central  station  a  standing  light  on  the  port  side  was   »i 
found  completely  blown  from  its  supports,  only  three  screws  remaining  v 
in  the  protective  deck  to  mark  its  pr»sition.    On  the  starboard  sidCi  i 
about  5  feet  from  this  light,  was  another  deck  light,  fastened  to  the 
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frotective  deck,  and.  nothing  *iQ  this  light  was  destroyed  except  the 
;la8S globe  protecting  the  light  uDd  the  glass  of  the  iucaiidese^^nt  light 
tself.  The  woodwork  and  wires  were  intact.  Did  you  mean  for  me  to 
Ay  anything  about  what  the  divers  reported,  or  jnst  what  1  saw? 

By  the  Jtjdoe- Advocate  : 

Q.  I  woald  like  to  have  yon  state  aoy  important  discoveries  which 
might  lead  as  to  draw  some  conclusion  as  to  the  cause,  and  if  the  dis- 
covery of  a  diver  gave  yon  the  intonnation,  state  the  name  of  the 
diver;  but  before  you  do  that,  I  would  like  to  ask  you  whether  the  for- 
ward and  after  parts  of  the  ship  were  in  line. 

A.  As  far  as  I  could  judge,  the  forward  and  after  parts  of  the  ship 
were  not  in  line.  The  ends,  where  the  explosion  occurreil,  seemed  to 
have  been  pushed  from  x>ort  to  starboard,  I  should  judge  from  5  to  10 
degrees. 

Q.  That  makes  an  angle  of  the  ship  with  the  apex  to  starboard? 

A.  With  the  apex  to  starboard;  yes,  sir. 

Q«  Will  you  please  go  ahead  with  the  discoveries  of  the  divers? 

A.  The  divers  reported  to  me  that  at  a  point  where  the  10* inch  shell 
room  should  be  they  discovered  lOinch  shell,  regularly  arranged,  but 
the  ship  had  sunk  down  so  much  that  some  of  the  shell  were  in  the 
mnd. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  That  mud  was  inside  the  ship,  of  course? 

A.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  not  able  to  determine  that  exactly.  The 
name  of  one  diver  was  Olsen,  I  think.  The  diver  Smith  reported  that 
he  saw  a  number  of  broken  10  inch  ])owder  tanks.  He  secured  a  K^inch 
[)owder  tank  that  still  contained  powder,  and  it  was  hoisted  to  the  sur- 
face, and  is  now  on  board  the  Fern,  He  also  secured  some  tanks  in  a 
3etter  condition,  one  6-inch  and  one  10-incb  tank  that  I  saw.  This 
liver  reported  that  he  had  fonnd  more  full  tanks,  but  a  diver  who  went 
lown  next  after  Smith  was  unable  to  secure  any.  At  a  place  where 
he  paymaster's  storeroom  should  be  we  found  a  great  many  vegetable 
sans.  Gunner  Morgan  reported  that  in  walking  on  the  bottom  he  fell 
nto  a  hole  on  the  port  side  and  went  down  in  the  mud.  He  also 
■eported  that,  as  far  as  he  could  judge,  everything  seemed  to  be  bent 
ipward  in  the  vicinity  of  this  hole.  He  also  reported  that  the  plates 
eemed  to  have  been  pushed  over  to  starboard  and  bent  down  over  the 
ipp  of  the  10-inch  magazine,  from  which  he  reasoned  that  he  would  be 
|>le  to  find,  perhaps  intact,  powder  tanks  farther  down;  that  the 
Iroken  ones  on  top  had  been  broken  up  by  these  plates.  The  one  6-inch 
ftnk  that  I  saw  appeared  to  me  to  have  been  an  empty  tank,  broken 
the  explosion,  as  it  was  not  badly  dented,  and  merely  ripped  the 
gth  of  the  seam. 

By  the  .Fudge- Advocate  : 

JQ.  How  did  the  empty  10-inch  tank  appear  to  you? 

.  The  empty  10-inch  tank  was  badly  battered.    When  I  saw  it  it 
been  already  dipped  in  a  sterilizing  solution,  and  I  could  see  no 
idences  of  powder  upon  it. 

Was  it  ruptured,  as  if  a  charge  had  exploded  inside  of  it? 
It  was  flattened  out  and  battered  out  of  all  conceivable  shape.    I 
Id  not  say. 

By  the  Cotjbt  : 
.  Have  either  of  the  divers  been  on  what  you  consider  the  outside 
the  ship? 

They  had  not  up  to  last  night.    They  report  that  the  mud  is  so 
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deep  that  it  will  be  imi)088ible  for  them  to  walk  on  the  bottom,  and 
they  wish  some  large  scow  moored  over  that  part,  so  that  they  can  be 
supported  from  the  scow,  and  that,  I  believe,  is  being  done  to-day.  I 
requested  the  diver  to  go  aft  and  see  if  he  could  see  the  condition  of 
the  port  forward  boiler.  He  started  aft  and  found  coal,  and  discontinned 
his  work  belore  he  got  as  far  afb  as  the  boiler. 

Q.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  starboard  turret f 

A.  To  my  knowledge  it  has  not  been  found,  sir. 

Q.  That  is,  the  place  where  it  belongs  has  been  examined,  and  you 
think  it  is  not  there! 

A.  I  understand  that  something  was  found  at  or  about  the  place 
under  which  the  turret  formerly  was,  but  they  have  not  been  able  to 
determine  exactly  what  it  was.  I  have  had  no  information  from  the 
wreck  to-day.    I  have  not  been  there. 

Q.  What  impression  is  produced  upon  your  mind  by  the  reports,  so 
far  as  you  have  quoted  themf 

A.  From  reports  alone,  or  from  the  appearance  of  the  wreck f 

Q.  I  mean  either  the  reports  that  have  been  made  to  you,  or  the  con- 
ditions which  you  believe  to  exist. 

A.  The  impression  produced  upon  me  is  that  an  explosion  took  place 
well  to  port  of  the  midship  line  and  at  a  point  in  the  length  about  oppo- 
site the  conning  tower. 

Q.  What  weight  are  you  giving  now  to  the  statement  made  by  the. 
gunner,  Mr.  Morgan  f 

A.  That  opinion  is  based  entirely  upon  the  observation  of  things  above 
water.    The  fact  that  a  full  powder  case  was  found  and  the  fact  that 
empty  powder  cases  were  found  does  not,  in  my  mind,  admit  of  an     , 
expression  of  opinion  until  something  frirther  is  produced. 

Q.  You  do  not  see  anything  ui)on  which  to  base  an  opinion  f 

A.  No  reports  so  far  from  the  divers  upon  which  to  base  an  opinion. 

Q.  I  say  again,  what  weight  do  you  give  to  the  statement  made  by  . 
Mr.  Morgan  as  to  his  falling  into  a  hole  on  the  port  sidef  ~ 

A.  No  weight,  sir. 

Q.  You  give  no  weight  to  that! 

A.  No,  sir;  because  I  think  he  may  be  mistaken  about  it.  '. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  You  have  stated  all  that  you  know  about  it,  have  youf 

A.  I  think  I  have,  sir.    I  have  a  little  notebook  in  my  i>ooket,  in  "^ 

which  I  made  notes  of  things  at  the  time.  < 
Q.  Please  refer  to  that  and  see  if  there  is  anything  elsef 

A.  The  arc  of  the  engine-room  telegraph  and  the  shaft  of  the  steer-  i 

ing  gear,  coming  down  through  the  armored  tube  (turret),  was  beat  ^ 

from  port  to  starboard  underneath  the  protective  deck,  and  the  port  :* 

side  of  the  protective  deck  under  the  conning- tower  supports  wasoovered  ^ 

with  a  greasy  sort  of  deposit,  while  the  starboard  side  was  oompara-  ^ 
tively  free  from  it. 

(At  this  point  Naval  Cadet  Holden  entered  the  court  and  was  handed  .; 

so  much  of  the  record  of  the  court  as  contained  his  testimony.    He  ' 

was  then  directed  to  retire,  examine  it,  and  return  and  state  whether  ,^ 
or  not  his  testimony  as  recorded  was  correct.) 

m 

Ensign  Powelson  then  resumed  his  testimony.  ^ 

The  Witness.  The  forward  smoke-pipe  hatch,  between  the  main  and  ^ 
the  superstructure  decks,  while  it  is  dented,  does  not  show  signs  of  ^ 
internal  pressure  of  gases.    I  said  that  the  flre-room  hatch  did;  that  ^r^ 
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was  blown  oat  in  all  directions^  and  the  hatch  at  the  engine  room 
ere  the  fiinnel  came  through  was  not  exploded.  It  is  dented.  The 
)  main  mnning  along  under  the  main  deck  had  its  asbestos  covering 
i  canvas  bomed  much  more  on  the  port  than  on  the  starboard  side. 
)n  the  main  deck,  just  forward  of  the  conning  tower,  where  tiie  fore- 
iaft  angle  bulb  beam  to  which  1  have  referred  was  located,  the 
inking  was  blown  off  on  the  only  remaining  plate  of  the  main  deck  on 
3  port  side,  while  the  wood  was  still  attach^  to  that  part  on  the  star- 
iini  side  between  the  base  of  the  conning  tower  and  the  turrets.  The 
«d  planking  there  on  the  plating  was  still  fast  to  that,  while  on  the 
rt  side  it  had  blown  off  the  plating.  All  the  wood-deck  planking  and 
B  plating  was  blown  off  the  main-deck  beams  of  the  port  gangway 
rward  of  the  break.  On  the  starboard  side  of  the  conning-tower  sup- 
rt  the  protective  deck  is  pulled  away  from  the  support  about  5  inches. 
1  the  port  side  it  is  not. 

By  the  Cottet  : 

Q«  Would  that  show  a  pressure  from  port  to  starboard? 
A.  That  would  indicate  that  the  pressure  lifted  the  protective  deck 
}  on  the  port  side,  and  the  protective  deck  on  the  starboard  side  held 
St  and  bent  that  deck  downward,  ftway  from  the  conning-tower  sup- 
frt,  broke  that  one  end  of  that  beam  off,  and  sheared  it  right  straight 
TOSS.  I  have  a  little  sketch  here,  which  the  court  might  look  at,  to 
ake  clear  what  I  have  said. 

(Witness  here  exhibited  to  the  court  two  sketches,  showing  diagram 
'  various  parts  of  the  sunken  ship,  and  explained  them  to  the  court.) 
Q.  Mr.  Powelson,  you  spoke  of  that  strip  which  is  on  the  starboard 
de  of  the  outside  plating  of  the  ship,  which  was  folded  and  rolled 
ickf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  gave  it  as  your  opinion  that  the  portion  of  the  outer 
tating  underueath  that,  from  which  that  was  torn,  was  bent  outward  f 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  can  see  that.  That  is  about  2  feet  under  water,  where 
lat  shear  occurs. 

Q.  Can  you  see  the  outside  plating  on  the  opposite  sidef 
A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  You  can  nott 

A.  I  took  some  soundings.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  about  that.  I  found 
\xHit  5  fathoms  of  water  all  along  the  ship,  on  both  sides,  down  to  the 
iud.  I  took  a  14  pound  lead  line.  4^  fathoms,  and  I  dragged  with  a 
herry  along  on  the  port  side  for  oostructions.  I  dragged  right  close 
>  where  I  imagined  the  waterways  on  the  port  side  of  the  ship  had 
een,  judging  from  the  position  of  the  ship,  and  I  found  no  obstructiona 
b  alL  With  4j  fathoms  of  line  out,  going  along  slowly  on  the  star- 
oard  8ide,  I  did  find  obstructions  for  a  distance  of  20  feet  from  where 
had  reason  to  supi)0se  the  waterways  had  originally  been. 
Q.  That  is  to  say,  the  fact  that  there  were  obstructions  on  the  star- 
nwl  side  and  not  on  the  x>ort  side  would  indicate  that  while  the  port 
ide  was  not  ruptured,  if  it  was  ruptured,  the  burr  was  on  the  inside? 
A.  I  do  not  think  you  understock  me  exactly.  There  is  nothing  letl 
r  the  port  plating  at  all.  As  you  go  right  in  across  the  ship  there  is 
othing.  I  dragged  along  the  outside  to  see  if  there  had  been  any- 
liing  that  had  fallen  out,  and  I  could  find  nothing.  As  I  came  in,  tak- 
)g  soundings  right  along  from  the  port  side,  after  I  got  inside  a  few 
^  or  nearly  under  the  waterway,  then  I  began  to  find  obstructions 
I  about  3i  fathoms  of  water.    I  dragged  right  along  here  [indicating] 
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on  the  port  side,  and  I  foaud  notbiDg  along  in  there;  bat  over  on  this 
side  [indicating]  I  did  find  things  all  along  here;  and  I  foand  some^ 
thing  hard  right  in  here,  just  abaft  that  crane  [indicating]. 

Q.  Which  may  be  the  turret! 

A.  It  was  hard  for  about  15  or  16  feet  along  there,  as  near  as  I  coold 
judge,  and  not  much  out  of  mud;  probably  only  4  feet  out  of  mud; 
but  the  lead  had  a  different  feel  there  from  what  it  had  anywhere  else. 
That  is  what  I  thought  was  the  turret.  Of  course,  I  could  not  be  cer- 
tain, and  there  is  not  enough  evidence  to  state  that  opinion  absolutely. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  attached  to  the  Maine  t 

A.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  been  attached  to  the  Maine. 

Q.  How  have  you  become  so  well  acquainted  with  the  Maine? 

A.  I  thought  I  was  going  to  the  Maine  when  she  went  in  commis- 
sion.  I  was  on  the  Vermont  at  that  time,  and  I  used  to  go  over  t4>  the 
ship  frequently  and  go  through  her,  with  an  idea  of  learning.  Then  I 
was  on  the  stafif  of  Admiral  Bunce,  and  made  an  inspection  of  the 
Maine  and  learned  more  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  think  the  ship  on  the  port  side  opposite  that  support  is 
entirely  gonet 

A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Entirely  blown  out! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  because  I  could  get  nothing  less  inside,  I  think,  than 
three  fathoms  and  a  half  of  water;  but  from  the  break  itself  it  goes 
right  down  standing  here  over  the  waterway  [indicating].  You  can  go 
down  there  about  4  fathoms  with  the  lead  line,  but  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  anything  out  here  [indicating].  That  little  plate  to  which  Captain 
Chadwick  referred  is  exactly  in  line  with  the  mainmast. 

Q.  That  protective  deck! 

A.  The  protective  deck  of  which  yon  speak.  It  is  on  a  line  with  the  > 
mainmast  at  the  port  crane,  and  goes  to  this  plati^  [indicating].  That 
is  the  reason  I  thought  that,  whether  it  was  the  starboard  or  the  port  i 
plate,  there  would  not  be  much  difference,  except  as  to  the  angle,  because  * 
that  was  so  far  over  from  the  side,  coming  from  the  mainmast  [wi^  ; 
ness  indicates  on  diagram  [. 

Q.  It  is  an  important  thing  to  know.    That  [indicating]  is  a  piece  of 
the  quarter  deck.    If  that  had  been  broken  on  the  ship's  side,  and  was    ^ 
thrown  up  in  here  [indicating],  that  is  very  material. 

A.  It  is  over  to  port.  You  can  not  tell  exactly  where  that  place  was  .^ 
in  the  beginning. 

Q.  Could  you  not  tell  by  very  careful  soundings  around  that  or  by    k. 
the  divers!    You  see  the  divers  are  even  now  down  at  the lioor  of  that 
[X>ointing  out  of  the  window  at  the  wreck].  ^. 

A.  The  divers  do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  express  themselves  as  to 
what  they  see  down  below.    I  have  talked  to  them  and  have  not  been    ^ 
able  to  learn  very  much. 

Q.  That  is  the  difficulty;  they  do  not  know  what  they  find. 

A.  They  see  things  there,  but  they  do  not  know  exactly  what  they    ' 
are  or  what  the  conditions  are. 

Q.  How  often  were  you  on  duty  over  there  at  the  wreck! 

A.  As  I  said,  we  are  not  detailed  for  the  duty  over  there.  We  have  ^ 
days  duty  on  the  Fern^  but  of  course  Mr.  Bookwalter  and  myself  ^ 
attend  to  the  work  on  the  ship,  or  on  the  wreck,  or  anything  Lieatenant  - 
Wainwright  wants  ns  to  do.  "^ 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witness,  the  judge-  ^ 
advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  witness  be  not  t 
read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to  report   v 
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now  morning  at  10  o'clock,  bringing  with  him  an  ink  sketch 
ff  to  the  one  shown  to  the  court  today,  lettering  the  different 
^  and  also  an  ink  Rketch  of  that  piece  of  prott*ctive  deck  referred 
the  te»tiuiony,  tlie  sketches  to  be  on  foolscap  j^aper,  either  on 
rate  sheets  or  on  the  same  sheet,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with 
Qch  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  with- 
r  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which 
ill  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
Qd  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct 
le  request  was  granted  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly, 
reapou  be  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to 
U88  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

aval  Cadet  Holdbn  here  appeared  before  the  court. 

he  JuBGB  Ai>YOCATE.  Naval  Oadet  Holden,  is  the  testimony  given 

fou  before  the  court  on  yesterday  correct  as  recorded  t 

I  aval  Cadet  Holbsn.  It  is. 

he  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 

to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

lie  court  then  (at  2.30  p.  m.)  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  the  24th 

tant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


FOT7RTH  DAT. 

y 

U.  B.  L.  H.  Tender  Manobove, 
Havana  Harbor ^  10  a.  m.,  Thursday^  February  24^  1898, 

Hie  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  yesterday  (Wednesday). 

i^resent:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  Judge- Advocate,  the  ste- 

p^pher,  and  Captain  Sigsbee. 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  court  the  members  were  engaged  in 

king  an  examination  of  the  wreck. 

rhe  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

3hief  Engineer  Howell  appeared  before  the  court. 

rhe  Judge- Advocate.  Chief  Engineer  Howell,  I  now  hand  you  so 
ich  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  as  coiitainn  the  tes- 
lony  given  by  you  before  the  court  Please  withdraw,  read  it  over, 
i  then  return  to  the  coui-t  and  state  whether  you  desire  to  make  any 
rections  in  the  testimony,  or  whether  it  is  correct  as  recorded. 
Che  witness  then  withdrew. 

i^aval  Cadet  Cluvebius  appeared  before  the  court. 

rhe  JODOB- Advocate.  Naval  Cadet  Cluverius,  I  now  hand  you  so 
ich  of  the  record  of  the  second  day's  proceeilings  as  contains  the 
tiniony  given  by  you  before  this  court  Please  withdraw,  read  ir 
er,  and  return  to  the  court  and  state  whether  you  desire  to  lUiike 
J  corrections  in  the  testimony,  or  whether  it  is  correct  as  reconled. 
rhe  witness  then  withdrew. 

\\t.  William  H.  Van  Stckbl  appeared  as  a  witness,  and  was  duly 
om  by  the  president  of  the  court 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 
^  Please  state  your  full  name,  your  residence,  and  what  business 
n  are  engage<l  in. 

8.  Doc.  207 4 
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A.  My  name  is  William  H.  Van  Syckel.  My  basinessissaperintend* 
ent  of  the  West  India  Oil  Eefiniug  Company. 

Q.  Are  yon  a  resident  of  Havana f 

A.  No;  I  am  a  resident  of  what  would  be  a  part  of  Beglas. 

Q.  Were  yoa  in  either  Havana  or  Beglas  on  the  night  of  February 
16,  when  the  Maine  exploded! 

A.  I  am  in  a  part  of  the  Province  of  Beglas,  but  my  situation  is  in 
the  building  which  they  called  formerly  Billott's  Hospital,  now  the 
petroleum  works ;  but  we  belong  in  part  to  Beglas.  I  was  in  the  house^ 
answering  your  question,  at  the  time  of  the  explosion. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  court  all  you  saw  and  heard  in  regard 
to  that  explosion  f 

A.  I  was  inside  at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  and  immediately  went 
outside.  What  I  saw  was  a  bad  sight.  Everything  was  llyingin  the 
air.  There  were  columns  of  black  smoke,  and  pieces  and  parts  of  the 
ship. 

Q.  Was  there  any  flame  flying  up  into  the  airt 

A.  Yes:  all  those  pieces  of  timber  were  aflame.  It  was  like  pieces 
of  rag  and  pieces  of  timber. 

Q.  You  saw  no  solid  upshoot  of  flame f 

A.  No;  that  had  passed.  There  were  particles.  When  I  saw  it, 
there  were  still  particles  arising. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  court  what  sound  you  first  heard  which  made 
you  leave  your  house  and  go  out.    What  was  the  nature  of  itt 

A.  First  a  rumble.  Then  the  terrific  explosion.  That  rumble  stArtled 
us,  and  then  the  explosion  was  almost  instantaneous.  That  is,  no  quirket 
had  we  heard  the  rumble  than  the  shot  came. 

Q.  How  long  a  time  elapsed  from  the  time  you  first  started  until  yoa 
came  out  and  saw  these  pieces  in  the  air? 

A.  That  is  hard  to  state.  If  you  are  sitting  here  at  the  table  and 
run  right  to  the  door  when  you  hear  a  concussion,  it  is  perhaps  one  or 
two  seconds. 

By  Captain  Sigsbee  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  like  shooting  or  falling  stars  or  fireworkst 

A.  Yes;  apparently.    Those  pieces  afterwards  came  down.    We  stood 

and  saw  them  come  down.    There  were  different  colors  amongst  them, 

apparently  different  kinds  of  timber  or  different  pieces  of  coal  or  ash. 

Some  fell  very  slowly.    Others  came  down  more  rapidly. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Were  there  many  small  pieces  that  were  on  firef 

A.  Seemingly,  yes;  thousands  of  them. 

Q.  I  mean  pieces 

A.  They  were  all  sizes  from  what  I  should  judge  firom  where  I  stood. 
My  position  was  about  a  mile  and  three-quarters  from  here. 

Q.  In  sight  of  the  ship? 

A.  In  sight  of  the  ship;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  there  were  a  great  many  of  these  what    - 
Captain  Sigsbee  describes  as  stars,  all  of  one  sizet 

A.  No;  I  could  not  say  that.  I  couldn't  say  there  were.  They 
appeared  to  be  all  of  diflerent  sizes,  going  in  all  directions. 

By  Captain  Sigsbee  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  bursting  shell  f 

A.  That  was  afterwards;  but  they  all  appeared  to  be  aboard.  - 

Q.  There  were  no  bursting  shell  in  the  airf 
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"So;  no  bursting  shells  in  the  air.    I  saw  nothing  that  appealed 

bursting  in  the  air,  any  place. 

Did  any  stuff  fall  in  Beglas,  near  yonf 

No. 

Have  you  heard  of  any  shell  or  pieces  of  shell  being  picked  up 

No;  I  have  not. 

By  the  Court  : 

Was  your  view  such  that  you  could  tell  from  which  part  of  the 
his  explosion  took  placet 

No;  not  at  the  moment.    We  were  not  in  a  position — that  is,  we 
that  the  forward  faunel  had  gone  immediately  atler  the  explosion, 
we  could  see  by  the  glasses, 
rhat  the  forward  funnel  had  gone! 

Had  goue.  In  fact,  both  funnels  had  gone,  but  we  could  see  after- 
\  with  the  light  that  the  forward  funnel  appeared  to  be  lost — 
n  overboard — and  of  course  the  forward  mast  also.  We  could 
ese  things  from  there. 

tre  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
3ad  aloud  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  and  by  him  pronounced  to 
Tect;  and,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  converse 
matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 
\  witness  then  added  the  following  testimony: 
»  people  who  would  be  able  to  give  more  exact  information,  and 
rere  at  the  time  looking  at  it,  were  aboard  the  bark  Matanzas. 
are  on  their  way  to  New  York.    They  were  there  in  that  vessel, 
tiey  could  see  if  there  was  any  water  column  or  anything  of  that 
ption.    Of  course  they  were  closer  by,  and  would  be  better  judges, 
ould  give  better  ideas  than  we  could  from  shore. 
J  CouBT.  But  they,  you  say,  are  on  their  way  to  New  York! 
They  are  on  their  way  to  New  York. 

'.re  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  additional 
lony  was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  and  by  him  pro- 
«9d  correct.  The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by 
resident  not  to  converse  about  the  matters  pertaining  to  inquiry. 

ef  Engineer  Howbll  here  appeared  before  the  court. 

J  Judge- Advocate.  Mr.  HoweU,  you  have  read  over  your  testi- 

HowEix.  I  have. 

',  Judge- Ad vooATE.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded! 
Howell.  It  is. 

ef  Engineer  Howell  then  resumed  the  witness  chair,  and  gave 
Uowing  additional  testimony: 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

After  the  explosion.  Captain  Sigsbee  appointed  you  a  member  of 
oard  to  make  certain  inquiries  and  get  certain  information.  Is 
any  information  which  you  have  obtwned  which  would  be  useful 
s  court! 

No,  sir ;  I  have  heard  a  number  of  versions  of  the  explosion.  I 
t  see  how  they  could  be  of  particular  use  to  the  court,  unless  it 
:h  one  exception.  If  you  would  like  to  have  that  man  come  aboard, 
s  on  the  City  of  WMkington. 
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Q.  Do  you  refer  to  Mr.  BothscMldf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  send  him  over,  if  you  cant 

A.  I  will  do  the  best  I  can. 

Q.  Are  there  any  combustibles  of  any  kind  stored  below  decks  belong- 
ing to  your  department?    If  so,  please  state  what  and  where. 

A.  Cotton  waste  is  the  only  one  I  think  of  at  this  moment.  That  is 
stowed  in  the  storeroom  abaft  of  the  engine  room. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

Q.  Glean  cotton  waste? 

A.  Glean  cotton  waste,  stowed  in  a  storeroom  abaft  of  the  engine 
room. 

Q.  Did  you  have  no  driers  or  anything  of  that  sort  belonging  to 
your  department? 

A.  They  are  kept  on  deck  in  proper  tanks,  with  wooden  boxes  outside 
the  tanks. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  What  instructions  did  you  have  from  your  commanding  officer  in 
regard  to  old  cotton  waste  that  had  been  used? 

A.  We  have  a  number  of  copper  tanks  in  the  engine  room  and  fire 
room,  about  22  inches  high  and  15  inches  in  diameter,  with  covers  on 
them.  They  are  kept  there  for  the  purpose  of  putting  old  refuse  in 
them,  and  oil  waste  and  anything  of  that  style  that  has  been  used. 
Every  day  they  are  carried  away,  thrown  in  the  ash  pile  and  thrown 
overboard. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  and  by  him  pronounced 
correct. 

After  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  converse  about  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

Naval  Gadet  Clxtvebiits  appeared  before  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Mr.  Glu verius,  is  your  testimony  as  recorded 
correct? 

Mr.  Gluvbbius.  It  is  correct,  sir. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Gapt.  Frederick  6.  Teasdale  appeared  before  the  court  as  a 
witness,  and  was  sworn  by  the  president  of  the  court : 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name,  residence,  and  profession. 

A.  Gapt.  Frederick  G.  Teasdale,  Walker  Hall,  Winston,  Darlington, 
Gounty  of  Durham,  England.    I  am  master  of  the  Deva. 

Q.  What  is  the  Dem? 

A.  It  is  a  bark. 

Q.  Where  is  the  bark  Deva  now? 

A.  Lying  at  the  Eeglas  wharf. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  place  where  the  Maine  was  anchored  on  the 
15th  of  February? 

A.  Nearly  half  a  mile ;  between  quarter  and  half  a  mile. 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Deva  when  the  Maine  exploded? 

A.  I  was  on  board,  writing  my  mail,  getting  ready  for  the  next  day. 

Q.  Where  were  you? 


{• 
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A.  Sitting:  at  the  cabin  table  writing  when  I  beard  the  explosion.  I 
tihonght  the  ship  bad.  been  collided  with.  I  ran  on  deck  when  I  heard 
Qie  explosion.  I  fdt  a  very  severe  shock  in  my  bead  also.  1  seized  my 
head  this  way  [indicating].  I  thonght  I  was  shot,  or  something.  The 
transoms  of  the  doors  of  the  cabin  are  fitted  in  the  stnds  on  the  side, 
and  they  were  knocked  ont  of  place  with  the  shock.  The  first  seemed 
to  be  a  shot,  and  then  a  second,  or  probably  two  seconds,  after  the  first 
report  that  I  heard,  I  beard  a  tremendous  explosion ;  but  as  soon  as  I 
heard  the  first  report — it  was  a  very  small  one— thinking  something  had 
happened  to  the  ship,  I  rushed  on  deck,  and  was  on  deck  just  in  time 
to  Bee  the  whole  debris  going  np  in  t  he  air. 

Q.  Please  describe,  as  graphically  as  yon  can,  how  this  appeared  to 
you— what  you  saw. 

A.  The  stuff  ascended,  I  should  say,  150  or  160  feet  up  in  the  air.  It 
seemed  to  go  companitively  straight  until  it  reached  its  highest  point 
of  ascent.  Then  it  divided  and  passed  off  in  kinds  of  rolls  or  clouds. 
Then  I  saw  a  series  of  lights  flying  from  it  again.  Some  of  them  were 
hghts — ^incandescent  lights.  Sometimes  they  appeared  to  be  brighter, 
uid  sometimes  they  appeared  to  be  dim,  as  they  passed  through  the 
gm<>ke,  I  should  presume.  The  color  of  the  smoke,  I  should  say,  was 
very  dark  slate  color.  There  were  fifteen  to  twenty  of  those  lights  that 
looked  hke  incandescent  lights.  The  smoke  did  not  seem  to  be  black, 
as  you  would  imagine  fix)m  an  explosion  like  that.  It  seemed  to  be 
more  a  slate  color. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  that  api)eared  to  you  to  be  shooting  stars  or 
anything  like  thatY 

A.  No;  I  never  saw  anything  like  that;  only  a  series  of  smaller 
explosions,  after  the  first  one,  you  know.  That  occurred  at  stated 
intervals,  probably  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour  each.  Ton  would 
hear  small  reports  from  the  deck,  as  if  they  were  scattered  shells  about 
the  deck  which  were  going  off,  but  they  would  not  do  any  harm;  some 
going  in  one  direction  and  some  in  another. 

Q.  When  you  first  saw  this  thing,  was  there  a  large  batch  of  solid 
flame  Y 

A.  !No;  I  didn't  see  any  flame  whatever.  There  never  was  any  flame 
whatever. 

Q.  Ton  are  sure  you  reached  the  deck  in  time  to  see  the  large  explo- 
sion f 

A.  I  was  on  deck  in  time  to  see  everything.  I  could  bring  forward 
evidence  by  bringing  my  mate  or  any  of  my  officers.  I  was  the  first 
one  on  deck,  and  they  came  up  afterwards.  The  stuff'  had  not  reached 
its  final  ascent  when  they  came  up,  and  I  was  up  two  or  three  seconds 
before  they  were.    The  stuff  was  still  ascending  when  they  came  up. 

Q.  Could  you  see  whether  water  was  thrown  up! 

A.  J^oj  I  was  too  far  away  to  testify  whether  there  was  water  or 
not. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Could  you  tell  from  where  you  were  at  what  part  of  the  ship  this 
explosion  took  placet 

A.  Oh,  yes;  I  could  see  the  ship  distinctly  from  stem  to  stern.  They 
were  working  a  search  light  from  the  shore,  and  they  threw  the  search 
light  on  the  ship,  and  that  is  the  first  time  I  knew  it  was  the  American 
man-of-war  had  blown  up.  We  were  under  the  impression  before  that 
that  it  was  one  of  these  large  Spanish  steamers  that  had  blown  up. 
They  put  the  search  light  on  the  vessel,  and  the  first  thing  I  saw  about 
her  was  the  davit  for  lifting  the  steam  launch  out  with.    Then  I  saw  the 
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fighting  top  on  the  mizzenmast,  or  the  mainmast^  as  we  call  it.  1  conld 
distinctly  see  the  stem  of  the  vessel,  and  I  conld  see  this  patch  of  debris 
right  in  the  light.  I  could  see  that  the  funnel  was  lying  at  an  angle  of 
about  35  degrees,  I  should  say,  on  the  top  of  the  debris,  but  it  seems  to 
have  altered  its  position  during  the  night.  I  suppose  when  the  stuff 
finally  got  settled  it  changed  its  position  somewhat. 

Q.  What  I  refer  to  particularly  was,  when  you  saw  this  column  of 
smoke  and  debris  ascending,  could  you  tell  then  what  part  of  the  ship 
it  was  coming  from? 

A.  No;  I  conld  not  see  anything  then.  It  was  too  dark  then.  I 
don't  suppose  we  noticed  very  particularly  for  that,  because  we  were 
so  much  interested  in  seeing  the  stuff  going  up  that  we  couldn't  see 
anything  of  that  sort,  I  suppose.  I  should  say  it  was  somewhere  about 
the  middle  of  the  vessel  from  the  appearance  of  other  craft  about  there 
at  that  time.  I  passed  the  ship  the  afternoon  before,  about  7  o'clock, 
in  a  boat. 

Q.  How  many  explosions  did  you  hear? 

A.  I  heard  two  distinct  explosions.  The  first  one  was  a  very  sharp 
one,  and  when  that  explosion  took  place  it  was  as  though  some  steamer 
had  collided,  and  the  shock  was  something  tremendous. 

Q.  That  is  to  your  own  ship? 

A.  Yes;  I  am  alluding  to  our  own  vessel  at  the  present  time.  Then 
there  was  a  tremendous  explosion  after  that,  but  before  the  second 
explosion  took  place  I  rushed  out  of  the  cabin  on  deck,  thinking  some- 
thing was  the  matter  with  our  vessel;  that  she  had  collided,  or  some- 
thing. I  rushed  up  on  deck  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  and  I  do  not 
suppose  I  was  more  than  a  second  from  the  time  I  heard  the  first  explo- 
sion until  I  was  on  deck.  The  sound  was  not  fully  gone  from  the  sec- 
ond explosion  when  I  reached  the  deck. 

By  Captain  Sigsbee  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  vessel  lift  in  the  water  at  all  ? 

A.  Ko,  sir;  I  can't  say  that  I  saw  that,  but  I  could  distinctly  see  the 
vessel  from  the  fore  end  to  the  after  end — the  whole  of  the  stem  and 
stern  and  everything.  I  mentioned  something  to  my  officers  then. 
There  was  something  on  the  forecastle  head.  I  think  they  appeared 
like  two  men  standing  there.  I  was  looking  at  the  ship  with  a  long 
telescope.  It  may  have  been  a  gun  or  something  of  that  sort.  I  do  not 
see  how  a  man  could  have  been  standing  there,  the  state  the  ship  was 
in.  I  cx)uld  distinctly  see  the  guns  on  the  foredeck,  but  there  was 
nothing  surrounding  them.  It  seemed  as  if  the  protections  of  the  gans 
had  been  blown  away.  The  ship  was  lying  with  the  deck  over  toward 
me,  from  the  position  we  were  in  at  that  tiine,  and  I  could  see  one  gun 
distinctly  there  and  another  one  up  here  again  [indicating].  Then  on 
the  forward  deck  I  could  see  two  objects.  They  appeared  to  me,  with 
a  glass,  in  the  dark,  like  two  men  standing  there;  but,  of  course,  it 
may  have  been  something  else. 

Q.  How  much  of  a  wave  was  thrown  over  in  your  direction? 

A.  There  didn't  seem  to  be  much  of  a  wave  with  us,  but  there  was 
a  decided  movement  of  the  vessel  shortly  afterwards.  My  mate  re- 
marked to  me  afterwards — he  said:  ^^Do  you  feel  the  vessel  rolling 
now?"    And  that  was  my  first  mate  remarked  that  to  me. 

Q.  Was  the  vessel  heading  as  she  is  now? 

A.  No;  we  were  lying  at  anchor. 

Q.  I  mean  the  Maine? 

A.  Ko;  1  think  the  wind  was  northwest  at  the  time. 

Q.  I  mean  the  Ma4ne,    Was  she  heading  practically  as  she  is  now? 
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Tes;  practically  aa  she  is  now;  bat  she  seems  to  have  moved  lier 
ion  Bomewhat  from  wbat  I  saw  her  the  afternoon  before. 

I  am  speaking  tlo'w  of  the  time  of  the  explosion. 

Yes;  she  is  lying  much  in  the  same  jiosition  as  she  was  at  the  time 
le  explosions.  Slie  did  not  seem  to  have  altered  her  iM)6itiou  in 
way  since  tbat  night — ^not  the  slighest. 

Did  you  see  any  dead  fish  around  the  bay  f 

I  never  saw  any ;  no.  sir. 

Have  yon  ever  lieard  that  fish  leave  this  harbor  at  night  and  ^o 
ulel 

.  I  never  beard  any  remark  about  that.  I  have  seen  a  good  many 
here,  bat  they  w^ere  very  small  fish,  just  spluttering  about  on  tlie 
of  the  water.     I  have  never  seen  any  in  the  night  time,  but  any 

>  when  there  is  any  spluttering  among  the  fish  it  generally  oc*cars 
be  daytime,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  gone.  The  wind  coming 
iiat  direction  carried  a  lot  of  light  material  over  our  vessel  that 
it.  Quantities  of  paper  and  small  fragments  fell  over  our  ship, 
for  some  time  after.  I  picked  up  some  boiler  coating  or  coiting 
1  steam  pipes  the  next  morning.  There  also  seemed  to  be  felt 
hair.  I  also  picked  np  an  envelope  addressed  to  Mr.  Silley,  Uuir<Hi 
res  ship  Afain^.  The  stamp  was  gone  from  the  envelope.  Tlie 
elope  was  somewhat  charred,  and  showed  as  though  it  had  been  in 
midst  of  an  explosion,  or  something  like  that,  and  where  the  stamp 
te  off  the  placse  underneath  was  perfectly  clean.  I  gave  it  to  the 
%r  who  came  aboard  our  vessel. 

\.  You  gave  it  to  Mr.  Holman  t 

L.  Yes,  sir. 

\.  To  whom  was  that  addressed  f 

L.  I  think  Silley  or  Seller.    The  writing  was  rather  ba'l  and  hanl  to 

keout. 

I.  Is  that  all.  Captain  f 

i.  I  think  that  is  all,  sir.    If  you  wish  to  ask  me  any  questions,  I 

1  be  glad  to  answer  them. 

Iiere  l>eing  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 

B  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  pronounced  cor 

t. 

rhe  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 

>  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Private  Anthony  here  appeared  before  the  court. 

rhe  Judge- Advocate.  Private  Anthony,  1  hand  you  so  inneh  of 
i  record  of  the  proceedings  of  this  court  as  contains  the  testinjony 
^en  by  yi>u.  Please  withdraw,  read  it  over,  and  tlien  return  to  tlie 
irt  and  state  whether  you  desire  to  make  any  corrections,  or  whether 
».  testimony  is  corre<»t. 
Che  witness  then  withdrew. 

Chaplain  John  P.  Chidwiok,  U.S. Navy,  appeared  before  the  court 
a  witness,  and  was  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

).  Please  state  your  full  name,  rank,  and  present  duty. 

1.  John  Patrick  Chidwick,  chaplain,  U.S. Navy.    I  have  no  relative 

Ik. 

[^.  You  are  attached  to  the  Maine  t 

iL  Attached  to  the  Maine. 
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Q.  Where  were  you  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  February,  when  the 
Maine  was  blown  upf 

A.  In  my  room,  aboard  the  ship. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  court  what  shocks  you  felt,  what  noises  yoa 
heard,  and  what  you  saw  in  regard  to  the  explosion. 

A.  I  hoard  a  loud  report,  and  everything  became  dark  as  soon  as  I 
heard  the  re]>ort.  The  lights  were  out,  and  there  was  a  crashing  sound 
of  things  falling.  I  then  rushed  on  deck.  I  got  on  the  captain's  poop 
}ind  saw  the  captain  there  giving  his  orders.  After  trying  to  cheer  up 
the  men  who  were  crying  out  in  the  water  for  help,  I  was  ordered  by 
Lieutenant  Jungen  to  go  into  a  boat,  which  1  did.  We  rowed  around 
the  ship  and  picked  up  one  man.  Then,  at  the  orders  of  the  captain, 
we  pulled  off  for  the  City  of  Washington. 

Q.  How  many  shocks  did  you  feelf 

A.  I  remember  only  one. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  list  to  the  ship  when  that  shock  was  expe- 
rienced t 

A.  It  struck  me  that  I  did,  to  the  port  side.  ,  I  am  not  positive  about 
that. 

Q.  Port  down  ! 

A.  Port  down;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  yon  are  not  positive! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  reached  the  deck  had  the  large  explosion  taken 
plaee  and  was  it  overf 

A.  Yes;  it  was  over  and  the  forward  part  was  then  aflame. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  From  what  direction  did  this  first  explosion  or  shock  seem  to 
proceed  ! 

A.  The  impression  on  my  mind  e^n  not  very  well  verify  aujrtbing  I 
would  say.  It  was  like  a  loud  report;  everything  became  dark,  and 
then  the  noise  of  falling  things.  As  I  say,  I  have  an  indistinct  remem- 
brance of  the  ship  falling  toward  the  x)ort. 

Q.  Afterwards  or  at  the  same  timet 

A.  Yes,  sir;  when  I  was  in  the  room;  when  I  heard  the  report. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  pronounced  cor- 
rect.   The  witness  then  withdrew. 

Private  Anthony  here  appeared  before  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  your  testimony  as  recorded  correctt 
Mr.  Anthony.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Ensign  Powelson  then  appeared  before  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Mr.  Powelson,  have  you  brought  the  draw- 
ings you  were  instructed  to  makef 

Ensign  Powelson.  I  have  one.    I  have  not  quite  finished  the  other. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  You  can  bring  that  later. 

Ensign  Powelson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge-Advocate.  If  the  court  please,  Mr.  Powelson  has  brought 
with  hint  one  of  the  drawings  he  was  instructed  to  make,  which  I  request 
may  be  appended  to  the  record. 

(Said  drawing  is  hereto  appended,  marked  B.) 
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The  Judge- Advocate.  Mr.  Powelson,  I  now  band  yon  bo  mneh  of 
the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  this  conrt  on  yenterday  as  contaiiiA 
jonr  testimony.  Please  withdraw,  read  i*  over,  and  then  retnrn  to  the 
oourt  and  state  whether  yon  desire  to  make  any  corrections,  or  whether 
the  testimony  as  recorded  is  correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  I  ask  that  the  conrt  be  cleared. 

The  conrt  was  cleared,  all  piTsons  except  the  membi^rs  of  the  rourt 
and  the  indge- advocate  withdrawing. 

The  conrt  was  opened,  and  the  stenographer  and  Captain  Sigsln^ 
ent4>red. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Captain  Sigsbee,  th^  conrt  was  cleaned  in 
order  to  permit  me  to  tell  the  conrt  what  steps  I  had  taken  to  asi*ei  t»in 
what  mining  had  been  done  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  and  theditfitMiltv 
experienced  in  obtaining  any  testimony  on  that  subject;  also  to  submit 
to  the  conrt  certain  letters,  which  can  not  be  nsed  as  evidence,  bit 
which  also  bear  on  the  same  subject,  and  to  receive  instmctions  of  the 
conrt  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

The  conrt  (at  12  o'clock  noon)  took  a  recess  nntil  1.30  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  conrt  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 

Present:  All  the  members,  the  jndge-advocate,  the  stenographer,  and 
Captain  Sigsbee. 

Ensign  Powelson  appeared  before  the  conrt. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Mr.  Powelson,  is  the  testimony  given  by  yon 
AS  recorded  correctt 

i   Ensign  PovrsLSON.  I  wish  to  make  the  following  corrections  in  the 
pestimony: 

[,  On  page  27  insert  the  words  "top  of  the"  before  *' conning  tower." 
On  page  28,  in  the  fifth  line,  strike  ont  the  word  "port."    In  the  fifth 
tne  from  the  bottom,  the  sentence  should  end  with  "np."    In  the 
>nrth  line  from  the  bottom  add:  "From  port  to  starboard,"  after  the 
rord  "sheared." 

On  page  30,  third  line,  change  "the"  to  "a." 

On  page  32,  first  line,  change    "one"  to  "the,"  making  it  read 
Iname  of  the  diver." 

On  page  33,  sixth  line,  "better"  should  read  "battered." 
On  page  35,  the  first  one  in  the  first  line,  "turret,"  should  be  erased, 
the  seventeenth  line  "exploded"  should  be  "burst." 
On  page  36,  fifth  line,  "five  inches"  should  be  "twenty  inches."    In 
le  twelfth  line  the  words  "with  one  end  of"  should  be  erased. 
On  page  39,  fourth  line,  change  the  phrase  '^at  port  crane"  to  "and 
>rt  crane."    In  the  fourteenth  line,  change  "quarter"  to  " protec^tive." 
The  JiTDGE  Advocate.  Is  your  testimony  as  now  changed  correct  as 

»rded9 
Ensign  PowELSON.  Yes,  sir.    I  have  with  me  now  the  other  sketch 
fhfch  I  was  directed  by  the  court  to  make. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  If  the  court  please,  I  ask  permission  to 
»pend  the  sketx^h  prod  need  by  the  witness  to  the  record. 
(Said  sketch  is  appended  hereto,  marked  E.) 

^Stomond  Bothschild  appeared  as  a  witness  before  the  court  and  was 
Vom  by  the  prefflaent.      ^  ^  i 

Examined  €y  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

^Q.  Please  staiiS^your  full  n'^e,  residence,  and  business. 

A,  My  fall  nskine  is  Algmund  Rothschild.    My  residence  is  in  Detroit, 


I 
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Mich.    My  basineas  is  packing  tobacco  on  the  Island  of  Guba,  being 
here  since  1871. 

Q.  Were  yon  in  Havana  on  the  15th  day  of  Febmary  when  the  Maine 
was  blown  npf 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Where  were  yont 

A.  On  the  City  of  WiMhingtoUj  coining  that  evening. 

Q.  How  far  was  the  City  of  Washington  from  the  Maine  at  the  time 
of  the  explosion  t 

A.  I  can  not  give  the  exact  distance,  bnt  I  asked  Captain  Stevens, 
captain  of  the  Wa^shingtony  what  distance  he  would  call  it,  and  he  said 
about  300  feet. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  it  happened f 

A.  Bight  on  the  stern  of  the  boat,  and  for  the  following  reasons: 
Let  me  explain,  gentlemen.  We  were  only  17  passengers,  and  after 
the  Washingtonj  which  came  in  about  8.30,  had  received  her  place,  all 
the  other  passengers  went  down  to  take  beer.  They  invited  me  and  I 
said  1  wouldu't  drink  any,  and  my  friend  who  is  upstairs,  Mr.  Wer- 
theimer,  also  said  he  would  not  drink  any.  We  were  sitting  then  in 
the  smoking  room.  This  was  about  9.30.  I  said,  ''Let  us  go  to  the 
stem  of  the  boat  and  watch  the  MaineJ^  I  made  a  joke  about  it.  I 
said,  ^' We  are  under  the  guns  of  the  United  States;  we  are  well  pro- 
tected, and  we  can  sit  here."  The  chairs  were  sitting  in  the  center  of 
the  open  place  aft,  and  we  wanted  to  pull  the  chairs  toward  the  bench, 
toward  the  railing.  In  doing  so,  I  had  brought  my  chair  just  about  in 
this  condition  [indicating],  and  had  not  sat  down  when  I  heard  a  sbot, 
the  noise  of  a  shot  I  looked  around  and  1  saw  the  bow  of  the  Maine 
rise  a  little,  go  a  little  out  of  the  water.  It  couldn't  have  been  more 
than  a  few  seconds  after  that  noise,  that  shot,  that  there  came  in  the 
center  of  the  ship  a  terrible  mass  of  fire  and  explosion,  and  everything 
went  over  our  heads,  a  black  mass.  We  could  not  tell  what  it  was. 
It  was  all  black.  Then  we  heard  a  noise  of  falling  material  on  the  place 
where  we  had  been,  right  near  the  smoking  room. 

One  of  the  lifeboats  which  was  hanging  had  a  pieee  go  through  it  and 
make  a  big  hole  in  it.  After  we  seen  that  mast  go  up,  the  whole  boat 
lifted  out,  I  should  judge,  about  2  feet.  As  she  lifted  out,  the  bow 
went  right  down.  It  didn't  take  a  minute  after  the  lifting  of  the  boat 
until  the  bow  went  down.  We  stood  spellbound,  and  cried  to  the  cap- 
tain. The  captain  gave  orders  to  lower  the  boats,  and  two  of  the  boats 
which  were  partly  lowered  were  found  broken  through  with  big  holes. 
Some  iron  pieces  had  fallen  through  them.  Naturally,  that  made  adelay, 
and  they  had  to  run  for  the  other  boats,  or  else  we  would  have  been  a 
few  minutes  sooner  in  the  water.  Then  the  stem  stood  out  like  this, 
in  thisdirection  I  indicating],  and  there  was  a  cry  from  the  people  ^^Help," 
and  "  Lord  God  nelp  us,"  and  "  Help !  Help ! "  The  noise  of  the  cry  from 
the  mass  of  human  voices  in  the  boat  did  not  last  but  a  minute  or  twa 
When  the  ship  was  going  down,  there  was  the  cry  of  a  mass  of  i^eople, 
but  that  was  a  murmur.  That  was  not  so  loud  as  the  single  voices 
which  were  in  the  water.  That  did  not  last  but  a  minute,  and  by  that 
time  we  saw  somebody  on  the  deck  in  the  stern  of  the  ship,  and  it 
took  about  a  few  minutes  when  the  boats  commenced  to  bring  in  the 
officers.  We  took  them  to  our  rooms.  A  great  many  of  them  came 
without  anything  on  but  a  pair  of  pants  and  nothing  else.  That  in 
about  the  whole  story  in  regard  to  the  shot. 

To  prove  to  you,  gentlemen,  about  that  shot  which  was  heard,  the 
gentl^en  who  have  gone  on  to  Mexico  in  the  same  steamer,  they  were 
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inking  beer,  and  they  were  about  as  far  from  the  portholes  as  this 
raid  1^  [indicating].  They  heard  the  shot  first,  and  the  shotbronght 
e  gentlemen  sitting  on  this  side  of  the  table  immediately  to  the  port- 
Je.  Then  the  fire  came  out  of  the  center.  So  the  shot  was  heard  by 
eryone,  as  we  stated  that  night  in  the  papers.  It  was  a  shot  similar 
a  cannon  shot.  I  do  not  know  what  it  was,  becaase  I  am  u^sed  to 
8  island,  and  I  know  at  8  o^cIock  they  fire  a  shot.  This  was  about 
5  or  9.40,  and  it  was  an  unusual  time  for  hearing  a  shot.  If  it  had 
m  about  8, 1  would  not  haye  been  looking  around,  because  every 
:ht  we  hear  that  here;  but  being  an  unusual  hour  1  looked  around, 
1 1  saw  the  upheaving  bow  ot  the  Maine^  just  a  little,  not  very  much ; 
;  the  next  minute  the  middle  section  commenced  to  go  up.  8he  com- 
Dced  to  go  down,  and  in  less  than  a  minute  after  the  upheaving  she 
» down  in  the  water. 

I.  Which  side  of  the  Maine  was  toward  you  9 
L  We  were  lying  in  the  same  direction ;  that  is  to  say,  when  we  sat 
the  stem  we  looked  at  the  stern  of  the  Maine.    Our  boat  lay  pretty 
.r  in  the  same  direction.    I  looked  out  from  the  stern  to  my  right 
&. 

I  You  mean  the  Maine  was  pointing  right  toward  you — ^the  stem  of 
if 

L.  No. 

I.  Which  side  of  the  Maine  was  toward  your  vessel! 

L.  The  right. 

I.  The  starboard  sidet 

L  Tes,  sir. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

I.  You  were  lying  here  somewhere  [indicating]  t 

L  Yes;  jast  like  looking  in  this  direction,  on  this  side  [indicating]. 

I,  You  were  looking  toward  the  i)ort  side  of  the  Maine  then.    Were 

I  on  the  Morro  Castle  side  of  the  Maine  or  on  the  other  side  of  the 

inef 

L.  We  were  on  the  side  away  from  Havana.     If  this  is  the  bow 

iicatingj  this  is  our  boat.    I  was  looking  from  here  to  here. 

i.  Then  you  were  looking  at  the  port  side  of  the  Mainet 

L  Whatever  you  call  it.    I  am  not  a  good  sailor.    1  must  make  that 

ifession.    I  was  looking  from  this  stern  to  this  stern  [iudicatingj. 

re  is  where  our  stern  was,  and  I  was  standing  about  here  [indicat 

;].    Here  is  the  place  where  I  stood.    That  is  the  smoking  room,  and 

s  is  where  all  that  stuff  fell  down,  the  iron;  and  here,  a  little  nearer 

i  engine  room,  was  where  the  engineer  was  sitting  when  that  cement 

I.    Have  you  seen  thatf 

J.  We  have  heard  of  it. 

k.  It  is  kept  by  the  engineer  for  me.    He  says  he  will  bring  it  back 

m  Mexico.    It  broke  a  chair  and  made  a  largeliole  through  the  deck. 

is  a  large  piece.    I  think  it  must  weigh  about  30  i)ounds. 

^  How  thick  was  the  cement! 

1.  The  cement  was  about  2  inches  in  thickness. 

By  the  JtrDGE- Advooate  : 

j.  When  you  heard  that  first  explosion,  did  you  feel  any  vibration  on 

ird  of  your  own  vessel! 

L  No,  sir ;  none — nothing  but  hearing  it.    There  was  no  feeling  at  all. 

2.  Did  you  feel  any  vibration  when  the  Maine  blew  up! 
L  Idid. 


60      DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  U.  S.  BATTLE  SHIP  MAINE. 

Q.  Yoa  are  certain  there  was  a  distinct  interval  between  the  first 
shot  and  the  blowing  up! 

A.  Sure,  because  it  was  the  shot  which  made  me  look  first  in  that 
direction. 

Q.  Which  side  of  the  Maine  did  the  explosion  seem  to  come  oat  oft 

A.  This  we  will  call  the  Maine  [indicating].  The  explosion  came  about 
here.  Take  that  as  the  entire  boat.  There  is  where  it  came  [pointing 
Ht  Hl>oat  the  middle  of  the  Maine],  I  am  positive,  becaase  I  saw  the 
whole  width  of  it. 

Q.  Was  it  on  the  side  toward  you  or  away  from  yout 

A.  On  our  side.    The  whole  mass  came  over  our  heads. 

Q.  On  your  side! 

A.  Ye8,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us  whether  you  saw  anything  going  up  in  the  air 
which  exph)ded  after  it  got  there,  like  rockets! 

A.  No,  sir;  nothing  exploded  in  the  air,  because  we  would  have  seen 
everything.  Nothing  exploded.  It  was  merely  a  dropping  against  our 
boat.  It  came  over  our  boat  and  on  our  boat,  but  nothing  exploded 
after  it  went  in  the  air. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  first  report,  or  at  the  time  of  the  second 
explosion,  did  you  see  any  water  flying  up! 

A.  From  the  boat,  nothing,  except  when  the  Maine  went  down. 
Then  there  was  a  splurge  of  water  from  the  lurch  of  the  boat. 

Q.  Ton  saw  no  great  upahoot  of  flame  at  the  second  explosion,  eitherf 

A.  No;  the  flame  came  after,  more  like  a  burning  fire  flame.  It  was 
an  explosion  which  showed  that  it  was  fire,  you  know,  but  not  that 
flame  which  we  seen  afterwards,  burning  for  hours — what  we  caJl  a 
flame.  It  was  an  explosion,  and  it  ended  with  that  and  set  it  on  fire 
afterwards.    This  ship  was  burning  until  2  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Q.  That  is,  the  explosion  made  no  great  illumination  f 

A.  No^sir. 

Q.  This  upheaval  caused  by  the  second  explosion  was  limited,  yoa 
say,  to  that  portion  of  the  ship  which  you  have  marked  out  there? 

A.  No;  the  first  shot  I  heard  I  saw  the  upheaval  here  at  the  bow- 
not  a  great  deal.  When  the  second  explosion  came  the  whole  of  it 
was  raised,  only  less  from  the  stem,  and  immediately  she  went  down 
just  as  fast  as  she  could. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  The  forward  half  of  the  ship! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Did  that  extend  clear  across  the  ship? 

A.  Naturally,  we  couldn't  tell  from  the  masses  and  from  the  fire  how 
far  it  extended  on  the  other  side,  because  we  were  on  one  side  of  it; 
but  it  looked  as  if  that  whole  center  here  was  torn  out,  from  the  place 
where  I  looked  at  if.    Whether  there  was  anything  untouched  here 

I  indicating]  we  couldn't  see  it  from  this  end.  It  was  impossible, 
because  on  this  end  everything  came  out  clean,  so  that  the  whole 
surface  was  taken  out.  We  couldn't  tell  from  our  side  exactly  how 
much  it  took  out. 

Q.  In  regard  to  the  interval  of  time  between  the  first  explosion  and 
the  second,  did  you  do  anything  which  would  enable  you  to  make  a 
measure  of  that  time? 

A.  No;  and  I  will  tell  you  why.  When  that  shot,  or  that  noise,  was 
heard,  it  gave  me  merely  time  to  look  around  to  see  where  it  came  firom. 
It  was  night  on  the  water,  and  I  couldn't  tell.    I  just  turned  my  eye 
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tfotind,  and  by  the  time  I  turned  my  eye  around  this  explosion  com- 

jueoced  to  come. 
Q.  One  or  two  seconds  only! 

A.  Not  more  than  few  seconds,  jnst  as  a  man  coald  look  aroand.  It 
would  only  take  a  few  seconds. 

Q.  A  second  is  a  long  time  under  such  circumstances. 

A.  I  know  what  seconds  are  since  that  time,  when  we  were  getting 
onr  boats  down  to  help  the  people  that  were  drowning.  I  know  what 
seconds  are  since  that  time.  I  never  knew  it  before.  The  noises  of 
these  two  explosions  had  no  connection,  but  they  were  two  distinct 
things.  That  is  to  say,  the  noise  and  the  fire  did  not  come  together. 
First  was  the  noise,  the  shot,  and  when  the  shot  was  over,  then  tliis 
explosion  took  place. 

Q.  You  saw  the  ship  move  at  each  one  of  these  explosions! 

A.  At  the  first  shot  the  bow  of  the  boat  just  lifted  about  that  much 
[indicating].  At  the  second  one  it  was  more  of  an  upheaval  of  the 
hull,  with  the  exception  of  less  here  at  the  stern.  Then  the  bow  went 
straight  down  like  this  in  this  direction  [indicating]. 

Q.  The  people  on  board  the  Maine  were  quiet  before  this! 

A.  They  were  all  down  stairs,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Wertheimer 
md  myself,  only  two. 

Q.  I  mean  on  board  the  Maine  t 

A.  Perfectly  quiet.  We  even  made  the  remark  how  quiet  everything 
looked  on  board  of  that  vessel. 

Q.  You  saw  no  strange  boats  about  hert 

A*  Not  from  our  side,  and  it  was  pretty  well  lit  up,  if  everything  could 
bave  been  seen.  We  were  interested  because  we  had  just  arrived,  and 
having  read  so  much  in  America  about  the  Maine.  We  were  interested 
to  inspect  the  boat,  not  to  look  for  any  strange  thing;  but  we  saw  n«ith- 
ing  under  the  boat  or  near  the  boat.  When  we  came  in,  all  these  harb(»r 
txmts  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  Maine,  up  toward  this  part  of  the 
city  [indicating].  The  ferry  which  runs  from  here  to  here  [indicating! 
was  taking  her  regular  course  amidst  all  the  cry.  She  was  right  here 
then  and  she  did  not  come  to  help.  The  ferry  runs  acioss  from  here  to 
here  [indicating].  I  went  to  Captain  Stevens  and  I  said:  '^For  God's 
sake,  can't  you  holler  to  that  boat  to  go  nearer  f"  Naturally,  being  in 
midstream,  I  did  not  expect  she  would  with  a  lot  of  passengers,  because 
it  looked  threatening  with  that  stern  part  out,  as  if  another  explosion 
night  happen ;  but  after  she  had  taken  her  passengers  off  she  had  ample 
t;ime  to  go  to  their  assistance  before  we  could  get  there.  She  was  under 
iteam  and  she  ran  steady.    Those  boats  run  steady. 

Q.  The  Spanish  man  of  war  in  the  harbor  did  send  boats! 

A.  Oh,  yes.  By  the  time  our  boats  were  in  the  w<ater  we  saw  the 
Sash  light  coming  toward  the  Maine  and  their  boats  were  ahead  of  the 
ii^bt,  so  they  came  immediately.  They  also  got  a  big  piece  of  iron. 
whkh  fell  on  our  boat,  which  was  used  for  binding  the  boat  together 
>ii  both  sides. 

Q.  An  angle  iron f 

A.  An  angle  iron.    That  also  fell  on  our  deck. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  very  large  pieces  of  iron  plate  that  were  torn 
>ff  or  thrown  upt 

A.  No,  I  did  not  see  any  large  pieces.  I  saw  a  big  bulk  flying.  It 
lidn^t  look  like  heavy  pieces.  It  might  have  been  a  human  body, 
lecause  everything  that  came  over  us  looked  dark.  We  saw  large 
>ieees  of  timber  in  front  of  our  vessel  which  flew  against  it,  but  noth- 
Dg  you  could  see  with  youi*  eyes,  because  it  was  so  glaring  on  account 
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of  this  explosion  when  it  went  ap  that  yon  conld  see  nothing  nntil  it 
went  over,  and  then  yon  conld  see  it  as  a  mass  and  not  as  an  article 
which  was  lit  np.    You  could  see  it  as  a  dark  mass. 

Q.  Some  of  the  pieces,  you  think,  went  over  the  W€ishi7igton1 

A.  I  am  sure  they  went  over  onr  heads.  You  see,  this  stern  of  the 
Wdshington  is  pretty  clear.  Eveiything  wonld  go  over,  while  here  in 
front  they  would  fall  against  something.  We  were  sitting  back  of  the 
cabins,  which  was  a  large  space  free  from  the  deck,  and  everything  went 
over  us;  some  of  them  went  not  more  than  about  10  or  12  feet  over 
us;  the  others  went  very  high,  but  you  could  not  tell  what  it  was, 
except  it  was  a  dark  matter.  There  was  afterwards  many  single  shots 
going  ofif;  that  kept  on  for  hours  afterwards  until  about  2.15  in  the 
morning,  but  it  was  nothing  like  an  explosion.  It  was  single  pieces  of 
something  going  off,  that  stopped  right  there. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  anything  flying  alofb  when  the  first  shock  was 
heard! 

A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  flew  np  in  the  airf 

A.  Nothing  flew  up  in  the  air.  I  looked  around.  I  thought  the  shot 
may  have  come  from  something  else.  If  anything  flew  up  I  would  have 
seen  it;  but  my  eye  went  not  alone  to  the  boat  but  went  all  over,  to 
see  where  that  shot  could  have  come  from.  Nothing  went  up,  because 
my  eye  was  directed  the  moment  the  shot  was  heani.  I  saw  no  com- 
motion, no  lurch,  like  this  [indicating] ;  just  a  little  lift.  Then  came 
the  explosion,  which  gave  the  whole  mass  a  lift. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  pronounced 
correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
of  the  court  not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Louis  Webtheimeb  appeared  before  the  court  as  a  witness  and 
was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Will  you  please  give  your  full  name,  residence,  and  what  business 
you  are  in  t 

A.  Louis  Wertheimer;  business  address,  148  Water  street,  New 
York ;  private  address,  133  West  Ninety-third  street,  New  York  City. 

Q.  What  business  are  you  engaged  int 

A.  Dealer  in  leaf  tobacco. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  on  the  15th  day  of  February 
when  the  Maine  exploded! 

A.  I  was  a  passenger  on  the  City  of  Wellington. 

Q.  How  far  was  the  City  of  Washington  from  the  Maine  at  the  timet 

A.  I  should  judge  between  100  and  125  yards. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion! 

A.  At  the  actual  moment  of  the  explosion  I  was  in  the  stem  of  the 
Wa^hingtoUy  having  left  about  halfway  between  the  smokestack  and 
the  chief  engineer's  cabin,  where  I  was  standing  talking  with  Mr. 
Rothschild,  to  take  a  seat  on  the  chairs  which  were  on  the  stern  of  the 
Washington.  We  left  our  x)ost  because  there  were  no  chairs  there,  and 
when  we  reached  the  stern  of  the  boat  and  had  just  taken  hold  of  the 
chairs  to  move  them  out  fh>m  the  center  of  the  vessel  the  explosicm 
occurred. 

Q.  Then  the  Maine  was  in  full  view  of  you  at  the  time. 
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A.  We  were  looking  directly  at  her  at  the  time. 
Q.  On  which  side  of  the  Maine  were  yon  lookingf 
A.  We  were  on  the  starboard  side  of  our  boat — the  stem  starboard 
nde—and  we  were  looking  at  the  Maine. 
Q.  The  Maine  was  abreast  of  yout 

A.  I  should  judge  she  was  parallel  to  as.    The  same  tide  mast  have 
pat  her  in  the  same  x>osition  we  were  in. 
Q.  Please  tell  as  what  yoa  felt  and  saw. 
As  We  heard  a  report. 
Q.  Yoat 

A.  I  heard  a  report,  a  minor  report,  minor  in  comparison  with  the 
greater  report  which  immediately  followed,  and  at  an  interval  of  any- 
where from  five  to  fifteen  seconds  following  this  first  minor  report  came 
a  great  explosion.  We  saw  an  apheaval,  and  the  air  was  black  with 
flying  objects  which  we  could  not  distingnish,  bat  there  were  sufficient 
of  them  to  blacken  the  sky.  In  the  same  barst  of  flame  which  followed 
this  immense  upheaval  I  saw,  clearly  and  plainly,  the  vessel  rise  in  the 
water  a  distance  which  apparently  was  3  yards,  bnt  which  in  reality 
must  have  been  greater,  and  then  settle  down  before  the  light  of  the 
explosion  went  out.  The  whole  thing  was  over  so  quickly  that  I  could 
not  hazard  a  gness  at  the  time,  but  suffice  it  to  say  that  in  the  burst 
if  flame  which  followed  the  upheaval  of  this  flying  mass  1  saw  the  ves- 
)el  settle  in  the  water. 

Q.  Do  you  say  you  noticed  an  upheaval  at  the  first  explosion  or  first 
Jbock — an  upheaval  of  the  vessel  9 

A.  As  closely  as  I  can  say,  I  should  say  the  upheaval  followed  the 
lying  objects — either  that  or  simultaneously.  The  time  was  so  very, 
wry  short  between  them,  if  there  was  a  diflferenoe  between  the  rising 
it  the  vessel,  the  upheaval  of  the  vessel  and  the  u]>heaval  of  the 
ibjects  flying  in  the  air,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  mark  it. 
Q.  I  am  now  referring  to  the  first  shot  you  heard.  Did  you  notice 
liy  movement  of  the  Maine  together  with  that? 
A.  No;  not  at  all;  and  bear  in  mind  that  the  interval  was  very,  very 
hort  between  the  first  and  the  great  explosion. 

]Q.  Tou  probably  meant,  when  you  said  from  five  to  fifteen  seconds, 
time  than  that,  if  you  count  in  your  own  mind  how  long  five  seconds 
Id  take. 
Let  me  see  how  long  five  seconds  actually  took  and  I  can  judge 
titer.    [Witness  examines  his  watch.]    It  certainly  was  less. 
Less  than  five  seconds! 
Tes,  sir;  it  certainly  was  less. 

Did  you  feel  any  shock  aboard  the  Washington  at  the  first  explo- 
that  you  heard! 
No,  sir. 

Did  you  at  the  second! 

Tes,  sir;  decidedly — a  strong  tremor  running  through  the  vessel. 

Did  you  see  any  shell  explode  in  the  air  at  this  second  upheaval? 

No;  nor  was  I  looking  upward  at  the  time.    My  eyes  were  fixed 

m  on  what  was  lefft  of  the  Maine — ^the  deck — settling  in  the  water. 

[idn't  look  in  the  air  at  all.    I  have  heard  it  said  here  that  people  in 

city  saw  a  great  burst  of  colored  lights  in  the  sky,  as  though  signal 

Lets  were  exploding  there.    I  saw  nothing  of  that  from  tlie  Wash 

U  because  my  sight  was  not  fixed  in  the  sky.    It  was  fixed  on  the 

a  itself— the  hull. 

Had  you  been  looking  at  the  Maine  for  some  little  time  previous 
this! 
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A.  Fully  ten  minutes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  boats  around  bert 

A.  Nothing;  but  the  night  was  very  dark.  Between  the  time  that 
the  cornet — I  took  it  to  be  the  cornet — sounded  on  the  Maine  and  the 
extinguishing  of  lights  at  the  explosion  there  was  very  little  light  in 
the  bay.  It  was  a  very,  very  dark  night,  so  much  so  that  Mr.  Koths- 
child,  myself,  and  another  passenger  were  discussing  the  color  of  the 
Maine^  whether  she  were  white  or  gray. 

Q.  There  were  some  electric  lights  showing  on  board  the  Jfatue, 
though,  were  there  not! 

A.  When  we  entered,  yes;  as  we  came  up  to  our  buoy  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  light.  There  seemed  to  be  a  good  deal  of  moving  about 
We  heard  a  concertina  playing  when  we  moored,  which  was  all  pie* 
vious  to  the  comet  sounding. 

By  theOoUBT: 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  if,  on  thinking  it  over,  there  is  in  your  mind 
any  confusion  between  the  upheavalof  tbe  ship  following  the  principal 
explosion  and  the  fact  that  she  immediately  went  downt 

A.  Will  you  repeat  that  question,  please.    I  didn't  quite  catch  it. 

Q.  You  say  when  this  explosion  took  place,  either  simultaneously  or 
instantly  after,  you  saw  the  vessel  rise  in  the  water! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  should  say  at  least  5  feetf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  course  she  immediately  stopped  and  went  down  entirely  under 
the  water! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  suppose  that  if  slie  had  simply  gone  back  to  the  position 
from  which  she  started,  it  would  appear  in  your  mind  to  be  as  much  as 
5  feet  that  she  rose  out  of  the  water! 

A.  1  think  she  raised  more  than  5  feet.  I  say  it  was  what  appeared 
to  me  to  be  3  yards — ^9  feet — but  I  think  in  reality  it  must  have 
been  more,  judging  from  the  size  of  the  vessel.  She  certainly  settled 
deeper  when  she  came  down  after  being  heaved  up  than  she  had  been 
originally. 

Q.  Yes;  she  went  entirely  under  the  water  then. 

A.  Yes;  she  settled  immediately  in  the  water. 

Q.  You  think  it  was  as  much  as  9  feet  that  she  was  raised! 

A.  I  should  estimate  it  at  that;  yes,  sir. 

i^.  What  part  of  the  ship  was  it  that  was  lifted  so  much! 

A.  The  part  that  was  nearest  to  us,  which  was  the  part  we  were  look- 
ing at.  It  must  have  been  her  stern,  because  her  stern  was  probaUiy 
parallel  with  our  own. 

Q.  Whereabouts  did  this  explosion  occur  with  reference  to  the  Mainel 

A.  In  what  part  of  the  Mainel 

Q.  Yes. 

A.  That  would  be  very  difficult  for  me  to  say,  because  I  am  not  famil- 
iar enough  with  the  ship.  It  looked  to  be  rather  more  forward  thau 
the  middle  of  the  ship. 

Q.  Was  it  that  part  of  the  ship  that  was  lifted  out  of  the  water! 

A.  No;  not  the  part  that  I  refer  to  as  being  lii'ted  out  of  the  water, 
be^'ause  what  I  saw  lifted  out  of  the  water  must  have  been  her  stern, 
being  tbe  nearest  to  us,  while  the  part  that  exploded  was  farther  away 
from  us. 

Q.  Was  not  this  lifting  of  the  stern  due  to  the  fact  that  the  bow  was 
depressed! 
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A.  That  I  couldn't,  say. 

Q.  Jast  as  if  this  [iudicating]  was  the  bow  of  the  ship,  and  the  explo- 
sion took  place  here  forward  of  the  center,  conld  the  raising  of  tiie 
stem  be  due  to  the  &ct  that  this  end  went  downf 

A.  No,  sir;  it  was  too  quick  for  that.  It  was  too  sudden  a  lift.  It 
iDQ8t  have  been  an  independent  force  that  lifted  that  hull  as  I  saw  it 
Jilted.  It  could  not  possibly  be  the  depression  of  the  forward  end  rais- 
ing the  hind  end,  because  that  would  result  in  a  ^iMluiJ  motion,  and 
this  was  a  decided  lifting  up. 

Q.  Conld  not  that  [indicating]  have  been  the  portion  of  the  ship 
where  the  explosion  took  placet 

A.  No;  the  explosion  was  forward  of  the  stern  which  I  speak  of 
seeing  raised  from  the  water. 

Q.  That  part  which  was  raised  was  to  your  right  hand  as  you  looked, 
was  it,  or  to  your  left  hand! 

A.  To  the  right.  We  were  lying  reversed  from  this,  were  we  not, 
with  the  stem  to  the  mouth  of  the  bay  f 

Q.  The  Maine  is  lying  now  jnst  as  she  was  on  that  occasion.  You 
were  on  that  side  of  her,  looking  this  way,  and  the  stem  was  to  your 
right  hand. 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  stern  was  to  our  right  hand. 

Q.  It  would  depend  on  how  you  were  facing,  yourself;  but  the  explo- 
sion was  to  your  left,  if  you  were  not  looking  directly  at  itt 

A.  We  were  looking  directly  at  her,  thongh. 

Q.  Then  the  explosion  was  to  the  left  end  of  the  part  you  saw  raised  f 

A.  I  really  can  not  agree  with  yon  on  that,  because  I  take  it  that  we 
were  looking  immediately  at  her.  She  was  in  front  of  ns.  We  were 
facing  the  vessel  directly.  Supposing  that  she  was  lying  parallel  to 
us— yes,  you  would  be  right,  it  would  be  to  the  left  then.  I  should 
prefer,  as  a  layman,  to  omit  the  words  ^'bow"  and  "stem^  becanse  I 
distinctly  say  that  part  of  the  vessel  nearest  to  us.  I  was  standing  on 
the  stem  of  the  Wdshingion.    That  I  can  say  positively,  but  I  can  not 

Py  positively  which  was  the  stem  or  bow  of  the  Maine,    I  simply  take 
for  granted  that  she  was  lying  parallel  to  us,  and  that  the  same  tide 
fiiat  swung  us  swung  her. 

Q.  Suppose  this  is  the  Maine  [illustrating].    Instead  of  lying  in  that 
fosition,  she  might  have  been  lying  in  that  position  [indicating[f 
;  A.  We  looked  to  that  part  of  the  ifaine  which  was  nearest  to  ns,  and 
fe  were  on  the  stern  of  the  Washington. 

\  Q.  If  you  were  looking  right  opposite  yon,  and  she  was  in  that  posi- 
I,  then  it  was  the  part  you  were  looking  at  that  was  raised  f 
A.  Yes,  sir;  decidedly  and  emphatically. 

Q.  That  is  the  bow  of  your  shi))  [indicating].    Did  the  Maine  appear 
that  direction  or  in  that  direction  [indicating]! 
A.  That  I  didn't  notice. 

Q.  For  instance,  as  you  stood  on  the  deck  of  the  Washingtanj  was 
)JXT  head  turned  somewhat  toward  the  bow  of  the   Wa^hingtouy  or 

you  looking  over  the  stern  somewhat! 
A.  Somewhat  astern;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  other  words,  there  would  be  the  Maine  and  here  would  be  the 
^oikington  [indicating]. 

A.  If  this  was  our  ship,  my  line  of  vision,  more  or  less,  was  directed 
this  direction  [indicating].    The  Maine  was  to  the  right  of  us.   That 

I  am  reasonably  positive  of. 
Inhere  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 

S.  Doc  207 5 
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was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  and  by  him  pronounced 
correct, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwright  asked  permission  at  this  point 
to  be  present,  and  permission  was  granted. 

Gunner  Ghables  Morgan,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  and 
was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  rank,  and  present  duty. 

A.  Gunner  Charles  Morgan,  serving  on  board  the  U.  S.  8.  Kew  Ibrik, 
of  Key  West,  Fla.    I  am  on  duty  here,  diving. 

Q.  Have  you  personally  done  any  diving  about  the  wreck  of  the 
Maine? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  often  have  you  been  down! 

A.  I  was  down  once. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  down! 

A.  An  hour  and  twenty- five  minutes. 

Q.  Will  you  describe  to  the  court,  from  your  own  knowledge,  what 
you  yourself  saw  and  felt,  the  condition  of  the  wreck  of  the  MainCj  and 
anything  you  may  have  discovered  down  there  of  importance. 

A.  On  being  dressed  and  going  down  the  ladder  and  lowered  down 
to  the  bottom,  I  was  landed  among  a  lot  of  tanks,  some  being  6  inch 
and  some  being  10-inch  powder  tanks,  all  being  empty  and  broken  up. 
I  also  found  what  I  supposed  to  be  the  ceiling  and  the  linings  of  the 
magazine  woodwork.  Then  walking  around  a  little  way  from  the  tanks, 
I  tell  off.  I  landed  down  in  soft  mud.  I  tried  to  pick  my  way  back 
again  and  I  came  across  what  I  supposed  to  be  the  bulkhead.  Placing 
my  hands  upon  it,  I  found  it  went  in,  and  overhauling  it  a  little  mor& 
coming  up  higher  on  it  all  the  time  until  I  got  to  the  top,  I  founa 
myself  back  among  the  tanks  again.  Then  moving  away  from  there  a 
little  way,  I  found  that  I  got  among  a  lot  of  wires,  which  I  supposed 
to  be  in  the  dynamo  room,  and  also  among  some  accumulators;  and 
everything  in  the  line  of  bulkheads  and  frames  had  a  tendency  of  show- 
ing from  port  to  starboard.  After  overhauling  these  frames,  I  started 
to  walk  away  from  that  direction,  going  along  a  little  way  to  the  left, 
as  I  supposed  it  to  be,  and  there  I  came  across  a  lot  of  frames,  as  they 
seemed  to  be.  They  were  turned  up  and  over.  A  little  way  from  there 
I  got  among  the  paymaster's  stores,  canned  wet  provisions.  In  turning 
around  again,  I  began  going  back  toward  the  same  amount  of  powder 
tanks — the  empty  tanks.  Being  satisfied  I  was  around  the  10  and 
6  inch  tanks,  I  had  the  signal  to  be  called  up. 

Q.  You  say  the  tanks  were  empty  and  broken.    Broken  in  what  way  9 

A.  Some  were  just  split  and  others  had  their  heads  off,  and  others 
were  just  simply  pressed  down;  some  had  the  impression  of  the  pow- 
der showing  on  them. 

Q.  Did  many  tanks  appear  to  have  been  burst  open  by  the  charge 
inside  of  them  having  been  exploded  9 

A.  Not  so  many  as  those  which  ax)peared  to  be  just  split  open. 

Q.  Would  the  brown  powder,  exposed  to  constant  weather,  like  the 
powder  aboard  the  Maine  has  been  exposed  in  an  open  tank,  be  likely 
to  melt  out  9 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Dissolved 9 

A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  And  some  of  these  tanks  mi^^ht  have  been  ftill  at  the  time  of  the 

nnkiiig,  and  the  powder  has  since  been  dissolved  and  leaked  ontf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  explain  what  yon  mean  by  saying  the  frames  went  from 
port  to  starboardf 

A.  I  would  say  that  the  edges  of  what  I  supposed  to  be  frames  that 
held  the  bulkheads  and  things  of  that  kind  had  a  tendency  of  being 
tamed  oyer  from  port,  facing  down  to  starboard,  fit>m  left  to  right. 
They  had  a  curve. 

Q.  Are  you  frtirly  well  acquainted  with  the  oonstruotion  of  the  Maine  f 

A.  Not  very  well.    I  have  been  on  board  of  her  two  or  three  times. 

Q.  You  have  looked  at  the  plans  since  you  commenced  diving  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  do  you  think  yon  were  when  you  struck  all  these  tanksf 

A.  I  thought  I  was  forward  of  the  boilers  and  in  around  the  hydraulic 
pumps.    I  ought  to  have  been. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  explore  what  you  consider  to  be  the  outside  of  the 
shipf 

A.  I  was  down  in  the  soft  mud  there,  but  I  suppose  I  was  on  the 
outside. 

Q.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  port  side  of  the  ship  t 

A.  The  place  I  was  at  was  all  gone. 

Q.  Perfectly  open  to  port! 

A.  Perfectly  open,  except  little  ragged  edges  from  the  pieces  there 
on  the  bottom  f 

Q.  Did  you  touch  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship  at  all ;  did  you  reach 
fbatf 

A.  Just  on  the  starboard  side,  over  the  10-inch  magazine.  That 
wasalL 

Q.  Did  you  touch  the  starboard  sidef 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  has  been  stated  in  this  court  by  another  witness  that  you  fell 
into  a  hole.    What  about  thatt 

A.  There  is  a  space  there  where  it  is  deeper  than  any  other  place. 
That  is  where  the  soft  mud  is. 

Q.  You  could  find  no  bottom  to  that  hole  at  all! 

A«  Yes;  there  is  bottom  there. 

Q.  How  taa  did  you  get  iut 

A.  About  half  waist.    Near  the  armpits. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  holet  Did  you  And  the  boundaries 
oftiiehole  at  all! 

A«  No;  it  is  an  open  space,  very  soft,  slushy  mud. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  touch  the  edges  of  this  holet 

A.  It  is  simply  an  incline,  but  nothing  to  make  a  round  hole. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  big  the  hole  was  then! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  the  metal  was  bent  at  the  holet 

A.  There  was  no  metal  at  the  hole. 

By  Captain  Sigsbbe: 

I    Q.  Do  you  know  whether  you  reached  the  outside  shell  of  the  ship 
I  anywhere  t 
A.  I  couldnt  say,  sir. 

By  the  Coubt  : 
•   Q.  You  spoke  of  being  among  the  6  and  10  inch  powder  tanks  when 
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yoa  first  went  down.  How  many  powder  tanks  do  yon  estimate  yon 
fonndf 

A.  I  woold  say  there  were  at  least  from  20  to  25  there,  sir. 

Q.  If  the  powder  had  dissolved  and  leaked  out  of  the  tanks,  woald 
not  the  powder  bag  have  been  left  intact  in  the  tankt 

A.  It  would  depeud  if  they  were  cnt  and  jammed  in  the  tank.  We 
found  pieces  and  brought  them  up  to  the  surface.  If  they  were  not  cut, 
they  would  be  found  in  the  tank. 

Q.  Where  would  they  go! 

A.  Down  there  among  the  wreckage. 

Q.  Do  you  think  powder  would  dissolve  sufficiently  to  entirely  leak 
out  through  the  cartridge  bag! 

A.  If  it  was  broken  and  crushed — ^yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  if  the  cartridge  bag  were  not  broken  f 

A.  It  would  stay  in  the  tank,  just  the  same  as  the  10>inch,  if  it  was 
not  broken,  but  it  would  dissolve. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  powder  cases  that  were  full  and  closed  tight  t 

A.  At  the  time  I  was  downt 

Q.  Yes. 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  said  in  answer  to  a  question  as  to  where  you  were  when  you 
found  these  powder  tanks,  that  you  thought  you  were  in  the  hydraulic 
roomf 

A.  Because  the  accumulators  were  there,  and  also  the  position  of  the 
accumulators,  and  the  magazine  would  make  it  around  that  room,  near 
the  10-inch  magazine. 

Q.  But  the  hydraulic  room  is  over  the  magazine! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  but  the  lining  of  the  top  fioor  and  the  magazine  all 
being  broken  open,  just  as  though  it  had  been  crushed  up  to  the  wood- 
work and  sticking  out,  the  woodwork  being  tongned  and  grooved,  and 
the  woodwork  leaving  an  open  space  there,  showed  the  accumulators 
lying  around. 

Q.  I  am  referring  to  the  powder  tanks.  I  asked  you  where  you  were 
when  you  found  these  tanks.  You  said  you  were  in  the  hydraulic  pump 
room.  Is  it  possible  that  during  all  the  time  you  were  down  you  had 
not  been  as  low  as  the  magazine! 

A.  I  am  quite  sure  I  was  as  low  as  the  magazine,  because  no  wood 
of  that  kind  would  be  down  there  below  that  deck. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  her  magazines  when  she  was  in  order,  before 
this  occurrence! 

A.  No,  sir;  I  never  was  in  her  magazines.  I  took  special  notice  of 
it  when  I  struck  it,  knowing  that  that  wsis  something  strange  to  be 
down  there.  I  put  my  hands  over  it  and  noticed  it  particularly,  and 
found  it  was  an  inch  thick.  Then  I  put  my  hand  right  along  and 
noticed  it  was  a  part  of  the  flooring.  Then  when  I  came  across  these 
oUier  things  together  it  led  me  to  understand  1  was  at  the  magazine. 

Q.  How  could  these  powder  tanks  have  been  in  the  hydraulic  room! 

A.  There  probably  being  no  solid  deck  there,  probably  they  got  down 
in  below  there.  The  accumulators  were  right  around  in  that  surface, 
and  they  were  secured  to  that  after  bulkhead  above  the  magazine. 

Q.  But  they  were  not  in  the  hydraulic  room! 

A.  No,  sir;  they  were  all  around  the  magazine  at  that  time. 

Q.  They  just  dropped  down  into  the  magazine.    Is  that  it! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  they  just  dropped  down  in  there. 

By  Captain  SiasBEE : 
Q.  Do  you  find  any  10  or  6  inch  shell  below! 
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A.  There  were  four  6  inch  shell  lying  there.  The  man  wanted  to 
hook  them  ap,  and  I  told  hioi  not  to,  because  we  didnt  have  men  to 
haal  them  np.    He  also  pat  a  10-inch  shell  on. 

Q.  Was  this  yoor  own  experience  when  you  went  down  under  the 
waterf 

Au  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  find  any  shell  yoorself^  individually t 

A.  'Soy  sir. 

There  being  no  farther  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  aload  to  him,  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct,  and  hav- 
ing been  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters  pertaining 
to  the  trial,  he  withdrew. 

Chief  Gunner's  Mato  Akbbew  Olsbn,  IT.  8.  Kayy,  appealed  as  a 
j    witness  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Jttdge- Adygoate  : 

,      Q.  What  is  your  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  are  you  attached t 
I      A.  My  name  is  Andrew  Olsen,  chief  gunner's  mato,  U.  S.  S.  Jotro. 
i      Q.  Have  you  been  sent  over  here  for  the  purpose  of  doing  diving 
j    duty  on  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  f 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times  have  you  been  down! 
A.  I  have  been  down  four  times. 
Q.  Aboat  how  many  hours  in  all! 

A.  About  eight  or  nine  hours,  I  guess — around  there.  I  couldn't 
say  exactly  how  many. 

Q.  State  to  the  court  your  own  exi)erionce  while  under  wator,  as  far 
as  the  condition  of  the  Maine  is  concerned,  and  any  discoveries  of  any 
importance  that  you  may  have  made  while  under  wator  yourself. 

A.  1  he  first  time  I  went  down,  I  went  right  down  over  the  forward 
part  where  she  was  blown  up,  seemingly  over  some  fire  rooms.  1  found 
the  wreck  all  blowed  np.  I  found  a  lot  of  grato  bars  down  there.  The 
second  time  I  went  down,  I  went  down  farther  forward.  I  struck  a  lot 
of  10-inch  shells.  Forward  of  the  10-inch  shell,  the  plates  were  bent 
right  inboard  over  them. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Forward  of  the  shell  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  forward  and  outside  of  the  10-inch  shells.  Some  of  the 
shells  are  laid  with  the  point  of  the  shell  pointing  up.  Some  are  armor- 
plerdng  shell  and  some  are  common  shell.  The  points  of  some  are 
standing  ap  and  some  are  lying  down.  Right  forward  and  to  the  left 
of  them,  and  seemingly  on  the  left  side  of  the  shells,  there  are  plates  bent 
inboard  over  the  shells. 

Q.  You  imagine  yourself  looking  forward! 

A.  Yes,  sir.  Going  over  them  plates,  I  struck  into  a  lot  of  6-inch 
shells  with  their  slings  on  them.  Then  going  to  the  right  from  there 
over  in  that  direction  [indicating],  I  found  a  lot  of  wreckage  over  that 
way.  It  seemed  blown  over  to  starboard.  I  put  my  hand  in  some  of 
tbe  cracks  and  pulled  out  some  6-x>ouuder  shells.  I  pulled  out  one  com- 
plete 6-pounder  cartridge,  shell,  and  all,  and  one  shell  that  was  all 
olown  up— all  of  them  6-pounder  cartridges. 

The  next  time  I  went  down  I  went  right  down  outside  the  ship,  right 
forward  of  the  crane  on  the  port  side.  I  followed  the  bottom  along, 
^e  ship's  side  was  blown  outward,  and  right  alongside  the  crane  you 
^can  walk  on  it.    Following  the  ship's  side  from  there  forward,  the  ship^s 
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side  seemingly  goes  into  shape  again.  You  come  to  the  part  where  she 
is  blown  up  completely.  Then  part  of  her  bottom  plates  are  turned  up. 
Then  yon  follow  the  bottom  from  there  up  and  the  plates  are  blown 
outward.  At  the  top  and  underneath  the  bottom  they  are  blown  in- 
board like  that  [indicating] — bent  in.  About  3  feet  forward  of  that 
there  is  a  piece  of  iron  laid  along,  seemingly  the  bulkhead.  The  skin 
of  the  inside  of  the  double  bottoms  is  curled  over  like  a  sheet  of  i>aper 
inboard,  from  stem  to  stern.  Eight  in  amidships  on  the  same  place 
there  is  an  armor  plate,  one  plate  complete,  the  top  of  the  plate  stand- 
ing up. 

The  plate  is  inclined  over  to  starboard.  It  is  laid  over  to  starboard 
completely.  It  stands  up  with  the  thick  part  of  the  plate  down.  It  is 
inclined  forward,  like  that  [indicating],  and  over  to  starboard — one 
whole,  complete  plate.  The  thickness  of  the  plate  on  top  is  7  inches 
exactly.  I  measured  it.  On  the  forward  part  of  that  plate  is  wooden 
backing,  and  forward  of  that  wooden  backing  there  is  a  thin  sheet  d 
steel,  and  the  bolts  holding  the  armor  plate  into  the  backing  are  there, 
two  of  them.  I  felt  them.  I  could  feel  the  hexagonal  ends,  with 
washers.  Whether  they  are  rubber  or  leather  washers  I  couldn't  say. 
1  couldn't  see  them.  I  could  feel  them  underneath  those  ends;  and 
that  place  extends  over  to  starboard  about  the  midship  line  of  the 
ship.  Inside  the  lOinch  shell  room,  seemingly, where  all  those  shells 
are,  I  found  a  lot  of  empty  tanks.  Some  of  them  were  small  pieces — 
three  or  four  small  pieces  there  which  I  couldn't  get  hold  of.  Most  of 
the  tanks  are  cracked  right  in  the  seam,  and  there  are  some  10-inch 
leaves  or  parts  of  tanks  in  there  in  amongst  the  shells.  Bight  over  this 
place  that  is  bent  in  by  the  10-inch  shell  room  there  seemed  to  be  the 
frame  of  the  ship,  standing  up  and  bent  inboard  on  the  port  side. 

On  the  edge  of  this  armor  plate,  on  this  thin  sheet  of  steel  that  is  in- 
side of  the  backing,  you  can  see  the  rivet  holes,  and  seemingly  some 
kind  of  an  angle  iron  inside  this  steel.  You  can  feel  the  rivet  holes  on 
the  edge  of  it.  If  you  follow  this  armor  plate  you  do  not  strike  any- 
thing at  all.  Everything  is  completely  blown  away.  There  is  nothing 
but  the  bare  bottom,  mud.  If  there  is  anything  in  the  mud  I  can  nc^ 
find  it,  because  it  is  so  deep  down ;  but  I  have  ^en  trjdng  to  dig  down 
as  far  as  I  could.  I  have  been  down  about  five  feet  in  the  mud,  digging 
and  scraping. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Whereabouts  on  this  plan  would  you  put  that  armor  plate  f  Here 
is  the  shell  room,  you  see.  There  is  the  6-inch  spare  magazine  and  here 
is  the  10-inch  powder  magazine. 

A.  This  plate  would  be  around  here  [indicating]. 

Q.  At  the  after  end  of  that  shell  room! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  the  port  of  the  midship  line! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  port  of  the  midship  line.  May  be  it  might  be  a  little 
over  on  the  midship  line;  but  if  it  is,  it  is  not  much. 

Q.  Kear  frame  301 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  the  skin  of  the  double  bottom  turned  up 
and  in  f 

A.  A  little  abaft  here,  seemingly. 

Q.  A  little  abaft  of  frame  30  f 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  little  abaft  this  armor  plate — a  few  feet  abaft  it. 
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Q.  How  far  out  from  the  middle  line  of  the  ship  would  yon  estimate 
it  to  be — ^half  way,  or  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  the  sidet 

A.  I  should  jod|2re  it  was  about  here  [indicating]. 

Q.  About  two-thirds  of  the  way  from  the  mid(Ue  line  of  the  shipf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  frame  30  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  the  bottom  entirely  blown  away! 

A.  Bight  about  here  [indicating]. 

Q.  Between  frames  24  and  28  f 

A.  Yes,  sir.  This  armor  plate,  I  should  judge,  would  be  about  here 
[indicating].    The  bottom  seems  to  be  gone  tbere. 

Q.  How  abont  these  shell!   Are  those  shell  there  still t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  there  are  some  shells  right  in  the  after  end  of  it,  I  judge, 
right  here  [indicating]. 

Q.  There  are  no  shell  in  the  forward  end! 

A.  No,  sir;  not  there,  but  right  over  here,  seemingly.  At  those 
shells  the  plates  are  bent  in  over  them. 

Q.  That  is  on  the  port  side  of  the  shell  room  the  plates  are  bent  in 
over  the  shell  t 

A.  Over  the  shells;  yes,  sir,  and  right  over  here  [indicating],  that 
is  where  1  found  some  tanks  broken  up.  About  here,  I  should  judge 
i^at  the  end  of  the  ship's  bottom,  that  is  the  part  that  is  blown  out. 
YoQ  can  walk  in  on  it. 

By  the  Coubt  : 
Q.  In  speaking  of  being  able  to  walk  on  the  top  of  the  plate- 


A.  The  plate  seemed  to  be  flat,  like  that  [indicating],  and  I  could 
walk  on  it. 
Q.  Was  there  nothing  above  that! 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  deep  was  that  under  water! 

A.  1  judge  between  4  and  5  fathoms — about  5  fathoms,  I  think. 
Q.  Pretty  well  down  toward  the  bottom  f 
A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  would  be  from  frame  36  to  frame  41  f 

A.  I  walked  on  them,  and  then  they  began  to  take  their  proper  shape 
again.     As  you  feel  the  bottom  up,  you  can  feel  the  shape  of  it.    I 
wled  over  in  the  mud,  and  that  is  where  1  found  the  plate  bent  up — 
e  bottom  plate,  the  bottom  of  the  ship,  bent  up.    As  I  walked  in  a 

e  higher  up  1  found  them  bent  oat. 
Q.  But  under  the  bottom,  about  in  the  vicinity  of  the  6-inch  spare 

ine,  they  were  bent  upt 
A.  This  place  must  be  abaft  here  [indicating]. 
Q.  That  is  between  frames  30  and  32  f 
A.  About  here  there  is  a  space  that  is  nothing. 
Q.  What  I  am  trying  to  get  at  is  where  you  found  the  bottom  of  the 
ip bent  in? 

A.  That  is  where  I  found  it,  right  about  here  [indicating]. 
Q.  Between  frames  30  and  32 ! 
A.  Yes,  sir;  right  abaft  where  this  armor  plate  is. 
Q.  How  far  out  from  the  middle  line  of  the  shipf 
A.  I  couldn't  say  exactly  how  far  from  the  middle  line  of  the  ship  on 
ant  of  I  could  not  get  underneath  the  mud  far  enough  to  tell  the 
die  line  on  that  part. 
Q.  Was  it  a  hole  blown  into  the  ship,  apparently? 
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A.  In  most  places  the  plate  is  cracked  off,  spread  in  ragged  edges, 
and  in  three  or  four  places  the  plates  are  bent  in  like  a  curve.  Then 
as  far  as  you  go  up  the  ship's  bottom  from  there  up,  she  is  bent  oat 
Uiat  way  [indicating]. 

Q.  I  will  draw  a  little  sketch  here  to  indicate  what  I  mean.  That  is 
the  ship's  side  [indicating].  Do  you  mean  that  is  bent  in  so  here  and 
out  so  here! 

A.  This  plate  I  am  talking  about  on  the  bottom  is  complete,  like  that 
[indicating].  There  are  no  holes  through  the  bottom  at  all.  It  is  just 
the  edge  woere,  seemingly,  it  has  been  blown  apart,  and  here  the  plates 
are  bent  in,  curved  in  a  little,  and  up  here  they  are  bent  out  on  that 
side  like  that  [indicating].  They  seemed  to  be  about  that  curve.  That 
is  about  the  curve  of  the  bottom  itself,  right  there. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  hole  blown  through  f 

A.  No,  sir:  it  is  no  hole.  It  is  a  ragged  edge  which  is  bent  out. 
From  here  art  the  bottom  is  whole  [indicating]. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  bent  inf  Is  it  simply  a  depression  or  a 
holef 

A.  It  is  no  hole.  It  is  a  curve.  The  plate  is  warped  like,  like  some 
external  force  drove  it  in  like  that  [indicating]. 

Q.  You  did  not  lind  a  holef 

A.  No,  sir;  no  hole,  not  in  that  part.  From  here  aft  the  bottom  is 
complete  as  far  as  you  can  see  for  the  mud.  Where  I  struck  those  lU- 
inch  shells  there  are  plates  bent  in  like  that  right  over  them.  You  go 
down  like  in  a  little  hole  and  find  plates  over  you  like  that  [indicating]. 
You  can  stand  right  underneath  that  plate.  It  is  bent  from  the  out- 
board in,  over  the  starboard,  and  the  shells  are  down  below.  I  tried  to 
dig  down  underneath  the  shells;  but  if  there  was  anything  underneath 
in  the  bottom  I  could  not  find  it.  I  couldn't  get  below  them.  If  you 
go  away  over  to  starboard  like  that  [indicating],  you  strike  mud  again. 
There  is  nothing  there.  Then  you  go  over  where  this  plate  is.  You  can 
climbover  that  until  it  is  bent  over  like  that  [indicating],  and  you  go  down 
into  8ome  6-iuch  shell.  That  is  seemingly  outside  of  this  outboard 
plate,  which  is  bent  over  like  that.  Going  from  that  place  over  there 
[indicating],  there  are  some  pieces  of  wreckage.  Then  there  is  a  lot  of 
wreckage  blown  over  to  starboard.  Then  underneath  of  that  I  put  my 
hands  way  underneath.  I  couldn't  get  my  body  in  there.  I  pulled  out 
two  6pound  cartridges. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  tanks  f 

A.  The  majority  of  the  tanks — I  found  a  few  pieces  blown  up  entirely— 
that  is,  small  pieces  left  of  the  tanks;  but  the  majority  of  the  tanks  I 
seen  down  there  were  split  in  the  center — that  is,  the  seam  of  the  tank 
was  split,  just  melted  away  like. 

Q.  Can  you  imagine  a  lOiuch  charge  bursting  inside  of  a  tank! 
Would  they  look  like  that! 

A.  If  a  lO-inch  charge  burst  inside  of  a  tank,  there  would  be  nothing 
left  of  the  tank.    It  would  be  blown  into  small  pieces. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  up  any  tanks f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  bring  upt 

A.  Six  inch  and  10-inch  tanks. 

Q.  Describe  fully  the  condition  of  those  tanks. 

A.  The  6-inch  tanks  I  brought  up  were  corrugated,  the  outside  of 
the  tanks,  and  the  seam  was  split.  The  tank,  seemingly,  Avas  not 
hurt,  merely  the  seam  being  split,  and  the  whole  tank  was  corrugated. 

Q.  Crushed  in  f 

A.  No;  corrugated,  in  waves  like;  the  whole  tank  itself  on  theoatside. 
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Q.  Was  it  empty! 

A.  It  was  empty;  yes,  sir 

Q.  Were  both  cylinder  heads  out 

A.  No,  sir;  the  top  was  out  of  one  of  them.  In  fact,  I  didn't  fetch 
np  the  whole  tank.  One  of  the  tanks  I  fetched  np  the  ltd  was  on  it 
and  the  bottom  was  oat  of  it.  It  was  oorragated  and  split  np.  Then 
I  fetched  up  a  10-inch  tank  that  was  merely  the  sheeting  of  it.  The 
lid  was  gone  and  the  bottom  was  gone,  and  the  tank  was  all  bent  in  as 
though  it  stmck  some  place  and  was  doubled  out  of  shape.  In  the  fire- 
loom,  or  where  the  fire-room  had  been,  where  I  found  those  grate  bars, 
I  found  a  couple  of  tanks. 

Q.  Were  they  full  or  empty  t 

A.  Empty. 

Q.  .A  pparently  blown  to  pieces  by  a  charge  inside! 

A.  No,  sir;  not  blown  to  pieces.  They  were  ripped,  the  same  as  the 
rest  of  them,  in  the  seam. 

Q«  Tou  have  given  considerable  testimony  according  to  your  best 
knowledge  and  belief,  as  you  have  sworn.  Do  you  think  that  all  you 
have  stated  is  quite  correct,  or  do  you  imagiue  considerable  of  this! 
Ton  know  you  are  not  supi)osed  to  be  as  good  a  judge  uuder  water  as 
jou  are  above  water.  Above  water  I  would  not  question  your  testi- 
mony at  sA\ ;  but  do  you  feel  positive  of  what  you  have  stated  here,  and 
are  you  satisfied  that  it  is  perfectly  correct! 

A.  Tes,  sir.    I  am  perfectly  sure  it  is  all  correct,  the  way  I  found  the 
..  deck. 
I     Q.  Are  you  a  good  diver! 

A.  I  have  had  a  couple  of  years'  experience  of  it,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  comfortable  under  the  water! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  you  are  feeling  when  you  feel  anything! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  your  gloves  on! 

A.  No,  sir;  bare  hands. 

Q.  You  do  not  feel  ill  under  water! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  fully  believe  that  what  you  have  testified  to  is  quite  correct! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  able  to  see  at  all! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  could  see,  and  when  I  was  not  quite  sure  of  what  I  did 
Bee  I  used  to  wait  until  the  mud  cleared  away,  so  1  could  see  perfectly 
dear. 

Q.  Were  you  using  any  electric  lights  in  diving! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  but  the  electric  light  was  not  much  use  to  me.  It 
merely  showed  a  red  glare,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  was 
.better  without  the  light. 

By  the  Cotjbt  : 

Q.  You  could  make  out  forms  better! 
A.  Yes,  sir;  better  without  a  light. 

By  Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwkight  : 

Q.  In  describing  where  you  saw  the  plate  blown  in  from  the  outside, 
▼as  there  any  part  of  the  outside  of  the  ship  above  that  plate!  You 
toy  it  did  not  make  a  hole.  I  want  to  know  whether  that  was  the  upper 
plate,  or  whether  there  were  other  plates  above  it! 

A.  On  the  outside  of  this  armor  plate  were  a  couple  of  frames  of  the 
ship  sticking  up,  bent  inboard  on  the  outside  of  the  plate. 

Q.  The  armor  plate  I  am  speaking  of  now! 
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A.  On  the  outboard  port  side  of  the  armor  plate. 

Q.  What  I  particularly  wanted  to  know  was  this.  Captain  Ghadwick 
asked  you  whether  it  was  a  hole  or  whether  it  was  bent  in,  and  you  said 
it  was  no  hole. 

A.  No  hole. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  above  it;  was  it  a  plate  bent  in,  or  was  it 
just  an  indentation  in  the  plate! 

A.  It  was  a  plate  bent  in. 

Q.  Were  there  any  plates  above  that! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  could  feel  above  it  something  that  felt  like  a  coal 
bunker,  above  it  and  abaft.  Where  this  place  was  bent  in  1  found  a 
lot  of  cement. 

Q.  We  will  say  this  was  the  plate  bent  in  [indicating]. 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  plate  attached  to  any  other  plate,  or  was  it  the  last 
plate  you  could  get  hold  off 

A.  It  was  "not  attached  to  anything. 

Q.  It  was  bent  in? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  above  it  there  seemed  to  be  some  cement  inside.  I 
could  reach  away  in,  and  then  from  there  up  was  something  like  a  coal 
bunker.    I  couldn't  say  whether  it  was  a  coal  bunker  or  what  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  effort  to  reach  the  region  of  the  6-inch  maga- 
zine forward  f 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  couldn't  get  there  on  account  of  mud.  To  get 
there  I  will  have  to  go  on  the  starboard  side  where  this  6-inch  maga- 
zine was  originally.  Down  among  that  wreckage  is  w)iere  I  want  to 
go  down.  Abaft  that  wreckage,  sticking  up  out  of  the  water,  there  is 
nothing  but  mud  right  beneath  that 

Q.  You  find  wreckage  above  where  you  think  the  6-inch  magazine 
wasf 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  must  be  right  where  that  big  pile  of  wreckage  is, 
over  there. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

Q.  Speaking  of  this  plate  that  is  doubled  back  over  the  10-inch  maga- 
zine, is  that,  do  you  think,  a  bulkhead,  or  is  it  the  outside  of  the  shipf 

A.  Over  the  10-inch  magazine! 

Q.  Yes,  or  the  6-inch.    Which  was  it  you  referred  tot 

A.  The  10-inch  shell  room.  If  it  had  been  outside  of  the  ship,  I 
should  have  judged  there  must  be  green  paint  on  it,  but  I  couldn't  find 
any  green  paint  on  that  part  of  the  plate.  It  seems  to  be  a  plate  in- 
side of  the  double  bottom. 

Q.  It  might  be  a  vertical  bulkhead,  might  it  notf 

A.  It  might  have  been  a  bulkhead  or  an  inside  part  of  a  double 
bottom.    It  turned  inward  over  to  starboard. 

Q.  To  have  a  clear  understanding  of  where  that  plate  was  bent  in. 
was  it  separated  from  any  plate  above,  or  was  the  ship's  side  continuous  f 

A.  Where  this  plate  in  the  lOinch  shell  room  was  bent  inf 

Q.  This  plate  you  speak  of.  You  walked  forward  on  what  had  been 
the  ship's  side,  bent  outward  t  Then  you  came  to  a  place  where  the 
ship's  side  was  bent  in  f 

A.  That  is  on  the  bottom.  To  get  into  where  these  10-inch  shellfi 
are,  I  get  clear  of  that  entirely.  That  is  above  me,  and  I  get  into  those 
10-inch  shells,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  plate.  Outside  of  this  plate  is 
mud,  nothing  but  the  bottom,  and  right  over  here  is  this  plate  bent  in^ 
like  that.    By  that  I  mean  that  the  ship  seems  to  be  broken  off  for- 
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rdy  and  a  little  way  firom  the  midship  line  the  plating  is  bent  in. 
^her  up,  in  the  same  section,  it  is  bent  out — that  i8,  on  the  cros.s- 
tion  of  the  ship.  The  last  plate  I  refer  to  is  the  one  that  is  thrown 
T  to  starboard,  over  the  shell,  but  not  the  bottom  plate. 
),  That  is,  it  is  bent  in  parallel  to  the  keel  of  the  shipf 
L  It  is  bent  in.  not  exactly  parallel  with  the  ship.  It  is  more  on  an 
^le  over  to  Btart)oard.  Take  this  as  the  line  of  the  ship,  it  is  thrown 
f  like  that — thrown  over  to  starboard. 

}.  Here'  is  the  keel  of  the  ship  Tillnstrating  with  a  piece  of  pai)er]; 
e  is  the  magazine.  Is  that  beni  in  over  it  like  thatf  [Placing  the 
ce  of  paper  parallel  to  the  keel  of  the  ship  on  the  magazine  plan.] 
L  No,  sir;  there  is  a  piece  sticking  down  at  the  bottom  and  bent  in, 
1  it  comes  np  to  a  point  like  that  [indicating].  That  is  the  way  it  is 
it  in.  There  was  a  vertical  fore  and  aft  plate,  the  lower  part  stuck 
»he  mad,  and  the  top  part  bent  over  to  starboard  on  top  of  the  shell 
the  lO-inch  shell  room. 

1,  You  say  outside  of  that  is  nothing  but  the  mud  bottom  f 

L  Nothing  but  mud;  and  between  this  plate  here  and  this  part  that 
)lown  away,  where  the  bottom  stops,  there  is  no  more  bottom  there, 
ere  is  a  plate.  It  seems  to  lay  over  a  part  of  the  plate.  It  lays  over 
ere  this  plate  is  bent  in,  and  it  is  rolled  up  from  port  to  starboard. 

2.  Is  that  a  part  of  the  ship's  skint 

L  I  can't  tell  what  part  of  the  ship  that  is,  sir;  it  is  very  thin  plate, 

atever  it  is. 

2.  I>o  you  think  the  ship  is  cut  right  in  two  there! 

A.  It  is  cut  in  two  from  out  here  to  pretty  near  the  midship  line,  but 

sooldn't  get  underneath  it.    I  found  that  part  is  down  in  the  mud, 

t  from  here  in  here  it  is  blown  right  in  two.    That  is  about  the  bend 

it,  like  that,  and  here  it  is  blown  out,  like  that,  and  here  it  is 

Dtin. 

'Witness  points  to  the  region  of  the  afterpart  of  the  6-iuch  reserve 

kgazine.) 

By  the  Couet  : 

j.  Do  you  know  how  many  salient  angles  there  are  in  a  6  and  a  10 
th  charge  as  made  apt  Yon  know,  when  you  build  up  a  lOinch 
irge,  it  is  made  of  a  number  of  grains.  How  many  salient  angles 
( there;  bow  many  edges  when  it  is  piled  up  there  f 
V.  I  don't  know  how  many  in  a  10-inch  charge.  Every  part  of  the 
rder  comes  out  and  forms  an  angle  in  itself.  1  don't  know  just  how 
ny  grains  of  powder  there  are  on  the  outside  of  it.  I  don't  know 
ictly  the  amount. 

i*he  Pbesibent.  The  question  that  occurred  to  me  was  whether  these 
mgations  on  the  oatside  of  the  powder  tank  are  produced  by  a 
ssure  on  the  outside,  which  makes  the  circular  section  of  the  tank 
u  in  to  take  the  hexagonal  form  of  the  powder  charge  itself,  or 
ether  it  is  due,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  first  ignition  of  the  powder, 
log  outward  and  making  the  tank  take  the  hexagonal  form  of  the 
rder  charge.  It  does  not  look  very  probable  that  it  is  due  to  a  pros- 
efrom  the  inside,  but  that  it  is  due  to  a  pressure  from  the  outside,  in 
ch  the  hexagonal  pile  of  powder  forms  the  base  on  which  the  pres- 
e  forces  the  taniis  to  take  the  same  shape. 

he  judge  advocate^  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
s  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
eport  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished 
1  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  with* 
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draw  for  the  consideratiou  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which 
he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court,  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
amend  his  tostimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct. 

The  request  was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accord- 
ingly; whereupon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

The  court  then  (at  4.15  o'clock  p.  m.)  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  the 
25th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


PIPTH  DAT. 


U.  S.  L.  H.  Tender  MANaBOVE, 
Harbor  of  Havarutj  Cuba — 10  a.  tn.,  Friday^  February  25^  1898. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  yesterday,  the  fourth  day 
of  the  inquiry. 

Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  the  stenog- 
rapher, and  Captain  Sigsbee. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Gunner's  Mate  Thomas  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness 
before  the  court,  and  was  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  State  your  full  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 

A.  My  name  is  Thomas  Smith;  gunner's  mate,  second  class,  serving 
on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  lowoy  lying  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

Q.  You  have  been  engaged  in  diving  here  recently! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times  have  you  been  downt 

A.  I  have  been  down  altogether  four  times. 

Q.  In  the  wreck  of  the  Maine? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  long  a  time  in  all! 

A.  Eight  hours. 

Q.  Are  you  a  good  divert 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  a  fair  one.    I  have  been  down  lots  of  times. 

Q.  Do  you  get  sick  under  water  f 

A.  Ko,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  perfectly  well! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Strong! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  see  well! 

A.  I  can  see  well,  when  the  water  is  anyway  clear,  but  this  water  is  not 
clear.  We  can't  see  any  more  than  about  a  foot  or  eighteen  inches  oat 
from  you. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  give  certain  testimony,  and  in  giving  it  I  want  yoa 
to  be  sure  that  what  you  testify  to  is  perfectly  correct,  and  not  make 
any  guess.  You  will  please  state  to  the  court  exactly  what  yon  found 
under  water  as  far  as  the  construction  of  the  Maine  is  concerned,  and 
any  other  important  discoveries,  or  any  discoveries  that  yon  may  have 
made. 

A.  First,  when  I  was  lowered  over  the  side  I  landed  into  a  10-indi 
shell  room — ^the  flooring  of  it.    I  knew  it  was  the  10-inoh  shell  room,  «l 
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te  10>inch  shells  were  lying  there  in  good  order.  Some  of  them  were 
ing  with  their  noses  up,  others  down.  There  was  also  pieces  of  the 
ood  used  as  linings  in  the  magazines  lying  around  them.  In  this 
i-iiich  shell  room  the  fore-and-aft  bulkhead  is  blown  from  port  to  star- 
)ar(l,  over  toward  the  10  inch  magazine.  I  crawled  np  and  over  this 
id  down  behind  it.  I  found  a  10  inch  powder  tank.  It  was  sort  of 
mt,  but  it  was  not  burst.  I  didn't  see  it  after  it  came  up.  It  was 
11  of  iiowder,  and  the  bag  and  everything  was  in  it,  1  guess.  That 
as  lying  in  the  mnd,  well  underneath  this  sheet  of  a  bulkhead  that 
as  thrown  over.  Then  I  came  up  out  of  the  water  and  I  went  down 
^in  in  the  afternoon.  I  came  down  from  the  port  crane.  I  followed 
le  ship  right  down  until  I  struck  plates  that  were  blown  from  port  to 
arboard,  inboard.  I  followed  that  right  down  until  1  struck  the 
inch  shells.  The  shells  there  had  their  slings  on  them — what  is  used 
r  sending  them  up  out  of  the  shell  room.  They  were  lying  with  the 
>8es  of  tliem  pointing  up  and  to  starboard.  The  forward  part  of  the 
inch  reserve  magazine,  it  seem.s  to  me,  was  gone  altogether — com- 
etely  blown  away.  The  ragged  edges  of  the  shell-room  steel  are 
rnedup. 

By  the  Coukt  : 

Q.  The  ragged  edges  whereabouts  in  the  shell  roomf    Do  you  mean 

the  bottom  of  the  shell  room  f 

A.  Bight  at  the  bottom  of  it;  yes,  sir.    As  you  leave  that  you  walk 

l^t  over  into  the  mud.    There  is  nothing  left  there  at  all. 

9.  Going  still  forward! 

Still  farther  forward.    I  came  back  on  the  wreckage,  and  walked 

to  my  right,  and  I  came  across  a  lot  of  6  pounder  shells,  and  also 

|6-ponnder  cases.    Some  of  the  cases  were  not  broken  away  from 

I  shells.    They  were  sent  up  on  the  deck  of  the  lighter  that  we  were 

In  your  description,  include  the  number  of  these  things. 

I  sent  up  two  shells  and  one  cartridge  case.  I  also  found  lying 
ind  there  lots  of  accumulators,  used  tor  accumulating  the  air  for 
[torpedoes. 

You  can  read  these  plans,  can  you  not! 

Yes,  sir. 

There  is  the  10-inch  magazine  [indicating  on  planjt 

I  have  something  else  I  want  to  say  before  that.  Lying  right 
this  10-inch  shell  room  there  is  an  armor  plate.  The  end  of  it 
is  sticking  up  is  thinner  than  the  part  that  is  down  in  the  mud. 
reason  I  take  this  for  an  armor  plate  is  that  the  plate  has  been 
right  from  the  ship's  side  and  turned  completely  over,  so  that  the 
sheet  of  steel  where  the  bolts  pass  through  to  bolt  the  oak  back- 
ed the  armor  plate  of  the  ship's  side  is  right  over,  pointing  to 
,  The  thick  part  of  this  plate  is  down  in  the  mud,  and  the  thin 
of  it  is  sticking  up. 

Just  where  is  that  plate? 

Bight  across  this  part  of  the  10-inch  shell  room  [pointing  to  the 
le  of  the  10-inch  shell  room],  x>ointing  from  x)ort  to  starboard. 
It  runs  from  aft  forward? 

Just  in  that  angle,  like  that,  across  it  [indicating].    I  felt  the 

that  go  through  this  oak  backing  and  the  thin  sheet  that  screws 
the  armor  plate.    I  felt  those.    Then  around  here  [indicating] 

were  lots  of  those  6-inch  powder  tanks.    In  most  of  them  the 
K  are  split.    They  are  lying  all  over  in  the  10-inch  shell  room  and 

around  it. 
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Q.  Have  they  all  been  sent  apt 

A.  No,  sir;  they  have  not.  There  was  a  nnmber  of  them  sent  np, 
thongh,  and  the  excelsior — long  strips  of  stuff,  which  was  pnt  in  the  bot- 
tom to  help  fill  the  tanks,  is  in  them  yet.  There  is  a  namber  of  these 
tanks  down  there,  that  are  in  pieces  as  big  as  your  hand,  all  torn  to 
pieces.  This  6-inch  forward  magazine,  I  don't  think  we  have  been  in  it. 
It  is  away  forward.  This  one  here  we  have  been  all  throagh  and  all 
around,  and  that  one  [indicating]. 

By  the  Judge- Advoate: 

Q.  Describe  what  you  found  the  other  times  yon  went  downt 

A.  The  third  time  I  was  lowered  down  I  was  landed  right  aboat  in 
the  same  place  as  the  first,  and  I  took  the  same  direction  toward  the 
10-inch  magazine,  to  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship.  I  can  not  make 
much  headway  there  because  the  plates  and  everything  seemed  to  be 
blown  right  down  that  way.  I  had  to  climb  up  and  get  in  under  them 
That  is  where  the  10-inch  powder  tank  came  out  of.  I  traveled  well 
forward  there  as  far  af^  I  could  where  this  fixed  ammunition  was,  and 
I  found  any  number  of  them  still  there.  There  are 6pounder  shelllB 
and  cartridge  cases.  Yesterday  when  I  went  down — this  was  the 
fourth  time — I  went  down  where  this  crane  was.  I  followed  the  skin 
of  the  ship  right  under.  The  skin  of  the  ship  looks  in  good  condition 
right  there  until  yon  walk  out  to  where  this  6-iuch  shell  room  starts. 
The  plates  are  bent  that  way,  from  out  inboard.  They  are  all  ragged 
edges.  You  can  get  in  there.  You  can  crawl  up  and  go  into  a  place 
and  find  the  double  bottom.  I  can  feel  the  pieces  of  cement  and  things 
where  you  crawl  over  these  ragged  plates.  That  is  about  all  I  can 
explain  now,  I  think. 

Q.  The  first  time  you  went  down  you  struck  a  10-inch  tank,  and  yoa 
described  it.    Did  you  find  any  more  10-inch  tanks  at  that  timet 

A.  I  found  lots  of  10-inch  tanks;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  None  of  them  had  been  blown  open  by  a  charge  exploded  inside 
of  them,  according  to  your  opinion! 

A.  The  seams  in  the  majority  of  them  are  just  split  fore  and  aft.  It 
seems  as  if  the  solder  had  been  melted  away  from  it,  and  it  burst  right 
in  and  flatted  out.  In  that  one  part  I  was  in  you  would  find  the  lids 
of  them. 

Q.  You  say  you  never  reached,  according  to  your  opinion,  the  forward 
6-inch  magazine  and  shell  roomf 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Suppose  I  were  to  tell  you  there  are  no  6-inch  shell  in  that 
reserve  magazine.  How  would  you  account  for  the  6-inch  shell  yon 
found  there! 

A.  They  had  been  blown  there  from  the  forward  one. 

Q.  Blown  aft! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  also  said  there  were  certain  plates  blown  inboard.  Show  on 
the  plan  and  describe  fully  where  those  plates  are  that  you  say  were 
blown  inboard. 

A.  Do  you  want  me  to  take  the  bottom  ones! 

Q.  Yes;  the  ones  you  said  were  blown  inboard.  I  do  not  mean  the 
bulkhead  that  was  blown  across  the  10-inch  shell  room  that  yoa  crawled 
over  to  get  at  the  magazine.  I  mean  the  plates  that  yoa  said  wen 
blown  inboard.    Describe  exactly  where  they  were. 

A.  They  are  about  in  the  middle  of  the  6inch  reserve  magazine  and 
the  lOinch  shell  room,  from  about  fiiiino  2G  forward.  This  plate  rnnt 
right  across.    Those  other  plates  are  blown  up.    They  are  ooiled  ri^ 
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D  that  shape  [indicating],  from  oat  inward*  One  of  them  particn- 
T  that  I  noticed  is  coiled  rigbt  over,  just  the  same  as  if  yon  took  a 
e  of  paper  like  that  [indicating]. 

.  Do  you  think  that  was  the  bulkhead  or  the  inboard  lining  of  the 
>le  bottom  f 
.  ISo^  sir;  I  do  not. 
.  What  do  you  think  it  isf 
.  It  is  the  ship's  bottom. 
.  The  ontside  skin  of  the  shipf 
.  Yes,  sir. 

.  Ton  place  that  about  the  middle  of  the  6-inch  shell  roomt 
.   The  middle  of  the  6-inch  shell  room. 
.  The  reserve  shell  room  f 

.  Yes,  sir ;  and  from  tbere  it  comes  in  a  circle,  like  that  [indicating], 
there  is  nothing  of  the  outside  of  the  ship  there  at  all.  1  do  not 
w  what  is  forward  here,  because  I  have  not  been  there.  There  is 
ling  of  the  ship's  skin  there  at  all  [indtcatingl. 
.  Nothing  forward  of  tbe  reserve  shell  room  f 
.  No,  sir  ;  as  far  as  I  went.  About  half  of  that  reserve  magazine 
lere,  bat  it  is  blown  that  way  jindioating  to  starboard].  There  is 
the  position  the  shells  are  sticking  [indicating].  Tbey  are  stand- 
right  on  tbeir  bases,  the  points  sticking  ap  and  pointing  toward 
board.  I  counted  six  of  them  standing  rigbt  close  together, 
mtthreeoat  of  that  six  had  the  shngs  on  them,  the  hemp  slings 
i  for  sending  them  out  of  the  magazine.  In  that  part  of  it,  there  is 
ling  of  tbe  ship's  bottom  at  all  [pointing  to  the  forward  part  of  the 
ch  reserve  magazine  and  the  10-inch  shell  room  on  the  plan]. 
!.  Give  a  little  more  full  description  of  the  side  and  skin  of  the  ship 
ft  that  reserve  magazine. 

he  CouBT.  May  I  suggest  one  thingt  He  mentioned  that  [indicat- 
]  as  the  crane.  The  crane  stands  about  there  [pointing  to  tbe  middle 
the  side]. 

L.  I  Started  down  from  the  crane. 

\.  When  yon  walked  forward  to  the  magazine,  the  skin  of  tbe  ship 
}  in  good  condition,  you  say  t 

^.  In  good  condition  as  you  go  down,  in  that  shape  [indicating]. 
i.  And  the  first  sudden  break  is  abreast  of  the  reserve  magazine  t 
i.  Yes,  sir. 

).  You  think  abaft  that,  as  far  as  the  crane  where  you  started  year 
rk,  it  is  complete  np  to  the  waterways  t 
i.  I  think  it  is  all  right  from  there  aft,  sir. 
i.  From  where  aftt 

S^  From  the  break  in  the  6-inch  shell  room  to  the  crane, 
i.  Here  is  the  crane  right  here  [indicating].    You  went  down  at  the 
AC,  did  yoa  uott 
L  Yes. 

By  the  COUET : 

\,  What  do  you  mean.  Smith,  when  yon  say  you  walked  downt  It 
lid  seem  as  though  there  was  an  incUned  plane  there! 
L  There  is  an  incline  from  there  down;  yes,  sir.  It  is  all  old 
ickage.  There  is  so  mnch  of  it  right  in  there  that  I  couldn't  tell 
Uy  what  it  was.  We  will  come  across  a  ventilator  or  a  piece  of  air 
ipressor  or  something  else  right  aft  there,  where  the  boiler  origi- 
ly  was.  Yoa  can't  make  any  head  or  tail  of  anything  until  yoa 
16  to  this  place  here  [indicating].  My  work  is  confined  right 
ind  these  magazines  all  the  time. 
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By  the  Judge  Advocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  been  down  on  the  starboard  sidet 

A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Anywhere  on  the  starboard  sidef 

A.  No,  sir;  I  have  been  a  little  over  the  center  line  of  the  ship. 

Q.  Coming  from  port! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  have  not  gone  down  od  the  starboard  sidef 

A.  No,  sir . 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  bulkhead  outboard  of  the  10-inch  maga- 
zine is  still  standing? 

A.  I  can't  tell,  because  I  haven't  been  over  there. 

Q.  You  did  not  reach  that  tarf 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  describe  fully  the  different  articles  you  brought  npt 

A.  The  first  thing  I  brought  up  was  a  10-inch  powder  tank,  full. 
The  next  thing  I  sent  up  was  a  6-pounder  shell  that  had  been 
broken  away  from  its  case.  1  sent  up  a  6-pounder  charge  complete.  I 
sent  up  one  case  that  was  broken  away  and  one  G-inch  powder  tank  that 
had  been  split  open.    That  is  all  I  sent  up. 

Q.  What  was  inside  that  last  6-inch  powder  tankt 

A.  Excelsior  packing. 

Q.  Was  it  full  or  was  it  empty! 

A.  Empty. 

Q.  Were  both  cylinder  heads  on  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  just  the  seam  was  split.    That  is  all. 

Q.  Was  the  bag  inside  that  had  contained  the  powderf 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  it  might  have  been  an  empty  tank  stowed  down  there? 

A.  It  might  have  been  an  empty  tank. 

Q.  You  can  not  account  for  the  powder  getting  out  and  the  bag  get- 
ting out  with  both  cylinder  heads  on,  can  youf 

A.  If  they  had  been  burst  open,  the  powder  would  have  melted  as 
soon  as  it  got  wet  and  probably  have  floated  out  of  it. 

Q.  Was  the  split  in  the  side  big  enough  to  let  the  bag  come  outf 

A.  The  whole  length  of  the  case;  yes,  sir. 

By  Captain  Sigsbee  : 

Q.  Is  there  any  great  difficulty  in  getting  over  to  the  starboard  side 
below  in  the  magazine! 

A.  There  is;  yes,  sir;  because  everything  is  blown  from  port  to  star- 
board. 

Q.  You  think,  then,  it  is  not  possible  to  get  into  the  lO-inch  maga- 
zine t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  can  get  in  there*  Any  one  of  us  can  get  in  there;  by 
very  hard  work,  though. 

Q.  Nobody  has  been  in  there  yetf 

A.  No,  sir;  not  right  into  it.  They  have  been  on  the  edge  of  it,  bat 
they  have  not  been  properly  into  it. 

Q.  Would  it  be  very  dangerous  to  go  in  there t 

A.  It  is  a  pretty  dangerous  place;  yes,  sir,  on  account  of  you  have  to 
go  up  some  frames  and  crawl  down,  and  you  are  right  underneath  them. 

Q.  Gould  you  tell  anything  about  the  location  of  the  barbette,  or  tar- 
ret,  while  you  were  down  t 

A.  I  didn't  run  across  it  at  all,  sir.    I  seen  no  part  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  missing  from  ita  regu- 
lar place  on  the  forward  side  starboard,  abreast  of  where  you  weret 
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A.  Yes;  it  was  missing  from  its  proi)er  place. 

Q.  Was  it  on  the  port  sidet 

A.  It  was  on  the  starboard  side,  forward.  It  was  right  plamb  over 
the  magazine.  I  didn't  come  across  anything  that  would  lead  me  to 
believe  that  I  was  around  the  turret  at  all. 

By  the  CouBT : 

Q.  Smith,  you  described  that  forward  portion  of  the  6-inch  reaenre 
liagazine  as  being  entirely  gone.    The  outside  of  the  ship  has  entirely 
lUsappeaj^t 
r  A.  Yes,  sir. 

;  Q.  There  is  a  hole  through  the  bottom  of  the  ship  at  that  point  f 
A.  l%e  side  and  everything  is  gone  right  away  from  it 
Q.  Then,  there  must  be  a  hole  through  the  shipt 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  high  up  does  that  extend — ^that  hole  t    Here  is  the  side  of  the 
p,  you  know,  and  you  go  down  underneath.    This  is  entirely  gone, 
certain  portion  of  it  [indicating]? 
A.  Entirely  gone ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  high  up  on  the  side  does  it  extend,  or  is  that  all  gone,  clear 
the  water  f 
A.  Yes,  sir;  you  can  take  me  and  lower  me  right  from  the  diving 

ch  down  into  the  mud,  and  I  can  walk. 
Q.  That  might  be,  too,  and  if  you  were  inside  of  the  ship,  there  might 
continuous  metal  outside  of  you  f 
^.  No,  sir. 

IQ.  Suppose  this  were  the  magazine  [indicating]. 
A.  Ye«,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  portion  is  all  gonet 
A.  That  portion  is  all  gone;  yes,  sir. 

Why  do  you  say  this  portion  is  b31  gone  [indicating]? 
.  That  is  the  upper  part. 

.  That  is  the  upper  part,  I  know,  but  when  you  are  lowered  down, 
go  right  down  into  the  mudt 

..  I  can  walk  off  in  this  direction  [indicating  to  port]  and  I  come 
nothing.    I  walk  in  here  [indicating  to  starboard]  and  I  come 
the  wreckage. 
That  la,  you  say  you  can  go  right  out  there  into  the  mud  [indica- 

Yes,  sir;  and  there  is  nothing  there  at  all  until  you  walk  aft. 
That  is,  the  whole  side  has  disappeared  there  t 
..  The  whole  side  has  disappeared.    It  is  completely  gone  right  up 

lere  [indicating  frame  26].    Then  you  can  walk  over.    I  don't  know 

it  this  side  [indicating]. 

\.  Do  you  mean  all  that  x>art  of  the  ship  is  gone  [indicating  every- 
\g  over  the  6-inch  reserve  magazine  and  10-inch  shell  room]T 
\.  That  i>art  of  the  ship  is  gone,  and  everything  up  here  is  gone, 
ing  this  for  the  port  side  of  the  ship,  it  seems  that  the  midship  bulk- 

"  and  everything  on  here  is  off  in  that  direction  [pointing  to  star- 


\ 


ou  have  not  been  far  enough  to  see  what  there  is  beyond  t    You 
ot  know  whether  this  hole  extends  clear  forward  or  not? 

No,  sir;  I  dont  know  where  that  part  goes.  As  far  as  I  can  give 
good  explanation,  this  was  up  to  the  fixed  ammuuition  magazine 
eating].    Around  in  this  part  here  [pointing  to  the  10-inch  maga- 
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zine]  we  have  not  been  much.  Here  is  that  armor  plate  [indicating  on 
plan].  If  you  wish  me  to  give  a  better  explanation  than  I  did  before, 
probably  I  can  do  it  now.  This  is  the  part  [indicating  the  midship  sec- 
tion] that  is  sticking  up  out  of  the  mud  [pointing  to  the  lower  partL 
That  has  been  torn  off  the  ship  altogether,  and  turned  right  over,  and 
it  is  at  that  angle  across  the  10- inch  room  [showing  an  angle  of  45 
degrees  to  the  keel]. 

Q,  The  greatest  force  of  the  explosion  seems  to  have  been  forward 
here  [indicating]  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  In  the  forward  part  of  the  10-inch  shell  room,  and  the 
6'inch  spare  magazine. 

Q.  Is  forward  of  that  f 

A.  It  takes  in  part  of  the  6-inch  shell  room  and  part  of  the  10-inch 
shell  room,  too.  Where  these  plates  are  ripped  up,  and  all  forward  of 
that,  is  completely  blown  out. 

By  the  Judge- Ad vocate  : 

Q.  Suppose  the  part  that  you  say  is  blown  away  is  a  hole  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  ship's  side  still  over  it.  Could  you  walk  athwartships  out 
of  the  ship  or  into  the  ship  without  catching  your  tubes  and  life  linest 

A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not. 

Q.  Then  if  there  were  a  part  of  the  ship  still  standing  above  that 
hole 

A.  I  could  feel  my  life  lines  hauling  over  it.  Besides,  I  have  a  guide 
line  right  from  the  diving  lines  down,  and  made  fast  into  the  shell 
room — into  the  after  part  of  it. 

Q.  Beferring  to  that  armor  plate,  you  say  it  is  thin  edge  upf 

A.  Thin  edge  up;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees  across  the  keelf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  face  which  used  to  be  outboard.  Is  that  toward  the  star- 
board quarter  of  the  ship  or  the  port  bowt 

A.  You  take  that  [indicating]  for  an  angle  of  45<^.  It  is  pointing  to 
the  starboard  quarter  of  the  ship. 

Q.  And  the  place  that  has  the  nuts  and  bolts  on  it  is  facing  which 
wayf 

A.  To  the  port  bow. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  one  more  question  in  regard  to  the  port  side  of 
the  ship,  from  the  derrick  forward  to  the  part  which  was  exploded  most 
severely.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  ship's  side  from  the  derrick 
forward  to  the  reserve  magazine  f 

A.  The  condition  of  the  side  seems  to  be  pretty  good. 

Q.  Give  it  a  little  more  plainly  than  that.  Is  it  complete  up  to  the 
waterways,  or  is  it  gradually  torn  away  down  to  this  holef 

A.  It  is  gradually  torn  away  down  to  that;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Commencing  abreast  of  the  derrick,  it  is  gradually  torn  down 
until  it  reaches  this  hole  of  the  large  explosion  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  it? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Captain  Sigsbee  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  indications  in  the  direction  of  the  metal  below 
or  otherwise  to  indicate  that  the  lOiuch  magazine  had  exploded  t 

A.  No,  sir;  I  can't  see  anything  that  indicates  that  the  10-inch 
magazine  has  exploded  so  far,  be(;ause  the  plates  all  point  to  starboard. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  tendency  of  plates  away  from  this  10-inoh 
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magazine  over  toward  the  port  ad^^-ot  the  plates  bent  from  the 
magazine  to  port  t 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  all  in  the  other  direction  t 

A.  They  were  all  in  the  other  direction — to  starboard. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him  by  the  sten 
ographer,  and  by  him  pronoanced  correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  conTerse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Seaman  Mabtin  Bedbn,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  before 
the  court,  and  was  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Adyggate  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  yon  are 
attached. 
A.  Martin  Reden;  seaman;  attached  to  the  Maine, 
Q.  Have  you  been  diving  into  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  since  ter 
IKplosiou  f 
r  A.  Yes,  sir. 

!  Q.  How  many  times  have  you  been  down  forward  t 
A.  Twice. 
Q.  Twice  forward? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  your  profession  before  you  entered  the  Navy  t 
I  A.  Diving,  sir. 
Q.  You  are  a  professional  diver  f 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

jQ.  For  how  many  years  t 

A.  Seven  or  eight  years;  eight  years,  I  think,  sir. 
Q.  Have  you  done  much  wrecking  diving  t 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
ft.  Whw^f 

A-  Key  West)  Oldtown,  Mexico,  Colon,  and  on  the  Mosquito  Goast 
Were  you  in  good  health  when  you  went  down  to  the  wreck  of 
Maine? 

Yes,  sir. 
|.  Do  you  think  you  can  give  testimony  correctly  as  to  what  you 
and  felt  down  there  f 
Yes,  sir. 
|.  How  long  were  you  down  each  time  forward  t 
The  first  time,  I  think,  I  was  down  about  three  hours,  sir. 
Tell  the  court  all  you  saw  down  there  during  that  time  which 
give  them  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Mainej  and  any 
^veries  you  made,  and  describe  anything  you  may  have  brought  up 
igthat  dive. 

The  first  time  I  went  down,  I  went  down  about  where  the  dynamo 

is.    There  is  nothing  left  whatever,  only  some  plates  and  beams. 

m  not  tell  if  there  has  been  a  dynamo  there,  or  anything  else. 

dng  is  gone  entirely.    I  felt  away  down  in  the  mud  as  far  as  I 

Id  go  from  outside.    I  walked  from  outside  the  ship  into  the  ship, 

I  could  feel  nothing  else  there.    I  only  came  across  a  plate  or  a 

or  a  sheU.    That  is  all,  sir.    I  went  from  aft  the  superstructure, 

went  right  down,  and  the  mud  goes  aft  I  couldn't  say  how  far.    It 

^ry  dark  there.    I  struck  one  bottom  plate  away  down  in  the  mud, 

the  plate  is  bent  in  this  way,  and  up  that  way  [indicating]. 

It  is  heat  in  and  upt 
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A.  It  is  bent  in  this  way,  right  underneath  the  bulge  of  the  plates 
I  went  into  the  mud  down  to  the  plate,  and  the  rivet  is  bait  out.  The 
plate  is  bent  in  this  way. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  You  say  it  is  bent  "in  this  way."  Which  way  do  you  mean; 
bent  to  starboard,  or  to  port  t 

A.  Bent  right  out.  That  is  the  ship's  side  [indicating].  The  plate  is 
bent  this  way,  and  the  rivet  comes  out  that  way,  and  so  the  plate  lies. 

Q.  Inboard  or  outboard  t 

A.  That  is  outboard,  sir.  The  plate  goes  this  way  [indicating].  The 
lower  part  of  tbe  plate  is  bent  in,  and  the  upper  part  is  thrown  out. 

By  the  Judoe- Advocate  : 

Q.  The  middle  of  the  plate  is  bent  in,  and  the  upper  part,  where  it  is 
fastened  to  another  plate,  is  thrown  outboard  f 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Let  him  tell  where  that  is.    Is  that  near  the  keelt 

A.  I  can't  tell  how  far  it  is  from  the  keel,  sir,  because  I  can't  see 
nothing.  I  can  only  feel,  and  put  my  face  dose  up  and  see  these  plates. 
I  don't  know  what  part  of  the  ship  it  id.  I  can't  even  see  the  paint,  if 
it  is  green  paint,  or  red  paint,  or  white  paint.  As  I  walk  along  for- 
ward from  afb  on  the  port  side,  there  is  nothing  left  When  I  get 
about  20  feet  from  that  break,  there  is  nothing  left  of  the  ship  what- 
ever, out  for  30  feet  I  should  think.  Everything  is  gone  nndemesUih 
there.  You  can  walk  from  the  bottom  right  into  the  ship,  only  you 
go  down  in  mud  about  2  feet.  There  are  lots  of  shells.  Then  when  I 
get  past  them  shells,  I  come  to  the  armor  plate.  It  is  thrown  into  the 
ship.    The  armor  lies  about  like  that  [indicating]. 

Q.  Describe  it.    When  you  say  <'  like  that"  we  can  not  put  it  on  pai>er. 

A.  It  lies  at  an  angle. 

Q.  At  an  angle  with  the  keelt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  Ishouldthinkat  that  place  about  midship;  right  insidcL 
you  know,  there  is  nothing  the  matter  with  the  plate  whatever.  I  ooula 
find  only  two  of  them  armor  bolts  or  screws  on  the  plate  below.  That 
is  the  only  bolt  you  can  find.  The  rest  of  them  is  so  far  down  in  the 
mud  you  can't  find  them.  I  should  think  that  plate  is  about  7  or  8 
inches  thick.  I  didnt  measure  them,  sir.  Then  forward  of  that 
plate  I  find  nothing  else  but  iron  ht^aped  up  all  over.  I  can't  make 
nothing  out  of  it,  sir.  They  are  bursted  in  and  bursted  out  in  all  kinds 
of  directions.  There  was  lots  of  rope  here  Tindicating],  and  one  thing 
and  another.  I  believe  that  came  out  of  tae  holds  way  down  below. 
There  is  no  deck  in  there,  and  nothing  whatever,  only  plates  all  torn  up. 

Q.  In  what  part  of  the  ship  should  you  say  that  bent  plate  wast 

A.  I  should  think  that  plate  is  about  10  feet  from  the  break  of  the 
superstructure. 

Q.  Forward  or  aftf 

A.  Forward. 

Q.  Then  it  was  about  abreast  of  the  forward  turret? 

A.  Somewhere  around  the  forward  turret;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Only  on  the  port  sidet 

A.  Only  on  the  port  side;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  armor  plate,  you  say,  was  thrown  in  at  an  angle  to  the  keeL 
Is  the  edge  sticking  upf 

A.  The  edge  is  sticking  up. 

Q.  Is  the  thick  edge  or  the  thin  edge  sticking  upt 
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A.  The  thick  edge. 

Q.  How  do  you  knowt 

A.  If  there  is  a  top  place,  it  mast  be  smaller  on  top  and  thicker 
onderneathf  abont  as  broad  as  that  [indicating].  I  ooold  feel  right 
down. 

Q.  How  many  inches  should  you  say  it  was  on  top — the  top  edgef 

A.  Seven  or  eight. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  thicker  at  the  bottom  part  or  not! 

A.  'Soj  sir. 

Q.  You  only  felt  the  top  partf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  it  was  at  an  angle  to  the  keel,  one  side  must  have  been  fiEMsing 
one  of  the  quarters  of  &e  shipf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  One  was  £Bkcing  forward  and  the  other  was  fiEMsing  aftf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Wbich  was  facing  aft,  the  original  outboard  portion  or  the  origi- 
nal inboard  portion  f 

A.  The  inboard  portion  is  facing  out,  sir. 

Q.  The  inboard  portion  which  has  the  nuts  on  it  is  facing  forward! 

A.  Facing  out  and  forward;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  smooth  side,  which  used  to  be  against  the  water,  is 
iKing  howt 

A.  Inside,  afb  and  starboard. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  anything  up  this  time  when  yon  went  down  diving  t 
i  A.  Only  about  three  tanks  of  powder — ^powder  tanks. 
i  Q.  Describe  what  they  were,  and  what  condition  they  were  in. 
I  A.  They  was  all  torn  np,  mashed  together  in  that  way  [indicating], 
inother  one  was  burst  right  out,  torn  right  in  pieces. 

Q.  Were  they  10  or  6  inch  tanks  f 

A.  Ten-inch. 

Q.  You  used  to  work  at  the  10-inch  guns,  I  believe  T 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  second  descent — describe  that,  where  you  went  down  and 

bat  you  did. 

A.  I  mixed  it  about  all  up,  the  second  descent  and  the  first  one. 

Q.  You  have  described  both  descents,  have  youf 

A.  Yes,  sir;  both  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  approach  the  starboard  side  of  the  shij) — the  forward 
tf 

A.  }9o,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  toward  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship  did  you  go  when 
were  down  f 

A.  I  must  have  been,  I  should  judge,  away  over — ^right  where  the 

rret  ought  to  be. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  there  was  any  ship's  side  left  there  f 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  yon  are  not  certain  you  went  beyond  f 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  anything  of  the  turret  at  all  f 

A.  Nothing  at  all — ^nothing  whatever. 

Q.  Your  explorations  were  more  on  the  port  side  than  on  the  star- 

lard  side,  though  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  what  you  thought  to  be  the  10-inch  magazine  f 

A.  I  felt  holes  there.    I  couldn't  say  whether  it  was  the  magazine 

not. 
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Q.  It  was  fall  of  holes  there  f 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  don't  know  what  it  was.  I  found  a  heap  of  shells  therey 
and  I  foand  them  all  over  there — them  shells. 

Q.  You  found  more  shells  than  powder  f 

A*  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  probably  got  as  far  as  the  10-inch  shell  room,  but  not  to 
starboard  of  it.  The  forward  10-inch  magazine  is  to  starboard  of  the 
shell  room  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  went  in  from  the  port  sidef 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So,  probably,  you  did  not  go  farther  than  the  shell  room.  Do  you 
think  that  is  sof 

A.  No;  I  walked  farther  than  that.    I  passed  them  shell. 

Q.  Did  you  strike  the  tanks  f 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  the  tanks  you  brought  upf 

A.  I  found  them  tanks  not  very  far  fhim  them  10-inch  shells. 

Q.  On  top  of  themf 

A.  No,  sir;  on  one  side. 

Q.  Which  sidel 

A.  On  the  starboard  side  of  them. 

Q.  That  must  have  been  the  magazine  f 

A.  You  can't  tell  nothing.  Everything  is  only  a  piece  of  iron.  There 
is  nothing  left  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  think  there  is  anything  of  the  forward  part  of  the  ship 
left,  forward  of  this  10-iuch  shell  roomf 

A.  There  is  some  plates  left  there,  all  bent  out.  You  cant  make 
out  what  it  is.    I  was  away  up  amongst  those. 

Q.  How  far  forward  do  you  think  you  got  in  you  travelsf 

A.  I  went  as  far  as  I  could.    I  couldn't  say  exactly. 

Q.  Did  you  reach  this  fixed- ammunition  roomf 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  strike  any  6-pounders  or  1-poundersf 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  paymasters'  stores  of  any  kindt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  found  them  all  over  the  ship — canned  stuff. 

Q.  What  condition  were  the  cans  inf 

A.  I  picked  up  a  few  cans  tliat  were  all  right    Some  was  busted. 

Q.  What  was  the  charactei  of  the  break  of  the  vegetable  cansf 

A.  They  were  torn  up.  Some  of  them  was  crushed  together  and 
some  of  them  torn  out — all  kinds  of  shapes. 

Q.  Split  open  along  the  seams  f 

A.  Some  was  split  and  some  was  crushed  together. 

By  Captain  SiasBEE : 

Q.  Was  the  metal  of  the  ship,  in  a  general  way,  bent  from  port  to 
starboard  or  from  starboard  to  port,  below  the  water  f 

A.  The  plates  of  the  ship,  you  meanf 

Q.  Yes. 

A.  The  plates  was  bent  in  from  port  to  starboard. 

Q.  Inboard,  you  mean! 

A.  Inboard ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  port  to  starboard  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  the  condition  of  the  metal  below  to  indi- 
cate that  the  10-inch  magazine  had  exploded! 
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A.  Why,  no, 

Q.  That  is,  did  yoa  see  any  tendency  of  the  metal  from  starboard  to 
port  to  indicate  that  the  10-inch  magazine  had  exploded? 

A.  I  don^t  understand  you. 

Q.  Was  the  bending  of  the  metal  below — the  direction  in  which  the 
metal  was  bent — such  as  to  indicate  that  the  starboard  magazine  had 
exploded!  That  is  to  say,  did  you  see  the  metal  bent  from  starboard 
toportY 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  that  question  over  again.  I  assume  that  if  the  star- 
boud  magazine  had  exploded,  it  would  have  shown  a  certain  amount 
of  the  metal  bent  from  starboard  over  to  port.  Did  you  see  metal  bent 
that  way  in  general — anything  to  indicate  itf 

A.  There  was  metal  all  around  there.    I  couldn't  say,  sir. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

*    Q.  Then  yon  did  not  notice  any  general  tendency  of  the  metal.    For 
[  instance,  we  will  assume  that  it  is  fastened  at  the  bottom  of  the  ship, 

unless  you  go  into  the  space  where  the  bottom  is  entirely  gone;  but 

ontside  of  that,  where  the  ship  is  less  completely  destroyed,  there  must 

be  bulkheads  that  stand  up  around  there f 

I    A.  There  are  some. 
Q.  Suppose  it  is  fore  and  aft.    Is  it  bent  that  way,  or  is  it  bent  that 

way  [indicating]  f 

'   A.  They  are  bent  in  all  directions.    Them  pieces  that  are  left  inside 

bOie  ship  are  bent  in  all  shapes,  sir. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  of  the  Maine? 

A.  In  the  after  turret,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  asleep  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  thing  you  knewf 
i  A.  The  first  thing  I  knew,  I  didn't  see  nothing  else  but  flames,  and 
everything  come  in  the  turret,  and  the  roar  of  the  water. 

Q.  You  got  out! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  got  out. 

Q.  Howl 
.  A.  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  come  through  the  hatch  or  the  venti- 

tor;  I  don't  know. 

By  Captain  Siosbee  : 

Q.  Were  you  well  acquainted  with  the  compartments  of  the  Maine 

rwardl 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Did  you  say  you  are  well  acquainted  with  themf 
A.  Yes ;  I  know  the  compartments. 

Q.  When  you  went  down  did  you  recognize  anything  that  you  can 
escribe  t 

A.  I  couldn't  recognize  nothing,  sir.    I  know  the  compartments  well, 
d  if  I  had  seen  anything  I  could  have  recognized  them;  but  there 
as  nothing  left  to  recognize,  sir. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him  by  the 
Dogi  apher  and  by  him  pronounced  correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
t  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 
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Oanner's  Mate  W.  H.  F.  Sohluteb,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a 
witness  before  the  coart  and  was  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Jubge- Advocate  : 

Q.  State  yoar  fall  name,  rate,  and  the  ship  to  which  you  are 
attached. 

A.  W.  H.  F.  Schlnter,  gunner's  mate,  second  class,  serving  aboard 
the  U.  S.  3.  yew  York,  lying  oflf  Key  West,  Fla. 

Q.  Have  you  been  engag^  in  diving  in  Havana  Harbor  since  the 
explosion  of  the  Maine  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  down  once  for  one  hour. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  ship  did  you  go  down  inf 

A.  I  was  lowered  down  from  the  side  a  little  forward  of  the  turret, 
which  was  broke  off.  I  was  let  down  about  6  feet  or  8  feet,  I  can't 
exactly  say  which.  I  landed  on  some  ragged  edges,  bent  inboard  from 
the  port  side  over  to  the  starboard  side.  I  crawled  then  a  little  ways, 
and  I  dropped  down  about  3  or  4  feet  farther,  and  I  landed  on  some- 
thing solid.  It  was  something  like  little  lumps  laying  along.  Then  I 
crnwled  along  and  landed  on  some  coal.  The  coal  was  in  ^xmI  condi- 
tion, for  I  picked  it  up  and  looked  at  it.    Then  I  crawled  along  over 

Q.  Which  way  were  you  going  t 

A.  Forward,  on  the  port  side.  Then  I  ran  against  something  that 
was  going  up.  It  looked  like  a  partition.  I  crawled  up  on  the  top  of 
that,  and  it  was  one  of  them  beams  going  down  that  was  broke  ofL  I 
crawled  around  that,  and  it  was  kind  of  bulged  under  like,  inboard. 
Then  I  stood  there  a  little  while,  and  I  come  back  again  and  went  on 
the  inside  of  this  plate.  I  went  down  a  little  ways,  and  I  couldnt 
touch  no  bottom,  so  I  crawled  back  again.    That  is  as  far  as  I  went. 

Q.  You  really  recognized  nothing  t 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  brought  up  nothing  f 

A.  I  went  after  one  of  them  haversacks.  I  found  that  right  near  the 
coal. 

Q.  Were  you  feeling  well  when  you  went  down  under  the  water  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  felt  well.  I  am  sure  it  was  coal,  because  I  picked  it 
up  and  looked  at  it. 

Q.  Were  you  yourself  feeling  well! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  all  right  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  go  down  again  t 

A.  It  was  dinner  time,  and  af^r  that  we  were  told  to  come  over  to 
the  court. 

Q.  You  had  just  commencedf 

A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  what  day  did  you  go  down — ^yesterday  t 

A.  It  was  yesterday  morning;  yes,  sir.  Most  of  the  diving  I  have 
done  in  Havana  has  been  aft  except  this  one  time  I  have  just  described. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him  by  the  ste- 
nographer, and  by  him  pronounced  correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 
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Gonner's  Mate  Gael  Bttkdquist,  U.  S.  Navy,  appsared  as  a  witnefls 
Wore  the  court  and  was  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  yonr  fall  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  yoa  are 
attached. 

A.  My  name  is  Carl  Rondqaist;  gonner's  mate,  first  class;  on  board 
U.  8.  8.  New  YorJt. 

Q.  Have  yon  been  diving  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  since  the  MainB 
exploded  9 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  down  forward  t 

A.  I  have  been  down  forward. 

Q.  How  often! 

A.  I  have  been  down  once,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  downt 

A.  I  should  judge  a  little  over  two  hours. 

Q.  Have  you  been  down  afbt 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  a  good  divert 

A.  I  have  been  down  before,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  see  well  under  water  t 

A.  I  could  see  not  very  well,  but  when  I  put  my  face  close  to  an 

ject  I  had  a  pretty  good  view  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  well  whilst  you  were  under  water  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  never  felt  bad. 

Q.  Please  describe  to  the  court  just  what  you  saw  as  to  what  was  left 
the  Mainej  and  any  objects  that  you  recognized ;  their  condition,  or 
ything  you  may  have  brought  up.    Give  us  the  whole  history  of  your 

nt. 
A.  When  I  left  the  lighter  I  got,  as  fEir  as  I  could  judge,  down  in  the 
r  part  of  the  10-inch  magazine,  because  when  I  came  down  I  came 
wn  among  plates,  etc.    I  walked  2  or  3  feet  more,  and  I  came  across 

lot  of  empty  10-inch  powder  tanks.    Bome  of  the  seams  were  ox)en, 
d  others  looked  like  they  had  been  in  a  pressure  from  both  ends.    I 
t  one  of  them  up,  and  there  was  lots  of  them  down  there. 
Q.  Just  tell  us  how  maoy. 

A.  I  couldn't  say  how  many,  because  I  had  to  feel  for  it,  but  there 
ere  dozens  of  them — ^pieces  of  them  blown  in  all  directions.    I  left 
en,  and  went  aft  from  where  I  was  standing.    I  should  judge  that 
nld  be  aft.    I  came  across  lots  of  cans  that  looked  like  it  was  pre- 
ed  stuff.    It  looked  to  be  the  paymaster's  stores  or  something,  and 
lo6e  to  there  I  found  a  piece  of  armor  plate.    On  one  side  of  it  was 
e  backing,  and  that  plate  looked  to  be  turned  over,  because  the  end 
got  hold  of  was  between  6  and  7  inches  in  thickness.    I  measured 
my  fingers.    I  put  the  end  of  my  thumb  on  one  edge  and  my  mid- 
finger  on  the  other.    It  looked  to  be  thicker  downward.    I  went 
wn  as  far  as  I  could,  down  in  the  mud,  and  the  edge  of  it  was  down 
the  mud.    I  couldn't  find  out  the  exact  thickness  there.    From  there  I 
nt  outside.    I  went  to  the  left.    That  would  be  to  the  port  side  of 
e  ship,  and  I  followed  the  bottom  there  for  about  8  or  10  feet.    I 
ow  I  was  on  the  bottom  of  the  ship,  because  I  could  see  the  green 

nt  on  it,  and  as  far  as  I  could  judge 

Q.  Was  this  green  paint  inside  the  ship  or  outside  the  shipt 

A.  This  was  on  the  outside  of  the  ship,  because  I  pat  my  face  close 

it,  and  it  looked  to  be  the  bottom  of  the  ship,  because  that  must 
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have  been  below  tbe  armor  plates,  wbere  the  annor  belts  go,  because 
it  was  only  the  exact  thickness  of  the  skin  of  the  ship — ^the  thickness 
of  a  plate.  One  side  was  pretty  rough.  It  must  have  been  inside  tiie 
doable  bottom  or  something.  It  was  a  rough  paint,  and  the  outside 
was  slippery  and  green.  In  some  places  it  was  all  ragged.  The  pieces 
were  all  torn  ragged  and  it  looked  to  be  inward.  That  is  about  all  I 
saw  down  there,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  lowered  down;  on  the  starboard  side  of  the 
shipf 

A.  No,  sir;  I  was  lowered  down  about  midships,  a  little  to  the  port 
side.    We  had  a  lighter  lying  right  across  the  ship. 

Q.  You  think  you  landed  in  the  10-inch  magazine  Y 

A.  I  landed  close  to  it,  because  there  was  lots  of  empty  powder 
tanks. 

Q.  Of  all  those  tanks  that  were  there,  were  any  of  them  in  good 
condition  f 

A.  None  that  I  came  across.  They  were  all  bent  over.  I  came 
across  two  or  three  of  them  that  the  seams  were  opened. 

Q.  Were  any  of  them  full  f 

A.  No,  sir;  none  of  tbem  I  came  across. 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  had  been  exploded  by  a  charge  inside  t 

A.  It  didn't  look  that  way,  sir,  from  where  I  was.  It  looked  like 
there  had  been  a  pressure  from  the  outside  that  opened  them  up. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  cans  of  provisions  you  found  f 

A.  They  were  in  good  condition. 

Q.  Describe  a  little  more  plainly  this  hole  that  you  found.  You  say 
the  ragged  edges  were  pointing  inboard.  How  large  were  these  ragged 
edges;  how  lougf 

A.  Of  the  plates  f 

Q.  Yes. 

A.  This  plate  I  found.  It  looked  to  be  the  whole  plate  or  the  biggest 
part  of  a  plate,  and  it  looked  like  it  had  been  torn  off  from  another 
plate,  because  there  was  only  one  side  of  it  I  found  was  raggy,  and  I 
found  a  plate  standing  in  that  direction  [indicating]. 

Q.  Describe  it. 

A.  It  was  pointing  to  port,  aft,  and  the  raggy  end,  I  found,  was  the 
upper  end.  I  landed  on  it,  and  I  slipped  down  frt>m  it  once  and 
crawled  up  on  it  again. 

Q.  Was  that  a  plate  still  made  fast  to  the  ship's  bottom  t 

A.  No,  sir;  that  was  a  plate  that  was  loose.  It  looked  to  be  turned 
completely  over. 

Q.  That  is  the  armor  plate f 

A.  The  armor  plate. 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  armor  plate.  Ton  said  when  you  went 
further  along  you  found  a  place  where  the  ship's  side  had  a  hole  in  it, 
you  saw  the  green  paint;  and  you  said  the  edges  were  ragged  and 
bent  in.    I  want  you  to  describe  the  edges  a  little  better. 

A.  That  looked  to  be  the  bottom  of  the  ship,  or  a  piece  solid,  fastened 
to  the  plate. 

Q.  Was  it  a  round  hole,  or  was  it  completely  turned  up  to  the  water's 
edgef 

A.  Completely  turned  up  to  the  water's  edge. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  above  this  placet 

A.  Nothing  above  it  whatever.  It  looked  to  be  no  plates  there,  or 
anything  there. 

Q.  The  ragged  edges  were  directly  bent  inboard! 
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A^  Bent  inboard. 

Q.  You  are  sure  tbey  were  not  bent  out! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  sure. 

Q.  And  the  green  paint  yon  saw  was  on  the  part  bent  inboard  f 

A.  The  green  paint  was  on  the  part  bent  inboard,  that  was  coming 
on  top  like. 

J    Q.  About  this  piece  of  armor  plate  you  speak  of,  the  part  that  had 
fthe  bolts  on  it.    Which  way  was  that  facing  in  reganl  to  the  shipt 
■    Al.  That  was  facing  outboard. 
'    Q.  Which  way — ^forward  or  afbf 
{    A.  Facing  aft. 

Q.  Explain  fully  how  this  piece  of  armor  plate  was  lying,  and  the 
direction  of  the  keel,  and  how  the  original  outboard  side  was  facing, 
and  also  bow  the  side  with  nuts  was  facingt 

A.  That  plate  was  fast  in  the  mud  so  I  couldn^t  get  hold  of  the  lower 
tedge  of  it.  The  top  edge,  1  should  say,  was  about  7  inches  in  thickness, 
^nd  that  side  of  the  plate  where  the  bolts  and  backing  was  on,  was 
Sfadng  to  port. 

By  the  CoUBT : 

Q.  Did  it  stand  that  way,  or  did  it  stand  that  way  [indicating]  f 
A.  It  stood  the  way  it  is  on  that  drawing,  sir,  so  far  as  I  could  make 
ft  out  down  there. 
Q.  How  does  that  plate  face  now  Y 
A.  The  part  of  the  plate  that  is  supposed  to  be  inboard  is  facing  out- 

Q.  That  is,  it  was  turned  dean  overf 
A.  Turned  clean  over,  sir. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask,  for  my  own  information,  whether  this  armor 
>te  waa  inside  of  the  shipf 

A.  It  was  on  the  inside  of  the  ship;  yes,  sir.    It  was  about  half  way 
m  the  midship,  and  out  to  the  portsideof  the  ship,  half  way  inboard. 
\  Q.  Yet  you  say  that  it  was  not  resting  on  anything  but  the  mudt 
A.  It  was  resting  on  the  mud.    There  was  a  big  ])iece  of  the  ship 
ere  tliat  was  entirely  gone.    The  bottom  of  the  ship  was  all  blown 

There  was  nothing  there. 
Q.  You  speak  of  starting  from  some  point  near  these  copper  tanks 
powder  tanks  and  walking  toward  the  port  side,  and  you  say  you 
ere  walking  on  the  bottom;  that  you  knew  it  to  be  the  bottom  because 
was  painted  green  f 

I  didn't  mean  to  say  that  I  walked  on  the  ship's  bottom.    I  was 
ing  in  the  mud,  or  rather  crawling  in  the  mud,  because  in  some 
I  had  to  haul  myself  along.    I  was  going  alongside  the  ship's 
ttom,  on  the  piece  that  was  left  of  the  ship's  bottom.    I  know  it  was 
ship's  bottom  because  I  could  see  the  paint  was  green  and  slippery. 
Q.  Was  this  piece  detached  from  the  shipt 
A.  That  looked  to  be  just  on  the  edges  of  the  ship. 
Q.  You  said  you  walked  some  distance,  you  thought  about  10  feett 
A.  About  10  feet. 

Q.  You  could  not  have  been  walking  on  the  bottom  of  the  shipf 
\  A.  No,  sir;  not  on  the  bottom  of  the  ship.    On  the  bottom  of  the 
bor,  in  the  mud. 

Q.  You  said  you  were  walking  on  the  bottom  of  the  ship,  and  you 
ew  it  to  be  so  because  it  was  painted  green  f 

A.  I  mean  to  say  that  I  was  walking  on  the  outside  of  the  ship,  close 
the  ehip^B  bottom. 
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Q.  Yoa  were  walking  in  the  hole  where  the  ship's  bottom  ought  to 
have  been  f 

A.  No,  sir;  on  the  outside  of  the  ship,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  go  outside  of  the  shipt 

A.  There  was  lots  of  wreckage  out  there.  I  slipped  on  from  one  piece 
to  another,  and  I  happened  to  get  on  it  more  by  accident  than  anything 
else,  because  1  slipped  on,  and  I  landed  on  the  mud. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  you  were  outside  the  ship  when  yoa  landed  in 
che  mudf 

A.  I  couldn't  see  anything  around  me.  I  was  crawling  around  for  a 
couple  of  feet  on  each  Bide,  and  couldn't  see  anything.  It  must  have 
been  on  the  outside,  or  else  it  was  an  empty  space,  where  there  was 
nothing,  or  else  the  ship  must  be  completely  blown  away. 

Q.  That  is  the  ship's  section  there  [indicating].    You  understand  thatY 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  understand  that. 

Q.  Were  youx)ut  here,  or  were  you  here  [pointing  to  outboard  and 
then  inboard],  or  where  were  yout 

A.  I  judge  I  was  somewhere  around  here  [pointing  to  the  longitudinal 
shown  on  the  midship  section],  by  the  curve  of  the  ship. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  that  was  all  blown  away  there  t 

A.  This  was  on  the  forward  part  of  it;  but  I  took  a  walk  aft  8  or  10 
feet,  somewhere  around  there — I  couldn't  say  exactly  how  far — after  I 
left  this  hole,  and  found  this  plate;  and  going  from  one  piece  of  the 
wreckage  to  another  I  came  down  in  the  mud,  and  I  was  rolling  along 
in  the  mud  when  I  happened  to  strike  my  hand  up  against  something. 
I  felt,  and  I  felt  this  green  slippery  piece  of  steel  or  something.  I  put 
my  face  close  to  the  plate  and  I  could  see  it  was  this  green  paint  It 
must  have  been  the  outside  of  the  ship.  I  followed  that  along,  I  could 
not  say  how  far — some  8  or  10  feet — ^and  I  come  to  this  raggy  edge 
of  it,  and  there  at  the  edge  it  was  standing  in  this  direction,  like 
[indicating]. 

Q.  Describe  the  direction.  ^<This  direction''  does  not  describe  it  on 
paper. 

A.  It  looked  to  be  inboard,  bent  over — more  rolled  up  than  anytiiing 
else,  on  the  edge  of  it. 

Q.  Was  that  all  around  the  edgef 

A.  It  was  all  around  the  edge.    It  was  all  torn. 

Q.  I  understand  it  was  torn  if  there  was  a  hole  there,  but  you  must 
be  very  careful  when  you  say  that  that  edge  of  it  was  turned  inboud 

A.  It  looked  to  me  it  was  laying  inboard. 

Q.  How  much  of  it  did  you  examine  f 

A.  I  examined  parts  of  the  edges  of  it.  This  piece  I  followed  along 
in  the  bottom,  that  looked  to  be  a  good  solid  piece  of  the  ship.  That 
must  have  been  close  to  the  hole  where  the  explosion  took  place,  because 
that  seemed  to  be  a  good  solid  piece. 

Q.  How  did  you  think  this  hole  was  made  in  the  bottom  of  the  shipf 

A.  My  opinion  is,  I  believe  that  she  was  blown  up  from  the  outside 
and  in,  because  there  was  no  explosion  from  the  inside  could  maJce  a 
hole  like  that,  from  the  way  them  plates  stood  around  in  different 
directions. 

Q.  Do  you  think  there  was  no  explosion  from  the  inside  that  could 
make  that  holef 

A.  There  may  have  been  an  explosion  from  the  inside  afterwards,  bat 
in  the  first  place  there  was  an  explosion  from  the  outside. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  sot 

A.  Because  I  would  never  have  found  them  plates  in  the  way  I  did. 
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is  piece  of  armor  plate  and  the  edges  of  that  hole,  I  wonld  never 

ve  ibnnd  it  that  way. 

).  What  strikes  me  is  this — that  yon  did  not  examine  euoogh  of  that 

g;e  to  form  an  opinion. 

L.  I  didn^t  examine  all  of  if,  no;  bnt  I  examined  some  parts  of  it, 

i  that  part  that  I  examined  looked  like  it  had  been  bent  inboard. 

?he  testimony  of  the  witness  was  then  read  oyer  to  him  by  the  ste- 

prapher,  and  by  him  pronoanced  correct. 

?he  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
to  converse  abont  matters  pertaining  to  the  inqniry. 

lie  Judge- Advocate.  I  notify  the  conrt  that  Ensign  Powelson  has 
ttle  addicioual  testimony  to  give  this  afternoon,  and  that  besides 
I  Gunner  Morgsm  and  Gunner's  Mate  Olsen  have  to  read  over  and 
bet  their  testimony.    I  have  no  other  evidence  to  oflfer  at  present. 

te  conrt  then  (at  12.50  o'clock  p.  m.)  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock, 
le  court  assembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 

^nt:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  the  ste- 
kpher,  and  Captain  Sigsbee. 

inner  Morgan  here  appeared  before  the  court  and  was  handed  so 

of  the  record  as  contained  his  testimony.    He  was  directed  to 

[raw,  read  it  over,  return  to  the  court  and  state  whether  it  is  cor- 

recorded. 

Judge- Advocate.  If  the  court  please,  I  ask  permission  to  intro- 
[Mr.  Henry  Drain,  clerk  at  the  United  States  consulate  in  Havana, 

kve  him  sworn,  to  act  as  interpreter. 

HsKBY  Drain,  by  permission  of  the  conrt,  was  duly  sworn  by  the 
-advocate,  in  accordance  with  the  United  States  Navy  regulations, 
ilk  his  seat  as  interpreter  of  the  court. 

itness  then  appeared  before  the  court,  whose  name  and  address 
ippr^»ed  by  agreement  with  the  witness  that  his  identity  should 
revealed,  and  was  sworn  by  the  president,  through  the  inter- 
Examined  by  Judge- Advocate  (through  the  interpreter) : 

have  heard  that  on  Tuesday  morning  you  overheard  a  certain 
ktion  in  a  ferryboat  which  referred  to  the  possible  sinking  of 

laine.    Will  you  please  state  to  the  court  all  you  can  in  regard  to 

latter  f 

Interpreter.  At  about  half-past  7  on  the  morning  of  the  15th, 

crossing  from  Havana  to  Beglas.    He  was  sitting  on  a  front 

the  bow  of  the  vessel — ^the  ferryboat.    There  were,  about  4  feet 

t,  three  officers,  two  of  the  army  and  one  of  the  navy,  of  Spain, 

lides  a  citizen,  a  stout  man,  about  fifty  years  of  age.    They  were 

ing  about  the  Maine.    He  says  one  of  the  army  officers  said  that 

I  circulio  miUtario,  the  military  club  here  on  the  Prado,  ^*Tbat  is 

arranged."    The  citizen  inquired :  '^  Will  not  making  explosions 

bay  run  great  risk  to  the  city  of  Havana  f    The  citizen  inquired 
m  the  Spanish  officer  who  had  made  the  first  remark.    He  says 

le  officer  replied  ^^no;"  that  it  was  arranged  so  that  it  would  sim- 

Ipiode,  open  the  vessel,  and  she  would  sink  immediately.    Then  the 

man,  with  an  exclamation  apparently  of  joy,  said :  ^'  I  will  take 
of  beer  on  that  occasion."    At  that  moment  a  oartman  came 
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forward  and  one  of  the  men  touched  the  other  and  stopped  the  con- 
versation, and  then  he  could  not  hear  any  more.  He  said  they  kept  on 
speaking,  but  he  did  not  hear  any  more. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  remark  made  by  the  army  officer  t 

The  INIEBPBETEB.  That  he  had  heard  in  the  circulio  militario  that 
the  plans  were  all  arranged,  and  they  were  going  to  blow  her  up  any- 
how; that  it  was  a  shame  to  Spain  that  she  should  be  here  in  the  bay. 
The  lieutenant  said :  "  Then  if  you  blow  her  up,  there  would  be  another 
one  come,"  and  the  superior  officer  said:  ^^They  would  take  care  not  to 
send  another.-' 

Q.  Did  the  second  army  officer  make  any  other  remark t 

The  Interpreter.  He  says  yes;  they  were  all  speaking,  but  they 
were  speaking  in  alow  voice;  he  could  not  catch  all  they  said.  He 
was  standing  up,  close  to  the  wall,  so  that  they  would  not  notice  he 
was  listening  to  them. 

Q.  Gould  you  distinguish  what  the  navy  officer  saidf 

The  Interpreter.    No;  he  could  not. 

Q.  Are  you  personally  acquainted  with  any  one  of  these  four  peraonst 

The  Interpreter,  He  says  that  he  does  not  know  any  of  them. 
He  could  not  recognize  any  of  the  three  officers,  but  that  very  prob- 
ably he  could  recognize  the  citizen. 

Q.  How  often  do  you  cross  in  the  ferry  from  Havana  to  Beglast 

The  Interpreter.  He  says  in  those  days  he  crossed  twice,  in  tlie 
morning  and  in  the  afternoon,  but  now  he  only  crosses  in  the  after- 
noon, there  and  back  again;  that  ho  went  at  half  past  7  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  would  return  at  10  to  breakfast;  that  he  would  go  at  4  or  5 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  back  to  Eeglas  again;  and  that  about 9 or 
half  past  9  or  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  he  would  return  to  Havana. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  meet  any  of  these  four  men  before  on  the  ferryboat! 

The  Interpreter.  He  can  not  say,  because  he  had  never  noticed 
them.    He  went  every  day,  and  he  did  not  notice  them. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  uniform  of  the  army  officers? 

The  Interpreter.  One  was  a  lieutenant,  and  the  other  one  had 
stars  down  below  the  stripes.  He  had  two  stripes,  which  would  indi- 
cate that  he  was  from  a  major  upward.  He  also  had  a  belt — ^that 
would  indicate  that  he  is  of  the  general's  staff. 

Q.  What  was  the  color  of  the  uniform  1 

The  Interpreter.  All  of  that  little  stripe  that  they  wear  here. 

Q.  Blue  linen  f 

The  Interpreter.  Yes ;  blue  linen.  The  marine  officer  was  dressed 
in  dark  blue,  but  he  did  not  notice  the  insignias  that  he  had  on  at  alL 

Q.  Which  one  of  the  army  officers  made  the  remark  you  spoke 
about — the  staff  officer  or  the  lieutenant? 

The  Interpreter.  The  staff  officer.    He  spoke  with  the  citizen. 

Q.  What  was  that  you  said  about  a  diamond? 

The  Interpreter.  The  citizen  had  on  a  big  diamond  ring. 

Q.  Please  describe  the  citizen. 

The  Interpreter.  He  was  a  large,  stout  man,  about  50  years  of 
age.  He  had  a  mustache  only,  somewhat  gray.  He  used  one  of  these 
black  derby  hats,  and  dark  clothes. 

Q.  Can  you  describe  the  staff'  officer  a  little  more  fully,  his  age  and 
appearance? 

The  Interpreter.  Somewhere  around  about  the  same  age,  about 
60  years  of  age.  He  did  not  notice  very  well;  but  he  thinks  he  used 
chin  whiskers. 

Q.  And  the  lieutenant? 
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Ffae  lNT£BPBET£B.  He  sajB  he  most  be  about  40  or  43  years  of  age, 
1  used  a  mustache, 
j.  And  the  naval  officer f 
Dhe  Intebpreteb.  He  was  over  40. 
).  Did  they  wear  swords  t 
rhe  Intebpbeteb.  None  of  them  used  swords. 
^.  Would  you  be  able  to  recognize  these  persous  again  f 
!^be  Intebpbeteb.  He  sticks  to  the  same  thing,  that  the  officers  he 
lid  not  recognize,  because  he  did  not  pay  much  attention,  that  the 
Dg  went  out  of  his  head  afterwards;  but  he  thinks  he  would  recog- 
e  the  citizen.    He  says  there  are  a  great  many  officers  crossing  con- 
daily. 

},  Are  you  quite  positive  of  the  conversation  you  have  repeated  t 
lie  Intebpbeteb.  Yes,  sir. 

).  What  object  did  you  have  in  informing  the  consul-general  of  this 
versationt 

he  Intebpbeteb.  The  substance  of  what  he  says  is  that  he  was 
dng  with  a  friend  of  his  in  the  Gaf§  San  Nicholas  after  this  occur- 
oe,  and  he  told  him  all  the  conversation  he  had  heard.    The  friend 
I  him:  <^  Why  don't  you  go  and  say  something  about  this  to  the  con- 
Ijte  T"    He  says  he  was  afraid  to  say  anything  about  it,  that  he  would 
limself  into  trouble.    The  friend  said:  ^'I  will  go  and  inquire  from 
of  these  newspapers — the  Journal  or  the  World — and  see  if  there 
ly  danger  in  it.''    The  friend  went  and  inquired,  and  said  there 
be  no  danger  whatever,  and  he  then  determined  to  tell  the  consul. 
Did  you  go  to  the  consul  at  allt 
Intebpbeteb.  No,  sir. 
What  was  the  name  of  the  friend  you  spoke  tof 
Intebpbeteb.  He  says  he  will  find  out  the  name ;  that  he  is  one 
friends  whom  you  know  without  knowing  who  they  are.    He 
ind  out  the  name.    He  sees  him  every  day. 
Is  he  a  Spaniard  f 
e  Intebpbeteb.  He  is  a  Cuban. 
Are  you  a  married  mant 
e  Intebpbeteb.  No,  sir;  single.     • 
Have  you  any  family  heref 

Intebpbeteb.  He  says  he  and  his  father  are  here,  and  he  has 
living  eighteen  years  with  a  woman,  but  he  is  not  married  to  her. 
I  How  many  people  were  on  board  the  ferryboat  at  the  time  of  this 
irsationt    State  about  how  many;  whether  it  was  crowded  or  not 
led  is  the  main  issue. 
Intebpbeteb.  Very  few,  and  nearly  all  were  in  the  after  part 
somewhat  cool,  and  there  were  very  few  people. 
»re  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
^ad  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  through  the  interpreter,  and 
pronounced  correct. 

witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president, 
^h  the  interpreter,  not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to 
fquiry,  and  after  saying  that  it  was  not  to  his  interest  to  converse 
lybody  about  it. 

iner's  Mate  Olsbn  here  appeared  before  the  court. 

Judge- Ad voo ATE.  Olsen,  I  now  hand  you  so  much  of  the 
1  of  the  court  as  contains  the  testimony  given  by  you.  Please 
raw,  read  it  over,  and  then  return  to  the  court  and  state  whether 
irrect  as  recorded,  or  whether  you  desire  to  make  any  corrections, 

I  witness  then  withdrew. 
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Gunner  Mobgan  here  appeared  before  the  court 

The  Judge- Adyooate.  Gunner  Morgan,  have  you  read  over  the 
testimony  given  by  you  before  this  court  on  yesterday  f 

Gunner  MobOAN.  Yes,  sir. 

The  JuDaE-ADYOOATE.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  in  the  smooth 
record  f 

Gunner  Mobgan.  It  is. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Ensign  Powleson,  U.  8.  Navy,  a  witness  heretofore  examined,  was 
recalled  to  the  witness  stand,  and,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  presi 
dent  that  the  oath  previously  taken  by  him  was  still  binding,  testified 
as  follows: 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Adyooate  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  further  information  to  give  to  the  court  in  regard 
to  the  wreck  of  the  Maine? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Please  state  what  you  have. 

A.  May  I  refer  to  some  drawings  that  I  have  brought  with  met 

Q.  Certainly. 

A.  These  are  the  blue  prints  of  the  drainage  system  of  the  Maine, 
taken  from  the  wreck.  I  have  succeeded  in  identifying  the  part  of 
the  protective  deck  of  which  I  submitted  a  sketch  yesterday  or  the 
day  before.  This  is  a  plan  of  the  protective  deck  of  the  Maine.  The 
frame  spaces  aft  of  frame  18  are  4  feet;  forward  of  frame  18  they  are 
3  feet  6  inches;  forward  of  tnane  12  they  are  3  feet.  This  is  drawn 
to  the  scale  of  1  inch  equals  1  foot.  These  frame  spaces  in  between 
frames  18  and  12  are  3^  feet;  those  aft  of  frame  18,  as  I  said,  are  4  feet 
In  the  sketch  which  I  have  submitted  the  distance  between  beams  I 
have  made  3  feet  7  inches,  which  was  the  measurement  that  I  took 
fit>m  the  wreck.  That  was  probably  an  error  of  an  inch.  That,  then, 
places  this  part  of  the  protective  deck  somewhere  between  frame  lo 
and  frame  12.  At  frame  16  is  tt  water-tight  bulkhead  and  at  frame  18 
is  a  water-tight  bulkhead.  The  surface  of  this  plate  submitted  shows 
no  evidence  of  bulkhead  angle  iron  on  the  upper  surface.  This,  then, 
eliminates  the  space  between  frames  18  and  16.  Therefore  the  plate  is 
■omewhere  between  16  and  13. 

As  you  will  see,  the  outward  plate  of  the  protective  deck  is  cut  off 
a  little  on  one  point.  The  width  of  the  plates  of  the  protective  deck 
is  4  feet.  The  width  of  the  ship  at  frame  13  is  12  feet  9  nine  inches. 
Then,  if  the  edge  of  the  protective-deck  plating  at  the  midship  line 
were  exactly  at  the  midship  line,  this  would  take  three  full  plates  with 
9  inches  left  over.  Between  the  upper  plating  of  the  two  plates  of 
the  protective  deck  and  the  side  is  an  angle  iron,  running  along  the 
side  with  4-inch  flange.  That  would  leave,  then,  a  space  of  about  5 
inches  to  be  filled  in  by  a  wedge-shaped  piece.  It  is  not  probable  that 
the  edge  of  the  upi)er  plating  of  the  protective  deck  is  exactly  at  the 
midship  line.  It  is  probable  that  it  is  to  one  side  or  the  other,  to  allow 
for  the  lapping  of  the  upper  plating  on  the  lower  plating.  This  frame 
13  correB])onds  more  closely  with  the  drawing  measurements  taken 
from  the  wreck  than  would  frame  14.  Since  these  two  frames  are  con- 
fined to  frames  15, 14,  and  13,  that  narrows  the  deck  down  to  the  parts 
between  15  and  12  along  the  port  side  compartment  A36.  This  plate^ 
which  I  have  shown  in  the  sketch  I  submitted  yesterday,  shows  tiie 
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ivets  for  the  cofferdam  bulkhead.  My  condasion  is  that  the  sketch 
hich  I  have  shown  comes  firom  oompturtment  A36,  between  frames  15 
Ddl2. 

Q.  What  is  there  in  the  ship  above  compartment  A36  between  frames 
2  and  15t 

A.  A3n  is  the  cellulose  compartment,  and  just  inside  of  that  is  A34. 
his  is  part  of  A34.    This  plate  is  taken  from  both  A36  and  A34. 
Q.  Then  that  would  be  forward  of  the  forward  0  inch  magazine  f 
A«  Yes,  sir.     I  have  also  succeeded  in  identifying  a  ])art  of  the  bot- 
m  plating,  which  is  now  about  4  feet  above  water,  12  feet  abaft  the 
ece  of  protective  deck  which  I  have  just  referred  to. 
Q.  That  is  over  the  magazine,  is  itt 

A.  No,  sir;  I  will  explain  where  that  plate  comes  from  aud  my  reasons 
r  believing  so.  This  plate  shows  the  split  in  the  reverse,  and  the 
one  angle  irons,  where  the  floor  plating  first  begins  at  the  ship's  side, 
also  shows  a  watertight  longitudinal  with  the  cement  along  the 
^m  and  a  part  of  the  inner  bottom  plating.  The  distance  between 
I  frame  that  is  highest  ont  of  water  and  the  fhime  next  below  it  is 
it  6  inches.  The  distance  between  this  frame  and  the  one  next 
»w  that  is  4  feet.  There  is  only  one  place  in  the  ship  at  which  such 
le  spacing  occurs.  That  is  at  bulkhead  18,  the  space  between  18 
.  19  being  4  feet  and  between  18  and  17  being  3  feet  6  inches.  Be- 
en ftames  18  and  17  I  foand  a  sluice  valve  about  3  inches  square. 
B  sluice  valve  is  on  the  under  side  of  the  water-tight  longitudinal. 
I  longitudinal  at  this  point  was  about  17^  inches  in  depth.  From 
drawings  of  the  inner  bottom  of  the  Mainej  1  locate  this  sluice  valve 
le  second  longitudinal,  near  the  water-tight  bulkhead  ut  frame  18. 
drawing  which  1  have  does  not  show  a  sluice  valve  it  that  point, 
[does  it  show  that  the  second  longitudinal  is  watertight. 
lere  has  evidently  been  some  change  since  these  plans,  aud  the 
kI  longitudinal  has  been  made  water-tight,  and  a  sluice  valve  has 
put  in  the  after  part  of  it  next  to  the  bulkhead  at  frame  18,  to 
from  compartment  A41.  Frame  17  shows  about  5  feet  above 
^ater- tight  longitudinal  to  which  I  have  referred  at  the  x)oint  where 
ame  and  reverse  angle  irons  divide  and  the  floor  plates  are  first 
rted.  That  can  be  seen  better  on  the  sectional  plan  at  frame  18. 
is  the  sectional  plan  at  l^ame  18.  Here  is  the  second  longitudinal 
dch  I  fixed  the  sluice  valve  to  which  I  have  referred.  The  height 
second  longitudinal  at  this  {Xiint  is  18  inches,  which  corresponds 
closely  with  the  measurement  taken  from  the  wreck.  In  this  piece 
fttom  plating,  to  whioh  the  longitudinal  was  attached,  I  found  an 
Ing  in  the  ship's  side,  being  the  Kingston  valve  or  a  similar  valve, 
tner  bottom  drawings  show  such  a  valve  to  exist  in  that  compart- 
for  the  purpose  of  flushing  the  main  drains  and  secondary  drains' 
l)oint  The  plates  of  the  inner  bottom  are  plainly  visible  for  a 
ice  of  8  feet  from  the  longitudinal  to  which  I  have  referred  and 
two  or  three  feet  under  water.  Forward  of  frame  17  the  outside 
ig  has  been  ngain  split,  forming  a  V,  with  the  outboard  wing  of 
IT  plating  than  the  starboard  or  inboard  wing. 

angle  of  the  V  is  about  horizontal,  and  the  ridge  stands  netirly 
knd  aft.  The  plating  just  abaft  this  V  seems  to  have  been  broken 
and  pushed  up  to  form  a  V,  of  which  frame  17  is  the  apex.  This 
that  the  bottom  plating,  about  11  feet  from  the  keel,  has  been 
to  a  point  about  4  feet  out  of  water  now.  This  bottom  to  which 
i^ed  is  almost  directly  under  the  forward  port  edge  of  the  for- 
;  6-inch  magazine. 

S.  Doc  207 1 
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Q.  The  forward  edge  of  it  comes  to  frame  18  f 
A.  The  forward  edge  of  it  stops  at  frame  18. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Where  is  that  slaice  valve  sitaated — also  under  the  forward  part 
of  the  6-iDch  magazine  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  at  frame  18. 

Q.  That  forward  6-inch  magazine  is  between  what  frames  t 

A.  Between  frames  18  and  21.  There  are  several  other  slaice  valves 
in  the  longitudinals  of  the  doable  bottoms,  bat  with  the  exception  of 
slaice  valve  No. 4,  are  in  frame  spaces  of  4  feet.  All  other  slaice  valves 
in  the  longitudinals,  according  to  the  drawings,  are  in  frame  spaces  of 
4  feet,  showing  that  this  sluice  valve  is  forward  of  frame  18.  The  ouly 
other  water-tight  bulkhead  forward  of  frame  18  is  at  frame  12,  and  in 
the  space  forward  of  frame  12  there  are  no  water-tight  longitudinals. 

Q.  Then  the  appearance  of  that  V-shape  that  you  saw,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  plate,  now  makes  you  feel  convinced  that  the  bottom 
of  the  ship  was  thrown  upt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  not  out! 

A.  Not  out. 

Q.  This  is  under  the  forward  part  of  the  forward  6-inch  magazine! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  seen  no  other  bottom  plating  as  yet  to  confirm  thisf 

A.  This  bottom  plating  is  very  large  in  extent.  It  extends  down 
under  the  water  on  both  sides  from  the  angle  of  the  V  as  far  as  I  could 
touch  with  an  oar  or  boat  hook,  I  took  one  of  the  divers  over  this 
afternoon  and  explained  to  him  what  I  wanted  him  to  do.  I  wanted 
him  to  go  down  and  follow  the  frames  along  as  far  as  possible,  aud 
follow  the  longitudinals  and  keep  track  of  them,  so  that  be  could  tell 
me  at  what  point  the  bottom  plate  ended,  and  the  condition  of  the 
break  at  that  point. 

Q.  Who  was  the  divert 

A.  The  diver's  name  is  Olsen. 

Q.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  ship's  bottom  that  is  now  visible 
and  between  what  frames  f 

A.  I  can  see  now  frames  16, 17, 18, 19.  I  can  see  water-tight  longi- 
tudinal No,  2,  iK)rt.  I  can  feel  with  the  boat  hook  longitudinal  No.  L 
I  can  see  plating  running  down  under  the  water  for  about  15  feet  aft 
of  frame  17  and  20  feet  forward  of  frame  17. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  All  on  the  port  sidef 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  center  line  of  the  ship  do  you  place  the  upper 
plate  of  the  bottom  plates  now  showing  above  the  water,  which  is  bent   ^ 
into  this  V  formt 

A.  The  upper  plate  is  between  11  and  15  feet  from  the  center  line  of  - 
the  ship. 

Q.  You  mean  that  is  the  highest  point  t 

A.  The  highest  point;  the  upper  plate. 

Q.  Taking  the  section,  at  what  depth  would  that  bet 

A.  Six  and  a  quarter  feet,  sir,  above  the  plane  of  the  keel. 

Q.  How  much  has  that  been  raised;  that  is,  according  to  the  draft  of  i 
the  ship  before  the  explosion  t  ', 

A.  The  forecastle  superstructure  would  be  about  at  the  water  now—  ] 
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out  where  the  water  line  is  dow — ao  that  it  would  have  been  lifted 
ont  38  or  39  feet  from  its  original  position  when  the  ship  was  floating. 
Q.  Was  there  any  paint  on  the  ontside  of  that  bottom  plating  f 
A.  The  ontside  of  the  bottom  plating  is  covered  with  greenish  paint, 
side,  between  frames  17  and  18,  it  is  cemented  for  a  distance  of  18 
^hes  above  the  longitudinal.  It  is  calk  paint  beyond  that.  Abaft 
ime  18  it  is  cemented  as  far  as  the  plate  extends  to  the  i>oint8  broken 
'j  about  4  feet  from  the  longitudinal.  I  also  found  between  fhiines  IS 
d  19  a  piece  of  piping,  with  two  right-angle  turns,  such  as  is  repre- 
ited  on  the  drawing  of  the  inner  bottom  at  compartment  AlO. 
mpartmeut  A4  contained  piping  of  this  description.  This  piping 
)wed  the  caps  at  right  angles,  the  same  as  shown  here,  and  I  found 
s  piece  of  piping  lying  in  an  angle  of  one  of  the  frames  and  the 
gitndinal. 

}.  Mr.  Powelson,  you  have  not  come  across  any  portion  except  that 
itective  deck  of  either  of  the  decks  above  that  point,  have  youf 
L  Yes,  sir;  there  is  a  part  of  the  berth  deck  which  was  thrown  some 
feet  forward  of  the  part  of  the  protective  deck  of  which  I  have  macle 
ketch;  but  as  to  just  where  that  was  on  the  berth  deck  I  am  unable 
letermine.    It  has  the  planking  and  red  shellac  of  the  main  deck. 
(•  Is  there  any  of  tue  main  deck  visible  t 
L  No,  sii*;  none  of  the  main  deck  is  visible  forward, 
i.  None  of  the  main  deck  is  visible  forward  of  the  end  of  the  midship 
erstructnret 
i.  No,  sir. 

i  Forward  of  frame  30 1 
t  No,  sir. 
Starting  from  the  point  at  which  this  bottom  has  been  lifted,  frame 
Dd  running  aft  to  the  points  where  the  divers  have  testified  that 
K)ttom  plating  is  cut  through  to  the  after  side  of  that  opening,  how 
f  frames  are  there  f    What  is  the  distance  f 
,  The  frame  which  I  said  formed  the  apex  of  this  Vf 
X  es. 

I  do  not  know,  of  course,  what  they  testified  to.    I  only  know 

they  tell  me.    The  diver  to-day  told  me  that  he  had  found  a  hole 

|starboard  of  that  plate  I  was  speaking  of,  down  below — a  hole 

gh  the  ship's  side;  and  that  is  what  I  sent  him  down  to  investi- 

still  further.    He  bent  a  line  on  some  plating  around  this  hole.    I 

myself  this  plating  on  the  port  side  was  torn  from  that  on  the 

rid.    The  diver  told  me  this  morning  that  he  had  found  the 

ition  from  the  G-pounder  magazine  pushed  over  to  the  starboard 

Was  that  Olsent 
!  Yes,  sir. 

judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  be  not  read  over  to 
itness  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to  report  to -mor- 

»ming  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with  so  much  of 

»rd  as  contains  his  testimony,  and  asked  to  withdraw  for  the 

leration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  will  be 

called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amend  his 

kony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct. 

request  was  granted,  and  the  witnes^was  instructed  accordingly; 

ipon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to 
matters  pertaining  to  the  tritd. 
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Oanner  s  Mate  Olsen  apx>eared  before  the  coart. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Olsen,  do  yoa  wish  to  make  any  corrections 
in  yonr  testimony  f 

Gunner's  Mate  Olsen.  I  wish  to  make  the  following  corrections: 

On  page  140,  line  14,  after  the  word  <^  right"  strike  out  <^  over  In  that 
direction  [indicating] "  and  insert  ^^  over  to  starboard." 

On  page  141,  line  5,  after  the  words,  <<  paper  inboard,"  strike  oat 
<^from  stem  to  stern."  In  line  7,  after  <'one  plate  complete,"  strike  oat 
<Hhe  top  of  the  plate  standing  up."  In  line  17,  after ''  hexagonal,"  strike 
out  "ends"  and  insert  "nuts."  In  line  27,  after  the  words  "10-inch,'' 
strike  out  "leaves"  and  insert  "covers,"  so  as  to  read  "10-inch  covers." 
In  line  28,  after  the  word  "  in,"  at  the  beginning  of  the  line,  strike  oat 
"by"  and  insert  "over,"  so  as  to  read  "in  over  the  10-inch  shell  room." 

On  page  148,  line  19,  after  the  words  "the  way  I  found  the,"  strike 
out  "deck"  and  insert  "wreck." 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  your  testimony,  as  now  amended,  co^ 
rectf 

Gunner's  Mate  Olsen.  Yes,  sir. 

The  court  then  (at  4.40  o'clock  p.  m.)  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  the 
26th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


IT.  S.  L.  H.  Tender  MANaBovs, 
Harbor  of  Havana^  10  a.  w.  Saturday^  February  26^  1896. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  the  25th  . 
instant. 

Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  and  tho  ^ 
stenographer. 

Oaptain  Sigsbee  had  not  yet  appeared. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  the  fifth  day  of  the 
inquiry,  was  read  and  approved. 

The  court  then  took  a  recess,  ready  to  assemble  at  any  moment  when 
any  additional  evidence  might  be  ready  to  be  presented  to  the  court 

The  court  (at  12  o'clock  noon)  took  a  recess  until  1.30  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 

Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  the  ate* 
nographer,  and  Captain  Sigsbee. 

Mr.  Henbt  Drain,  who  acted  as  interpreter  before  the  court  yes- 
terday, appeared  as  a  witness  before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by 
the  president.  3 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  give  your  name,  residence,  and  profession.  ^ 

A.  Henry  Drain,  91  San  Lazero  street,  Havana;  clerk  in  the  United  -^ 
States  consulate  at  Havana.  ^ 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  an  anonymus  letter  received  by  the  consul-ges-  ^ 
eral  in  regard  to  the  explosion  of  the  Maine^  ^ 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Can  you  produce  it!  ^ 

A.  I  can.    [Witness  produces  letter.] 

Q.  What  is  the  date  f 

A.  February  18,1898. 
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{.  Is  there  any  signatnre  to  itf 
L  No  aignatare.    It  is  signed  *<An  admirer." 
}.  Have  yon  read  the  letter  f 
I.  I  have. 

},.  Is  it  the  docament  of  an  educated  manf 
L.  I  woald  say  a  man  of  common  edacation,  as  to  as  I  can  jadge. 
2«  In  what  laiigoage  is  it  written f 
^.  In  Spanish. 

The  letter  was  shown  to  the  court) 
}.  Have  yon  made  a  correct  translation  of  this  letter  f 
k.  To  the  best  of  my  ability,  I  have. 
j.  Please  produce  the  translation. 

The  translation  of  the  letter  referred  to  was  handed  to  the  jndge- 
rocate,  and  by  him  read  aloud.) 

rhe  Judge- Advooai^s.  If  the  court  please,  I  ask  permission  to 
[)end  this  letter  to  the  record. 

The  request  was   granted,  and  said  letter  is  appended  hereto, 
rked  F.) 

).  Has  anything  been  done  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  statements 
itained  in  this  letter? 

L  I  myself  tried  to  discover  the  whereabouts  of  this  Pe]>e  Ttu'o, 
1  the  one  to  whom  I  spoke  said  that  the  name  was  a  mistake;  that 
Pepe  Taco  mentioned  had  died  a  few  days  before  the  explosion  of 
Maine,  and  that  the  letter  referred  to  a  Pepe  Barquin;  that  he  also 
1  died  suddenly  about  two  or  three  days  after  the  explosion  of  the 
tne. 

^  Who  was  your  informantf 
^  Mr.  Charles  Carbonell. 

li.  How  do  you  suppose  he  knows  so  much  about  thisf 
u  In  the  first  place,  he  is  an  American  citizen,  and  interested  in 
thing  that  i>ertains  to  the  matter.    I  think  he  brought  to  General 
%  attention  the  clipping  from  La  Lucha,  and  thi^  letter.    He  told 
fbat  his  boatman  gave  him  the  information  of  the  death  of  this 
k    His  boatman  lives  in  Beglas. 
E  Did  you  ask  General  Lee  to  look  into  this  matter  f 
I  did,  and  he  did  not  know  just  what  to  do,  saying  he  has  no  secret- 
oe  money;  but  he  told  me  to  consult  with  Mr.  Carbonell,  who 
d  probably  know  more  about  it  than  anybody  else. 
Do  you  consider  Mr.  Carbonell  a  perfectly  reliable  man  f 
I  do,  from  having  known  him  several  ye&rs. 
Could  it  not  be  ascertained  whether  this  dead  man's  family  have 
f  moved  from  a  poorhouse  into  a  good  onef 
I  think  it  could. 
Will  you  kindly  have  it  tried  f 

I  will  try.    I  was  consulting  with  him  yesterday  afternoon.    He 
|)e  would  send  his  boatman  to  see  about  it.    I  think  it  would  be 

to  send  some  reliable  x)erson. 

I I  suppose  you  informed  Consul-General  Lee  that  the  court  would 
id  to  have  the  matter  of  the  letter  investigated  f 
I  did. 

witness  here  stated  that  in  the  evidence  given  by  witness  of 
m%  day  the  latter  spoke  of  a  man  whon  he  had  consulted  in 
to  giving  the  evidence  which  he  gave  before  the  court.    The 
now  states  that  man's  name  to  be  Aurelio  Pla. 

By  the  JuDGB- Advocate: 
iDo  you  know  anything  of  this  Aurelio  Plaf 


I 


102     DESTRUCTION  OP  THE  U.  8.  BATTLE  SHIP  MAINE. 

A.  I  never  heard  of  him,  sir. 

Q.  Who  told  yon  it  was  Aurelio  Plaf 

A.  The  witness  himself  came  up  to  the  consulate  this  morning. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him  by  the  ste- 
nographer,  and  by  him  pronounced  correct.  The  witness  then  withdrew, 
after  neing  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  converse  about  matten 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

The  JuDaE- Advocate.  I  ask  that  Captain  Sigsbee  take  the  stand. 

Capt.  Charles  D.  Siosbbe,  U.  S.  Navy,  heretofore  examined  as  a 
witness,  resumed  tlie  stand,  and  was  cautioned  by  the  president  thai 
the  oath  previously  taken  by  him  was  still  binding. 

Examined  by  the] Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  I  have  a  letter  here,  Captain  Sigsbee,  which  was  sent  to  me  b} 
the  chief  constructor  of  the  Navy,  which  purports  to  be  a  copy  of  a 
letter  sent  by  you,  dated  June  30, 1897,  at  Hampton  Roads,  to  the  com 
mandant  of  the  navy-yard  and  station  at  Norfolk.  I  will  read  thii 
letter  to  you. 

(The  judge  advocate  then  read  aloud  the  letter  above  referred  to.) 

Q.  As  far  as  you  can  remember,  you  think  this  is  a  correct  copy  oi 
your  letter  f 

A.  I  think  so. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  I  ask  permission  of  the  court  to  append  thU 
letter  to  the  record. 

Permission  was  granted,  and  the  letter  above  referred  to  is  heretc 
appended,  marked  ^^O." 

By  the  Jtjdoe- Advocate: 

Q.  What  changes  do  yoa  know  of  having  been  been  made  in  the 
storage  rooms  of  the  Maine  and  the  shell  rooms  of  the  Maine^  as  stated 
in  this  letter,  from  June  30, 1897,  up  to  the  time  of  her  explosion  f 

A.  I  could  not  give  it  in  figures.  I  think  there  has  been  consider- 
able change  in  the  6-inch  reserve  magazine  forward,  because  we 
have  done  a  good  deal  of  saluting.  I  had  so  many  figures  to  remember 
that  I  could  not  tell  exactly.  I  want  to  see  first  how  many  shell  there 
were.  (After  examination.)  I  think  there  were  several  more  shell 
stowed  in  the  forward  10-lnch  loading  room  and  forward  lOinch  pass- 
ing room.  A  great  deal  of  the  small  arm  ammunition  shown  in  the 
forward  fixed-ammunition  room  had  been  discharged,  sent  on  shore,  on 
the  acquisition  of  the  new  navy  rifie.  We  had  just  gotten  in,  before  leav- 
ing Key  West,  a  new  supply  of  the*new  ammunition.  I  have  forgotten 
whether  it  was  our  complete  supply.  It  came  at  a  time  when  I  waa 
exceedingly  busy,  looking  forward  to  coming  to  Havana. 

(Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwright  here  entered  the  court.) 

The  Witness.  I  know  we  had  6,0(M)  rounds  before  we  got  the  last 
supply.  Mr.  Holman  could  state  the  exact  amount  of  that.  Although 
we  had  had  target  firing  after  this  letter  was  written,  we  had  practically 
filled  up  again  on  going  to  Norfolk  the  last  time;  so  that  I  take  it, 
except  perhaps  in  regard  to  stuff  stowed  in  the  G-inch  reserve  magazine 
forward  and  in  the  fixed  ammunition  room  forward,  at  the  time  of  the 
explosion  the  state  of  things  was  practically  as  shown  in  that  letter. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  the  additional  charges  for  the  new  rifle 
were  stowed  when  they  were  received  on  board ;  in  the  forward  or  in 
the  after  fixed  ammunition  roomf 

A.  My  impression  is  that  they  were  stowed  forward. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  changes  in  the  0-inch  reserve  magazine,  and 
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lien  yoa  spoke  of  saluting.    The  cltanges  yon  refer  to  apply  to  saluting 
iowderf 

I  A.  Chiefly ;  but  I  have  also  understood  that  there  was  very  little  left 
1  that  magazine.  It  was  probably  pat  in  other  places — iu  the  regular 
finch. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  the  last  changes  were  made  in  your  mag- 
feiues,  taking  powder  out  of  the  reserve  aud  stowing  them  iu  the  reg- 

magazines  f 
A.  No;  I  do  not  remember.    It  was  probably  referred  to  me  at  the 
e.    It  undoubtedtly  was,  but  I  can  not  now  recall.    I  suppose  three 
nths  ago  I  visited  all  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms,  personally,  aud 
pected  them,  going  over  every  one  and  examiuing  them  in  detail, 
1 1  have  not  the  happy  faculty  of  remembering  details  and  figures. 
Q.  In  a  part  of  your  letter  here,  you  speak  of  the  after  torpedo  head 
d  fixed-ammunition  room.    Are  those  one  compartment  f 
A.  No. 
Q.  The  torpedo  heads  are  stowed  in  a  difierent  compartment  from 

fixed  ammunition  f 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Forward  of  it! 
A.  Yes;  it  is  forward  of  it 

;Q.  When  you  wrote  this  letter  you  gave  a  statement  of  all  the 
munition  that  was  in  the  difierent  compartments,  aud  there  is  no 
ment  of  high  explosives  or  gun  cotton,  or  detonators,  or  any  other 
terial  which  the  regulations  prohibit  from  being  in  magazines  and 
11  rooms.  None  of  that  material  is  mentioned  in  this  letter.  In 
t  respect  the  letter  is  correct  f 
.  The  letter  is  correct. 

.  Was  that  also  the  state  of  afi'airs  iu  regard  to  such  material  on 
day  of  the  explosion  f 
It  was. 

•  You  are  quite  certain  that  no  torpedo  warhead  was  fitted  to  a 
o  on  board  the  Maine  the  day  of  the  explosion  f 

•  I  am  certain  I  gave  no  order  to  fit  them,  and  it  was  well  known 
he  executive  oflicer  that  I  did  not  intend  to  fit  them. 
.  Did  you  enter  the  harbor  of  Havana  with  a  torpedo  warhead 

t 
No. 

By  the  CouBT : 

Did  you,  at  any  time  subsequent  to  your  entry  of  the  harbor,  have 
warheads  on  any  of  the  torpedoes  f 
..  The  warheads  have  not  been  disturbed  in  any  resi>ect  since  I  have 

command  of  the  ship, 

le  testimony  of  the  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him  by  the 
lographer,  and  by  him  pronounced  correct. 

le  witness  then  left  the  witness  stand  and  resumed  his  seat  in  the 
room. 

iieut.  Commander  Biohabd  Wainweight,  U.  8.  Navy,  a  witness 

retofore  examined,  resumed  the  witness  stand,  and  was  cautioned  by 

president  that  the  oath  previously  taken  by  him  was  still  binding. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

I  believe,  Mr.  Wainwright,  that  you  were  on  board  the  Maine  aD 
time  during  her  last  stay  iu  Havana  f 
Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Were  yon  on  board  the  whole  day  on  tl)e  evening  of  which  the 
e;c  plosion  occnrredf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  yon  certain  that  no  warheads  were  fitted  to  the  torpedoes  of 
the  Maine  on  that  dayf 

A.  I  am  positive  of  it.  Itconld  not  have  been  done  without  my  see 
ing  it.  I  knew  what  work  was  going  on  on  the  torpedoes,  always.  1 
took  a  special  interest  in  them  and  consulted  frequently  with  the  oflicer 
in  charge  of  the  division.  The  Captain  has  ordered  us  not  to  pat  tbe 
warheads  on.  I  mentioned  the  subject  of  the  warheads  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  least  twice,  and  both  times  he  told  me  not  to  do  so. 

Q.  Had  the  warheads  ever  been  fitted  to  the  torpedoes  at  any  time 
while  you  were  executive  officer  of  the  Maine? 

A.  They  had  not. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  there  was  any  large  transfer  of  ammuni- 
tion from  one  magazine  into  another  on  board  the  Maine? 

A.  None  during  my  stay  on  board,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Then  you  do  not  believe  that  any  large  amount  of  6-inch  charges 
had  been  taken  out  of  the  reserve  Ginch  magazine  and  sent  to  the 
others f 

A.  I  should  say  not,  during  the  two  months  and  over  I  was  on 
board. 

Q.  As  you  were  on  board  the  Maine  during  her  last  stay  in  Havana, 
and  were  frequently  on  deck,  did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  the  ship  was 
almost  always  swinging  in  any  certain  directionf 

A.  A  large  portion  of  the  time  the  wind  was  to  the  eastward,  and  we 
always  swung  to  the  wind,  generally  a  little  to  the  southward  of  east^ 
as  I  remember  now,  though  I  am  not  positive  about  the  points  of  the 
compass.    We  generally  pointed  to  the  eastern  shore. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  that  the  way  she  swung  at  the  time  she  blew 
up  was  an  unusual  way  for  her  to  swingf 

A.  I  never  remember  her  swinging  in  that  direction — remaining 
in  that  direction — for  any  length  of  time.  She  probably  swung  past 
that  direction  several  times,  but  not  to  remain  in  that  direction  for  any 
length  of  time. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  testify  whether  she  was  heading  in  that  directicm 
for  any  length  of  time  previous  to  the  explosion  f 

A.  Not  in  the  absolute  direction  she  is  now;  but  after  the  usoal 
morning  drill,  I  directed  the  officer  of  the  deck  to  get  up  the  gallery 
target  and  rifle.  They  placed  that  always  on  the  starboard  turret, 
forward.  Therefore  we  would  have  to  fire  in  the  direction  of  the  keel 
The  officer  of  the  deck,  after  some  little  time  had  elapsed,  said  that  we 
were  swinging  in  the  general  direction  of  the  Alfonso  and  the  other 
Spanish  vessel.  He  asked  me  if  it  was  safe  to  fire,  and  I  told  him  not 
to  fire.  I  thought  it  was  safe,  but  I  considered  it  better  not  to  fire  in 
the  direction  of  those  ships.  We  held  that  general  direction,  which 
was  quite  as  much  toward  the  shore  as  we  were  afterwards,  but  more 
to  the  westward  than  usual,  but  not  as  much  as  she  was  when  she 
went  down.  As  far  as  I  can  remember,  she  was  heading  in  the  general 
direction  in  which  she  went  down  when  the  City  of  Washington  came 
in,  and  remained  about  in  that  direction  up  to  the  time  of  tbe  explosion. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  us  how  the  City  of  Washington  was  lying  at  the 
time  of  the  explosion,  in  regard  to  the  Maine  ? 

A.  She  was  on  the  port  quarter  of  the  Maine^  at  a  distance  of  about 
400  feet,  I  should  say.  I  thought  she  was  too  close  to  swing  properly, 
only  I  knew  that  almost  every  vessel  followed  the  direction  of  the 
wind,  and  there  was  very  little  danger  of  fouling. 
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)•  Was  she  heading  in  the  same  ilirection  as  the  Maine? 
k.  The  same  general  direction — ^yes,  sir. 

rhere  being  no  farther  question  to  ask,  the  testimony  of  the  witness 

A  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  and  by  him  pronoanoed 

rrect. 

Che  witness  then  left  the  witness  stand  and  resumed  his  seat  in  the 

irtroom. 

Bnsign  PowsLSON  here  entered  the  court. 

Che  Judge- Advooatb.  Mr.  Powelson,  is  the  testimony  given  by 

1  yesterday,  as  recorded,  correct f 

i^nsign  PowELSON.  It  is,  with  the  exception  of  the  corrections  which 

ave  made. 

The  Judge- Adygoate.  Please  give  them  to  the  stenographer. 

Ensign  PoWELSON.  On  page  201,  in  the  ninth  line  from  the  bottom, 

le  inch"  should  read  ''  a  quarter  inch." 

hi  page  203,  in  the  thirteenth  linefh>m  the  bottom,  insert  *<  plating" 

ST  '*  bottom." 

^n  page  204,  in  line  10,  scratch  out  the  word  ^^at."    In  the  fourth 

i  from  the  bottom  insert  "are"  between  "and"  and  "about."    TBe 

iline  should  read  "wing  of  after  plating  and  the  starboard  wing  of 

rard  plating.    The  V  occurs  at  about  Arame  15." 

to  page  205,  in  the  eleventh  line  fh>m  the  bottom,  after  "but"  omit 

tything  down  to  the  sentence  commencing  in  the  next  line  with  "All 

w  sluice  valves." 

h  page  207,  in  the  ninth  line  from  the  bottom,  change  "calk"  to 

L." 

page  208,  in  the  ninth  line,  change  "main"  to  "berth."    In  the 
th  line  from  the  bottom  "eleven"  should  read  "  seventeen." 
Judge- Advgo ATE.  Is  your  testimony  as  now  amended  correct f 
dgn  PowBLSON.  Yes,  sir. 

[gn  PowELSON,  U.  S.  Navy,  resumed  the  witness  stand,  and  was 
med  by  the  president  that  the  oath  previously  taken  by  him  was 
unding. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advooate  : 

jSince  you  gave  your  testimony  yesterday,  have  you  received  a 

|of  specifications  of  the  Maine? 

il  have;  yes,  sir. 

(Have  you  done  anything  toward  verifying  your  testimony  by 

»k  in  regard  to  the  thickness  of  the  plates  that  you  referred  to 

testimony  f 

do  not  think  I  mentioned  the  thickness  of  any  plates  in  my  tes- 

But  by  reading  the  book  and  seeing  the  thickness  of  the  plates 
m  tell  whether  you  are  sure  in  your  surmises. 
~  have  looked  over  the  drawings  again  with  reference  to  what  I 
my  last  testimony.  The  only  plates  to  which  I  couhl  refer  for 
^ess  would  be  those  of  the  protective  deck.  Those  that  I  meas- 
rere  1  inch  in  thickness. 

JBy  theCouBT: 

»uble  plating  f 

double  plating,  each  1  inch  in  thickness.    (After  examination  of 
Forty  pounds  i>er  square  foot.    That  is,  1  inch  plating. 
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Q.  Yon  spoke  of  a  plate  which  had  green  paint  on  it.  Did  yon  verify 
the  thickness  of  that  with  what  you  testified  to  by  the  specifications f 

A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  I  wonld  like  to  say  to  the  conrt  that  Mr. 
Powelson  has  some  additioual  testimony  to  give.    All  this  forenoon     ^ 
he  has  worked  in  unison  with  the  diver,  and  the  diver  has  made  expla- 
nations to  him  which  it  wonld  be  impossible,  so  it  is  thought  by  Mr. 
Wainwright,  who  is  in  charge  of  that  work,  to  give  to  the  court  intel- 
ligibly by  the  diver.  I  would  request  that  the  diver,  Olsen,  be  admitted 
to  the  court  room  while  Mr.  Powelson  gives  his  testimony,  in  order  to     ' 
correct  him  in  anything  he  might  not  state  correctly,  and  in  that  way 
we  will  get  the  testimony  of  the  two  men  who  worked  together  at  the    ^ 
same  time. 

Permission  was  granted,  and  Onnner's  Mate  Olsen  entered  the  conrt 
and  was  warned  by  the  president  that  the  oath  previously  taken  by     ~ 
him  was  still  binding 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  :  - 

Q.  Olsen,  Mr.  Powelson  is  going  to  give  testimony  in  regard  to  year    ^^ 
work  and  Ids  work  this  morning.    You  reported  to  him,  and  he  has  pnt 
the  work  together,  and  is  going  to  testify.    If  he  says  anything  at  all    ^ 
which  is  not  exactly  according  to  your  recollection,  you  must  at  once    « 
state  it  and  correct  him. 

A.  All  right,  sir. 

.^ 

The  examination  of  Ensign  Powelson  was  then  resumed. 

Examined  by  the  Judge-Adtocate  : 

Q.  Mr.  Powelson,  we  are  now  ready  for  your  additional  testimony.  ^ 

A.  On  February  26,  to-day,  at  10  a.  m..  Diver  Olsen  reported  to  me  ^ 

on  coming  up  from  below  that  he  had  followed  the  forward  and  after  ^ 
wings  of  the  V-shape  made  by  the  bottom  plating  at  ^ame  17.    He 

said  on  the  forward  wing  of  the  V  the  plates  ran  down  on  a  very  steep  ^ 
slant,  and  then  turned  under  and  out  under  the  starboard  side.    That 

just  above  where  the  plates  turned  to  go  under  the  starboard  side  he  ^ 
found  two  dents,  as  if  the  plating  heA  been  bulged  in  between  the 

frames  from  outside  in.  _ 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  How  big  were  those  f  ^ 

A.  He  reported  to  me  in  this  way:  He  held  up  his  hands  at  a  die*  ^ 
tance  which  I  measured  with  a  ruler.  He  said  they  were  about  2)  -^ 
feet  long  and  bulged  in  about  6  inches,  if  I  remember  correctly.  He  ^ 
then  went  down  again,  and  came  to  the  surface  at  11  o'clock.  I  asked  ^ 
him  what  he  saw,  and  he  said:  ^'I  think  I  have  found  the  flat  keeL" 
I  asked  him  what  reasons  he  had  for  thinking  this.  Then  he  made  me  * 
a  sketch  in  the  notebook  which  I  have  in  my  hand.  This  sketch  is  ^ 
approximately  the  shape  of  the  section  at  about  frame  10  or  11.  ^^■ 

(The  sketch  referred  to  by  the  witness  was  shown  to  the  court)  — 

On  this  sketch  he  has  correctly  arranged  the  garboard  strake,  show-  ^  ^ 
ing  that  his  idea  ot  the  construction  was  correct  He  re]K)rted  that  the  *^ 
keel  was  sloping  downward  about  45  degrees  and  to  port,  with  the  '  - 
after  part  of  the  keep  uppermost.  I  then  asked  him  to  describe  to  me 
the  method  in  which  he  managed  to  reach  the  keel,  as  the  V  formed  by  v 
the  bottom  plating  at  frame  17  spread  out  at  the  water  line.  He  toM  '^ 
me  that  after  going  down  some  distance  under  the  water,  these  two  ^'- 
wings  of  the  bottom  plating  again  converged,  so  that  he  was  able  to  pot  jis 
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bis  feet  against  one  wing  and  his  back  against  the  other  and  support 
himself.    There  was  nothing  to  stand  on  below.    He  said  he  put  his 
back  against  the  after  wing  and  his  feet  against  the  forward  wing  and 
worked  himself  from  port  to  starboard.    He  drew  a  sketch  to  illustrate 
to  me  the  manner  in  which  he  did  it 
(The  sketch  referred  to  by  the  witness  was  shown  to  the  court.) 
The  Witness.  He  felt  along  the  forward  wing  with  his  right  hand, 
wedging  himself  between  the  forward  and  after  wings.    With  his  right 
hand  he  felt  an  angle  in  the  plate.    He  ran  his  hand  along  it,  and 
found  on  the  other  side  of  the  angle  a  flat  piece  of  plate.    He  ran  his 
hand  along  a  little  farther^  and  found  another  angle.    Ho  ran  his  arm 
around  the  angle,  and  up,  until  he  found  the  edge  of  the  plate,  which 
he  described  by  a  measurement  I  took  between  his  hands  as  he  held 
them  up,  as  being  about  10  inches.    He  said  the  flat  plate  was  about 
16  inches  in  width  between  the  two  angles  to  which  I  have  referred.    1 
took  this  measurement  with  a  ruler,  Olsen  holding  up  his  hands.   Then 
he  told  me  that  he  reached  around  to  feel  still  farther,  and  in  doing  so 
lost  his  balance  and  fell  down.    I  asked  him  if  he  struck  bottom.    He 
said  that  he  did  not;  that  he  brought  up  on  the  life  line.    He  then 
signaled  to  the  attendant  on  the  scow  to  pull  him  up.    He  told  me 
that  the  plate  next  to  the  point  which  he  had  just  felt  when  he  fell  over — 
as  I  took  it,  the  starboard  edge  of  the  outer  fiat  keel  plate — was  lapi)ed 
under  the  keel  plate,  which  is  the  construction  with  the  garboard 
strake.    I  then  asked  him  if  he  had  explored  any  of  the  after  wing  of 
the  V.    He  told  me  that  he  had.    He  told  me  that  he  had  found  a  semi- 
circular hole  about  two  feet  in  diameter,  with  rivet  holes  all  around  it. 
I  asked  him  about  how  far  on  this  plating  that  semicircular  hole  was 
from  the  top  of  the  V  made  by  the  bottom  plating.    He  told  me  it  was 
about  20  feet.    I  asked  him  whether  the  edge  of  the  ])late  at  which  he 
foand  this  semicircular  hole  was  the  natural  edge,  with  rivet  holes,  or 
whether  it  presented  a  jagged  appearance.    He  told  me  that  the  plate 
at  this  point  presented  a  jagged  appearance,  as  if  it  had  been  torn. 
He  also  told  me  that  a  crack  had  extended  from  the  bottom  edge  of  the 
semicircular  hole  to  a  distance  of  about  8  inches,  and  that  the  plates 
about  this  hole  were  bent  away  from  the  green  side  of  the  ])lating.    He 
told  me  that  he  followed  the  after  wing  still  farther,  and  at  a  point 
about  25  feet  from  the  angle  of  the  V  he  found  a  plate  about  2  feet  6 
iDches  in  width,  from  a  measurement  I  took  from  his  hands  as  he  indi 
cated  the  width,  and  that  this  plate  was  at  right  angles  to  the  inside 
plating  and  at  right  angles  to  the  edge  of  the  plating.    He  told  me 
that  this  plate  had  a  round  hole  cut  in  it.    I  then  asked  him  to  be  par- 
ticular about  the  direction  in  which  he  found  the  keel.    I  drew  a  sketch, 
indicating  a  direction  upward  and  a  direction  to  port  and  a  direction 
to  starboard,  and  I  asked  him  to  draw  upon  this  sketch  a  direction  of 
the  keel  looking  from  aft  forward.    He  did  so,  and  this  is  the  sketch. 
(The  sketch  above  referred  to  by  the  witness  was  shown  to  the  court.) 
The  WiTNSSS.  The  line  sloped  about  65  degrees  below  the  horizontal 
down  and  to  port.    I  then  made  another  sketch  indicating  forward,  aft, 
starb<»rd,  and  i)ort,  and  I  asked  him  to  draw  the  position  of  the  keel 
U()on  this  sketch,  looking  down  upon  it.    This  is  the  sketch  that  he 
drew  me. 
(The  sketch  above  referred  to  by  the  witness  was  shown  to  the  court) 
The  Witness:  That  shows  a  line  from  port  to  starboard,  the  port 
end  about  80  degrees  in  azimuth  from  a  head.    He  told  mo  that  the 
highest  point  of  this  keel  was  the  starboard  part.    The  point  where  he 
found  the  keel,  he  told  me,  was  about  20  feet  under  water.    I  asked 
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him  why  he  did  not  follow  the  keel  lip  farther,  and  he  told  me  that  the 
platings  between  which  he  was  wedged  opened  out  so  that  he  had 
nothing  to  support  him.  I  asked  him  if  he  could  see  any  more  of  the 
keel  above,  and  he  said  he  could  see  the  keel  for  5  feet.  I  asked  him 
if  the  keel  ended  there,  and  he  said  no,  it  continued  still  farther.  He 
then  told  me  that  the  general  direction  of  the  keel  was  parallel  to  the 
upper  edge  of  the  forward  wing  of  the  V-shaped  plating  at  frame  17. 
This  is  what  it  should  be,  by  a  deduction  from  the  appearance  of  the 
plating  ai>ove.  When  I  got  on  board  the  Fern  I  showed  Olseu  a  plan 
of  the  ship,  having  sections  at  frame  6  and  at  frame  16.  I  pointed  to 
the  frame  at  16,  and  I  asked  him  if  the  angle  he  felt  was  as  great  as  that 
at  frame  16  on  the  plan.  He  told  me  that  the  angle  was  not.  I  am 
now  referring  to  the  angle  made  by  the  flat  plate  of  the  keel  and  the 
plating  on  the  x>ort  side. 

I  then  i)oiuted  to  frame  6,  and  I  asked  him  if  the  angle  he  saw  was 
as  sharp  as  that  at  frame  6.  He  told  me  that  it  was  not.  This,  then, 
would  make  the  point  at  which  it  found  the  keel,  according  to  his  state- 
ment, somewhere  between  frame  16  and  frame  6.  Now,  frame  17  is  at 
the  water's  edge,  and  as  he  went  down  on  the  forward  wing  of  the 
V-plating,  he  went  forward,  as  the  ship  was  in  its  original  position.  He 
says  he  went  down  20  feet.  This  would  put  him,  as  the  frame  spacing 
here  is  3  teet  6  inches,  about  six  frame  spaces,  or  he  was  at  that  time 
at  about  frame  10,  which  checks  up  very  well  with  his  statement  as  to 
the  angles  at  frame  16  and  frame  6.  On  the  plan  of  the  inner-bottom 
drainage  system,  I  find  there  is  an  opening  in  the  ship's  side  for  sea 
suction  along  the  edge  of  the  plating  where  Olsen  said  he  found  it,  and 
at  a  distance  of  21  feet  from  the  angle  of  the  V.  Olsen  told  me  that  he 
found  it  at  20  feet,  which  agrees  very  closely. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  That  is,  in  which  direction  f 
A.  Along  the  edge  of  the  plating. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Are  you  now  through  with  what  Olsen  told  you  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  through  with  what  Olsen  told  me. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  I  ask  that  Olsen  be  directed  to  withdraw, 
and  to  stand  by  for  recall. 

Gunner^s  Mate  Olsen  then  withdrew,  after  being  directed  to  stand  by 
for  rec:i  11,  and  cautioned  not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to 
the  inquiry. 

The  witness  Powelson  then  produced  the  drainage  plans,  and  testified 
as  follows: 

At  frame  18,  the  second  longitudinal,  is  where  I  found  the  sloioe 
valve.  Olsen  testified  that  at  about  20  feet  from  the  sluice  valve 
he  found  an  opening  in  the  ship's  side.  The  sea  suction  in  compartment 
A-10  follows  the  direction  taken  by  Olsen,  and  is  situated  about  21 
feet  from  the  sluice  valve,  which  checks  up  very  well.  1  found  some 
boarding  forward  of  frame  17.  This  boarding  was  originally  horizontal, 
and  next  the  ship's  side,  under  the  pieces  of  the  protective  deck  to 
which  1  have  already  referred,  and  of  which  I  have  made  a  sketch. 
These  boards  are  now  in  an  almost  vertical  position,  and  the  plating  is 
now  away  from  the  after  end  of  these  boards  in  a  plane  almost  at  right 
angles  to  them.  If  you  consider  the  section  of  the  ship  between  frames 
18  and  13,  and  consider  that  the  part  of  the  bottom  plating  between 
frame  18  and  frame  15  is  bent  ont  at  a  right  angle,  and  then  that  the 
whole  section  is  turned  forward  through  90^,  you  will  picture  the 
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positioii  in  which  the  plates  are  now  found.  This  plating  could  either 
have  been  shoved  out  from  the  after  side  or  it  could  have  been  pushed 
in  from  the  forward  side.  The  only  indication  as  to  how  this  was  done 
18  the  wooden  boarding.  If  the  after  part  of  the  ]>latiiig  had  been 
poshed  out  from  the  inside,  the  boarding  would  have  broken  at  the 
V  which  the  plates  make.  If  the  forward  part  of  the  plating  had 
been  pushed  in,  the  boards  would  have  been  pulled  away  from  the  after 
plating,  as  is  the  case  with  the  plates  now.  In  other  words,  the  side  uf 
the  ship  between  frames  13  and  18  has  two  Vs.  Frame  17  has  been 
pushed  in,  forming  a  V  from  a  point  4  feet  above  the  second  longitudi- 
nal downward.  The  plating  has  been  pushed  in  at  about  frame  15, 
from  a  point  4  feet  above  the  second  longitudinsd  forward. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

Q.  All  you  have  told  us  relates  to  the  part  of  the  ship  between 
frames  18  and  24  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  from  frames  13  to  24.  I  sent  the  diver  down,  and 
he  found  where  that  piece  of  protective  deck  is  fast  to  the  outside  plat- 
ing.  He  found  that,  and  when  it  got  down  there  by  the  protective 
deck  a  lot  of  cellulose  came  up,  showing  he  was  walking  in  the  cellu- 
lose compartment. 

Q.  That  piece  of  plating  is  fastened  to  the  starboard  side  of  the 
ship,  is  itT 

A.  The  port  side.    You  can  see  it,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  no  hole  in  the  outside  plating  at  that  point  f 

A.  It  is  torn.    I  do  not  know  where  the  rest  of  it  is. 

Q.  Was  he  able  to  follow  the  after  side  of  the  Y  until  he  came  to  the 
eodof  thatt 

A.  The  forward  side  of  the  Y  took  him  right  up  toward  the  water- 
ways of  the  spar  deck,  where  that  Y  is  turned.  It  starts  down  and  is 
broken  ofi'.  All  that  yon  can  see  going  along  horizontally  is  fastened 
to  the  deck.  Be  followed  the  forward  wing,  and  went  around  down  in 
under  the  ship,  and  the  keel  is  fast  to  the  forward  wing. 

By  the  Judob- Advocate: 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Maine  and  the  drawings  of  the  Mainc^ 
how  do  you  look  upon  the  information  that  diver  Olseu  gave  youf 

A.  I  think  it  is  extremely  accurate. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Shall  I  ask  the  witness  what  deduction  he 
derives  from  all  this? 

The  Coubt.  Yes;  you  can. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  What  do  yon  deduce  from  this  information  received  from  the  diver 
this  forenoon,  together  with  such  information  as  you  had  before! 

A.  I  think  that  an  explosion  occurred  on  the  port  side  somewhere 
about  frame  18,  center  of  impact. 

Q.  Would  you  put  18  as  the  center  of  impact  f  Because  it  seems  to 
me  that  has  to  be  taken  in  connection  with  other  injuries. 

A.  Frame  18  was  the  watertight  bulkhead,  and  consequently  was 
stronger  than  frame  16.  The  ship  yielded  at  17,  and  also  yielded  at 
15.    It  is  pretty  hard  to  say  where  it  came.    Frame  15  was  blown  in. 

Q.  You  see  everything  at  frame  26  is  gone? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  nothing  there.  I  should  say,  then,  between 
frames  16  and  18  was  the  center  of  impact,  and  that  this  was  under  the 
ship,  a  little  on  the  port  side. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  keelf 
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A.  Frame  17  is  broken  off  at  the  third  longitudinal,  approximately, 
80  that  I  should  say  the  distance  ftom  the  keel  would  be  15  feet  iu  a 
horizontal  line. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  How  high  np  would  that  be,  up  the  ship's  side  from  the  keelf 

A.  That  point  of  the  ship's  side  is  about  10  feet  above  the  plane  ot 
the  keel. 

Q.  Ten  vertical  feet! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  the  immense  damage  done  abreast  of  the 
reserve  magazine,  where  there  is  nothing  left,  whereas  between  firames 
16  and  18  you  have  found  damaged  plates  f 

A.  My  idea  is  that  after  the  ship  was  raised  up  at  frame  18,  the 
magazines,  one  or  all  of  them,  after  that  were  exploded,  for  some  pow- 
der tanks  that  I  have  seen  I  think  were  exploded,  while  others  I  have 
seen  were  not  exploded.  I  saw  a  coffee  can  that  was  brought  up  this 
morning  which  was  about  as  badly  battered  as  most  of  the  powder 
cases  that  came  up.    It  looked  in  very  much  the  same  condition. 

Q.  When  you  say  some  of  the  powder  tanks  had,  in  your  opinion, 
exploded,  and  some  had  not,  do  you  refer  to  6-inch  tanks  only  or  to  10- 
inch  tanks  alsof 

A.  I  refer  to  both,  as  I  have  seen  a  6-inch  tank  that  was  very  little 
ripped  open,  and  I  saw  one  this  morning  that  had  been  first  opened 
and  flattened  out,  with  evidences  of  burnt  powder  upon  it.  I  saw  one 
lO'inch  tank  that  was  scarcely  battered  at  all,  and  only  the  head  of  it 
gone.  I  also  saw  10-inch  tanks  with  the  packing,  which  looked  like 
excelsior,  unburnt;  so  that,  in  my  opinion,  some  but  not  all  of  the  10- 
inch  and  6-inch  charges  were  exploded. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  how  many  tanks  were  brought  up  this  morning f 

A.  The  divers  started  getting  tanks  so  late  iu  the  forenoon  that  they 
did  not  get  many.    I  think  probably  four  or  five. 

Q.  And  of  these  how  many  were  exploded  and  how  many  were  notf 

A.  I  did  not  see  all  of  them.  The  only  one  I  remember  distinctly 
was  the  one  to  which  I  have  referred,  which  was  exploded  and  burst 
out,  so  that  the  case  formed  almost  a  plane  surface. 

Q.  You  say  one  had  the  head  gone.    Did  you  see  that  one? 

A.  I  saw  the  10-inch  tank  with  the  head  gone.  That  was  not  brought 
up  this  morning.  It  had  preserved  its  proximate  shape,  and  did  not 
look  much  more  damaged  than  if  it  had  been  dropped  or  rolled  down 
the  staircase. 

Q.  Had  the  head  of  the  cylinder  been  torn  offf 

A.  The  head  of  the  cylinder  was  a  removable  head.  The  fastenings 
were  still  there. 

Q.  Who  could  give  testimony  about  the  tanks  brought  up  to-day  f 

A.  Ensign  Brumby  or  Gunner  Morgan. 

By  the  Oouet  : 

Q.  I  suppose  you  saw  the  10  inch  full  tank  that  was  recovered  some 
days  ago,  did  youf 

A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  that  tank,  but  I  was  told  by  the  officer  ot 
the  deck  of  the  Fern  that  such  tank  had  been  recovered,  and  was  now 
in  the  magazine  of  the  Fern. 

Q.  Do  you  suppose  you  could  make  a  perspective  sketch  of  the  dif* 
erent  parts  of  the  ship  as  you  understand  them  to  exist  at  present? 

A.  Ko,  sir;  I  tried,  but  I  have  no  talent  at  aU  for  perspective  draw- 
ing.   I  tried  to  do  it. 
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Q.  We  would  not  expect  a  finished  drawing,  bat  I  think  you  under- 
stand it  better  than  anybody  else. 

A.  I  could  try  to  do  it,  sir. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  immediately,  but  puttiug  together  the  sketches 
which  you  have  obtained  from  time  to  time,  so  that  if  the  board  should 
return  at  some  future  day  you  might  be  able  to  give  us  a  drawing 
which  would  show  the  present  condition  of  the  bottom  of  the  shipt 

A.  I  think  I  can  get  someone  who  does  perspective  drawing,  tell  him 
jnsi  what  I  want,  and  have  him  make  it.  I  could  tell  whether  it  is 
correct  or  not  when  I  see  it,  although  I  can  not  make  it  myself. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  you  do  not  think  that  this  same  means 
carried  away  the  body  of  the  ship  just  forward  of  frame  26,  that  is,  the 
forward  part  of  the  reserve  6-inch  magazine,  and  produced  the  distor- 
tion that  we  have  been  discussing f 

A.  That  question,  sir,  is  rather  a  difficult  one,  because  it  brings  in  so 
much  conjecture.  If  anything  definite  were  known  about  the  amount 
Gi  powder  that  was  under  the  ship 

Q.  Or  what  shape  it  was  inf 

A.  Or  what  shape  it  was  in,  you  might  draw  some  conclusion. 

Q.  Is  it  not  likely  that  if  there  is  a  large  hole  in  the  ship  abaft  the 
point  we  have  been  discussing,  say  frame  18,  and  also  if  there  were  a 
large  hole  driven  up  through  the  ship  at  frame  26,  is  it  not  likely  that 
that  same  force  would  be  the  force  that  lifted  and  distorted  the  ship  at 
frame  18,  25  or  30  feet  awayf 

A.  I  think  a  very  heavy  explosion  farther  aft  than  frame  18 — as  the 
ship  was  much  weaker  forward  of  frame  24  than  aft — such  an  explo- 
sion of  the  forward  body  could  have  been  produced  by  a  force  farthei 
aft 

Q.  It  is  only  a  question  of  the  area  of  the  effect  of  the  explosion.  It 
is  not  likely  there  were  two  outside  forces. 

The  Pbesident.  No;  but  suppose  it  were  a  mine,  and  if  it  were  cir- 
cular or  spherical  and  placed  in  a  certain  position,  say  10  or  15  feet 
from  the  keel,  then  the  center  of  effort  and  the  destruction  produced 
wonld  be  around  the  center,  and  it  would  be  circular;  but  if  it  were 
a  cylinder  and,  instead  of  being  parallel  to  the  keel,  it  inclined  from, 
say.  frame  26,  where  it  approached  the  keel,  outward — not  parallel  to  the 
keel,  but  crosswise  across  the  bottom  of  the  ship — then  the  destruction 
woald  be  greatest  at  the  after  end. 

A.  That  is  such  a  difficult  question  that  1  think  I  would  rather  not 
answer. 

By  the  Cotjbt  : 

Q.  Then  I  think  I  would  not  say  definitely  that  it  was  at  that  par* 
tacalar  place. 

The  Pbesldekt.  Yes;  he  is  basing  his  opinion  now  on  what  he  hiia 
Been.  When  you  come  to  take  in  the  big  hole,  as  we  imagine  it  to  be, 
tbat  may  have  been  produced  by  still  another  mine. 

Q.  It  was  only  with  reference  to  the  question  of  fixing  it  definitely 
that  I  asked  the  question. 

A.  On  the  bottom  forward,  where  that  frame  was  thrown  up,  it  would 
Beem  to  me  the  force  was  communicated  some  distance  through  the 
water,  because  this  thing  was  lifted  up  instead  of  being  battered  in. 
It  was  a  force  that  was  cushioned  in  some  way,  because  the  diver  tells 
loe  there  was  a  bulge  in  plates  between  the  two  frames,  and  such  a 
force  as  that  would  be  a  cushion  pressure.  So.  the  plates  not  having 
been  broken  in,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  this  explosion  may  have 
oeeorred  aft,  and  the  frames  forward  of  the  transverse  armor  being 
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weaker  than  they  are  aft,  the  ship  might  have  been  lifted  ap  there  by 
this  cushion  pressure  from  farther  aft. 

Q.  You  h^ve  never  been  down  in  a  diving  suit,  have  yoaf 

A.  No,  sir;  I  never  have.  It  struck  me,  as  I  was  looking  at  it,  that 
the  mine  there  could  not  have  been  very  close  to  those  plates  that  were 
lifted  up,  because,  as  I  say,  the  plates  are  not  so  much  damaged  as 
bent  in  tlie  form  of  a  V  and  raised  up  a  vertical  distance.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  mine  was  somewhat  removed,  and  tlie  pressure  came  through 
the  water,  which  produced  that  cushioned  sort  of  pressure. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him  by  the  ste- 
nographer, and  by  him  pronounced  correct. 

The  witness  then  desired  to  a<ld  the  following  testimony: 

I  desire  to  amend  my  answer  as  to  the  center  of  impact  of  the  expk>- 
sion.  Not  being  in  possession  of  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
bottom  plating  aft  of  frame  18, 1  based  my  answer  entirely  upon  what 
I  ha<l  seen  above  water.  If  the  bottom  plating  aft  of  frame  18  is  in  a 
broken  condition  from  outside  in,  I  should  say  that  an  explosion  at  this 
I)oint  couJd  very  easily  have  produced,  by  lifting  that  part  of  the  ship, 
the  corrugated  appearance  which  the  forward  body  at  frames  18  and  15 
now  presents. 

The  additional  testimony  was  then  read  over  by  the  stenographer  to 
the  witness,  and  by  him  pronounced  correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  relating  to  the  inquiry. 

Gunner's  Mate  Olsen  was  then  called  before  the  court  and  warned 
by  the  president  that  the  oath  previously  taken  by  him  was  still  binding. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  You  have  heard  the  statements  made  by  Mr.  Powelsou  before  this 
court  in  your  presence.    Are  they  correct  in  every  way! 

A.  Yes;  they  are  correct. 

Q.  All  the  statements  that  he  told  the  court  you  had  made  to  hun— 
are  they  quoted  correctly  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him  by  the 
stenographer,  and  by  him  pronounced  correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  relating  to  the  inquiry. 

The  court  then  (at  5.15  o'clock  p.  m.)  adjourned  to  meet  at  Key  West^ 
Fla.,  Monday,  February  28,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


U.  S.  CouRT-HousE,  Key  West,  Fla., 
^:  Monday^  February  28^  1898^-10  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  Saturday,  which  adjoum* 
ment  took  place  on  board  the  Mangrove^  in  the  harbor  of  Havana.  Tbe 
court  reconvened  in  the  United  States  court-house  at  Key  West,  Fhu 

Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge- advocate,  and  the 
stenographer. 

Captain  Sigsbee,  who  remained  in  Havana,  informed  tbe  judge- 
ad  vociite  that  he  would  waive  the  right  to  be  present  during  the  ses- 
sions of  the  court,  provided  the  judge-advocate  would  inform  him  in 
case  he  considered  Captain  Sigsbee's  presence  necessary  for  his  interests 
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Xo  Other  officer  desired  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  except  Lieaten- 
aDt-CommaDder  Wainwright,  who  is  also  in  Havana,  and  who  desired 
to  be  present  only  when  the  testimony  of  the  divers  is  being  taken. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  Saturday,  the  sixth  day  of  the' 
inquiry,  was  read  and  approved. 

Lient  John  J.  Blandin,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  before 
the  court,  and  was  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  stale  your  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  yon  are  attached 
at  present. 

A.  Lieat.  John  J.  Blandin,  U.  8.  Navy,  attached  to  the  U.  8. 8.  Maine. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  attached  to  the  Maine  before  her  destruction  f 

A.  Since  the  2<)th  of  June,  1897. 

Q.  What  daty  did  you  perform  during  that  timef 

A.  Watch  and  division  officer. 

Q.  What  division  did  you  havef 

A.  The  fourth  division. 

Q.  Is  that  the  after  division  of  the  shipf 

A.  That  was  the  after  division  of  the  ship. 

Q.  While  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  were  you  doing  the  duty  of  an 
oiBcer  of  the  deck  ! 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  special  orders  that  were  issued  by  the  com- 
manding officer  while  in  Havana  in  order  to  guard  the  ship  more 
securely  than  at  any  other  place  f 

A.  The  quarter  watch  was  on  watch  all  night.  Small-arm  ammuni- 
tion was  placed  in  the  belts  of  the  marines  and  of  the  quarter  watch  in 
the  gun  divisions,  one  hundred  rounds.  The  boxes  of  1  pounder  and 
6-pounder  ammunition  were  stored  in  the  cabin  pantry  (which  is  not 
ased  for  anything  else),  the  armory,  and  the  pilot  house.  Sentries  were 
posted  on  the  foiecastle  and  on  the  ]>oop,  with  cartridges  in  their  belts, 
bnt  with  orders  not  to  load  their  pieces  unless  ordered  by  an  officer. 
Orders  were  given  to  see  that  strict  watch  was  kept,  which  was  done. 
1  think  those  were  the  principal  precautions  taken. 

Q.  During  the  time  you  stood  watch  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  did 
you  ever  know  of  any  hostile  demonstration  afloat,  in  the  way  of  boats 
approaching  the  ship  that  had  to  be  warned  off  f 

A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  On  the  night  of  the  explosion  were  all  the  orders  that  you  have 
jost  named  faithfully  carried  ontt 

A.  They  were,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  your  duty  on  that  night  f 

A.  I  had  the  watch  from  8  until  12. 

Q.  P.m.! 

A.  P.  m. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  relieve  the  deckf 

A.  At  8  o'clock.    I  relieved  Lieutenant  Blow. 

Q.  Had  the  8  p.  m.  reports  been  made  when  you  took  the  deckf 

A.  They  were  being  made  when  I  was  relieving. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  madef 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Mr.  Blow  received  those  reports  f 

A.  The  first  lieutenant  received  them,  sir. 

Q.  The  reports  of  lights  and  fires.    Who  received  thosef 

S.  Doc.  207 8 
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A.  Those  reports  were  received  by  Naval  Oadet  Olaverins,  as  I 
remember,  just  as  I  was  relieving. 

Q.  What  was  Naval  Cadet  Glnverias  doing  theref 

A.  He  was  the  midshipman  who  had  two  deck  watches  under  Mr« 
Blow. 

Q.  Mr.  Blow  was  theref 

A.  Mr.  Blow  was  there,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  took  the  deck,  was  everything  reported  perfectly  secure 
to  yon,  and  the  ordinary  state  of  affairs f 

A.  Everything  was  perfectly  normal.    The  nsnal  reports  were  made. 

Q.  After  8  p.  m.  did  you  attend  to  your  duties  faithMly  as  an  officer 
of  the  deckf 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  court  fully  your  experience  of  the  explosion, 
giving  all  the  noises  you  heard,  all  the  shocks  you  felt,  and  everything 
you  can  tell  the  court  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

A.  After  the  third  quarter  watch  at  9  o'clock  was  piped  down,  I  was 
on  the  starboard  side  of  the  deck  walking  up  and  down.  I  looked  over 
the  side  and  then  went  over  to  the  port  side  and  took  a  look.  I  don't 
remember  seeing  any  boats  at  all  in  sight.  I  thought  at  the  time  the 
harbor  was  very  free  fh>m  boats.  I  thought  it  was  about  3  bells, 
and  I  walked  over  to  the  port  side  of  the  deck  just  abaft  the  after  turret 
Mr.  Hood  came  up  shortly  afterwards  and  was  talking  to  me  when  the 
explosion  occurred.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  there  were  two 
explosions,  though  I  could  not  be  sure  of  it.  Mr.  Hood  started  aft  to 
get  on  the  i>oop  to  lower  the  boats,  I  supxx)se,  and  I  followed  him. 
Something  struck  me  on  the  head.  My  cap  was  in  my  hand.  My  head 
was  slightly  cut  and  I  was  partially  knocked  over,  but  not  stunned.  I 
climbed  on  the  x)oop  and  went  on  the  starboard  side  and  found  Captain 
Sigsbee  there.  I  reported  to  him.  He  ordered  the  boats  lowered  at 
once  to  pick  up  any  of  the  wounded.  The  officers  very  rapidly  got  ou 
the  poop,  and  there  were  one  or  two  men  there,  but  very  few. 

The  barge  and  gig  were  lowered,  and  just  then  I  heard  a  man  crying 
out  down  on  the  quarter  deck.    I  went  to  the  ladder,  and  I  saw  Mr. 
Hood  trying  to  pull  a  ventilator  off  the  man's  legs.    He  was  lying  in 
the  wrecknge;  jammed  there.    The  water  then  was  not  deep.    I  went 
down  and  helped  Mr.  Hood  pull  this  ventilator  off  and  carri^  the  man 
on  the  poop,  with  the  help  of  Private  Loftus,  I  think  it  was.    It  was  a 
private  man.   Then  the  captain  told  Mr.  Wainwright  to  see  if  anything 
could  be  done  to  put  out  the  fire.    Mr.  Wainwright  went  forward  to 
the  middle  superstructure,  and  shortly  afterwaMs  came   back  and 
reported  to  the  captain  that  it  was  hopeless  to  try  to  do  anything. 
Then  in  a  very  few  moments  the  captain  decided  that  it  was  hopeless, 
and  gave  the  order  to  abandon  ship.    Boats  came  from  the  Alfonso 
Doce^  and  two  boats  from  the  City  of  Washingtony  and  those,  with  cor 
boats,  picked  up  the  wounded  and  sent  most  of  them,  by  the  captain's 
order,  to  the  Alfonso.    There  were  thirty-four  sent  there.    We  aban- 
doned ship,  the  captain  getting  in  his  gig  after  everybody  had  left,  and 
went  to  the  City  of  Washington, 

Q.  When  you  first  felt  the  explosion  did  you  notice  any  list  of  the 
shipf 

A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Was  there  a  very  severe  shock  where  you  were  standing  t 

A.  No;  it  was  a  shock,  but  I  should  not  call  it  a  very  severe  shockl 

Q.  I  suppose  you  at  once  looked  forward  f 
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A.  I  at  onoe  looked  over  the  port  side,  as  I  thought  the  explosion 
occurred  on  the  port  side,  forward.    That  was  my  impression. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  any  water  thrown  apt 

A.  Not  a  particle. 

Q.  Tell  OS  what  yon  did  see  go  np  in  the  airt 

A.  I  didnt  see  anything  go  up  in  the  air,  bat  I  saw  all  kinds  of 
staff  falling  down — wreckage. 

Q.  Yoa  saw  no  apshoot  of  flame  t 

A.  Mr.  Hood  saw  the  flAme.  It  wa^  on  the  starboard  side,  and  he 
looked  to  starboard. 

Q.  Yon  saw  nonet 

A.  I  saw  a  flare.    I  didnt  see  the  actnal  flame. 

Q.  Yoa  spoke  of  ammanition  being  stowed  forward  for  ready  use. 
Will  yoa  please  state  where  that  was  stowed  t 

A.  In  t&e  pilot  honse. 

Q.  How  high  ap  is  the  pilot  hooset  It  is  some  distance  above  the 
saperstractore  deck,  is  it  nott 

A.  It  is  abont  10  feet,  I  shoald  say,  above  the  saperstructare  deck. 

Q.  There  was  no  ammanition  forward  below  thatt 

A.  None  below  that;  no,  sir.  This  was  only  secondary  battery 
ammanition  that  was  in  the  pilot  hoase. 

Q.  How  was  the  ship  swinging  at  the  time  of  that  explosion! 

A.  She  was  riding  to  the  ebb  current. 

Q.  The  ship  is  now  lying  pointing  almost  toward  the  admiralty 
boose  or  Machina.  I  suppose  that  is  the  way  she  was  when  she  ex- 
ploded t 

A.  I  don't  remember  her  heading,  but  the  Alfanao  was  on  our  star- 
board quarter,  the  little  gunboat  was  almost  astern,  and  the  City  of 
WashingUm  was  on  our  i)ort  quarter. 

Q.  Would  you  be  able  to  tell  the  court  whether  she  was  riding  in  an 
nnasual  direction  for  that  harbor  t 

A.  It  ^dnt  strike  me  so  from  the  general  appearance.  I  took  no 
notice  of  her  heading.  She  swung  around  the  buoy  for  three  weeks, 
about.    She  had  probably  been  on  every  heading. 

Q.  Did  she  seem  to  be  pretty  steady  on  that  heading  that  night  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  She  was  heading  steadily  in  that  direction  t 

A.  She  seemed  to  ^.    I  had  no  cause  to  suspect  any  cliange. 

Q.  You  know  that  ships  swinff  a  great  deal  in  the  harbor  of  Havana. 
Coald  you  not  tell  us  whether,  Srom  the  time  you  took  the  deck  until 
the  time  of  the  explosion,  the  Maine  seemed  to  be  beading  almost 
stttulily  in  one  direction! 

A.  So  f  «r  as  I  know,  she  was,  from  the  bearings  of  other  ships. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  Were  you  so  situated  that  you  could  see  the  point  at  which  the 
explosion  took  placet 

A.  No,  sir;  I  was  abafb  the  after  turret  and  could  see  on  the  port 
fide  well  aft,  but  the  turret  bulges  a  little  and  would  cut  off  the  sight 
of  the  side  of  the  ship  forward  of  the  gangway.  I  do  not  know  where 
the  explosion  took  place,  but  my  impression  is  it  was  on  the  port  side 
fcrwai^. 

Q.  Yoa  were  not  so  situated  that  you  could  have  seen  the  burst  of 
flame  or  the  effect  of  the  first  explosion — whether  it  was  thrown  upt 

A.  I  could  have  seen  the  burst  of  flame  where  I  was  if  I  had  looked 
in  that  direction.    I  looked  over  the  port  side.    I  saw  the  glare  as  it 
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weDt  ap,  but  1  didn't  see  this  burst  of  flame  that  others  have  described. 
That  was  more  amidships. 

Q.  You  did  liot  notice  any  ascent  of  a  column  of  water  as  the  result 
of  the  explosion  ! 

A.  !None  at  all,  and  none  fell,  to  my  knowledge.  None  fell  on  me,  and 
I  saw  none  fall  around  me. 

Q.  How  soon  after  the  explosion  do  you  think  theforwaird  part  of  the 
ship  was  under  water? 

A.  The  forward  part,  almost  within  a  minute.  I  should  estimate 
that,  at  the  most,  two  minutes  after  the  explosion  the  quarter  deck  was 
knee  deep  in  water.  She  was  on  bottom  in,  I  think,  less  than  three 
minutes,  all  over. 

Q.  You  say  you  heard  two  explosions  I 

A.  That  is  my  impression,  sir;  though  I  could  not  be  positive.  I 
think  there  were  two. 

Q.  Similar  explosions? 

A.  So  far  as  I  can  judge,  sir.  When  the  first  explosion  took  place 
the  ship  quivered.  The  shock,  as  I  said,  was  not  so  great  where  I  was, 
and  my  impression  is  there  was  a  second  one,  but  the  difference  in 
similarity  I  could  not  describe. 

Q.  As  I  understand,  Mr.  Blandiu,  you  only  saw  the  fragments 
coming  down? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  anything  go  up? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  whatever  was  thrown  upward  was  not  under  your 
observation  ? 

A.  !No,  sir;  I  really  saw  very  little  coming  down,  but  I  heard  them 
and  felt  them. 

Q.  Was  there  any  perceptible  upheaval  of  the  ship  tbatyou  noticed? 

A.  Not  that  I  noticed;  no,  sir. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  Were  you  riding  head  to  the  wind? 

A.  There  was  practically  no  wind.  It  was,  if  anything,  a  very  light 
air. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 
report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with 
80  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony,  and  asked  to  with- 
draw for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which 
he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court,  and  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct  The 
request  was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly; 
whereupon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned^  by  the  president  not  to 
discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Lieut.  John  Hood,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  before  the 
court,  ai)d  was  sworn  by  the  president: 

Examined  by  the  JudoeAdvooate: 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  yon  are 
attached. 

A.  John  Hood,  lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy,  attached  to  the  late  IT.  S.  S. 
Maine. 

Q.  binoe  when  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Mainet 
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A.  Since  November  5, 1897. 

Q.  What  was  your  daty  daring  that  timef 

A.  My  duty  was  as  watch  officer. 

Q.  Senior  watch  officer! 

A.  Senior  watch  officer. 

Q.  In  charge  of  the  powder  division  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  in  charge  of  the  powder  division  and  the  torx)edo 
division. 

Q.  Since  yon  have  been  senior  watch  officei  in  charge  of  tho  powder 
division  have  yon  been  down  in  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms! 

A.  I  have  been  through  all  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  matter  being  stowed  in  the  shell  rooms  or 
magazines  which  was  prohibited  by  ordnance  instmctions  and  regala- 
tiODS  from  being  stowed  there  t 

A.  I  do  not.  1  inspected  all  the  magazines  after  I  joined  the  ship, 
and  saw  them  all  properly  stowed.  I  saw  nothing  there  except  the 
^oper  and  authorized  articles. 

Q.  Ton  consider  that  on  the  night  of  the  explosion  there  was  exist- 
ing the  same  state  of  affairs — no  violation  of  the  ordnance  regulations 
in  regard  to  the  stow&ge  of  explosives f 

A.  I  do.  I  did  not  inspect  it  then,  but  I  am  absolutely  sure  that 
there  was  nothing  done  beyond  the  ordinary  work  down  there. 

Q.  Who  was  acting  iu  the  gunn^s  place  at  the  time  of  the  explo- 
sion, and  who  had  been  for  some  time  previously? 

A.  Chief  Gunner's  Mate  Brofelt 

Q.  What  is  the  record  and  character  of  that  mant 

A.  His  record  and  character  are  both  excellent.  He  is  a  very  excel- 
lent man,  a  thoroughly  reliable  man,  and  a  very  intelligent  man. 

Q.  Whenever  the  magazines  or  shell  rooms  are  open  for  drill  or  oth- 
erwise are  the  keys  always  returned  to  the  captain  and  the  magazines 
ODd  shell  rooms  reported  locked! 

A.  The  keys  are  always  returned.  The  magazine  is  reported  closed. 
The  report  is  made  to  the  officer  of  the  deck,  and  by  him  to  the  cap- 
tain. The  keys  are  never  gotten  out  except  by  a  report,  first,  to  the 
officer  of  the  deck,  as  to  what  they  are  wanted  for.  That  report  has  to 
be  turned  in  to  the  captain,  and  the  captain  sends  thero  out. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  whether  on  the  day  of  the  explosion,  February 
15, the  magazines  or  shell  rooms  had  been  opened  for  any  purpose? 

A.  They  were  not  opened  that  day  for  drill;  but  it  is  the  routine  of 
the  ship  to  open  them  to  take  the  temperature.  That  I  had  nothing  to 
do  with  personally.    I  know  that  is  the  routine  of  the  ship. 

Q.  The  temperature  can  be  taken  from  the  small  plate  holes,  can 
it  not  t 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  is  done  that  way  t 

A.  It  can  be  taken  through  the  small  holes.  I  never  examined  that 
personally  at  all.  All  the  magazines  were  opened  the  day  before  at 
drill,  and  I  passed  up  and  down  through  all  the  magazines  of  the  ship. 

Q.  That  was  Monday  gunnery  drill  there  t 

A.  Gunnery  driU  day. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  pay  any  attention  to  the  temperature  of  magazines 
and  shell  rooms  t 

A.  Ko;  that  was  not  my  special  business.  I  noticed  the  temperature 
of  the  magazines  myself  when  I  was  in  them,  but  that  was  all. 

Q.  Which  were  the  hottest  magazines  t 
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A.  The  hottest  magazines  were  what  we  called  amidship  magazines; 
the  midship  10-inch  and  6-inch. 

Q.  TThich  is  the  midship,  the  forward  or  the  after  10-inch  t 

A.  The  after  10-inch,  down  between  the  engine  room  and  fire  room, 
and  they  were  much  warmer  than  any  of  the  forward  magazines.  The 
forward  magazines  were  ^mparatively  cool. 

Q.  During  drill,  were  all  regulations  properly  carried  out  in  regard 
to  men  going  down  to  magazines  and  shell  rooms? 

A.  I  think  I  am  sure  they  were.    They  were,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  You  had  no  drills  since  Monday  forenoon,  the  day  before  t 

A.  I  had  no  drill  after  Monday  forenoon,  the  day  before. 

Qf  Do  you  know  where  the  rockets  were  stowed? 

A.  They  were  stowed  on  deck,  aft  somewhere.  I  never  paid  any 
attention  to  that,  because  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that. 

Q.  I  suppose  a  few  were  in  the  pilot  house? 

A.  A  few  were  always  up  in  the  pilot  house  for  use.  That  is  alll 
ever  looked  at. 

Q.  While  you  were  officer  of  the  deck,  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  were 
there  any  special  regulations  made  by  your  commanding  officer,  and 
any  special  orders  given  in  regard  to  keeping  an*  extra  lookout;  and,ii 
so,  were  they  faithfully  carried  out? 

A.  They  were,  while  I  was  on  watch.  Of  course,  I  did  not  see  it  all 
the  time. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  mean.  Did  you  ever  notice  any  hostile  demon- 
stration afloat  in  the  way  of  boats  approaching  the  ship  that  had  to  be 
warned  off  ? 

A.  No;  I  never  saw  any  demonstration  of  any  kind  afloat.  The 
only  passing  crafts  were  ordinary  passing  boats,  and  they  were  all 
hailed  as  they  went  along. 

Q.  Where  were  the  torpedo  war  heads  stowed  ? 

A.  They  were  stowed  in  the  storeroom  for  them,  down  underneath 
the  forward  end  of  the  wardroom. 

Q.  When  had  they  been  handled  last  before  the  explosion  t 

A.  About  the  26th  or  27th  of  December,  if  I  recollect  right.  They 
were  taken  up  just  at  the  end  of  December  and  weighed,  and  resiowed 
again,  and  they  had  not  been  touched  since. 

Q.  No  torpedo  war  heads  were  fitted  at  the  time  of  the  explosion? 

A.  No,  sir;  no  torpedo  warheads  were  out  of  the  torpedo  storeroom. 

Q.  Do  you  rememl)er  the  kind  of  ammunition  and,  as  near  as  you  can 
toll  us,  the  amount  that  was  stowed  in  the  reserve  6-inch  magazine? 

A.  The  reserve  6inch  magazine  struck  me  as  being  practically 
empty  when  I  went  through  it.  I  didn't  take  any  account  of  the  stock, 
but  there  was  very  little  ammunition  of  any  kind  in  it,  and  the  gunner 
who  went  through  the  magazine  with  me  told  me  that  he  had  the  salut- 
ing charges  and  a  few  extra  shell  stowed  in  there,  I  think.  I  am  not 
sure  about  that,  but  it  was  a  very  small  quantity  of  ammunition  of  any 
kind  that  was  stowed  in  that  reserve  magazine. 

Q.  On  June  30, 1897,  it  was  reported  that  there  was  quite  an  amount 
of  Oinch  charges  there.  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  any  there 
at  the  time  of  the  explosion? 

A.  1  do  not  know.    I  did  not  take  any  account  of  the  stock  there. 

Q.  Are  there  any  wooden  linings  to  the  magazines  of  the  Maine? 

A.  There  were  gratings  on  the  floors,  but  I  don't  recollect  how  the 
sides  of  the  magazines  were  fltted. 

Q.  During  your  inspections,  did  you  notice  whether  there  were  any 
electric  wires  which  might  endanger  the  magazines? 
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A.  I  never  saw  any  wires  there  except  the  light  wires  which  were  in 
the  light  box.    They  were  not  in  the  magazines. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  steam  pix>es  wluch  might  endanger  the  maga- 
zinest 

A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  there  were  any  steam  pipes  in  the  maga- 
zines at  all. 

Q.  I  believe,  in  answer  to  a  previous  question,  you  stated  that  while 
yon  were  officer  of  the  deck  all  ordnance  regulations  were  faithfully 
carried  oat  I  believe  you  were  on  deck  at  the  time  of  the  explosion. 
For  how  long  previous  to  that  moment  were  you  on  deckf 

A.  I  came  on  deck  about  half  past  9.  It  may  have  been  a  little 
before  that;  and  the  explosion  occurred  about  9.40.  It  might  have 
been  a  little  longer.    I  was  on  deck  probably  about  fifteen  minates. 

Q.  Could  you  state  whether  proper  vigilance  was  exercised  or  not  in 
respect  to  these  orders  t 

A.  The  men  were  on  watch  on  deck  and  all  the  sentries  were  posted. 

Q.  The  officers  were  at  their  stations! 

A.  No  other  officer  was  on  deck  except  the  officer  of  the  deck  and 
myselil  The  officer  of  the  deck  was  on  deck  at  his  station,  but  there 
was  no  other  officer  on  deck  that  I  saw. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  which  way  the  ship  was  riding  f 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  From  your  experience  while  at  Havana,  did  you  think  she  was 
riding  in  an  unusual  way  or  in  a  way  in  which  she  had  frequently  been 
ridiugt 

A.  She  was  riding  in  a  direction  that  I  never  remember  having  seen 
her  ride  in  before. 

Q.  Was  she  heading  steadily  in  that  direction,  so  far  as  you  could 
judge  f 

A.  Just  at  that  time  she  was  pretty  still. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  court  your  exi>erience  of  the  explo- 
sion in  ftiU — what  you  telt,  what  vou  heard,  and  what  you  saw. 

A.  I  was  sitting  on  the  port  siae  of  the  deck  with  my  feet  on  the  rail, 
and  I  both  heard  and  felt — ^felt  more  than  I  heard — a  big  explosion,  that 
aoanded  and  felt  like  an  under-water  explosion.  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  it  came  from  forward,  ^starboard,  at  the  time.  I 
iostantly  turned  my  head,  and  the  instant  I  turned  my  head  there 
was  a  second  explosion.  I  saw  the  whole  starboard  side  of  the  deck 
and  everything  above  it  as  far  aft  as  the  after  end  of  the  saperstructure 
spring  up  in  the  air  with  all  kinds  of  objects  in  it — a  regular  crater-like 
performance,  with  flames  and  everytning  else  coming  up.  I  imme- 
diately sprang  myself  behind  the  edge  of  the  superstructure,  as  there 
were  a  number  of  objects  flying  in  my  direction,  for  shelter.  I  ran 
very  quickly  aft,  as  fast  as  I  could,  along  the  after  end  of  the  super- 
stracture,  and  climbed  up  on  a  kind  of  step.  I  went  under  the  barge,  and 
by  the  time  I  went  up  on  the  superstructure  this  explosion  had  passed. 
The  objects  had  stopped  flying  around.  Then  I  saw  on  the  starboard 
Me  there  was  an  immense  mass  of  foaming  water  and  wreckage  and 
groaning  men  out  there.  It  was  scattered  around  in  a  circle,  I  should 
&iy  about  a  hundred  yards  in  diameter,  off  on  the  starboard  side.  I  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  lower  the  gig,  with  the  help  of  another  man. 
After  I  got  that  in  the  water  several  officers  jumped  in  it  and  one  or 
two  men.  In  the  meantime  somebody  else  was  lowering  the  other  boat 
on  the  port  side.  I  heard  some  groans  forward,  and  ran  forward  on 
tbe  quarter  deck  down  the  poop  ladder,  and  I  immediately  brought  up 
on  an  immense  pile  of  wreckage.  I  saw  one  man  there,  who  had  been 
thrown  from  somewhere,  pinn^  down  by  a  ventilator. 
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The  CoTJBT.  May  I  interrupt  Mr.  Bood  a  moroent.  He  said  Revend 
officers  jumped  into  the  gig.  He  does  not  say  for  what  purpose  or 
what  they  did.  Tliat  might  leave  a  bad  impression  unless  he  states 
what  the  object  was. 

A.  They  jumped  into  the  gig,  commanded  to  pick  up  these  wounded 
men  whom  we  heard  out  in  the  water.  The  orders  hcul  been  given  by 
the  captain  and  the  executive  officer  to  lower  the  boats  as  soon  as  they 
came  on  deck.  I  spoke  of  lowering  the  gig,  because  I  was  on  the  deck 
before  they  got  up  there,  and  began  t4>  lower  it  anyway,  to  pick  up 
these  men.  As  J  was  saying  a  minute  ago,  1  found  this  one  man  lying 
there  on  the  quarter  deck  in  this  wreckage,  pinned  down  by  a  venti- 
lator. Witli  Mr.  Blandin's  help,  we  got  him  up  just  in  time  before  the 
water  rose  over  him.  The  captain  and  the  executive  officer  ordered 
the  magazines  to  be  closed.  We  all  saw  at  once  that  it  would  be  no 
use  flooding  the  magazines.  We  saw  that  the  magazines  were  flooding 
themselves.  Then  Uie  captain  said  he  wanted  the  fire  put  out  that  was 
starting  up  in  the  wreckage.  I  made  my  way  forward  through  the 
wreck  and  debris,  up  to  the  middle  superstructure,  to  see  if  anything 
could  be  done  toward  putting  out  this  fire.  When  I  got  there  I  found 
nothing  could  be  done  because  the  whole  thing  was  gone. 

When  I  climbed  up  on  this  wreck  on  the  superstructure  I  saw  simi- 
lar piles  of  wreckage  on  the  port  side  which  I  had  not  seen  before,  and 
I  saw  some  men  struggling  in  that,  in  the  water;  but  there  were  half 
a  dozen  boats  there,  I  suppose,  picking  them  up  and  hauling  them  out; 
and  after  pulling  down  some  burning  swings  and  things  that  were 
starting  to  burn  ait,  to  stop  any  fire  from  catching  aft,  I  came  aft 
again  out  of  the  wreckage.  There  was  no  living  thing  up  there  at  that 
time.  Shortly  after  that  we  all  left  the  ship.  There  were  two  distinct 
explosions — big  ones — and  they  were  followed  by  a  number  of  smaller 
explosions,  which  I  took  at  once  to  be  what  they  were,  I  suppose — 
explosions  of  separate  charges  of  the  blownup  magazine.  The  instant 
this  first  exx)losion  occurred,  I  knew  the  ship  was  gone  completely,  and 
the  second  explosion  only  assisted  her  to  go  a  little  quicker.  She 
began  to  go  down  instantly.  The  interval  between  the  two  was  so 
short  that  I  only  had  time  to  turn  my  head  and  see  the  second.  She 
sank  on  the  forward  end — went  down  like  a  shot.  In  the  short  time 
that  I  took  to  run  the  length  of  that  short  superstructure  aft  the  deck 
canted  down,  showing  that  her  bow  had  gone  at  once. 

At  the  same  time  the  ship  heeled  over  considerably  to  party  I  should 
say  about  10  degrees,  the  highest  amount,  and  then  the  stern  began  to 
sink  very  rapidly,  too;  so  rapidly  that  by  the  time  I  got  that  gig  low- 
ered, with  the  assistance  of  another  man  or  two,  the  upper  quarter  deck 
was  under  water,  and  the  stern  was  sinking  so  quickly  that  when  1 
began  to  pick  this  man  up,  whom  I  spoke  of  on  the  quarter  deck,  the 
deck  was  still  out  of  water.  Before  1  got  this  ventilator  off  him— it 
didn't  tiike  very  long,  as  Mr.  Blandin  assisted  to  move  that  to  get  him 
up— the  water  was  up  over  my  knees,  and  just  catching  this  fellow's 
head.  The  stern  was  sinking  that  quickly.  The  bow  hsul  gone  down, 
as  I  say,  instantly.    I  do  not  suppose  you  want  my  impressions. 

By  the  Judob- Advocate  : 

Q.  No;  I  will  ask  you  some  questions.  Which  was  the  larger 
exyilosion ;  which  gave  you  the  greater  shock,  the  first  or  the  second  ? 

A.  The  first  was  more  of  a  feel.  I  mean,  you  felt  the  first  explosion 
rather  more  than  you  saw  it.  I  felt  the  whole  ship  just  go  up  and 
tremble  an'~  vibrate  all  over.  The  first  explosion  was  a  duller  sound, 
to  me.    The  second  was  a  kind  of  an  open  explosion,  you  might  say. 
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which  was  the  one  that  I  saw,  which  came  right  np  at  oDce.    The  other 
one  had  come  np,  too,  bat  I  had  not  been  able  to  see  it. 

Q.  Was  there  any  lifting  of  the  ship  at  the  time  of  the  first  explosion  t 

A.  The  8hip  began  to  list  immediately.  The  explosions  followed  each 
other  yery  qaickly.  I  just  had  time  to  turn  my  head,  and  the  ship 
began  to  list  to  port  immediately.  There  was  no  appreciable  interval 
of  time  between  these  two  explosions. 

Q.  What  I  mean  is.  Did  the  8hip  give  a  sadden  list  to  either  star- 
bitwi  or  port  at  the  first  explosion,  as  if  something  had  strack  hr.A'  on 
either  sidef    I  don't  mean  a  gradual  sinking,  as  she  did  afterwards. 

A.  I  didn't  notice  any  special  list  at  the  first  shot,  but  she  began  to 
list  immediately. 

Q.  As  I  understand  from  yonr  description,  the  first  explosion  was 
more  as  if  something  had  ran  into  her,  and  trembled  the  whole  shipf 

A.  !No;  not  as  if  something  had  ran  into  her  at  all;  as  though  some- 
thing had  exploded  under  her. 

Q.  It  affected  the  whole  ship  more  than  the  second  explosion,  which 
has  a  bursting  of  the  forward  partt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  which  side  did  you  think  the  explosion  was,  at  the  moment  T 

A.  My  instantaneous  impression  was  that  it  was  on  the  starboard 
side;  but  that  was  an  impression.  It  was  the  starboard  side  that  I 
saw  blow  up  myself.  I  couldn't  see  the  port  side.  I  was  sitting  behind 
the  after  turret,  and  the  awning  was  spread,  coming  down,  and  I 
couldn't  see  that  at  all.  I  felt  the  explosion  was  forward,  and  rather 
to  starboard.  I  naturally  supposed  it  must  have  been  to  starboard, 
because  it  was  to  starboard  that  I  looked. 

Q.  And  could  see  f 

A.  And  could  see. 

Q.  The  turret  obstructed  the  view  of  the  port  gangway,  did  it  nott 

A.  It  entirely  obstructed  the  view  of  the  port  gangway.  I  could  not 
see  anything  at  all  to  port.  The  turret  was  there,  and  the  awning  was 
spread,  coming  down  through  the  top  of  the  turret,  so  that  I  could  see 
neither  above  nor  ahead. 

Q.  The  quarter-deck  awning  was  spread,  was  it? 

A.  Tes;  and  my  only  line  of  sight  forward  was  in  a  diagonal  star- 
board line,  between  the  after  superstructure  and  the  turret  gun,  look- 
ing out  toward  the  starboard  gangway. 

Q.  Was  any  water  thrown  up  at  the  time  of  either  explosion! 

A.  I  didn't  see  any  water  thrown  up. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  any  t 

A.  I  didn't  feel  any. 

Q.  Were  there  any  upshoots  of  flame  in  either  explosion  t 

A.  The  first  explosion,  I  do  not  know  what  there  was,  because  I  did 
not  see  it;  but  in  the  second  explosion,  there  was  an  upshoot  of  flame, 
and  deck  ana  everything  else  in  sight,  along  the  starboard  side.  I  saw 
the  whole  starboard  side  of  the  deck,  as  far  as  I  could  see  it,  nearly  as 
far  afb  as  the  after  end  of  the  middle  superstructure — I  saw  the  whole 
thing  go  up  in  the  air,  and  the  part  of  the  superstructure  there  along 
with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  explosions  in  the  airf 

A.  No. 

By  the  CouBT : 
Q.  You  connect  that  movement  of  the  lifbing  of  the  deck  of  the  middle 
snperstructure  distinctly  with  the  second  explosion,  do  yout 
A.  The  deck,  not  the  superstructure  at  all.    During  this  first  explo- 
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sion  there  was  nothing  in  the  way  of  the  starboard  gangway  of  that 
vast  mass  of  wreckage  that  is  lying  there  now.  My  first  sight  through 
the  starboard  side  was  a  perfectly  clear  sight,  and  there  was  nothing 
lying  there,  or  there  was  no  wreckage  there,  of  that  immense  pile  of 
wreckage  that  is  piled  on  tbe  starboard  and  after  side  of  the  ship  after 
tl)e  whole  thing  was  over.  There  was  nothing  there  at  that  time. 
There  was  a  clear  view  through,  right  past  that  superstructure,  and  I 
just  happeued  to  get  a  look  in  time  to  see  all  that  go  up  itself.  When 
1  climbed  up  after  the  thing  was  over,  and  we  got  the  boats  out,  and  I 
(^limbed  np  in  this  mass  of  wreckage  at  night,  I  found  an  immense  ma^^s 
of  wreckage  piled  up  where  I  had  seen  this  thing  go  up.  In  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night  J  took  that  mass  of  wreckage  to  be  the  starboard  side 
of  the  ship,  that  had  just  blown  up  and  tilted  up.  That  was  my 
impression  during  that  night,  that  this  big  mass  of  wreckage  was  tbe 
cud  of  those  beams  that  I  discovered  the  next  morning.  That  night  I 
thoaght  tbey  might  be  the  end  of  the  beams  themselves  thrown  up  in 
the  air.  When  that  second  explosion  took  place  there  was  nothing  in 
tbe  line  of  my  sight  forward.    It  was  perfectly  clear. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  first  explosion  t  What  was 
exactly  your  position  ? 

A.  I  was  sitting,  I  should  say,  just  between — I  can  point  it  oat 
exactly  on  the  plan. 

Q.  We  would  rather  have  you  tell  where  you  were,  because  your 
pointing  can  not  go  in  the  record. 

A.  I  was  sitting  almost  opposite  the  door,  I  should  say,  almost  under 
the  forward  davit  of  the  whaleboat. 

Q.  On  the  port  sidet 

A.  On  the  port  side. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  Fix  it  exactly  by  the  number  of  the  framet 

A,  I  don't  know  what  the  number  of  the  frame  is.  I  was  sittiog 
right  there,  almost  opposite  this  door  [indicating]. 

Q.  The  door  that  leads  into  the  admiral's  cabin  t 

A.  The  door  that  leads  into  the  admiral's  cabin,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  frames  are  numbered  here. 

A.  (After  examination  of  the  plan.)  I  was  sitting  about  on  frame 
6G,  close  to  the  port  rail. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  you  jumped  right  up  and  ran  over  to 
starboard  ! 

A,  First,  before  I  jumped  out  of  my  chair,  I  turned.  I  waa  sitting 
in  the  chair  with  my  feet  on  the  rail.  Before  I  jumped,  I  turned  to  tbe 
right  to  look  forward,  and  I  had  a  view  just  between  the  turret  and  the  [" 
aftersuperstructure,  across  the  deck,  over  to  the  starboard  gangway.  T 
i  did  not  start  to  run  until  after  the  second  explosion,  when  I  saw  the  I-* 
whole  deck  and  everything  above  there,  and  below,  too,  I  suppose,  rise  r 
up  in  the  air.  I  saw  various  missiles  or  all  kinds  flying  around  loose,  f 
and*  some  of  them  were  flying  toward  me.  One  of  them  whisked  off  b 
my  cap  as  it  came  by.  It  didn't  touch  my  head,  but  I  felt  the  wind  of  h 
it  as  it  went  by,  and  I  quickly  jumx>ed  against  the  port  side  of  the  after*  !< 
saperstrncture,  to  be  under  shelter  fi*om  these  flying  missiles.  ^ 

Q.  Tour  position  did  not  give  you  a  full  view  of  the  starboard  gan^* 
way! 

A.  No. 
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Q.  The  wreck  shows  now  that  the  forward  part  of  the  saperstractnre 
was  thrown  forward  of  the  afterpartf 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  it  might  have  been  possible  that  it  was  thrown  up 
at  the  first  explosion  bot  not  landed  in  time  for  yon  to  see  the  wreckage  t 

A.  That  is  exactly  what  I  think.    It  was  not  there  when  I  saw  this 
second  explosion.    Jnst  immediately  after  I  got  ap  on  the  snperstrao 
tore,  the  thing  was  there.    My  belief  is  that  the  whole  forwanl  part  of 
the  snperstmctnre  that  is  lying  there  on  the  starboard  gangway  now 
was  in  the  air  at  the  time  I  saw  the  second  explosion. 

Q.  Yon  think  the  first  explosion  threw  np  the  miildle  sniterstmctnret 

A.  I  do.  The  expiosioD  that  I  saw  myself  was  on  the  starboard 
Bide,  and  that  wonld  have  raised  and  thrown  anything  in  the  other 
direction — ^thrown  it  off. 

Q.  Yon  saw  the  second  explosion  on  the  starboard  sidef 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Bnt  conld  it  not  have  been  on  both  sides  and  yon  not  able  to 
eeeitt 

A.  It  conld  have  been,  except  that  when  I  examined  the  wreck  the 
next  morning  the  afterpart  of  the  i^i-t  side  of  the  middle  superstmc- 
tore  was  apparently  intact.  It  is  intact  there  yet,  almost,  and  the  star- 
board side  aft  is  all  gone.  As  I  say,  I  saw  this  deck  go  np  almost  as 
&r  aft  as  the  after  end  of  the  superstructure. 

Q.  Then  it  is  your  belief  that  the  deck  was  raised  at  the  first 
explosion  t 

A.  It  is  my  belief  that  the  forward  deck — ^that  main  deck  forward — 
was  raised  at  the  first  explosion. 

Q.  And  the  second  explosion  might  have  been  on  the  port  side  as 
well  as  the  starboard,  bnt  you  would  only  see  the  starboaiNd  t  Is  that 
oorrecti 

A.  No;  I  think  the  second  explosion  was  more  to  starboard.  The 
flames  and  the  crater  that  I  saw  were  to  starboanl. 

Q.  None  on  the  port  sidef 

A.  I  could  not  see  the  port  side.  I  do  not  know  what  was  on  the 
port 

Q.  That  is  what  I  am  trying  to  say.  You  could  not  testify  as  to  the 
port  sidef 

A.  I  could  not  see  the  port  side  at  all.  Of  course,  I  only  have  my 
impressions  of  it  alter  X  climbed  up  on  the  wreckage  and  saw  what  was 
lelt— saw  what  the  thing  was;  but  I  conld  not  see  anything  to  port.  I 
did  see  the  starboard  side  go  up,  and  when  I  saw  that  starboard  side 
go  up  my  first  sight  of  it  was  clear.  There  was  nothing  piled  np  there, 
and  it  was  perfectly  clear.  Shortly  after  the  explosion,  the  next  time 
I  saw  it,  there  was  a  great  mass  of  wreckage  piled  up  there,  which  I 
saw  afterwards  was  the  forward  end  of  the  main  deck  and  the  middle 
snperstrueture.  That  was  not  there  when  this  second  explosion  that  I 
SAW  took  place. 

Q.  You  could  not  be  positive,  then,  which  explosion  threw  up  the 
forward  part  of  the  superstructure,  but  you  are  positive  that  it  was 
not  there  when  yon  got  a  viewf 

A.  I  am  positive  it  was  not  there  when  I  saw  it,  and  that  the  explo- 
sion tiiat  I  saw  on  the  starboard  side  would  have  thrown  things  away 
from  there. 

By  the  Coubt  : 
Q.  How  do  you  account,  Mr.  Hood,  for  the  fact  that  the  missiles 
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whicb  yon  saw,  some  of  which  were  oomiDg  yoar  way,  followed  the 
second  explosion  t 

A.  They  were  things  that  had  blown  np  from  below  in  this  explo- 
sion— ^pai1»  of  the  deck  and  parts  of  the  saperstructure,  the  starbcuud 
side  of  the  snperstmctnre,  and  whatever  was  in  the  way  there.  The 
thing  opened  oat  jnst  like  a  big  crater.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  judg- 
ment, of  course,  as  to  just  how  far  aft  that  came;  bat  my  line  of  sight 
did  not  take  so  very  far  forward  of  the  line  of  the  after  end  of  the 
saperstrnctare  fh)m  where  I  was  sitting. 

Q.  It  is  only  a  question  of  separating  the  impression,  or  estimating 
the  interval  between  the  first  and  the  second  explosion,  and  whethw 
the  first  one  conld  have  produced  a  result  which  you  did  not  see  at  the 
time  of  the  second  explosion.  That  is,  the  wreckage  which  had  beea 
produced  by  the  first  explosion  only  landed  in  its  place  after  the  second 
explosion  t 

A.  After  the  second  explosion. 

Q.  Or  whether  the  result  of  the  second  explosion  was  what  yon  sub- 
sequently saw  and  recognized  as  being  the  result  of  either  the  first 
explosion  or  of  botJi  explosions,  or  of  only  the  second  explosion.  That 
is,  yon  can  not  separate  the  result  of  the  two  explosions  f 

A.  No;  I  could  not  separate  them  fully,  of  course,  but  I  know  that 
my  line  of  sight  was  i)erfectly  clear  when  I  saw  this  thing  open  up. 

Q.  Until  the  second  explosion  occurred t 

A.  Yes;  they  followed  so  closely  on  each  other  that  of  course  it  is  a 
mere  matter  of  impression  as  to  how  close  they  were  together. 

Q.  Yes;  I  am  aware  of  that. 

A.  I  turned  my  head,  and  before  I  got  my  head  around  I  heard  the 
second  one,  and  I  just  got  around  in  time  to  see. 

Q.  You  saw  that  your  view  at  that  time  was  unobstructed. 

A.  Was  unobstructed.  Of  course  it  was  an  instantaneous  action  ob 
my  part — as  near  as  a  human  action  can  be  to  look — around. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  the  second  explosion  occurred  on  the  starboard 
sidet 

A.  Because  I  saw  the  starboard  side  of  the  deck  go  up  in  the  air, 
and  everything  about  there  going  up.  As  soon  as  I  got  on  top  of  the 
after  superstructure,  I  saw  this  mass  of  wreckage,  and  foam,  and 
things  skimming  in  a  semicircle  around  on  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  Could  you  see  the  port  side  from  the  superstructure  after  you  got 
up  there  t 

A.  No;  the  wreckage  and  other  things  were  in  the  way  fit>m  where 
I  was.  I  did  not  see  that  until  a  minute  or  two  after  that,  when  I 
climbed  forward  on  the  wreck  of  the  middle  superstructure.  Then  I 
saw  the  port  side,  too.    That  was  the  first  I  had  seen  of  the  port  side. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us  what  your  impression  was  the  following  day,  or 
when  you  had  a  distinct  impression  of  the  wreck,  as  to  the  point  at 
which  the  explosion  had  taken  place. 

A.  In  the  morning  1  went  around  the  wreck  when  it  was  not  abso- 
lutely full  daylight.  Mr.  Wainwright  and  myself  got  in  a  boat  and 
pulled  around  it,  and  my  impression  that  morning  in  this  darkness  was 
that 

Q.  But  you  were  there  how  long  afterwards! 

A.  I  was  not  near  the  wreck  at  all  after  that.  I  watched  it  timm^ 
glasses  as  I  was  coming  out  on  the  steamer,  but  the  steamer  did  imI 
pass  very  near  the  wreck.  I  was  in  doubt  as  to  just  what  that  mass  of 
wreckage  that  is  turned  np  there  was  at  that  time.  I  knew  those 
beamSy  and  that  was  a  part  of  the  superstructure,  but  whether  that 
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tiie  siaiD  deck  in  the  after  end  of  the  anperstmctare,  tarned  up  in  the 
air,  or  whether  it  was  the  iK)rt  end  of  the  forinurd  part  of  the  super- 
BtTQctore  that  was  tnmed  np  in  the  air  I  could  not  exactly  make  oat. 
I  Goald  not  place  exactly  what  that  {notaberance  was  that  stack  oat 
thtfeon  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  You  know  now,  do  yout 

A.  I  know  what  it  is ;  yes.  I  have  studied  the  thing  oat  since,  and 
I  know  it  is  the  base  of  the  conning  tower.  I  thoaght  that  is  what  it 
looked  like,  but  I  could  not  see  that  morning  how  it  could  get  there. 
I  could  not  place  it.  I  thoaght  it  might  have  been  the  starboard  side 
of  the  deck,  aft,  blown  up  in  the  air,  with  the  starboard  ends  of  the 
beam  sticking  up.  At  the  distance  I  saw  it  ttom  the  steamer  I  took  it 
tbat  it  might  have  been  one  of  the  d^ng  rooms — I  think  they  call 
them — around  the  smokestack,  or  something  of  that  kind;  but  I  saw 
that  the  whole  ship  was  gone  from  the  cranes  forward. 

Q.  Bearing  in  mind  the  second  impression,  or  the  impressions  you 
got  the  following  day  of  the  condition  of  the  wreck,  does  that  accord 
with  the  impression  made  upon  you  at  the  time  the  explosion  occurredt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  my  impression  has  never  changed  at  iJl,  except  in  that 
1  was  not  sure  at  the  first  instant  just  where  the  explosion  took  place, 
whether  it  was  more  to  starboard  or  more  to  port. 

Q.  Your  impression  was  at  first 

A.  My  impression  at  first  was  that  it  was  a  little  starboard. 

Q.  That  it  was  on  the  starboard  side,  and  now,  after  knowing  the 
position  of  the  wreck,  yon  are  still  of  the  same  impression,  are  yout 

A.  No;  I  am  of  the  impression  that  the  explosion  was  on  the  port 


Q.  Yes;  but  the  second  onet 

A«  The  second  explosion,  I  am  under  the  impression,  was  on  the 
starboard  side.  It  may  have  been,  of  course,  that  the  main  explosion 
at  first  threw  a  lot  of  these  things  out  to  starboard,  but  I  could  not  see 
that. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  a  question  about  the  agitation  of  the  water. 
What  did  you  notice  about  the  agitation  of  the  water  T 

A.  I  just  noticed  a  semicircular  space  of  water  opposite  the  star- 
board side.  It  was  just  a  mass  of  foam  and  wreckage.  There  were 
quite  a  lot  of  groaning  men  in  it.  It  extended  out,  I  thoaght  at  the 
time,  about  75  yards. 

Q.  Was  there  any  wavet 

A.  There  was  no  big  wave;  no.    There  would  not  be  any  wave. 

Q.  How  close  to  the  port  side  of  the  magazine  was  any  of  the  powder 
stowed — I  mean  the  6-inch  reserve  magazine  t 

A.  The  Ginch  reserve  magazine  was  well  in.  Just  the  exact  dis- 
tance I  do  not  know;  but  it  was  well  in  from  the  side  of  the  ship.  It 
was  on  the  port  Hide  of  amidships. 

Q.  I  mean  from  the  coal- bunker  bulkhead,  which  is  the  outboard 
bulkhead  of  the  magazine? 

A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  You  did  not  notice  any  smoke  or  flame  rising  above  the  deck 
until  the  second  explosion  occurredt 

A.- 1  did  not;  but  I  could  not  see  anything  on  the  port  side  at  all. 

Q.  Yoa  did  not  notice  T 

A.  I  did  not  notice,  because  I  could  not  see  anything,  except  on  the 

starboard  side. 

Q.  I  mean  above  the  deck.  I  do  not  refer  to  either  side.  You  did 
not  notice  »ny  smoke  (x  flame  rising  above  the  decks  until  the  second 
^xplofl&m  occurredt 
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A.  No;  I  could  not  see. 

By  the  Judge-Advocate  : 

Q.  When  did  you  see  the  steam  launch  last,  or  did  you  see  her  at 
aUt 
A.  I  didn't  notice  her  that  night  at  all. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished 
with  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  with- 
draw for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  ni)on  the  completion  of  which 
he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  oportunity  to 
amend  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request 
was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon 
he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discusa 
matters  pertaining  to  the  trial. 

Lieut.  Geoboe  P.  Blow,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  before  the 
court  and  was  sworn  by  the  president: 

Examined  by  the  Judoe-Ajdvocate: 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 

A.  George  P.  Blow,  lieutenant,  United  States  Navy,  attached  to  the 
IT.  S.  battle  ship  Maine. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Maine? 

A.  I  have  been  in  the  Maine  Bince  September,  1895, 1  think  it  was, 

Q.  As  whatt 

A.  As  lieutenant  and  watch  officer. 

Q.  What  division  have  you? 

A.  I  had  the  fourth  division  first,  and  later  the  third  division,  in 
charge  of  the  after  turret. 

Q.  When  did  you  last  have  gunnery  drill  in  the  Mainef 

A.  On  Monday. 

Q.  The  day  previous  to  the  explosion  t 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  all  i)owder  that  was  sent  up  sent  below  and  properly  stowed 
away? 

A.  No  powder  was  sent  up,  sir. 

Q.  While  you  were  watch  officer  of  the  Maine  did  you  ever  notice 
any  hostile  demonstrations  afloat,  in  the  way  of  boats  attempting  to 
approach  the  vessel  at  night  that  had  to  be  warned  oft? 

A.  No,  sir;  nothing  hostile.  I  have  noticed  a  number  of  shore 
boats  which  were  warned  off  by  the  sentries;  but  nothing  of  a  hostile 
nature. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  direction  in  which  the  Maine  was  heading  al 
the  time  of  the  explosion? 

A.  I  know  the  direction,  approximately. 

Q.  Was  that  an  unusual  heading,  from  your  experience  during  your 
stay  in  that  harbor,  for  that  ship? 

A.  Bather  unusual;  yes,  sir.  As  a  rule,  we  swung  so  that  the 
Al/onsoj  which  was  lying  at  the  buoy  inside  of  us,  was  either  on  our 
port  quarter  or  starboard  quarter.    That  was  the  customary  heading 

Q.  Were  you  officer  of  the  deck  from  4  to  8  p.  m.  the  night  of  this 
explosion? 

A.  I  was  the  officer  of  the  day — officer  on  day's  duty. 

Q.  Were  you  on  duty  when  the  reports  at  8  p.  m.  were  made? 

A,  Ye8y  sir. 
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Q.  Who  made  them  t 

A.  Do  you  mean  the  regular  rei)orts  to  the  executive  officer f 

Q.  Yes. 

A.  The  nsnal  reports  were  made  at  the  mast  by  the  warrant  officers, 
and  by  petty  officers  in  charge  of  their  departments. 

Q.  What  rex>orts  were  made  to  the  officer  of  the  deck  in  yonr  pres 
CDce  or  heariiigt 

A«  The  re|>ort8  were  made  that  the  captain,  the  execntlTe  officer,  and 
other  officers  were  on  board. 

Q.  I  refer  to  the  master  at  arms'  reports  about  lights  and  fires. 

A.  The  usual  report  was  made  and  repeated  by  Mr.  Glaverins,  before 
the  deck  was  delivered  over  to  the  orderly,  that  the  lights  and  fires 
were  secure  and  everything  was  secure. 

Q.  You  were  officer  of  the  day  of  the  Maine  on  February  15  up  to  8 
p.  m.,  and  you  consider  that  everything  was  secure  below  on  the  ship 
at  8  p.  m.t 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  everything  was  secure  as  usual. 

Q.  Did  you,  as  an  officer  who  had  been  on  the  ship  for  a  long  while, 
have  perfect  confidence  in  the  reports  of  these  men  that  everything 
below  was  secure  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 

A.  I  was  in  my  room,  writing. 

Q.  Where  is  your  room  situated? 

A.  My  room  is  the  after  room  on  the  starboard  side,  in  the  wardroom 
proper,  just  forward  of  the  bulkhead  separating  it  from  the  atter  com- 
]>artment. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  number  of  that  bulkhead! 

A.  No,  sir.  (After  looking  at  the  plan.)  It  was  just  abaft  of  frame 
No.  76  on  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  Will  you  state  to  the  court  what  you  experienced  during  that 
explosion?  We  wish  to  know  what  you  felt,  what  you  heard,  or  what 
yott  saw. 

A.  I  was  writing  at  the  time,  and  heard  forward,  and  appareutly  at 
some  distance — that  is  to  say,  well  up  in  the  bow,  as  far  as  I  could  judge 
from  the  sound — an  explosion. 

Instantly  the  lights  went  out.  I  rushed  out  of  my  room  to  see  the 
cause  of  it,  and  before  I  could  get  more  than  probably  6  feet  from  my 
room  a  second  and  much  more  violent  explosion  followed.  Thisexplosioii 
I  would  describe  as  being  a  continuous  explosion,  lasting  for  some  sec- 
onds, and  accompanied  by  the  fiilUng  of  lights,  electric  fittings,  furni- 
ture, and  by  a  crashing  and  rending  of  metal,  and  immediately  by  a 
shaip  heel  of  the  ship  to  port;  the  sound  of  rushing  water  from  for- 
ward, and  the  cries  aud  screams  of  men  from  about  amidships.  My 
first  impression  was  that  we  had  been  fired  on,  and  I  remember  feeling 
surprised  that  it  should  have  been  by  such  a  heavy  gun.  When  the 
second  explosion  occurred,  followed  by  the  listing  of  the  ship,  I  recog- 
nized the  fact  that  the  ship  was  sinking,  and  had  been  blown  up. 

My  impulse  had  been  at  first  to  go  to  my  quarters,  but  at  the  second 
explosion  I  abandoned  all  thought  of  this,  and  realized  that  it  was  a 
question  of  whether  I  could  reach  the  deck  or  not  before  the  ship  sank. 
A  sharp  heel  of  the  ship,  as  I  rushed  forward  feeling  my  way  along 
the  starboard  bulkhead,  caused  me  to  lose  my  way  amidst  the  wreck- 
age, and  for  probably  a  moment  I  was  confused  as  to  my  position.  I 
soon  found  the  bulkhead  again,  and,  feeling  my  way  along,  reached  a 
small  china  jar  on  top  of  the  starboard  Bteam  heater^  and  recognizing 
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this  by  feeling,  found  the  starboard  door  leading  forward.  This  door 
was  closed  and  jammed.  It  conld  not  be  opened.  I  then  felt  my  way 
across  the  deck  to  the  port  door.  The  Hst  of  the  ship,  which  had  prob- 
ably closed  the  starboard  door,  had  kept  the  port  door  open,  and  I  had 
no  difficulty  in  finding  it.  Stepping  through  the  door,  I  reached  the 
ladder,  and  ran  into  someone  in  the  dark. 

By  the  COUET : 

Q.  What  ladder  was  that?    The  one  just  outside  the  bulkhead T 
A.  Yes,  sir^  Just  outside  the  bulkhead,  leading  up  to  the  wardroom 
proper. 

By  the  Jxtdob-Advooatb  : 

Q.  It  leads  into  the  cabin  passaget 

A.  Yes,  sir.  We  both  fell,  owing  to  the  inclination  of  the  deck,  but^ 
helping  each  other  up  again,  we  immediately  crawled  up  the  ladder, 
which  was  then  nearly  vertical.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  this 
ladder  fell  immediately  afterwards,  as  I  heard  a  crash  behind  us.  The 
water  was  then  rushing  in  on  the  berth  deck,  though  it  was  not  quite 
up  to  the  ladder,  as  she  was  heeled  to  port.  Beaching  the  main  deck, 
I  felt  my  way  through  the  starboard  door  in  the  after  superstructure 
out  on  deck,  and  was  surprised  to  find  that  everything  was  pitch  dark, 
as  dark  as  it  had  been  below. 

By  the  Couet  : 

Q.  That  starboard  door  opens  right  out  on  the  starboard  deck? 

A.  It  opens  right  out  on  the  starboard  deck;  yes.  sir. 

Q.  After  passing  through  that  you  found  it  darkf 

A.  I  found  it  perfectly  dark  there.  I  was  surprised  at  the  time  to 
find  it  so  dark.  This  was  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  quarter- 
deck awning  had  been  dragged  down  by  the  fall  of  the  third  cutter.  As 
I  passed  through  the  door  I  ran  against  someone  hanging  from  the 
poop  deck  rail,  who  asked  me  to  give  him  a  push  up  on  deck.  This  I 
did,  and  believing  that  there  must  be  some  good  cause  for  his  having 
taken  that  way  of  reaching  safety,  I  quickly  followed.  At  this  time 
the  main  deck  was  still  above  water.  On  reaching  the  poop  deck  I 
glanced  forward  and  found  the  whole  forward  part  of  the  ship  a  maas 
of  confosed  wreckage,  and  apparently  submerged  up  to  and  above  the 
main  deck.  There  were  aboat  a  dozen  men  only  to  be  seen  on  the 
l)oop  deck.  Among  these  I  recognized  the  captain  and  the  executive 
officer,  Lieutenant-Commander  Wainright,  who  were  giving  orders  to 
get  out  the  boats  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  lives  of  the  men  in  the 
water. 

On  the  starboard  side  the  beam  and  forward  there  were  cries  fiv 
help.  Bealizing  at  a  glance  that  my  boat,  the  third  cutter,  and  thai 
all  the  boats,  in  fact,  forward,  were  gone,  I  turned  aft  to  help  to  grt 
out  the  only  boats  remaining.  I  found  the  gig  manned  and  about  to 
be  lowered.  I  lowered  the  forward  fall,  and  was  surprised  to  find  that 
the  boat  only  went  down  about  6  or  8  feet.  Thinking  the  stopper 
might  have  passed,  or  the  blocks  jammed,  I  asked  the  man  in  the  bow 
if  everything  was  all  right.  He  replied  yes.  I  asked  him  why  thi  (> 
boat  would  not  go  down.  He  informed  me  that  the  boat  was  ttfloeii 
By  that  time  the  water  had  nearly  reached  the  top  of  the  superstrWr 
ture  deck.  I  then  went  forward  again,  and  noticed  that  the  wreckagl 
had  broken  into  flames,  and  I  heard  someone,  I  think  the  execotife 
officer,  say  to  the  captain.  ''There  is  the  wreck  of  the  fire  ship  whkh 
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have  sent  down  on  us,"  pointing  to  the  wreckage  forward,  which 
now  illnminated  from  the  bnming  cellalose. 
;hen  went  to  the  port  Bide  to  assist  in  lowering  the  barge.  I  fonnd 
she  had  already  been  lowered  and  was  adoat  Before  that,  how- 
^  I  woold  like  to  insert  something.  I  am  a  little  too  &st.  Before 
g  forward  again  one  of  the  midshipmen — I  think  it  was  Mr.  Ola« 
IS — came  and  asked  me  if  he  conld  be  of  any  service.  I  told  him 
mp  in  the  gig  and  take  charge  and  save  what  life  he  conld  on  liie 
3oard  side,  which  I  believe  he  did.  After  this  I  went  to  the  port 
to  assist  in  lowering  the  barge  and  I  found  that  she  was  alr^^y 
le  water  and  afloat.  There  were  already^  I  think,  foor  men  in  her, 
ever,  to  man  her.  So  I  went  back  a^am  and  called  several  who 
)  stan^Ung  on  the  x)oop  and  pat  them  in  the  boat,  and  afterwards 
in  myself.  I  took  charge  of  the  boat,  ordering  the  man  at  the  helm 
;eer  aroxtnd  on  the  starboard  side,  where  most  of  the  cries  for  help 
been  heard.  After  shoving  off  I  found  Lieutenant  Jungen  was  in 
boot,  apd  he  being  my  senior  I  turned  the  boat  over  to  him  and 
lested  that  he  put  me  back.  He  said  it  was  impossible,  which  was 
ectly  light,  fie  pulled  completely  around  the  ship,  and  only  suc- 
led  in  picking  up  one  man  on  the  starboard  side,  as  we  became 
»lved  in  the  wreckage  and  debris  which  was  floating  from  a  beam 
ind  the  bow.  The  barge  being  very  long,  and  only  half  manned, 
very  difflcult  to  maneuver.  We  were  continually  backing  ana 
ingout. 

\  that  way  we  did  not  get  around  as  quickly  as  we  might  have  done, 
this  time  the  wreckage  was  all  in  flames,  and  I  called  Mr.  Jungen's 
intion  to  the  foct  that  I  thought  I  saw  men  on  the  forecastle,  as  I 
posed  it  to  be,  and  asked  him  to  pull  in  there  and  see  if  he  coidd 
get  them  off.  We  headed  in  for  the  wreckage,  but  ran  into  other 
ckage,  which  we  fonnd  out  there  to  be  the  submerged  portion  of  the 
)castle  and  forward  superstructure.  We  backed  out  and  again 
led  in  toward  the  flames.  We  then  found  that  it  was  the  after  part 
bhe  middle  superstructure,  abreast  of  the  port  crane.  There  were 
eral  boats  there,  which  had  already  taken  off  all  the  men,  so  we 
led  around  on  the  i)ort  quarter,  and  again  reported  to  the  captain 
t  the  boat  was  there  ready  to  take  off  anybody  else.  In  the  mean- 
He,  the  captain  had  ordered  the  shipto  be  abandoned.  Mr.  Wain- 
ght  asked  us  if  we  were  all  right.  We  told  him  yes,  and  asked  the 
tain  if  he  woold  not  get  in  the  Imrge.  He  replied,  ^<  No ;  I  want  my 
2  boat,"  and  then  ordered  all  of  our  boats  to  go  on  board  of  the  Ward 
e  steamer  the  (Hty  of  WashingUm.  He  then  put  his  orderly  and 
ryone  else  into  the  gig  and  got  into  the  gig  himself.  We  obeyed 
ers  and  went  aboard  the  Ci^  of  Washington.  Do  you  wish  me  to 
smy  fiirthert 

By  the  Judge- Advooatb: 

U  No.  Will  vou  please  describe  your  sensation  of  the  Lrst  shock  a 
ie  more  fully  f 

u  The  first  shock  was  not  a  very  severe  one,  although  it  was  suifl- 
it  to  put  all  of  the  lights  out.  It  impressed  me  as  sounding,  as 
rly  as  I  can  recollect,  like  a  10-inch  gun  fired  dose  aboard.  My 
>llection  is  tiiat  I  was  surprised  that  they  should  fire  on  us  with  such 
^  guns  BO  close  aboard. 

!.  I  suppose  yon  had  heard  no  report  in  connection  with  this — what 
lid  yoa  have  supposed!    YHiat  was  the  shock  liket 
«  It  was  a  dnll  concussion;  not  like  the  shock  of  a  rapid-firing  gon 
S.  Doc  207 9 
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or  a  6  inch  gun.  It  was  longer  and  deeper  in  tone,  and  also  with  more 
of  a  shake. 

Q.  Did  this  first  explosion,  or  whatever  it  was,  list  the  ship  aeyl 

A.  I  think  not 

Q.  By  the  time  yon  had  reached  the  deck  in  the  method  yoa  have 
described,  had  the  second  explosion  finished  completely  f 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  by  the  time  yon  reached  the  deck  there  was  no  more  upshoot 
of  flame  or  debris  or  anything  f 

A.  Only  a  few  cinders  and  sparks. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  When  you  got  up  on  the  poop  deck,  did  yon  notice  whether  the 
men  who  had  been  thrown  into  the  water  were  all  on  one  side  of  the 
ship  or  notf 

A.  My  impression  was  that  those  in  the  water  were  all  on  the  star- 
board side;  but  I  was  on  the  starboard  side  myself,  and  it  is  ];)ossible 
that  there  may  have  been  men  on  the  port  side  whom  I  did  not  hear. 
That  was  my  impression,  and  I  ordered  the  boat  to  pall  to  the  star- 
board side  to  pick  up  the  men  rather  than  the  port  side. 

Q.  How  did  you  reach  the  starboard  sidef 

A.  We  pulled  around  the  stern,  sir.  The  stem  was  cleared  of  wreck- 
age and  debris.    We  had  no  difficulty  around  the  stern. 

Q.  Yet  the  ship,  you  say,  was  listed  sharply  to  port  at  this  timef 

A.  To  port  at  this  time.  She  had  straightened  up  more,  which  led 
me  to  believe  that  she  was  on  bottom. 

Q.  But  she  was  listed  f 

A.  Tes,  sir;  she  was  still  listed;  not  so  much,  I  think,  as  when  sbe 
was  sinking. 

Q.  From  where  you  were  could  you  tell  from  the  shock,  etc.,  aboat 
where  the  explosion  occurred  f 

A.  Only  that  the  explosion  seemed  to  me  to  come  from  well  forward. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  from  which  side  it  came  fromf 

A.  No,  sir.  I  had  an  impression,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  strong 
enough.  My  impression  was  at  the  time — that  is  to  sa^ ,  my  impressioo 
now  is — that  it  came  from  port,  if  there  is  any  distinction ;  but  I  do 
not  think  it  was  strong  enough  at  the  time  to  notice — simply  that  it 
was  an  explosion  from  forwai^ 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wlt^ 
ness  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 
report  tomorrow  morning  at  10  (^clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  wilk 
so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdraw 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  wil 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amend 
his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request  wtf 
granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  he 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matteit 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Lieut.  Gael  W.  JimoEN,  XT.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  befoli 
the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president: 

Examined  by  the  Judos- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  yon  are  attaeheii^ 
A.  Carl  W.  Jungeu,  lieutenant.  United  States  l^avy,  attached  to  ttl 
n.  B.  8.  Ma4ne. 
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i.  How  long  have  yon  been  aboard  the  MtUmet 

L  Nearly  two  years  and  a  half,  sir. 

i^  Ever  since  her  commission  f 

I.  Ever  since  her  commission.    I  went  into  commission  with  her. 

}.  What  have  been  yonr  duties  since  that  timef 

L  Watch  and  division  ofQcer,  sir. 

I.  What  division  did  you  have  at  the  time  of  her  destmotionf 

L  I  had  command  of  the  second  division,  the  forward  turret. 

l^  How  long  had  you  had  that  division  f 

L  About  a  year  and  a  half,  sir. 

^  When  did  you  last  have  gunnery  drill  on  board  the  Jfatii^  t 

L.  On  the  Thursday  previous  to  the  accident    I  don't  remember  the 

e— general  quarters. 

I,  Did  you  not  have  gunnery  drill  the  day  before,  on  Monday  f 

L.  Yes,  sir;  we  did. 

1.  After  that  drill,  was  all  powder  that  was  gotten  up  properly  sent 
3w  and  stowed  away  f 

L.  We  didn't  get  up  any  powder  at  all  at  tbat  drill. 

^  Then  there  was  no  powder  outside  the  magazines,  as  far  as  yon 

iw,  snbsequent  to  the  last  time  it  was  gotten  upf 

L  No,  sir. 

2*  It  was  all  properly  stowed  in  the  magazine  f 

L.  All  properly  stowed  away.    That  is,  I  have  not  charpe  of  the 

wing  away,  but  there  was  none  gotten  up. 

2.  Was  there  anything  kept  in  the  loading  or  passing  rooms  which 
inld  not  be  there  f 

I..  No,  sir;  nothing  that  should  not  be  there,  although  there  was  an 
7a  supply  of  10-inch  shell  ready  for  immediate  use,  which  had  l)een 
tten  up  on  the  night  that  we  started  over  for  Havana  Irom  Tortugas. 
2.  Who  was  the  gunner's  mate  of  your  division  f 
i.  Bieger.    I  don't  remember  his  first  name. 
j.  He  was  a  reliable  manf 

1.  Tes,  sir:  he  was. 

j.  Do  you  know  a  seaman  by  the  name  of  Neflson,  who  used  to  be  on 
» steam  launch  of  the  Maine  f 
i.  I  do,  sir. 

2.  What  duties  was  he  performing  just  lately  before  the  explosion  f 
L.  I  don't  know,  sir,  that  he  was  performing  any  special  duties  other 
in  those  of  seaman  in  the  forecastle,  where  he  belonged. 

^  What  was  the  man's  record  and  character  * 

k.  Excellent,  sir. 

2-  Was  he  a  very  reliable  manf 

1.  I  should  say  he  was. 

2.  At  the  time  of  the  explosion  he  was  in  Lieutenant  Jenkins's  divi- 
n,  was  he  notf 

k.  Tee,  in  the  first  division. 

2.  And  the  regular  captain  of  the  hold,  was  he  in  the  shipf 

^  No,  sir;  the  regular  captain  of  the  hold  was  sent  to  the  marine 

»pital  some  days  tofore  we  left  Key  West,  on  or  about  the  20th  oi 

auary. 

2.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  and  I  shall  prove  before  the  court  that 

s  seaman,  Neilson,  was  acting  captain  of  the  hold  at  the  time  of  the 

>lo6ion.    I  therefore  ask  you  his  character.    It  was  thoroughly 

lablet 

L*  I  consider  him  so,  sir. 

^  While  officer  of  the  deck  of  the  Maim^  in  the  harbor  of  Hsrana, 
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did  you  ever  notice  any  hostile  demonstration  afloat,  in  the  way  of  boats    .. 
attempting  to  approach  the  ship,  that  had  to  be  warned  ofFt 

A.  No,  sir;  I  never  did. 

Q.  From  yonr  knowledge  of  the  swinging  of  the  ship,  do  you  think 
that  at  the  time  of  her  explosion  she  was  swinging  in  an  unasnal 
direction  f  / 

A.  I  coald  not  tell  that  positively  withoat  referring  to  the  log*  book,  ^ 
bat  I  think  not. 

Q.  Were  you  below  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  f 

A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Where!  ; 

A.  I  was  sitting  in  the  mess  room,  the  after  part,  at  the  small  table.  ' 
Assuming  that  the  ship  was  heading  north,  I  was  sitting  at  the  south-  -'■ 
west  comer  of  that  table,  talking  to  Mr.  Jenkins  and  Mr.  Holman.  Mr.  « 
Holman  was  sitting  at  nearly  the  opposite  comer,  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  I  -^^ 
think,  was  standing  at  the  time.  '^' 

Q.  Will  you  please  describe  to  the  court  your  experiences  of  this  ^*' 
explosion,  all  you  saw,  heard,  and  felt  up  to  the  time  that  the  whole  ^i 
thing  was  overf  ^'^i 

A.  I  had  just  arisen  from  my  seat.  I  had  finished  smoking  a  cigar  ( ! 
which  I  had  in  a  cigar  holder.  I  had  flicked  the  cigar  out  of  it,  and  a  M: 
piece  of  the  wrapper  was  adhering  to  the  inside,  which  I  palled  out  ^^^ 
As  I  pulled  that  out  the  explosion  occurred.  I  remember  that  dis-  ^^k 
tinctly.  It  was  not  an  explosion.  It  was  a  dull,  deafening  roar^fol*  m^ 
lowed  immediately  by  a  tremendous  crash,  and  it  seemed  as  though  ^if| 
the  whole  ship  was  falling  to  pieces.  Mr.  Holman  jumped  up  wd  '»- 
remarked,  '^  We  have  been  torpedoed,"  which  was  the  general  impress  ^^ 
sion  we  all  had.    He  added :  <^  Follow  me."  « 

There  was  a  sufQcieut  interval  between  the  time  it  took  me  to  get 
from  that  end  of  the  table  to  the  door  opposite  in  the  mess  room  before 
the  lights  were  extinguished,  so  that  I  saw  what  appeared  to  me  a  thick  ■ 
dust  or  ashes  or  brown  smoke.    It  may  have  been  the  dust  that  was 
shaken  up  from  the  ship.    I  detected  no  odor,  nor  did  I  experience  any 
discomfort  from  it  in  passing  through  it.    This  lasted  long  enough-^, 
that  is,  the  interval  of  time  was  sufliciently  long — for  me  to  reach  thft 
door  and  see  that.    I  believed  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Jenkins  and  Mcw^ 
Holman  were — I  know  Mr.  Holman  was  and  I  believe  Mr.  Jenkins  w; 
right  ahead  of  me.    Total  darkness  followed,  and  I  saw  no  one  th 
I  stretched  out  my  hands.    I  knew  where  I  was,  but  I  was  afraid 
missing  my  way.    So  I  stretched  out  my  hands  to  catch  hold  of 
engine-room  hatch,  which  was  right  there.    I  followed  along  that 
my  other  hand  and  reached  the  ladder.    I  got  up  the  ladder  and 
the  passageway  of  the  after  superstructure.    I  thought  I  saw  the 
tain's  orderly  there,  though  I  am  not  sure  it  was  he.    I  ran  out  throi 
that  passageway  and  turned  to  the  left,  with  the  intention  of  go; 
forwa^rd.    As  I  was  coming  up  the  ladder  I  heard  three — I  think  it 
three— distinct  explosions.    One  of  them  was  more  powerful  than 
other  two.    The  other  two  were  of  a  character  that  at  the  mo 
impressed  me  as  being  the  fire  of  a  6  or  8  inch  gun,  and  the  tho 
flashed  through  my  mind  that  we  were  being  fir^  on,  after  being 
pedoed,  by  the  Spanish  cruiser  that  was  lying  within  200  yards 
at  her  usual  buoy,  where  she  had  been  ever  since  we  had  been  in 

Q.  The  Alfonso  Dooef 

A.Yes,8ir.  As  I  turned  to  the  left,  I  encountered  a  mass  of 
aod  debris  which  had  fallen  on  top  of  the  awning.    The  awnin 
beat  i^raid,  so  that  I  could  not  get  forward.    I  intended  at  th^ 
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to  my  station  at  ^neral  quarters.  Then  I  made  an  eftbrt  to  Mt  tD 
idder,  and  I  could  not — the  ladder  that  leads  np  the  iH>op.  Find- 
hat  I  could  not  get  on  the  poop  that  way,  I  turned  around  and 
ht  hold  of  the  iron  watertight  door  on  that  superstructure — the 
that  I  had  passed  through — and  tried  to  raise  myself  on  iU  I 
I  the  first  time,  and  then,  by  a  superhuman  effort,  I  swung  myself 
I  got  my  foot  up  on  the  waterway,  and  then  I  let  go  one  hand  and 
bed  where  I  knew  there  onght  to  be  a  rail.  It  was  a  chain  that 
been  replaced  by  a  rail.  I  caught  hold  of  tJiat  and  swung  myself 
The  captain  and  the  executive  officer  were  on  deck  at  the  time. 
'  had  gotten  there  in  the  meanwhile,  and  I  heard  the  captain  give 
)  order  about  flooding  the  magazines. 

r.  Wainwright  made  the  remai-k,  ^^  There  is  no  use  flooding  the  mag- 
as;  the  ship  is  sinking."    I,  myself,  then  realized  that  the  ship  was 
ing.    Then  the  captain  gave  the  order  to  lower  the  boats.    There 
I  very  few  x>eople  on  the  poop  that  I  could  see.    I  groped  my  way  aft. 
the  skylights  and  the  wreckage  that  was  there,  to  the  barge.    I 
d  Mr.  Morris  at  the  forward  boat.    I  recognized  him  and  Mr.  Catlin 
he  after  boat.    I  directed  Mr.  Catlin  to  get  into  the  boat  and  see 
the  plug  was  in  it.   I  could  not  see  then.    There  was  a  dark  shadow, 
ippose,  which  was  cast  on  the  water  by  the  light  forward,  and  1 
d  not  see  how  high  the  water  was  up  on  the  ship's  side.    He  said 
rst  he  could  not  find  the  plug.    I  told  him  to  throw  the  grating  over- 
rd  and  see  if  he  could  not  get  at  it.    Finally  he  got  it^  and  I  reported 
I;  the  boat  was  ready  for  lowering.    Without  waiting  for  further 
£r8  I  lowered  the  boat.    I  lowered  it  about  8  feet,  I  suppose,  when  I 
g  out  to  Mr.  Catlin  to  let  me  know  when  the  boat  was  in  the  water, 
said  she  was  in  the  water  then.    Then  the  sentry  on  the  poop,  who 
I  loaded  his  rifle  when  the  explosion  took  place — he  had  orders  in  a 
Iden  emergency  to  load  his  rifle,  which  he  did — got  in  the  boat. 
[!here  were  two  men — I  don't  remember  who  they  were;  I  think  one 
them  was  a  mess  attendant  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Eush — who  I 
reeled  to  get  in  the  boat.    Then  I  got  in  the  boat  myself  to  go  around 
id  help  pick  up  the  men  who  were  in  the  water.    There  was  a  great 
ud  of  hsdlooiDg  and  screaming  for  help.    As  I  was  about  to  shove 
ff,  only  having  four  x>eople  in  the  boat,  Mr.  Morris  got  in.    The  pay- 
aaster  and  the  chaplain,  and  Mr.  Blow,  and  another  man  appeared  at 
^eral,  and  I  told  them  to  get  in.    It  was  the  barge — a  large  boat, 
^ey  got  in  and  they  all  took  oars,  and  I  took  the  boat  and  pulled 
Kound.  I  had  to  pull  around  clear  of  all  the  wreckage  that  had 
nulen  in  the  water,  which  was  very  thick,  like  the  driftwood  you  see 
fiometiines  in  the  Mississippi  Biver.    You  could  not  pull  through  it. 
1  on  had  to  pull  around  it    We  pulled  around  on  the  starboard  side.    I 
8a^  BO  one  aft,  but  I  picked  up  a  man  opposite  the  forward  turret. 
■"»€tt  I  went  around  the  bows  of  the  ship,  or  what  has  since  transpired 
^®^®  bows,  but  which  we  took  at  the  time  to  be  the  wreck  of  a  fire- 
Mipjbecanse  I  heard  someone  remark  while  I  was  on  the  i)Oop  that 
wJ|Me  was  a  fire  ship  down  on  us.    I  worked  my  way  aft  on  the  star- 
"^^  side  again  to  the  quarter,  and  the  ship  by  that  time  was,  as  near 
ss  1  could  make  out,  sunk  until  the  upper  superstructure  was  flush 
with  the  water.  ft'         t^ 

a  «  ^^^  several  boats  standing  by  to  take  the  captain  and  execu- 
HJ^  officer,  who  were  the  last  x)eop1e  to  leave,  as  I  remember.  I  offered 
TO  captain  my  boat  and  he  said  he  wanted  to  go  in  his  own.  Other 
^<*^offeted  their  boats.  When  I  got  around  on  the  starboad  side, 
I  ®^a  several  boats  theie,  two  Spanish  boats,  and  two  boats  ^hich  1 
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took  to  be  merchant  boats,  and  some  smaller  boats  from  shore.  Besides 
oar  two  boats,  I  believe,  and  the  second  wbaleboat,  which  had  been 
lowered,  they  all  had  survivors,  people  they  had  picked  np.  When  I 
got  around  to  the  quarter  again,  the  captain  gave  the  order,  before  he 

f3t  in  bis  boat,  for  all  the  boats  to  go  alongside  the  Ward  Line  steamer, 
shoved  off  then  with  the  people  I  had  in  the  boat  and  went  alongside^ 
I  pat  this  man  on  board,  and  just  then  it  began  to  rain  quite  hard.  It 
rained  harder  a  little  later,  for  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  I  should 
say.  Then  I  got  all  the  officers  and  the  wounded  man  out.  I  directed 
them  to  go  ahead,  as  the  other  boats  were  coming  alongside.  Then  I 
went  down  into  the  cabin,  and  my  first  thought  was  to  see  if  Doctor 
Henneberger  was  there.  I  found  him  attending  the  wounded.  Mr. 
Blow  went  down  to  assist  him.    That  is  all  that  I  can  think  of. 

Q.  In  the  first  part  of  your  evidence  you  spoke  of  an  interval  several 
times.    What  interval  do  y  ou  refer  tol 

A.  It  seemed  to  me  an  appreciable  interval  between  the  roar  and  the 
crash  and  the  extinguishment  of  the  lights,  which  was,  as  I  say,  suffi- 
ciently long  to  enable  me  to  travel  from  that  end  of  the  table  to  the 
door,  which  was  probably  8  feet,  but  the  way  I  went  around  the  table 
it  was  probably  a  longer  distance. 

Q.  Did  you  not  testify  to  two  shocks,  two  explosions  f 

A.  I  testified  to  the  original  roar  and  crash,  and  then,  as  I  remember, 
three  distinct  explosions,  one  of  them  being  more  violent  than  thereat 
of  them.  The  other  two  that  I  speak  of  reminded  me  of  the  firing  of 
a  6  or  8  inch  gun. 

Q.  Will  you  describe  a  little  more  distinctly  the  three  different  explo- 
sions; how  they  took  place  and  the  interval  between  themf 

A.  I  can  not  give  you  a  proper  conception  of  the  time. 

Q.  Ton  have  not  stated  yet  whether  the  big  explosion  was  the  first 
or  the  second  or  the  third,  and  you  have  not  stated  definitely  at  which 
time  the  lights  went  out.    Which  explosion  came  first;  the  small  onef 

A.  The  first  explosion,  as  I  said,  was  a  dull,  deafening  roar,  followed 
immediately  by  a  crash.  By  the  time  I  got  to  the  door,  I  should  saj, 
the  lights  all  went  out.  Then  there  was  another  explosion,  which  wtf 
more  violent  than  any  explosion  I  had  heard,  that  1  could  not  liken  to 
anything  except  possibly  the  explosion  of  a  magazine. 

Q.  When  did  the  lights  go  out  in  reference  to  this  second  explosioni 

A.  About  simultaneously. 

Q.  Then  you  think  the  dynamo  may  have  been  destroyed  at  the  secoDd 
explosion. 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  not  by  the  first  1 

A.  Not  by  the  first. 

Q.  Was  there  any  perceptible  list  or  lifting  of  the  ship  at  the  first 
explosion  f 

A.  I  did  not  notice  that. 

Q.  Did  you  locate  in  yoar  own  mind  this  first  explosion  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  located  it  on  the  starboard  side,  as  I  supposed. 

Q.  Forward  or  aft! 

A.  Starboard  forward,  and  aA  I  supposed  about  under  the  forward 
turret. 

Q.  That  was  your  impressioD  f 

A.  That  was  my  impression. 

Q.  And  the  second  one;  where  did  you  locate  thatf 

A.  Forward;  but  I  could  not  tell  whether  it  was  a  magazine  or 
whether  it  was  a  second  explosion  similar  to  the  first. 
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By  the  time  you  reached  the  deck  the  ezploelons  had  finished  f 

The  explosion  had  finished;  yes,  sir. 

As  to  the  boats  in  the  water;  were  there  more  on  one  side  than 

e  other,  and  which  sidef 

I  ooaldn't  tell  you  that,  sir;  because  when  I  went  around  to  the 

of  the  ship  I  only  saw  one  man  in  the  water  on  the  starboard 

You  went  around  on  thex>ort  side  from  starboard  f 

I  went  around;  yes,  sir. 

Why  did  you  not  go  right  out  to  portf 

Because  I  thought  the  explosion  was  on  the  starboard  side. 

Yon  beard  the  hallooiDg  more  on  the  starboard  sidef 

I  didn't  hear  any  hallooing  at  first    My  attention  was  called  to 

he  men  were  ycdling,  and  it  appeared  to  me  to  come  from  the 

side  of  the  ship. 

ty  the  GouBT: 

When  did  you  first  notice  the  list  of  the  shipf 

I  didn't  notice  that  until  I  caught  hold  of  the  door  to  go  up  on 

il>erstructure.    Then  I  noticed  that  the  ship  listed. 

After  you  had  been  up  through 

Up  over  the  ladder  and  through  this  passageway  to  turn  to  go 
krd. 

Which  ladder  did  you  go  up  from  the  berth  deck  to  the  main  deck  f 
The  ladder  that  is  usually  designated  as  the  wardroom  ladder. 
Which  one  is  thatf 

That  goes  up  from  forward  of  the  water-tight  bulkhead  separate 
le  wardroom  proper  from  the  after  torpedo  room. 
That  is  not  quite  the  answer  I  want.    Was  it  the  starboard  lad- 
Did  it  land  you  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  main  deck  or  the 
sidef 

It  landed  me  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  main  deck. 
So  you  did  not  notice  that  that  ladder  was  unusually  steep f 
JSTo,  sir;  I  did  not. 

You  did  not  notice  whether  it  was  or  notf 
No,  sir. 

Are  there  two  ladders  there  f 

There  are  two  ladders  there,  alongside  of  each  other.    It  is  really 
le  ladder.    There  is  a  crossbar  from  the  hatch  to  the  grating. 
The  ladders  lead  the  same  way  f 
Yes,  sir;  the  ladders  lead  from  port  to  starboard. 
To  make  it  x)erfectly  clear,  between  these  two  heavy  explosions 
lad  time  after  the  first  explosion  to  turn  around  and  go  about 
et? 

Yes,  sir;  so  it  appeared  to  me. 

The  other  explosions  to  which  you  refer  were  smaller  onesf 
Smaller;  yes,  sir. 
And  occurred  some  time  after  f 

They  occurred  while  I  was  going  up  the  ladder  and  before  I  got 
e  superstructure  door. 

But  the  fact  that  there  were  at  first  two  explosions  made  a  dis 
i  impression  upon  your  mindf 
Yes,  sir. 

Which  would  you  designate  as  the  more  severe  explosion,  the  first 
or  the  second  onef 
•  The  first  one;  because  the  crash  and  everything  came  with  that, 


136  DESTRUCTION   OF   THE   U.  8.  Bi.TTL£   SHIP   MAINE. 

and  the  second  one  sounded  as  though  it  were  an  explosion  with< 
being  attended  with  the  same  effects.  Where  I  was  at  the  time,  a 
found  out  afterwards,  toward  that  part  of  the  ship  the  smokestacks  I 
fiftUen — and  I  suppose  they  made  as  much  crash  as  anything — one 
one  side  and  one  on  the  other. 

By  the  Judge- Advooatb: 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  about  two  more  men  in  the  ship,  as  you  hi 
been  in  her  since  her  commission.  Sailmaker's  Mate  Boos — ^is  he 
board  ship  a  reliable  manf 

A.  In  his  duties  he  is  a  very  reliable  man.  He  was  sometimes  gii 
to  insobriety  when  he  went  on  liberty,  but  I  never  noticed  anything 
board  ship. 

Q.  I  believe  he  was  one  of  the  two  men  who  made  the  8  p.  m.  repc 
to  the  executive  officer  f 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  consider  Master-at-Arms  White  as  to  reliabUityf 

A.  He  seemed  to  be  a  very  reliable  man — ^very  attentive  to  his  duti 

The  judge  advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  ^ 
nesB  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  w 
so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdr 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  ^ 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opx)ortunity  to  amc 
his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request  ^ 
granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matt 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Naval  Cadet  Ahon  Bbonson,  Jr.,  IT.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witu< 
before  the  coui-t,  and  was  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  State  your  name^  rank,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached  f 

A.  Amon  Bronson,  jr.,  naval  cadet,  attached  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Maine* 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Maine  t 

A.  Since  May  17, 1897. 

Q.  What  duties  have  you  performed  during  that  timef 

A.  I  have  performed  boat  duty,  deck  duty — that  is.  supervision  as  tl 
oommissioned  officer  of  the  deck — ^and  mate  of  the  aeck. 

Q.  Mate  of  the  upper  deckf 

A.  Mate  of  the  upper  deck  and  mate  of  the  main  deck. 

Q.  What  division  were  you  in  lastf 

A.  The  second  division,  all  the  time  I  was  on  the  ship. 

Q.  That  is  the  forward  turret  division  f 

A.  The  forward  turret  division. 

Q.  At  all  times  when  gunnery  occurred  in  that  division,  has  powd< 
always  been  sent  below  properly  after  the  exercise  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  of  the  Maine? 

A.  I  was  lying  in  my  bunk  in  my  room. 

Q.  Which  room  is  thatf 

A.  The  forward  room  of  the  steerage. 

Q.  Please  describe  what  you  heard  and  felt  and  saw. 

A.  My  first  impression  was  that  a  salute  was  being  fired.  That  v 
before  die  crash  came.  That  is  the  impression  which  1  have  now.  Tli 
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was  the  first  thought  that  entered  my  mind.  Then  mv  bonk  was  lifted 
beneath  me,  and  the  ship  listed  over  to  port  The  lights  were  out,  and 
I  heard  the  water  rushing  outside  in  the  passageway.  I  eonld  hear  the 
cries  of  the  men  in  the  marines'  compartment.  For  a  very  small  amount 
of  time  I  listened  to  these  cries. 

Q.  When  you  thought  there  was  a  salute  being  fired,  did  you  feel  a 
shock  of  the  shipf 

A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  just  merely  the  first  idea  that  flashed  through 
my  mind.    I  felt  a  tremendous  shock. 

Q.  How  long  after  that  shock  did  you  feel  the  explosion  f 

A.  I  can  not  state,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  a  distinct  interval  f 

A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  state,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  a  list  of  the  ship  at  the  first  explosion  f 

A.  Almost  simultaneously  with  the  explosion. 

Q.  There  was  a  listf 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  wayf 

A  To  port 

Q.  The  ship  settled  to  portf 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  she  never  was  lifted  upf 

A.  I  was  lying  in  my  bunk,  and  I  felt  the  bunk  lifted  beneath  me. 

Q.  That  was  at  the  first  shock  f 

A.  The  first  shock;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Everything  was  over  by  the  time  you  reached  the  deck  in  the  way 

of  explosions  and  small  shots! 

A.  I  heard  no  small  shots  until  about  half  an  hour  afterwards,  when 

I  heard  the  smaU-arm  ammunition  going  off.    I  heard  no  small  shot 

The  explosion  did  not  sound  loud  in  the  steerage  at  all. 

BytheOouBT: 

Q.  You  are  only  conscious  of  one  shock  f 

The  Judos- Advocate.  He  says  he  is  not  prepared  to  say.  He  says 
there  was  a  shock  and  an  explosion,  but  he  is  not  prepared  to  state 
there  was  a  distinct  intervaL 

By  the  Judge- Advooatb  : 

Q.  Were  you  asleep  at  the  timef 
A  No,  sir;  I  was  reading. 
Q.  In  your  bunkf 
A  In  my  bunk. 
0-  Upper  bunkf 
A.  Lower  bunk. 

By  the  CoUBT : 

Q.  Ton  say  you  do  not  remember;  you  did  not  say  that  either,  but 
yoQ  8ay  you  did  not  separate  the  explosion  into  two  parts! 

A  Ko,  sir;  I  simply  know  that  the  first  idea  that  flashed  across  my 
DUDd  was 

Q*  We  do  not  care  about  that  You  are  convinced  yourself  that 
&at  was  not  correct;  that  there  was  no  salute  being  fired f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Ton  are  convinced  that  that  is  not  sof 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  were  convinced  immediately  of  that,  were  you  notf 

A  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  When  you  felt  the  bonk  being  lifted  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  from  what  followed,  you  knew  that  it  was  not  a  salntet 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  or  do  you  not  remember  that  there  were  two  parts  to  that 

A.  I  do  not  remember. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit 
ness  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  t 
report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  wit 
80  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdraw 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  wi! 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amen 
his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request  wa 
granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupou  h 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  mattei 
X>ertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Naval  Cadet  D.  F.  Boyd,  Jr.,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witaei 
before  the  court,  and  was  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attacheri 

A.  David  F.  Boyd,  jr.;  naval  cadet,  U.  S.  Navy;  attached  to  aii< 
serving  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  Uow  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Maine  f 

A.  Since  the  19th  of  June,  1897. 

Q.  What  duties  have  you  performed  in  that  timef 

A.  The  duties  of  junior  officer  of  division,  junior  watch  officer,  an< 
mate  of  the  deck. 

Q.  What  deck  have  you  been  mate  of  1 

A.  Mate  of  the  berth  deck  and  mate  of  the  superstructure  deck. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  mate  of  the  berth  deck  ? 

A.  From  the  latter  part  of  August  until  the  1st  of  January. 

Q.  Who  relieved  you  then! 

A.  Naval  Cadet  W.  T.  Oluverius. 

Q.  What  are  your  duties  as  mate  of  the  berth  deckf 

A.  To  see  that  all  compartments  are  not  open,  except  those  authoi 
ized  to  be  open,  and  to  see  that  those  compartments  are  water-tight. 

Q.  Which  compartments  are  authorized  to  be  kept  open  by  the  rule 
of  t!  e  shipf 

A.  The  clothing  issuing  room,  the  dynamo  room,  the  forward  an< 
Aer  10-inch  handling  room,  and  the  passage  between  the  steerage  aD< 
wardroom. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  keeping  the  forward  10-inch  handling  rooi 
open! 

A.  It  necessarily  must  be  kept  open,  because  there  is  a  track  run 
ning  in  to  the  base  of  the  turret.  The  compartment  can  not  be  watei 
tight. 

Q.  That  compartment  is  open  below  deckf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  does  not  open  on  the  berth  deck  at  allf 

A.   No,  sir. 

Q.  But  the  after  10-inch  handling  room  does  open  on  the  berth  deckl 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.   On  account  of  there  being  more  heat  there  f 

A.  YeS;  air;  it  is  over  the  evaporating  room. 
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Q.  Ererything  else  is  locked  ap  at  night,  and  reported  so  at  8  o^olookl 
A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Who  are  the  men  who  make  these  reports  f 
A.  The  captain  of  the  hold,  the  equipment  yeoman,  and  the  sail- 
maker's  mate. 
Q.  Are  they  reliable  men  on  board  shipf 
A.  So  far  as  I  know :  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  yourself  see  these  compartments  closed  at  night,  as  a 
rale! 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  always  find  the  duty  properly  executed  by  the  men  doing 
it! 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  The  regular  captain  of  the  hold,  I  believe,  was  sick  at  the  time 
of  tiie  explosion.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  acting  captain 
of  the  hold  f 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  division  were  you  in  lastf 

A.  The  third  division. 

Q.  That  is  the  after- turret  division  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  f 

A.  I  was  in  the  steerage  messroom — the  junior  officers'  messroom. 

Q.  Please  state  what  you  saw,  heard,  and  felt. 

A.  1  was  sitting  in  the  steerage  rea<liiig  at  the  time.  The  lights 
went  out.  A  crashing  booming  was  heard.  I  was  struck  in  the  back 
of  tbe  head  with  a  splinter,  and  remember  no  more  of  the  explosion. 

Q.  Were  you  made  senseless f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  1  know.  I  have  an  indistinct  memory  at  the 
tiiDe. 

Q.  You  rushed  up  on  deck,  you  say,  and  were  struck  in  the  head 

there f 

A.  No,  sir;  I  was  in  the  steerage. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  many  shocks  you  feltf 

A.  It  was  one  continuous  shock. 

Q.  One  continuous  shock  was  all  you  feltY 

A.  All  I  felt. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  you  got  on  deckY 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  remember  i)erfectly. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  any  list  of  the  ship  or  any  lift  of  the  shipf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q<  Describe  it  a  little  more  fully,  please.    • 

A.  When  I  collected  my  wits  I  grasped  Assistant  Engineer  Merritt 
i^the  hand  and  told  him  to  go  up  on  deck.  I  pulled  him  out  in  the 
passage  in  the  after  torpedo  room.  We  groped  along  the  bulkhead 
Qotil  we  came  to  the  turn  going  over  to  the  port  side.  At  this  moment 
the  Hhip  sank  down  amidships  and  heeled  over  on  the  port  side.  The 
'nsh  of  water  swept  us  apart.  I  grasped  the  steam  pipe  overhead — 
the  Bmall  steam-heater  pipe — and  worked  my  way  down  toward  the 
steerage  ladder,  but  it  was  gone.  I  worked  my  way  over  to  the  port 
side— on  this  steam  heater  pipe — hoping  to  escape  through  some  hole 
on  the  port  side.  The  water  was  rushing  through  the  air  ])ort8,  so  that 
I  was  not  able  to  hang  onto  this  small  pipe.  I  grasped  the  torpedoes 
that  were  triced  up  under  the  deck  beam,  and,  twining  both  arms  and 
^  around  it,  I  worked  my  way  inboard  toward  the  hatch,  feelVng 
deck  most  of  the  time  to  ftnd  tbe  batch.    The  water  at  this  tUDlb 
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was  almost  over  my  head;  almost  np  to  the  deck.  Some  buminfl 
cellulose  flared  up  ou  deck,  aud  I  saw  the  hatch  and  made  for  it  I 
escaped  through  a  mass  of  debris,  on  the  hatch  part  of  which  was  the 
second  cutter. 

Q.  Again  referring  to  the  shocks,  what  kind  of  a  shock  did  yon  first 
feelf 

A.  As  well  as  I  can  describe,  the  shock  was  more  that  of  a  large 
freight  train  being  coupled  up  together. 

Q.  That  was  the  first  shock  f 

A.  That  was  the  first  shock. 

Q.  The  other  was  continuous,  so  far  as  you  can  remember,  yon  sayf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  continual  roarf 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  splinters  and  glass  falling  in  the  steerage. 

Q.  Was  there  any  list  to  the  shipf 

A.  Not  until  we  got  in  the  passage. 

Q.  Then  she  list^  which  wayf 

A.  She  listed  to  port. 

Q.  Was  there  any  lifting  of  the  shipf 

A.  She  sank  amidships. 

Q.  Was  there  any  lifting  of  the  shipf 

A.  No,  sir;  none  that  I  remember. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

Q.  You  speak  of  being  knocked  senseless  by  a  splinter.  What  kind 
of  a  splinter f 

A.  I  think  it  must  have  been  wooden. 

Q.  Where  did  the  wood  come  from  f  The  thing  in  my  mind  is,  if  yoo 
were  knocked  senseless  with  a  splinter,  how  could  you  state  that  it 
was  by  a  splinter  f 

A.  I  was  struck  on  the  back  of  the  head.    That  is  all  I  know. 

Q.  By  something  f 

A.  By  something.  There  was  a  wooden  bulkhead  at  the  forward 
bulkhead  of  the  steerage.    I  suppose  it  was  wood  from  that. 

Q.  Did  yon,  as  mate  of  the  deck,  have  anything  to  do  with  the  care 
of  the  decks  below  the  berth  deck  f 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  How  far  down  did  your  duties  extend  f 

A.  My  duties  extended  to  every  compartment  below  the  berth  deck 
except  the  engine  room  and  fire  room  and  the  engineer's  storeroom. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  from  the  platform  deck  down  to  the  hold  or  level 
of  the  magazines f 

A.  How  could  you  get  from  the  berth  deck  down  to  the  holdf 

Q.  Yes;  from  the  platform  deckf 

A.  The  lore  holdf 

Q.  Yes;  the  fore  hold. 

A.  There  is  a  hatch  in  forward  compartment  AlOl.  You  go  down 
two  flights  of  ladders.  The  first  is  in  the  passage  between  the  rooms. 
The  second  goes  down  to  the  fore  hold  itself.  A 101  is  a  berth-deck 
compartment. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  down  to  the  magazines  f 

A.  From  the  10-inch  magazine  hatch  in  the  loading  room  for  the 
10-inch  tnrret. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wifr 
ness  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  duected  to 
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report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  ir hen  he  will  be  famished  with' 
80  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdraw^ 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he 
will  be  again  called  before  the  coort  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
amend  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request 
was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly.  WhereaiK>n 
be  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss 
matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 
The  court  then  (at  1  o'clock  p.  m.)  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 
Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the 
Btenographer. 

Lieut  George  F.  W.  Holhan,  IT.  S.  Navy,  a  witness  heretofore 
examined,  was  recalled  as  a  witness  before  the  court,  and  after  being 
caationed  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  the  oath  previously  taken 
by  him  was  still  binding,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  the  Judoe-Ad  vooats  : 

Q.  Mr.  Holman,  on  June  30,  1897,  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Mainej  Captain  Sigsbee,  made  out  a  report,  giving  the  amount  of  ammu- 
nition in  each  magazine  and  shell  room.  I  hold  a  copy  of  that  report 
in  my  hand.  Will  you  look  at  it  and  tell  us  whether  it  is  a  report  made 
OQt  from  data  furnished  by  youf    (Exhibit  6  shown  to  the  witness.) 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is.  I  can  not  recognize  it  from  anything  except 
the  official  letter  transmitting  it. 

Q.  Ton  did  assist  your  commanding  officer  in  making  up  such  a 
reports 

A.  I  did;  yes. 

Q.  Can  yon  state  what  material  changes  have  been  made  in  the  stow- 
age since  that  report  was  made! 

A.  No  material  cfaanges. 

Q.  Then  you  think  it  is  a  practically  correct  report  at  the  time  of  the 
explosion  f 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  where  rockets  and  blue  lights  and  such 
ttiings  were  stowed  on  board  the  Maine? 

A.  In  the  chart  house  or  the  pilot  house,  upon  the  bridge. 

Q.  AUofthemf 

A.  All  of  them,  I  think.  I  do  not  know  of  any  having  been  moved 
from  there.  They  were  stowed  there  originally,  and  I  know  of  no  move 
luiving  been  made. 

By  theOoUBT: 

Q.  Were  you  asked  in  your  testimony  before  how  many  explosions 
yon  heard  f 

A.  I  heard  and  felt  two,  one  a  small  one,  a  grumble  I  may  call  it,  and 

(hen,  aft^  a  very  short  interval,  probably  a  fraction  of  a  second, 

came  the  heavy,  loud,  booming  explosion. 

/       There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 

j     was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  pronounced 

oonect 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 
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Lieut.  A.  W.  Oatlin,  T7.  S.  Marine  Oorps,  appeared  as  a  witness 
before  the  court  and  was  daly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  yon  are  attached* 

A.  A.  W.  OatliUy  first  lieutenant  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  attached  to  tlie 
XT.  B.  8.  Maine. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Maine? 

A.  Sincethelst  of  August. 

Q.  In  charge  of  the  marine  guard  of  that  shipf 

A.  In  charge  of  the  marine  guard;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  August  of  last  year  f 

A.  August  of  last  year,  1897 ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  special  orders  were  given  the  marine  guard  of  your  ship 
during  her  last  stay  in  Havana  Harbor  in  the  way  of  special  precau- 
tions f 

A.  When  we  first  went  into  the  harbor,  there  were  two  extra  senti- 
nels put  on,  one  on  the  forecastle  and  one  on  the  poop,  armed  with 
rifles.  They  had  special  orders  to  challenge  all  boats  which  approached 
tiie  ship  near  enough  for  a  challenge,  and  in  case  any  boat  came 
toward  the  ship,  evidently  coming  to  the  ship,  to  report  immediately 
to  the  corporal  of  the  gua^rd,  by  the  sentinel,  and  to  the  officer  of  the 
deck.    These  sentinels  were  on  from  7  o'clock  at  night  until  daylight 

Q.  Where  was  the  corporal  of  the  guard  stationed  f 

A.  The  corporal  of  the  guard  was  stationed  in  the  starboard  gang- 
way. 

Q.  Was  there  an  extra  man  in  the  port  gangway  f 

A.  There  was  a  patrol  in  the  port  gangway. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  patrol  f 

A.  He  went  by  the  name  of  patrol,  because  his  beat  went  up  in  the 
forward  superstructure,  as  well  as  in  the  port  gangway. 

Q.  He  was  a  picked  manf 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Acting  as  corporal f 

A.  He  was  an  acting  corporal;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Doing  a  corporal's  duties  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  duties  did  the  corporal  of  the  guard  and  the  patrol  have,  in 
the  way  of  inspecting  the  ship  at  night f 

A.  The  corporal's  guard  went  below  every  half  hour  to  inspect  the 
ship  lights,  etc.,  and  the  patrol  took  his  place  in  the  starboai^  gang- 
way while  he  was  gone. 

Q.  All  this  was  faithftilly  carried  out  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge! 

A.  It  was.  I  visited  the  sentries  every  night,  once  before  and  once 
after  midnight,  while  we  were  in  Havana  Harbor,  and  always  found 
them  vigilant  and  attending  to  their  duties  properly. 

Q,  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  f 

A.  On  the  port  side,  in  the  wardroom.  I  was  in  room  No.  8,  which 
is  the  fourtti  room  from  forward. 

Q.  Just  state  to  the  court  what  you  felt,  heard,  and  saw  of  the  actual 
explosion  or  explosions  that  may  have  occurred. 

A.  I  was  sitting  in  my  room  readings  when  I  heard — ^I  do  not  know 
how  to  explain  it^-a  dull  sound,  a  loud  concussion,  and  the  shaking  of 
the  ship.  What  impressed  me  most  was  the  falling  of  things  around 
the  deck — ^I  suppose  electric-light  fixtures,  etc.  I  immediately  rushed 
up  on  deck.  The  lights  went  out  immediately.  I  rushed  up  on  deck, 
and  M I  came  on  deck  I  saw  the  whole  heavens  full  of  spariLS.    There 
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WB8  no  flame  then,  only  sparks  np  above.  Lient.  Commander  Wain- 
Wright  had  just  called  away  the  boats.  I  went  to  where  the  barge  was 
hanging.    Do  yon  wish  me  to  go  on  from  there  f 

Q.  No;  I  only  want  the  actual  explosion. 

A.  That  is  all  I  know,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  shocks  did  you  feelf 

A.  I  only  felt  one,  sir. 

Q.  The  lights  went  out  at  that  shock  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  immediately. 

Q.  And  it  was  all  over  by  the  time  you  reached  the  deckf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  listing  of  the  shipf 

A.  The  ship  listed  to  iM>rt. 

Q.  Immediately  f 

A.  I  don't  know,  sir.    She  was  listed  by  the  time  I  got  on  deck. 

Q.  Did  she  seem  to  be  lifted  at  the  time  of  the  shock  f 

A.  I  didn't  notice  it,  sir. 

The  jadge-adyocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock^  when  he  will  be  furnished 
witii  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of 
which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity  to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct. 
The  request  was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly; 
whereupon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to 
diseoss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Gunner  Joseph  Hill,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  before  the 
eourt,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advooate'. 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 

A  Joseph  Hill,  gunner,  United  States  Navy,  attached  to  the  U.  S.  S. 
Maine. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Maine  t 

A  About  twenty-nine  months. 

Q.  Ever  since  her  commission  f 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  were  you  relieved  from  duty  as  gunner  lastt 

A.  It  was  on  or  about  the  18th  of  January,  1898. 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  this  report  of  Gaptain  Sigsbee,  this  being  a  copy 
of  it,  and  state  whether  that  seems  to  be  practically  correct  in  regard 
to  the  stowage  of  ammunition  on  board  the  Maine  [Exhibit  G  shown  to 
the  witness]. 

A.  This  IS  about  it.    Do  you  mean  at  the  time  of  the  accidentf 

Q.  I  mean  whether  that  is  a  correct  report  on  June  30  f 

A«  Yes,  sir;  that  is  about  right. 

Q.  State  to  the  court  what  material  changes  have  been  made  since 
June  30, 1897,  of  any  kind,  in  the  stowage  of  ammunition. 

A.  I  believe  we  have  had  small  arm  target  practice  once.  I  think 
most  of  the  small-arm  ammunition  was  used  up  on  board,  but,  as  I 
onderstand,  some  time  after  I  was  put  under  suspension,  they  received 
about  70tO(K)  rounds  of  6-minimeter  ball  cartridges;  also  about  7,000 
rounds  of  blank  cartridges,  6-miuimeter,  and  as  near  as  I  can  under- 
stand there  was  some  of  that  stored  in  the  forward  fixed«ammun\t\cm 
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room  and  some  in  the  after  flxed-ammanition  room,  and  perhaps  some 
was  stowed  in  the  armory.    I  am  not  sure  about  it. 

Q.  Where  was  the  armory  situated  f 

A.  It  was  a  little  abaft  of  the  midship  line. 

Q.  On  the  main  deckf 

A.  On  the  upper  deck;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  look  specially  at  the  amount  of  ammunition  in  the  6-inch 
reserve  magazine,  and  tell  us  whether  that  was  practically  the  amount 
there  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  f 

A.  1  see  there  is  a  lot  of  saluting  powder  here.  Of  course  at  the  time 
I  was  put  under  suspension  I  believe  it  was  somewhere  about  that,  but 
since  that  I  could  not  state  what  changes  have  been  made  there. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  6-inch  charges  were  put  there  at  that  time! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  were  those  6- inch  charges  stowed  f  Were  they  stowed 
against  the  bulkheads  or  clear  of  the  bulkheads,  or  howf 

A.  They  were  stowed  on  wooden  racks  that  were  made  fast  to  the 
metal  bulkheads. 

Q.  Did  the  powder  tanks  abut  against  the  bulkheads  f 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  abut  against  the  bulkhead  which  divided  the  coal  bunker 
from  the  6.inch  reserve  magazinef 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  after  tier  did.  The  forward  tier  did  not,  because 
they  were  still  forward. 

Q.  They  were  against  the  bulkhead  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  abutted  i^ainst  the  outboard  bulkhead,  I  understand  yoa 
to  say  1 

A.  In  the  reserve  magazinef 

Q.  Yes. 

A.  No,  sir;  in  the  after  one. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  which  bunker  that  was  againstf 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  they  did  not  abut  against  the  fore  and  aft  bulkhead  on  the 
outboard  of  the  magazinef 

A.  The  side  of  the  tank  was  laying  up  there,  I  understand,  but  the 
end  of  the  tank  was  aft.    The  tanks  were  stored  fore  and  aft. 

Q.  You  think  they  touched  that  outboard  bulkhead  which  divides 
the  ma|^azine  from  the  coal  bunker  f 

A.  1^8,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  show  you  the  plan.  This  bulkhead  [pointing  to  a  fore- 
and-afb  bulkhead]  divides  the  magazine  from  coal  bunker  A16.  Did 
powder  touch  that  bulkhead  in  its  stowage  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  it  did  aft  here. 

Q.  It  did  in  the  after  part  of  the  magazine. 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  did  in  the  forward  part,  too,  because  there  was 
a  lot  of  spare  saluting  powder  stowed  there. 

Q.  And  that  was  close  against  the  bulkhead  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  as  near  as  I  can  remember  the  date  of  my  suspension. 

Q.  Did  you  take  the  temperature  of  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms, 
as  prescribed  by  regulations,  regularly  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  always  made  a  practice  of  seeing  the  gunners  take  it 

Q.  It  was  regularly  taken,  was  itf 

A.  Once  a  day. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  stowed  in  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms  in 
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way  of  high  explosives  or  anything  of  that  kind  which  should  not 
re  bet'n  stowed  there  according  to  ordnance  instructions T 
L  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  of  anything,  to  the  date  of  my  suspension. 
2.  Were  magazines  and  shell  rooms  always  carefully  locked  after 
y  had  been  opened  f 
i.  Yes,  sir. 

2.  And  the  keys  turned  int 
!L.  Tes,  sir. 

j.  There  was  always  a  regular  care  taken  in  the  delivery  of  the  keys 
i  the  locking  of  the  shell  room  and  magazines? 
A.  Yes,  sir, 

[2«  Are  the  magazines  lined  with  wood? 

A.  No,  sir;  not  as  I  remember.  The  plates  are  bare,  of  course,  and 
b  only  woodwork  I  remember  there  is  the  stowage  racks,  holding 
wder,  tanks,  and  shells.  They  are  made  fast  to  the  metal  bulkhead. 
(3.  Is  there  any  electric  wiring  that  leads  into  the  magazine  that 
mid  be  dangerous? 

A.  No,  sir;  the  wires  seemed  to  be  well  insulated.  Of  course  they 
I  into  the  light  box,  but,  as  I  remember,  they  came  down  through 
d  deck,  and  then  went  at  an  angle  into  the  light  box  itself.  As  I 
member  it,  the  wires  went  through  a  metal  casing. 
Q.  You  considered  the  wiring  perfectly  secure  T 
A.  Yes,  sir;  of  course  it  may  have  been  woodwork  painted  over 
lite,  but  I  never  examined  it  very  closely.  It  looked  very  much  to  me 
if  it  was  metal. 

Q.  Yon  never  had  any  trouble  with  the  light  boxes  in  the  way  ol 
ounding — with  the  lights  in  the  light  boxes? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  dynamo  tenders  found  considerable  trouble  in  keep* 
g  the  magazine  lights  in  order.    They  always  gave  as  an  excuse  that 
e  system  was  grounded  down  around  the  boxes. 
Q.  But  the  wiring  laid  directly  from  the  upper  deck  into  the  boxes, 
two  metal  cases? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  but  as  I  remember  it,  I  think  it  went  down  through  the 
lek  in  some  places,  and  then  went  at  an  angle  into  the  light  box  itself. 
Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion? 
A.  I  was  in  Havana. 
Q.  On  shore? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  theCoTJBT: 

Q.  How  were  the  6-inch  powder  tanks  stowed  with  reference  to  the 
el  of  the  ship  in  the  reserve  magazines? 

A.  They  are  stowed  in  line  with  the  keel,  I  should  judge  about  8  or 
feet  away  from  the  keel,  to  port. 

Q.  How  were  they  stowed?    What  kept  them  in  place? 
A.  Some  wooden  racks  which  secured  the  metal  bulkheads  in  the 
igazine,  and  the  powder  was  stowed  right  on  the  racks. 
Q.  Tell  us  how  these  racks  were  made. 

A.  The  magazine  itself  seemed  to  be  divided.    The  after  half  of  it 
IS  divided  into  two  compartments,  fore  and  ait  like,  and  there  were 
^ang  wooden  uprights,  secured  in  place  to  the  deck  above  and  to  the 
ler  bottom  of  the  ship,  and  from  this  ran  athwartships  some  other 
ttens,  a  sufficient  distance  apart  so  as  to  have  the  bottom  tank  rest 
one  and  the  lid  or  upper  part  of  the  tank  on  the  other. 
Q.  They  were  stowed  on  the  side,  were  they  not? 
A.  Yes,  sir;  the  tanks  were  stowed  on  the  side. 
S.  Doc.  207 JO 
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Q.  Were  these  battens  on  which  the  tanks  rested  straight? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  horizontal. 

Q.  They  were  not  cat  out  to  receive  the  tankt 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  these  upright  supports  between  the  horizontal  battens  p 
on  both  sides,  at  the  ends  of  these  horizonal  battens  f 

A.  Tes,  sir;  as  near  as  J  can  remember. 

Q.  Then  one  was  against  the  bulkhead  and  the  other  was  insid 
magazine? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Please  explain  how  the  powder  tanks  could  have  rested  ag 
the  bulkheads. 

A.  The  racks  were  secured  with  crosspieces,  horizontal  and  ath 
ships.  When  the  tank  was  shoved  in  place,  it  was  shoved  righ 
directly  against  the  metal  bulkheads. 

Q.  Where  were  these  upright  strips? 

A.  The  upright  strips  were  fore  and  aft  in  the  magazine,  makini 
bends  like  that  [indicating]. 

Q.  Fore  and  aft? 

A.  Two  compartments,  like. 

(The  witness  here  drew  a  sketch  and  explained  what  he  meai 
reierence  to  the  sketch.) 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  th< 
ness  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  direcl 
rei)ort  to-morrow  rooming  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished 
so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony,  and  asked  to  witli 
ibr  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  h 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  ai 
his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  reques 
granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupc 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  mt 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Boatswain  Fbangis  E.  Labein,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  wi 
before  the  court  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president: 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  atta 

A.  Francis  E.  Larkin,  boatswain,  U.  S.  Navy,  attached  to  the 
S.  Maine. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  tne  Maine? 

A.  From  September,  at  the  time  of  going  in  commission,  onti 
present  time. 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  the  night  of  her  explosion  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  make  the  usual  8  p.  m.  reports  to  the  executive  of 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Q.  Was  everything  secure  in  your  department  when  you  so  repo 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion? 

A.  Sitting  abaft  the  after  turret. 

Q.  On  the  main  deck? 

A.  Od  the  main  deck. 

Q.  Please  describe  what  you  saw,  felt,  and  heard. 

A.  I  remember  hearing  an  explosion.  I  do  not  remember  Ihe  vie 
of  it.    I  was  struck  on  the  head  about  the  same  time  and  daze 
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ftttompted  to  rise  and  fell  again.  Then  I  remember  crawlinf^  over  the 
wing  awning  on  the  port  side  of  the  cabin  np  on  the  poop  deck. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  there! 

A.  I  climbed  over  a  small  wing  awning  on  the  poop  deck.  I  helped  to 
tower  the  gig,  letting  down  a  6- inch  gun  port  in  the  rear,  and  breasting 
the  gig  off  as  she  lowered.    I  then  jumped  in  and  took  an  oar. 

Q.  You  do  not  renoieiDber  distinctiy  the  explosions,  then! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  there  was  one  or  whether  there  was 
two,  three,  or  four  explosions  t 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  any  movement  of  the  ship  when  the  explo- 
sion first  occurredt 

A.  Just  a  rendering  and  swaying  aU  around  me.  It  may  have  been 
from  my  dazed  condition,  or  it  may  have  been  from  the  ship. 

By  the  Goubt  : 

Q.  Yon  went  out  in  the  boat  to  pick  up  the  people  in  the  water  t 
A«  Yes,  sir;  we  were  pretty  close  to  the  wreck  all  the  time.    We 
picked  up  two  or  three  men  and  handed  them  in  other  boats  alongside. 

Q.  Where  were  these  men  t 

A  There  was  one  man  picked  out  of  a  mass  of  wreckage  there.  I 
dent  know  what  it  was.  £  think  Thompson  was  the  man's  name.  I 
remember  him  being  landed  in  the  gig  and  given  to  another  boat. 

Q.  On  which  side  of  the  ship  did  you  pick  the  man  up  T 

A  On  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  time  on  the  port  sidet 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  any  men  in  the  water  on  that  side! 

A.  I  didn't  see  any. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  any  men  on  the  port  side? 

A.  On  the  starboard  side.  I  didn't  see  anything  at  all  on  the  port 
Bide. 

Q.  I  asked  you  if  you  saw  any  men  on  the  iK>rt  side,  and  you  said 
yea  did  not. 

A«  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  gig  lowered  on  the  starboard  sidet 

A  Yes,  sir. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 
report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  famished  with 
80  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdraw 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  ux)on  the  completion  of  which  he  will 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amend 
his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request  was 
granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  he 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters 
ptttaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Carpenter  OBOBaE  Helm,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  before 
the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  JuBaE- Advocate  : 

Q.  State  your  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 

A  George  Helm ;  carpenter,  U.  8.  Navy ;  attached  to  U.  S.  S.  Maine, 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Maine/ 
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A.  Since  the  17th  of  September,  1895. 

Q.  That  is,  since  her  commissiou  ? 

A.  I  was  ordered  to  her  two  weeks  before  then. 

Q.  And  yoa  became  acqaainted  with  the  Maine^  then,  sometime  be: 
she  went  into  commission  T 

A.  Abont  two  weeks. 

Q.  Since  yon  have  been  attached  to  the  Maine  jon  have  done  a  gi 
deal  of  work  below  the  berth  deck  in  regard  to  keeping  the  comp 
ments  clean  and  in  proper  order,  and  all  thatt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  are  well  acqaainted  with  the  Maine  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  thoroughly. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  construction  of  the  magan 
of  the  Maine? 

A.  I  have  an  idea. 

Q.  Gould  you  tell  how  the  powder  is  stored  in  the  reserve  6-1 
magazines! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  the  racks  are  constructed  t 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  thickness  of  the  bulkhead  between  the  reserve  n 
azine  and  the  10-inch  shell  roomt 

A.  A  quarter  of  an  inch,  10  pounds  plating. 

Q.  And  the  same  between  the  10-inch  shell  room  and  the  10-i 
magazine? 

A.  The  same. 

Q.  Where  is  the  water-tight  bulkhead  abaft  the  reserve  magazi 
immediately  next  to  it  9 

A.  I  donh  quite  understand  that. 

Q.  What  water-tight  bulkhead  is  there  abaft  the  reserve  magazi 
Does  it  abut  against  it  or  notf 

A.  That  is  a  continuous  bulkhead. 

Q.  There  is  a  water-tight  bulkhead  immediately  abaft  itt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  thickness  of  that  bulkhead  T 

A.  Quarter  inch  10-pound  plating. 

Q.  Is  there  one  immediately  forward  of  the  reserve  magazine T 

A.  Yes;  that  is  a  water-tight  bulkhead. 

Q.  Is  there  one  between  the  forward  6-inch  magazine  and  the  fi 
ammunition  room! 

A.  Yes;  that  is  water-tight. 

Q.  Is  there  one  immediately  forward  of  the  forward  6-inch  magazi 

A.  That  is  water-tight. 

Q.  Were  all  bulkheads  and  everything  in  good  condition  on  be 
the  Maine  jnBt  previous  to  her  explosion? 

A.  First-class  condition. 

Q.  What  water-tight  doors  were  in  good  condition  t 

A.  They  were  all  in  good  condition. 

Q.  Had  the  regular  inspections  been  made  all  the  time  the  ship 
in  commission  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  the  8  p.  m.  reports  on  the  night  of  her  expiosio 
the  executive  officer! 

A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Was  everything  secure,  as  you  reported  itf 

A.  Everything  was  secure. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  tbe  explosion  t 


DESTRUCTION  OF  TUS  U.  8.  BATTLE  SHIP  MAINS.     149 

A«  I  was  in  my  bunk. 

Q.  Where  is  your  bonk  located! 

A«  Compartment  OlOO. 

Q.  The  forward  end  of  that  compartment  T 

A.  The  forward  end,  right  alongside  of  the  armor  of  the  barbette  or 

rret. 

Q.  It  is  on  the  berth  deck! 

A.  On  the  port  side. 

Q.  Well  outboard  t 

A.  Well  outboard,  near  the  skin  of  the  ship. 

Q.  Just  forward  of  the  torpedoes  t 

A.  Jnst  forward  of  the  torpedoes. 

Q.  Please  state  what  yon  felt,  heard,  and  saw  during  the  time  of  the 

[plosions. 

A.  I  only  heard  one  report. 

Q.  What  did  it  feel  like? 

A.  It  just  felt  about  like  a  6-incb  or  a  10-inch  gun  going  off,  as  near 

1 1  can  remember. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  heard  t 

A.  That  is  all  I  heard. 

Q.  Were  you  injured  in  any  wayf 

A.  None  that  I  know  of;  no,  sir. 

Q.  You  got  on  deck  without  any  trouble  T 

A.  I  got  on  deck  with  considerable  trouble;  that  is,  onto  the  main 
eck. 

Q.  Did  the  ship  seem  to  shake  or  shiver  any  during  this  report? 

A  None  that  I  can  remember. 

Q.  Did  she  list  any? 

A.  She  listed  to  starboard.    That  is  about  all  I  can  say. 

Q.  Were  you  wide  awake  when  the  thing  first  happened  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  asleep? 

A  Yes,  sir. 

By  theOoxTBT: 

Q.  Are  you  so  intimately  acquainted  with  the  construction  of  the 
Maine  that  you  could  recognize  portions  of  the  wreck — that  is,  I  mean 
Kf  the  hull — ^take  a  part  of  the  hull  detached  from  where  it  belongs 
ntirely? 

A  I  don't  know  about  that. 

Q.  Longitudinals  ami  so  out 

A  I  guess  they  would  be  pretty  hard  to  recognize,  unless  there  is 
omething  there  to  go  by,  such  as  main  drains  or  sluice  valves,  or  some* 
hisg  like  that,  that  you  could  locate. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  anything  of  the  longitudinals?  Are  they  not  dif- 
Brent  in  width  or  in  depth? 

A.  Very  little.  I  dont  supiK>8e  there  is  more  than  3  or  4  inches  dif- 
vence. 

Q.  How  many  longitudinals  were  there? 

A.  There  were  three,  first,  second,  and  third,  and  the  bottom  of  the 
rwer  wing  passage  formed  the  fourth,  and  the  upper  wing  passage 
nrmed  the  fifth. 

Q.  How  high  did  the  highest  longitudinal  come? 

A.  The  third  longitudinal  is  water-tight    The  fifth  is  formed  by  the 

pper  wing  passage. 

Q.  Are  not  these  \ougitnAin»lsBnfScJ0Dtin  depth  to  be  able  to  r«cog* 

ice  them  from  tfaair  depth  f 
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A.  Forward  yoa  could ;  yes.  I  gaess  yoa  coold  recognize  them  for 
ward  as  they  taper  so  low  there. 

Q.  What  was  the  thickness  of  the  protective  deck  of  that  shipt 

A.  Two  inches.    That  is,  two  1-inch  plates  riveted  together. 

Q.  What  was  the  thickness  of  her  side  armor  t 

A.  Her  side  armor  was  11  inch. 

Q.  All  overt 

A.  No;  it  tapered  down  to  7  inches. 

Q.  Did  it  taper  fore  and  aftt 

A.  It  tapered  aft 

Q.  What  was  the  thickness  of  the  wood  backing  t 

A.  That  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  were  the  sizes  of  the  armor  bolts  9 

A.  The  wooden  backing  was  8  inches. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  remember,  how  big  were  the  bolts  T 

A.  The  bolts  for  screwing  the  armor  were  between  3f  and  4  inches  In 
diameter. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Ton  said  the  armor  belt  was  11  inches.  Are  you  certain  of  thstt 
Was  it  not  12 1 

A.  All  I  have  to  go  by  is  the  plan.  [After  examination  of  the  plan.] 
They  are  12  inches  on  top;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  the  armor  belt  tapered  aftt 

A.  She  tapered  afb  abaft  the  engine  room. 

Q.  You  mean  it  sloped  down  aftt 

A.  It  sloped;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  did  not  taper  and  get  thinner  as  it  went  aft,  did  itt 

A.  Oh,  no. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  That  is  what  I  understood  you  to  mean. 

A.  That  they  get  thinner  t 

Q.  Yes. 

A.  No;  it  slopes. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  How  far  down  did  the  double  bottoms  extend! 
A.  The  double  bottoms  extended  from  frame  12  forward  to  frame  73 
forward. 
Q.  How  far  did  the  bilge  keel  extend  forward  t 
A.  The  bilge  keel  started  in,  I  think.  «t  frame  28. 
Q.  Do  you  know  how  far  they  were  nrom  the  keelt 
A.  No,  I  do  not. 

The  judge  advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  witncsi 
be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to  reporl 
to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with  « 
much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdrai 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  wil 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  ameot 
his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request  wa 
granted  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  k 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matto 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

The  court  then,  at  3.10  o'clock  p.  m.,  a^oumed  until  10  o^cloo! 
to^moTTOw  morning,  Tuesday,  March  1, 1808. 


DESTRUCTION   OF   THE   U.  S.  BATTLE    SHIP    MAINE.  151 


U.  S.  OouBT-HousB,  Key  West,  Pla., 

Tuesday y  March  i,  1898—10  a.  m. 
lie  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  yesterday, 
^resent:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  indge-aavocate,  and  the 
Dographer. 

lie  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  the  seventh  day  of  the 
d,  was  read  and  approved. 

iieutenant  Blanbin,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  called  before  the  court  and 
ided  so  much  of  the  record  of  yesterday  as  coDtained  his  testimony, 
ereupon  he  withdrew. 

jieutenant  Hood  was  called  before  the  court  and  handed  so  much 
the  record  of  yesterday  as  contained  his  testimony,  whereupon  he 
ihdrew. 

jieutenant  Blow  was  called  before  the  court  and  handed  so  much 
the  record  of  yesterday  as  contained  his  testimony,  whereupon  he 
ihdrew. 

jieutenant  Jungen  was  called  before  the  court  and  handed  so  much 
the  record  of  yesterday  as  contained  his  testimony,  whereupon  he 
ihdrew. 

!?aval  Cadet  Bronson  was  called  before  the  court  and  handed  so 
ich  of  the  record  of  yesterday  as  contained  his  testimony,  whereupon 
withdrew. 

Lieutenant  Catlin  was  called  before  the  court  and  handed  so  much 
the  record  of  yesterday  as  contained  his  testimony,  whereupon  he 
thdrew. 

Gunner  Hill,  was  called  before  the  court  and  handed  so  much  of  the 
cord  of  yesterday  as  contained  his  testimony,  whereupon  he  withdrew. 
Boatswain  Labkin  was  called  before  the  court  and  handed  so  much 
the  record  of  yesterday  as  contained  his  testimony,  whereupon  he 
thdrew. 

Carpenter  Helm  was  called  before  the  court  and  handed  so  much  of 
e  record  of  yesterday  as  contained  his  testimony,  whereupon  he 
thdrew. 

P.  A.  Eng.  Fbedebiok  0.  Bowers,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a 
toess  before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Ad vocate  : 

3-  Please  state  your  full  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  you  are 

ached. 

i.  Frederick  G.  Bowers;  passed  assistant  engineer,  U.  S.  Navy; 

ached  to  the  U.  S.  8.  Maine, 

2.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Maine;  since  her 

amission  t 

L.  Since  her  commission. 

},  Are  you  the  senior  assistant  engineer  to  the  chief  9 

k.  Yes,  sir. 

2-  And  you  have  been  all  the  time  since  the  ship  has  been  in  com- 

isiont 

L  I  have. 

I.  Please  state  to  the  court  what  precautions  have  been  taken  on 

krd  the  Maine  during  her  commission  against  spontaneous  com- 

\Uon  of  coalf 
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A.  The  order  has  been  to  inspect  the  bunkers  every  day,  and  log  it 
In  the  case  of  every  banker  that  had  an  escape  door,  we  have  always 
opened  those  doors  to  examine  the  bunkers;  and  generally  the  coal 
that  has  been  in  the  ship  the  longest  has  been  used  the  first,  as  near 
as  x)os8ible. 

Q.  As  far  as  yon  know,  these  orders  have  been  carried  ont.  have 
theyt 

A.  Whenever  I  was  on  duty  they  were. 

Q.  When  were  yon  on  dnty  last  on  board  the  Maine? 

A.  The  14th  day  of  February. 

Q.  The  day  before  the  explosion? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  came  off  that  morning  at  what  timef 

A.  At  8  o^clock. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  history  of  bunker  A16,  which  is  the  port  bunker 
forward  abreast  of  the  6-inch  reserve  magazine  t  Oive  the  history  of 
the  coal  inside. 

A.  That  bunker  was  stored  in  either  Newport  News,  Va.,  or  at  Nor- 
folk. It  contained  soft  coal;  Pocahontas,  I  think.  If  it  came- from 
Norfolk,  I  inspected  it.    It  was  full  of  soft  coal,  about  40  tons. 

Q.  Were  not  the  bunkers  immediately  abaft  of  it,  B4  and  B6, 
empty! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  after  bulkhead  of  A16  was  easily  accessible  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  sides  were  accessible  to  ascertain  the  temperature  in 
case  it  should  have  been  over  hot? 

A.  You  could  feel  it  from  the  wing  passage,  and  there  was  an  escape 
door  on  platform  deck  A.  There  was  a  sign  there,  ''Keep  that  door 
closed."  That  was  on  account  of  the  opening  into  the  passing  room, 
the  loading  room. 

Q.  The  10-inch  loading  room? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  a  sketch  here  that  I  made  of  the  bunker  showing 
the  capacity. 

Q.  We  only  care  for  A16. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  Just  show  me  on  the  plan  here  where  that  bunker  was  accessiblei 
Was  it  on  that  deck  [indicating]  9 

A.  No,  sir;  it  was  the  deck  above  that— on  the  dynamo  deck.  That 
escape  door  came  out  here  to  go  into  the  wing  passage.  There  was  an 
escape  door  in  this  corner,  away  forward — the  inboard  forward  comer. 

Q.  That  was  not  on  the  same  deck  as  the  magazines? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  magazine  was  below  thatt 

A.  Below  that;  yes,  sir.  It  was  just  the  reverse  of  the  other  side. 
The  other  tank  had  an  escape  door  below  on  the  hydraulic  room,  plat- 
form B  deck,  at  the  after  end.  I  mean  the  bunker  on  the  other  side, 
No.  A15.  That  escape  door  was  aft,  and  was  on  the  platform  deck 
below. 

Q.  There  were  two  platform  decks? 

A.  Yes;  one  for  the  dynamos,  and  the  other  for  the  hydraulic  plant 

Q.  On  this  deck  [indicating]  there  was  no  way  of  reaching  that 
bunker  on  the  inside,  was  thereT 

A.  On  the  outside. 

Q.  On  the  outside,  but  next  to  the  6-inch  magazine! 

A.  No^  air. 
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Q.  There  was  no  way  of  reachiug  that! 

A.  We  generally  stored  that  banker  fall,  and  did  not  nse  that  escape 
door  for  the  man  to  come  oat.  We  let  him  come  ont  of  the  ohate.  We 
alwajTB  wanted  to  keep  that  banker  fdlL 

By  the  Judge- Advooats: 

Q.  Yon  say  yoa  insi>ected  that  coal  when  it  was  pat  into  banker 
A16f 

A«  If  the  coal  came  from  Norfolk,  I  did.  I  was  sent  over  there  to 
inroect  it. 

Q.  Did  yon  consider  it  safe  and  reliable  coal,  from  yonr  inspection  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q  What  is  yonr  opinion  as  to  the  heat  generated  in  a  bnnker  which 
has  become  lighted  by  8i)ontaneoas  combastion  in  the  bottom  9  Wonld 
it  affect  the  npper  part  of  the  bottom  materially  and  heat  the  balk* 
headsf 

A.  We  conld  notice  it  very  materially,  I  shonld  think. 

Q.  In  the  npper  part  of  the  banker! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  bunker  A15  being  nsed  at  the  timet 

A.  When  I  went  off  watch  we  were  nsing  what  we  nsed  fh>m  No.  4 
bonker.    We  numbered  them  all. 

Q.  It  is  the  forward  starboard  banker,  is  it  notf 

A.  Yes;  when  I  went  off  watch  we  were  using  the  after  banker  in  the 
forward  fire  room — ^the  wing  banker — at  8  o^clock. 

Q.  Please  x)oiDt  it  out  on  the  plan. 

A.  We  were  nsing  coal  out  of  this  bunker,  BIO. 

Q.  Had  you  not  l^n  using  coal  out  of  A15T 

A  Preyiously;  yes,  sir.  When  we  were  using  coal  out  of  BIO,  we 
had  possibly  about  fifteen  tons  in  this  bunker. 

Q.  That  is  allT 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  would  it  hold! 

A  Twenty-five  tons,  when  ftill. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  steam  pipes  in  the  Maine  that  were  in  dan- 
gerous proximity  to  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms  t 

A  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  after  boilers — the  two  that  were 
used  for  auxiliary  purposes  t 

A.  The  fires  were  practically  banked  on  the  six  fdmaces  of  the  two 
boUers.    In  what  respect  do  you  mean  f 

Q.  The  condition  of  the  boilers. 

A.  The  boilers  were  in  good  condition — ^in  very  good  condition. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  consider  there  was  any  danger  of  their  having  too 
much  pressure  on  for  safety  when  you  were  working  them  for  auxiliary 
purposes  on  the  evening  of  the  explosion  t 

a1  No,  sir ;  the  safety  valves  blow  at  about  130  pounds,  and  we  usually 
Cftrried  80  to  100  for  auxiliary  purposes. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 

A.  I  was  ashore. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  In  reference  to  taking  the  temperature  of  the  bunkers,  you  say 
ttiere  was  an  order  to  examine  them  daily  where  they  were  accessible? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  did  the  examination  consist t 

A.  Opening  the  escape  doors  where  tbey  bad  them,  and  feelinft 
aroond  the  sides  of  the  bankers. 
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Q.  Did  you  have  tbe  usual  thermostats  in  the  bunkers  f 

A.  Tes,  sir;  but  they  didn't  work  very  well.  Sometimes  they  rang 
when  there  was  no  coal  in  the  bunker. 

Q.  I  believe  you  never  had  a  fire  from  sx)ontaneou8  combustion  in 
that  ship,  did  yout 

A.  No,  sir.  We  thought  we  did  once,  but  it  was  a  leaky  steampipe— 
a  leaky  exhaust  pipe  from  the  ice  machine. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  It  gave  the  alarm  t 

A.  It  gave  the  alarm,  and  they  moved  the  coal. 

The  Judge- Advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the 
witness  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  diluted 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  fnmisheci 
with  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of 
which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct.  Tbe 
request  was  granted,  and  tbe  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  where- 
ux)on  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss 
matters  pertaining  to  tbe  trial. 

Lieutenant  Jungen  was  called  before  the  court  and  handed  so  much 
of  the  record  of  yesterday  as  contained  his  testimony,  whereupon  he 
withdrew. 

Asst.  Eng.  John  B.  Mobbis,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness 
before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judoe- Advocate  : 

Q.  State  your  full  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  yon  are  at  present 
attached. 

A.  John  B.  Morris,  assistant  engineer,  U.  S.  Navy ;  attached  to  the 
U.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  attached  to  the  Maine? 

A.  Fourteen  months  and  fifteen  days. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  dutyT 

A.  Serving  as  assistant  engineer. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  orders  of  the  ship  in  regard  to  taking  tem- 
peratures of  coal  bunkers  when  you  were  on  duty  t 

A.  The  bunkers  were  to  be  inspected  every  day,  to  see  how  they 
were  heated.    They  were  taken  every  day. 

Q.  Have  you  always  carried  out  that  order  when  on  duty  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  were  you  on  duty  last  in  the  Maine? 

A.  February  15. 

Q.  You  were  on  duty  the  day  of  tbe  explosion  ! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  inspect  the  bunkers  on  that  day  t 

A.  It  was  some  time  during  the  forenoon ;  I  think  between  10  and  U 
o'clock. 

Q.  Gan  you  remember  distinctly  making  a  careful  inspection  of 
bunker  A16,  the  port  forward  bunker  t 

A.  I  remember  of  opening  the  escape  doors,  and  there  was  no  heat 
perceptible,  more  than  just  the  temperature  of  the  hydraulic  room, 
wliJch  13  next  to  the  bunker. 
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Q.  Toa  made  a  careful  inspection  of  that  banker  on  that  day! 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  In  the  forenoon  t 
A*  In  the  forenoon;  yes,  sir. 
Q.  About  what  timet 
A.  About  10.dO. 

Q.  Had  you  any  occasion  to  go  in  coal  bunkers  B4  and  B6,  which 
were  being  painted?    They  are  just  abaft  A16. 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  had  those  bunker  doors  closed  that  night — the 
bunkers  we  had  been  painting. 
Q.  Which  nightt 

A.  The  night  of  the  explosion.    The  inspection  was  at  7.46. 
Q.  P.  m.  t 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  B4  and  B6  at  7.45  p.  m.f 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  into  B6. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  combustion  going  on  in  A16  would  you 
have  noticed  it  when  you  went  in  BOT 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  looked  into  A 15. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  A16,  the  port  banker.    Which  bunker  did  you 
go  into  at  7.45 1 
A.  It  was  A15  that  closed  the  door  to  B4. 
Q.  You  did  not  go  into  B4  T 

A.  I  looked  inside ;  yes,  sir.    There  was  nothing  unusual  there.    I 
simply  had  the  door  closed  down,  as  it  was  night  inspection.    I  did 
not  enter  B6. 
Q.  What  work  had  been  going  on  in  B4  and  B6  that  day! 

A.  None  at  all,  sir.   We  had  completed  painting  in  those  bunkers, 

Q.  Before  you  came  on  duty! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  T 

A.  I  was  sitting  on  the  quarterdeck — on  the  port  side  of  the  quarter 
deck,  just  abaft  the  after  turret 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  court  what  you  felt,  heard,  and  saw 
of  the  explosion? 

A.  I  was  thrown  from  a  chair,  and  what  I  remember  of  the  explosion 
seemed  to  me  continuous  for  an  appreciable  length  of  time.  I  was  then 
partially  overcome  by  escaping  gases  from  the  smokestack  from  live 
boilers,  and  I  was  not  conscious  of  anything  further  so  that  I  could 
recall  anything  until  I  had  gained  the  poop  deck. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  sensation  you  had — the  first  shock  you  feltt 

A  I  saw  fire  and  felt  the  ship  going  from  under  me.  I  can  hardly 
describe  my  sensation. 

Q.  Were  you  asleep  at  the  time  in  your  chair? 

A.  ;No,  sir;  I  was  talking. 

Q.  Your  view  forward  was  obstructed  by  the  turret,  was  it  not! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  could  not  describe  any  sensation  you  had  or  what  you  really 
heard  or  feltt 

A.  No,  sir,  I  can  not.    I  don't  even  remember  the  noise. 

By  the  GOXJBT : 

Q.  How  were  you  thrown  from  your  chairT 

A.  I  was  thrown  aft,  sir.  At  least  I  thought  I  was.  I  think  I 
remember  falling  over  that  way.  I  was  sitting  talking  to  one  of  tUe 
other  officers. 
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Q.  Were  yon  sitting  abaft  Mr.  HoodT 

A.  Mr.  Hood  was  ou  the  other  side  of  the  deck.  I  was  sitting  abaft 
Mr.  Larkin. 

Q.  On  which  sidet 

A.  On  the  port  side. 

Q.  Yon  were  on  the  port  sidet 

A.  I  was  on  the  port  side,  yes,  sir;  right  ont  to  the  rail. 

Q.  That  was  Mr.  Hood's  side. 

A.  I  don't  remember  where  he  was. 

Q.  Yon  were  thrown  from  yonr  chair  by  the  motion  of  the  deck  of 
the  ship  on  which  yon  satt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  Yon  can  not  say  what  that  motion  was  9 

A.  No,  sir;  I  can  not. 

The  jndge-advocate  reqnested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the 
witness  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  to- morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  fnrnished 
with  so  mnch  of  the  recoM  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  npon  the  completion  of 
which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  conrt  and  be  given  an  oppor- 
tnnity  to  ameud  his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct 
The  request  was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly; 
whereniK>n  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to 
discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inqniry. 

Naval  Oadet  Pope  Washington,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  wit- 
ness before  the  court  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  State  yonr  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 

A.  Pope  Washington;  naval  cadet;  U.  S.  Navy. 

Q.  Yon  are  in  the  engineer  department? 

A.  I  am  an  engineer  cadet;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Attached  to  the  T7.  S.  S.  Maine  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  attached  to  the  Maine  f 

A.  Since  the  17th  of  May,  1897. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  the  night  of  the  destruction  of  the  Mainef 

A.  I  was  in  Havana. 

Q.  You  were  not  on  board  t 

A.  No,  sir. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  pronounced  cor- 
rect. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inqniry. 

Naval  Oadet  Abthub  Gbenshaw,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness 
before  the  court  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  State  yonr  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  yon  are  attached. 
A.  Arthur  Crenshaw;  naval  cadet,  engineer  division;  attached  to  the 
U.  8.  S.  Maine. 
Q.  ^Hiiere  were  yon  on  the  night  of  the  destruction  of  the  Maine? 
A.  I  was  in  my  room,  sir. 
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Q.  Which  was  your  roomt 

A.  The  forward  room  of  the  junior  officers'  quarters. 

Q.  Was  there  anyone  else  in  yon  room  T 

A.  Mr.  Bionson. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  conrt  what  yon  felt,  heard,  and  saw  of  the 
destmction  of  the  Maine  f 

A.  I  don't  remember  of  hearing  anything.  The  lights  went  out,  and 
I  felt  a  shock,  but  I  don't  remember  of  hearing  any  noise  of  any  kind. 

Q.  Were  yon  asleep  at  the  timet 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  shocks  did  yon  feel  9 

A.  I  can't  say  that  I  felt  but  one,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  a  lurch  of  the  ship  or  a  shaking  of  the  ship,  or  whatt 

A.  It  seemed  to  be  a  lurch  of  the  ship. 

Q.  You  are  quite  sure  you  were  not  asleep  and  that  this  woke  you  up  9 

A.  I  am  quite  sure  I  was  not  asleep  sir. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  know  about  itT 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  OOUBT : 

Q.  You  say  you  were  in  your  roomt 

JL  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  room  was  which  onet 

A.  The  forward  room  of  the  junior  officers'  quarters. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  else  in  that  room  with  yout 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  itt 

A  Mr.  Bronson. 

Q.  Were  you  in  your  bertht 

A  No,  sir;  I  was  sitting  down  at  my  desk. 

Q.  You  heard  no  noise  t 

A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  can  remember.  It  was  simply  a  shock  and 
the  lights  were  extinguished. 

Q.  When  the  lights  went  out  what  did  you  dot 

A  I  rushed  out  of  my  room,  sir,  into  the  junior  officers'  mess  room 
and  then  out  of  the  forward  door  of  the  junior  officers'  mess  room,  and, 
it  seemed  to  me,  through  the  door  that  leads  into  the  compartment 
just  forward  of  that.  There  was  a  rushing  noise  of  some  kind.  I 
eooldnt  tell  just  exactly  what  it  was,  so  I  mSde  my  way  aft 

Q.  You  went  aft  through  the  passage  t 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  dot 

A  I  ran  for  the  steerage  ladder. 

Q.  Just  abaft  the  turret  t 

A  Yes,  sir;  it  leads  up  just  abaft  the  turret.  There  was  no  ladder 
ihere^  though. 

Q.  There  was  no  ladder  there! 

A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  could  feel.  I  couldn't  see  anything.  I  could 
feel  no  ladder  there. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  dot 

A.  Then  I  felt  for  the  engine-hatch  bulkhead,  that  leads  up  in  that 
compartment  and  felt  my  way  along  that  to  the  wardroom  ladder. 
Q.  You  went  up  the  wardroom  Is^dert 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  other  officer,  your  roommate,  didt 
A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.    I  8upx>osed  he  was  right  behind  me,  t\io\xg\i^ 
air.    I  couldn't  say. 
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Q.  Was  he  in  the  room  at  the  time  yon  were! 
A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  water  reach  the  compartment  where  yon  were  before  yon 
left  itt 
A.  No,  sin 

The  jndge-advocate  reqnested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  bnt  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished 
with  so  mnch  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of 
which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  conrt  and  be  g^ven  an  oppor- 
tunity to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The 
request  was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly; 
whereux)on  he  withdrew,  afber  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to 
discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Lieutenant  Blandin  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judqe-Advogate.  Do  you  wish  to  make  some  corrections  in 
your  testimony  t 

Lieutenant  Blandin.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judqe-Advogate.  Please  state  them  to  the  stenographer. 

Lieutenant  Blandin.  On  page  242,  in  next  to  the  last  line,  it  shoold 
read  ^< dog  watches"  instead  of  ''deck  watches." 

On  page  243,  the  last  paragraph  should  read:  ''After  the  third 
quarter  watch  was  set  at  9  o'clock  at  pipe  down." 

On  page  24 (,  in  the  eighth  line,  it  should  be  "knee  deep"  instead  of 
"not  deep." 

In  the  tenth  line,  on  the  same  page,  it  should  read,  after  the  word 
"poop,"  "it  was  Private  Lofbns,  I  think." 

On  page  246,  in  the  tenth  line,  insert  " had"  before  "swung." 

On  page  247,  in  the  seventh  paragraph,  it  should  read  "almost 
immediate"  instead  of  "almost  within  a  minute." 

The  JuDaE-ADVOGATE.  Is  your  testimony  as  amended  correctT 

Lieutenant  Blandin.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Naval  Gadet  Bbonson  entered. 

The  Judoe-Advogate.  Ton  have  read  over  your  testimony  t 

Naval  Cadet  Bbonson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge- Advogatb.  Is  it  correct  ! 

Naval  Cadet  Bbonson.  With  the  exception  of  two  small  mistakes. 

The  Judge- Ad VOG ATE.  Please  state  what  the  mistakes  are  that  you 
wish  to  correct. 

Naval  Cadet  Buonson.  In  the  third  answer,  on  page  2d4,  it  should 
read:  "I  have  performed  boat  duty,  deck  duty  under  the  supervision  of 
the  commissioned  officer  of  the  deck." 

On  page  295,  the  third  answer — the  third  sentence  of  that  answer- 
should  be  removed—"  That  is  the  impression  which  I  have  now."  I 
have  not  any  such  impression  as  that  now. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  What  is  the  third  sentence  which  yon  wish 
removed! 

Naval  Cadet  Bbonson,  "  That  is  the  impression  which  I  have  now." 

The  Judge- Ad  VOG  ATE.  You  want  that  stricken  out! 

Naval  Cadet  Bbonson.  Yes,  sir. 

~ie  JuvaB'ADYOOATE.  Is  your  testimony  as  amended  oorrectt 


DESTRUCTION   OF   THE   U.  8.  BATTLE   SHIP   MAINE.  159 

Kaval-Gadet  Bsonson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  ¥rithdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Lieutenant  Oatlin  entered. 

The  Judge- Abvoc ATE.  You  have  read  over  your  testimony  t 

Lieutenant  Catlin.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge- Ad  YOG  ATE.  Is  it  correct? 

Lieutenant  Gatlen.  Except  in  one  instance. 

The  Judge- Adyogatb.  Please  read  to  the  stenographer  the  correc- 
tions you  wish  to  make. 

Lieutenant  Catlin.  In  answer  to  question  5,  on  page  306, 1  wish  to 
change  the  language  as  follows: 

When  -we  firat  went  into  the  harbor,  there  were  two  extra  sentinels  pat  on — one  on 
tbe  foreoaatle  and  one  on  the  poop — armed  with  rifles.  They  had  special  orders  to 
eballenge  all  boats  which  approached  the  ship  near  enough  for  a  onallenge,  and  tn 
esse  any  boat  came  toward  the  ship — evidently  coming  to  the  ship— to  report  imme- 
diately to  the  corporal  of  the  gnard,  who  would  report  to  the  officer  of  the  deck. 

On  page  307,  line  12,  it  should  read,  <^The  corporal  ot  the  guard,'' 
instead  of  ^'  The  corporal's  guard." 

At  the  bottom  of  the  page  it  should  be  '^  a  heavy  concussion,"  instead 
of  "  a  loud  concussion." 

The  Jxjdgb-Adyogatb.  Is  your  testimony  as  amended  now  correctt 

Lieutenant  Catlin.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  on  matters  pe^i^aining  to  the  inquiry. 

Boatswain  Labkin  entered. 

The  JuDQE- Advocate.    You  have  read  over  your  testimony! 

Boatswain  Labkin.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge- Ad VOGATS.  Is  it  correct,  as  recorded  f 

Boatswain  Labkin.  With  two  changes. 

The  Judgb- Advocate.  State  what  corrections  yon  wish  to  make. 

Boatswain  Labkin.  I  wish  the  answer  to  the  question  <<  How  did  you 
get  there t"  meaning  the  poop  deck,  on  page  318,  to  appear  as  follows: 
*'I  climbed  over  a  small  wing  awning  on  the  main  deck  leading  to  the 
poop  deck,  on  the  port  side  of  the  cabin." 

The  Judge- Advocate.  You  wish  to  change  the  first  sentence  in 
that  answer,  do  you,  to  what  you  have  just  saidf 

Boatswain  Labkin.  ^'I  climbed  over  a  small  wing  awning  on  the 
poop  deck"  should  be  '^I  climbed  over  a  small  wing  awning  on  the 
main  deck  leading  to  the  poop  deck,  on  the  port  side  of  the  cabin.'' 

The  Judge- Advocate.  That  is  the  way  you  want  it  to  read — that 
first  sentence  t 

Boatswain  Labkin.    Yes,  sir. 

On  page  319,  in  answer  to  the  question  <<  You  did  not  see  any  men  on 
the  port  sidef "  I  wish  to  say,  <<1  didn't  see  anything  at  all  on  the  port 
fflde." 

The  Judge- Advocate.  That  is  the  way  you  wish  your  answer  to 
readt 

Boatswain  Labkin.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  your  testimony,  as  amended,  correct? 

Boatswain  Labkin.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  on  matters  pertaJiiin^  to  the  iuquiry. 
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Private  Bdwabd  MoKay,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  appeared  as  a  wit 
ness  beiore  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  State  yonr  full  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  yon  are  attached  f 

A.  Edward  McKay,  private,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  attached  to  U.  S 
battle  ship  Maifie. 

Q.  Were  yon  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destruction  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  exactly  where  you  were  at  the  first  intimation  there  was  o 
any  trouble. 

A.  I  was  Tight  on  the  xx)op. 

Q.  On  which  side  f 

A.  I  was  on  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  Aft  or  forward  t 

A.  Aft. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  there  t 

A.  I  was  on  watch,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  what  you  felt,  heard,  and  saw,  in  regard  to  th 
destruction  of  the  Maine. 

A.  I  walked  over  to  the  starboard  side  and  was  looking  over  the  side  t 
see  if  there  was  any  boats  around  the  ship,  and  there  didn't  seem  to  b 
a  ripple  on  the  water  at  all.  There  wasn't  a  boat  in  sight;  I  dido' 
have  to  challenge  a  boat  that  night  above  all  nights.  I  was  lookin 
over  the  starboard  side,  and  all  at  once  there  was  a  flash  of  fire  hit  m 
right  in  the  face  and  knocked  me  about  half  way  across  the  deck,  an 
during  the  flash  the  explosion  came— just  immediately  afterwards.  Aftc 
the  flash  hit  me  in  the  face,  then  the  explosion  was,  and  the  wood  ao< 
iron  commenced  to  tall  around  and  lit  on  the  awning  all  around  mc 
and  shortly  after  the  officers  came  up.  I  thought  I  was  the  only  on 
left  on  the  ship  when  the  explosion  came,  and  the  officers  came  up  am 
we  lowered  the  two  boats  and  jumped  into  the  boats  to  pick  up  th* 
men  floating  around. 

Q.  Were  the  poop  awnings  spread  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  thing  you  feltf 

A.  The  first  thing  I  felt  was  a  shock. 

Q.  Of  the  shipt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  it  feelt 

A.  It  felt  as  if  it  was  rising  up. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  more  than  one  of  these  shocks  t 

A.  Only  one,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  noise  t 

A.  I  didn't  hear  a  bit  of  noise,  only  the  explosion. 

Q.  One  explosion  f 

A.  One  explosion. 

Q.  Did  the  explosion  come  before  this  first  shock  or  afterwards  t 

A.  It  came  after  the  shock. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  any  water  thrown  up  into  the  airf 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  shoot  of  flame  up  into  the  airt 

A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  awning  obstructed  your  view,  did  itt 

A.  Yes;  the  forward  part  of  the  ship.  All  I  saw  was  the  flash  h 
me  in  the  fSeuse;  the  flash  of  fire,  and  then  the  explosion* 
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By  the  Coubt  : 
Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  flash  in  yonr  facet 
A.  The  same  as  if  anything  would  strike  you  in  the  face.    It  seemed 
like  a  flash  of  Are. 
Q.  Ton  do  not  mean  that  it  was  right  in  your  facet 
A.  J^o,  sir;  but  it  seemed  as  if  it  was  striking  you  in  the  face — ^the 
flash  was,  and  then  the  explosion  followed  afterwards. 
Q.  Where  was  the  fire  t 

A.  It  seemed  to  be  coming  from  about  the  middle  part  of  the  ship. 
Q.  It  was  a  long  way  from  where  you  weret 
A.  Tea,  sir;  it  was. 
Q.  How  far  forward  could  you  seet 
A.  I  could  see  to  the  superstructure,  about  amidships,  sir. 
Q.  Why  could  you  not  see  farther  than  thatt 
A«  The  awnings  stopped  my  view,  sir. 

Q.  Tou  were  sensitive  of  a  vivid  flash  of  flame  or  light,  as  I  under- 
stand itt 
A  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  the  sensation  of  the  shock  to  the  ship  before  that, 
or  at  the  same  instant  t 

A.  They  came  both  very  near  the  same  instant,  but  there  was  a  small 
shock  before  the  flame  came  up. 
Q.  The  ship  seemed  to  rise,  did  itt 

A  Tes,  sir;  it  seemed  as  if  something  lifted  her  up  and  tipped  her 
right  over  on  the  i>ort  side. 
Q.  Then  was  there  an  explosion  besides  thatt 

A.  The  explosion  was  just  after  the  light  was,  when  the  fire  seemed 
to  strike  me  in  the  face.  The  fire  came  right  instantly  afterwards.  Then 
the  ship  blew  up  and  keeled  over  onto  the  port  side. 

Q.  But  the  first  shock,  the  lifting  of  the  deck  under  your  feet,  was 
the  first  thing  you  feltt 

A  Yes,  sir;  there  was  only  one  shock  that  I  felt. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  did  not  feel  the  explosion  t 

A  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  the  shock  t 

A  The  shock  and  the  explosion  was  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  Where  did  the  fiash  come  in  with  reference  to  the  lifting  of  the 
deck  and  the  explosion  t 

A  It  seemed  to  come  from  about 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  where  it  came  frt)m.    You  were  standing  on  your 
ftet  when  the  shock  camet 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  heard  the  explosion  t 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  together,  instantly  t 

A.  They  were  instantly  together.    Tou  oould  not  notice  the  differ- 
^ce  between.    It  was  just  like  that  [indicating]. 

Q.  Was  the  flash  between  themt 

A  Yes,  sir. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished 
with  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of 
which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  ^ven  an  oppo\^ 

8.  Doc.  207 U 
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tanity  to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  corred 
The  request  was  granted  and  the  witness  was  instmeted  accordingly 
whereupon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  t 
discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Apprentice  Ambkose  Ham,  IT.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  befor 
the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Give  your  fuU  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 

A.  Ambrose  Ham,  apprentice,  first  class,  XT*  b.  Navy. 

Q.  What  ship  f 

A.  U.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  Werd  you  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destruction  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  first  intimation  of  any  trouble^  tell  us  exactly  where  yoi 
were. 

A.  I  was  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  poop,  near  the  forwait 
6  pounder. 

Q.  Near  the  forward  break  of  the  x>oopt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  there  t 

A.  I  was  standing  there.  I  had  just  been  talking  to  Waters.  1 
don't  know  his  first  name.    He  was  a  lamplighter. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  therej  were  you  on  duty t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  on  duty. 

Q.  What  duty! 

A.  Signal  duty. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  exactly  what  you  felt,  heard,  and  saw  of  th< 
destruction  of  the  Maine. 

A.  I  was  standing  facing  forward,  and  I  was  about  to  turn  around 
when  I  saw  a  flash  of  light — a  flame,  which  seemed  to  envelop  the 
whole  ship — followed  by  a  report.  I  was  struck  in  the  face  by  a  nyin( 
piece  of  iron.  Then  there  was  a  perfect  hail  of  flying  iron  fell  all  aboot 
me.  Then  the  second  report.  I  saw  the  things  flying  from  forward.  1 
didn't  know  exactly  where  the  explosion  was.  After  that  the  oflioect 
came  up  on  the  poop,  and  I  assisted  in  lowering  the  gig. 

Q.  You  speak  of  two  explosions  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  it  sounded  like  a  roar,  the  second  one. 

Q.  What  did  the  first  one  sound  likef 

A.  It  was  a  sharp  report. 

Q.  How  far  were  they  apartt 

A.  There  was  only  an  interval  of  a  couple  of  seconds. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  the  ship  shake  at  either  explosion! 

A.  The  ship  seemed  to  lift  right  out  of  the  water. 

Q.  At  which  explosion  f 

A.  At  the  second  explosion. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  any  trembling  or  shaking  or  lifting  of  the  ship  at  the 
first  explosion! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  see  the  flame  you  speak  oft 

A.  The  first  thing. 

Q.  Before  you  heard  either  explosion  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  a  decided,  distinct  interval  between  the  two 
explosions  t 
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A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  One  was  like  a  shot  and  the  other  like  a  roar  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  second  one  being  the  roarf 

aL  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ck>ald  yon  see  any  large  npshoot  of  flame  forward  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  where  I  saw  it  first. 

Q.  Before  either  one  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Bnt  at  the  second  explosion  did  yon  see  any  large  npshoot  of 
flame  f 

A.  No,  sir.  At  the  second  explosion  I  was  hit  in  the  face,  and  I  had 
to  corer  my  face  like  that  [indicating]  to  avoid  some  flying  pieces  of 
iioD.    So  I  couldn't  see  no  more  after  tnat. 

Q.  Was  there  any  trembling  of  the  ship  at  the  first  shott 

A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Oottbt  : 

Q.  Were  yon  looking  forward  at  the  timet 

A.  I  was  abont  to  tnm  aroand  when  I  saw  the  flash. 

The  jndge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 
report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with 
80  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdraw  for 
the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  will  be 
again  called  before  the  conrt  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amend 
bis  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request  was 
granted  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  he 
withdrew  after  being  cantioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Lieatenant  Hood  here  appeared  before  the  court. 

The  Judos- Advocate.  Lieutenant  Hood,  have  you  read  over  your 
testimony? 

Lieatenant  Hood.  I  have. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Do  you  find  it  correct! 

Lieatenant  Hood.  I  find  it  correct  with  the  exception  of  a  few.  slight 
changes. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Will  you  please  read  them  to  the  stenog- 
rapher f 

Lieatenant  Hood.  On  page  249,  in  the  first  answer,  leave  out  <^  late." 

On  page  251,  in  the  second  answer,  leave  out  ^^I"  and  substitute 
^ammanition  was." 

On  page  256,  in  the  first  line,  leave  out  ''went  up  on"  and  substitute 
"reached."  On  the  same  page,  in  the  ninth  line,  insert  ''had"  at  the 
heginning  of  the  line. 

On  page  260,  in  the  third  line,  substitute  « to  "  for  "  through."  In  the 
second  answer  on  the  same  page,  leave  out  the  word  "  gun."  In  the 
third  line  from  the  bottom  on  page  261,  put  a  period  after  ''air"  and 
leave  out  the  word  "bnt." 

The  Judge-Advocate.  Is  your  testimony  as  amended  correctt 

Lieutenant  Hood.  It  is  correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
^otto  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Lieatenant  Blow  here  entered  the  court. 

The  JUD0K-ADTOCATB.  lAenteDOBt  Blow,  have  yon  read  over  youx 
Nimonyl 


164    DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  U.  S.  BATTLE  SHIP  MAINE. 

Lientenant  Blow.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge- Advocate.    Is  it  correct  as  recorded  f 

Lieutenant  Blow.  It  is  practically  correct,  with  one  exception. 

page  272^  I  wish  to  say:  ^'I  can  recall  two  occasions  when  the  ship  ^ 

heading  m  the  same  direction,  approximately." 

Lieutenant  Blow,  U.  S.  Navy,  a  witness  heretofore  examin 
resumed  the  witness  stand,  and,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  preside 
that  the  oath  previously  taken  by  him  was  still  binding,  testlHed 
follows: 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  I  wish  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Blow,  the  comparative  amount  of  wrecks 
on  the  port  and  starboard  sides,  as  you  pulled  around  the  ship. 

A.  The  wreckage  on  the  starboard  side  was  much  greater.  It  beg; 
I  should  say,  about  on  the  starboard  beam,  and  extended  complet 
around  wi;at  was  the  bow  of  the  ship.  There  was  wreckage  on  t 
port  bow,  but  a  small  amount,  as  I  remember  it.  I  should  think  I 
wreckage  on  the  starboard  side  extended  as  much  as  half  a  shi 
length  from  the  side. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  then  read  over  to  him  by  I 
stenographer,  and  by  him  pronounced  correct.  The  witness  then  wi 
drew,  after  being  cautioned  not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaini 
to  the  inquiry. 

Naval  Cadet  Boyd  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Mr.  Boyd,  have  you  read  over  your  testimon 

Naval  Cadet  Boyd.  I  have. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  f 

Naval  Cadet  Boyd.  It  is  not 

The  Judge-Advocate.  Do  you  wish  to  make  some  correctionsf 

Naval  Cadet  Boyd.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge-Advocate.  Please  state  them  to  the  stenographer. 

Naval  Cadet  Boyd.  On  page  298  the  question  is  undei*stood 
mean  <<  What  are  your  duties  as  mate  of  the  berth  deck  after  sunset 
My  answer  should  read:  <'To  see  that  all  compartments  are  water-tig 
except  those  authorized  to  be  open."    One  unnecessary  sentence  shoo 
be  struck  out. 

On  page  302,  "Was  there  any  listing  of  the  ship!"  should  be:  "W 
there  any  lifting  of  the  ship,"  the  word  "lifting"  being  emphatic. 

On  page  303,  in  the  answer  reading  "There  is  a  hatch  in  the  fi 
ward  compartment,"  strike  out  the  word  "forward."  On  the  sai 
page,  in  the  sentence  reading  "There  is  a  passage  between  the  roomi 
the  word  "sail"  should  be  inserted  before  the  word  "room."  On  t 
same  page  the  question  "How  did  you  get  down  to  the  magazines f 
under  st^Mi  as  "  How  did  you  get  down  to  the  lOinch  magazine  f" 

The  Judge- Advocate.  As  amended,  your  testimony  is  correctf 

Naval  Cadet  Boyd.  It  is  correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew  after  being  cautioned  by  the  preside 
not  to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Apprentice  C.  J.  Dbsssleb,  U.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witiie 
before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  State  your  full  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 
A.  G.  J.  I>iie8sler;  apprentice,  first-class,  U.  S.  Navy;  attached  totl 
U.  8.  a.  Maine. 
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Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destmction  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  to  the  court  exactly  where  yoa  were  at  the  first  intimation 
there  was  of  any  trouble. 

A.  I  was  up  in  the  midship  superstructure,  on  the  port  side,  right 
abreast  the  crane  locker. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  there  f 

A.  I  had  been  writing  a  letter  at  the  time. 

Q.  Ton  were  writing  at  the  time  it  started  f 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  exactly  what  you  heard,  felt,  and  saw. 

A.  I  didn't  feel  anything,  nor  I  didn't  see  anyUiing;  but  I  must  have 
lost  my  senses  at  the  time,  because  when  I  came  to  again  I  had  been 
sitting  on  the  hammock  netting  on  the  same  side.  I  didn't  feel  no 
sbock,  nor  I  didn't  see  anything  at  all.  I  guess  something  must  have 
struck  me  and  knocked  me  senseless;  but  as  soon  as  I  came  to,  two  or 
three  minutes  afterwards,  I  had  been  sitting  on  a  hammock  netting. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  tell  me  yesterday  that  you  felt  the  shocks. 
Did  I  misunderstand  youf 

A.  I  believe  you  misunderstood  me. 

Q.  The  first  thing  you  knew  was  when  you  recovered  from  being 
knocked  senseless  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  CotTET : 

Q.  What 'did  you  sect 

A.  While  I  was  sitting  on  the  hammock  netting  I  saw  the  boats. 
Mr.  Bronson  was  in  the  whaleboat.  He  pulled  around  the  ship  and 
tried  to  save  those  that  he  could.  There  was  two  or  three  Spanish 
boats  came  alongside,  and  all  those  that  they  could  rescue  they  took 
off,  I  suppose.  I  didn't  see  anything  further,  because  I  went  in  one  of 
the  Spanish  boats  and  went  aboard  of  the  Spanish  man-of-war  myself. 

Q.  You  were  sitting  on  the  hammock  rail  of  the  superstructure  deck, 
WCTeyout 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whereabouts  t    Which  sidef 

A.  On  the  port  side. 

Q.  On  the  port  side  of  the  shipf 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  just  in  front  of  you  that  was  not  there  usually  t 

A.  The  boats  were  there— the  two  Spanish  boats — right  there  on  the 
port  side. 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  about  that.  I  am  speaking  about  the  wreck 
now. 

A.  The  smokestacks.  They  went  right  over  the  superstructure.  They 
laid  right  slantingly  across  the  after  part  of  the  superstructure,  and  the 
crane  was  doubled  ri^tlit  up.    It  hadn't  been  knocked  down  though. 

Q.  That  was  on  which  side  T 

A.  On  the  port  side.  The  water  was  just  even  with  the  awning  on 
that  side.    The  awning  was  flapping  up  and  down  in  the  water. 

Q.  What  awning  was  that  1 

A.  That  was  the  main-deck  awning. 

0-  Ton  were  fitting  above  thatf 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  over  on  top  of  the  hammock  netting. 

Q.  How  lEar  was  this  from  the  place  you  were  sitting  before  the  explo- 
Bionf 
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A.  I  don't  snppose  more  than  two  or  three  steps.  I  was  sitting  right 
down  on  deck,  under  a  light. 

The  jadge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  bim  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 
rex>ort  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with 
80  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdraw 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  will 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amend 
his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request  was 
granted  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  he 
withdrew  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Carpenter  Helm  here  appeared  before  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Mr.  Helm,  is  your  testimon}"^,  as  recorded, 

correct! 
Carpenter  Helm.  It  is  except  for  the  following  corrections: 
On  page  322  my  answer  should  read,  ^^One  water-tight  door  frame 

of  paymaster's  issuing  room  was  not  in  good  condition,  and  wasrecom- 

mened  to  be  repaired  at  the  navy-yard,  as  it  could  not  be  repaired 

by  the  ship's  force." 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  You  wish  to  add  that  to  the  answer  you  have  given  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  this  issuing  roomf 

A.  It  was  forward,  over  the  6-inch  magazine,  two  decks  above. 

On  page  323 1  would  like  to  change  '^  she  listed  to  starboard"  to  ^'she 
listed  to  port."  I  would  like  to  have  the  word  '^none"  changed,  on  that 
same  page,  to  ^'not"  in  answer  to  the  question  ^^Were  you  injured  in 
anyway!" 

On  page  324,  in  the  fourth  answer,  I  wish  to  strike  out  <<  as  they  taper 
so  low  there,"  and  in  the  same  answer  strike  out  the  word  ^^  guess"  and 
insert  "think." 

On  page  325,  in  the  third  answer,  change  "three  and  three-quarters'' 
to  "four  and  three-quarters." 

Q.  As  amended,  is  your  testimony  correct  t 

A.  It  is. 

The  witness  then  withdrew  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Sergeant  Miohael  Mehan,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  appeared  as  a  wit- 
ness before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  State  your  full  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 
A.  Michael  Mehan;  sergeant  IT.  S.  Marine  Corps;  serving  on  hoanl 
the  n.  S.  S.  Maine. 
Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destruction  f 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  you  doingf    Were  you  on  duty!  > 
A.  On  duty,  sir. 
Q.  As  what! 

A.  As  sergeant  of  the  guard,  sir. 
Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  first  sign  of  any  trouble  t 
A.  On  the  starboard  gangway. 
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Q.  On  wbat  part  of  the  gangway  t 

A.  It  was  about  midways  in  the  gangway,  between  the  forward  turret 
ind  the  after  part  of  the  gangway. 
Q.  About  abreast  of  the  crane  t 
A.  About  abreast  of  the  crane;  yes,  sir. 
Q.  On  the  main  deckt 
A.  On  the  main  deck. 
Q.  You  were  standing  upt 
A.  Standing  up. 
Q.  Looking  which  wayT 
A.  I  was  looking  outboard,  sir. 
Q.  State  exactly  what  you  felt,  heard,  and  saw. 
A.  I  was  in  the  gangway  when  I  first  heard  this  explosion.    The 
next  thing  I  knew  about  it  I  was  fired  overboard  in  the  water — ^lifted 
clean  ofiT  the  gangway  and  fired  in  the  water.    The  next  thing  I  was 
picked  up  by  a  boat. 

Q.  Ton  heard  only  one  explosion  f 

A  Only  one  explosion. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  any  shock  before  that  explosion  t 

A.  The  explosion  and  the  shock,  I  thought,  was  both  together. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  ship  were  you  thrown  f 

A  When  I  came  up  from  the  surface  of  the  water  I  was  about  15  or 
20  feet  out  from  the  gangway  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship. 

Q.  Were  you  knocked  senseless  t 

A.  No. 

Q.  Simply  lifted  up  and  outT 

A.  Lifted  up  and  thrown  out  in  the  water. 

Q.  How  high  did  you  gof 

A  I  don't  think  I  went  very  high  in  the  air.  I  was  simply  thrown 
oat  in  the  water.  When  I  left  the  ship  I  must  have  swam  out,  because 
when  I  came  up  I  was  about  15  or  20  feet  from  the  side  of  the  ship. 
That  is  about  all  I  know  about  it.  Afterwards  I  was  picked  up  by  a 
boat 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  Ton  were  thrown  off  where! 

A.  I  was  thrown  oflT  the  starboard  gangway  out  in  the  water. 

Q.  Could  you  describe  the  kind  of  motion  of  the  deckt 

A.  I  could  not,  sir;  I  thought  the  deck  came  right  up  and  fired 
me  oat 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
Bess  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 
report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with 
80  iDQch  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony,  and  asked  to  withdraw 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  will 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amend 
his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct  The  request  was 
granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  he 
^thdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Corporal  Fbank  G.  Thompson,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  appeared  as  a 
witness  before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

0*  State  your  full  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 
A.  Frank  G.  Thompson;  corporal^  U.  8.  Marine  Corps;  attacliedto 
and  serring  on  ho&rd  of  tbe  U.  8.  8.  Maine. 
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Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destruction  f 

A.  I  was,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  first  intimation  of  any  troublet 

A.  Lying  in  my  hammock. 

Q.  Where  was  youi*  hammock  t 

A.  On  the  port  gangway. 

Q.  Describe  where  on  the  port  gangway  and  how  it  was  slung. 

A.  It  was  slung  from  the  iirst  stanchion  forward  of  the  gangway— 
from  the  stanchion  to  the  port. 

Q.  Bight  across  the  main  deck,  then? 

A.  Bight  across  the  main  deck. 

Q.  In  the  afterpart  of  the  gangway  t 

A.  In  the  afterpart  of  the  gangway. 

Q.  About  how  far  forward  of  the  turret! 

A.  About  25  feet— 20  feet. 

Q.  Which  way  was  your  head? 

A.  Inboard,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  wide  awake  t 

A.  I  was  wide  awake.  I  was  looking  afb,  with  the  blanket  just  over 
my  head.  I  was  lying  there  just  making  myself  comfortable.  It  seems 
as  thoagh  I  had  made  myself  comfortable  to  have  a  night's  rest.  It 
was  my  night  off,  and  I  had  just  turned  in.  I  hadn't  turned  in  more 
than  fifteen  minutes — ten  minutes,  I  don't  believe,  at  the  latest. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  exactly  what  you  felt,  heard,  and  saw  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Maine. 

A.  The  first  I  realized,  lying  in  my  hammock,  I  was  deliberately 
thrown  in  the  air  through  the  port  awning  on  the  port  side.  I  went  as 
high  as  the  superstructure,  because  I  could  see  the  superstructure.  I 
landed  on  my  side,  here  where  I  have  the  scar.  I  laid  on  the  deck 
stunned  for  about  two  or  three  seconds,  it  would  seem.  Just  then  the 
ship  seemed  to  give  a  lurch,  and  she  gradually  commenced  to  sink 
As  she  commen^d  to  sink  I  realized  where  my  position  was  and  I 
regained  my  feet.  I  grasped  the  ridgerope,  and  hung  onto  the  ridge- 
rope  until  the  water  had  come  up  almost  to  my  neck.  Just  then  naval 
cadet  Mr.  Bronson  came  along  in  the  boat  and  threw  me  a  line.  He 
told  me  I  would  either  have  to  sink  or  swim  for  my  life.  I  let  go,  and 
I  went  down  once  and  came  up.  I  grasped  the  rope  and  they  pulled 
me  to  the  boat. 

Q.  That  was  the  ridgerope  that  was  going  along  the  port  gangway! 

A.  The  port  gangway,  where  the  awning  was  mt^e  fast. 

Q.  The  awning  was  in  the  port  gangway! 

A.  In  the  port  gangway. 

Q.  You  think  you  were  thrown  through  that  awning! 

A.  I  was  thrown  deliberately  through  it,  because  I  remember  coming 
down  through  it  to  where  I  was  lying  there. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  awning  itself  was  thrown  up! 

A.  It  must  have  been,  because  I  remember  there  was  a  rent  in  the 
awning  where  I  came  through. 

Q.  Did  you  go  up  in  the  air  at  the  very  first  shock  you  felt! 

A.  That  was  the  first  thing  I  realized. 

Q.  What  did  you  hear  at  that  time! 

A.  I  didn't  hear  anjrthing. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything! 

A.  I  conldn't  see  anything  on  account  of  the  darkness  and  smoke, 
and  I  smelt  steam. 

Q0  Ware  70U  stunned! 
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A.  I  was  Stunned;  yea^  sir.  I  was  stunned  for  two  or  three  seconds 
before  I  realized  where  1  was.  I  thought  at  first  that  war  had  taken 
place  and  the  Spaniards  had  oi>ened  on  ns.  I  heard  groaning  and  men 
ajing  for  hdp. 

By  theOouBT: 

Q.  This  was  outside  the  superstructure  f  You  were  on  the  main 
deekf 

A.  On  the  main  deck;  yes,  sir;  port  side. 

Q.  That,  of  course,  was  not  your  billet  T 

A.  No,  sir;  my  billet  was  below  in  the  marine  quarters,  but  being  so 
dose  down  below,  there  was  two  or  three  of  the  boys  dept  on  the  port 
gangway. 

Q.  Were  you  forward  or  abaft  of  the  cranef 

A.  I  was  abaft  the  crane.  I  had  been  reading  up  to  9  o'clock  that 
night.  Sergeant  Brown,  the  mail  orderly,  wanted  me  to  give  him  the 
\mk  1  had  i^ter  I  was  through  with  it.  I  read  until  very  nearly  10 
minutes  past  9.  Then  I  took  the  book  down  below  to  the  master-at- 
arms  comparianent.  Sergeant  Brown  was  lying  down  there,  where  he 
always  slept,  and  I  gave  him  the  book  and  went  up  to  the  head.  From 
the  head  I  came  down  to  the  port  gangway,  and  had  just  turned  in  in 
my  hammock. 

The  judge-adyocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 
leport  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with 
80  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony,  and  asked  to  withdraw 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  will 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amend 
his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request  was 
granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  he 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

lieutenant  Jxtngbn  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Jttbgb- Apygoate.  Mr.  Jungen,  you  have  read  over  your  testi- 
mony f 

A.  I  have,  sir. 

Q»  Is  it  correct  as  recordedf 

A.  I  desire  to  msike  some  corrections,  as  follows : 

Page  283,  line  14,  for  the  word  "watch  "  substitute  the  word  "  hold.^ 

Page  284,  line  16,  for  the  word  ^^an"  substitute  the  word  "a,"  and 
between  "a^  and  the  word  "explosion"  insert  the  words  "well 
defined,"  so  that  the  whole  sentence  will  read  "It  was  not  a  well- 
defined  explosion." 

Same  page,  line  25,  erase  the  word  "or"  after  the  word  "ashes,"  and 
m  place  thereof  insert  "mingled  with,"  so  as  to  read  "ashes  mingled 
with  brown  smoke." 

Same  page,  last  line,  for  the  word  "try"  insert  "see." 

Page  285,  line  4,  for  the  word  "then"  substitute  the  words  " after 
that." 

Same  page,  line  21,  erase  the  word  "there"  and  substitute  the  words 
"the  harbor." 

Page  286,  line  19,  after  the  first  word  "  boat"  insert  the  word  "fall." 

Same  page,  same  line,  after  the  second  word  "boat"  insert  the  word 
"fclL" 

Page  287,  line  2,  for  the  word  ^^g^of^  snbatitate  the  word  "  was.'' 
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Same  page,  line  12,  pnt  the  following  word  '^having"  before  the  word 
"only.'' 

Same  page,  line  13,  erase  the  last  two  words  ^'and  myself." 

Same  page,  line  17,  between  the  words  ^^took"  and  ^^the"  insert  the 
words  *^ charge  of,"  and  in  the  same  line,  after  the  word  "around,"  add 
the  words  "the  stem  of  the  ship." 

Same  page,  line  23,  after  the  word  "tarret"  insert  the  words  "On  the 
starboard  side." 

Same  page,  line  28,  for  the  word  "starboard"  sabstitate  the  word 
"port"  and  erase  the  word  "again." 

Same  page,  line  29,  erase  the  word  "then"  after  the  word  "ship." 

Page  290,  line  20,  for  the  word  "boat"  sabstitate  the  word  "men." 

Same  page,  line  26,  after  the  word  "aroand"  add  the  words  "that 
way." 

The  Jubge-Adyooate.  Is  year  testimony  as  amended  correct  t 

A.  It  is. 

Lieut.  C.  W.  JuNGEN,  recalled  to  the  witness  stand  and  warned  by 
the  president  that  the  oath  previously  taken  by  him  was  still  binding. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  the  comparative  amount  of  wreckage  on  the  i>ort  and 
starboard  sides  when  you  were  pulling  around  the  ship  in  the  barge. 

A.  It  appeared  to  me  most  of  it  was  on  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  Was  not  nearly  all  of  it  on  the  starboard  sidet 

A.  The  only  noticeable  wreckage  on  the  port  side  that  I  could  see  at 
all  was  the  smoke  pipe.  I  would  like  to  add  that  my  impression  at 
first  was,  when  I  saw  the  wreckage,  that  the  explosion  was  on  the 
starboard  side,  because  I  saw  something  that  looked  to  me  like  the 
starboard  forward  turret  having  been  thrown  up  to  port.  That  turned 
out  atlterwards  to  be  the  superstructure,  as  I  learned;  also  that  what  I 
took  to  be  the  port  crane  was  standing. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  pronounced 
correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Master  at  Arms  John  B.  Load,  U.  S.  Kavy,  appeared  as  a  witness 
before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  State  your  full  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 

A.  John  B.  Load,  master  at  arms,  third  class,  U.  S.  Navy,  attached 
to  the  U.  S.  S.  Maitie. 

Q.  Were  you  on  duty  as  master  at  arms  the  night  of  the  destruction 
of  the  Maine? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not.  The  second-class  master  at  arms  was  on 
duty. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  first  intimation  of  any  trouble  f 

A.  I  had  just  left  the  second-class  master  at  arms,  and  he  was  telling 
me  if  I  wanted  the  keys  daring  the  night,  or  in  case  they  should  be 
wanted,  where  to  get  them.  1  left  him  to  go  to  my  hammock,  which 
was  slung  underneath  the  middle  superstructure,  right  outside  the 
armory  door. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  moment  you  felt  the  first  trouble? 
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A.  I  was  just  taking  off  my  shirt,  and  was  going  to  torn  in.    From 
where  I  was  standing  I  could  look  out  the  after  door. 
Q.  That  is  right  by  the  armoiy  t 
A.  Bight  by  the  armory,  sir;  on  the  starboard  side. 
Q.  On  the  after  part  of  the  superstractore? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yonr  hammock  was  inside  the  saperstmctnre,  forward  of  the 
armory! 
A.  Forward  of  the  armory. 
Q.  And  nearly  abreast  of  the  doort 
A.  Nearly  abreast  of  the  door. 
Q.  You  were  about  abreast  of  the  reMgeratort 
A.  I  was  close  to  where  that  steerage  ice  box  stood ;  yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  were  standing  up  at  the  timef 

A.  I  was  standing  up  at  the  time.    I  had  just  put  my  shirt  on  the 
hammock. 
Q.  Please  state  to  the  court  exactly  what  you  felt,  heard,  and  saw. 
A.  You  could  see  a  red  flame  outside  the  ship.    It  seemed  as  if  it 
was  a  small  boat  had  struck  the  ship  at  first.    She  seemed  to  tremble, 
and  then  the  whole  deck  where  I  was  standing  seemed  to  open,  and  there 
was  a  flash  of  flame  came  up,  and  whether  I  went  up  in  the  air,  or 
whether  I  went  down,  I  couldn't  say  at  first.    Then  I  found  myself  down 
below,  and  the  water  rushing  in  on  me.    I  could  hear  a  second  explo- 
sion, and  it  seemed  to  lift  the  weight  off  of  what  was  on  me  where  I 
was  lying  down,  and  I  managed  to  crawl  out  of  there.    I  found  myself 
on  the  port  side  of  the  upper  superstructure.    That  place  all  seemed  to 
be  cleared.    At  that  time  the  port  awning  was  burning,  and  people 
was  lying  on  it.    Schwartz  was  one.    He  called  me  by  name  and  asked 
me  to  give  him  some  help  to  get  oflT  of  there.    The  only  thing  I  could 
find  was  a  piece  of  wire  rope.    I  helped  him  and  two  or  three  others, 
but  I  don't  know  their  names.    Privates  Lutz,  Marine,  and  Galpin 
were  up  there.    Then  I  called  out  for  assistance,  for  a  boat,  the  Ward 
Line  boat.    At  that  time  Mr.  Bronson  was  coming  along  in  the  whale- 
boat,  and  he  called  out  ^< Courage."    He  says:  ^^Help  is  coming." 

Then  I  asked  him  for  his  painter,  and  I  made  it  fast  to  one  of  the 
cradles  that  was  remaining  there,  and  I  helped  these  others  to  get  into 
the  boat.    I  was  going  to  get  in  mysdf,  but  Lutz  called  out  ^^Oive  me 
some  help  here;  there  is  two  men  dying."    We  managed  to  get  them 
and  throw  them  over.    We  had  no  way  of  putting  them  down.    One 
was  Erricson  and  the  other  was  Smith.    Smith  fell  in  the  water  too  far 
from  the  boat  to  receive  assistance,  and  Mr.  Bronson  jumi>ed  out  of  the 
hoat  and  swam  to  him.    It  was  only  a  short  distance,  but  the  water 
appeared  to  be  boiling  up  around  there  at  the  time.    Then  I  got  up 
from  there  and  was  intending  to  make  the  boat  myself.    I  walked 
around  the  hammock  netting  a  little,  and  I  slipped  and  fell  overboard. 
I  got  onto  a  chest,  and  I  was  picked  up  by  a  Spanish  shore  boat.    We 
went  all  around  the  ship  in  the  boat  and  picked  up  Ban,  seaman,  and 
Mike  Malone,  fireman,  but  Mike  fell  out  of  the  boat  afterwards ;  he  was  so 
badly  hurt  we  couldn't  hold  him  in.    Then  I  was  transferred  to  another 
Spanish  boat,  and  we  were  taken  ashore. 
Q.  Yon  say  at  the  first  shock  you  were  knocked  down  somewhere  f 
A  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Below  f 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  yourself! 
A.  I  thought  I  was  on  the  berth  deck. 
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Q.  Bat  yon  were  not  on  the  berth  deck,  were  youf 

A.  I  think  not,  sir. 

Q.  The  next  thing  you  found  yonrself  on  top  of  the  middle  sapw • 
structaret 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  yon  get  up  there  t 

A.  1  can  remember  coming  out  of  the  after  hatch,  sir. 

Q.  You  got  on  topt 

A.  On  top,  sir.  I  can  remember  all  that  was  with  me  at  the  time 
down  there.  There  was  Williams,  the  armorer;  he  was  sleeping  on 
deck  close  to  me;  and  Kane  was  standing  with  his  arms  on  the  ice 
chest.    McGinnis,  the  marine,  was  sleeping  on  the  port  side. 

Q.  They  were  all  saved  t 

A.  They  were  all  saved,  sir,  but  the  man  that  was  sleeping  in  his 
hammock  above,  next  to  me,  was  lost. 

Q.  Who  was  thatt 

A.  That  was  Galfleld. 

The  Judge- Advooate.  These  men,  I  want  to  say  to  the  court,  were 
mostly  asleep.  I  have  questioned  most  of  the  men  he  has  mentioned, 
and  they  were  asleep  at  the  time. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

Q.  You  mentioned  two  explosions  t 
A.  Two  explosions,  sir. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  How  far  apart  were  the  two  explosions  f 

A.  About  a  minute,  as  near  as  I  can  judge;  that  is,  from  the  time  the 
deck  opened  up  until  I  heard  the  second  explosion. 
Q.  By  a  minute  you  mean  a  very  small  period  of  timef 
A.  Very  small. 
Q.  Very  quick  f 
A.  Very  quick. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  You  do  not  mean  a  minute,  thent 

A.  No,  sir;  it  would  hardly  be  a  minute;  but  it  happened  a  little 
after  three  bells,  as  near  as  I  can  judge,  and  I  was  ashore  before  four 
bells  struck. 

Q.  Describe  the  two  explosions. 

A.  One  seemed  to  be  a  deafening  report. 

Q.  Which  onet 

A.  The  one  when  the  deck  opened.  Then,  when  I  was  down  below, 
I  imagined  it  was  a  boiler  went  up,  on  account  of  the  water  down  there. 
It  was  hot,  but  the  flame  that  I  saw — ^the  deck  seemed  to  open.  It  was 
the  same  as  if  some  one  had  taken  a  revolver  and  fired  it  close  to  your 
face,  and  you  almost  suffocated.  It  felt  as  if  cotton  was  in  our  months 
when  we  were  down  below.  We  were  choking  down  there,  and  we  were 
drinking  water  as  it  was  coming  up  on  us,  to  try  to  get  a  little  relief. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  tried  to  get  a  drink  of  water  during 
this  timet 

A.  I  was  drinking  the  water  as  it  was  coming  up  on  me^  sir.  As  we 
were  sinking,  we  were  drinking  water  to  get  relief!  This  man  Kane 
and  myself  were  together  nearly  the  whole  time. 

Q.  Did  you  speak  with  each  other  f 

A.  Oh,  yes,  sir  ;  we  were  speaking.  I  told  him  I  had  given  up  all 
hope  once,  and  he  told  me  he  had  given  up  all  hope. 
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Q.  Were  the  lights  oat  at  this  time  f 

A.  The  lights  were  out  as  soon  as  the  first  flash.  Everything  was  in 
daorkness. 

Q.  Then  yon  recognized  these  people  how  t 

A.  By  their  voices,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  the  second  explosion  differ  from  the  first  one  t 

A.  It  didn't  seem  to  be  as  load  a  report,  to  me,  as  the  first  one  was. 

Q.  It  did  not  seem  to  be  as  loadt 

A.  Not  as  load,  sir. 

Q.  The  first  thing  yon  knew  following  the  first  report  was  that  yon 
were  thrown  down  throngh  the  deckf 

A.  It  seemed  to  me  as  if  I  fell  throngh  the  deck  instead  of  going  np. 
The  whole  deck  seemed  to  open.  It  sonnded  then  as  if  a  wagon  with  a 
lot  of  old  iron  had  been  damped  into  a  hole.  That  was  the  noise  it  was 
making,  cracking  np  all  the  time. 

The  jadge-advocate  reqaested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  bat  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  famished 
with  so  mach  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  with- 
draw for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  npon  the  completion  of  which  he 
will  be  again  called  before  the  conrt  and  be  given  an  opportauity  to 
amend  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  prononnce  it  correct.    The  reqnest 
was  granted  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  he 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Seaman  Pbteb  Labsen,  U.  S.  Navy,  appjdared  as  a  witness  before 
the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Ad vooate  : 

Q.  State  your  ftdl  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 
A.  My  name  is  Peter  Larsen;  I  was  bom  in  Norway;   seaman; 
attached  to  the  XT.  S.  S.  Maine. 
Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  on  the  night  of  her  destruction  t 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  standing  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  Maine  at  that  timef 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Doing  extra  duty  f 
A.  Extra  duty;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  quarter-deck  were  you  out 
A.  Close  to  the  after  turret,  sir. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

Q*  It  was  not  on  the  superstructure  deckf 

A  No.  sir;  just  that  little  passage  going  between  the  after  turret 
and  the  bulkhead. 

Q.  On  the  port  sidef 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Bight  near  the  gangway  between  the  turret  and  the  middle 
Bnperstnicturet 

A.  The  galley  door  that  leads  out  on  the  superstructure. 

Q.  Whidi  way  were  you  facing  t 

A  Port  side,  sir. 

Q-  What  were  you  facing  t 

^  I  just  came  walking  up,  like  this,  and  I  stopi)ed  there. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  exactly  what  you  felt,  Jbeard,  and  saw. 

A.  The  first  thin^  whea  I  came  off  to  that  aide  and  was  walking  up 
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and  down,  I  heard  some  explosion  in  the  port  gangway;  something 
like  an  explosion.  I  just  turned  aroand,  and  then  the  big  explosion 
came,  and  I  got  thrown  aft  on  the  poop. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  first  explosion?  What  did  it  sound 
liket 

A.  Something  like  a  shot,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  it  feel  liket 

A.  It  jarred  the  ship. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  flame  or  anything  f 

A.  Tes,  sir;  just  around  the  corner  came  the  flame. 

Q.  Show  us  on  the  plan  where  you  were. 

A.  Bight  here  [pointing  between  the  turret  and  the  galleyj.  The 
first  noise  I  heard  was  around  the  port  gangway,  where  the  ioe 
machine  is. 

Q.  The  first  whatf 

A.  The  first  explosion,  and  the  next  thing  I  got  thrown  up  here  on 
the  poop  deck. 

Q.  You  got  thrown  up  there  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  top  of  the  deck  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  walk  up  there  at  allt 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  thrown  up  there! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  the  light  around  this  comer  t 

A.  Just  coming  around  this  corner;  and  the  next  thing  I  found 
myself  up  there. 

Q.  Were  you  hurtf 

A.  No,  sir;  just  across  the  back  a  little,  and  my  arm. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  sensation  did  the  second  explosion  make  in 
regard  to  the  shipf 

A.  At  the  second  explosion  I  got  thrown  away,  and  everything 
around  me  was  flying. 

Q.  Was  there  a  distinct  interval  between  the  two,  do  you  think  f 

A.  There  was  a  very  little  between  each  other,  because  I  didn't  have 
time  to  turn  around,  because  I  got  thrown  out. 

Q.  They  were  distinct,  in  your  opinion f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  distinct 

Q.  When  did  you  see  the  flames — ^after  the  first  and  before  the  secondf 

A.  No,  sir;  just  with  the  second. 

Q.  It  was  the  second  shot,  then,  that  threw  you  up  on  the  poop  deckf 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  second  shot,  because  at  the  first  I  had  just  turned 
around.    The  second  took  me  away  from  the  quarter-deck  idtogetber. 

Q.  Can  you  describe  any  more  carefully  the  first  shock  t 

A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  just  ajar,  shaking  all  over. 

Q.  It  did  not  throw  you  oflF  your  feett 

A.  No,  sir  ;  it  didn't  throw  me  off  my  feet.  It  was  something  like 
the  ship  had  gone  aground.    She  was  shaking. 

Q.  How  long  do  you  think  it  was  after  the  first  shock  before  the 
second  onet 

A.  I  don't  think  there  was  more  than  about  two  seconds,  or  some- 
thing like  that. 

Q.  A  very  short  timet 

A.  Yes,  BIT, 
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Q.  The  two  were  perfectly  separate! 
A«  Ye8|  sir. 

The  jadge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  bat  that  he  be  directed  to 
rexK>rt  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  m  ill  be  furnished  with 
80  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdraw 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  will 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amend 
his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct.    The  request  was 
granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  he 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Seaman  Louis  Mobiniebe,  XT.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  before 
fhe  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president: 

Examined  by  the  Jxtdge- Advocate: 

Q.  Give  your  full  name. 

A.  Louis  Moriniere. 

Q.  What  ratet 

A.  Seaman. 

Q.  Attached  to  the  Maine? 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destruction  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  were  on  the  quarter-deck,  I  believe  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  main  deckt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whereabouts  t 

A.  Between  the  after  superstructure  and  the  main  superstructure; 
abreast  the  after  turret,  sir. 

Q.  About  halfway  between  the  two  sui>er structures  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  closer  to  the  after  superstructure. 

Q.  Near  the  barbette  t 

A.  Ko,  sir;  near  that  reel  there  that  the  fire  hose  is  on,  under  the 
hdd^;  close  to  the  ladder. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  after  sui>erstructnre.  That  is  the  middle  super- 
Btractnre.  You  were  close  to  the  ladder  leading  up  the  middle  super- 
Btraetare.  I  will  show  it  to  you  on  the  plan.  Which  way  were  you 
being  at  the  time  the  trouble  commenced  t 

A.  Aft,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  exactly  what  you  felt,  what  you  heard,  and  what 
yoa  saw;  not  what  you  have  been  told  since — what  you  remember  your- 
self feeling. 

A.  I  heard  a  jar,  and  after  this  jar  the  explosion  went  up  through 
the  middle  superstructure.  I  heard  ajar  first,  and  almost  at  the  same 
time  of  this  jar  the  whole  middle  superstructure  went  up  in  fire,  sir. 
I  was  thrown  up  off  my  feet  and  sent  i^t  against  my  wiU,  and  I  fell  on 
aHfonrs. 

Q.  You  were  thrown  down! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  looked  forward  and  saw  no  more  smokestacks.  The 
BDokestacks  were  done. 

0-  They  had  gonet 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  two  smokestacks  were  gone. 

Q.  That  was  after  you  p^'cked  yourself  up  t 
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A.  Yes,  sir;  I  got  hold  of  an  awning  stanchion  and  crawled  ap 
something  aronnd  there;  I  don't  know  what  it  was.  I  looked  aro 
and  I  couldn't  see  no  smokestacks. 

Q.  What  did  the  first  explosion  feel  like  to  yout 

A.  Justajar,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  between  that  and  the  second  explosion  t 

A.  It  was  hardly  two  seconds. 

Q.  When  did  yon  see  flame  t 

A.  The  flame  was  in  the  port  gangway. 

Q.  When  did  that  first  comet 

A.  Just  soon  after  this  second  explosion  started. 

Q.  Which  knocked  you  down  1 

A.  It  was  the  second  explosion. 

Q.  How  far  aft  were  you  thrown! 

A.  Just  about  fifteen  feet,  in  my  judgment. 

Q.  You  landed  on  your  hands  and  knees  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  couldn't  get  on  my  feet  again, 

Q.  You  could  not  get  your  feet  again  t 

A.  No,  sir;  I  couldn't  get  on  my  feet  There  was  so  much  vibn 
in  the  deck  that  I  couldn't  stand  up.  When  I  got  np  in  the  boat  a) 
side  the  ship,  after  the  captain  left  the  ship,  we  saw  the  berth  dec 
fire  through  the  ports. 

Q.  That  was  after  you  had  left  the  shipt 

A.  Yes,  sir.  She  was  very  deep  down  in  the  water  then.  She 
almost  level  with  the  ports. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the 
ness  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  dire 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  fumi 
with  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  aske 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completic 
which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  oi 
tunity  to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  cor 
The  request  was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordii 
whereupon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  n< 
discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Boatswain's  Mate  Ghables  Bebghan,  XT.  8.  Navy,  appeared 
witness  before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Ad vooate: 

Q.  Give  your  full  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached 

A.  Gharles  Bergman;  boatswain's  mate;  first-class;  XT.  S.  8.  Mi 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  on  the  night  of  her  destroctioi 

A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  asleep  when  it  happened  t 

A.  I  was  just  between  waking  and  sleeping. 

Q.  Just  going  to  sleep  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  your  hammock  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  your  hammock  swungt 

A.  Forward  on  the  berth  deck,  in  the  forward  compartment. 

Q.  Which  sidet 

A.  The  starboard  side. 

Q.  Near  the  brigt 

As  On  the  afterpart  of  the  starboard  brig. 
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Q.  The  hammock  swung  fore  and  aftt 

A*  YeB,  sir. 

Q.  Well  oatboardt 

A.  Yee,  sir;  the  first  hammock  outboard,  alongside  the  mess  locker. 
I  swung  on  top  from  the  hooks,  and  two  others  were  swinging  under* 
neath. 

Q.  What  were  the  other  men's  names! 

A.  Atkin  and  Fountain. 

Q.  They  were  both  killed! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  you  felt  and  what  yon  experienced.  Which  way  was 
yourhcAd! 

A.  Aft,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  you  felt— what  you  experienced. 

A.  I  heard  a  terrible  crash,  an  explosion  I  suppose  that  was.  Some- 
thing fdl,  and  then  after  that  I  got  thrown  somewhere  in  a  hot  place. 
Wherever  that  was  I  don't  know.  I  got  burned  on  my  legs  and  arms, 
and  I  got  my  mouth  fhll  of  ashes  and  one  thing  and  another.  Then  tiie 
next  thing  I  was  in  the  water — away  under  the  water  somewhere,  with 
ft  lot  of  wreckage  on  top  of  me  that  was  sinking  me  down.  After  I  got 
dear  of  that  I  started  to  come  up  to  the  surface  of  the  water  again,  and 
I  got  afoul  of  some  other  wreckage.  I  got  my  head  jammed  in,  and  I 
ocmldn't  get  loose,  so  I  let  myself  go  down.  Then  it  carried  me  down 
Ikrther.  I  suppose  when  it  touch^  the  bottom  somewhere  it  sort  of 
opened  out  a  bit,  and  I  got  my  head  out  and  started  for  the  surface  of 
the  watcar  again.  I  hit  a  lot  of  other  stuff  with  my  head^  and  then  I  got 
my  head  al^ye  the  water.  I  got  picked  up  by  a  Spanish  boat,  one  of 
tiiese  shore  boats,  I  think. 

Q.  When  you  found  yourself  in  the  water  first,  how  far  were  you 
itomthis  ship! 

A.  I  must  have  been  underneath  the  ship,  as  far  as  I  can  make  out. 
At  least,  I  come  up  on  the  side. 

Q.  Near  the  ship! 

A.  Yes,  sir.    I  got  out  through  the  bottom  or  the  side,  as  near  as  I 
can  make  out. 
Q.  You  were  the  only  man  in  that  compartment  that  was  saved! 
A.  Yes,  sir;  the  only  man  £kx>m  the  whole  berth  deck  except  Jerry 

Shea,  I  believe. 
Q.  Wh^e  was  he! 
A.  He  was  in  the  fireman's  compartment,  I  believe,  forward  of  the 

marines^  compartment. 
Q.  Where  is  Shea  now! 
A  He  is  in  the  hospital  at  Havana,  I  think.    I  don't  know  of  no 

other  one.    When  I  come  up,  she  was  all  settled  down  in  the  water. 

Bke  was  all  torn  to  pieces  then,  and  settled  down. 
Q.  Had  you  swallowed  much  water  ! 
A.  I  was  full  of  it.    I  was  pretty  near  drowned  when  I  came  up. 

When  I  got  in  the  boat  the  water  was  running  out  of  me.    I  must 

We  been  under  there  for  a  .couple  of  minutes,  as  far  as  I  can  make  out. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  more  than  one  shock  ! 
A.  That  is  all,  sir;  one  terrible  crash.    That  is  all  I  know  about. 
^  Ton  say  you  went  which  way :  what  became  of  you  ! 
A.  That  I  couldn't  say.    I  must  have  got  out  from  the  bottom  or  tYie 
^0.  That  is  what  I  think.    J  don^t  know  which  way  I  got  throwTi 
S.  Doft  J^r 1^ 
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or  fired.  It  was  something  fearixil.  There  is  nothing  to  compare  with 
it  at  all. 

Q.  Yoa  were  not  conscious  of  having  your  head  above  water  from 
the  start  antil  you  were  picked  upt  You  did  not  know  during  that 
time  that  your  head  had  been  above  water  at  allt 

A.  No,  sir;  I  was  under  all  the  time.  After  I  once  got  my  head 
above  water  I  had  it  there  all  the  time. 

Q.  You  say  your  legs  and  arms  were  burned  1 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q«  Those  are  the  burns  on  your  hands  now,  are  they  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  that  leg  and  arm  [indicating  his  left  leg  and 
left  arm]. 

Q.  How  large  spaces  were  burned  1 

A.  It  is  burned  across  this  leg  here  [indicating].  My  arm  is  pretty 
well  healed  up  now.    There  was  a  big,  raw  burn  on  my  left  elbow. 

Q.  You  say  at  one  time  you  felt  you  were  in  a  very  hot  placet 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  it  was  hot  air,  hot  gases  t 

A.  It  must  have  been  hot  iron  or  something,  I  guess,  that  I  feB 
against.    I  got  a  lot  of  ashes  in  my  mouth  and  face.    I  know  that. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  tomorrow  morning  at  10  o^clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished 
with  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of 
which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct 
The  request  was  granted  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly; 
whereupon  he  withdrew,  skfter  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to 
discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Ounner  Hill  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Mr.  Hill,  have  you  read  over  your  testimony 
of  yestenlayt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  1 

A.  I  wish  to  make  afew  changes.  On  page  315,  in  the  fourth  answer, 
strike  out  the  word  "  yes  ^  and  insert  "  no.'^ 

In  the  fifth  answer,  add  to  the  answer  *^  I  can  remember  no  upriirkt 
in  the  after  end  of  the  magazine  except  those  in  the  center  forming  the 
two  fore  and  aft  bins." 

Q.  Is  your  testimony  as  amended  correct! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
noc  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 
The  court  then  (at  12.40  p.  m.)  took  a  recess  until  2  p.  m. 

The  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 
Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the 
stenographer. 

Landsman  OsoBaE  Fox,  IT.  8.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  before 
the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge-Advocate  : 
Q,  State  yoar  fnJi  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attachedt 
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A*  Oeorge  Fox,  landsman,  U.  8.  Navy,  attached  to  the  XT.  S.  S.  Maine, 
Q.  Were  yon  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destmotiont 
A*  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  believe  yon  were  a  lamplighter  t 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  yon  at  the  time  it  happened  t 
A.  In  the  lamp  room,  sir. 
Q.  Where  is  that  lamp  room  situated  t 
A.  On  the  xx>rt  side  of  the  saperstractore  forward. 
Q«  The  middle  saperstractore  1 
A.  The  middle  saperstractare. 
Q.  Is  it  inside  the  6>inch  gan  restf 
A.  Yes,  sir;  right  ander  the  port  6-inch  gan. 
Q.  Were  yoa  in  there  in  your  hanmioekt 
A«  l^Oj  sir;  I  had  a  bonk  rigged  up  in  there. 
Q.  Was  the  door  locked  t 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  way  was  the  door  locked! 

A«  I  had  a  catch  and  a  hook,  just  a  kind  of  a  hook.    I  dont  know 
lu)w  to  explain  it.    It  was  caught  over  a  port. 
Q.  Were  you  asleep  when  this  commenced  1 
A.  I  was  just  dozing  off. 
Q.  TeU  us  what  happened  to  you. 

A  As  well  as  I  can  remember  I  was  thrown  up  in  the  air  and  I  came 
down  feet  first.  I  heard  the  rattling  and  the  roar  around  me,  but  it 
was  pitch  dark  and  I  couldn't  see  nothing.  I  had  to  feel  around.  I 
h^ffd  tiie  men  groaning  around  me.  I  felt  a  hole  and  I  crawled  through 
that  Then  I  seen  the  wreck  burning  on  top,  and  that  gave  me  light  to 
see  to  climb  up.  I  found  myself  in  the  miadle  of  the  wreck,  pretty  high 
up,  because  I  could  look  down  and  see  the  boats  all  around  tiiere.  Then 
I  went  down  to  the  water's  edge  and  swam  out  to  a  boat. 

Q.  Did  the  lamp  room  seem  to  be  upside  downt 

A  Yes,  sir;  it  seemed  to  be  pretty  well  demolished,  as  well  as  I  could 
make  out. 

Q.  Was  it  x>eirfectly  open  on  the  outside  for  you  to  crawl  outt 

A  No,  sir;  I  had  to  crawl  through  a  pretty  small  hole.  It  scratched 
me  all  here  [indicating]. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  any  particular  shock  except  this  upheaving  t 

A.  No,  sir;  I  was  dazed  for  a  minute.    I  was  stunned. 

Q.  Ton  were  dazed  at  the  very  first  shock  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  realized  that  we  had  been  blown  up  some  way. 
There  was  a  strong  smell  of  powder  there  somewhere  that  nearly  gaggeid 
me.  It  was  some  kind  of  explosive  that  smelled  like  ])owder,  and  also 
the  burning  of  cotton.    I  don't  know  what  it  was  or  what  made  it. 

By  the  Ootikt  : 

Q.  Of  cotton! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  it  smelled  like  burning  cloth  of  some  kind. 

Q.  Were  your  own  clothes  burned  i 

A  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of.  I  was  stripped,  myself.  Of  course  my 
bedding  might  have  taken  fire;  I  don't  know.  Anyway,  that  smoke 
I6emed  to  come  from  below  somewhere. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  you  were  stripped  t 

A  Tes,  sir;  I  was  naked,  myself.  I  didn't  have  a  stitch  on  me,  it 
being  very  warm  there. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  bed  that  waj^f 
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A.  YeSy  sir;  I  went  to  bed  that  way. 

Q.  Yoa  heard  but  one  explosion  1 

A.  Yes,  sir;  but  one  explosion. 

Q.  When  you  came  down  to  the  water's  edge  to  swim  out  into  tl 
water,  which  side  of  the  ship  were  you  out 

A.  I  was  on  the  port  side,  sir.    I  am  sure  of  that,  sir,  because  I  sei 
Mr.  Boyd  on  top  of  the  wreck.    He  called  out  to  all  hands  to  turn 
and  fight  the  fire.    He  said  we  had  settled  down.    That  is  the  fir 
thing  I  heard  when  I  came  on  top  of  the  wreck,  and  I  went  down 
the  water's  edge  and  swam  out  to  one  of  these  boats. 

Q.  You  are  sure  that  was  on  the  port  sidet 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  certain  of  that. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  witnc 
be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to  i 
port  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  wi 
so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony,  and  asked  to  withdrs 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  hew 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amei 
his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request  w 
granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  1 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matte 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Landsman  Michael  Lanahan,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witne 
before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  JuDas- Advooate  : 

Q.  State  your  ftdl  name,  your  rate,  and  the  ship  to  which  you  a 
attached. 

A.  My  name  is  Michael  Lanahan;  landsman;  IT.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destruction  1 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you! 

A.  I  was  in  my  hammock,  over  the  starboard  6-inch  gun,inthefoi 
castle. 

Q.  Over  the  starboard  6-inch  forecastle  gunt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  my  foot  was  over  the  starboard  6-inch  gun,  and  myhei 
was  aft. 

Q.  Inside  the  forward  superstructure  1 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  happened  to  yout    Were  you  asleep  when  it  started f 

A.  No,  sir;  I  wasn't  asleep.  I  was  juat  turning  into  my  hammoc 
I  was  about  to  lie  down  in  my  hammock  when  I  felt  a  jar,  and  that^ 
all  I  remember. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  yourself  t 

A.  I  found  myself  about  60  feet  from  the  ship,  out  in  the  water. 

Q.  On  which  sidet 

A.  On  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  Were  you  injured! 

A.  No,  sir;  I  had  a  slight  cut  in  my  head. 

Q.  Was  anyone  else  in  that  superstructure  saved! 

A.  YeSy  sir. 

Q.  Who! 

A.  Michael  Flynn,  Durkin,  Bloomer,  and  a  young  fellow — I  forget  hi 
name.  He  is  out  in  the  hospital.  He  was  a  new  fellow  that  had  joi 
come.    There  waa  four  or  five  of  them  came  out  of  that  first  part 
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Q.  Yon  do  not  remember  anjrihing  at  all  until  yea  landed  in  the 
watert 

A.  1^0,  sir;  I  didn't  know  anything  at  all  about  it  until  I  came  up  in 
flie  water. 

Q.  Some  distance  firom  the  shipt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  about  50  feet  out  in  the  water. 

Q.  ToBtarboardt 

A.  To  starboard;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  yon  feel  in  the  way  of  shocte  or  explosions  t 

A.  I  just  felt  a  jar,  and  that  was  all— just  a  tremblmg,  and  that  is 
the  last  I  remember  of  it. 

By  theOouBT: 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  any  noiset 

A.  No,  sir :  I  did  not  hear  any  noise;  just  a  trembling,  and  everything 
leemed  dumb  then.  When  I  came  up  out  of  the  water,  I  realized  what 
bad  happened,  and  I  swam  for  a  buoy. 

Q.  Swam  for  whatf 

A.  One  of  those  small  buoys  that  are  anchored  there. 

Q.  The  door  into  that  superstructure  was  abaft  your  head,  was 
it  nott 

A.  Yes,  sir;  just  abaft  of  the  gun. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  you  went  through  the  deck  or  through 
tbesidel 

A.  No,  sir;  I  went  right  straight  up  and  went  out.    The  deck  must 
bave  been  blown  up.    If  it  hadn't,  I  would  have  been  hurt  worse  than 
I  was.    I  couldnt  make  any  statement  about  that.    I  know  I  went  up 
through  it. 
Q.  Were  you  burned  at  allt 

A.  No,  sir;  I  wasn't  burned.  I  was  just  cut  in  the  head;  that 
wasalL 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 
rqN>rt  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with 
BO  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  with- 
draw for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  uxx>n  the  completion  of  which 
be  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
unend  his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request 
was  granted  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon 
he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Goal  Passer  Thomas  Melville,  XT.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  wit- 
ness before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president: 

Examined  by  the  Jxtdge  Advooate  : 

Q.  State  your  full  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 

A.  Thomas  Melville,  coal  passer,  H.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  I  believe  you  were  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  Maine  at  the  time 
of  her  destruction  1 

A«  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  deck  were  you  ont 

A.  Just  right  between  the  after  turret  and  the  bulkhead  of  thd 
galley. 

Q.  In  that  passageway! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  way  yrereyou  facing  f 
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A.  Witb  my  back  tamed  to  it,  sir,  and  my  face  toward  aft. 

Q.  Were  you  standing  near  Larsenf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  exactly  what  yoa  felt,  heard,  and  saw. 

A.  I  felt  somethiDg  like  electrician  right  nnder  my  feet. 

Q.  You  felt  what! 

A.  Something  that  appeared  to  me  like  electrician — a  loud  report- 
just  about  amidships. 

Q.  An  electric  shock,  I  suppose  you  meant 

A.  Yes,  sir ;  and  she  listed  over  on  the  port  side.  The  port  was  under 
water.  Her  starboard  side  was  up.  I  made  my  way  to  the  starboard 
gangway,  and  then  I  heard  the  second  report.  I  had  an  idea  that  was 
the  boilers,  from  the  ashes  and  soot  and  stuff.  I  tried  to  make  my  way 
amidships  on  the  starboard  gangway,  and  I  got  hit  with  ashes.  I  had 
an  idea  it  was  the  boilers  had  exploded.  That  opened  up  the  super- 
structure aDd  carried  everything  forward.  By  that  time  I  made  my  way 
aft  for  the  second  whaleboat.  Before  me  and  a  man  by  the  name  oi 
McOann  could  reach  her  she  was  under  water.  I  came  back  again  to 
the  starboard  gangway,  when  the  captain's  gig  came  along  aft  with  the 
boatswain  in  her.  He  hollered  for  me  and  McGann  to  come  to  him. 
We  dove  overboard  and  swam  for  the  cutter  nnd  manned  her  to  sav« 
lives,  which  we  couldn't.  Then  the  captain's  writer — I  don't  know 
what  you  call  him;  I  guess  it  was  the  writer — ^hollered  for  us  to  come 
back.  We  came  back  and  stood  there,  and  the  first  lieutenant  and  the 
captain  got  in  the  gig.  The  captain  gave  orders  to  shove  off  and  for 
all  boats  to  leave  her,  to  look  out  for  the  magazines.  That  was  the 
captain's  orders.  We  went  around  her  a  couple  of  times  and  looked 
for  lives,  but  couldn't  find  any.  Then  we  row^  to  the  City  of  Watk- 
ingtan^  at  the  captain's  order,  with  all  the  men  we  had  in  the  boat 

Q.  When  you  felt  the  first  shock,  were  you  knocked  off  your  feett 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  before  the  explosion,  which  you  call  a  boiler  explo- 
sion, occurred  after  the  first  shock  t 

A.  It  appeared  to  me  about  a  half  a  minute  between  the  two  explosions. 

Q.  Almost  immediately,  do  you  think  1  Half  a  minute,  you  know,  is 
quite  a  little  space. 

A.  The  first  explosion  raised  up  part  of  the  superstructure,  etc,  and 
twisted  it  right  over  my  head,  and  the  awning  came  down  over  my  head. 
I  made  under  it  for  the  starboard  gangway.  When  I  got  to  the  star- 
board gangway  the  second  explosion  occurred. 

Q.  Did  the  ship  shake  as  much  after  the  second  explosion  as  after  the 
Arstt 

A.  No,  sir;  I  think  it  shook  more  at  the  first. 

Q.  How  was  the  sound  t 

A.  It  appeared  to  me,  when  she  was  hit  starboard,  it  came  about 
amidships,  and  then  turned  and  everything  went  forward. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  flamet 

A.  Not  before  the  second  explosion.  The  first  explosion  appeared  to 
be  right  under  the  berth  deck. 

Q.  Did  the  ship  seem  to  lift  any  at  the  first  explosion  f 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  She  just  trembled  t 

A.  She  trembled,  and  the  port  side  went  down  just  as  she  was  st*  uek. 

By  the  Ootjbt  : 
Q.  You  say  that  this  second  explosion  threw  everything  forward! 
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A.  It  threw  everything  forward,  dr.  That  is  what  it  apx>eared  to 
me— that  it  opened  ap  the  saperstmctnre,  and  the  second  explosion 
carried  the  ironwork  oat  and  stmck  the  steam  lanncb,  made  fast  to 
the  gness  warp  of  the  starboard  side.    I  seen  that  myself. 

Q.  You  saw  whatf 

A.  I  saw  when  the  steam  launch  went  down,  £kx>m  the  ironwork  of 
the  sui^erstmcture,  at  the  second  explosion. 

Q.  What  seemed  to  be  the  cause  of  the  steam  launch  going  downt 

A.  The  ironwork  tipped  her  over  like,  and  everything  went  right  on 
to  her — smothered  her  right  up.  It  appeared  to  me  that  way.  There 
was  a  good  deaJ  of  iron  blown  out  finom  her.  Our  two  boilers  was 
going  forward  down  below.  That  is  what  made  me  think  it  was  so 
hngj  half  a  minute  or  so,  between  the  two  explosions.  There  was  no 
boilers  going  afL    We  had  two  going  forward. 

Q.  Ton  had  two  boilers  going  forward! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  knew  that  myself,  and  we  had  four  primed  ready  to 
steam  at  the  time. 

Q.  You  are  wrong.    The  after  boilers  were  in  uset 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  two  after  boilers.  I  know  the  steam  launch  was 
lying  there  at  the  second  explosion.    I  am  sure  of  that. 

Q.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  was  standing  in  that  passage- 
way between  the  turret  and  the  galley  with  yout 

A.  Pete  Larsen. 

Q.  Where  did  he  go;  what  did  he  doT 

A.  I  couldn't  tell  you,  sir.    I  didn't  see  him  at  aiL 

Q.  You  did  not  see  him  afterwards! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Larsen  simply  went  overboardt 

A.  He  disappeared  firom  me,  sir.  I  couldn't  say  how  he  disappeared. 
Of  oourse  the  shock  took  all  the  life  out  of  me  for  a  second — for  half  a 
86cond.  When  I  came  to  myself,  I  knew  whereJihe  starboard  gangway 
was,  and  I  made  for  it.  When  I  got  there  I  found  a  fellow  by  the  name 
of  Gartrell  praying,  and  one  fellow  by  the  name  of  Lancaster,  he  was 
dead,  and  another  fellow  was  holding  on  the  gangway.  I  pulled  him 
oat  of  the  water,  and  saw  that  he  was  dead,  and  I  left  him  there. 

Q.  You  are  sure  that  the  ship  listed  after  the  first  explosion! 

A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  the  port  gangway  went  under  water  in  two  seconds, 
right  after  she  was  hit.  She  went  down  so  quick  that  when  I  got  to 
the  starboard  gangway  it  was  away  up.  The  gangway  was  clean  out 
of  water. 

Q.  The  second  explosion  had  not  occurred  at  that  timet 

A.  NOf  sir;  not  before  I  reached  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  Were  you  standing  up  at  the  time  of  the  first  shock  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  me  and  this  man  by  the  name  of  McOann  and  Wilber, 
coxHwain  of  the  steam  launch,  we  tried  to  make  for  the  second  whale- 
boat  We  did  make  it,  and  we  seen  it  was  under  water,  and  couldn't 
do  anything  with  it.  So  we  came  back  to  the  gangway  again,  and  by 
tbat  time  Wilber  fell  overboard.  He  disappeared,  and  he  told  us  after- 
wards in  the  hospital  that  he  fell  overboard.  The  boatswain  holloed 
for  me  and  McCann,  and  we  dove  overboard  and  swam  to  the  captain's 

The  judge- advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
Ms  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished 
with  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony,  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  oonsideratioii  of  the  same,  upon  the  compleUou  ot 
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which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct 
The  request  was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly; 
whereupon  he  witiidrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  ncrt  to 
discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Coxswain  Benjamin  B.  Wilbeb,  XT.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness 
before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Adyooate  : 

Q.  State  your  fall  name,  your  rate,  and  the  ship  to  which  you  are 
attached. 

A.  Benjamin  B.  Wilber;  coxswain;  XT.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destruction  1 

A.  Yes,  sir;  not  on  the  Maine.  I  was  in  the  steam  launch  alongside 
the  ship. 

Q.  Where  was  the  steam  launch  t 
(   A.  On  the  starboard  boom,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  steam  upt 

A.  Steam  up ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Hanging  to  what;  a  guess  warpt 

A.  No,  sir;  made  fast  to  the  JacoVs  ladder,  and  the  stem  hauled  aft 
to  the^ab  rope^  so  that  she  couldn't  swing  and  catch  the  smokestack. 

Q.  Who  were  m  the  boat  with  yout 

A.  There  was  Ave  of  us— Pank,  Lowman,  Nicholson,  and  Bau— five 
men  with  myself. 

Q.  Are  any  of  those  men  alive  now  1 

A.  All  of  them  are  alive:  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  ^ou  awake  when  it  happened  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  boat  were  you  int 

A.  In  tiie  stern  sheets,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  what  happened. 

A.  What  I  know  of  it;  it  seemed  to  me  as  if  something  hit  me  in 
the  fiftce,  and  I  didn't  know  any  more  until  I  came  up  under  the  water, 
some  distance  from  the  ship,  when  I  came  up  close  to  one  of  our  coal- 
ing booms  or  strong  back.  I  don't  know  what  it  was.  Pank,  oneot 
the  men  in  the  boat,  was  on  it.  I  don't  know  how  long  I  stayed  there, 
but  then  I  happened  to  think  of  the  sharks  that  was  in  the  water 
around  there,  and  I  swam  to  the  ship,  to  the  starboard  gangway.  I 
took  off  my  clothes  and  shoes  and  jumped  overboard  again,  and  swam 
to  the  Spanish  cutter  ttiat  was  pretty  close  to  the  ship  then,  and  they 
took  me  on  board  the  Spanish  man-of-war  that  was  lying  there. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  you  got  out  of  the  launch! 

A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  remember  one  single  thing.  I  don't  know  what 
became  of  the  boat  either. 

Q«  Did  you  see  any  flame  1 

A.  Just  like  a  flash  it  hit  me  in  the  face.    I  didn't  see  any  flame. 

Q,  You  were  immediately  knocked  senseless! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  was  knocked  senseless. 

Q.  How  far  were  you  from  the  ship  when  you  found  yourself  in  tlie 
water! 

A.  I  can't  exactly  say.  I  should  say  about  20  yards,  or  something 
like  that. 

Q.  Which  way  from  the  ship! 

A.  Bight  directly  out — aright  broadside  off  from  the  ship.    . 
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Q.  Yon  were  some  distanoe  from  where  the  laandh  had  beent 
A.  Yes,  air. 

BytheOouBT: 

Q.  Yon  beard  no  explosion;  yon  heard  nothing  1 
A.  ITo,  sir;  I  didnt  hear  nothing. 

By  the  Jitdgb- Adyocatb  : 

Q«  How  were  you  ]]\jnredt 

A.  I  was  struck  on  the  side  of  the  head  here  by  something. 

Q.  The  right  side  of  yonr  fnoef 

A.  Yes,  right  here. 

Q.  Around  the  templet 

A  Yes,  sir;  and  I  think  it  has  injured  the  jawbone.  I  don't  know. 
I  cant  open  my  month.  I  cant  bear  in  the  left  ear,  and  I  am  cut  on 
the  right  arm  below  the  elbow. 

The  jadge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  bj  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  bat  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  fbmished 
▼ith  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  nis  testimony,  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of 
which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  oppor- 
timty  to  amend  Us  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct. 
The  request  was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly; 
whereupon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to 
discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Fireman  John  H.  Pank,  XT.  8.  Navy,  api>eared  as  a  witness  before 
the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judgb-Advooats: 

Q.  State  your  ftiU  name,  rate,  and  the  ship  to  which  you  are  attached. 

A.  John  Henry  Pank;  fireman,  flrst-dass;  IT.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  Were  you  tiie  fireman  that  ran  the  first  steam  launch! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  that  launch  at  the  time  of  her  destruction  1 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  of  that  boat  were  you  int 

A  I  was  amidships,  near  the  engine  room. 

Q.  Between  the  boUer  and  the  stem  sheets! 

A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  which  side  of  the  boatt 

A  On  the  port  side. 

Q.  Which  way  were  you  looking  when  this  thing  happened! 

A,  I  was  looking  out  to  starboiffd. 

Q.  Away  from  &e  shipt 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  what  happened  to  yout 

A  All  I  can  say,  sir,  is  that  I  heara  a  big  explosion,  and  I  was  just 
^nt  to  look  around  to  see  where  it  came  from,  when  something  must 
luive  struck  l^e  steam  launch  on  the  port  side.  It  just  capsized  her 
right  over.  It  taken  us  about  25  or  30  feet  under  the  water  before  we 
Mmld  get  out.  By  the  time  we  got  up  it  was  all  over.  We  landed 
iboat  30  yards  flx>m  the  ship.    That  is  about  all  I  can  say,  sir. 

Q.  You  heard  an  explosion  on  board  the  shipt 

A  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  One  or  twot 
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A.  I  only  beard  one,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  felt  the  boat  going  overt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  not  blown  out  of  the  boatt 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  scrambled  out  as  the  boat  tamed  overt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  matter  with  yoor  armt 

A.  I  lost  two  of  the  fingers. 

Q.  How  do  yon  suppose  that  happened  t 

A.  I  don't  know,  sir;  unless  it  was  because  we  hadapretty  good  fiie 
in  the  boilers  at  the  time — we  had  about  160  pounds  of  steam — and  I 
can't  account  for  it  no  other  way  except  that  when  the  boiler  struck 
the  water,  the  boiler  was  so  hot  at  the  time  it  must  have  exploded. 

Q.  You  were  knocked  senseless  t 

A.  No,  sir;  I  wasn't  knocked  senseless  at  all.  The  only  place  I  was 
hurt  was  on  the  hand,  and  I  felt  that  just  as  I  started  to  come  up. 

Q.  Did  you  turn  toward  the  ship  when  you  heard  the  explosion  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  flame  shoot  upt 

A.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  see  anything  at  all. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  boat  was  between  you  and  the  ship  when  she  was 
turning  overt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  sure  the  boat  keeled  over  and  went  down  that  way  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  certain  of  that. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

Q.  Were  you  carried  down  m  the  boatt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  boat. 

Q.  Did  the  boat  turn  over  toward  the  ship  or  from  the  shipt 

A.  From  the  ship,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  think  the  boat  must  have  been  struck  by  something 
which  keeled  her  overt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  something  struck  her  on  the  starboard  side  and  jost 
keeled  her  right  over. 

Q.  Was  that  any  of  the  fljring  debris  t  Was  it  a  piece  of  metal,  or 
was  there  anything  about  it  that  would  enable  you  to  form  a  conda- 
sion  as  to  what  it  was  struck  hert 

A.  No,  sir;  I  couldn't  tell  what  it  was  struck  her. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  wave  or  the  water  disturbed 
by  the  explosion,  or  whether  it  was  a  piece  of  the  d^rist 

A.  No,  sir. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  on  account  of 
his  crippled  condition  his  testimony  was  read  over  to  him  by  the 
stenographer,  and  by  him  pronounced  correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Seaman  Otto  Bau,  U.  H.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  before  the 
court  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  JuDaE- Advooate  : 

Q.  State  your  name,  rate,  and  the  ship  to  which  you  are  attached. 

A.  Otto  Bau,  seaman,  H.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  You  were  in  the  steam  launch  at  the  time  of  her  destmottont 
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A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  awaket 

A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  What  port  of  the  boat  were  yoa  int 

A.  I  was  standing  right  in  firont  of  the  boilers. 

Q.  Forward  of  the  boilers! 

A.  In  front  of  the  boilers ;  yes,  sir.  I  had  scmbbed  the  tape  with  my 
shirt  and  pat  it  on  top  of  the  boUer,  and  at  that  minate  I  felt  the  pres- 
niie.  I  dont  know  which  way  I  went  oat  of  the  laanch.  I  only  know 
that  I  next  felt  myself  coming  np  from  the  water.  Three  times  I  strnck 
myself  agunst  things,  and  coald  not  oome  right  on  top  of  the  water. 
Alter  I  did  comh  on  top  of  the  water,  I  was  a  good  distance  from  the 
diip,  close  ap  to  Nicholson*  He  cried  for  help,  and  so  did  I,  and  we 
got  picked  up  by  a  boat. 

Q.  How  fEff  do  you  sappose  yoa  came  ap  from  where  the  wreckage 
originally  wast 

A.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  fiur.    It  was  a  good  distance. 

Q.  How  many  explosions  did  yoa  heart 

A.  I  can't  remember.    I  didn't  hear  none  at  alL 

Q.  Yoa  do  not  know  anything  abont  itt 

A.  liTo,  sir.  I  thoaght  at  first  it  was  a  boiler  from  the  steam  laanch 
fliat  had  exploded,  and  after  I  came  on  top  of  the  water  I  took  a  look 
uomid  and  seen  the  ship  baming. 

The  jadge-advooate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 
report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o^dock,  when  he  will  be  famished  with 
80  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdraw 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  will 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amend 
his  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request  was 
granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  he 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

appeared  as  a  witness 


before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Adyooate  : 

Q.  State  your  frdl  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 
A  William  Oartrell,  bom  in  Washington.    I  am  a  first-class  fireman 
by  rate;  attached  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Maine. 
Q.  Were  yon  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destmction  t 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  were  yout 

A.  I  were  right  down  at  the  magazine,  on  top  of  the  magazine,  when 
itliapi)ened;  at  the  tiller  room,  right  by  the  storeroom.    I  was  lying 
down  at  the  time. 
Q.  You  were  lying  down  in  the  tiller  roomt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  just  laid  down.    It  wasn't  a  second.    I  had  no 
sooner  laid  down^  than  it  hapi>ened. 
Q.  Yoa  were  right  in  front  of  the  storeroom  doort 
A.  Ko,  sir;  that  is  a  torpedo  on  the  edge  of  the  storeroom.    It  was 
back  of  that,  where  the  gunners  keep  their  storeroom. 
Q.  About  abreast  of  the  three  wheels  t 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  On  which 
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A.  On  the  port  side. 

Q.  Yoa  were  on  the  port  side,  abreast  of  the  three  wheels  t 

A.  On  the  port  side^  yes^  8ir« 

Q.  Yon  were  in  the  steering  room,  thent 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  steam  steering  engine  roomt 

A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Not  in  the  tiller  room. 

A.  Yon  know,  there  are  two  magazines. 

Q.  Yon  were  right  by  the  three  wheels! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  were  lying  right  in  here,  sir  [indicating].  There  is  a 
hatch  there. 

Q.  On  the  starboard  side  or  the  port  sidef 

A.  On  the  port  side  the  hatches  are.  I  was  lying  right  on  that 
hatch.    I  had  a  mattress  there. 

Q.  Yon  were  in  the  steam  steering  roomt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  tiller  room  is  abaft  thatt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  exactly  what  yon  felt,  and  heard,  and  saw. 

A.  Just  a  second  before  that  Bnshford,  chief  machinist,  came  to  me 
and  asked  me  for  the  loan  of  the  keys  to  go  in  the  storeroom.  He  said 
he  was  restless  and  couldn't  sleep.    I  gave  him  the  keys  and  told  him  to 

fut  the  keys  near  my  shoes,  that  I  was  going  to  sleep  there  that  nif  ht 
laid  there.  I  had  a  book  in  my  hand  and  was  going  to  read.  Jnst 
then  Charley  Qninn,  an  oiler,  that  was  on  watch,  came  up  and  said: 
*<  We  want  some  oiL''  I  said:  <^  It  is  fanny  there  is  no  oil  out,''  and 
everything  like  that:  bnt  I  gave  him  the  key  and  he  ^ot  the  oil  and 
throwed  the  key  back.  Then  I  walked  back  and  laid  down  and  went 
to  sleep.  Frank  Gardiner,  coal  passer,  was  \jing  down  beside  of  me. 
Jnst  as  soon  as  I  laid  down,  I  was  talking  to  him  and  I  hadn't  spoke 
three  words.  He  was  telling  me  his  time  was  out  in  May,  and  I  said 
mine  was  out  in  Jnne,  and  he  made  the  remark  that  he  was  going  to 
wait  for  me — all  like  tihat,  jnst  fooling,  and  just  then  a  flash  came.  It 
was  a  bine  flash.  It  seemed  to  me  like  it  was  right  by  the  lamp  in  the 
engine  room.    I  could  see  as  plain  as  day. 

Q.  How  could  yon  see  into  the  engine  roomt 

A.  I  could  see  through  the  door,  sir.  It  was  a  kind  of  a  blue  flame, 
and  it  came  all  at  once.  The  two  of  us  jumped  up,  and  I  went  on  the 
port  side  up  the  engine-room  ladder,  and  Frank  Gardiner,  he  went  up 
the  starboard  side— at  least  he  didn't  go  up,  because  he  hollered  to  me. 
He  struck  the  door  right  there  where  the  partition  separates  the  two 
doors,  and  he  must  have  struck  his  head.  He  hollered  to  me;  he  says : 
*^  O  Jesus,  Billy,  I  am  gone."  I  didn't  stop  then,  because  the  water 
was  then  up  to  my  knees.  1  made  a  break  as  quick  as  I  could  up  the 
ladder,  and  when  I  got  up  the  ladder  into  the  steerage  room  the  ladder 
was  gone.  EverytMng  was  dark.  I  couldn't  see  nothing  ;  everything 
was  pitch  dark,  and  I  gave  up,  or  I  started  to  give  up.  There  was  a 
colored  fellow  with  me ;  I  didn't  know  his  name  until  afterwards.  His 
name  was  Harris.  We  got  hold  of  each  other.  I  says  :  ^^Let's  give 
up  ;  there  is  no  hope."  I  started  in  to  say  a  prayer  the  best  I  knew 
how,  and  I  heard  a  voice.  It  must  have  been  an  officer  ;  it  oonldnt 
have  been  a  man's  voice,  because  he  says :  <<  There  is  hope^  men."  I 
knew  from  that  that  he  was  an  officer.  After  that  I  seen  a  little  light 
It  looked  like  an  awful  distance  from  me,  but  I  made  for  that  Ught,  and 
when  I  got  there  it  seemed  like  I  could  see  the  heavens.  I  got  jammed 
Jd  tibe  ladder.    My  head  was  right  up  ag«m>ti  t\iA  deck.    I  aeen  tbe 
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ladder,  and  I  caaght  hold  of  Haiiis,  and  the  two  of  us  hogged  each 
other. 

Q.  You  got  hold  of  who  t 

A.  The  ladder  was  hung  orossways  on  top.  There  wam't  no  ladder 
that  we  coald  walk  up.  The  ladder  was  np  above  us,  and  we  got 
jammed  in  the  ladder,  the  two  of  ns.  I  don't  know  whether  I  got  oat 
first  or  this  colored  fellow,  bat  when  I  did  get  oat  I  tried  to  say  a 
prayer.  I  looked  where  I  was  and  I  saw  the  heavens  and  everything, 
uid  I  tried  to  say  a  prayer  or  something,  and  I  fainted  away.  I  felt 
Bomeone  picking  me  np  and  they  throwed  me  overboard. 

Q.  When  yoa  saw  this  blue  flame  in  the  engine  room,  did  yoa  feel 
any  shock  to  the  shipt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  she  was  going  like  this  all  the  time  [indicating]. 

Q.  The  ship  wast 

/^^  Yes  sir 

Q.  How  long  did  that  lastt 

A.  It  lasted  until  I  got  up  to  the  top  of  the  ladder.  Then  I  was  in 
the  water. 

Q.  Yoa  only  felt  one  continuous  shaking! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  any  noise,  any  reportf 

A.  Yes,  sir:  I  heard  a  terrible  report. 

Q.  How  did  it  sound;  like  a  gunt 

A.  No,  sir;  it  wasn't  a  gun.  I  couldn't  hardly  tell  you  how  it 
soonded— like  the  whole  eartii  had  opened  up. 

By  the  Coubt: 

Q.  There  was  bui  one  shock— one  continuous  shock  t 

A  I  don't  know.  It  seemed  like  it  was  just  the  roaring  of  the  ship, 
aad  then  the  shock  came. 

Q.  You  felt  the  ship  tremble  before  this  explosion  1 

A.  Before  this  explosion ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  right  in  the  bottom  of  the  shipt 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  say  you  were  lying  on  your  hammock! 

A.  On  the  mattress,  on  the  after  magazine  on  the  port  side,  right  in 
the  engineers'  storeroom.  As  you  come  out  of  the  door  and  right  down 
about  8  or  9  feet,  I  think,  there  are  these  magazine  hatches.  I  had 
my  mattress  there.  Frank  Gardiner,  coal  passer,  he  was  lying  this 
vay,  just  between  the  wheels,  with  his  mattress. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  tnat  the  testimony  given  by  the  wlt- 
oess  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  ftirnished 
witti  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  nis  testimony  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of 
which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  oppor- 
tanity  to  amend  Us  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronounce  it  correct. 
The  request  was  granted  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly; 
whereui>on  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to 
discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Seaman  Edwabd  Mattson,  U.  S.  ISTavy,  appeared  as  a  witness  before 
the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by^ne  JuDas- Advocate  : 
Q«  State  your  tail  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 
A.  My  name  is  'Edward  Mattson /  ordinary  seaman;  attached  to  thft 
U.S.aJfir^5«A  ' 
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Q.  Yoa  were  on  anchor  watoh  at  the  time  the  Maine  was  destroyed! 

A.  We  were  standing  quarter  watches,  and  I  had  the  messenger 
watch. 

Q.  Yon  were  wide  awake  at  the  time  it  happened,  were  yonf 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  and  another  fellow  was  walking  np  in  the  starboard 
gangway. 

Q.  Will  yon  tell  the  court  exactly  where  you  were  when  you  felt  the 
first  shock  t 

A.  I  was  right  abreast  of  the  starboard  crane. 

Q.  In  the  starboard  gangway) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Facing  which  way! 

A.  Facing  forward. 

Q.  Then  state  exactly  what  you  felt,  and  heard,  and  saw. 

A.  It  was  just  the  same  as  if  I  seen  lots  of  smoke,  and  I  went  right 
up  in  the  air.  I  don't  know  where  I  went  to.  After  that  I  iidnH 
remember  until  I  was  lying  aft  on  the  quarter-deck. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  quarter-deck  T 

A.  I  was  lying  right  by  the  smokestack,  and  when  I  come  to  my 
senses  I  slid  down  on  the  quarter-deck. 

Q.  When  the  ship  shook  were  you  knocked  off  your  feet  immediatdyt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  very  first  shock  T 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  fire  fljdng  up  in  the  airf 

A.  ^o,  sir;  I  didn't  see  anything  else  but  smoke. 

Q.  You  only  felt  one  shock! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  landed  you  aft  on  the  quarter-deck  T 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  you  went  up  in  the  airt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  didn't  strike  the  water.    I  must  have  gone  in  the  air. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  You  say  you  felt  but  one  shock  t 

A.  One  shock;  that  is  all,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  walking  up  and  down  the  gangway! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  facing  downward! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  were  thrown  backward,  were  yoaf 

A.  Backward  on  the  quarter  deck. 

Q.  How  did  you  fall  t 

A.  I  suppose  I  fell  on  my  shoulder,  for  I  felt  kind  of  sore  there  [indi- 
cating left  shoulder]. 

Q.  Did  you  say  you  were  alongside  of  the  smokestack  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  by  the  smokestack,  just  where  the  third  cutter  wtf 
standing. 

Q.  You  said  you  were  by  the  crane,  did  you  nott 

A.  Yes;  abreast  of  the  starboard  crane. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 
report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with 
so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdraw 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  wiB 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amend 
Ha  testimony  as  recorded,  or  pronoTine^  it  Qcyct^Xn  TVsa  request  wsb 
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granted,  and  the  witness  was  instnicted  aooordingly ;  whereai)oxi  he 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inqoiry. 

Mess  Attendant  John  H.  TuBPiNy  T7.  B.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  wit- 
neBs  before  the  coort,  and  was  dnly  sworn  by  the  president 

Examined  by  the  Judoe-Adyooatb: 

Q.  State  your  fiill  namey  your  rate,  and  the  ship  to  which  you  are 
attached. 

A.  John  Henry  Turpin,  mess  attendant,  attached  to  the  17.  S.  8. 
Jfotiie. 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  the  first  indication  of  any  trouble  oocnrxed 
en  Ae  night  the  Maine  was  destroyed  T 

A.  Down  below  in  the  wardroom  pantry. 

Q.  In  the  wardroom  pantry! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Sitting  down  or  standing  upf 

A.  Sitting  down. 

Q.  Facing  which  way! 

A.  Facing  the  door  as  you  come  out  of  the  pantry. 

Q.  Facing  the  inboard  door! 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  The  pantry  is  on  the  starboard  side,  is  itt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  facing  inboard! 

A.  The  pantry  is  situated  like  this  [indicating].  As  you  come  in 
from  the  wardroom,  you  come  in  so  [indicating].  I  was  facing  the  door 
MyoQ  come  out. 

Q.  Facing  the  inboard  door! 

A.  The  inboard  door. 

Q.  Not  the  door  leading  into  the  wardroom  ! 

A.  No,  sir;  not  the  door  leading  into  the  wardroom. 

Q.  The  door  leading  into  the  passage  amidships! 

A.  The  door  leading  into  the  passage. 

Q.  How  fiEur  were  you  out  into  the  pantry;  how  fiur  away  from  the 
doort 

A.  Bight  by  the  ice  box. 

Q.  Tell  us  how  £Eur  that  is — ^about  halfway! 

A.  About  halfway. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  exactly  what  you  felt  and  heard  and  saw. 

A  I  just  felt  the  ship  heave,  and  it  seemed  to  lift,  like  that  [indica- 
Ung],    I  just  felt  the  ship  heave  and  lift. 

Q.  Lift  which  way ! 

A  She  lifted  up  and  kind  of  listed  to  port. 

Q.  What  made  her  do  that! 

A  It  was  a  jarring  explosion^'ust  one  solid  explosion,  and  the  ship 
heaved  and  lifted  like  that,  and  then  all  was  dark.  I  met  Mr.  Jenkins 
in  the  mess  room,  and  by  tiiat  time  the  water  was  up  to  my  waist,  and 
the  water  was  running  aft.  It  was  all  dark  in  there,  and  he  hollered  to 
me,  and  he  says,  ^^Which  way!"  I  don't  know  what  he  meant  by 
that  I  says,  ^'  I  don't  know  which  way."  He  hollered  again,  *^  Which 
way!**  I  says,  "I don't  know,  sir.  which  way."  And  he  hollered  the 
last  time;  he  says,  "  Which  way!"  I  says,  *<  I  don't  know,  sir."  Then 
I  was  groping  my  way,  and  the  water  was  up  to  my  breast.  Mr.  3^w- 
kins  started  forward,  and  then  the  whole  compartment  lit  right  up* 
rhat  whole  compartment  where  the  torpedoes  were  lit  right  Tip,  anifll 
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I  seen  Mr.  Jenkins  then  throw  up  both  hands  and  fall,  right  by 
steerage  pantry.  Then  I  groped  my  way  aft,  and  got  to  the  eapta 
ladder — the  ladder  coming  oat  of  the  wfutlroom— just  as  yon  come 
of  the  wardroom  to  go  np  in  the  cabin^  When  I  got  there  the  lad 
was  carried  away,  and  somehow  or  other  the  manrope  kept  £Bst  u] 
deck,  bat  the  ladder  got  adrift  from  it  down  below  in  the  water. 

By  that  time  the  water  was  right  np  even  with  my  chin.  The 
commenced  to  get  scared,  and  in  fooling  aroand  it  hapi>ened  tiiat  a  r 
tonched  my  arm,  and  I  commenced  to  climb  overhand  and  got  on  dc 
When  I  got  ontside  the  passageway  in  the  cabin  on  the  starboard  si 
I  climbed  np  on  some — ^I  don't  know  what  it  was  I  climbed  up 
Anyhow,  I  got  up  on  the  poop,  and  as  soon  as  I  got  up  on  the  iK>op  I 
Holman  gave  the  order  to  me.  He  says,  ^^Gto  down  below  and 
some  cntlasses.''  I  says,  *<  Aye,  aye,  sir.''  I  went  down  in  the  al 
gnnroom,  and  the  water  was  coming  in  at  snch  a  rash  I  had  to  oc 
np  again.  So  I  came  np  again  and  got  on  the  after  search-light  r 
and  I  dove  overboard.  When  I  dove  overboard  I  swam  a  little  wa 
and  John  Herbert,  an  ordinary  seaman,  was  right  np  behind  me. 
grabbed  hold  of  my  ankle.  I  says,  ^^Let  go,  please;  you  will  drc 
the  two  of  as."  He  wouldn't  let  go.  He  kept  climbing  on  me;  i 
hit  him.  By  that  time  he  relinqnished  his  hold,  and  he  was  picked 
afterwards.  So  I  swam  oat,  and  the  Spanish  boat  passed  me,  an 
went  under  the  water  again.  I  was  afraid  there  was  some  danger, 
I  went  under  water  again,  and  when  I  rose  again  the  barge  passed,  f 
I  got  inside. 

By  the  OOUET : 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time;  right  astern  of  the  ship! 

A.  Bight  astern  of  the  ship ;  yec^  sir.    That  is  my  experience  aboul 

By  the  Judge- advocate  : 

Q.  You  felt  only  one  shock! 

A.  I  felt  only  one  shock. 

Q.  Only  one  lift  of  the  ship! 

A.  Only  one  lift  of  the  ship. 

Q.  She  lifted  first  and  then  went  down  to  port! 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  noises  did  you  hearf 

A.  It  sounded  like  distant  thunder— just  a  rambling. 

By  the  Ooubt: 

Q.  Were  you  asleep  t 

A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  asleep.  I  had  just  as  good  sense  about  i 
and  was  as  wide  awake  as  1  am  now. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  you  were  not  asleep  t 

A.  I  know  I  was  not  asleep  because  I  was  standing  there  talking. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  you  were  sitting  downf 

A.  I  was  sitting  down.  I  was  talking  to  a  couple  of  the  boys 
there — Harris  and  Robert  White. 

Q.  What  became  of  themf 

A.  Harris— how  he  got  on  deck,  I  dont  remember. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  1 
witness  be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  direct 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  (o'clock,  when  he  wiU  be  i 
nished  with  so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asl 
to  witiidraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completioi 
wJuch  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opi 
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tanity  to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct. 
The  request  was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly; 
whereupon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  tiie  i)resident  not  to 
discuss  matters  i>ertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Seaman  Mabtin  Labssn,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness  before 
the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  •fUDGB- Adyogatb  : 

Q.  State  your  full  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are  attached. 
A.  Martin  Larsen,  captain  of  the  hold,  seaman;   attached  to  the 
U.  S.  8.  Maine. 
Q.  When  did  you  leave  the  Maine  t 
A.  The  21  St  of  January. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  been  captain  of  the  holdt 
A.  Fifteen  months,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  your  duties  at  night  in  securing  the  holdt 
A.  Closing  all  the  hatches,  and  seeing  that  everything  was  secure 
and  all  lights  out. 
Q.  Ton  always  saw  that  securely  done  before  reporting  at  8  o'clock  t 
A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  relieved  you  when  you  left  the  ship  T 
A.  Keilson* 
Q.  What  kind  of  a  man  is  Neilson  t 

A.  He  is  a  very  good  man. 

Q.  A  reliable  mant 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  explain  all  of  your  duties  to  him  t 

A.  Tes,  sir;  I  didn't  have  time  to.    I  was  sick  at  the  time,  and  they 
mmed  to  be  in  a  hurry  to  get  me  off  the  ship. 

Q.  He  is  a  very  good  mant 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Looking  after  everything  is  always  done  before  reporting  t 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  l^eilson  was  killed  t 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  were  not  on  board  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  t 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  what  places  you  closed  at  night  before  making  your 
3  p.  m.  report. 

A.  In  x)ort  we  closed  the  hatches  leading  down  from  the  berth  deck — 
leading  down  through  A33. 

Q«  And  at  seat 

A.  At  sea  every  hatch  was  closed. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  witness 

be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 

report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with 

80  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to  withdraw 

for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  will 

be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opportunity  to  amend 

his  testimony  as  recorded  or  prououu'"*  it  correct.    The  request  was 

granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  he 

withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matters 

potaining  to  the  iuquiry. 

The  court  then  (at  3.^  p.  m.)  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning, 
March  2, 1898,  at  11  o'clock. 

S.  Doc.  207 13 
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NINTH  DAT. 

United  Statbs  Ooubt-Housb, 
Key  Westy  Fla,y  10  a.  m.,  Wednesday^  March  2^  1898. 

The  coart  met  parsuant  to  adjoamment  of  yesterday,  the  first  instant 
Present:  All  the  members  of  the  coart,  the  jadge-advocate,  and  the 

stenographers. 
The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  the  eighth  day  of  the 

inqniry,  was  read  and  approved. 

Passed  Assistant  Engineer  Bowers  here  appeared  before  the  coort 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Mr.  Bowers,  have  you  read  over  the  record 
of  your  testimony  given  yesterday) 

Mr.  Bowers.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge-Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded! 

Mr.  BowBRS.  I  shonld  like  to  make  some  few  corrections. 

The  Judge-Advocate.  Please  name  them. 

Mr.  Bowers.  On  page  330,  in  the  second  line  from  the  bottom,! 
shnnld  like  to  leave  out  the  words  ^^the  other  tank,"  and  say  ^^the  star- 
board bunker." 

On  page  332,  the  fourth  line  from  the  top,  <<When  I  went  off  watch 
we  were  using  what  we  used,  ^o.  4  bunker,"  should  be,  ^*When  I  went 
oft*  watch  we  were  using  No.  4  bunker." 

The  Judge- Advocate.  You  wish  to  leave  out,  "what  we  used"! 

Mr.  BowF'^s.  Yes,  sir. 

The  J^'  .v^E- Advocate.  Is  your  testimony  as  amended  correotf 

Mr.  Bowers.  Yes,  sir. 

Assistant  Engineer  Morris  appeared  before  the  court: 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Have  you  read  over  the  testimony  given  by 
you  yesterday  as  record edt 

Mr.  Morris.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge  Advocate,  l^  it  correct  as  recorded t 

Mr.  Morris.  No,  sir;  I  have  one  change  to  make. 

The  Judge  Advocate.  State  what  it  is. 

Mr.  Morris.  On  page  336,  in  the  twelfth  line,  the  answer  should  be: 
<'I  looked  into  B4."  The  record  from  there  down  to  the  tenth  line 
from  the  bottom  of  the  page  should  be  struck  out. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  1  can  not  strike  out  the  record.  I  will  have 
to  repeat  the  questions  to  you  as  I  put  them,  and  you  can  answer  them 
any  way  you  like.    1  will  repeat  them: 

"By  the  Judge- Advocate: 

<^Q.  If  there  had  been  any  combustion  going  on  in  A16,  would  yoa 
have  noticed  it  when  you  went  into  B6"t 

"A.  1  did  not  go  inti»  BG.'^ 

Q.  You  want  to  strike  out  "I  did  not  go  into  BG") 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

'^Q.  1  am  speaking  of  A16,  not  A15,  the  port  bunker.  Which 
bunker  did  you  go  into  at  7.45 f' 

A.  Thc^e  is  a  c^isunderstanding  there.    I  was  in  B3,  B5,  and  A15. 

Q.  Which  port  bunker  did  you  go  into  at  7.45 1 

A.  I  looked  into  B4. 

Q.  Your  previous  answer  read:  "I  looked  insiue;  yes,  sir,  into 6i 
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There  was  nothing  annsaal  there.  I  simply  had  the  door  closed  down, 
fiB  it  was  night  inspection.    I  did  not  enter  Be."    Is  that  correctt 

A.  That  is  correct. 

The  Judge- Abyogate.  Then  yonr  testimony  as  amended  is  correctt 

Mr.  MoESis.  Yes,  sir. 

The  judge-advocate  asked  and  received  permission  to  ask  some  addi- 
tional questions  of  Lieutenant  Bowers. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  Tou  were  on  watch  during  the  day  of  February  15 f 
A*  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  boilers  were  in  uset 
A.  Boilers  O  and  H. 
Q.  Those  were  the  two  after  boilers  f 
A.  The  two  after  boilers. 
Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  these  boilersf 

A.  I  looked  at  the  fires  and  noted  the  water  in  the  glass.    There  was 
three-quarters  of  a  column  of  water.    The  boilers  were  in  every  way  in 
a  normal  condition. 
Q.  At  what  time  did  you  make  this  inspection  lastf 
A.  7-45. 

Q.  Was  there  a  careful  watch  on  over  these  boilersf 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Good  ment 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  all  at  their  stations  t 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  all  went  to  their  stations  at  8  o'clock,  the  relief  watch  f 

A.  Hidf  the  relief  was  down  there  at  the  time.  The  water  tender  was 
down  there  and  one  of  the  firemen. 

Q.  At  what  timet 

A.  At  7.45,  or  when  I  came  out.  At  about  hye  minutes  to  8  I  left 
the  compartment. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  first  watch  that  night.  You  have  every 
leason  to  believe  the  watch  was  carefdlly  set  at  8  o'clock,  and  that  they 
did  their  duty  t 

A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  good  men  in  that  watch  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  water  tender  was  the  most  reliable  water  tender  in 
the  ship. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  liis  testimony 
▼as  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  and  by  him  pronounced 
correct. 

The  witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Kaval  Cadet  Gbbmshaw  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  You  have  read  over  your  testimony  of  yes- 
terday as  recorded  t 

Mr.  Grbnshaw.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge- Adyooatb.  Is  it  correctt 

Mr.  Cbenshaw.  No,  sir;  there  is  one  mistake. 

The  Judge- Adyooatb.  Please  state  what  correction  you  wish  to 
make. 
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Mr.  GsBNSHAW.  At  the  end  of  line  23,  page  341,  strike  oat  the  period, 
BO  that  it  will  read :  ^^  It  seemed  to  me  that  through  the  door  that  leads 
into  the  compartment  just  forward  of  that  there  was  a  rashing  noise 
of  some  kind." 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  your  testimony  as  amended  correct f 

Mr.  Orenshaw.  It  is. 

The  witness  then  retired  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Private  McKay,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  here  entered  the  court 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Private  McKay,  you  have  had  read  to  yoa 
the  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday) 
Private  McKay.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  f 
Private  McKay,  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  retired  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Apprentice  Ham  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Apprentice  Ham,  you  have  had  read  to  yoa 
the  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday  f 
Apprentice  Ham.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  t 
Apprentice  Ham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  retired  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Apprentice  Dsessles  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Apprentice  Dressier,  you  have  had  read  to 
you  the  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday! 
Apprentice  Dbessleb.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  f 
Apprentice  Dbessleb.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Sergeant  Mehan  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Sergeant  Mehan,  you  have  had  read  to  yoa 
the  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday) 
Sergeant  Mehan.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  t 
Sergeant  Mehan.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Corporal  Thompson  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Corporal  Thompson,  you  have  had  read  to 
you  the  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday  t 
Corporal  Thompson.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  t 
Corporal  Thompson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 
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ber-at* Arms  Load  here  entered  the  ooart 

Judge- Adyooate.  Master-at-Arms  Load,  yon  have  had  read  to 

e  testimony  which  yon  gave  yesterday  f 

ter-at-Arms  Load.  Yes,  sir. 

Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded) 

ter-at-Arms  Load.  Yes,  sir, 

witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
rerae  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

nan  Petes  Lassen  here  entered  the  court. 

Judge- Advocate.  Seaman  Peter  Larsen,  you  have  had  read  to 

e  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday. 

nan  Petes  Lassen.  Yes,  sir. 

Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  T 

nan  Petes  Lassen.  Yes,  sir. 

witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
verse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

nan  Moliniese  here  entered  the  court. 

Judge- Advocate.    Seaman  Moliniere,  you  have  had  read  to 

le  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday. 

nan  Moliniese.  Yes,  sir. 

Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  t 

nan  Moliniese.  Yes,  sir. 

witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
verse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

•tswain's  Mate  Besgman  here  entered  the  court. 

Judge- Advocate.  Boatswain's  Mate  Bergman,  you  have  had 

0  you  the  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday? 
ktswain's  Mate  Besgman.  xes,  sir. 

1  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded? 
ktswain's  Mate  Besgman.  Yes,  sir. 

\  witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  tlie  president  not 
iverse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

idsman  Fox  here  entered  the  court. 

I  Judge- Advocate.  Landsman  Fox,  you  have  had  read  to  you 

stimony  which  you  gave  yesterday? 

idsman  Fox.  Yes,  sir. 

I  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded? 

idsman  Fox.  Yes,  sir. 

I  witness  then  retired,  after  being  cannoned  by  the  president  not 
iverse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

dsman  Lanahan  here  entered  the  court. 

I  Judge  Advocate.  Landsman  Lanahan,  you  have  had  read  to 

le  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday? 

idsman  Lanahan.  Yes,  sir. 

I  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded? 

idsman  Lanahan.  Yes,  sir. 

)  witness  tften  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
iY&rae  abont  matters pertainiDg  to  the  inqairy. 
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Goal  Passer  Melville  here  entered  the  ooart. 

The  Judge- Adyocate.  Coal  Passer  Melville,  you  have  had  n 
you  the  testimony  which  yoa  gave  yesterday) 
Goal  Passer  Melville.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded) 
Goal  Passer  Melville.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  presidei 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Goxswain  Wilbeb  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge-Advocate.  Goxswain  Wilber,  you  have  had  read  1 
the  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday! 
Goxswain  Wilbeb.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Judge- Ad vocATE.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  f 
Goxswain  Wilbeb.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  presidei 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Seaman  Rau  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Seaman  Rau,  you  have  had  read  to  yo 
testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday) 
Seaman  Rau.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  f 
Seaman  Rau.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  presidei 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Fireman  Gabtbell  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Fireman  Oartrell,  you  have  had  read  t 
the  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday) 
Fireman  Gabtbell.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  ) 
Fireman  Gabtbell.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  preaiden 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Seaman  Mattson  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Seaman  Mattson,  you  have  had  read  U 
the  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday) 
Seaman  Mattson.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Judge-Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  ) 
Seaman  Mattson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  presides 
to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Mess  Attendant  Tubpin  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  Mess  Attendant  Turpin,  you  have  had 
to  you  the  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday) 
Mess  Attendant  Tubpin.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Judge- Advocate.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded) 
Mess  Attendant  Tubpin.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witnesB  then  retired,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  presiden 
to  oonverae  about  matters  pertaining  to  t\iemcv\>n^* 
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Seaman  Harby  S.  MoGann,  IT.  S.  Navy,  appeared  as  a  witness 
before  the  court,  and  was  dnly  sworn  by  the  president 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Adyooats  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name,  your  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are 
attached. 
A.  Uarry  S.  McCann;  seaman;  serving  on  board  the  (J.  S.  S.  Maine. 
Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destruction  in 
Havana t 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  ship  were  you  in  at  the  moment  it  oommence<1  f 
A.  I  was  in  the  after  part  of  the  ship,  on  the  quarter  deck,  right 
abaft  the  middle  superstructure. 
Q.  What  part  of  the  superHtructure  were  you  nearest  tot 
A.  I  was  nearest  to  the  ladder  leading  up  to  the  superstructure. 
Q.  The  one  that  has  the  rail  underneath  t 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  within  5  feet  of  the  ladder. 
Q.  Which  way  were  you  facingt 

A.  Outboard.     My  head  was  facing  the  suxierstrnoture.    My  feet 
was  aft— lying  down. 
Q«  You  were  lying  downt 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Were  you  asleep f 

A  I  was  neither  awake  nor  asleep.    I  was  in  a  sort  of  doze. 
Q.  Tell  the  court  exactly  what  yon  felt,  saw,  and  heard. 
A.  I  felt  ajar  and  I  saw  a  flash  of  light — a  red  fire  and  an  explosion. 
That  is  sdl,  sir. 
Q.  What  kind  of  ajar  was  it  you  feltf 

A.  I  don't  know — ^like  a  lifting. 

Q.  Did  the  ship  tremble t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  soon  did  the  explosion  come  in  regard  to  the  jar  t 

A.  I  should  say  about  an  interval  of  a  second  or  so. 

Q.  Did  that  jar  the  ship — did  the  explosion  jar  the  ship  mucht 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  you  t 

A.  I  remained  where  I  was.  I  wasn't  thrown.  I  just  stayed  right 
there. 

Q.  Were  you  knocked  senseless  t 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  made  you  stay  there! 

A.  I  waited  there  until  the  debris  and  stuff  stopped  dropping,  and  I 
came  from  underneath  the  awning  and  went  to  tlie  starboard  rail,  right 
there  at  the  starboard  gangway;  then  1  jumped  overboard  and  got 
under  the  gig. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Was  the  first  shock  that  you  felt  accompanied  by  any  sound;  was 
there  any  report) 

A.  No;  not  the  jar.  There  was  no  report  to  the  jar,  sir.  I  got  in  a 
iitting  position;  then  came  the  flash  and  the  report. 

Q.  Then  there  was  but  one  report,  was  there  t 

A.  That  is  all  I  remember  hearing;  there  might  have  been  more. 

Q.  That  is  what  we  want  to  know. 

A.  I  couldL't  swear  there  was  any  more,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  what  we  want.    You  heard  only  one  report,  bat  yovi  Mt 
file  jar  bdTore  the  report  came  f 

A  Yeis^  sir^ 
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There  being  no  farther  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  pronounced 
correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Landsman  Kane,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  appeared  a«  a  witness  before  the  court, 
and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name,  rate,  and  to  what  ship  you  are 
attached. 

A.  Joseph  H.  Kane;  landsman;  U.  S.  S.  Maine. 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  her  destruction  in 
Havana  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  the  court  exactly  where  you  were  at  the  beginning  of  the 
trouble. 

A.  1  was  in  the  after  part  of  the  superstructure,  on  the  starboard 
side. 

Q.  Which  superstructure;  the  middle  superstructure! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  right  over  the  armory  t 

A.  Eight  forward  of  the  armory;  as  far  aft  as  I  could  be  on  that  side^ 

Q.  Inside  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  You  were  inside  the  superstructure  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  looking  out  to  port,  where  the  ice  chest  is.  I  was  look- 
ing out  to  port  on  the  starboard  side,  and  I  seen  a  flash,  followed  by  an 
explo8ion.  I  didn't  see  the  fire  itself,  but  I  seen  the  reflection,  as  from 
a  fire,  a  light.  I  was  thrown  below  decks  somewhere;  I  don't  know 
where.  I  guess  it  must  have  been  below  decks.  When  I  emerged  I 
wa8  on  the  port  side,  under  the  port  crane.  I  came  out  on  the  main 
deck.    It  must  have  been  below  decks,  and  I  came  through  a  manholei 

By  the  CouKT : 

Q.  You  stood  looking  out  of  this  air  port  [indicating]  ? 

A.  I  was  standing  abaft  the  6iuch  gun  support,  and  I  saw  a  flash  of 
light  in  the  starboard  gangway. 

Q.  Were  you  under  water  during  that  timet 

A.  When  I  first  went  down  I  was  pinned  down.  It  must  have  been 
wood,  and  the  water  came  and  lifted  the  weight  ofi;'  my  body,  and  I  was 
able  to  get  up.    By  that  time  the  water  was  up  to  my  waist. 

Q.  It  is  impossible  to  explain  how  you  got  there t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  didn't  walk  a  step.    LosmI  was  with  me  all  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  crawl  upt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  crawled  up  through  this  manhole  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  bunker  plate,  whatever  it  wast 

A.  1 1  was  a  natural  hole.  There  was  nothing  broken  in  there,  because 
the  iron  rim  on  there  was  perfectly  smooth.  I  think  it  was  a  otiaX  chute, 
or  something  of  that  sort. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  What  was  the  first  thing  you  felt;  the  very  first  thing f 

A.  The  hrat  thing  I  felt  was  the  shock,  and  1  was  thrown  very  quick. 
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Did  you  hear  a  noise  with  itt 

Yes;  I  heard  a  noise. 

What  kind  of  a  noise  t 

Like  the  rex)ort  of  a  gun,  very  close. 

What  did  you  hear  nextt 

Nothing  but  a  roar  right  along  until  I  got  out 

You  mean,  when  yon  first  heard  the  noise  begin,  the  roar  came 

diately;  or  was  there  an  interval! 

It  soouded  like  the  gnn  was  fired,  and  you  heard  the  roar  for  a 

while  afterwards;  for  two  or  three  seconds. 

Interval  t 

No;  following. 

The  roar  lasted  two  or  three  seconds? 

Yes,  sir. 

Then  you  found  yourself  below  decks  t 

Yes,  sir. 

And  you  crawled  out  on  the  port  side  of  the  mam  deckt 

Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Coubt. 

What  is  the  height  between  the  main  and  berth  decks;  could  you 
up! 

It  is  about  10  feet. 

How  do  you  suppose  yon  got  hold  of  that  opening  to  get  upt 
As  I  say,  there  was  water  there,  and  debris,  ditty-boxes,  and  all 
stuff,  piled  up.  Then  there  was  some  kind  of  a  tank  there— some 
of  an  iron  or  copper,  or  some  kind  of  a  metal  tank  there — that 
).  I  could  see  that.  That  helped  me  up.  I  got  up  on  it,  and  I 
k  long  stick,  probably  three  or  fonr  feet  long.  I  stood  it  npright, 
>ut  it  straight  on  the  plate,  and  I  hauled  myself  up.  I  got  my 
rs  on  it,  and  crawled  up  through  it.  The  water  raised  a  good  deal, 
is  up  to  my  waist.  There  was  debris  of  every  kiud  and  wreckage 
around  there. 

What  happened  to  you  after  thatf 

After  that  I  crawled  from  the  main  deck  up  on  to  the  hammock 
Dgs  and  into  the  whaleboat.    The  painter  of  the  boat  was  thrown 
id  made  fast.    All  the  men  that  was  there  with  me  got  in  the  boat. 
When  were  you  hurtf 
Where  was  I  hurt? 
When  or  wheref 

The  wreckage  was  falling  on  me,  and  I  hurt  myself  trying  to  lift 
mreckage  off.    Whatever  was  on  me,  it  must  have  been  wood, 
ise  when  the  water  came  it  lifted  off  itself. 
You  broke  your  arm  then,  did  yout 
My  shoulder.    I  dislocated  it.    My  breast  is  hurt,  too. 
ere  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  and  by  him  pronounced 
ct 

e  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
0  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

mmander  James  M.  Forsyth,  XT.  S.  Navy,  appeared  before  the 
f  as  a  witness,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Please  state  your  full  name,  rank,  and  to  what  ship  duty  you  aro 
esent  assigned. 
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A.  James  M.  Forsyth;  commaDder,  U,  S.  Navy;  commandant  of  the 
Key  West  Naval  Station. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  orders  recently  in  regard  to  examining  the 
coal  pile  at  Key  West,  which  is  the  property  of  the  Government  t 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Please  state  what  orders  yon  received. 

A.  On  the  17th  of  Febraary  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Equipment  to  '< examine  anthracite  coal  pile  thoroughly 
for  infernals.    Signed,  Bradford." 

Q.  What  steps  did  you  take  to  carry  out  this  order  f 

A.  I  appointed  three  of  the  employees  as  inspectors,  and  hired  a 
gang  of  shovelers  to  turn  the  coal  over  with  shovels — ^to  shift  it  with 
shovels. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  put  in  charge  of  the  whole  workt 

A.  Charles  Goodwin,  machinist. 

Q.  A  reliable  mant 

A.  I  consider  him  a  very  reliable  man. 

Q.  Has  the  work  been  completed f 

A.  The  work  was  completed  in  about  three  days. 

Q.  How  much  coal  was  in  the  pile,  about  f 

A.  About  one  thousand  tons. 

Q.  When  did  the  Maine  coal  here  recently — since  her  coming  down 
from  the  north  f 

A.  Twice. 

Q.  What  coal  did  she  receive,  and  how  much  each  time;  the  kind  of 
ooal,  I  mean  T 

A.  She  received  anthracite  coal,  280  tons  at  the  first  coaling,  and  I 
think  270  tons  at  the  second.    I  have  a  memorandum  of  that. 

Q.  Refer  to  that  paper. 

A.  This  is  taken  from  the  log  of  the  station;  280  tons  at  the  firstf 
and  271  tons  at  the  last  coaling. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  dates  of  the  coalings  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  first  was  December  2<J  to  22, 1897,  and  the  second 
January  18  and  19, 1898. 

Q.  Did  she  receive  the  coal  from  the  pile  which  you  have  examinedt 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  coal  that  was  in  that  pile  at  that  timef 

A.  The  coal  that  she  received  was  mostly  Morea  coal  from  the  Morea 
coal  mine;  anthracite  Morea  coal. 

Q.  That  has  all  been  given  to  ships  t 

A.  It  has  all  been  given  to  ships.  There  may  be  a  few  tons  of  it  left 
outside,  on  the  eastern  end,  but  I  am  not  sure,  because  the  two  coab 
were  mixed ;  but  her  main  body  of  coal  that  she  received  was  Horeft 
coal.  I  would  ftirther  say  that  she  may  have  repeived  some  redash  coal 
that  was  sent  down  later  from  the  Natalie.  There  may  have  been  some 
carloads  of  the  Natalie  coal;  but  the  main  body  of  her  coal  was  Morea. 

Q.  How  did  the  coal  arrive  here  that  she  received! 

A.  In  schooners. 

Q.  Alongside  the  wharft 

A.  Alongside  the  wharf. 

Q.  It  was  taken  up  in  the  regular  method  to  the  storehouse  t 

A.  Taken  up  in  the  regular  method  to  the  storehouse,  and  handled  iB 
the  regular  way. 

Q.  How  long  had  that  coal  been  here  which  the  Maine  received! 

A.  It  was  received  in  January,  1887. 
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|.  What  report  did  Mr.  Gtoodwin  make  to  yoa  after  his  inspection  t 
L  He  reported  that  there  had  been  nothing  annsual  discovered, 
kn  also  say  that  I  visited  the  work  at  intervals  myself,  and  also  had 
irmaster  Jewett  visit  the  work  at  intervals  while  it  was  going  on,  to 
that  it  was  carried  on  so  that  the  inspector  could  see  every  shovel* 
of  coal  that  was  moved ;  and  they  said  that  all  of  it  was  examined 
ip  by  lamp. 

^  The  coal  was  taken  to  the  Maine  in  the  usual  method  pursued  in 
coaling  of  ships? 

L.  !No,  sir;  rather  unusual.  It  was  coaled  by  lighter.  Ships  gen- 
Ily  come  alongside  the  wharf  and  coal,  but  the  Maine's  draft  was 
essive.  The  draft  was  too  great.  The  captain  did  not  wish  to 
Dg  her  alongside  the  wharf;  so  it  was  put  on  lighters.  So  the  coal 
s  really  handled  twice  more  than  it  would  have  been  if  it  had  been 
led  in  the  usual  way. 

?here  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
9  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  pronounced 
rect. 

rhe  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
i  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

ifachinist  Chaslss  Goodwin  appeared  as  a  witness  before  the 
irt,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advoo ate: 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name,  your  business,  at  present,  and  your 

sidence. 

A.  Charles  Goodwin;  foreman  of  the  Government  machine  shop  in 

By  West 

Q.  You  reside  in  Key  Westt 

A.  I  reside  in  Key  West.    I  reside  in  the  shop. 

Q.  Did  you,  about  the  middle  of  February,  receive  an  order  from  the 

mmandant  of  this  station  to  make  an  inspection  of  the  coal  pile  for 

fernalst 

A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  you  received  the  order  t 

A.  I  received  it  on  last  Saturday,  a  week  ago. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  out  the  order  t 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  In  what  way  f 

A.  I  had  all  the  pile  of  coal  turned  directly  over,  so  that  I  could  see 

rough  every  particle.    I  had  two  assistants  with  me,  but  I  was  there 

I  the  time  myself.    Not  a  particle  of  coal  was  left  unturned  over — of  the 

ithracite  coal,  not  the  bituminous  coal.    There  was  bituminous  coal 

ere,  too.    Of  the  anthracite  coal  there  was  not  a  particle  that  was 

it  turned  thoroughly  over,  so  that  I  could  see  through  the  whole 

it 

Q.  Was  anything  found  wrong  by  anybody  during  this  workf 

A.  ^Nothing  at  all. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

Q.  What  did  you  expect  to  find  t 

A.  I  thought  I  might  find  some  unforeseen  bombs  or  something  like 
lat  That  is  what  I  expected.  I  found  one  piece  of  coal  with  a  hole 
rilled  through  it,  but  that  was  nothing  more  than  where  they  diWled 
»  blast  it.    I  was  careful^  of  coarse^  to  see,    1  could  tell  pretty  ueax 
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the  difference  between  the  coal  and  any  snbstance  of  iron  or  anything 
that  way. 

Q.  Yon  conld  have  Been  a  bomb  or  a  piece  of  pipe  or  anything  of 
that  sortf 

A.  Anything  that  way.  I  fonnd  one  old  tin  can  with  some  white 
lead  in  it.    That  might  have  dropped  from  the  ship. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  pronounced 
correct. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  converse  about  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  I  would  like  to  inform  the  court  that  I  have 
no  more  testimony  to  offer  from  any  of  the  survivors  of  the  Maine  at 
Key  West.  All  who  can  give  any  testimony  in  the  matter,  as  far  as  I 
can  learn,  have  been  before  the  court.  There  is  only  left  the  testimony 
of  the  survivors  in  a  body,  which  the  court  desires  to  take. 

At  the  request  of  the  judge-advocate,  the  court  was  then  cleared  for 
deliberation.    The  stenographer  withdrew. 

The  doors  were  then  opened  and  the  stenographer  entered. 

The  court  then  fat  1.15  p.  m.)  took  a  recess  until  2  p.  m.,  at  which 
time  it  was  decidecl  that  the  court  would  proceed  to  the  military  stv 
tiou,  Key  West,  at  which  place  the  wounded  were  being  cared  for  and 
the  other  men  were  quartered. 

The  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 

Present:  All  the  members,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the  stenog- 
rapher. 

Ihe  court  then  proceeded  in  a  body  to  the  army  barracks  at  Key 
West.  On  reaching  there,  all  the  survivors  of  the  Maincj  officers  and 
men,  who  were  able  to  attend,  were  assembled  in  the  presence  of  the 
whole  court.  The  pre8i<lent  of  the  court  administered  the  oath  to  them 
which  is  usually  administered  to  witnesses,  whereupon  the  judge-advo- 
cate asked  the  following  questions: 

The  Judge  Advocate.  Is  there  present  any  officer  or  man  who  has 
any  complaint  to  make  or  any  fault  to  find  with  any  officer  or  man 
belonging  to  the  Maine  on  the  night  of  the  destruction  of  that  ship,  at 
Havana,  February  15,  of  this  yeart  If  so,  let  such  officer  or  such  roan 
step  to  the  front. 

No  one  stepping  to  the  front,  each  one  of  you  declarer  under  oath 
that  you  have  no  fault  to  find  and  no  complaint  to  make  of  any  officer 
or  man  belonging  to  the  Maine  on  that  night. 

Is  there  any  officer  or  man  here  present  who  has  any  complaint  to 
make  against  or  fault  to  find  with  any  officer  or  man  belonging  to  the 
Maine  as  to  the  care  and  guarding  of  that  ship  in  the  harbor  of  Havana 
previous  to  her  destruction  on  February  15, 1898f  If  any  such  officer 
or  man  has  any  such  complaint  to  make  or  fault  to  find,  let  him  step  to 
the  front. 

No  one  stepping  to  the  front,  each  one  of  you  declares  under  oath 
that  you  have  no  complaint  to  make  against  or  fiftult  to  find  witii  any 
officer  or  man  as  to  the  care-  and  guarding  of  the  ship  previous  to  her 
destruction. 

The  court  then  (at  2J^  p.  m.)  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  at  ^ 
o'clock  —  m.,  at  its  usual  place  of  meeting,  the  United  States  court-house, 
Key  West 
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U.  S.  L.  H.  Tender  Mangrove, 
JRarbor  of  Havana^  10  a.  m.,  Saturday^  March  6*,  1896. 

Fhe  ooort  met  parKoant  to  the  last  adjonmment  on  Wednesday,  the 

instant,  at  Key  WesL  Fla. 

Present:  All  the  memoers  of  the  ooort,  the  jadf^e-advocate,  and  the 

snograpber.    Captain  Sigsbee  and  Lient,  Commander  Wainwright 

ire  also  present,  at  their  own  request. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 

proved. 

Ensign  Powelson  here  appeared  before  the  conrt  and  was  warned 
the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was  still  under  the  oath  he  had 
eviously  taken. 

Examined  by  the  JitikxE- Advocate: 

Q.  Ensign  Powelson,  have  you  any  further  evidence  to  offer  to  this 

nrt — evidence  that  you  may  have  discovered  since  the  court  left 

avanat 

A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  Is  the  nature  of  the  evidence  such  as  is  derived  fh>m  your  own 

eervation  or  from  the  reports  made  to  you  from  time  to  time  by  the 

verst 

A.  It  is  from  reports  made  to  me  by  the  divers. 

Q.  Did  you  take  notes  at  the  time  such  reports  were  made  to  you  by 

te  divers  t 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  will  please  give  your  evidence  as  far  as  possible,  giving  each 

iver  separately  j  also,  in  giving  your  evidence  give  it  iu  such  a  manner 

lat  the  convening  authority  and  the  authorities  in  Washington  will 

d  able  to  understand  it  without  having  before  them  the  sketches  upon 

hich  you  may  point  out  different  objects  in  the  course  of  your  testi- 

lony.    Please  proceed. 

A.  I  will  first  take  up  the  reports  of  Chief  Gunner's  Mate  Olsen,  one 

r  the  divers.    I  will  first  submit  to  the  court  a  rough  sketch  showing 

16  forward  body  of  the  ship,  forward  of  about  frame  28. 

The  Judgb-Advocate.  I  request  that  this  sketch  be  appended  to 

16  record  as  one  of  the  exhibits. 

The  request  was  granted,  and  the  sketch  was  appended  to  the  rec- 

d.  marked  '*H.» 

The  Witness.  This  is  the  report  Diver  Olsen  made  to  me  at  11.40 

m.  March  1, 1898 : 

He  went  down  the  after  wing  of  the  after  V,  marked  ^^A"  in  sketch 

ibmitted,  and  he  counted  9  frames,  counting  the  highest  frame  Ko.  1. 

[lis  highest  firame  is  frame  17.    Frames  21  and  22  had  floor  plates 

ill  attached*    The  other  frames  had  only  the  angle  irons  next  the 

in  left.    The  floor  plates  on  21  and  22  were  bent  forward  from  their 

iginal  position.    He  found  the  flrst  longitudinal  at  about  frame  24.   He 

w  it  for  about  two  frame  spaces.    This  first  longitudinal  was  not 

own  in  the  sketch,  because  it  is  under  the  inside  plating. 

By  the  CouBTt 

Q.  Will  you  please  put  in  explanations  t 

A.  He  saw  it  for  about  two  frame  spaces.  The  outer  skin  was  broken 
th  the  rivet  holes  at  the  edge  between  the  first  and  second  longitudi- 
Is,  at  frame  24.    This  break  was  at  the  butt  of  the  plate.    Following 
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the  second  longitudinal  down,  he  came  to  the  end  where  it  is  broken  off 
and  very  ragged.  He  followed  the  plate  A  in  the  sketch  until  it  tarns 
underneath  the  keel  about  10  iuches.  There  it  ends  with  ragged  edges 
touching  the  flat  part  of  the  keel.  He  then  came  up  and  went  forward 
of  this  plate  A  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and  went  on  to  the  plate  marked 
B  in  the  sketch.  He  went  down  the  plate  B  and  found  it  extended  10 
frame  spaces.  There,  at  the  end  of  10  frame  spaces,  he  found  the  plat- 
ing ended  with  ragged  edges  about  2  feet  from  the  green  outside  bot- 
tom plating.  Plate  B  is  forward  in  the  sketch,  and  plate  A  aft.  He 
followed  the  longitudinal  down.  The  green  plating  is  underneath  the 
plate  B.  He  went  down,  and  it  slopes  in  the  same  general  direction, 
inclined  about  45  degrees. 

He  could  step  at  the  bottom  of  plating  B  down  onto  the  green  outside 
plating.  He  followed  the  green  plating  down  about  10  feet  and  got 
into  the  mud.  The  green  plating  is  attached  to  the  flat  keel.  The  keel 
seems  to  go  forward  under  the  mud.  He  could  feel  the  keel  sloping 
upward  aft  and  to  starboard  where  he  was  standing  in  the  mud.  On 
the  flat  part  of  the  keel  he  felt  for  the  outside  keel  plating,  but  he  eoold 
not  And  where  it  lapped,  although  he  felt  in  from  the  keel  about  10 
feet.  He  found  a  plate  with  rivets  along  the  edge  about  10  inches 
from  the  angle  of  the  flat  part  of  the  keel.  He  found  no  raised  and 
sunken  plating.  It  was  smooth  for  about  12  feet  up  at  right  angles  to 
the  flat  part  of  the  keel.  He  then  found  something  which  he  sketdied 
for  me,  and  by  the  way  he  described  it  it  was  like  a  small  bilge  keeL 
This  projection  that  he  found  was  about  12  feet  from  the  mud.  He 
then  went  out  clear  of  the  ship  into  the  mud  and  found  some  boxes  of 
canned  goods  and  some  loose  cans  seemingly  unhurt.  Some  of  tbe 
cans  were  square,  like  beef  cans;  others  were  cylindrlcaL  He  took  a 
2- foot  rule  with  him  and  measured  the  dimensions  of  the  outside  keel 
plate,  and  he  found  that  the  flat  part  of  the  outside  keel  plate  wsb 
between  14  and  15  inches  wide,  and  also  found  it  extended  up  the  sides 
from  the  flat  part  on  each  side  a  distance  of  18  inches. 

I  would  like  to  say  that  from  the  studying  of  the  drawings,  after 
01sen*s  report,  and  his  distances,  1  find  that  he  found  the  keel  go  into 
the  mud  at  about  frame  7,  and  above  that  he  found  the  ram  plate 
which  stick  out  from  the  side  of  the  ship  on  each  side  at  the  bows. 

Olsen  went  down  the  next  time  in  the  forenoon  of  March  3.  This 
time  I  gave  him  orders  to  see  if  he  could  find  the  top  x^urt  of  the 
keel — that  is,  the  highest  point  of  the  keel — as  he  had  reported  to  me  it 
had  extended  upward  and  starboard  quite  a  steep  slope.  He  west 
down  on  the  top  part  of  the  plate  marked  ^'A"  in  the  sketch,  and  fol- 
lowed frame  17  until  he  found  the  break  in  the  keel.  I  had  ordered 
him  to  take  a  2-foot  rule  with  him  in  order  to  get  the  exact  dimensions 
of  the  plates  at  the  point  where  he  might  find  a  break  in  the  keel.  He 
took  the  following  measurements  at  the  break:  First  he  measured  the 
inner  keel  plate,  and  found  that  the  total  width  of  the  plate  was  35 
inches.  He  then  measured  the  outer  keel  plate  and  found  the  totti 
width  to  be  about  45  inches.  It  is  so  dark  where  the  divers  work  that 
they  can  not  see  the  numbers  on  the  2-foot  rule,  and  they  have  to  guess 
at  the  distance  of  anything  under  a  foot  by  the  proportion,  so  that 
these  measurements  may  be  in  error  an  inch  or  two. 

He  found  at  the  first  trame  forward  of  the  break  in  the  keel  a  light- 
ening hole  in  the  floor  plate*    He  took  the  measurement  of  this  hol^ 
and  found  that  the  major  axis  was  20  inches  and  the  minor  axis  u 
inches.    He  then  found  a  manhole  in  the  inner  skin  just  forward  of  the   vt 
break  in  the  vertical  keel  on  the  port  side.    He  took  measurements  of 
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this  manhole,  and  foand  the  miqor  axis  22  inches  and  the  minor  axis  15 
inches.  He  then  measured  the  spacings  of  the  rivets  on  the  an^le 
ironn  of  the  Ycrtical  keel,  and  fonnd  them  to  be  3  inches.  He  found 
between  the  outer  and  inner  skins  at  the  poiut  where  the  break  occurs 
in  the  vertical  keel  a  fonr-way  pipe.  This  was  on  the  port  side  of  the 
vertical  keel.  One  branch  was  horizontal,  and  extended  starboard  to 
the  vertical  keel  and  ended  tbere  with  a  blank  flange.  Another  branch 
of  the  pipe  extended  atbwartships  to  port  Another  extended  verti- 
cally up  through  the  inner  bottom,  and  the  fonrth  extended  vertically 
downward. 

The  horizontal  brajiches  were  found  to  measure  4  inches  in  diame- 
ter. The  lower  vertical  branch  measured  3  inches  in  diameter.  The 
vertical  keel  was  broken  at  about  the  point  where  the  pipe  with 
the  blank  flange  pierced  it.  He  measurod  the  height  of  the  ver- 
tical keel  and  found  it  to  be  36  inches.  In  this  compartment  he 
fonnd  a  water  alarm  and  sent  it  up  on  a  line*  This  was  just  forward 
of  the  break  in  the  vertical  keel  on  the  port  side,  about  9  inches  at  its 
lowest  point  from  the  outer  skin.  The  angle  irons  along  the  vertical 
keel  he  measured  and  found  to  be  3-inch  flange,  and  the  angle  between 
the  broken  parts  of  the  vertical  keel  he  found  to  be  considerably  more 
than  a  right  angle.  He  found  a  manhole  14  or  15  inches  below  the  break 
in  the  vertical  keel  on  the  port  side,  in  the  inner  skin.  He  also  found 
one  in  a  similar  place  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  vertical  keel.  About 
8  or  10  feet  farther  down  the  keel,  which  at  this  point  runs  down  in  a 
vertical  line,  he  found  on .  the  starboard  side  a  manhole.  Kear  this 
manhole  he  found  a  blank  flange  and  three  pipe  holes  in  the  inner 
skin.  About  10  or  12  feet  farther  down  than  this  last  manhole  he 
found  two  more  manholes,  symmetrically  placed  on  each  side  of  the 
vertical  keel,  in  the  inner  skin. 

These  two  manholes  were  in  the  part  of  the  keel  which  in  the  sketch 
is  represented  as  turning  and  going  nearly  horizontal  at  the  x)oint 
marked  G.  He  found  that  abaft  this  point  (3  the  inner  bottom  was  of 
aeormgated  form,  having  large  corrugations  bent  in  it.  The  bottom 
plating  on  each  side  of  the  keel  along  in  the  vicinity  of  the  point  0 
slopes  downward  from  the  keeL  Near  the  starboard  manhole  of  the 
last  pair  of  manholes  he  described  there  was  a  pipe  running  down 
through  the  inner  bottom  just  to  port  of  it.  He  could  not  see  whether 
this  pipe  belonged  there  or  was  driven  there.  The  edges  of  the  plate, 
I  would  say,  were  all  ragged.  He  felt  down  through  the  starboard 
manhole  and  found  a  piece  of  pipe  with  an  elbow  in  it.  This  elbow  and 
the  piece  of  pipe  he  referred  to  as  coming  down  through  the-double 
bottom,  looked  as  if  they  had  originally  been  the  same  piece.  On  top 
of  the  inner  skin,  a  little  abaft  these  last  two  manholes  to  which  he 
referred,  he  found  two  3-inch  pipes  running  across  the  ship.  He  could 
not  say  whether  they  were  originally  there  oi  not.  Between  these  two 
manholes  and  the  keel  and  forward  of  them  was  a  blank  flange.  These 
two  manholes  were  in  the  level  part  of  the  keel  about  10  feet  abaft 
where  the  vertical  part  comes  down  to  the  horizontal  part.  These  two 
manholes  in  the  inner  skin  were  6  or  7  feet  apart.  Abaft  these  man- 
holes there  U  a  great  deal  of  wreckage,  and  he  could  not  tell  anything 
about  what  it  was. 

The  CouBT.  This  is  Olson's  report  all  the  time,  is  it! 

A.  Olsen ;  yes,  sir. 

At  about  frame  22,  on  the  starboard  side,  he  found,  8  or  10  feet  from 
the  keel,  30  or  40  6-pounder  shells  detached  from  the  cases,  a  lot  of 
brass  cases,  6-pounder,  seemingly  exploded.    He  found  many  more 
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projectiles  than  cases.  He  found  at  the  same  place  one  64nch  shelL 
which  he  sent  ap.  I  examined  this  shell  and  found  that  it  was  stili 
in  its  slings,  with  its  wooden  nose  cap  still  attached,  the  wood  of  which 
was  uninjured  and  unbumed.  The  slings  were  unburned  and  uninjured, 
except  one  part  which  had  been  cut.  Just  forward  of  that  place  he 
found  a  lot  of  knapsacks,  rubber  blankets,  haversacks,  and  canteens, 
some  of  which  he  sent  up.  They  were  unburned  and  uninjured.  He 
also  found  a  lot  of  blacksmith's  tools  where  he  found  the  6-inch  shell 
The  place  for  the  10  inch  magazine  he  found  covered  with  wreckage, 
which  seemed  to  have  been  from  port  to  starboard. 

On  the  forenoon  of  March  4  Olsen  went  down  again.  He  went  down 
until  he  found  the  break  in  the  vertical  keel;  then  he  slid  down  tbe 
vertical  part  of  the  keel  until  he  came  to  about  frame  24,  as  I  deter- 
mined from  all  the  measurements  and  data  that  he  and  Smith  had  in 
the  meantime  t«aken  in  reference  to  the  keel.  Then  he  walked  out  to 
starboard.  He  found  a  good  many  6-inch  shell,  and  some  i>owder  tanks, 
one  of  which  he  sent  up. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q,  Whatsizet 

A.  Six-inch  i)owder  tank.  I  examined  this  tank,  and  found  it  was 
battered  up  and  opened  up  along  the  seam  for  only  about  a  foot  It 
had  evidently  not  exploded.  Excelsior  in  good  condition  was  found 
in  it.  The  bag  was  also  sent  up  with  it.  Olsen  then  found  the  outboard 
bulkhead  of  the  10-inch  magazine  bent  outward  and  about  horizontal. 
In  this  bulkhead  was  a  square  box,  ^vith  ohe  hole  in  it  for  a  deadlight 
The  box  was  built  in  the  bulkhead  from  the  coal  bunker  side.  This  box 
was  apparently  uninjured,  except  the  glass  light  in  it  was  gone.  The  rim 
holding  the  circular  glass  disk  was  not  injured.  He  took  the  cover  off 
the  box  and  sent  up  the  frail,  light  box,  which  holds  the  incandescent 
magazine  light.  When  this  box  reached  the  top  of  the  water  I  examined 
it  and  found  that  it  was  in  very  good  shape.  The  joinings  at  the  comer 
of  the  box  had  been  shaken  loose,  but  the  box  itself  was  very  slightly 
bent,  and  still  had  two  wires  about  three  feet  in  length  attached  to  it 
The  small  water-tight  cover  to  the  light  box  was  also  sent  up.  It  was 
very  slightly  bent,  and  its  rubber  gasket  was  not  burnt  and  was  intact 

On  this  starboard  lOinch  magazine  bulkhead,  to  which  the  light  box 
was  attached  and  whiclbis  now  bent  down  to  starboard  and  nearly  hor- 
izontal, he  found  a  manhole  plate  near  the  light  box.  This  plate  he  sent 
up.  I  examined  it  and  found  that  it  was  bent  up  a  little  on  one  end. 
The  rim  which  holds  the  hinges,  and  which  is  riveted  to  the  inner  skin, 
was  broken  in  two.  Half  of  it  was  still  attached  to  the  manhole  plate 
by  one  hinge.  This  rim  was  bent  up  on  one  side  and  the  rubber  gasket 
in  the  manhole  plate  was  entirely  gone.  I  found  the  paint  burned  on 
the  under  side. 

Olsen  felt  under  the  light  box  on  the  bulkhead,  to  which  he  referred, 
the  rungs  of  an  iron  ladder,  riveted  to  the  bulkhead.  He  followed 
these  rungs  down  until  he  reached  the  floor  of  the  magazine.  There 
he  found  a  crack  in  the  inner  bottom  about  3  feet  wide.  I  ques- 
tioned him  particularly  about  the  edges,  and  he  told  me  they  were 
ragged  and  bent  neither  in  nor  out.  He  crawled  into  this  douUe-  ^ 
bottom  compartment  and  found  a  lOinch  gas  check  and  two  lO-ineh 
gas-check  pads,  one  in  perfect  condition,  the  other  jammed.  Neither 
of  them  was  burned.  He  also  found  a  cutlass  scabbard  in  tiiis  double- 
bottom  compartment  While  in  the  compartment  he  saw  the  floor 
plates  of  a  frame,  and  said  the  floor  plates  ha(f  lightening  holes  ia 
them.    The  plate  was  buckled  a  little.    He  then  went  farther  aft  to 
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tzamine  the  condition  of  the  aft  i>art  of  the  magasine.  He  fonnd  that 
hat  was  covered  with  wreckage,  going  high  up  into  the  air,  so  that  he 
oald  not  climb  over  it.  He  found  6-inch  shdls  on  top  of  the  10-inoh 
auks;  also  paymastei's  stores  on  top  of  tbe  tanks.  He  broke  off  a 
dece  of  magazine  grating  and  tongued-and-grooved  woodwork  of  the 
O-inch  magazine,  which  I  secured  as  it  came  to  the  surfi^ce.  This 
rood  was  unbumed. 

This  finishes  Olsen's  testimony  up  to  this  morning.  He  is  now 
Living. 

By  the  Judge- Advooate  : 

Q.  Does  any  other  diver  testify  by  the  sketch  you  have  submitted) 

A.  Yes;  Smith's  work  and  Olson's  work  are  corroborative. 

The  following  is  the  evidence  as  derived  from  information  given  to 
ne  by  Diver  Smith: 

On  the  morning  of  February  28 1  sent  Smith  down  on  plate  marked 
L  in  the  sketch. 

By  the  Coxjet  : 

Q.  On  top  or  inside  t 

A.  On  top  the  plate  marked  A  in  the  sketch.  He  followed  the 
leoond  longitudinal  down  until  be  got  to  frame  19.  Then  he  worked 
limself  down  toward  the  direction  of  the  keel,  and  there  he  found 
ihe  first  longitudinal  which  is  not  shown  on  the  sketch,  because 
t  is  covered  by  inside  plating.  He  found  the  top  part  of  this  first 
ongitudinal  at  frame  19.  He  found  the  bottom  plating  broken,  and 
^ges  pushed  in  from  the  green  paint.  This  was  on  the  outside  of  the 
ihip.  These  edges  were  pushed  in  about  18  inches  from  the  original 
miilBuse  of  the  bottom  plate.  He  then  felt  along  the  edge  of  the  break 
ftbout  2  feet,  but  could  not  find  the  plating  lower  down,  which  had 
nriginally  been  attached  to  this  edge.  On  account  of  the  inner  and 
fmter  plating  being  jammed  together  he  could  not  reach  further  up  than 
frame  18,  nor  could  he  reach  lower  down  than  frame  20  for  the  same 
reason.  He  then  went  down  inside  of  the  V  formed  by  the  bottom 
plating  at  frame  17  at  a  point  marked  D  in  the  sketch. 

The  bottom  plating  at  frame  17  diverges  for  about  15  feet;  lower 
down  it  converges  and  comes  nearly  together  about  20  feet  down,  at 
that  point  being  only  a  few  inches  api^  The  after  wing  of  the  V 
marked  ^^A,"  ends  at  the  point  nearest  the  bottom  plating,  near  the  keeL 
[n  the  afternoon  of  February  28, 1  sent  Smith  down  to  look  for  a  circu- 
lar hole  which  Olsen  had  said  he  found  in  the  upper  edge  of  the  plate 
narked  ^^  A"  on  the  sketch.  I  wished  to  locate  this  hole  exactly  in 
nder  to  determine  exactly  whether  the  highest  frame  in  the  sketch 
ras  frame  17  or  not.  He  counted  the  firame  spaces  along  the  upper 
sdge  of  the  plate  marked  ^^A,"  and  found  that  the  semicircular  hole  with 
^e  rivet  holes  around  it  to  which  sea  valve  had  evidently  been 
ittaehed,  was  between  the  sixth  and  seventh  frames,  counting  frame 
L8  as  No.  1.  I  referred  to  the  drawing  afterwards  ana  found  that  this 
shocked  up  exactly,  caUiug  the  highest  frame  in  the  sketch  No.  17,  as 
las  been  done.  He  found  between  frames  19  and  20,  and  near  the  sec- 
>nd  longitudinal,  a  dozen  6-i>ounder  shells  with  the  cartridge  gone. 
Be  was  unable  to  get  any  more  data  connected  with  the  break  in  the 
mtside  plating  between  the  first  and  second  longitudinals  at  frame  19, 
o  which  he  referred  in  his  morning  report.  The  testimony  in  regard 
x>  the  sitnations  of  various  holes,  and  details  of  construction  have 
checked  up  exactly  on  the  supposition  that  the  highest  frame  sketched 
B  frame  17,  and  with  previous  testimony  given  before  this  court 
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On  the  morn  Id  g  of  March  2, 1  sent  Smith  down  to  corroborate  the 
evidence  which  Olsen  had  given  in  regard  to  the  break  in  the  vertical 
keel  at  frame  18.  Smith  took  with  him  a  2foot  rnler.  Be  foond  the 
thickness  of  the  vertical  keel  not  qnite  an  inch.  He  foand  the  four- way 
pipe  which  Olsen  testified  as  having  foand,  and  he  found  that  the  small- 
est inside  diameter  of  the  horizontal  branch  of  the  pipe  was  3  inches. 
He  found  that  5  inches  was  the  largest  inside  diameter  of  the  vertical 
branch  of  the  pipe — Olsen  testified  to  having  found  it  4  inches.  He 
measured  the  distance  from  the  vertical  keel  to  a  flange  to  which  the 
X)ort  horizontal  branch  of  the  pipe  is  riveted.  This  he  found  to  be  21 
inches.  He  found  that  the  diameter  of  the  blank  flange  at  the  end  of 
the  pipe  which  pierced  the  vertical  keel  from  port  to  starboard  was  5 
inches.  He  found  the  distance  from  the  break  in  the  vertical  keel  to 
the  next  frame  forward  to  be  36  inches.  He  found  the  distance  between 
the  outer  edges  of  the  horizontal  flanges  of  the  two  angle  irons  on  each 
side  at  the  >K»ttom  of  the  vertical  keel  plating  to  be  7  inches. 

He  measured  the  width  of  the  inner  keel  plate  and  found  it  to  be  37 
inches.  He  found  the  outer  keel  plate  lapped  4  inches  beyond  the 
inner  keel  plate.  He  found  the  large  pipe  in  the  doable  bottoms  along- 
side the  vertical  keel  at  the  point  where  the  break  occurs  and  meas 
ured  it,  and  found  it  to  be  12  inches  in  diameter.  This  pipe  had  a 
flange  on  the  end.  He  measured  the  length  of  the  pipe,  and  found  it 
was  5  feet  between  this  flange  and  where  it  went  through  the  next 
p]ate.  At  this  point  he  found  two  manholes  in  the  inner  bottom,  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  keel,  just  forward  of  the  piece  of  pipe  to  which  he 
referred. 

Smith  went  down  again  the  afternoon  of  March  2,  and  went  down  to 
the  break  in  the  vertical  keel,  and  followed  the  vertical  point  down  to 
the  point  where  it  bends  up  again  to  the  horizontal.  He  found  the 
after  part  of  the  keel  almost  horizontal— part  marked  ^^C."  When  he 
was  at  this  x)oint  the  diving  machine  registered  a  depth  of  35  feet 

Q.  That  is  the  horizontal  part  of  the  keelf 

A.  Tes,  sir.  The  machine  is  not  accurate  within  5  feet,  I  find.  At 
this  place,  near  the  point  G  in  the  sketch,  he  found  a  10-inch  shell,  a 
bunch  of  knapsacks,  and  a  magazine  swab.  He  reported  that  the  swab 
was  not  burned  and  was  uninjured. 

Smith  took  certain  measurements  of  the  keel  at  the  point  where  it 
bends  to  go  horizontally.  He  finds  that  there  is  a  bend  in  the  keel,  ex* 
tending  forward  for  about  3  feet  from  the  lowest  part  of  the  keel,  whioh 
is  now  vertical ;  it  then  turns  down  and  around  through  about  300 
degrees  and  runs  aft.  He  got  in  the  double  bottoms  at  a  point  a  little 
way  abaft  where  the  vertical  keel  comes  down  vertically,  and  he  found 
that  the  vertical  keel  itself  was  buckled  out  to  starboard.  He  drew 
me  a  sketch  of  it,  showing  it  was  buckled  to  starboard  at  about  tii» 
X)oint  marked  0. 

On  February  28,  in  the  afternoon,  Smith  went  down  to  examine  the 
forward  part  of  the  keel  as  far  forward  to  the  bow  as  he  could  get.  He 
went  down  at  the  point  D  and  walked  down  on  the  green  plating  untfl^ 
he  got  near  the  keel.  He  then  put  his  back  against  the  green  side 
the  plate  marked  A  on  the  sketch  and  his  feet  against  the  green  side 
the  bottom  plating  under  the  point  marked  D.  He  worked  himself 
along  aft.  He  worked  along  about  8  feet  and  found  the  bottom  to  tak^^ 
a  form  of  which  he  made  me  a  sketch.  This  sketch  is  a  cross  section  of 
the  keel  of  the  ship  at  about  frame  12,  from  the  measurements  he  tookr' 
He  found  the  flat  part  of  the  keel  to  be  14  inches  wide,  and  found  tl 
the  outer  keel  plate  lapped  up  along  the  bottom  plating  on  each  sideir^ 
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of  1  foot  8  inches.  He  took  these  measarements  with  a  2-foot 
w  He  then  worked  himself  forward  until  he  came  to  the  edge  of 
»  A  and  then  went  down  to  the  keel  on  the  bottom  plating  nntil 
^t  into  the  mnd.  At  the  point  where  the  flat  keel  goes  into  the 
[  he  foand  a  hole  in  the  mud.  He  made  out  that  the  bottom  of  ibis 
)  was  about  6  inches  deep.  He  then  made  me  a  sketch  indicating 
form  of  the  hole. 

By  Captain  SiGBBES: 

.  Six  inches,  you  say! 

«  No^  sir;  he  found  the  hole  to  be  about  6  feet  deep  and  about  15 
in  diameter.  In  the  bottom  of  the  hole  he  found  sticking  in  the 
1  a  sort  of  metal  tank,  which  was  hauled  up  by  a  line  bent  onto  it. 
9  tank  was  a  very  thin  metal,  and  riveted  together  by  spacing  of 
tts^  which  was  not  water-tight,  and  evidently  came  from  part  of  the 
tilat^ng  system  of  the  ship.  This  finishes  my  evidence  from  infor- 
;ion  derived  from  Smith,  the  diver. 
he  court  then  (at  12.15  p.  m.)  took  a  recess  until  1.30. 

'he  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess, 
^resent :  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  the  stenog- 
her,  Captain  Sigsbee,  and  Lieutenant<Gommander  Wainwright. 
biaign  PowELSON,  who  was  on  the  stand  before  the  recess,  resumed 
stand  and  proceeded  with  his  testimony  as  follows: 
)n  the  forenoon  of  March  1  Bundquis^  gunner's  mate,  went  down 
the  port  side  of  the  ship  abaft  the  port  crane,  and  he  made  a  report 
me  as  follows:  He  said  he  went  down  a  ladder  placed  about  5  feet 
lit  the  port  crane  against  the  port  superstructure  and  leading  down 
the  main  deck.  Then  he  went  over  the  side  at  a  point  about  12  feet 
ift  the  break  in  the  main  deck.  He  found  still  attached  to  the  side, 
iemeath  the  waterways  of  the  main  deck,  a  strip  of  plating  3  or  4 
t  wide.  This  plating  he  said  was  bent  inboard.  He  lowered  him- 
f  over  the  side  until  his  feet  struck  something  about  the  position  of 
» berth  deck.  He  did  not  notice  any  armor  at  that  point.  He  said 
i  deck  sloped  down  to  starboard  and  afb  in  such  a  manner  that  a  ball 
uld  roU  toward  the  starboard  quarter  or  a  little  more  aft.  He  found 
Lole  in  this  deck,  which  he  supposed  to  be  the  berth  deck, 
rhe  hole  was  about  6  or  7  feet  from  where  his  feet  first  touched  on 
)  berth  deck.  The  wood  was  all  broken  at  the  edge  of  the  hole.  He 
»t  lowered  himself  down  over  the  edge.  He  reached  out  with  his  arm, 
t  didn't  find  the  other  edge  of  the  deck  opposite  the  break.  He  went 
wn  10  or  12  feet,  perhaps  a  little  more,  and  then  his  feet  struck  in 
3  coaL  He  reported  that  there  were  tons  of  coal  down  there.  He 
»n  moved  to  port  and  found  a  fore-and-aft  bulkhead.  This  bulkhead 
d  rivet  holes  in  it  from  which  the  rivets  had  been  pulled.  He  put 
I  fingei-s  in  the  rivet  holes,  and  hauled  himself  up  about  6  or  7  feet 
til  he  reached  the  top  of  the  bulkhead.  I  asked  him  how  he  judged 
I  distance,  and  he  said  he  put  his  hands  up  three  times,  and  the  fourth 
le  he  got  hold  of  the  upper  edge  of  the  bulkhead.  The  upper  edge  was 
l^ged,  and  the  break  was  clean,  meaning  that  the  edge  was  approxi- 
iteHj  horizontal. 

3e  climbed  over  this  bulkhead,  and  went  outboard.  Across  the  top 
this  bulkhead  he  found  a  plank.  This  plank  was  about  a  foot  wide 
d  the  end  edge  was  beveled  off  about  45  degrees.  He  went  down  on 
s  other  side  of  the  bulkhead — outboard  side — and  found  lots  of  small 
apartments  about  3  or  4  feet  apart.  The  upper  part  of  the  compart- 
oit  he  was  in  was  large  and  the  bottom  of  it  was  divided  into  small 
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compartments.     The  outboard  side  of  these  compartments 
carved  like  the  ship's  side  in  the  sketch,  which  he  drew  for  me. 
sketch  showed  the  portion  of  the  ship's  side  and  fore  and  aft  v 
bnlkhead.    There  was  a  floor  plate  with  lightening  hole  in  it 
went  up  the  lower  angle  between  the  ship's  side  and  the  bulkhea 

The  plates  with  the  round  lightening  holes  in  them  were  loose, 
of  them,  from  the  carved  side  of  the  compartment,  and  were  Ix 
toward  the  vertical  bulkhead.  He  then  walked  with  the  vertical 
head  on  his  right  side,  and  walked  forward  over  four  or  five  of 
small  compartments.  He  then  struck  his  helmet  against  some 
and  climbed  back  over  the  vertical  bulkhead  to  which  he  had  ref< 
and  got  into  some  lO-inch  powder  tanks,  one  of  which  he  sent  a[ 
line.  I  examined  this  tank  and  found  that  one  end  of  it  was  sti 
cular  in  form.  This  was  the  end  to  which  the  cover  was  atta 
The  other  end  looked  as  if  it  had  been  struck  on  the  side  and  fiat 
together  at  right  angles  to  its  length.  It  was  very  much  batten 
found  in  a  tear  in  this  tank  a  piece  of  the  tape  sewed  on  the  p< 
bags  to  support  them.  Bundquist  told  me  that  when  he  bent  a  1 
the  tank,  it  had  a  bag  in  it.  This  bag  probably  fell  out  on  th^  wi 
He  then  went  farther  forward  and  got  tangled  up  among  a  lot  of 
trie  wires.  This  was  5  or  6  feet  forward  of  where  he  found  the  I 
powder  tank.  I  asked  him  what  the  water  looked  like  at  this 
for  I  thought  he  had  walked  outside  the  ship  forward  into  thi 
which  is  apparently  all  blown  away.  He  told  me  that  where  li 
the  water  looked  pretty  clear,  meaning  there  was  more  light  then 
there  had  been  inside  the  ship.  He  then  came  up,  back  throng 
hole  in  the  berth  deck. 

Bundquist  went  down  again  on  the  afternoon  of  March  1.  ] 
him  orders  to  examine  the  side  plating  under  the  waterways  < 
port  side,  abaft  the  x)ort  crane,  and  also  to  examine  the  armoi 
and  any  details  of  interest  he  might  find  at  the  point  where  th 
appears  to  be  broken  about  frame  41.  He  went  down  as  before  < 
port  side  and  examined  the  strip  of  side  plating  attached  to  the ' 
ways,  and  found  that  the  break  in  the  side  plating  extended  as  i 
as  the  after  boat  cradle,  abaft  the  port  crane.  He  then  lowered  h 
down  over  the  side  antil  he  felt  the  armor.  He  had  his  body  outi 
the  ship,  and  his  arms  over  the  armor  plate.  He  said  the  plate  1 
normal.  He  followed  the  armor  plate  along  until  he  came  to  tli 
of  it.  I  asked  him  about  how  far,  and  he  said  it  was  the  lengtl 
plate  and  a  half.  I  asked  him  how  he  could  distinguish  the  ends 
plates,  and  he  said  that  at  the  place  where  the  plates  abutted  tog 
the  outer  surfaces  were  not  flush,  that  the  outer  aft  comer  of  t1 
ward  plate  was  about  4  inches  farther  outboard  than  the  upper  fo: 
edge  of  the  after  plate.  He  then  followed  this  seam  down  to  tb 
tom  of  the  armor  plate  and  found  the  plates  were  flush  at  the  b( 
He  then  went  up  the  seam  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  armor  and  ^ 
his  way  forward  until  he  came  to  the  end  of  the  armor  plating. 

This  armor  ended  a  little  forward  of  the  port  crane.  He  then 
down  to  the  lower  edge  of  the  armor  plate  and  found  the  edge  a1 
foot  in  the  mud.  He  said  the  forward  plate  looked  to  be  about 
original  position.  He  went  out  about  12  feet  from  the  ship's  8id< 
ing  to  find  any  of  the  plates.  He  found  some  old  pieces  of  tit 
appeared  to  belong  to  air  conductors,  and  a  piece  of  wire  which  h 
up.  This  wire  was  lead  covered  and  had  a  junction  box  attached 
found  some  small  pieces  of  coal  and  some  small  pieces  of  plating 
the  size  of  his  hand.    He  found  no  large  plates.    He  then  went 
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to  the  ship's  side  and  examined  the  backing  of  the  armor.  That  looked 
to  be  pushed  from  out  in,  because  at  the  place  where  the  plate  was 
gone  the  wood  backing,  about  G  or  7  inches  thick,  was  splintered,  and 
iU  the  gplinterg  pointed  inboard.  He  examined  the  top  of  the  wood 
t)acking  level  with  the  armor  plate.  He  drew  me  a  sketch  of  its 
eondition. 

The  backing^  was  split  in  a  fore  and  afb  yertical  plane,  and  the  inboard 

put  of  the  backing  was  torn  off.    The  outboard  part  of  the  backing 

was  still  attached  to  the  plate.    The  splinters  were  on  the  forward  edge 

of  the  baekiog  and  pointed  inboard,  as  he  indicated  in  a  sketch.   These 

q>Iinters  were  about  6  or  7  inches  long,  and  pointed  inboard,  as  he 

drew  them,  at  an  angle  of  about  45  degrees.    He  went  over  sAl  the  work 

two  or  three  times  to  make  sure,  and  is  positive  there  is  no  plating 

attached  to  the  main  deck  forward  of  the  break  in  the  ship's  side,  to 

which  be  referred,  at  a  point  aft  of  the  crane  equal  to  the  length  of  a 

pkte  and  a  half  of  armor,  with  the  exception  of  the  strip  from  3  to  4 

ftet  wide,  ranniDg  along  under  and  parallel  to  the  waterways. 

He  sent  up  a  splinter  from  the  backing,  on  which  he  had  measured 
the  thickness  of  the  armor  plate,  by  cutting  nicks  in  it  with  a  diver's 
knife.  I  measured  these  distances  with  a  ruler,  and  found  them  to  be 
12  and  8  inches. 

BytheCouBT: 

Q.  Twelve  at  the  top  and  eight  at  the  bottom,  I  suppose) 
A.  Yes,  sir.  He  then  came  up,  and  to  make  perfectly  sure  of  what 
M  had  reported,  I  sent  him  down  again  to  examine  the  strip  of  plating 
nnder  the  waterways  more  closely.  He  said  he  found  that  way  aft,  a 
wort  distance  forward  of  the  turret^  side  plating  was  bent  out.  At 
this  point  he  slipped  from  the  ship's  side  and  fell  out  into  the  mud.  He 
worked  himself  back  to  the  ship,  feeling  around  in  the  mud,  but  did 
Bot  find  any  plates.  The  strip  of  plating  at  the  waterway  he  found 
agged  on  the  edge.    He  then  came  up. 

Bandquist  went  down  again  the  forenoon  of  March  2.     This  time 

wwent  down  on  the  port  side,  forward  of  the  port  crane,  where  the 

"'^k  in  the  ship  occurs.    He  reported  that  he  got  in  among  a  lot  of 

J'^tage  which  he  could  not  distinguish.    He  found  some  empty  pow- 

to  tanks,  6-inch  and  10-inch.    Some  of  them  were  in  pretty  good  con- 

«iuon.  He  found  rags  in  three;  the  others  he  reported  were  opened 

ttp  at  the  seams.    He  found  one  10-inch  tank  with  only  the  cover  gone. 

**«  aaid  there  were  lots  more  rags  lying  about,  but  it  was  so  dark  he 

^^d  not  be  positive  whether  they  were  powder  bags.    He  walked 

^^Dd  and  got  into  a  place  where  there  was  lots  of  canvas  rolled  up. 

^0  found  a  plate  standing  in  the  mud  on  a  slant,  the  upper  edge  point- 

JJ^K  inboard.    One  side  of  it  was  white  cork  paint,  the  other  was  slip- 

P^'y  and  looked  green.    The  cork  side  was  to  port. 

^Qtheaftemoonof  March3 1  sent  Bundquistdown  on  the  starboard 

^^  to  make  an  examination  there,  similar  to  the  one  he  had  made  on 

*^  port  side.    He  went  down  first  under  the  supports  of  the  conning 

J|er  as  they  now  are.    He  went  directly  down  into  the  mud,  and  then 

g«ked  iu  toward  the  ship's  side.    The  mud  was  about  2  feet  deep. 

f^ionnd  the  ship's  side  at  that  point  intact,  and  followed  it  forward 

^  he  reached  the  end  of  his  guide  line.    He  made  the  guide  line 

2^*0  a  piece  of  coal,  put  it  in  the  mud,  and  followed  the  side  along 

r^t  10  feet  more,  until  he  came  to  the  break  in  the  ship.    I  was 

^le  to  determine  his  exact  iK>sition  by  the  bubbles  on  account  of  the 

^kage  of  the  superstructure  and  other  plates,  which  deflected  the 

bbbies  and  made  them  come  up  at  widely  different  places  in  a  very 
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short  space  of  time.    The  edges  in  the  break  were  all  ragged  and  loc 
as  if  they  had  been  broken  between  two  frames. 

The  edges  were  bent  neither  in  nor  oat,  but  presented  a  ra^ 
appearance.  He  then  took  hold  of  the  break,  which  was  vertical, 
palled  himself  up  6  or  7  feeu  There  the  break  turned  and  went  su 
a  horizontal  line  about  2  feet.  The  forward  corner  of  the  plate — ^u] 
part — at  the  break  was  bent  down  and  aft.  This  horizontal  top  < 
was  not  ragged,  but  had  rivet  holes  in  it.  This  was  level  with 
bottom  of  the  armor.  He  then  found  the  armor  and  crawled  vertic 
up  along  the  forward  edge.  He  found  the  wood  backing  projected 
ther  forward  than  the  armor  plate,  and  in  it  he  found  two  bolts, 
ends  of  the  bolts  were  smooth  and  appeared  not  to  have  been  brc 
off,  and  had  screw  threads.  There  was  a  washer  on  the  bolt  that 
like  rubber.  He  felt  forward  of  the  armor  for  about  a  foot  and  a  1 
and  found  the  wood  backing,  but  could  not  feel  the  end  of  it.  He  t 
climbed  up  until  he  got  to  the  top  of  the  armor  and  worked  hin 
aft,  hanging  on  it  with  his  arms  over  it  and  his  body  outside  the  e 

He  went  aft  for  about  12  feet.  Then  his  hand  slipped,  and  he 
down  in  the  mud.  He  worked  himself  forward  again  to  the  breal 
the  ship's  side,  and  worked  himself  up  and  over  the  same  comei 
before.  He  found  that  the  bottom  of  the  armor  was  about  12  feet  al 
the  mud  at  the  place  where  the  break  occurred.  He  worked  hin 
back  along  the  top  of  the  armor  as  before,  and  at  about  the  same  p 
slipped  again.  He  put  his  hands  over  the  armor  going  back  and  fc 
a  foot  of  armor  and  6  or  7  inches  of  wood,  if  not  more.  He  did 
have  a  measure  with  him.  There  was  something  beyond  the  wood, 
he  did  not  have  time  to  examine  it.  When  he  slipped  from  the  sid 
went  out  about  12  feet  in  the  mud.  He  found  pieces  of  plating,  wl 
he  took  for  side  plating.  One  side  was  slippery  and  the  other  roi 
It  was  so  dark  he  could  not  distinguish  colors.  The  slippery  side 
down  and  about  horizontal.  The  plating  was  a  little  curved,  and 
concave  side  was  up.  He  then  looked  for  the  end  of  his  guide  line,  i 
when  he  found  it,  went  up.    He  found  a  great  deal  of  coal  in  the  n 

I  sent  Kundquist  down  again  in  the  afternoon  of  March  4  to  go  < 
the  same  ground.  He  went  down  near  the  conningtower  support 
before,  and  got  into  the  mud  and  walked  into  the  ship's  side.  He 
lowed  it  forward  until  he  came  to  the  break.  I  was  able  to  distiogi 
the  bubbles  more  clearly  at  this  time,  and  concluded  that  the  brea 
the  ship's  side  was  at  the  same  frame  as  the  frame  on  the  port  8i< 
about  frame  41.  He  climbed  up  the  vertical  break  until  he  cam 
the  comer,  which  is  bent  over  as  he  described  before.  He  foUowi 
a  couple  of  feet  until  he  struck  the  forward  edge  of  the  armor  pi 
He  climbed  up  the  forward  edge  of  the  armor  plate  and  examined 
backing  as  he  went  up.  The  backing  extended  fully  5  feet  far 
forward  than  the  armor  plate.  The  splinters  on  the  forward  ed{ 
the  backing  pointed  outboard.  Then  he  went  up  on  top  of  the  ai 
and  crawled  along  about  4  or  5  feet  until  his  helmet  struck 
against  something  which  looked  like  athwartship  bulkhead,  paii 
white.  It  extended  above  the  armor,  and  the  upper  part  was  I 
forward.    It  had  an  angle  iron  on  the  outboard  edge,  after  side. 

There  was  a  fore  and  aft  vertical  plate  riveted  to  this  angle  iron  at  r 
angles  to  the  bulkhead  he  had  just  mentioned.  He  said  he  wasi 
this  did  not  belong  to  the  outside  plating.  He  went  farther  aft  for  1 
two  lengths  of  an  armor  plate.  I  asked  him  how  he  could  tell  the  em 
the  plate,  and  he  told  me  that  the  ends  of  the  plate  were  not  flush  al 
top;  the  forward  plate  was  about  4  or  5  inches  farther  out  from  the 
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tbe  after  one,  bat  they  were  flush  at  the  bottom.  He  could  not 
irther  aft  than  two  plates'  length,  becaase  there  was  a  lot  of  wreck- 
from above  hanging  over  him,  which  seemed  to  be  a  part  of  the  for- 
i  wreckage  of  the  saperstructnre.  He  said  as  he  worked  aft  the 
or  projected  about  6  inches  farther  out  than  tbe  side  platin<i:  above 
He  was  not  able  to  determine  exactly  the  distance  to  which  the  side 
iog  above  the  armor  was  blown  out,  on  account  of  all  the  wreckage 
r  tbe  main  deck  on  the  starboard  side. 

be  armor  stuck  out  this  way  about  6  inches  all  the  way  aft  to  where 
fonnd  tbe  wreckage  which  he  has  just  spoken  of.  Ue  then  went 
rard  again  until  he  got  nearly  to  the  break  in  the  ship's  side  at  the 
or  belt,  and  then  he  went  over  inside  the  armor  and  found  what  he 
^  to  be  a  deck  with  two  plates  riveted  together.  He  is  sure  the 
1  thickness  of  both  plates  together  was  not  more  than  an  inch. 
seplates  were  painted  reddish  brown.  The  plate  was  a  little  curved 
exteoded  inboard  horizontally  about  2  feet,  and  was  then  bioken 
^ith  ragged  edges  bent  down.  This  ])late  was  flush  with  the  top 
le  backing.  He  then  went  forward  to  the  end  of  the  armor  plating, 
"etbe  break  occurs,  and  made  his  guide  line  fast  to  one  of  the  bolts 
^  tbroagh  the  wood  backing.  Then  he  lowered  himself  down  inside 
^ood  backing.  He  found  a  number  of  pieces  of  board,  i)lanking| 
XMil,  and  plates.  The  boards  were  about  2^  inches  in  thickness. 
>a]d  not  distinguish  the  color. 

ide  he  found  a  vertical  fore  and  aft  bulkhead,  about  4  feet 
tbe  wood  backing.  He  found  athwartship  bulkheads  about  4 
[>artand  states  that  he  could  And  no  holes  in  them,  and  thinks  he 
I  a  pocket  of  some  kind.  He  found  some  pieces  of  inch  piping  in 
>mpartment.  lie  hauled  himself  up  again  on  the  line,  and  then 
)ver  the  side  at  the  break  of  the  armor  belt,  and  went  down  in 
id  and  found  the  side  plating  underneath  where  the  armor  ))lates 
re  missing  had  been,  and  found  where  it  had  been  torn  down  in 
IcaI  line  and  bent  out  nearly  horizontally,  and  the  extreme  out- 
end  bent  vertically  down  in  the  mud.  He  scraped  away  the 
8  far  as  he  could,  but  could  not  find  the  end  of  the  plating.  He 
a  small  pipe  attached  to  these  plates,  made  of  composition,  three- 
s  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  He  sent  this  pipe  up.  He  felt  in  the 
nd  found  a  great  many  pieces  of  broken  crockery,  and  found  six 
plates  all  together.  These  were  about  15  feet  from  the  ship's 
lie  also  found  a  10-inch  powder  tank  with  rags  of  powder  bag 
He  sent  the  tank  up.  I  examined  the  tank  and  found  that  it 
reserved  its  cylindrical  shape,  but  the  head  and  bottom  were 
g.  Otherwise  the  tank  was  practically  uninjured.  He  sent  up 
g.  He  found  this  tank  about  15  feet  ^m  the  ship's  side.  This 
bs  ragged  in  appearance,  but  on  being  opened  up  presented  a 
)  foot  or  more  of  intact  surface, 
^ere  there  any  signs  of  fire! 

[  could  not  tell  whether  it  had  been  burned  or  not.  The  sup- 
g  tapes  were  ragged  and  were  blackened.  Everything  down  on 
ttom  looked  as  if  the  insides  of  the  ship  had  been  blown  right 
'  starboard.  He  found  coal  wherever  he  went.  He  went  out 
20  feet,  but  believes  the  coal  goes  out  much  farther.  I  then 
him  how  this  condition  compared  with  what  he  found  on  the  port 
>posite  the  break,  and  he  told  me  at  that  point  there  was  no  coal — 
g  but  mud.  That  concludes  my  testimony  with  reference  to  the 
of  Rnntlqnist. 
he  afternoon  of  March  2  I  sent  Schlnter  down  on  the  port  side 
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forward  of  the  break.  I  told  him  to  see  if  he  could  find  any  of  the  armor 
of  the  ship.  He  went  down  about  30  feet  forward  of  the  port  crane 
and  landed  on  what  he  thought  was  a  deck  light.  He  said  there  were 
planks  about  it  running  in  athwartship  direction.  This  was  about  15 
feet  from  where  the  ship's  side  would  have  been.  He  felt  all  around 
among  the  wreckage,  but  did  not  recognize  anything  until  he  found  the 
armor  plate,  to  which  he  attached  a  line.  He  measured  the  plate  with 
a  ruler.  This  plate  stood  on  an  angle  with  the  thick  armored  side  for- 
ward. He  measured  this  plate  and  found  that  the  part  which  he  called 
the  thick  armored  side  was  6  inches  in  width.  Behiud  that  he  found 
9  inches  of  wood  backing,  and  behind  the  wood  backing  he  found  Scinch 
plate  of  armor.  The  bolt-head  came  out  of  this  3A-inch  armored  side. 
I  plumbed  this  plate  with  a  line  which  he  attached  to  it,  and  found  it 
in  line  with  the  mainmast  and  i>ort  crane,  about  40  feet  forward  of  the 
crane,  inside  the  line  of  the  ship. 

I  sent  Schluter  down  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  and  told  him  to  examine 
the  plating  on  the  port  side  abaft  the  crane,  just  under  the  main  deck. 
He  went  over  the  side  to  fore  and  aft  above  the  port  crane  and  felt  the 
side  plating.  The  main  deck  sloped  down  to  starboard.  The  outside 
plating  was  bent  sharply  from  outside  in,  making  an  acute  angle  at 
the  waterway.  Then  he  crawled  away  aft  and  felt  over  the  edge,  and 
in  places  could  not  find  any  side  plating  attached  to  the  end  of  the 
waterways.  He  went  as  far  aft  as  the  turret.  He  said  the  plating 
about  10  feet  forward  of  the  turret  is  broken  right  out.  A  little  for- 
ward of  that  was  another  plate,  blown  up  and  out. 

Q.  On  the  starboard  sidet 

A.  On  the  port  side,  sir.  This  had  beams  fast  to  it  and  looked  like 
a  deck.  Forward  of  this  plate  for  about  7  or  8  leet  is  wreckage  inside 
the  line  of  the  ship.  It  looks  as  if  it  had  been  blown  outboard  to  port 
He  then  crawled  along  the  top  of  the  armor,  which  was  all  clear  as  far 
forward  as  the  crane,  and  there  it  is  broken  clear  ofL 

Q.  What  is» 

A.  The  armor* 

This  is  corroborative  of  the  testimony  of  Bundquist.  Just  at  the 
break  of  the  armor  about  8  inches  inboard  from  the  armor  the  wood 
backing  is  blown  up  and  inboard. 

Q.  Which  deck  is  that) 

A.  I  take  that  to  be  the  berth-deck,  as  that  was  the  upper  edge  of 
the  armor.  That  covered  the  pi*otective  deck.  He  did  not  examine 
the  strip  of  plating  under  the  waterway  farther  aft  than  10  feet  firom  the 
crane,  but  all  that  he  felt  was  blown  inboard.  That  is  as  much  of  the 
diver's  statements  as  I  have  up  to  the  present  time. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  Mr.  Powelson,  look  at  the  sketch  you  have  presented  the  court  of 
the  frame  plates  and  broken  keel  of  the  ship.  When  you  look  at  A,  is 
that  in  the  inboard  side  of  the  shipt 

A.  That  is  the  inboard  side  of  the  ship,  between  frames  26  and  17, 
and  is  broken  off  between  the  first  and  second  logitudinals  and  between 
the  second  and  third  longitudinals,  embracing  a  space  of  about  two 
longitudinals  between  frames. 

Q.  Now,  the  right-hand  edge  of  this  plate,  as  you  see  it — where 
would  that  be  if  the  plate  was  bent  back  into  its  original  position) 

A.  It  would  be  the  lower  part  of  the  plate — the  garboard  strake. 

Q.  And  the  left-hand  edge — what  would  that  bet 

A.  The  upper  part  of  the  plating. 
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Q.  And  the  longitadinal  which  is  marked  on  Plate  A — which  longi- 
ta^nal  is  that! 
A.  The  second  longitudinal,  from  keel,  on  the  port  side. 

By  the  Couet  : 

Q.  That  would  be  this  one  [indicating  on  sketch]  f 
A.  Tea,  sir;  the  second  one. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Looking  at  plate  B,  on  the  sketch,  the  face  which  you  see  there, 
is  that  in  the  inboard  side  of  the  ship! 

A.  It  is. 

Q.  What  lon^tndinal  is  that  marked  on  this  plate! 

A.  This  is  a  part  of  the  third  longitudinal. 

Q.  If  this  plate  was  put  back  into  its  original  position,  in  which 
direction  would  the  right  edge  be! 

A.  The  lower  edge. 

Q.  And  the  left  edge! 

A.  That  would  be  the  upper  edge. 

Q.  And  the  dark  part  marked  <<  D,''  between  plates  A  and  B,  what 
is  that! 

A.  Outside  of  the  outer  skin  of  the  ship. 

Q.  That  is  painted  green! 

A.  It  is. 

Q.  And  above  plate  A  there  is  a  place  torn  in  the  keel  of  the  ship, 
where  the  keel  goes  downward.    About  what  frame  is  that! 

A.  Between  frame  17  and  18. 

Q.  And  how  far  down  does  this  keel  go  in  the  vertical  position  it  now 
Las,  between  what  frames! 

A.  Between  frames  22  and  23. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  Where  is  the  6-inch  shell  room,  the  forward  6-inch  shell  room,  on 
that  keel! 

A.  The  forward  6-inch  shell  room  rested  on  the  upper  half  of  the 
vertical  part  of  the  keel,  as  shown. 

Q.  And  the  fixed  ammunition  room,  where  was  that! 

A.  Bight  over  the  angle  of  the  keel,  at  frame  22  and  23. 

Q.  Where  would  the  10-inch  shell  room  have  been  ! 

A.  The  10-ioch  shell  room  and  magazine  are  on  the  flat  part  of  the 
keel,  marked  *<C.'' 

By  the  Judge-Advocate  : 

Q.  How  much  plating  is  there  attached  to  the  keel,  which  is  up  and 
down  on  the  sketch,  do  you  know! 

A.  I  could  not  state  that  definitely.  Tou  might  ask  Smith  or  Olsen 
about  that. 

Q.  But  the  horizontal  keel  which  is  marked  ^'  G,"  has  the  ship's  side 
attached  to  it  for  some  distance  on  the  starboard  side! 

A.  The  inner  skin  is  for  some  distance  on  the  starboard  side,  but 
through  a  crack  in  the  inner  skin,  the  diver  found  the  outer  skin,  but 
as  to  the  full  extent,  it  would  be  pretty  difficult  to  find  out,  on  account 
of  all  the  wreckage  thrown  down  around  it. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Did  you  locate  that  four- way  pipe! 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Where  was  that  originally,  according  to  yonr  deduction  f 

A.  Between  frame  17  and  frame  18. 

Smith  says  he  measured  21  inches  from  the  midship  line  t 
flange,  and  that  agrees  with  the  drawing. 

There  being  no  farther  questions  to  ask  this  witness  to-day,  b 
directed  to  come  before  the  court  at  10  a.  m.  on  Monday  next. 

The  court  then  (at  3.40  p.  m.)  adjourned  to  meet  Monday,  Mai 
1898,  at  10  a.  m.,  on  board  the  IJ.  S.  L.  H.  tender  Mangrove^  hart 
Havana. 

SPECIAL  SESSION. 

The  court  reassembled  at  5  p.  m.  to  take  some  additional  testi: 
of  the  captain  and  first  officer  of  the  City  of  Washinfftan^  which 
sail  to-night. 

Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  an 
stenographer. 

First  Officer  Oeoboe  Cornell,  of  the  City  of  Washington^  app< 
as  a  witness  before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  presidei 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name  and  profession. 

A.  George  Cornell,  first  officer  of  the  steamer  City  of  Washingt 

Q.  To  what  line  of  steamers  does  she  belong  f 

A.  The  Ward  Line. 

Q.  Were  you  on  board  the  City  of  Washington^  in  the  harbt 
Havana,  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  February,  when  the  Maine 
blown  up! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  City  of  Washington  were  you  int 

A.  I  was  standing  amidships,  on  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  On  the  upper  deck! 

A.  On  the  upper  deck ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  looking  right  at  the  Maine? 

A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  what  you  heard  and  what  you  sawt 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  standing  on  the  gangway,  and  giving  the  qua 
master  orders  to  call  the  men  at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning.  While  1 
standing  there  I  heard  a  rumbling  sound,  and  we  saw  the  Maine 
up  forward.  After  that  the  explosion  occurred,  and  the  stuff  wa 
ing  in  the  air  in  all  directions.  She  sank  immediately  at  the  for^ 
end,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  first  noise  or  rumbling  did  anything  fly  up,  or  did  she 
lift! 

A.  The  ship  lifted. 

Q.  Forward! 

A.  Forward ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  interval  was  there  between  the  rumbling  noise  and  th 
plosion  t 

A.  I  think  there  must  have  been  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  secoo 
not  a  full  minute. 

Q.  That  is,  a  long  timet 

A.  Almost  immediately;  there  was  not  very  much  of  an  iutervs 

Q.  What  part  of  the  ship  did  the  explosion  come  out  of  whei 
saw  itf 

A.  Amidships. 
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Q.  Was  there  mneh  flame  coming  upf 

A.  There  was  not  much  flame. 

Q.  Did  a  large  piece  of  cement  drop  on  your  deckf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  yon  identify  itt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

(A  large  piece  of  cement  was  I  ronght  into  the  coart  room  and  showed 
to  witness.) 

Q.  Is  this  the  piece  of  cement! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  piece  of  cement.  A  small  piece  has  been 
cat  off  at  one  end. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  How  were  you  anchored  with  reference  to  the  Maine? 

A.  We  were  anchored  fast  to  a  baoy. 

Q.  Bnt  what  direction  was  the  Maine  from  youf 

A.  The  Maine  was  lying  on  her  starboard  side,  sir.  We  were  off 
tbe  port  quarter  of  the  Maine. 

Q.  How  much  did  she  lift  at  the  first  sound  you  heard  f 

A.  She  lifted  most  nearly  all  but  of  water.  She  raised  up  consider- 
ably, but  it  was  kind  of  dark,  and  how  high  she  lifted  up  I  couldnt 
exactly  say.    We  saw  her  raising  by  her  lights. 

Q.  The  next  thing  you  saw  was  the  debris! 

A.  The  debris;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  water  thrown  upf 

A.  !No,  sir :  I  don't  think  so.  I  only  seen  these  large  pieces  flying  in 
the  air  close  by  where  I  stood  looking  over  the  rail.  We  couldn't  get 
oat  of  the  way  of  the  debris,  and  it  fell  on  the  deck  and  all  over  us. 

Q.  You  could  not  tell  whether  you  saw  her  ram  or  not  when  she  was 
lifted  upf 

A.  No,  sir;  it  was  too  dark  to  see  that. 

Q.  You  say  she  raised  almost  out  of  the  water  forward! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  can  not  say  how  much  she  raised! 

A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not. 

Q.  There  was  a  very  decided  interval  between  the  first  sound  you 
beard  and  the  explosion,  was  there! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  a  very  decided  interval,  was  there! 

A.  There  was  not  much.  Between  fifteen  and  eighteen  seconds.  It 
iDigbt  have  seemed  to  me  longer  than  it  really  was.    It  was  immedi- 

cutely  after  the  rumbling  noise. 

(The  president  of  the  court  produced  a  watch  and  counted  the  sec- 
onds.  The  witness  stopped  him  at  the  third  second,  saying  the  time 

^aBless  than  that.) 

By  the  Juboe- Advocate: 

Q«  The  interval  between  the  two  was  decided! 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  OOTJBT : 

0*  Did  you  feel  anything! 

j^  Yes;  the  ship  was  kind  of  shaking. 

Q-  When  did  you  feel  that! 

j^  Uight  after  the  rumbling  sound. 

Q*  Before  the  explosion! 

^  At  the  same  time  the  explosion  happened. 


I 
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There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witness  his  testimony 
was  read  aloud  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  pronounced 
correct.    Whereupon  he  withdrew. 

Oapt.  Fbank  Stevens,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  appeared  as  a 
witness  before  the  court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president: 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name  and  profession. 

A.  Frank  Stevens,  master  mariner. 

Q.  You  are  captain  of  the  steamer  City  of  Washington,  Ward  Linef 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  last  month  when  the  Maine 
exploded  Y 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  at  that  time  in  command  of  the  City  of  Washington? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  How  far  were  you  anchored  from  the  Maine  at  the  timef 

A.  About  300  feet. 

Q.  In  what  direction  was  your  ship'from  the  Maine? 

A.  We  were  on  the  Main^a  port  quarter,  nearly  astern. 

Q.  Nearly  astern! 

A.  Nearly  astern;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  this  happened? 

A.  I  was  standing  along  amidships,  abaft  the  smokestack  on  the 
port  side,  where  I  could  look  through  between  the  smokestack  and  for- 
ward end  of  the  midship  deck  house,  toward  the  Maine. 

Q.  Please  tell  the  court  what  you  heard  and  what  you  saw. 

A.  I  heard  a  dull,  muffled  explosion,  and  commotion,  like  as  though  it 
was  under  the  water,  followed  instantly  by  a  terrific  explosion,  lighting 
up  the  air  with  a  dull  red  glare,  filling  the  air  full  of  flying  missies  which 
lit  all  around  us.    We  were  struck,  I  think,  in  four  places. 

By  the  Oouet  : 

Q.  By  the  fragments? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  could  hear  it  dropping  into  the  water  the  other 
side  of  us.  After  getting  out  the  starboard  forward  boat  we  found 
there  was  a  hole  in  it,  and  got  the  port  one  out.  I  noticed  that  the 
water  on  the  port  side  of  us  was  full  of  floating  wreckage  from  the 
Maine.  I  got  out  three  boats,  two  quarter  boats  and  the  port  forward 
boat,  and  sent  them  out  in  charge  of  officers  to  save  lives. 

Q.  Did  you  feel  any  trembling  of  your  own  ship  at  either  of  these 
explosions? 

A.  The  last  one  I  did,  but  the  first  one  I  did  not.    Everything  shook. 

Q.  Was  there  a  very  decided  interval  between  the  first  noise  and  the 
explosion? 

A.  There  was. 

Q.  Were  you  looking  at  the  Maine  at  the  time  of  the  first  noise? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  did  the  Maine  appear  to  do? 

A.  My  first  impression  was  when  I  heard  this  noise  that  it  was  a  gun 
or  a  salute,  but  that  changed  instantly,  and  then  it  flashed  across  my 
mind  that  there  was  dynamite  under  the  bottom  of  that  ship.  That 
was  my  impression. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  Maine  lift  at  all  ? 

A.  I  did  not,  I  being  on  tbe  opposite  side  and  looking  through.  I 
seen  the  mainmast  and  part  of  her  outline,  but  could  not  see  her  lift. 
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There  being  no  farther  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  aloud  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  and  by  him  pronounced 
correct. 

The  court  then  (at  5.20  p.  in.)  adjourned  to  meet  Monday,  March  7, 
1898,  at  10  a.  m.,  on  board  the  IJ.  S.  light-house  tender  Mangrove^  har- 
bor of  Havana. 


IT.  S.  L.  H.  Tendeb  MANaBOYB, 
Harbor  of  Havana,  March  7, 1898 — 11  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday,  after  having 
proceeded  in  a  body  to  the  wreck  to  make  a  personal  inspection. 

Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  the 
stenographer,  and  Captain  Sigsbee. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Chief  Engineer  Howell,  a  former  witness,  was  then  recalled,  and 
cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was  still  under  oath 
taken. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

(The  piece  of  cement  here  brought  into  the  court  on  Saturday  and 
identified  by  the  first  officer,  Cornell,  was  then  shown  to  the  witness). 
Q.  Will  you  examine  this  piece  of  cement  and  identify  it  if  you  canY 
A.  I  saw  that  piece  of  cement  on  the  City  of  Washingtony  and  now 
identify  it  as  the  same  piece.    My  opinion  is  that  it  was  blown  from  the 
MainCj  and  came  from  underneath  the  berth-deck  blower  on  the  port 
side. 
Q.  Upon  what  do  you  base  your  opinion  Y 

A.  That  blower  was  not  placed  at  right  angles  to  the  bulkhead  on  the 
forward  side,  and  this  piece  of  cement  shows  marks  of  an  angle  similar 
to  the  acute  angle,  which  is  the  base  of  the  blower. 
Q.  Is  it  not  a  very  heavy  piece  of  cement  for  the  base  of  the  blower  Y 
A.  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  this  cement  was,  but  I  believe  it  was 
2^  inches  thick,  similar  to  this.    I  mean  to  say,  I  do  not  know  how 
thick  that  cement  was,  but  this  piece  is  about  2^  inches  thick,  and  that 
is  a  very  reasonable  thickness  to  put  either.    The  cement  has  also  indi- 
cations of  oil  on  both  sides  of  it,  and  I  also  know  that  that  cement  had 
oil  on  the  under  side,  because  I  have  seen  oil  drop  throngh  from  that  deck 
down  into  thebunker  underneath.    This  cement  showed  oil  on  both  sides 
while  on  the  City  of  Washington,    The  marks  of  rivet  heads  on  this 
cement  and  the  imprint  also  of  the  angle  iron  and  the  running  in  line, 
similar  to  the  acute  angle  I  have  spoken  of  before,  which  is  also 
another  indication  that  it  came  from  the  bottom  of  that  blower.    I 
should  say  that  the  top  and  bottom  sides  are  parallel. 

Q.  There  is  a  set  of  photographs  of  12  views  on  the  table  here.    Oan 
yon  inform  the  court  how  they  were  obtained  Y 

A^  I  received  orders  from  the  commanding  officer  to  instruct  the 
photographer  of  the  12  views  that  were  desirable,  and  was  with  the 
photographer  when  he  took  about  8  of  these  views.  After  that  time  there 
^ere  bo  many  boats  around  the  wreck  that  I  could  not  get  the  views 
that  were  wanted,  and  the  whole  set  of  12  was  then  made  up  from  plates 
^hlch  the  photographer  had  already  taken. 
0-  Would  you  be  able  to  get  photographs — starboard  view  and  'pott 
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view — of  the  three  projecticms  above  the  water,  of  wreckage,  which 
are  forward  of  the  saperstructure,  the  three  together,  and  the  three 
separately  Y 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  yoa  consult  with  Captain  Sigsbee  and  receive  orders  to  that 
effect  Y 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Captain  SiasBEE : 

Q.  You  are  a  photographer  yourself,  are  you  notY 

A.  I  have  done  a  good  deal  of  work  in  photography;  yes,  sir. 

The  Judge- Advocate.  I  request  that  the  above  photographs  be 
appended  to  the  record  and  marked  Exhibit  I. 

The  request  was  granted,  and  the  said  photographs  were  appended 
to  the  record  marked  Exhibit  I. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  pronounced  cor- 
rect; whereupon,  after  being  cautioued  by  the  president  not  to  discuss 
matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

Ensign  W.  V.  N.  Powelson,  U.  S.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was  then 
recalled,  and  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was  still 
under  oath  taken. 

Examined  by  the  Judge-Adyocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  read  over  the  testimony  which  you  gave  before  this 
court  on  Saturday  lastY 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  Y 

A.  Yes,  sir;  with  some  exceptions  which  I  have  noted. 

Q.  Will  you  please  give  the  corrections  to  the  stenographer  Y 

A.  On  page  453,  fifth  line  from  the  bottom,  insert  ^^to"  before  '^star- 
board'^ and  "at''  before  "quite." 

Page  456,  fourth  line,  "I  would  say"  should  be  "He  said." 

Page  460,  twelfth  line  from  the  bottom,  change  "apart"  to  "from 
the  keel." 

Page  463,  last  line,  insert  after  "the"  "mud  at  the." 

Page  465,  tenth  line  from  the  bottom,  "far  aft '  should  be  "fore  and 
aft." 

Page  469,  eleventh  line,  insert  "the"  between  "turret"  and  "side." 

Page  476,  tenth  line,  change  "to  fore  and  aft  above"  to  "a  little 
baft.'^ 

Page  477,  third  line,  change  "backing"  to  "  planking  of  the  deck." 

Same  page,  thirteenth  line,  "between  the  first  and  second  longitudi- 
nal" should  be  "  between  the  keel  and  first  longitudinaL" 

That  is  all. 

Q.  Is  the  testimony,  as  now  amended,  correct  Y 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Lieut.  Commander  Bichard  WAmwBiaHT  here  entered  the  court. 

The  Judge-Advocate.  Mr.  Powelson,  have  you  any  fhrther  testi- 
mony to  offer  of  the  nature  that  you  gave  on  Saturday  last — that  is, 
testimony  derived  from  what  was  reported  to  you  by  divers  Y 

Mr.  Powelson.  Yes,  sir  3  I  have  the  work  of  Olsen  on  Saturday 
morning.  -    — 
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By  the  Judge- Advocate: 

:.  Please  give  it 

..  On  Saturday  morDing  last,  March  5, 1  sent  Olsen  down  to  the 
»  of  the  keel — the  vertical  keel — which  is  now  vertical,  with  instmc- 
is  to  make  farther  explorations  in  the  region  of  the  10-inch  magazine, 
went  down  to  where  the  keel  becomes  horizontal  at  frame  23.  Then 
ralked  aft  about  25  feet,  climbed  over  a  lot  of  wreckage  consisting 
dates  or  bulkheads  standing  npright.  The  apper  ends  of  these  plates 
e  ragged,  and  he  crawled  over  them  and  on  the  other  side  found 
it  he  thought  was  part  of  a  boiler. 

asked  him  how  he  could  distinguish  the  boiler;  whether  there  was 
'  of  its  original  shape  or  not,  and  he  could  not  give  me  any  definite 
aUs,  but  said  from  the  general  look  of  the  piece  of  wreckage  he 
lid  take  it  for  a  boiler.  He  went  a  little  farther  aft  from  this^  which 
considered  a  boiler,  and  walked  out  to  port,  clear  of  the  ship,  into 
mud.  He  was  at  this  time  forward  of  the  break  of  the  ship  at 
me  No.  41.  He  found  nothing  in  the  mud  and  came  back,  walking  to 
rboard.  About  10  feet  in  he  found  some  wreckage.  He  examined 
}  plate  and  found  that  it  was  curved  as  if  it  were  a  part  of  the  side 
ting.  This,  he  said,  was  about  10  feet  inboard  of  the  side  of  the  ship, 
lid  not  lay  exactly  fore  and  aft;  it  pointed  toward  the  starboard 
r.  It  was  so  dark  he  could  not  distinguish  the  color.  He  walked 
on  top  of  the  plating  and  found  all  the  edges  rough.  From  the  top 
the  plate  he  found  a  horizontal  plate  about  2  or  3  feet  wide,  and  in 
)mer  some  cellulose  packed  in  tightly.  He  said  the  compartment 
med  to  be  about  2^  or  3  feet  wide.  Abaft  that  he  found  something 
)  a  boiler.  It  was  very  black,  all  crushed  up,  and  he  could  not 
ognize  any  definite  form.  He  was  not  absolutely  sure  that  it  was  a 
ler. 

ie  went  forward  from  this  point  about  10  feet  and  found  some  loose 
iekage,  and  he  lifted  up  a  couple  of  plates  and  threw  them  aside, 
felt  around  and  found  a  6-inch  tank.  He  found  it  intact.  He  lifted 
knd  found  it  was  heavy,  and  sent  it  up.  This  afterwards  proved  to 
a  full  tank.  He  found  a  lot  of  broken  tanks  split  up  on  the  seams, 
i  in  one  tank,  at  the  cover,  which  has  holes  in  it,  he  found  a  lot  of  mud 
lich  he  brought  up,  and  which  he  said  looked  like  dissolved  powder. 
)  said  there  was  any  quantity  of  similar  mud  in  the  same  place.  The 
id  around  the  tanks  was  very  dark  in  color,  but  the  mud  outside, 
rming  the  bottom  of  the  harbor,  is  of  a  gray  color.  He  also  found  a 
ftte  of  angle  iron  and  U-bar  stiffeners  riveted  to  it,  about  1  foot  apart. 
Q.  Is  that  all  of  this  naturef 
A.  That  is  all  up  to  this  morning. 

Q.  What  side  did  he  go  down  when  he  found  what  he  supi>osed  to  be 
broken  boiler  t 

A.  He  found  the  boiler  first  in  the  midship  line,  and  then  walked  to 
>rt. 

Q.  Where  did  you  locate  Olsen,  when  he  found  the  ftiU  6-inch  tank  ? 
A.  I  was  at  that  time  on  board  the  Mangrove. 
Q.  Have  you  any  further  testimony  to  givef 
A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  COUET : 

Q.  Did  Obien  mention  the  thickness  of  this  wreckage  which  he  sup- 
posed to  be  the  boiler! 

A.  No,  sir;  he  said  it  was  without  shape,  and  he  could  not  distm- 
nu&h  anything  about  it. 
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Q.  Do  yon  know  the  thickness  of  the  Maine^s  boilers  t 

A.  I  do  not. 

There  being  no  farther  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  he  was  directed 
to  hold  himself  in  readiness  for  farther  evidence  and  to  read  over  the 
evidence  just  now  given.    Whereupon  he  withdrew. 

Chief  Engineer  Howell,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was  then 
recalled  and  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was  under 
the  oath  which  he  had  previously  taken. 

Examined  by  the  Judqe-Advooatb  : 

Q.  What  was  the  thickness  of  the  Maine's  boilers — the  sheU 

A.  About  1^  inches. 

Q.  All  over  T 

A.  All  the  shell. 

Q.  What  is  the  thickness  of  the  heads? 

A.  They  were  approximately  the  same.  Some  parts  of  the  heads 
were  dififerent. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  and  by  him  pronounced  cor- 
rect; whereupon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Gunner's  Mate  Bundquist,  U.  S.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was  recalled 
aud  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was  still  under  the 
oath  which  he  had  taken. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advooatb  : 

Q.  Since  you  gave  your  last  testimony,  have  you  done  any  more  div- 
ing at  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  report  the  results  of  what  you  had  found  when 
you  came  up  out  of  the  water? 

A.  Ensign  Powelson. 

Q.  Referring  to  the  reports  that  you  made  to  him — were  they  strictly 
correct  as  if  you  had  been  under  oath? 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  down  on  the  forenoon  of  March  1.  Do  you  remember 
going  down  the  ladder  on  the  port  side? 

A.  I  went  down  the  ladder  on  the  port  side  of  the  Maine. 

Q.  Did  you  find  anything  made  fast  to  the  waterways? 

A.  I  found  a  piece  of  the  side  plating. 

Q.  You  then  went  on  to  what  you  supposed  to  be  the  berth  deck,  did 
you  not? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  way  did  it  slope? 

A.  It  inclined  aft  and  to  the  starboard  side. 

Q.  Did  you  find  a  hole  in  the  berth  deck  ? 

A.  I  found  a  hole;  that  is,  it  looked  to  me  to  be  a  hole. 

Q.  How  large? 

A.  I  could  not  say  how  large  it  was. 

Q.  Was  the  wood  broken  at  the  edges? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  then  went  farther  down? 

A.  I  went  farther  down. 

Q.  What  did  you  find — do  you  remember? 


4 
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A.  There  was  a  lot  of  coal,  in  the  first  place.    I  sent  a  big  piece  of 

al  up. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  ship  do  you  think  you  were  in  then? 

A.  I  should  jadge  I  was  in  the  port  side  of  the  ship,  and  in  one  of 

e  coal  bankers.    There  was  lots  of  coal — two  or  three  feet  deep. 

Q.  How  far  forward  or  abaft  the  crane  were  you? 

A.  I  must  have  been  on  the  forward  part  of  the  crane. 

Q.  Was  this  coal  outside  of  the  ship  or  inside  of  the  ship? 

A.  Inside  of  the  ship. 

Q.  None  of  it  had  been  blown  out? 

A.  No,  sir;  at  least,  I  could  not  say  not. 

Q.  You  found  a  vertical  bulkhead  about  this  time  did  you  not,  on 

^ar  right  side,  walking  forward? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do! 

A.  I  examined  this  bulkhead.    I  believe  I  went  over  it. 

Q.  Did  you  strike  your  helmet  against  something? 

A.  I  struck  my  helmet  against  something,  and  it  prevented  my 

Ang  forward  in  that  direction. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  about  this  time;  do  you  remember? 

A.  I  believe  that  is  the  time  I  found  some  powder  inside  a  tank. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  tank? 

A.  Ten-inch  tank. 

Q.  Did  you  send  the  tank  up? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  sent  up  a  tank  with  what  looked  to  me  to  be  powder 

Q.  Did  the  bags  fall  outside  the  tank  when  yoa  sent  it  up? 

A.  The  men  that  received  it  said  that  they  fell  out. 

Q.  You  then  got  tangled  up  in  what? 

A.  I  then  got  tangled  up  in  a  line. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  line  ? 

A.  A  line  that  was  leading  down. 

Q.  Did  you  not  find  a  lot  of  wires — a  lot  of  electric  wires? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  about  fifty  of  them  in  a  bunch.  That  was  as  much  as 
[  coald  take  in  two  hands. 

Q.  Yon  went  down  again  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  before? 

A.  In  the  same  place,  sir. 

Q.  flow  far  aft  did  you  find  that  the  break  in  the  side  plate  extended  ? 

A.  I  could  not  say  exactly  how  far  aft  from  above  it  was,  but  I  fol- 
lowed the  armor  plate,  and  it  extended  for  fully  two  lengths  of  the 
^nnor  plate  aft. 

Q.  What  do  you  call  the  break  in  the  ship — where? 

A.  Where  the  ship  was  blown  apart. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  ship  was  that? 

A.  That  was  where  the  armor  plate  ended,  on  the  forward  part  of  the 
•bip. 

Q.  Can  you  describe  about  what  part  of  the  ship  it  was,  what  you 
«ftUabreak? 

A.  I  could  not  say  exactly ;  but  it  was  where  the  ship  had  been 
t^lown  np. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  about  opposite  the  forward  part  of  the  middle 
•wperBtmcture,  as  it  was? 

^*  I  should  say  it  was  forward  of  that. 

Q.  Did  you  crawl  with  your  arms  over  the  armor  1 

8.  Dua  207 IS 
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A.  No,  sir;  I  was  outside  the  annor,  and  was  walking  with  my 
hauds  on  top  of  the  armor  plate. 

Q.  Yon  informed  Mr.  Powelson  that  you  had  gone  a  certain  distanoe 
and  a  certain  number  of  plates.    How  could  you  tell  thatf 

A.  I  could  tell  by  that  the  two  plates  had  been  joined  togetiier.  One 
plate  extended  further  out  than  the  other. 

Q.  Which  plate  was  the  one  that  was  farther  outY 

A.  The  forward  one;  the  odc  that  was  closer  to  the  break. 

Q.  About  how  much  out  were  they  T 

A.  About  5  or  6  inches. 

Q.  In  your  dive  on  this  occasion  you  found  some  pieces  of  tin  with 
wire  attached  Y 

A.  I  found  some  wires;  I  sent  some  of  them  up.  There  was  a  long 
string,  about  15  feet,  of  heavy  wire. 

Q.  After  you  sent  that  wire  up,  I  understand,  you  examined  the  back 
of  the  armor  plate.    What  condition  did  you  find  this  backing  tiienY 

A.  The  end  was  all  twisted  and  torn  and  ragged  edges;  and  then 
they  all  looked  and  pointCKl  inboard.  I  also  examined  the  upper  piurt 
of  the  backing  and  found  the  inside  corner  of  it  was  gone. 

Q.  Did  you  send  a  splinter  of  this  backing  upY 

^L.  X0B.  Sir. 

Q.  Did  you  measure  the  armor  plate  by  this  splinterY 

A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Top  and  bottom? 

A.  Top  and  bottom. 

Q.  How  could  you  measure  the  bottom? 

A.  The  lower  edge  of  the  armor  plate  was  a  foot  beneath  the  mud, 
and  I  could  stick  my  hand  beneath  it. 

Q.  Then  there  was  no  plate  of  the  ship  under  the  armor  plate? 

A.  This  was  just  at  the  first  break  of  the  armor  belt,  and  there  was 
no  plate  left  underneath  of  it.  There  was  nothing  of  the  ship's  side 
left.    This  was  just  at  the  end  of  it. 

Q.  How  much  of  the  armor  plating  had  no  ship's  plate  under  it? 

A.  I  could  not  say,  because  I  did  not  measure. 

Q.  How  much  do  you  think? 

A.  I  felt  a  couple  of  feet  and  there  was  nothing  there  left  of  it.  Fore 
and  aft  there  was  side  plating  standing,  but  I  do  not  know  how  far  it 
extended. 

Q.  You  went  down  again  the  next  forenoon? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  where? 

A.  I  believe  I  went  down  on  the  same  place  on  the  port  side, 

Q.  Are  you  sure  you  did  not  go  down  forward  of  the  port  crane? 

A.  I  may  have  gone  down  forward  of  it,  but  it  was  on  the  port  side. 

Q.  You  found  the  powder  tanks  on  this  occasion? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Please  descnbe  them. 

A.  They  were  all  pressed  in,  and  I  also  found  some  powder  bags.  I 
put  this  powder  bag  in  a  pocket  of  my  overalls  for  fear  of  losing  it 
I  was  trying  to  send  this  tank  up,  but  it  got  afoul  of  something  and 
so  I  let  it  go.    I  left  it  down  there. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  in  how  many  you  found  rags? 

A.  I  found  rags  in  three  or  four  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  10-inch  tanks  with  the  covers  on?  ^ 

A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  What  were  these  tanks,  what  size,  6  or  10  incht    Oan  yoa  state 
about  how  many  Y 

A.  I  conld  not  say  how  many,  because  there  were  tanks  and  pieces 
of  tanks  all  around.    I  could  not  say  how  many  there  were. 
Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  pieces  of  tanks? 
A.  Tanks  pressed  together.    Tbey  feel  very  small  down  there. 
Q.  Then  you  mean  tanks  which  do  not  have  their  shape  as  well  as 
otherst 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  then  got  among  a  lot  of  canvas? 

A«  I  got  among  a  lot  of  canvas  all  rolled  up.    It  must  have  been  a 
sail  locker. 
Q.  Did  you  find  a  plate  standing  in  the  mud  at  this  time? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Please  describe  it. 

A.  I  found  a  plate  standing  on  the  edge  down  in  the  mud.  I  believe 
I  went  over  this  plate  and  I  got  down  along  the  hole,  which  looked  to 
be  an  inner  passage  or  double  bottom.  It  may  have  been  an  inner  pas- 
sage, and  a  lot  of  compartments  and  sections,  like.  The  compartment 
had  a  big,  round,  circular  hole  in  it. 

Q.  This  one  plate  which  I  referred  to,  did  it  have  cork  paint  on  it, 
on  one  side? 
A.  Cork  paint  on  one  side  and  on  the  outside  it  was  slippery. 
Q.  Was  the  cork  paint  to  the  port  or  starboard? 

A.  It  was  to  starboard. 

Q.  Think  again. 

A.  The  slippery  side  was  to  starboard  and  the  cork  paint  to  port. 

Q.  You  went  down  again  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  of  March,  on 
the  same  day? 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  which  side? 

A  Starboard  side. 

Q.  Abreast  of  what? 

A  Abreast  of  the  crane  and  wreckage,  a  little  forward  of  the 
wreckage. 

Q.  Abreast  of  the  conning  tower? 

A.  Abreast  of  the  conning  tower,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  drop  into? 

A  I  dropi>ed  into  a  lot  of  wreckage,  pieces  of  the  ship. 

Q.  Did  you  not  drop  into  the  mud  first? 

A.  Yes,  I  walked  toward  inboard  of  the  ship,  and  got  in  amongst  a  lot 
of  wreckage. 

Q.  How  did  you  find  the  ship's  side  at  this  place? 

A  I  did  not  find  the  ship's  side  at  that  time,  because  I  got  foaled 
twice  and  got  pulled  up,  and  then  J  went  forward  and  aft  on  the  star- 
board side,  from  the  whaleboat,  and  dropped  down  into  the  mud  and 
walked  into  the  shifts  side,  and  followed  that  until  I  came  to  the  break. 

Q.  Which  side  were  you  on  then  ? 

A.  On  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  the  break  on  the  starboard  side? 

A,  A  good  way  forward.  I  could  not  say  how  many  feet.  I  came  to 
the  end  of  the  guide  line,  and  made  the  line  fast  to  the  piece  of  the 
ked  and  followed  the  ship's  side  until  I  came  to  the  break. 

Q.  Will  you  please  describe  the  break  as  you  found  it? 

A.  This  break  was  vertical,  and  with  ragged  edges.  I  climbed  up 
toe  edge  until  I  got  to  where  it  went  off  in  the  comer,  where  the  lower 
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edge  of  the  ram  plate  had  been  made  fast  to  it.  This  extended  2  or 
3  feet  in  that  direction.  The  corner  of  this  side  plate  was  nearly 
doubled  over,  and  bent  outboard.  I  got  to  the  ram  plate  and  found 
lots  of  backing  there,  extending  out  5  or  6  feet,  and  the  bolts  were 
left  in  the  backing.  This  backing  was  all  pointed  outboard.  I  went 
up  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  ram  plate  and  followed  it  aft  for  some  dis- 
tance. I  could  not  say  how  many  feet.  My  hand  slipped  on  account 
of  not  having  a  guide  line.  I  went  back  to  the  same  break  and  came 
to  the  same  place,  and  slipped  again.  I  did  not  make  any  more 
attempts  that  day,  because  I  had  not  enough  guide  line. 

Q.  Can  you  locate  this  break  that  you  have  just  described  on  the 
starboard  sideT 

A.  No,  sir^  I  could  not  locate  it  here.  When  I  found  this  break,  I 
gave  a  signal  on  the  line.  The  man  told  M'r.  Powelson  about  it.  He 
said,  when  I  came  up,  that  he  could  not  tell  where  the  break  was,  because 
the  bubbles  came  up  from  underneath  the  wreckage. 

Q.  When  you  slipped  down  the  second  time  did  you  slip  iuto  the 
mudf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  deep  Y 

A.  Above  my  waist. 

Q.  How  far,  about,  did  you  got 

A.  I  fell  down  close  to  the  ship's  side  when  I  stmok  the  mnd. 

Q.  Did  you  find  pieces  of  plate  when  you  fell  down  iuto  the  mudf 

A.  Not  where  I  fell;  but  I  went  outboard  and  forward  toward  the 
break,  and  found  pieces  that  did  belong  to  the  ship. 

Q.  Were  they  curved! 

A.  They  were  curved. 

Q.  Which  way  was  the  concave  side! 

A.  I  believe  it  was  up. 

Q.  You  then  looked  for  your  guide  line! 

A.  I  did;  in  the  meantime  I  got  a  signal  to  get  up. 

Q.  Did  you  get  amongst  a  lot  of  coal  before  you  came  up! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a  lot  outside  of  the  ship-^a  good  way  out 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  good  way! 

A.  Ten  or  twelve  feet  from  the  ship's  side. 

Q.  You  went  down  again  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  March  the  4thf 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Near  the  conning  tower,  as  in  the  morning! 

A.  As  in  the  morning. 

Q.  You  landed  in  the  mud ;  and  then  what  did  you  do! 

A.  I  was  walking  in  the  mud  until  I  struck  the  ship's  side  again.  I 
went  over  and  examined  the  break  in  the  backing  better  than  I  did  the 
day  before.  I  went  up  the  same  way  and  followed  up  the  part  of  the 
ram  plate  afk.  I  first  struck  against  something  that  pointed  up  and 
forward.  I  was  first  trying  to  walk  on  top  of  the  ram  plate,  but  my 
helmet  struck  against  this,  so  I  had  to  walk  on  the  side  of  it  with  my 
hands  hanging  over  the  ship's  side.  I  went  aft  about  the  length  of  two 
plates,  I  should  say,  and  then  I  got  stuck.  I  could  not  go  any  further 
aft. 

Q.  Why! 

A.  Because  there  was  lots  of  wreckage  extending  over  the  ship's  side 
which  prevented  me 

Q.  Wreckage  under  the  water,  or  dropping  from  above! 

A.  From  above,  and  extending  over  the  ship's  side. 

Q.  Did  you  find  a  plate  about  this  time — two  plates  riveted  together! 
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A.  Afterwards  I  found  these  two  plates. 
Q.  How  were  they  painted? 

A.  These  two  plates!    They  looked  to  be  a  red-colored  brown. 
Q.  Was  the  plate  curved  ! 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  in  did  it  extend  in  the  ship's  side. 
A.  It  extended  a  couple  of  feet. 
Q.  Was  it  ragged  where  it  had  broken  oflft 

A.  It  looked  as  if  it  had  been  carried  away;  as  if  something  heavy 
had  fallen  on  it. 
Q.  Was  this  ])late  flush  with  the  top  of  the  backing Y 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  could  barely  lay  the  point  of  my  fingers  down  there. 
Q.  You  also  found  a  number  of  pieces  of  board  and  planking  at  this 
tune,  did  you  not? 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  You  sent  up  a  pipe  for  examination  ? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  it? 

A.  I  found  it  made  fast  to  the  ship's  starboard  side — to  the  bottom 
plate.    I  broke  it  loose  and  sent  it  up. 
Q.  What  else  did  you  find  about  here? 

A.  I  examined  the  ram  plate  and  where  the  break  was,  and  found 
the  bottom  plate  of  the  ship  down  in  the  mud  standing  outboard.  I 
was  following  up  this  plate,  trying  to  find  the  armor  plate,  but  could 
not  get  to  the  end  of  it.  It  looked  to  be  rolled  over,  and  was  too  deep 
for  me  to  get  hold  of  it. 
Q.  This  was  the  plate  underneath  the  armor  plate? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  crockery  about  here? 

A.  Tes,  sir;  I  found  lots  of  crockery,  pieces  of  washstands,  clothes, 
and  a  10-inch  powder  tank.    I  sent  the  tank  up,  and  there  were  some 
power  bags  inside. 
Q.  You  sent  the  bag  up  also? 
A.  I  put  the  bag  in  my  pocket  and  brought  it  up  when  I  came. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  appear  before  the  court,  when  he  will 
be  famished  with  so  fhuch  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and 
asked  to  withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct. 
The  request  was  granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly; 
whereux)on  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not 
to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  trial. 

Oonner's  Mate  Schlitteb,  XJ.  S.  Na\Tr,  a  former  witness,  was  then 
i^eealled  and  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was  still 
nnder  oath  which  he  had  taken. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 
Q.  Since  you  gave  your  last  testimony  before  this  court  have  you 
been  engaged  in  any  diving  at  the  wreck  of  the  Mainef 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  rex)ort  the  results  of  your  diving? 
A.  To  Mr.  Powelson. 

Q-  Were  your  reports  as  true  as  if  they  bad  been  given  under  oat\i1 
^  Yes^  sir. 
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Q.  I  believe  you  were  down  on  the  forenoon  of  Taesday,  March  2. 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  where  you  went  down  ! 

A.  I  believe  that  was  the  day  I  was  down  after  some  powder  tanks. 

Q.  I  refer  to  the  time  you  went  down  on  the  port  side  forward  of  the 
break.  You  went  down  on  the  port  side  forward  of  the  break,  do  yon 
remember  Y 

A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  told  to  look  for  any  armor  Y 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  Y 

A.  I  was  lowered  over  the  side  to  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  until  I 
struck  the  main  deck.  The  main  deck  sloped  over  toward  the  star- 
board side.  Then  I  crawh^d  right  out  straight  to  the  port  side  of  the 
ship  and  put  my  hand  over  the  ship's  side  and  felt  the  plates  were 
bent  inboard  up  to  about  5  or  6  feet  along  the  ship's  side  and  the  water- 
ways. Then  I  crept  on  over  some  stanchions  going  aft  on  the  port 
side  and  kept  on  going  aft  until  I  struck  up  against  the  after  turret, 
and  was  crawling  along  when  I  made  out  two  distinct  plates  of  the 
ship's  side.  Both  were  bent  from  port  side  outboard.  I  was  going  to 
crawl  out  over  one  when  the  signal  was  made  for  me  to  come  up  on 
account  of  the  wrecking  tug  which  was  going  to  move  the  smokestacL 

Q.  Did  you  not  find  the  armor- plate,  to  which  you  attached  a  Unef 

A.  That  was  the  next  time  I  went  down,  sir. 

Q.  Whenever  you  did  find  that  armor- plate  to  which  you  attached  a 
line,  what  did  you  doY    Did  you  measure  this  plate  with  a  ruleY 

A.  That  was  the  one  amidship,  which  stands  in  a  vertical  position; 
vertical  angle  on  its  end.  It  was  leaning  a  little  over  forward.  The 
lower  end  was  pointed  aft. 

Q.  The  thick  side  was  forward  or  aft  Y 

A.  The  thick  side  was  in  the  mud,  sir;  the  heavy  side.  I  believe  I 
found  6  inches  on  top. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  call  the  thick  armor  sideY 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  behind  this  plate  Y 

A.  A  wood  backing,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  inches  was  this  wood  backing Y 

A.  About  9  inches,  I  think. 

Q.  Behind  that  what  did  you  findY 

A.  Tbree  and  a  half  inch  armor  plating. 

Q.  Was  there  any  bolt  there  Y 

A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  bolts  sticking  out  2  or  3  inches,  and  I  felt  a 
soit  washer,  or  something.  That  is  all  I  could  feel  right  up  against  the 
armor  plate;  and  going  right  through  the  wood  and  armor. 

Q.  Was  this,  apparently,  athwartship  armor  or  fore  and  aft  armorf 

A.  Athwartship  armor.    I  found  the  ship's  side  armor  since. 

Q.  You  are  quite  sure  of  the  wood  backing  and  x)late  backing  Y 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  down  again  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  and  were  told  to 
examine  the  port  side  abaft  the  crane.    Do  you  remember  Y 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  found  the  main  deckY 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  it  slope  Y 

A.  It  sloped  to  st<arboard,  sir. 

Q.  WaH  the  outside  plate  bentY 
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A.  Tee,  sir;  the  oatside  plate  was  bent  inboard,  about  the  length  of 
5  feet,  at  a  sharp  angle  with  the  waterways. 

Q.  Ton  then  crawled  aftf 

A.  Tes,  sir;  I  crawled  up  the  aft  turret  and  found  two  distinct 
breaks — ^thatis,  the  sheathing  was  bent  over  to  port  side,  outboard — and 
I  was  going  to  crawl  over  the  first  plate  when  I  got  the  signal  to 
come  up. 

Q.  Ton  crawled  aft  and  felt  over  the  edge,  did  you  not? 

A.  Tes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  Ton  could  not  find  any  side  plating  attached  to  the  waterways  in 
places? 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Ton  went  as  far  aft  as  the  after  turret? 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  feet  forward  of  the  turret  is  broken  right  out — the 
plates? 

A.  Six  or  7  feet  forward  of  the  turret. 

Q.  What  side  was  this  on? 

A.  Port  side,  sir.    It  looked  as  if  it  had  been  blown  outboard. 

Q.  Ton  then  crawled  idong  on  the  top  of  the  armor  forward? 

A.  Tes,  sir;  the  last  time  I  was  down  there. 

Q.  How  far  does  that  clear? 

A.  As  far  forward  as  the  crane. 

Q.  What  happened  there? 

A.  The  armor  appeared  to  be  broken  ofi",  and  2  feet  abaft  it  was  all 
dear.    The  inside  armor  backing  was  hanging  on  at  an  angle  from  port 

up,  and  over  to  starboard  at  the  top  of  the  armor  belt.    The  backing 

was  broken  off  firom  the  armor  as  far  down  as  I  could  reach,  and  sloped 

inboard. 
Q.  Explain  what  you  mean  by  the  armor  being  broken  off. 
A  By  broken  off  I  mean  that  it  looked  as  if  another  piece  had  been 

blown  right  away  from  it.    It  was  gone. 

By  the  OOUBT : 

Q.  Id  your  answers  you  have  spoken  of  plates  attached  to  the  water- 
ways being  blown  in ;  also  some  being  blown  out.    What  do  you  mean  ? 

A.  I  mean  that  aft  it  was  blown  out  and  forward  it  was  blown  in. 

Q.  How  far  apart  were  these  places? 

A.  Ten  or  12  feet,  sir.  It  might  have  been  a  little  less — 8  or  9  feeU 
It  is  hard  to  judge  under  water  how  far  one  goes. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished 
with  80  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony  and  asked  to 
withdraw  for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of 
which  he  will  be  again  called  before  the  court  and  given  an  opportunity 
to  amend  his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The 
i^aestwas  granted,  and  the  witness  instructed  accordingly;  where- 
tipoQ  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss 
batters  i)ertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

The  court  then  (at  12.45  p.  m.)  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock. 

The  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 
I^resent:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate^  t\i^ 
^Bographer,  Captain  Sigsbee^  and  Mr,  Wainwright 
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Chief  Gunner's  Mate  Olsen,  U.  S.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was  re 
called,  and  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was  stil 
under  oath  which  he  had  taken. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  Have  you  done  any  diving  on  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  since  you 
last  testimony  before  this  court! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  report  the  results  of  your  divingt 

A.  To  Mr.  Powelson,  of  the  Fern, 

Q.  When  you  made  these  reports  to  him  were  they  as  true  as  if  givei 
under  oath? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  down  on  the  morning  of  March  1 — ^Tuesday! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  where  you  went  downt  Was  it  not  at  the 
after  V-shaped  platef 

A.  Yes;  I  went  down  at  the  after  V-shaped  plate. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  the  first  longitudinal! 

A.  The  first  longitudinal  I  found  about  20  feet  under  water,  and 
about  4  feet  abaft  of  the  second  longitudinal. 

Q.  Taking  frame  17  as  the  highest  frame  ou  this  V,  where  do  yoa 
think  you  found  the  first  longitudinal! 

A.  About  frame  23. 

Q.  For  how  many  frame  spaces  did  you  see! 

A.  About  two  frame  spaces. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  outer  skin  of  the  ship  between  tbe 
first  and  second  longitudinals! 

A.  Between  the  first  and  second  longitudinal  on  the  outer  skin  of  tbe 
ship! 

Q.  Yes;  was  it  broken! 

A.  The  skin  of  the  ship  was  cracked  off. 

Q.  Did  you  follow  the  second  longitudinal  down! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  at  the  end! 

A.  I  followed  it  down  to  about  nine  frame  spaces.  I  found  a  plate 
on  which  this  longitudinal  was  attached  bent  underneath  the  keel  on 
the  afterpart  of  the  V. 

Q.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  longitudinal  at  the  end! 

A.  Broken  off  and  ragged. 

Q.  When  you  went  to  plate  B,  what  was  the  color  of  plate  B;  plat© 
plate  B  being  the  forward  one  inside  the  V! 

A.  Green  inside  the  V — Mclnniss's  paint. 

Q.  Did  you  follow  the  green  plate  along  to  the  flat  keel! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  How  does  the  keel  go  from  there! 

A.  I  followed  the  green  paint  along  the  ship's  bottom  until  I  foaoA 
the  fiat  part  of  the  keel.  I^  extended  down  and  over  to  port,  up  and 
over  to  starboard,  at  an  angle,  I  should  judge,  of  about  60  degrees 
from  the  bottom  of  the  mud  itself. 

Q.  Which  makes  the  angle  of  60  degrees,  the  one  going  forward  or 
the  one  going  aft! 

A.  The  angle  between  the  keel  and  the  mud  is  about  60  degrees. 

Q.  Did  you  find  the  forward  part  of  the  ship  and  the  keel  slopin? 
downward  ! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Aboat  how  many  degrees  t 

A.  It  seemed  to  me  that  this  part  of  the  ship  is  lying  on  the  star* 
board  side— the  starboard  side  on  the  mnd,  the  port  side  np,  and  the 
keel  to  port. 
Q.  Does  not  her  ram  seem  lower  than  her  after  part? 
A.  Tes,  sir;  it  does. 

Q.  What  inclination  does  her  keel  seem  to  be  to  horizontal? 
A.  Sixty  degrees  from  the  bottom. 

Q.  Abaft  both  of  these  V-shaped  plates^  how  does  the  keel  lay? 
A.  A  little  farther  to  starboard  and  amidships  I  found  the  continaa* 
tion  of  the  keel  and  broken  part.    The  inside  angle  irons  standing  up 
and  the  inside  and  outside  keel  plates  broken  off  for  the  space  of  about 
3  feet  from  the  bottom  angle  irons  and  vertical  keel,  and  sloping  down. 
Q.  What  direction  does  the  keel  take  then,  aft? 
A.  Almost  vertical,  going  down. 

Q.  About  how  long  a  space  do  you  think  it  goes  vertical? 
A.  About  20  feet,  I  should  judge. 
Q.  Then  what  does  it  do  ? 
A.  It  runs  aft  parallel  to  the  bottom. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  break  is  on  the  bottom ;  that  is,  that  part  that 
stands  vertical  and  the  part  that  stands  horizontal? 

A.  A  regular  bending.    It  bends  forward  and  then  it  bends  aft 

Q.  About  how  far  forward  does  it  bend? 

A.  About  2  feet. 

Q.  Referring  to  this  part  of  the  keel  which  stands  vertical,  how  much 
plate  is  attached  to  that  part  of  the  keel  which  stands  vertical? 

A.  The  bottom  plate  of  that  part  of  the  keel  extends  4  or  5  feet  on 
each  side  of  the  keel.    Some  places  along  these  I  slipped. 

Q.  You  went  down  again  on  the  forenoon  of  March  3,  which  was 
Thursday,  did  you  not? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  1  did. 

Q.  Did  you  have  orders  to  find  the  top  part  of  the  keel? 

A.  Which  top  part  of  the  keel  do  you  mean  ? 

Q.  The  inside  of  the  keel. 

A.  I  was  told  to  locate  the  keel  outside,  if  I  possibly  could. 

Q.  How  far  did  you  get  down  this  time? 

A.  1  went  down  over  the  break  and  followed  the  vertical  part  down 
to  where  it  bends  aft  again.  Afterwards  I  located  some  manholes  with 
%h  combings  around  it.  I  located  two  right  at  the  break  where  the 
keel  goes  aft  on  the  vertical  part,  and  two  farther  aft. 

Q«  Did  you  find  a  lightening  hole  the  first  frame  forward  of  the 
break! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  Did  you  measure  this  hole? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Do  you  remember  the  measure  in  both  cases? 

A.  Twelve  by  21  inches. 
,  Q*  Did  you  find  a  manhole  in  the  inner  skin  just  forward  of  the 
break! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

0*  Did  you  measure  that? 

^  Yes,  sir, 

Q-  Do  you  remember  the  measurements? 

A.  Fifteen  by  22  inches. 

Q-  You  found  a  four- way  pipe? 

^-  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Where! 

A.  Alongside  the  vertical  keel  forward  of  the  break.  The  smaller 
part  of  the  pipe  going  through  the  inner  skin  of  the  doable  bottom. 
This  pipe  was  3  inches  in  diameter,  inside  diameter  of  the  pipe,  and 
then  there  was  a  carved  pipe  going  through  the  vertical  keel.  This 
was  a  4- inch  pipe. 

Q.  Did  you  take  measurements  of  the  vertical  keel  at  this  time! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  large? 

A.  Thirty-six  inches  between  the  inner  and  outer  skin  of  the  doable 
bottom. 

Q.  You  found  several  other  manholes,  did  you  notf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  all  had  high  combings? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  high  would  you  say  these  combings  were? 

A.  About  3  inches. 

Q.  Now,  along  the  flat  part  of  the  keel,  which  is  abaft  the  vertical 
part,  did  you  find  the  inner  bottom  corrugated? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  In  what  way?    Describe  the  appearance  of  the  keel. 

A.  It  was  corrugated  right  over  the  keel.  I  am  sure  it  was  the 
inner  bottom.  The  corrugations  ran  fore  and  aft.  The  inside  skin  of 
these  plates  of  the  keel  were  bent  downward.  The  vertical  keel  stands 
up  and  the  inside  skin  alongside  of  it  slopes  downward  on  both  sides 
of  the  keel. 

Q.  In  accounting  for  the  depression  of  the  bottom  on  both  sides  of 
the  keel,  did  you  think  that  the  bottom  had  been  knocked  down  or  the 
keel  been  shoved  up? 

A.  It  may  have  been  from  the  keel  being  shoved  up,  or  the  inner 
plate  being  shoved  down;  I  could  not  tell  which. 

By  the  Court: 

Q.  Was  there  any  keel  in  the  bottom  at  this  place? 
A.  No,  sir.    That  part  of  the  bottom  seemed  all  right.    I  could  not 
go  further  on  account  of  the  wreckage. 

By  the  Judge-Advocate  : 

Q.  At  that  place,  how  much  bottom  was  there  on  each  side  of  the 
keel,  as  far  as  you  could  tell? 

A.  I  could  t(Bel  about  6  feet  on  each  side.  It  might  have  gon^ 
farther,  but  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  frame  you  were  at? 

A.  I  must  have  gone  abaft  of  frame  24. 

Q.  Did  you  find  some  6-pounder  ammunition? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  which  side  of  the  keel? 

A.  On  the  starboard  side  of  the  keel. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  6-inch  shell  there? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  On  which  side  of  the  keel? 

A.  On  the  starboard  side  of  the  keel? 

Q.  Did  you  send  the  shell  up  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  next  forenoon  you  went  down  again.  From  the  break  it^ 
the  vertical  keel,  which  way  did  you  go? 

A.  I  went  down  the  vertical  keel;  followed  the  flat  part  of  the  k< 
aft  and  worked  my  way  over  to  ataTY)oaTd. 
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Q.  What  did  yon  find  thenf 

A.  I  worked  my  way  over  to  starboard,  and  continuing  in  that  direc- 
tion I  found  a  light  box. 

Q.  Before  you  found  this  light  box  did  you  not  get  among  a  lot  of 
6-inch  shell  T 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  were  these  shell  from  the  keelf 
A.  It  must  have  been  abont  10  or  12  feet  on  tlie  stai'board  side. 
Q.  Are  you  sure  they  were  6-inch  shell  T 
A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  a  i>owder  tank  the  same  place  f 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Describe  the  tank;  6-inch  or  10-inch T 
A.  I  can  not  recoUect- 
Q.  Did  you  send  it  upT 
A.  I  sent  one  6-inch  drill  tank  up. 
Q.  Did  yon  then  work  your  way  over  to  starboard  f 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  did  you  findf 
A.  A  light  box. 

Q.  Where  was  that  light  box  made  fastf 

A.  It  was  made  fast  in  the  proper  light  box  in  which  the  lamps  go. 
I  lifted  up  the  cover  of  the  light  box  proper. 
Q.  Was  this  light  box  in  the  bulkhead  T 

A.  YeS;  sir;  between  the  coal  bunker  and  what  I  think  was  formerly 
the lOinch  magazine. 
Q.  How  do  you  knowt 

A.  The  10-inch  magazine  light  only  shows  one  light  in  the  drawings, 
which  shows  that  this  is  the  only  place  where  there  was  only  one  light. 
Q.  What  was  the  general  direction  of  the  bulkhead  that  you  found 
this  light  box  in  f 
A.  It  was  flat  and  lying  down. 
Q.  Which  way  was  it  l^nt  down  f 
A.  It  was  lying  flat  parallel  with  the  bottom. 
Q.  Had  it  been  bent  to  starboard  or  to  portf 
A.  Over  to  starboard. 
Q.  Did  you  feel  the  end  of  this  bulkhead  T 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  t 

A.  I  followed  the  continuation  of  this  bulkhead  down  abont  10  feet, 
and  underneath  it  I  crawled  into  the  double  bottom. 
Q'  Did  you  find  the  rungs  of  an  iron  ladder  there  T 
A.  Tes,  sir;  underneath  the  deadlight  in  the  bulkhead. 
Q*  Yoa  then  went  into  the  10-inch  magazine  as  you  suppose  T 
A.  Yes. 

Q*  Did  you  find  104nch  tanks  there  f 

A.  I  found  some  6-inch  shells  in  the  space;  some  of  them  had  sliilgs 
on  them  and  wooden  nose  pieces;  they  were  in  good  condition.    Dig- 
IPng  andemeath  these  shells  I  located  some  tanks. 
Q.  What  kind  of  tanks  T 
A.  I  should  judge  them  to  be  10-inch  tanks. 
Q*  Were  they  in  good  condition  T 

A.  I  could  not  teU.    I  could  only  feel  them  on  account  of  the  shell 
l^ng  on  top  of  them,  but  they  showed  that  they  were  tanks  by  their 
Bbape. 
Q-  Did  you  find  in  jonr  dive  any  cntlaaa  or  scabbard  1 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  foand  a  scabbard. 
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Q.  Where  t 

A.  I  foand  one  on  this  plate,  going  from  the  light  box  down  about  1 
feet  and  in  the  doable  bottom,  a  scabbard  and  gas  check  disks  in  pad 
which  I  sent  np. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  paymaster's  stores  on  top  of  the  tanks  yon  wei 
just  speaking  about? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  found  canned  goods,  some  low-cut  paymaster's  shoe 

Q.  Did  you  find  a  piece  of  w<K>den  grating  from  the  floor  of  the  ma] 
azinef 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did.    I  sent  it  up. 

Q.  Had  it  been  burned? 

A.  I  could  not  tell.    Mr.  Powelson  looked  at  it  after  it  came  np. 

Q.  You  went  down  again  Saturday  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go? 

A.  I  went  aft,  trying  to  locate  the  armor  plate. 

Q.  Did  you  find  anything  that  looked  to  you  like  a  boiler? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  it  looked  to  me  like  a  boiler,  but  I  did  not  stay  dowi 
there  long  enough  to  get  a  good  look  at  it.    It  was  very  dark. 

Q.  Was  it  very  much  out  of  shape? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  then  walked  over  to  starboard,  I  believe,  after  walking  aft 
and  found  a  plate. 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  please  describe  this  plate  that  you  found? 

A.  I  found  a  plate  with  angle  iron —  V-iron.  These  irons  were  aboni 
12  inches  apart,  forming  a  regular  square  in  two  rows. 

Q.  What  direction  was  this  plate  standing  in? 

A.  Up  and  over  to  starboard,  standing  at  an  angle  up  and  leaning 
to  starboard. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  cellulose? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  found  the  cellulose  compartment. 

Q.  Where  were  you  then? 

A.  I  must  have  been  at  the  midship  line  of  tlie  ship  on  the  pon 
side  aft. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  midship  line  of  the  ship?  About  the  plaa 
of  the  crane? 

A.  YeSy  sir;  about  somewhere  in  that  line. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  this  was  cellulose? 

A.  Yes,  sir.  I  took  it  out  in  my  hand  and  looked  at  it.  It  wa 
packed  in  the  compartment. 

Q.  What  was  the  size  of  the  compartment  and  the  shaiie  of  the  coni 
partment  that  the  cellulose  was  in? 

A.  I  could  feel  the  outside  and  inside  skin  of  this  compartment.  I 
must  have  been  3  or  4  feet  wide  from  the  inside  to  the  outside 
It  might  have  been  larger  or  smaller — 4  feet  I  judge  it  to  b< 
It  was  standing  np  and  pointed,  one  pointing  alt  about  the  pot 
quarter  and  the  other  pointing  forward  to  the  starboard  bow.  It  wa 
way  abaft.  I  know  exactly  where  24  frame  is;  it  is  20  or  30  feet  abal 
frame  24. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  the  forward  end  of  the  belt  is— the  armo 
belt? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  frame  is  that? 
A,  About  frame  30. 
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By  tbe  J  udoe- Ad  voc  ate  : 

Q.  Did  you  after  this  lift  up  a  couple  of  plates  and  throw  them  aside  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  they  t 

A.  They  were  below  this  portion  described — below  and  forward  of  the 
cellalose  compartment.  I  picked  up  a  6-inch  powder  tank.  This  tank 
was  full  of  powder,  the  bottom  and  head  of  the  tank  being  on  the  tank. 

Q.  Did  yon  send  this  tank  npf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  a  lot  of  other  broken  tanks  aboat  heref 
A.  Yes,  sir;  a  lot  of  them  split  in  the  seam.  On  the  head  of  this 
tank  I  sent  np  there  was  a  lot  of  black  mud.  We  dried  it  and  found  it 
was  powder.  Where  all  the  broken  tanks  were  I  could  pick  np  a  lot  of 
this  mud.  I  found  that  mud  in  several  places  around  that  place,  and  I 
think  it  is  all  powder.  I  can  tell  the  difference  between  these  and  the 
mod  which  is  outside  the  bottom  of  the  ship.  This  is  very  black,  and 
tiiemad  on  the  outside  turns  a  ^eenish  color  when  you  stir  it  up. 

Q.  What  made  you  think  it  was  powder,  only  the  color  of  it? 

A.  I  tried  to  burn  some,  and  it  burned  all  right. 

Q.  Who  made  this  experiment? 

A.  Chief  gunner's  mate  of  the  New  YorTc^  Fisher. 

Q.  You  were  there  t 

A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  there  is  plenty  of  this  black  mud  around  the  ship? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  esi>ecialiy  where  the  broken  tanks  are  you  will  find 
Bome  of  that  mud  all  around.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  tanks  in  this 
place  had  been  spilled  all  around. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  this  morning  in  the  way  of  diving T 

A.  I  went  down,  took  a  lead  line  down  plumb  in  line  with  the  ship. 
I  came  up  again ;  I  made  a  line  fast  at  the  broken  part  of  the  keel,  and 
then  I  went  down  again,  and  was  towed  outside,  clear  of  the  ship,  and 
was  told  to  go  down  and  see  if  I  could  find  any  coal.  I  went  aft  until 
I  came  to  the  break  where  the  armor  ends,  and  could  not  find  any  sign 
of  coal  on  the  port  side. 

Q.  How  &r  away  from  the  ship  did  you  walk  when  you  were  looking 
for  coal! 

A.  I  must  have  walked  about  20  feet  out — and  I  walked  in  a  zigzag 
oat  and  in,  20  feet  clear — and  back  again  to  where  the  armor  ends. 

Q.  How  far  forward  did  you  commence  the  search? 

A.  I  started  forward,  about  at  the  ram,  a  little  further  out,  and  as 
&r  forward  as  the  ram. 

Q.  When  you  put  your  lead  down  had  yon  found  the  ram  itself  f 

A.  Tbe  end  of  the  ram;  that  is,  the  bow  of  the  ship  itself,  was  down 
in  the  mud.  I  should  judge  the  place  was  about  6  feet  from  the  bow, 
that  part  of  the  keel  and  the  ram  being  about  6  feet  apart,  and  the 
flat  part  of  the  keel  sloping  forward  at  this  point.  The  ram  itself  I 
Bhoald  judge  to  be  about  6  feet. 

Q.  Did  you  find  the  ram  plates  f 

A.  X^^^  sir. 

Q.  And  you  were  well  forward  of  the  afterend  of  the  ram  plates  f 

A.  Yes,  sir.  I  could  not  feel  the  afterpart  of  the  ram  plate.  It 
extends  underneath  the  side. 

0*  What  is  the  condition  of  the  ship's  side  under  the  after  one  of  the 
two  V-shaped  plates  t 

A.  Going  down  about  half-way  down,  on  the  after  end  of  B,  and  then 
g^ing  onto  the  ship's  bottom  properly,  I  found  two  dents  extendViifg 
between  two  frames  and  balgedJDto  the  sbip^a  bottom  itself. 
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>     Q.  Are  these  two  dents  in  a  horizontal  linef 

A.  They  are  in  a  parallel  line  to  the  keel. 

Q.  How  deep  should  you  say  they  weret 

A.  About  3  or  4  inches  deep. 

Q.  And  about  what  is  their  diameter?  ^ 

A.  About  4  feet  in  diameter. 

Q.  Is  there  a  frame  between  the  two  dents  T 

A.  It  looks  so  from  the  outside. 

The  judge-advocate  requested  that  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
ness be  not  read  to  him  by  the  stenographer,  but  that  he  be  directed  to 
rei)ort  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  he  will  be  furnished  with 
so  much  of  the  record  as  contains  his  testimony,  and  asked  to  withdraw 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same,  upon  the  completion  of  which  he  will 
be  again  called  before  the  court  and  be  given  an  opix>rtunity  to  amend 
his  testimony  as  recorded  or  pronounce  it  correct.  The  request  was 
granted,  and  the  witness  was  instructed  accordingly;  whereupon  he 
withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president  not  to  discuss  matten 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Naval  Oadet  Oluyebius,  U.  S.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was  recalled 
and  warned  by  the  president  that  he  was  still  under  the  oath  that  he 
had  taken. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

Q.  Were  you  the  mate  of  the  berth  deck  of  the  Maine  at  the  time  of 
her  destruction  f 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  were  your  duties  as  regards  the  securing  of  the  ship  for 
the  night  t 

A.  The  duties  I  had  in  securing  the  ship  for  the  night  were  to  instruct 
the  i>ersons  in  charge  of  such  departments  as  by  the  ship  regulations 
were  to  be  closed  at  sunset  that  these  departments  were  to  l^  closed, 
and  that  the  tag  keys  placed  upon  the  keyboard,  which  was  at  the  for- 
ward part  of  the  engine  room  hatch  in  compartment  GlOO,  were  placed 
there. 

Q.  What  part  of  this  duty  did  you  do  that  night  T 

A.  I  was  on  watch  frt)m  4  until  8,  and  did  not  personally  instruct  the 
men  in  charge  of  these  compartments,  but  had  warned  them  the  night 
before,  and  I  remember  that  they  had  all  been  turned  in  the  night 
before,  and  on  the  night  of  February  15  I  am  almost  positive  that 
these  men  reported  to  me  that  their  compartments  were  closed  while  I 
was  ofiQcer  of  the  deck. 

Q.  Did  you  look  at  the  keyboard  that  night  T 

A.  Yes,  sir;  when  I  was  relieved  for  my  dinner,  in  passing  the  key- 
board I  glanced  at  it  and  remember  seeing  the  numbers  solid. 

Q.  Were  the  regular  8  p.  m.  reports  ms^e  to  you  that  night  f 

A.  They  were,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  Seaman  Neilson,  temporarily  in  charge  of  the 
hold,  a  reliable  manf 

A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Had  the  magazines  or  shell  rooms  or  any  of  them  been  opea 
during  your  tour  of  duty,  the  dog  watches  that  day! 

A.  To  my  knowledge  they  had  not,  sir. 

Q.  Had  any  of  them  been  reported  to  you  as  open  when  you  took 
the  deck  T 

A.  They  had  not. 
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ere  being  no  fortlier  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
read  over  to  liim  by  tbe  stenographer,  and  by  him  pronoanced  cor- 
;  whereupon  lie  iKrithdreWf  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

le  court  tben  (at  3.30  p.  m.)  adjourned  until  to«morrow  Tuesday. 
eb  8, 1898.  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


U.  S.  L.  H.  Tender  MANOSovEy 
Harbor  of  Havana^  10  a.  m.,  Tuesday j  March  8, 1898. 

he  court  met  pursuant  to  the  ac^ournment  of  yesterday^ 

resent:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the 

lographer. 

"he  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  then  read  over  and  approved. 

limner's  Mate  T.  Smith,  XT.  S.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was  then 
ailed,  and  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was  still 
ler  the  oath  he  had  taken. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate: 

i.  Have  you  done  any  diving  at  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  since  your 

t  testimony  was  given  before  this  court  f 

i.  Yes,  sir. 

).  To  whom  did  you  report  the  results  of  your  searches  f 

L  Ensign  Powelson. 

).  When  you  made  these  reports  were  they  as  truthful  as  if  you  had 

en  under  oath  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  going  down  on  Monday  morning,  February  28 1 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  down  T 

A.  I  went  down  along  the  after  wing  which  forms  the  V. 

Q.  Did  you  find  the  first  longitudinSf 

A.  The  first  longitudinal;  yes,  sir. 

Q*  Did  you  find  the  bottom  plate  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  its  condition  f 

A.  Condition,  it  was  good. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  bottom  plate  broken  with  the  edges  pushed  in  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  f 

A.  The  lower  edges  of  the  wing,  and  all  around  the  edges  of  it  was 

^ken  and  jagged. 

Q-  Was  it  pushed  in  from  the  green  paint  f 

A.  It  comes  closer  to  the  forward  part  of  where  it  forms  the  V  as 

^Q  go  down  deep,  and  it  has  a  sort  of  corrugated  shape  to  it. 

Q*  You  went  down  again  on  the  afbemoou  of  the  same  day,  did  you 

m 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  You  were  sent  down,  I  believe,  to  look  for  a  circular  hole.    Do  you 

imemberf 

A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  I  was  sent  down  for. 
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Q.  Where  did  you  locate  it! 

A.  Between  the  sixth  and  seventh  frame,  and  from  the  water's  edge 
down. 

Q.  What  was  the  natare  of  the  holef 

A.  It  was  a  circular  hole,  sir,  like  one  that  had  been  there.  There 
was  just  half  of  it  there  with  the  rivet  holes. 

By  theOouBT: 

Q.  The  rivet  holes  were  in  a  straight  line? 
A.  No,  sir;  in  a  circular  line. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Did  you  find  a  number  of  6-pound  shell  there? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  cartridges  on  themf 

A.  Just  the  shell,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  morning  of  March  2,  which  is  Wednesday  morning,  yoa 
went  down  again,  I  believe? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  your  purpose  in  going  down  that  time;  do  yoa 
remember? 

A.  I  remember  it  was  to  find  where  the  break  of  the  vertical  keel  was. 

Q.  Did  you  take  anything  with  you  for  measurements? 

A.  A  ?-foot  rule,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  thickness  of  the  vertical  keel  as  you  found  it? 

A.  About  5^  inches,  sir,  on  the  flange. 

Q.  You  found  a  four-way  pipe,  did  you  not? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  measure  the  distance  from  the  vertical-keel  break  to  tbe 
next  frame  forward? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  what  this  measurement  was? 

A.  Thirty-six  inches,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  width  of  the  inner  keel  plate? 

A.  The  inner  keel  plate  was  37  inches. 

Q.  You  went  down  again  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  did  yoa 
not? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  looked  then  for  the  keel  and  found  the  vertical  part,  did  yoa 
not? 

A.  Yes,  sir.   The  horizontal  part  abaft  the  part  which  is  now  vertical. 

Q.  Abaft  the  vertical  part  ? 

A   Y'es  sir 

Q.'  What  did  you  find  ? 

A.  I  found  the  vertical  keel  lying  in  a  horizontal  position. 

Q.  Did  you  find  a  10-inch  shell  there? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  else? 

A.  A  powder  tank. 

Q.  What  else? 

A.  A  bunch  of  knapsacks.    I  sent  them  up  from  below. 

Q.  Did  you  find  a  swab? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  found  a  big  magazine  swab. 

Q.  Was  it  burnt? 

A.  No,  sir;  it  waa  not. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  bend  has  the  keel  where  it  eroes  to  the  horizootal 
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A.  It  fonns  a  sort  of  a  V  in  there  with  the  two  angle  irons  that  are 
bolted  to  the  vertical  keel,  and  also  bolted  to  the  akin  of  the  doable 
bottom,  which  is  broken  right  in  the  corner  where  it  forms  the  V. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  that  the  keel  first  bends  forward  and  then  goes 
aft! 

A.  It  first  goes  forward  and  then  goes  aft. 

Q.  What  is  the  distance,  do  yon  think,  that  it  goes  forward? 

A.  Thirty-six  inches,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  then  went  down  the  keel  into  the  mndf 

A.  Yes,  sir  J  I  went  off  to  the  bottom  of  the  plate. 

Q.  What  did  yon  find  thei^  in  the  mad  where  the  fiat  keel  goes  into 
the  mndf 

A.  I  do  not  remember  what  I  fonnd  there. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  finding  a  hole  in  the  mad  f 

A.  Yes,  but  in  a  different  place,  sir.  It  is  by  the  bow  where  I  fonnd 
the  hole. 

Q.  Now  tell  as  exactly  where  yoa  foand  that  hole. 

A.  I  foUowed  the  forward  part  of  the  wing  that  forms  the  V  down 
Qutil  I  came  to  the  mad.  I  took  a  coaple  of  steps  aft  and  felt  the 
Tertical  keel  again,  and  followed  it  down  nntil  I  came  to  the  mad;  then 
I  was  standing  np  straight  an  til  I  could  take  my  two  hands  so  [wit- 
ness illustrated  by  extending  his  arms  horizontally]^  out  that  way,  and 
feel  the  mad  all  around. 

Q.  How  deep  was  this  hole,  do  you  think  f 

A.  I  should  judge  7  feet. 

Q.  How  wide  was  it — the  diameter,  I  mean  f 

A.  About  the  same,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  bottom  of  the  hole  hai*d  at  this  place f 

A.  The  mud  was  a  little  harder  than  the  other  mud.  You  would  not 
sink  over  18  inches  in  that  mud. 

Q.  Can  you  locate  this  hole? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  the  frames,  where  was  it?  Locate  it  with  the  two  V-shaped 
plates.    Was  it  forward  of  the  after  V-shaped  plate f 

A.  The  hole  was  about  under  the  forward  V-shaped  plate.  The 
largest  part  of  the  hole  is  on  the  port  side  of  the  ship.  The  keel  can 
Hot  be  felt  from  the  hole,  and  it  seemed  to  be  under  the  forward  part  of 
the  forward  V-shai)ed  plate. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  in  this  hole? 

A.  I  found  a  tin  I  should  judge  to  be  about  20  inches  long  and  10 
inches  square.  It  looked  like  a  can  made  up  in  a  square,  and  20  inches 
loDg.  There  was  a  place  where  a  big  square  hole  had  been  with  a 
gasket.    I  sent  it  up  to  Mr.  Powelson. 

Q.  Were  you  down  yesterday  afternoon? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  to  the  court  what  you  found. 

.A.  I  was  land^  on  top  of  the  boiler — the  forward  boiler  on  the  port 
"ide.  What  I  found  of  it  seemed  to  be  in  good  condition.  Between 
that  boiler  and  the  forward  athwartship  bulkhead  I  found  two  10-inch 
f^ells  and  a  6-inch  powder  tank,  and  also  a  large  copper  pipe,  about  4 
^cbes  in  diameter.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say  about  that  for  the  present. 

Q*  Where  was  this  bulkhead,  in  regard  to  the  boiler? 

A.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  between  that  boiler  and  some  other  boiler. 

0*  Was  it  forward  of  the  boiler  or  abaft  the  boiler? 

A.  It  was  abaft  the  boiler. 

Q*  Did  you  send  the  10-inch  tank  upt 

S.  Doc.  207 Jd 
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A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  was  its  coDditionf 

A.  It  was  split  in  the  seam,  the  same  as  the  rest. 

Q.  Nothing  in  itf 

A.  Excelsior. 

Q.  You  have  no  other  report  to  make  of  yesterday's  diving,  h 
yout 

A.  No,  sir;  I  was  hanled  up  at  that  time. 

Q.  What  is  fast  to  the  keel  which  now  stands  up  and  downf 

A.  The  vertical  keel.  On  the  starbosird  side  there  is  the  inner  f 
of  the  double  bottom  made  fast  to  it,  and  on  the  i^ort  side  part  of 
way  it  is  torn  off. 

Q.  Torn  off  altogether  f 

A.  In  some  places  on  the  port  side  it  is  torn  off  altogether. 

Q.  What  appearance  does  it  make  next  to  the  keel ;  which  way  c 
it  bulge! 

A.  From  the  present  position  of  the  keel  it  bulges  aft. 

Q.  Were  the  keel  horizontal  would  it  bulge  upf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  All  this  is  the  inner  bottom? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  that  part  of  the  keel  in  the  inner  bend  where  the  inner  bot 
is  torn  from  the  keel,  can  you  tell  us  anything  of  the  condition  of 
outer  bottom  t 

A.  No,  sir;  I  can  not.    I  would  have  to  walk  around  there  and 
that  out  to  see  what  condition  it  is  in. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness  he  was  dire< 

to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  appear  before  the  court  whenever  he 

further  testimony  to  give;  whereupon,  after  beiug  cautioned  by 

president  not  to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdi 

The  court  was  then  cleared  (at  11.40  a.  m.)  for  further  discussion 

The  doors  being  opened,  the  court  at  12.30  took  a  recess  until  2  p 

The  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 

Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  and 

stenographer. 

Naval  Constructor  J.  B.  Hoover  appeared  as  a  witness  before 
court  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  rank,  and  station. 

A.  John  B.  Hoover,  naval  constructor,  United  States  Navy. 

Q.  Were  you  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  assist 
court  of  inquiry  in  their  workt 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Have  you  visited  the  wreck  of  the  Maine,  and  examined  a 
portions  as  are  above  water  f 

A.  I  have. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  three  portions  of  wreck  which  are  in  a  f 
and-aft  line  some  distance  forward  of  the  middle  superstructure f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  identify  the  after  one  of  these  three  of  this  wreckage 

A.  I  can.  It  is  a  portion  of  the  ship  from  frame  17  showing  a  ] 
tion  of  the  second  longitudinal,  and  main  frame  17,  and  Uie  out 
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platings  doubled — ^thrown  iip  and  doubled  to  starboard.    Bottom  plat- 
ings thrown  up  and  doubled  back. 

Q.  What  is  the  direction  of  frame  17  with  regard  to  the  fore-andafb 
line  of  the  ship  at  she  now  lies? 

A.  Frame  17  !  In  relation  to  the  fore-and-aft  line  of  the  ahipf  Well, 
it  is  canted.    The  port  frame  is  come  up  and  gone  over  to  starboard. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  center  line  of  the  ship  does  the  doubling  in  the 
plate  occur  T 
A.  I  can  not  say. 

Q.  The  frame  17  which  appe^ars  above  water,  you  say,  how  near  was 
that  to  the  vertical  keel  when  in  its  normal  state  f 
A.  About  5  feet  from  the  middle  line  of  the  ship. 
Q.  Did  you  measure  the  distance  of  ^me  17  from  some  part  of  the 
ship  which  is  in  its  normal  position  f 

A«  Yes.  I  measured  the  distance  from  the  after  funnel,  which  is  at 
frame  43,  and  which  is  about  93  feet  6  inches ;  that  is,  to  the  after  object 
seen. 

Q.  What  would  have  been  that  distance  had  the  ship  been  in  its 
original  shape  from  frame  43  to  frame  17  Y 
A.  It  would  be  103  feet  and  one-half. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  the  next  object  forward  of  this  onef  What  is 
that! 

A.  That  is  a  i)ortion  of  the  protective  deck  abreast  of  the  chain 
locker. 
Q.  Which  side  of  the  protective  deckf 
A.  The  port  side. 

Q.  Did  you  measure  that  from  the  same  normal  part  of  the  shipf 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  the  distance! 
A.  109  feet  6  inches. 

Q.  What  would  that  distance  have  been  with  the  ship  in  its  normal 
condition! 

A.  That  was  opposite  the  chain  lockers.  It  ought  to  be  just  the 
same,  103  feet  6  inches. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  the  the  third  piece  of  wreckage  forward  of  the 
second! 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  you  identify  that  to  be! 

A.  As  a  portion  of  the  berth  deck,  but  broken  off  at  frame  19  with 
the  part  of  the  cellulose  compartment  bulkhead  attached  to  it,  and 
showing  one  scupper  hole,  going  up  from  frame  19  and  taking  in  frames 
18  and  17. 
Q.  Which  side  of  the  berth  deck  was  this! 

A.  That  was  on  the  i>ort  side,  and  it  was  twisted  right  around  to 
starboard  looking  forward. 
Q.  What  was  the  distance  from  the  same  normal  point  in  the  ship! 
A.  That  would  be  130  feet. 

Q.  Then,  according  to  your  statement,  the  lower  portion  of  the  ship 
xiear  the  keel,  at  frame  17,  was  thrown  up  and  abaft  the  same  portion 
of  the  ship  at  a  higher  deck. 

A.  Thrown  up  and  abaft  the  same  portion  of  the  ship  at  the  berth 
deck  and  at  the  protective  deck. 

Q.  The  part  of  the  protective  deck  was  thrown  up  between  the  lower 
portion  and  the  berth  deck  portion,  was  it  not! 
A.  Yes. 
Q.  Did  yon  examine  the  line  of  keel  which  these  three  piecea  ot 
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wreckage  show  voa  and  compare  it  with  the  line  of  keel  in  the  after 
part  of  the  ship  f 

A.  I  did  in  this  way  only — ^by  sighting  through  as  near  as  I  could  see. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  that  this  line  of  keel  in  the  wreck  is  in  line  with  the 
after  keel  line  of  the  ship? 

A.  They  are  on  the  port  side  of  the  original  keel. 

Q.  How  muchf 

A.  In  the  neighborhood  of  4  to  5  feet,  but  they  are  canted  to  star- 
board. 

Q.  Were  you  able  to  see  anything  below  water  at  these  three  pieces 
of  wreckage  f 

A.  Nothing  that  I  could  recognize. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  According  to  your  statement,  these  three  pieces  of  wreckage — tbe 
bottom  of  the  ship,  the  protective  deck,  and  the  berth  deck — all  three 
of  which  show  above  the  water  at  present,  and  all  coming  from  points 
which  were  nearly  in  the  same  vertical  plane:  Now,  then,  the  piece  of 
the  berth  deck,  forward  portion  of  the  three,  which  is  now  forward  of 
the  other  two. 

A.  The  protective  deck  comes  next  and  the  bottom  comes  last 
Then  tbe  bottom  of*  the  ship,  as  it  now  stands,  has  been  turned  nearly 
90  degrees — revolved  nearly  90  degrees. 

Q.  The  protective  deck  has  been  revolved  how  muchf 

A.  About  the  same. 

Q.  And  the  berth  deck  f 

A.  The  berth  deck,  I  think,  a  little  more  than  the  others.  It  seems 
to  be  twisted  more. 

Q.  With  these  three  decks,  one  above  the  other,  the  upper  one  has 
gone  forward  and  been  turned  through  an  angle  of  90  degrees? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  all  these  pieces  that  show  above  water  belong  to  the  port 
side  on  the  port  side  of  the  keel? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Except  the  protective  deck?    Is  that  on  the  port  side? 

A.  The  protective  deck  is  on  the  port  side  also,  but  not  all  of  it 

Q.  Yes,  but  what  there  is  on  it  came  from  the  port  side? 

A.  I  did  not  mean  that,  exactly. 

Q.  What  x>osition  does  the  forward  6-inch  magazine  occupy  with 
reference  to  this  portion  of  the  bottom  of  the  ship,  the  protective  deck, 
and  tbe  berth  deck  which  have  been  displaced  as  described? 

A.  The  forward  part  of  the  6-inch  magazine  is  just  below  the  three 
pieces  of  deck  as  they  originally  were.  The  forward  6-inch  magazine 
begins  at  frame  18.  The  wreckage  goes  from  17  to  19.  18  is  a  water-tight 
bulkhead.  The  magazine  goes  from  18  to  21.  There  are  two  maga- 
zines there.    In  18  to  21  is  the  forward  magazine. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  he  was  directed 
to  appear  tomorrow,  to  read  his  testimony,  at  10  a.  m.;  and  atler  being 
warned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse  regarding  the 
inquiry  he  withdrew. 

Carpenter  Helm,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was  recalled  and 
warned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was  still  under  oath  which 
he  had  taken. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Advocate  : 
Q»  Since  you  have  given  your  last  testimony  before  this  court  have 
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jm  made  an  examioatioii  of  that  i)ortioii  of  the  wreck  of  the  Maine 
which  is  above  the  water  Y 
A.  TeSy  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  the  three  portions  of  wreckage  which  appeared 
in  a  normal  fore-and-ait  line  some  distance  forward  of  the  middle  snper- 
stractnref 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  yon  identify  the  after  one  of  these  three  pieces  of  wreckage  t 
A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  a  piece  of  ontside  plating  with  second  longitudinal, 
frame  17  and  frame  18. 

Q.  How  near  the  keel  is  that  x>ortion  of  frame  17  which  you  see  above 
the  water  T 
A.  Aboat  10  feet. 

Q.  Can  you  identify  the  second  piece  of  wreckage — ^the  one  forward 
of  thisf 

A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  protective  deck,  in  wake  of  the  sheet-chain 
locker,  on  the  port  side.    The  highest  point  is  frame  18,  being  below 
frame  17,  and  frame  16  just  under  the  water. 
Q.  Are  these  three  frames  18, 17,  and  16  in  a  vertical  line? 
A.  Well,  they  are  at  about  an  angle  of  nearly  about  60  degrees. 
Q.  Is  the  upper  frame  forward  or  aftf 
A.  The  upper  frame  is  forward. 
Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  upper  frame  T 
A.  Eighteen  is  the  highest  one. 
Q.  What  is  the  third  and  forward  piece  of  wreckage? 
A.  That  is  part  of  the  first  deck  bulkhead  which  helped  to  form  the 
eellolose  compartment.    The  highest  point  is  frame  19, 18  next,  and  17 
is  aader  the  water.    The  pipe  hole  through  that  deck  belongs  to  one  of 
the  forward  scuppers. 
Q.  What  is  the  general  direction  of  these  three  frames  19, 1 8,  and  17  T 
A.  I  guess  they  would  be  pretty  near  at  an  angle  of  80  degrees  from 
the  borizontal. 
Q.  The  top  one  forward  or  aft? 
A.  No.  19  forward. 

Q.  Which  side  of  the  berth  deck  and  what  portion  of  it  do  you  iden- 
tify this  as  being? 
A.  Port  side,  frame  19. 

Q.  And  the  cellulose  bulkhead  is  also  from  the  port  side? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  these  three  pieces  of  wreckage  seem  to  you  to  be  twisted 
aroniid? 

A.  From  aft  to  forward  they  are  twisted  about  90  degrees  and  turned 
completely  around. 

By  the  Ooubt  : 

Q.  What  was  originally  the  relative  xiositions  of  these  three  pieces 
of  wreckage? 

A.  WeU,  they  were  all  parta  of  decks  running  fore  and  aft.  They 
were  practically  in  a  vertical  x>osition  over  one  another.  19, 18,  and 
17  are  within  the  vicinity  of  16, 17, 18,  and  19  frames. 

Q.  How  do  you  think  they  got  into  their  present  condition  ? 

A.  That  is  beyond  me,  Gaptain. 

Q.  Are  they  M  in  the  same  position  with  reference  to  the  horizontal 
that  they  were  originally? 

A  No,  they  are  thrown  forward  of  one  another.    They  are  right  for- 
ward of  one  another.    The  inner  bottom  seems  to  come  right  up  and 
over.    The  b^rth  deck  extends  nearly  vertical  noWy  with  the  upper  eidft 
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of  the  deck  to  poit.  The  protective  deck  stands  about  60  degrees  to 
port  and  slants  about  60  degrees  to  vertical.  The  upper  side  faces  for- 
ward. The  top  of  the  protective  deck  faces  also  to  port  and  slightly 
forward. 

Q.  Taking  the  superstructure  of  the  ship  between  frames  18  and  24, 
which  do  you  regard  as  affording  the  greater  resistance,  the  pressure 
from  the  interior  or  the  exterior  t 

A.  I  think  the  double  bottom. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Where  were  the  knapsacks  and  infantry  equipments  stowed  in  the 
Maine? 
A.  I  think  they  were  stowed  in  the  compartment  All. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness  he  was  directed 
to  appear  to-morrow  at  10  a.  m.  to  read  over  his  testimony ;  whereupon, 
after  being  warned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  discuss  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

Oonsul-General  Fitzhugh  Lee  appeared  as  a  witness  before  the 
court,  and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Examined  by  the  Judge-Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name  and  your  official  position. 

A.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  United  States  consul-general  at  Havana. 

Q.  When  were  you  first  notified  of  the  intended  arrival  of  the  battle 
ship  Maine  f 

A.  Twenty-fourth  of  January,  1898.  I  have  the  telegram  here  and 
will  read  it: 

It  18  the  purpose  of  thie  Government  to  resume  the  friendly  nayal  visits  at  Oaban 
ports.  In  that  view  the  Maine  will  call  at  the  port  of  Havana  in  a  day  or  two. 
Please  arrange  for  the  friendly  interchange  of  calls  with  the  authorities. 

Day. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  receipt  of  this  telegram  did  the  Maine  arrivet 

A.  She  arrived  the  next  morning,  at  about  11  o'clock,  I  think. 

Q.  Had  you  notified  the  authorities  at  Havana  of  her  intended 
arrival! 

A.  After  receiving  that  telegram  I  went  down  to  the  palace  and  no- 
tified the  authorities,  and  read  the  telegram  to  them.  That  was  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  24th  of  January.  Immediately  after  having  received 
the  telegram  above  referred  to  I  sent  the  following  reply  to  the  State 
Department : 

Havana,  January  24. 

Advise  visit  be  postponed  six  or  seven  days  to  give  last  excitement  more  time  to 
disaupear.  Will  see  authorities  and  let  yon  know.  Governor-Qeneral  away  for  two 
weeKS.    I  should  know  day  and  hour  visit. 

Lkk. 

The  following  morning  I  sent  the  following  telegram  to  the  State 
Department: 

[In  cipher.] 

Havana,  January  go. 

At  an  interview  authorities  profess  to  think  United  States  has  ulterior  pur- 
pose in  sending  ship.  Say  it  will  obstruct  autonomy,  produce  excitement,  and  most 
probably  a  demonstration.  Ask  that  it  is  not  done  until  they  can  get  instmctioiis 
from  Madrid,  and  say  that  if  for  friendly  purposes,  as  claimed,  delay  unimportant 
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And  after  arrival  of  the  Maine  I  sent  the  following  telegram  to  the 
Department: 

Havana,  Janttary  S5, 

Ship  quietly  arrived,  11  a.  m.  to-day;  no  demonHtration  so  far. 

Lks. 

After  sending  the  telegram  of  the  24th  I  received  the  following  reply 
on  the  25th: 

Maine  has  been  ordered.  Will  probably  arrive  at  Havana  some  time  to-morrow, 
Tneeday.  Can  not  tell  hoar.  Possibly  early.  Cooperate  with  the  anthorities  for 
her  friendly  visit.    Keep  us  advised  by*  frequent  telegrams. 

Day. 

There  being  no  farther  qnestions  to  ask  the  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  by  the  stenographer  and  by  him  prononnced  cor- 
rect; wherenpon  he  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  discnss  matters  i)ertainiug  to  the  inqniry. 

The  court  then  (at  5  p.  m.)  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  Wednesday, 
March  9,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


XJ.  8.  L.  H.  Tender  Mangrove, 
Harbor  of  Havana^  Wednesday ^  March  5, 1S98 — 10  a.  m. 

The  court  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  yesterday,  the  twelfth 
day  of  the  inquiry. 

Present:  All  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the 
stenographer. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Naval  Constructor  Hoover  appeared  before  the  court. 

By  the  Judob-Advocatb  : 

Q.  Have  you  read  over  the  testimony  which  you  gave  yesterday 
before  this  court  t 
A.  I  have. 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  Y 
A.  It  is. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

Carpenter  Helm  appeared  before  the  coui*t. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q-  Have  you  read  over  the  testimony  which  you  gave  before  the 
court  yesterday! 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded? 
A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is. 

The  witness  then  withdrew^  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  discuss  matters  pertainmg  to  the  inquiry. 
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Ensign  W.  V.  N.  Powblson,  U.  8.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was 
recalled,  and,  having  been  warned  by  the  president  that  he  was  still 
under  the  oath  he  had  previously  taken,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  th  ^  Judge- Ad vooatb  : 

Q.  Have  you  read  over  the  testimony  which  you  gave  before  this 
court  last  Monday  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded! 

A.  With  one  exception.  On  page  492,  third  line  from  the  bottom, 
next  to  the  last  word,  change  "of  to  "with.'' 

Q.  Is  your  testimony  as  amended  now  correct! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Since  giving  that  testimony  have  you  taken  an  angle  which  would 
show  the  position  of  the  ram  with  regard  to  the  keel  of  the  shipf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  how  you  dia  it,  and  the  resnltt 

A.  I  sent  a  diver  down  to  make  a  lead  line  fast  as  near  to  the  point 
on  the  ram  as  possible.  He  could  not  find  the  point  of  the  ram,  as  it 
was  in  the  mud,  and  he  made  his  lead  line  fast  to  some  weights  along- 
side a  ram  plate  at  a  distance  which  he  estimated  from  the  curve  of 
the  keel  at  that  point  and  the  stem  of  the  ship  to  be  about  5  feet 
abaft  the  ram  point.  I  sent  a  man  out  in  a  boat  to  plumb  this  point  on 
the  ram  plate.  I  also  sent  a  diver  down  to  make  a  line  fast  to  the  verti- 
cal keel  where  this  broken  place  occurs  at  frame  18.  I  then  got  in  a 
boat  and  plambed  this  latter  point,  and  took  an  angle  between  the 
plumb  line  of  the  armor  plate  and  the  center  of  the  after  funnel  of  the 
MainCj  which  occupied  probably  its  original  position. 

This  angle  I  measured  to  be  104^.  Standing  in  the  same  position  I 
measured  an  angle  between  the  funnel  to  which  I  have  referred  and  the 
mainmast  of  the  ship.  The  angle  was  2<^  10'.  I  was  at  that  time  to 
X>ort  of  the  line  connecting  the  funnel  and  the  mainmast.  I  took  a 
measurement  with  a  tape  line  from  the  plumb  of  the  ram  and  the 
plumb  of  the  break  in  the  vertical  keel,  at  ^ame  18.  I  found  this  to  be 
42  feet.  I  measured  the  distance  from  the  funnel  to  the  plumb  of 
the  ram  and  found  it  to  be  99  feet.  I  measured  the  distance  from  the 
funnel  to  the  plumb  of  the  vertic^  keel  at  frame  18  and  found  it  to  be 
86  feet 

Q.  Did  you  yesterday  afternoon  send  Diver  Olsen  down  to  examine 
the  break  in  the  ship's  side? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  he  descend? 

A.  He  went  down  at  about  frame  41,  that  being  the  most  forward 
point  of  the  armor  plate  which  is  now  attached  to  the  ship. 

Q.  On  which  side  of  the  ship? 

A.  On  the  port  side. 

Q.  How  much  water  was  there  at  the  plumb  line  to  the  ramt 

A.  I  think  it  was  about  35  feet. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Now,  did  the  measurements  which  you  made  with  reference  to tiie 
position  of  the  ram  enable  you  to  determine  how  the  keel  of  tibe  ship 
attached  to  the  ram  laid? 

A.  I  have  not  made  any  drawings  from  these  measurements.      ' 

Q.  That  is  one  thing  we  would  like  to  know — ^how  the  keel  lies. 

A.  I  will  take  measurements  of  everything  and  let  you  know. 
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There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  he  was  directed 
to  hold  hims^  in  readiness  to  give  fiirther  testimony,  and  after  being 
eantiiniad  hj  the  president  not  to  converse  about  matters  i)ertaining  to 
the  inquiry  he  withdrew. 

Ohief  Gunner's  Mate  A.  Olsen,  IT.  S.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was 
lecalled,  and,  having  been  warned  by  the  president  that  he  was  still 
under  the  oath  he  had  previously  taken,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  the  Jui>a£Aj>vooATE: 

Q«  Have  you  read  over  the  testimony  which  you  gave  before  this 
court  last  Monday  f 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded? 
A.  It  is  correct  except  in  two  places. 

On  page  523,  eleventh  line,  after  the  words  '^with  the,"  insert  <<ram 
plate  on  bow  of  ship." 
On  page  521,  fifth  line,  it  should  be  <<  U  iron"  instead  of  <^  V  iron." 
Q.  Is  your  testimony,  as  amended,  now  correct? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Olsen,  will  ]^ou  state  to  the  court  what  yon  mean  by  the  ram  plate 
which  you  can  feelf 

As  The  ram  plate— it  is  fastened  on  the  bow  of  the  ship.  It  extends 
out  firom  the  ship  about  10  or  12  inches — a  heavy  plate. 

Q.  Is  it  convex  on  the  outside  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  this  plate  you  speak  of  extend  fore  and  aft  on  the  whole  of 
the  shipt 

A.  Fore  and  aft;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  down  diving  since  you  gave  your  last  testimony  t 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  down  yesterday,  Monday  evening,  and  yesterday 
all  day. 

Q.  Please  state  what  yon  found. 

A.  I  went  down  Monday  night,  after  I  left  the  court  here,  to  look  for 
a  piece  of  wire,  of  which  I  spoke,  but  I  could  not  find  it.  Then  I  went 
down  again  yesterday  morning,  following  the  outside  of  the  ship  fore 
and  aft,  looking  for  this  wire,  which  I  could  not  find.  I  gave  that  up 
entirely  and  started  to  overhaul  the  bottom  of  the  ship  at  that  point. 
I  found  where  I  went  down,  at  frame  31,  at  the  armor  plate,  that  I  could 
feel  the  bottom  of  the  ship  forward  for  ten  frame  spaces.  At  the  end  of 
ten  frame  spaces  and  at  frame  31, 1  found  her  to  be  cut  off  entirely.  That 
is  as  far  as  I  could  walk  in  the  mud.  Then  I  went  back  again,  and  I 
ooonted  six  frame  spaces  from  the  armor  plate  forward.  That  is  about 
frame  35,  and  from  there  forward  I  found  to  be  blown  up  and  over  to 
starboard,  this  point  of  the  bottom  being  much  higher  than  at  any  other 
place  along  the  edge  of  the  bottom  abaft  tnis  point.  Then  I  tried  to 
locate  this  point,  where  she  was  broken  up,  and  I  found  a  manhole,  to 
which  I  attached  a  line,  which  is  fast  over  there  now  on  the  scow.  You 
can  plumb  that  point  at  any  time  by  the  line. 

At  firame  31 1  found  the  bilge  keel,  and  followed  the  break  in  amid- 
ships  as  far  as  I  could.  I  followed  it  in  to  about  4  or  5  feet  inside  of 
the  bilge  keel,  and  could  not  go  farther  on  account  of  wreckage.  Then 
I  came  up  and  went  down  in  the  afternoon  forward  to  locate  the  bow. 
I  vent  down  the  bow  of  the  ship  at  the  ram  plate,  and  I  could  not  walk 
^ny  farther  forward  on  account  of  the  wreckage,  but  I  walked  out.cleas 
of  the  ship  to  port  and  forward  about  10  feet    Then  I  walked  in  agam 
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over  to  starboard,  and  I  got  right  down  to  the  bow  of  the  ship  and  fol- 
lowed the  flat  snrfaee  of  the  bow  right  forward  nutiLI  came  to  a  hawse 
pipe.  I  felt  all  around  this  to  see  if  I  coald  feel  the  chain,  bat  I  coald 
not;  bat  I  dug  the  mud  out  anderneath  and  found  another  hawse  pipe 
with  chain. 

Q.  Which  bow  was  that! 

A.  The  port  bow.  Then  I  went  farther  forward,  about  5  or  6  feet, 
and  I  could  feel  the  top  keel  of  the  ship.  I  found  the  shape  of  the  keel 
bent,  the  iron  keel,  around  the  forecastle.  Underneath  the  keel  I  found 
scroll  work  on  the  bow  of  the  ship  and  over  this  hawse  pipe,  but  I 
found  no  chain.  I  found  a  cover  that  covers  the  hawse  pipe,  with  two 
hinges  and  a  guy  made  fast  on  this  plate,  down  in  the  mud — I  think 
originally  made  fast  on  the  bow  of  the  ship — and  tried  to  haul  it  in, 
but  could  not  get  in  the  slack,  so  I  cut  the  mousing  that  hooks  whereit 
was  hooked  into  the  plate.  Then  I  followed  the  chain  out  from  the 
hawse  pipe,  out  to  port  from  the  ship,  and  found  the  port  anchor  in  the 
mud.  Then  I  found  another  chain  leading  out,  I  think,  from  the  star- 
board bow  underneath  and  out.  I  think  that  chain  runs  to  a  bow,  but 
I  did  not  locate  that  spot. 

Q.  When  you  first  descended  where  the  armor  ia  broken  off,  what 
frame  is  that? 

A.  Frame  41,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  appearance  of  the  edge  of  the  ship's  bottom,  from 
frame  41  to  frame  35? 

A.  The  edge  is  ragged,  going  forward  between  frames  35  and  41,  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  any  ragged  points  tending  in  or  out? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  From  frame  35  to  frame  31,  you  say^  the  ragged  edge  slopes  in 
toward  the  keel? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  in  and  up. 

Q.  Then  the  appearance  of  things  there  at  frame  35  would  indicate 
that  the  ship's  keel  commences  to  be  lifted? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  seemingly  on  account  of  the  plates  here  being  so  mach 
higher,  and  further  aft  the  rest  of  the  ship  being  in  the  mud  so  far. 

Q.  Then  you  are  able  to  get  underneath  the  bottom  of  the  ship  for- 
ward of  frame  35? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  plating  should  you  say  is  left  on  the  keel  at  frame  35? 

A.  The  bottom  of  the  ship  is  attached  to  about  the  fourth  longitudinal 

Q.  At  frame  31  how  much  plating  is  attached  to  the  bottom  of  the 
ship  from  the  keel  out? 

A.  To  about  the  fourth  longitudinal  at  this  point  also. 

Q.  At  frame  31  you  say  the  bottom  of  the  ship  seems  to  have  disap- 
peared forward  of  31  ? 

A.  Forward  of  31,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  endeavored  to  find  the  keel  itself  forward  of  31? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  but  could  not  get  in  amidships  as  far  as  the  keel  ought 
to  be,  on  account  of  the  wreckage. 

Q.  Where  did  you  again  find  the  keel  forward  of  31? 

A.  The  only  place  forward  of  31  where  I  found  the  bottom  of  the 
keel  is  at  frame  18. 

Q.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  keel  between  18  and  22? 

A.  From  18  aft  the  keel  goes  down  vertically — that  is,  the  inner  skin 
of  the  double  bottom,  not  the  keel — goes  down  vertically  for  a  space  of 
about  20  feet,  and  then  goes  aft,  sloping  lower  and  lower  as  far  aft  as 
j^oa  go. 
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Q.  At  what  frame  did  yoa  find  the  bilge  keel? 
A.  At  frame  31. 

Q.  What  was  the  appearance  of  this  bilge  keelf 
A.  It  was  the  wood  part  of  that  keel  that  was  ragged  and  torn. 
Q.  Gould  yon  feel  the  after  break  of  the  keel — ^the  bilge  keel? 
A.  I  conid  feel  the  break  of  the  bilge  keel  where  she  was  broken  at 
frame  31;  forward  of  that  it  was  gone. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  bilge  keel  and  the  wood  on  it,  as 
yon  say;  where  you  did  find  it? 

A.  The  steel  part  of  the  bilge  keel  was  broken  off,  showing  rough 
edges,  and  the  wooden  part,  extending  forward  of  it,  was  ragged  and 
torn  in  splinters. 

Q.  At  what  frame  did  you  find  the  fourth  longitudinal,  clear  of  the 
bottom  plating  of  the  ship? 
A.  At  frame  31. 

Q.  How  far  did  the  longitudinal  extend  forward  clear  of  the  plating? 
A.  About  2  or  3  feet.    1  didn't  measure  it. 
Q.  What  became  of  it  then  ? 

A.  It  was  broken  off.    It  did  not  extend  any  farther  forward. 
Q.  In  what  direction  did  this  few  feet  of  longitudinal  run? 
A.  Seemingly  it  appeared  to  be  in  its  normal  condition,  not  bent  out 
of  shape. 

Q.  When  you  looked  for  the  bow  of  the  ship  did  you  again  find  it 
was  over  on  the  starboard  side? 

A  Yes,  sir.    I  could  feel  over  the  rail  on  the  bow  of  the  ship  and 
feel  the  mud.    The  starboard  side  must  be  covered  with  mud. 
Q.  She  seemed  to  be  lying  on  the  starboard  side? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  way  did  the  keel  go,  with  the  line  of  the  mud — up  and  out? 
IMd  it  go  aft  and  parallel  to  the  line  of  the  mud? 
A  The  keel  is  up  and  over  to  starboard  a  little  aft. 
Q.  Counting  from  the  stem  aft? 

A.  Where  the  keel  is  out  of  the  mud,  up  over  to  starboard,  a  little 
aft. 

Q.  Did  you  take  the  depth  of  water  over  the  break  of  the  keel  at 
frame  18? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  was  it? 

A.  Six  feet  of  water,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  plumb  it  at  the  top  of  the  frame,  or  where? 

A.  At  the  point  where  the  keel  plates  are  broken  away  from  the 
bottom  angle  irons  of  the  vertical  keel. 

Q.  Did  you  plumb  and  take  depths  of  the  bend  of  the  keel  lower 
downf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  What  depth  did  you  find? 

A.  It  was  25  feet 

Q.  Twenty- three  feet? 

A.  1  think  so. 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  get  that  exact.  What  part  of  the  bend  did 
you  plumb  with  your  line? 

A.  I  plumbed  the  point  where  she  starts  to  go  aft — where  the  vertical 
keel  comes  down  and  goes  aft. 

Q.  Did  you  plumb  the  top  of  the  vertical  keel? 

A.  It  was  the  inner  skin  of  the  double  bottom. 
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Q.  While  down  diving  since  yoa  gave  yonr  last  testimony  have  yon 
looked  for  the  keel  on  the  port  side  of  the  shipf 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  looking  for  the  coaL  I  was  told  Monday  to 
look  for  the  coal,  and  every  time  1  have  been  down  since  I  have  looked 
for  it,  bnt  have  not  been  able  to  find  it. 

Q.  On  the  port  side  of  the  shipf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yoa  looked  as  far  forward  as  ^^Bf" 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  as  far  afb  as  frame  41  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well  out  from  the  shipf 

A.  Yes,  sir;  as  much  as  20  feet  firom  the  ship. 

Q.  In  toward  the  ship  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  inside,  and  bottom. 

Q.  Did  yon  find  mach  wreckage  on  the  port  sidef 

A.  No,  sir;  no  wreckage  there. 

There  being  no  farther  qaestions  to  ask  this  witness,  he  was  directed 
to  appear  to-morrow  to  read  over  his  testimony,  and  to  hold  himself  in 
readiness  to  give  farther  testimony.  Wherenpon,  having  been  cau- 
tioned by  the  president  not  to  discass  matters  pertaining  to  the  inqnuy, 
he  withdrew. 

Ganner's  Mate  T.  Smith  appeared  before  the  court. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Have  yon  read  over  your  testimony  which  yoa  gave  before  this 
court  yesterday  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  it  is  recorded  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  with  the  exception  of  one  mistake.    On  the  seventh  line 

of  page ,  change  ^^five  and  one-half  to  <*  five-eighths/'  so  as  to  read 

^'  five-eighths  of  an  inch.'^ 

Q.  Is  your  testimony  as  now  recorded  correct? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  down  since  you  gave  your  last  testimony  f 

A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

The  witness  then  withdrew,  after  being  cautioned  by  the  president 
not  to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry. 

The  court  then,  at  11.45,  took  a  recess  until  2  p.  m. 

The  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 

Present:  All  the  members,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the  stenographer. 

Gunner's  Mate  Sohlttteb,  a  former  witness,  was  then  recalled,  and, 
after  being  warned  by  liie  president  of  the  court  that  he  was  still  under 
the  oath  he  had  taken,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  read  over  the  record  of  your  testimony  which  you  gave 
before  this  court  last  Monday  f 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded  f 

A.  It  is,  sir,  with  the  exception  of  two  lines.  On  page  507,  eighth 
line,  the  word  ^^plates"  should  read  ^'breaks."  On  page  509,  second 
line,  the  word  'Opiate"  should  read  ^' break." 

Q.  As  amended,  is  it  now  a  correct  record! 
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A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  down  diving  since  yon  gave  yoor  last  testimony  t 

A.  Yes,  sir.    I  was  down  yesterday. 

Q.  Please  teU  to  the  court  what  yon  did  and  found. 

A.  I  was  dressed  and  lowered  down  by  order  of  Mr.  Powelson  to 
look  for  boilers,  if  I  coold  find  them.  While  I  was  down,  crawlinir 
down  a  little  ways  I  foand  a  boiler.  I  crawled  all  aronnd  it  and  aU 
over  it,  and  found  it  to  be  in  good  condition.  Then,  while  I  was  on  top 
of  the  boiler,  I  hit  my  helmet  up  against  a  plate  overhead,  and  while 
erawUng  up  on  top  of  there  I  found  a  piece  of  wire.  This  wire  looked 
to  me  not  to  belong  to  the  ship,  so  I  cut  off  a  piece  of  it  and  sent  it 
up  on  the  line.  After  Mr.  Powelson  had  inspected  it,  he  called  me  up, 
aad  tiien  sent  me  down  again,  telling  me  to  saw  off  a  piece  of  the  wire 
and  send  it  up.  I  went  down  again  in  the  afternoon  and  tried  to  locate 
it,  and  did  so  after  an  hour  or  so.  I  tied  the  line  to  it  and  pulled  in  as 
much  slack  as  I  could,  then  sawed  it  off.  Then  I  signaled  for  them  to 
haul  it  up.  They  took  it  on  board  the  Fern  to  Mr.  Wainwright,  who 
said  it  was  telophotos  wire. 

Q.  Where  was  this  boiler  situated  that  you  found  f 

A.  This  boiler  was  situated  about  20  feet  forward  of  the  crane, 
thwart  ships. 

Q.  On  which  side  of  the  shipf 

A.  A  little  over  on  the  port  side,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  other  boilers f 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  look  for  them? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where! 

A.  In  the  same  place  and  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  one  I  found  and 

abaft  of  it 

By  the  COUBT : 

Q.  What  prevented  you  from  finding  them  f 

A.  A  lot  of  wreckage,  sir.  over  which  I  had  to  crawl. 

Q.  Looking  at  the  plan  of  the  ship,  which  boiler  is  it  that  you  think 
yoa  foand  t 

A.  I  think  it  is  the  forward  one.  [Here  witness  pointed  out  the  port 
forward  boiler.] 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct;  after 
which  he  withdrew. 

Gunoer's  Mate  Bundqxjist,  a  former  witness,  was  then  recalled,  and 
after  having  been  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was 
still  under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  he  testified  as  follows : 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  read  over  the  record  of  your  testimony  given  before 
thn  court  on  Monday  lastf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is,  with  the  exception  of  on  page  601,  end  of  line  6, 
strikeout  "forward  of.'^  Same  page,  line  16,  "piece  of  keeP  should 
1^  ^'  piece  of  coal."  After  that  the  word  "  ram-plate"  appears  several 
times,  and  should  in  each  case  read  "armor-plate." 

Q.  Is  your  testimony,  as  amended^  now  correct  1 
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A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yoa  been  down  diving  since  you  gave  that  testimony? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  you  did. 

A.  I  went  down  on  Monday  afternoon  and  examined  the  boilers.  I 
landed  in  a  place  that  looked  to  be  something  like  a  big  shell  or  compart- 
ment. It  may  have  been  a  boiler  blown  in.  The  top  part  of  it  was 
blown  away  j  the  sides  were  sloping  up.  I  could  not  say  what  it  was. 
I  examined  it,  and  it  looked  to  be  a  place  measuring  inside  10  feet  wide, 
and  of  the  same  length.  I  found  a  big  square  hole  in  the  bottom  of  it, 
and  going  through,  got  out  among  a  lot  of  coal.  I  was  feeling  around 
for  some  time  and  got  hold  of  some  pipe.  I  sent  up  a  piece  of  pipe  and 
also  got  some  asbestus  after  I  had  come  up  out  of  the  square  hole. 

Then  I  went  to  the  other  side  of  this  place  where  I  came  down  and 
found  some  wire  netting.  I  put  my  hand  through  this  netting,  and  it 
was  all  carried  away,  and  found  something  that  looked  to  be  the  end  of 
a  boiler  or  what  appeared  to  be  the  end  of  a  boiler.  There  were  lots  of 
nuts.  I  think  there  were  eleven  of  them ;  but  I  found  I  could  not  count 
them  all.  They  were  six-cornered  nuts  and  measured  4^  inches  across. 
The  top  of  the  boiler  looked  to  be  in  good  condition.  I  was  sitting  on 
top  of  this  boiler  and  examining  it  when  I  got  the  signal  to  come  np^ 
I  was  down  only  a  short  time.  I  also  found  three  10-inch  shells  inside 
this  place  where  I  landed  when  I  first  came  down.  That  was  all 
that  day. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  ship  was  this  place  in  where  you  first  landedf 

A.  That  was  on  the  port  side  of  the  ship.  I  should  say  it  must  have 
been  somewhere  about  there.    [Witness  pointed  out  coal  bunker  B.  4] 

Q.  Where  was  this  boiler  that  you  landed  on;  can  you  point  that 
out? 

A.  Ko,  sir;  I  do  not  know  where  I  landed. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  down  when  you  landed  on  that  boiler? 

A.  From  the  lighter  on  the  port  side. 

Q.  Then  you  went  down  forward  of  the  crane? 

A.  Forward  of  the  crane;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  looked  for  any  coal  on  the  port  side  of  the  ship? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  looking  for  coal.  I  found  some  coal  after 
going  through  the  square  hole.  I  was  not  on  the  bottom  of  the  ship. 
It  must  have  been  some  place  inside  of  the  ship.  It  may  have  been  in 
a  coal  bunker. 

Q.  Did  you  go  down  again? 

A.  Not  that  day.    I  went  down  this  morning. 

Q.  State  to  the  court  where  you  went  down  and  what  you  found. 

A.  I  had  orders  to  go  down  and  look  for  powder  tanks.  I  went 
down  from  the  lighter  on  the  starboard  side  and  landed  about  midships 
among  a  lot  of  wreckage.  I  was  walking  around  there  and  got  hold 
of  three  10-inch  shells  lying  flat  down.  I  tried  to  lift  them  up,  but 
could  not  on  account  of  the  wreckage.  I  walked  away  from  there 
and  found  a  6-inch  shell  with  the  straps  on.  I  sent  it  up.  I  also  found 
a  10-inch  powder  tank,  which  I  sent  up.  I  was  walking  over  a  lot  of 
plates  and  wreckage  down  there  and  did  not  find  any  more  powder 
tanks,  but  found  different  parts  of  the  ship.  I  then  got  a  signal  to 
come  up.  The  second  time  to  day  I  landed  close  to  a  heavy  piece  of 
plating.  I  examined  it  and  found  it  to  be  armor  belonging  to  the 
transverse  armor,  because  it  was  about  the  same  thickness  all  over.  I 
should  say  that  it  was  about  6  inches  thick,  as  well  as  I  could  measure 
it  with  my  fingers.    I  went  over  this  and  lowered  myself  over  the  other 
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side  to  what  looked  to  be  a  wing  passage,  and  this  plate  was  standing 
np.    I  examined  this  for  some  time,  when  I  got  the  signal  to  come  np. 
Q.  When  you  first  landed  on  the  10-inch  shell,  were  these  three  shells 
ranged  together? 
A.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  lying  side  by  side. 
Q.  Noses  which  wayf 

A.  Toward  starboard,  I  should  say,  from  where  I  was,  down  below. 
Q.  Which  way  did  you  walk  before  you  found  the  6-ineh  shell  t 
A.  I  found  the  6-inch  shell  close  to  these— only  a  few  feet  apart. 
Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  powder  tank  you  sent  upf 
A.  The  top  and  the  bottom  of  it  was  gone:  the  rest  of  it  was  in  good 
oondition;  not  spUt  or  anything  in  it. 
Q.  Empty  f 
A.  Empty. 

Q.  Which  way  did  you  walk  when  you  found  the  armor  that  you 
speak  of? 
A.  I  walked  aft. 
Q.  Aft? 

A.  Aft  and  to  starboard. 

Q.  Which  way  was  this  armor  plating  standing? 
A.  It  was  standing  on  the  end,  sloping  over  to  port. 
Q.  Was  it  fore  and  aft,  or  was  it  athwartships? 
A.  No,  sir;  it  was  neither  way.    It  was  standing  in  an  angle  facing 
the  starboard  bow  and  port  quarter. 

Q.  How  large  was  this  plate? 

A.  I  did  not  measure  the  length  of  it,  but  I  extended  my  two  arms 
and  could  not  reach  the  end  of  it. 

Q.  What  side  of  the  ship  was  it  in? 

A  Starboard  side,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  it  did  not  increase  in  thickness  as  it  went  down? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  it  may  have  increased,  but  if  it  did,  it  was  very  little. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  top  did  you  feel  ? 

A.  I  felt  and  followed  one  edge  down  until  I  got  to  the  corner,  and 
fdt  the  same  thickness. 

Q.  flow  deep  did  you  say  it  was? 

A.  Six  or  seven  feet. 

By  the  CouBT : 

Q.  What  did  it  rest  on? 

A.  It  looked  like  it  had  been  jammed  in  amongst  some  wreckage,  and 
it  also  rested  on  the  bottom  of  the  ship  and  the  passageway  that  I  got 
into.  I  went  over  the  plate  and  got  into  the  wing  passage  on  the  s^r- 
board  side  of  the  ship.  It  was  very  dark,  and  I  could  hardly  distin- 
guish anything. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  armor  plate  that  has  been  reported  in  previous 
testimony? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  seen  the  armor  plate  on  the  port  side  the  first  time  I 
went  down.  This  is  not  the  same  armor,  because  that  plate  had  some 
wood  backing,  but  I  could  not  find  any  wood  backing  on  this  one. 

Q.  Was  not  that  first  plate  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  one  you  just 
described? 

A.  No,  sir;  the  first  plate  was  more  on  the  port  side.  This  one  was 
well  out  toward  starboard. 

Q.  Did  you,  on  that  occasion,  feel  the  side  of  the  ship  when  you 
examined  that  plate? 
A.  Do  you  mean  the  first  plate  or  the  one  I  examined  to-day  1 
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Q.  The  one  yoa  examiaed  to-day. 

A.  Yes,  sir;  Ifoandtheinsideof  theship;  tUatis^itfelttomelikethe 
inside  of  the  ship.  I  found  the  slope  of  the  ship  and  found  beams 
extending  out — 4  or  5  feet  between  each  beam. 

Q.  Were  there  any  bolts  in  this  armor  plate t 

A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  feel  any.  I  was  feeling  all  over  with  my 
hands,  but  could  not  feel  either  bolts  or  places  for  them. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  the  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him,  and  by  him  pronounced  correct,  and  after  being 
cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse  upon  matters 
pertaining  to  the  court  he  withdrew. 

There  being  no  further  testimony  ready  to  give,  the  court  (at.  3.45) 
adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  Thursday,  at  10  in  the  morning. 


FOURTBENTH  DA7. 

U.  S.  L.  H.  Tender  Mangbovb, 
Harbor  of  Havana^  Cuba^  Thursday ^  March  10^  1898 — 10  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday. 

Present:  All  the  members,  the  judge-advocate,  and  stenographer, 
Chief  Yeoman  F.  J.  Buenzle,  CJ.  S.  Kavy;  Messrs.  Hulse  and  Bisselle 
having  been  discharged. 

The  record  of  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  then  read  over  and 
approved. 

The  court  was  then  cleared  for  deliberation. 

The  doors  were  opened  at  12  o'clock  and  the  court  proceeded  to  the 
wreck.  On  the  return  of  the  court  from  the  wreck  a  recess  was  taken 
until  2  p.  m. 

The  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 

Present:  All  the  members,  the  judge- advocate,  and  the  stenog- 
rapher. 

The  court  again  visited  the  wreck. 

On  returning  from  the  wreck,  at  3  p.  m.,  there  being  no  further  evi- 
dence ready,  the  court  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  10  a.  m. 


IT.  S.  L .  H.  Tender  Mangrove, 

Harbor  ofHavana^  Cuba,  Friday j  March  lly  1898 — 10  a,  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  ai^ournment  of  yesterday. 

Present:  All  the  members,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the  stenogra- 
pher. 

The  court  was  then  cleared  for  consultation. 

Two  members  of  the  court  visited  the  wreck,  and  returned  with  some 
of  the  mud  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the  harbor  where  the  wreck  of 
the  Maine  is  now  lying.  This  mud,  after  havingbeen  dried,  was  ignited 
by  a  match,  and  burned  readily,  the  smoke  having  a  strong  odor  of  guo- 
powder. 

At  12.15  the  court  took  a  recess  until  2  p.  m. 
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The  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 
Present:  All  the   members,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the  stenogra- 
pher.   Captain  Sigsbee  also  entered  the  court. 

Commander  G.  A.  .Converse,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  summoned  by  the 
eoart  as  an  ex|>ert  witness,  and,  having  been  duly  sworn  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  court,  testified  as  follows : 

Questioned  by  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  rank,  and  present  station  f 

A.  George  A.  Converse;  commander,  U.  S.  Navy;  commanding  the 
d.  S.  S.  Montgomery.- 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  in  the  naval  service? 

A.  Thirty-six  and  one-half  years,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  made  a  study  of  the  nature  and  effects  of  explosives f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  considerable. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  court  what  duties  you  have  had  on  shore  which 
brought  you  in  close  contact  with  this  subject. 

A.  About  eleven  years  at  the  torpedo  station;  commencing  in  1869. 

Q.  When  were  you  at  the  torpedo  station  lastf 

A.  In  June,  1897. 

Q.  Had  you  then  been  in  charge  of  torpedo  supplies? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  for  over  four  years. 

Examined  by  the  Court: 

Q.  Did  yon,  while  at  the  torpedo  station,  have  many  opportunities 
to  witness  the  explosion  of  submarine  mines? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  very  frequent  opportunities. 

Q.  What  material — what  explosives  were  used? 

A.  Gunpowder,  nitroglycerin,  dynamite,  and  gun  cotton. 

Q.  What  quantities  ol  these  materials  have  you  seen  used  for  such 
purposes  at  any  one  time? 

A.  The  largest  quantity  I  have  ever  seen  used  consisted  of  a  torpedo 
contaiDing  300  x)ounds  of  gunpowder  aud  200  pounds  of  dynamite,  all 
in  separate  cases — 100  })ounds  in  each  case — securely  lashed  together. 
Bingle  charges  of  gunpowder  of  150  pounds;  charges  of  nitroglycerin 
of  about  1(M)  x)onnd8;  charges  of  dynamite  of  about  100  x>ounds,  and 
charges  of  gun  cotton  of  about  120  pounds. 

(A  plan  of  the  forward  raagazine  and  shell  room  of  the  Maine  was 
then  shown  to  the  witness.) 

Q.  Examine  that  blue  print,  Captain  Converse,  and  tell  the  court  if, 
in  your  opinion,  one  or  more  of  those  magazines  should  explode  or  par- 
tially explode  in  that  ship  would  such  an  explosion  lift  the  forward 
body  of  the  ship  partly  out  of  the  water? 

A.  I  don't  think  it  would  lift  the  ship  out  of  the  water. 

Q.  Will  yon  please  give  the  court  your  reasons  for  thinking  so? 

A.  I  think  that  the  body  of  the  ship,  water  borne  in  all  directions, 
^oold  tend  to  offer  a  resistance  which  would  cause  a  general  etfect  of 
a  large  explosion  to  be  exerted  upward;  and  that  an  explosion  tend- 
ing to  lift  the  ship  up  would  necessarily  bave  to  be  diffused  over  a  very 
large  surface. 

Q.  Suppose  that  a  submarine  mine  explodes  adjacent  to  the  side  or 
bottom  of  a  ship  thus  water  borne;  what  will  be  the  direction  of  the 
explosion? 
A.  It  exerts  some  effect  in  all  directions,  but  the  most  violent  effect 
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in  the  direction  of  the  least  resistance,  and  that  depends  entirely  n] 
the  depth  of  the  explosion  below  the  surface  of  the  water.  1  beliey 
to  be  possible  to  explode  moderate  charges  of  gunpowder  against 
sides  of  a  strong  ship  and  do  very  little  damage,  if  the  center  of 
charge  is  comparatively  near  the  surface  of  the  water;  but  if  the  c 
ter  of  the  charge  is  well  below  the  surface  of  th^  water,  so  that  it  ^ 
afford  a  large  amount  of  water-tamping,  then  an  injury  will  be  d 
to  the  ship,  while  there  will  be  comparatively  little  disturbance  of 
water  at  the  surface. 

Q.  Supposing  the  charge  to  be  a  large  one,  and  phiced  under 
bottom  of  the  ship  where  the  water  is  only  8  or  10  feet  below  the  boti 
of  the  ship,  what  will  be  the  direction  of  the  explosion! 

A.  It  would  depend  very  much  upon  the  position  of  the  torpedo  v 
regard  to  the  bottom  of  the  ship;  that  is  to  say,  whether  the  torp 
was  in  close  contact  with  the  bottom,  or  was  lying  on  the  grouuc 
some  distance  below  the  bottom  of  the  ship,  with  water  interveni 
If  the  torpedo  contained  a  large  amount  of  explosive,  and  were  pi  a 
in  contact  with  the  bottom  of  the  ship,  it  is  my  opinion  that  it  wc 
endanger  the  ship  by  blowing  a  well-defined  hole  through  it.  The  i 
of  the  hole  depends,  of  course,  ui)on  the  distance  of  the  center  of 
charge  from  the  skin  of  the  ship.  If,  however,  the  charge  is  on 
bottom  of  the  harbor,  and  a  depth  of  water  of  several  feet  interve 
between  it  and  the  bottom  of  the  ship,  I  think  the  tendency  would 
to  lift  the  ship  bodily;  in  other  words,  it  would  cause  a  large  uphe^i 
of  water  similar  in  effect  to  a  large  wave  striking  the  ship,  at  a  p< 
directly  over  the  mine — would  tend  to  lift  the  body  of  the  ship  at  t 
place  exactly  as  the  crest  of  a  wave. 

Q.  In  case  of  the  explosion  of  a  submarine  mine  under  the  boti 
of  a  vessel,  as  you  have  described  it,  the  effect  upon  a  vessel,  eit 
in  lifting  her  bodily,  of  blowing  a  hole  in  the  bottom,  would  dep 
upon  the  size  of  the  charge  and  its  proximity  to  the  bottom  of 
ship,  would  it  notf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  the  charge  is  sufficiently  large,  and  near  enough  to  the.  boti 
of  the  ship,  both  of  these  phenomena  would  take  place— ship  lifted 
and  the  bottom  blown  in! 

A.  Yes,  sir.  A  ]>oint  to  be  taken  into  consideration  is  the  naturf 
the  explosives  employed.  Gunpowder  is  the  more  moderate  exploa 
and  tends  to  ])roduce  a  greater  upheaval  of  water,  as  a  rule,  than 
the  more  violent  explosives,  which,  in  proportion  to  their  violei 
seem  to  cut  a  hole  out  of  the  water,  lifting  in  the  shafte  of  a  fine  sp 
all  that  directly  above  the  charge.  To  illustrate  this  point,  and 
injury  sometimes  done  by  high  explosives,  I  cite  the  case  of 
Aquidabatij  which,  according  to  authentic  photographs,  had  h< 
blown  completely  through  from  one  side  to  the  other  by  charges  of  { 
cotton ;  whereas  I  have  seen  wooden  vessels  of  comparatively  good  s 
in  which  large  quantities  of  gunpowder  have  been  exploded,  with 
injuring  the  vessel  to  any  great  extent,  there  being  in  the  latter  v 
simply  a  large  upheaval  of  water,  to  which  the  vessel  rose  and 
exactly  as  she  would  have  done  in  a  heavy  sea. 

Q.  What  is  your  experience,  Captain,  in  the  ease  of  the  explosioi 
a  submarine  mine,  as  to  what  becomes  of  the  mine;  of  the  ease  its( 

A.  I  have  rarely  seen  any  considerable  pieces  of  mine,  whether  tl 
consisted  of  powder  or  of  more  violent  explosives  which  have  been  foui 
they  are  almost  invariably  ruptured  and  lost. 
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Q.  That  is  to  say  they  are  not  blown  upt 

A.  They  are  blown  up.  That  is  noticeable  in  the  case  of  spar  torpe- 
does, in  which  I  have  exploded  gunpowder  and  gun  cotton,  in  cases 
made  of  wood,  cast  iron,  copper,  and  steel,  and  perhaps  other  metals. 
In  all  my  exi)erience  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  any  considerable 
pieces  of  any  case  after  an  explosion.  Sometimes  small  fragments  of 
cast  iron  have  been  seen,  and,  on  one  or  two  occasions,  thrown  into  a 
boat,  indicating  a  complete  demolition  of  the  case  containing  the  explo- 
sive, 

Q«  In  the  case  of  a  submarine  mine  that  was  exploded  under  the 
bottom  of  the  ship,  and  containing  sufticient  explosive  to  completely 
destroy  the  ship  in  that  region,  would  your  remarks  abont  the  subma- 
rine-mine case  itself  apply  to  the  bottom  of  the  ship  which  is  submerged, 
not  referring  at  all  to  the  interior  portion  of  the  shipf 

A.  In  the  case  of  all  mines  the  form  of  the  mine  is  usually  such  as 
to  contain  only  the  amount  of  the  explosives  used,  and  hence  there 
mast  be  a  mptnre  of  the  case  for  the  gases  to  escape.    Were  the  mine 
in  contact  with  the  ship,  or  quite  close  to  it,  I  think  the  effect  on  the 
bottom  of  the  ship  would  be — depending,  of  course,  upon  the  size  of 
the  mine — to  blow  to  pieces  that  part  of  the  ship  directly  over  the 
center  of  the  explosion,  and  rending  and  tearing  the  bottom  of  the  ship 
from  the  center  in  different  directions,  the  amount  of  damage  depend- 
ing entirely  upon  the  quantity  and  nature  of  the  explosive  employed. 
In  other  words,  that  the  violent  explosive  would  cut  a  hole,  blowing 
that  part  that  was  cut  out  into  small  fragments,  and  that  the  size  of 
the  hole  would  depend  entirely  upon  the  size  of  the  charge  employed. 
Q.  Captain,  will  you  please  examine  the  sketches  which  have  been 
shown  yon  and  tell  the  court  whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  explosion 
of  one  or  all  of  these  forward  magazines,  or  their  partial  explosion, 
would  leave  the  bottom  of  the  ship  in  the  condition  which  now  exists, 
asreprenented  in  these  sketches? 
(Exhibit  H  was  shown  witness.) 

A.  The  sketch  might  represent  two  explosions  of  entirely  different 
natares.  That  part  of  the  sketch  represented  here  as  frame  14^  to 
frame  1S|,  afk,  in  a  direction  of  frame  23,  might  be  produced  b}^  the 
explosion  of  a  comparatively  large  mine  of  not  violent  explosive  matter 
at  some  distance  below  the  bottom  ol  the  ship ;  whereas  the  part  abaft  of 
frame  23  has  all  the  appearance  of  the  effect  produced  on  iron  plates  by  a 
high  explosive  in  close  proximity  to  it.  There  are  in  all  explosions  two 
general  effects:  First,  the  upheaval  of  the  water,  caused  by  the  direct 
action  of  the  explosion,  followed  almost  immediately  afterwards  by  the 
second  upheaval  of  water  and  mud,  being  the  reaction  of  the  water 
from  the  sides  and  the  bottom,  which  rushes  in  to  fill  the  crater  pro- 
daeed  by  the  first  explosion.  But  the  location  of  this  upheaval  and  the 
distortion  of  the  keel  in  the  present  instance  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  formed  by  the  secondary  effect  referred  to  above.  It  is  too  far  for- 
ward; too  remote.  It  is  too  far  from  the  place  marked  "Debris,"  which 
mast  be  somewhere  about  frame  27.  If  that  is  27,  then  the  distance, 
as  marked,  from  frame  18,  will  be  eleven  frame  spaces,  or  44  feet 
forward  of  what  would  appear  to  be  the  crater  of  the  most  violent 
explosion. 

Q.  Then  to  what  kind  of  an  explosion  do  you  attribute  the  force 
that  caused  this  bending  of  plates  and  keel  on  sketch? 

A.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  could  be  produced  by  the  explosion  of 
a  submarine  mine  containing  a  large  amount  of  the  lower  explosives — 
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gunpowder  or  similar — not  in  contact  with  the  ship,  but  some  distano 
below  it,  perhaps  on  the  bottom. 

Q.  Looking  at  the  sketch  shown  you,  especially  at  that  portion  o 
the  keel  which  has  frame  18  on  top,  and  the  plates — bent  plates — ^foi 
ward  of  it,  excluding  entirely  all  portion  abaft  of  it,  could  this  par 
which  you  are  now  told  to  consider  have  become  so  distorted  from  th 
effects  of  an  int**rnal  explosion  alone  f 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  could.  I  have  never  seen  anything  in  my  experi 
ence  which  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  it  is  possible  to  pro<luce  th 
effect  indicated  by  any  explosion  within  the  interior  of  the  ship  in  tha 
immediate  vicinity. 

Q.  Looking  at  the  sketch  shown  you,  and  informing  you  that  the  foi 
ward  6  inch  magazine  and  the  lixed  ammunition  room  were  at  thatpai 
of  the  keel  which  is  represented  as  nearly  vertical — that  is,  frame  18 1 
frame  24 — could  the  conditions  as  shown  forward  of  frame  24  have  beei 
caused  by  an  explosion  of  those  two  magazines,  or  of  any  magazin 
abaft  of  frame  24  f 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  could. 

Q.  Do  you  think,  then,  necessarily,  there  must  have  been  an  under 
water  mine  to  produce  these  explosions! 

A.  Indications  are  that  an  under- water  explosion  produce  the  coudi 
tions  there. 

Examined  by  the  Judge-Advocate  : 

Q.  Looking  at  the  plan  of  the  Maine^s  forward  10-inch  and  6-incl 
magazines,  would  it  be  possible  for  them  to  have  exploded,  torn  out  th< 
ship's  side  on  both  sides,  and  leave  that  part  of  the  ship  forward  o 
frame  18  so  water  borne  as  to  raise  the  after  portion  of  that  part  of  tin 
ship,  drag  it  aft,  and  bring  the  vertical  keel  into  the  condition  thatyoi 
see  on  the  sketch? 

A.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  realize  that  that  effect  could  have  beei 
produced  by  an  explosion  of  the  kind  supposed. 

Q.  You  said  in  your  previous  testimony  that  the  distortion  of  Um 
plates  forward  of  frame  18  could  have  been  caused  by  an  outride  niin< 
of  moderate  explosive  power.  Gould  such  a  miue,  if  producing  thai 
effect,  also  set  fire  to  the  magazine? 

A.  I  am  unable  to  answer  that  question. 

Q.  Can  you  consider  it  possible,  under  any  circumstances,  to  have  i 
portion  of  the  6-inch  magazine  exploded  and  not  all  the  powder  in  thai 
magazine  explode?  If  so,  please  state  under  what  circumstances  thii 
would  be  possible. 

A.  I  think  1  am  positively  certain  an  explosion  might  occur  without 
exploding  all  the  powder  in  se]>arate  tanks. 

Q.  But  if  the  explosion  originated  on  the  inside  of  the  raagacinc 
without  any  water  on  the  inside  of  it,  would  it  not  be  almost  oertaii: 
that  all  the  powder  in  that  magazine  would  explode? 

A.  I  think  it  would  be  much  more  certain. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  he  was  directed 
to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  appear  before  the  court  when  summoned, 
and  to  give  further  evidence,  if  desired,  whereupon  he  withdrew. 

The  court  then  adjourned  (at  5.20)  to  meet  to-morrow  at  10  a.  m. 


DESTRUOTIOK   OJ*  THE   V.  8.  BATTLE   SHIP   MAINE.  261 


SIXTXSENTH  DAy. 

U.  S.  L.  H.  Tender  Mangrove, 

Harbor  of  Havana,  Cuba, 

Saturday^  March  12,  1898—10  a.  m. 

The  conrt  met  pursnant  to  tlie  adjoarnment  of  yesterday. 

Present:  All  the  nieinbers,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the  stenog- 
rapher. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read  over  and  ap- 
proved. 

Capt.  John  HAaGERTY,  of  the  Merritt  Wrecking  Company,  was 
called  as  a  witness,  and,  having  been  duly  sworn  by  the  president  of  the 
court,  testified  as  follows: 

By  Jtidge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  court  your  full  name  and  your  profession. 

A.  John  Haggerty,  a  submarine  diver  of  the  Merritt  &  Chapman 
Derrick  and  Wrecking  Company. 

Q.  Are  you  one  of  the  officers  of  that  company! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  one  of  the  Merritt's  divers.  1  am  in  charge  of  the 
diving  department. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  diver! 

A.  Thirty-seven  years,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  recently  gone  down  to  the  wreck  of  the  Maine,  and  out- 
side of  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  f 

A.  Ye^,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  many  hours  in  all  have  you  been  down! 

A.  I  could  not  state  that  exactly;  about  seven  days,  at  three  and 
one  half  hours  per  day. 

Q.  Which  side  of  the  ship  did  you  go  down! 

A.  Inside  first,  looking  for  the  dead  bodies. 

Q.  And  then  did  you  go  down  on  the  port  side  or  the  starboard  side! 

A.  I  went  down  both  the  port  and  starboard  sides;  also  into  the 
staterooms,  and  got  the  doctor's  watch  and  chain  and  hi8  rings,  and  in 
the  afterroom  1  got  those  gold  cups  and  some  other  things. 

Q.  Did  you  make  an  examination  of  the  ship  itself  on  the  outside! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  partly. 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  court  how  you  found  the  Maine  when  you 
examined  her. 

A.  I  found  the  deck — that  is,  the  protective  deck — aft,  and  it  lays  aft 
now,  with  the  upper  side  against  the  ship's  side  and  the  waterways 
and  juts  out  on  an  angle  of  about  30  degrees  from  the  horizontal — 
that  Uj  the  thick  steel  deck — 2-inch  plate.  It  lies  on  the  port  side,  with 
the  outer  edge  right  in  the  mud.  That  is  what  we  are  trying  to  pull 
ont,  so  as  to  get  inside  to  examine  her. 

Q.  About  what  part  of  her  did  you  find  the  deck  in  this  condition; 
how  far  aft  and  how  far  forward! 

A.  It  is  just  forward  of  the  turret  on  the  port  side.  The  forward  part 
of  the  turret  on  the  port  side  is  about  2  or  3  feet  abaft  of  that.  I  could 
«tand  on  that  deck  and  reach  my  hands  over  to  the  forward  part  of  the 
turret 

Q.  How  far  forward  does  this  deck  go  in  this  condition! 

A.  About  36  to  40  feet  forward  of  the  break.  On  the  bottom  it  runs 
« little  farther  forward  than  it  does  on  top.  . 
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Q,  Did  you  feel  the  armor  belt  anderneath  this  protective  deck! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  the  court  to  understand  that  this  protective  deck  has  bee 
pulled  over  to  port  so  as  to  bring  the  beams  of  the  deck  on  f/>p? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  beams  are  on  top. 

Q.  And  you  further  mean  to  say  that  which  is  now  the  outer  ecl^ 
was  formerly  inboard? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  when  it  was  on  the  ship. 

Q.  And,  furthermore,  that  this  edge  extends  farthet  out  from  th 
ship's  side  forward  than  it  does  aftf 

A.  It  does.    If  it  is  anything,  it  goes  down  at  more  of  an  angle. 

Q.  How  far  forward  from  the  after  part  can  you  go  under  this  prt 
tective  deck  to  feel  the  armor  belt  I 

A.  About  8  feet;  I  don't  think  you  can  get  any  farther  than  8  fee 
Probably  G  or  8  feet. 

Q.  And  what  is  the  condition  of  this  armor  belt  for  these  8  feet? 

A.  I  found  it  all  right.  Another  thing  I  found  forward  of  this  poi 
turret,  I  think  that  the  iron  is  broken,  and  I  have  not  made  a  goo 
examination.  From  the  main  deck  down  it  looks  like  a  split  of  aboc 
2  feet. 

Q.  Does  it  seem  to  be  an  up-and-down  break? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  up  and  down. 

Q.  How  wide  do  you  think  this  piece  of  protective  deck  which  ha 
been  folded  outboard  is? 

A.  I  dare  say  it  is  somewhere  about  30  feet. 

Q.  Is  it  wider  forward  or  wider  aft? 

A.  It  looks  to  me,  if  anything,  to  be  wider  forward,  as  it  runs  ob 
and  more  down  into  the  mud. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  whether  the  break  of  the  protective  deck  on  th 
inside  of  the  ship  runs  fore  and  aft? 

A.  The  break  runs  athwartship,  and  the  deck  is  folded  back  fron 
forward  and  to  port,  and  the  edge  which  was  forward  and  is  now  aft  i 
cut  off  sharp. 

By  the  Coxtbt  : 

Q.  Captain,  have  you  been  down  forward  of  this  protective  deck! 
A.  Not  yet,  sir. 

There  being  no  farther  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  the  testimon] 
was  read  over  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct,  whereupon 
he  withdrew. 

William  Henby  Dwyeb,  a  submarine  diver,  was  then  called  as  a 
witness  by  the  court,  and,  having  been  duly  sworn  by  the  president  of 
the  court,  he  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  state  to  the  court  your  full  name  and  your  profession. 
A.  William  Henry  Dwyer;  a  submarine  diver. 
Q.  Are  you  one  of  the  regular  divers  of  the  Merritt  Wrecking  Com* 
pany? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  diver? 
A.  Since  1876. 

Q.  Have  you  been  down  to  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  recently? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  About  bow  many  bonrs  bave  joa  been  under  water  examining  tbe 
Maine  f 

A.  Six  hours  every  day;  for  three  days  I  have  been  down  examining 
her. 

Q.  Please  tell  the  court  in  what  condition  you  found  the  wreck  of  the 
Maine  where  you  examined  her. 

A.  On  the  starboard  side,  about  20  feet  afb  of  the  midship  torpedo 
tnbe,  aboat  frame  43, 1  found  the  armor  belt  started  from  tbe  side. 
From  that  point  forward  to  about  8  feet  forward  of  the  torpedo  tube 
the  top  of  the  armor  belt  gradually  leaned  out  nntil  8  feet  forward  of 
the  torpedo  tube  it  leaned  ont  tbe  whole  thickness  of  the  armor  and 
about  2  inches  more.  That  is  all  abafb  the  turret  About  4  feet  for- 
wanl  of  the  torpedo  tube — that  is,  at  about  frame  3(i — the  top  side ;  that 
is,  from  tbe  top  of  the  armor  up  to  the  main  deck,  leaned  out  until  it 
was  almost  horizontal  at  the  forward  edge,  where  the  armor  is  broken 
off.  About  18  inches  forward  of  the  end  of  tbe  armor  the  skin  of  the 
ship  below  tbe  armor  was  cut  down.  The  next  plate  forward  was  gone 
completely — that  is,  between  that  and  the  turret.  Then ,  I  should  j  udge, 
about  18  inches  beyond  the  end  of  tbe  last  plate,  the  side  itself  was 
cut  down  plumb  for  three  plates  deep — that  is,  the  skin  of  tbe  ship.  It 
was  cut  down  level  with  the  bottom,  so  that  I  could  walk  right  in  on 
the  inner  bottom.  Inside,  the  fore-and-aft  bulkhead,  between  tbe  side 
of  the  wing  passage  and  the  bunker,  was  intact  up  to  the  berth  deck, 
and  stood  perpendicular. 

The  bulkhead  between  the  coal  bunker  and  the  boiler  room  was  also 
plnmb  up  to  the  forward  end  of  tbe  bunker  back  of  the  starboard  for- 
ward boiler;  but  the  forward  thwartship  bulkhead  of  that  bunker  was 
blown  aft  and  torn  ont  completely.  There  is  a  thwartship  bulkhead 
about  in  line  with  the  after  side  of  the  forward  boiler,  and  that  was 
also  intact,  but  tbe  protective  deck  was  lifted  3  or  4  feet  up  off  of  it.  I 
went  over  that  thwartship  bulkhead  into  the  next  bunker — that  was 
by  tbe  after  boiler  of  the  forward  tire  room.  I  went  over  there  and 
went  back  through  tbe  next  bunker  nearly  to  the  thwartship  pocket. 
It  is  a  coal  bunker  abaft  of  tbe  after  boiler  in  tbe  forward  tire  room. 
At  that  point  the  protective  deck  is  down  in  its  place.  Tbe  inner  bulk- 
head of  tbe  wing  ))a88age  is  intact  right  forward — as  far  forward  as 
frame  30.  I  went  in  over  the  top  of  the  armor,  at  frame  35,  over  the 
three  bulkheads,  and  got  in  on  boiler  A,  and  then  on  boiler  G,  and 
after  tearing  off  the  felt mg  and  wiring  I  could  feel  tbe  boiler  ife^elF, 
Then  I  found  the  same  on  boiler  A.  At  the  bottom  of  tb  )  armoi  oeit, 
all  along,  it  is  flush  with  tbe  side.    It  is  not  started  out. 

As  far  as  tbe  armor  extends,  which  is  at  frame  35,  tbe  bottom  edge 
of  the  armor  is  all  right,  but  the  top  leans  out.  By  boiler  A  I  mean 
tbe  starboard  forward  boiler,  and  by  boiler  C  I  mean  the  next  after 
boiler  on  tbe  starboard  side.  That  ended  the  inspection  on  the  star- 
board side.  On  the  port  side  I  went  down  at  about  frame  35,  dropping 
a  weight  at  tbe  end  of  boiler  B.  I  crossed  tbe  top  of  boiler  B  and  then 
back  across  the  back  of  it,  along  the  back  of  the  boiler  to  tbe  starting 
point.  From  there  I  went  to  boiler  D,  striking  it  at  about  the  middle, 
and  went  to  the  back  end  of  it.  I  took  off  tbe  cover  and  felting  and 
felt  tbe  iron  in  that.  I  found  tbe  boilers  not  materially  damaged.  The 
felting  was  all  burned  off  tbe  forward  part  of  boiler  B.  Tbe  protective 
deck  over  boilers  B  and  D  seems  to  have  been  broken  off  at  about  the 
middle  of  these  boilers,  and  the  outboard  edge  is  resting  just  above 
these  two  boilers,  somewhat  at  an  angle  from  the  fore-and-aft  line^ 
skping  to  starboard,  and  upward. 
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Outboard  of  this  outer  edge  the  protective  deck  is  gone  altogether. 
The  starboard  3ide  of  the  protective  deck  rests  in  its  pl^ce  at  the  after 
cud  of  boiler  0,  but  is  raised  at  the  after  eud  of  boiler  A  about  3  feet. 
At  the  forward  end  of  boiler  A  it  is  raised  almost  vertical  and  projects 
out  of  the  water.  Along  the  forward  side  of  boiler  D  I  crawled  in 
under  the  protective  deck  and  crossed  the  fiM5e  of  boiler  D.  On  the 
faci*  of  boiler  D  I  could  feel  the  tulies,  the  hand  hold,  and  the  forward 
furnace  door.  The  boiler  appeared  to  have  rolled  about  one-eighth  of 
a  turn  aft.  From  that  boiler  I  came  out  again,  and,  crossing  over  the 
protective  deck,  found  an  opening  in  the  protective  deck  and  went 
down  through  that  about  the  inner  frame  30,  and  from  there  I  crawled 
diagonally  forward  to  starboard,  and  found  the  front  end  of  boiler  A, 
took  the  felting  off  and  felt  the  plates  myself.  Returned  to  this  start 
ing  point,  frame  36,  amidships,  and  went  down  again  under  the  pro- 
tective deck,  through  the  same  opening,  and  found  boiler  G.  The  A, 
B,  and  0  boilers  appeared  to  be  in  their  proper  positions. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  the  forward  bulkhead  of  the  coal  bunker 
abaft  boiler  C  is  buckled  aft  and  horizontally.    That  is  all. 

Q.  Could  you  notdescribe  that  opening  in  the  protective  deck  through 
which  you  passed,  a  little  better! 

A.  I  think  it  is  a  hatch. 

Q.  Did  you  ascertain  how  far  aft  the  protective  deck  was  carried  away! 

A.  No,  sir. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct,  and,  aft«r 
having  been  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse 
upon  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

The  court  then  proceeded  to  the  wreck. 

After  returning  from  the  wreck,  the  court  reassembled,  and  took  a 
recess  subject  to  being  reassembled  upon  being  called  upon. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  recess,  10  a.  m.,  Sunday,  March  13, 1898,  tbe 
court  reassembled. 

Present :  All  the  members,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the  stenographer. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwright  entered  the  court. 

Ensign  PowELSON,  a  former  witness,  was  called  by  the  courts  and 
after  having  been  warned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was  still 
under  oath  which  he  had  taken,  he  testified  as  follows: 

By  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Mr.  Powelson,  have  you  read  over  the  testimony  which  you  gave 
before  this  court  the  last  time? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  with  the  exception  of,  on  page  549,  fourth  line,  next 
to  last  word,  "a''  should  be  "the."  I  wish  to  change  the  testimony  in 
regard  to  the  horizontal  angle  that  the  keel  forward  of  the  frame  1^ 
makes  with  the  keel  abaft  of  frame  18.  I*^  was  104  degrees,  and  I  have 
since  ascertained  that  it  is  about  94  degrees.  The  angle  bad  be^ 
recorded  wrong  in  my  notebook. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  further  discoveries  that  you  wish  to  testify 
to  betbre  this  court  since  your  last  testimony? 

A.  I  have  taken  some  soundings,  and  have  cut  in  prominent  points 
in  the  keel  by  taking  angles  on  fixed  points  of  the  ship,  but  have  not 
yet  completed  my  work. 
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Q.  Wbeii  do  yon  tbink  that  your  drawings  will  be  ready! 
A.  I  tbink  by  to-nigbt  or  early  tomorrow  morning. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Is  this  work  that  the  court  had  directed  yon  previously  to  dot 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  bis  amended 
testimony  of  previous  day  and  bis  testimony  of  today  was  read  over  to 
him  and  by  bim  approved  and  pronounced  correct,  whereupon  be  with- 
drew. 

Chief  Gunner's  Mate  Andrew  Olsen,  a  former  witness,  appeared 
before  the  court,  and  having  been  warned  by  the  president  of  the  court 
that  be  was  still  under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  read  over  the  record  of  your  testimony  given  before 
this  court  on  Wednesday  last? 
A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded! 

A.  It  is,  with  a  few  exceptions.  On  page  552,  eighth  line,  second 
word,  change  31  to  41.  On  page  553,  ninth  line,  *' keel '^  should  be 
changed  to  ^^  rail,''  and  the  same  corrections  made  twice  on  the  tenth 
line.  Page  553,  seventh  line  from  the  bottom,  change  "  bow  "  to  "  buoy." 
Page  557,  tenth  line,  "  25  "  to  "23." 
Q.  Is  your  testimony,  as  now  amended,  correct? 
A.  Y^e8,8ir. 

Q.  Have  you  done  any  diving  since  you  gave  your  last  testimony 
before  this  court! 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  many  hours  in  all  f 

A.  About  eight  or  ten  hours  since  I  gave  my  last  testimony. 
\         Q.  With  what  object  did  you  go  down  t 

\         A.  To  look  for  the  armor  plate  which  I  bad  previously  reported. 
I         Q.  Did  you  find  it! 
I         A.  No,  sir. 

I         Q.  Are  you  still  confident,  in  your  own  mind,  that  you  bad  found  it 
before. 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  can  you  account  for  its  disappearance? 
A.  The  only  way  I  can  account  for  it  is  that  it  sunk  in  the  mud  at 
that  point.    It  is  three  weeks  now  since  I  found  it.    There  has  not  been 
I       any  diving  since  two  weeks  at  that  place. 

%         Q.  Have  you  made  any  further  discoveries  while  down  during  these 
f       last  hours  which  make  you  wish  to  change  any  of  your  testimony  pre- 
viously given  before  this  court? 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  additional  discoveries  that  you  wish  to  testify 
to  before  this  court? 

A.  Yci*,  sir.    About  some  loose  powder  that  I  have  reported  before. 
I  scooped  some  of  it  up  and  sent  it  up  to  Mr.  Powelson.    It  was  sent 
np  in  a  bag. 
Q.  Powder  and  mud  mixed  ? 
A.  Both,  sir. 

By  the  Court  : 
Q.  Has  that  fore-and-aft  bulkhead,  which  was  bent  over  the  10  inch 
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shell  room,  and  which  was  near  the  plate  which  you  formerly  described 
disappeared  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  can  not  locate  it. 

Q.  What  plates  have  you  found  there  lately! 

A.  Around  the  vicinity  £  found  a  thwartship  bulkhead — an  armoi 
bulkhead 

Q.  In  how  many  parts? 

A.  One  plate.  I  found  something  that  looked  like  the  bulkhead  plate— 
6-iiich — farther  in  amidships,  but  I  could  only  feel  it  for  a  space  of  a 
few  inches  underneath  some  wreckage. 

Q.  How  high  did  the  fore-and-aft  bulkhead  which  leaned  over  the 
10-inch  shell  room  appear  to  you  when  you  were  down  there,  as  yoo 
stood  in  the  10  inch  shell  roomt 

A.  I  went  down  in  a  hole  and  the  curved  part  just  touched  my  helmet 

Q.  And  that  bulkhead  you  have  not  lately  been  able  to  locate f 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  not  that  plate  lead  you  to  believe  that  you  have  not  been  dowi 
in  the  same  place  where  you  at  first  found  the  outside  armor  plate  f 

A.  My  belief  is  that  I  was  down  in  the  vicinity. 

Q.  Does  not  that  make  you  doubt  that  you  have  not  been  down  in 
the  same  place  f 

A.  Yes;  I  might  not  have  been  down  in  the  same  place.  I  might  hi 
within  5  or  6  inches  of  that  place  without  seeing  the  plate.  You  can 
not  tell  where  you  are  down  there. 

Q.  That  would  be  a  more  reasonable  explanation  than  to  suppose 
that  this  plate  has  disappeared  in  some  wayt 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  locating  the  points  under  Mr.  Powelson's  direction,  have  yot 
been  again  to  the  stem  of  the  ship? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  are  confident  of  its  position? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  followed  up  again  the  keel  from  the  stem? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  the  bottom  of  the  ship,  then,  forward  of  frame  17,  appeal 
to  be  fairly  intact? 

A.  It  seems  to  be  in  a  pretty  good  condition. 

Q.  Did  you  get  around  at  all  so  as  to  feel  up  on  the  forecastle  deck! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  could  feel  the  scupper  inside  the  rail. 

Q.  At  what  angle  did  the  deck  seem  to  lie? 

A.  At  about  45  or  50  degrees  from  the  horizontal. 

Q.  That  is,  the  whole  bow  lies  over  on  its  starboard  side? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  confident  of  that,  because  I  can  put  my  hand  ovei 
the  port  rail  and  down  into  the  mud. 

Q.  How  high  does  the  mud  go  up  on  the  deck?  Does  it  come  pretty 
nearly  up  to  the  port  rail? 

A.  Taking  a  x>oint  level  between  the  two  hawse  pii>es  of  the  sheet 
chain  and  of  the  bow  chain,  the  mud  is  just  on  a  level  at  that  point. 

Q.  Are  you  understood  to  have  said  that  this  stem  lies  nearly  parallel 
with  the  general  direction  of  the  ship? 

A.  l^early  parallel  with  the  general  direction  of  the  ship. 

Q.  What  is  the  direction  of  the  keel  of  this  part  of  the  ship,  forward 
of  frame  17? 

A.  The  keel  there  is  up  and  over  to  starboard  and  afb^  at  an  angle  oi 
about  60  degrees  with  the  horizontal. 
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Q.  Did  you  see  anything  of  a  deep  depression  in  the  mnd  forward 
there  t 
A.  Yes,  sir;  right  at  the  bow  of  the  ship. 
Q.  Under  the  bow,  do  you  mean  f 

A.  Bight  where  the  keel  goes  into  the  mud  I  fonnd  a  big  hole  in  the 
mad.    I  conld  go  right  down  into  the  hole,  and  extend  my  arms  and 
feel  the  top  of  the  hole.    It  was  about  level  with  my  armpits. 
Q.  How  deep  was  itf 
A.  About  4  or  5  feet. 
Q.  Was  it  solid  at  the  bottom f 

A.  It  was  muddy.    It  was  seemingly  more  solid  than  any  other  mud 
lugher  up. 
Q.  How  wide  was  this  at  the  topf 

A.  It  extended  out  from  the  ship  about  4  or  5  feet,  then  it  seems 
to  extend  around  the  keel — abaft  and  around  the  keel.    I  was  down  at 
this  point  yesterday.    The  ship  is  rapidly  sinking  into  it  and  the  hole 
is  closing  up. 
Q.  When  were  you  there? 
A.  Yesterday. 

Q.  Is  it  to  be  understood  that  this  hole  extends  under  the  after  part 
of  the  remainder  of  the  bowf 

A«  Underneath  the  keel,  as  it  goes  aft;  yes,  sir.  The  bottom  of  the 
stem  is  in  the  hole,  and  the  hole  goes  around  and  to  starboard,  under- 
neath the  keel. 

Q.  How  far,  according  to  your  observation,  has  the  x>owder  been 
mixed  with  the  mud;  over  how  great  an  area? 

A.  In  several  places  where  I  found  tanks  split  up,  iti  the  seams  I  found 
this  mud  and  powder  mixed.  I  think  it  is  powder  and  mud.  When 
yoa  stirred  it  up  you  can  not  see  a  thing.  When  you  go  outside  of  the 
ship  and  walk  in  the  mud  it  shows  a  kind  of  greenish  light  color. 
That  is  what  made  me  think  it  is  powder.  Mr.  Powelson  has  what  I 
brought  up. 

Q.  Does  the  quantity  of  this  mixed  material  down  there  seem  to  be 
Itfge! 

A.  No;  not  very  large,  sir.  You  can  find  it  in  small  spots  here  and 
there. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
▼as  read  over  to  him,  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct;  and,  after 
being  warned  by  the  presideni;  of  the  court  not  to  converse  upon  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

Oonner's  Mate  Thomas  Smith,  a  former  witness,  was  called  by  the 
court,  and  having  been  warned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he 
was  still  under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  he  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  done  any  diving  in  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  since  you 
gave  your  last  testimony  before  this  court! 

A.  I  was  down  for  about  one  hour. 

Q.  What  was  your  object  in  going  down! 

A.  To  search  for  the  armor  plate. 

Q.  Did  you  find  it! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What,  then,  did  you  find! 

A.  I  found  the  one  that  has  been  already  reported — ^the  transverse 
armor.  — 
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Q.  Are  you  confident  you  found  this  side  armor  plate  before,  as 
you  reported! 

A.  The  plate  that  I  found  now  I  am  sure  is  not  the  one  I  found  first 
when  I  came  here. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

Q.  Smith,  how  can  you  account  for  the  fact  that  you  can  not  find  this 
plate  f 

A.  The  only  thing  is  that  it  may  be  in  the  mud. 

Q.  What  was  there  near  the  plate — the  side  armor  plate— as  you 
originally  found  it,  by  which  you  might  identify  it! 

A.  I  remember  there  was  some  of  the  frames  of  the  ship  stood  up 
vertically. 

Q.  Did  you  find  those  frames! 

A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  found  those  frames  yet.  Right  near  this 
transverse  armor  plate  there  seems  to  be  an  inner  bottom  rolled  up 
over  on  top  of  it.  I  can  not  tell  whether  it  is  an  inner  bottom  or  a  bulk- 
head. 

Q.  Referring  to  the  hole  that  you  testified  to  on  a  previous  occasion, 
as  having  found  near  the  bow  of  the  ship,  will  you  please  describe  that 
hole  and  its  location  again. 

A.  The  hole  is  chietiy  abaft  the  keel  on  the  port  side  on  the  bow, 
and  extends  a  little  way  forward  along  the  stem  as  it  lies. 

Q.  How  deep  do  you  think  that  it  was! 

A.  I  should  judge  it  to  be  about  7  feet  deep. 

Q.  How  wide  across  the  top! 

A.  About  the  same,  sir. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  and  by  him  approved;  and,  after  having  been 
cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse  ux>on  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

Gunner's  Mate  Ritnbquist,  a  former  witness,  was  called  by  the 
court,  and  after  having  been  warned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that 
he  was  still  under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  he  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  done  any  diving  in  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  since  you 
last  testified  before  this  court! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  many  hours  in  all! 

A.  I  went  down  about  eight  hours. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  special  object  in  going  down! 

A.  I  was  sent  down  to  look  for  the  side  armor  plate. 

Q.  Did  you  find  it! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  confident  that  you  found  it  before! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  By  what  localities  could  you  identify  the  spot  where  it  was  before! 

A.  Well,  1  won't  say  I  am  unable  to  identify  the  place.  I  was  not 
down  long  enough  that  day.  I  happened  to  come  across  it  more  by 
accident  than  anything  else.  I  slipped  and  fell,  and  landed  close  to 
this  plate. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  only  time  you  saw  it  before! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  the  only  time  I  saw  it  before. 
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Q.  Then  you  are  sure  it  was  the  side  anuor  plate,  with  the  thinner 
edge  upf 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Daring  this  recent  diving  of  eight  hours  have  you  made  any 
farther  discoveries  that  would  change  your  previous  testimony  f 

A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  additional  discoveries  that  you  wish  to  tes- 
tify before  this  court  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  found  lots  of  shells  down  there — 6  pounders  and  10- 
inch ;  I  also  found  some  powder  tanks.  I  sent  some  of  them  up — about 
8ix  of  them ;  and  I  also  found  another  boiler — two  boilers  in  all.  I 
only  saw  one  before.    That  is  all. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  the  shell;  in  what  part  of  the  shipf 

A.  I  found  it  right  amidships,  forward  of  the  boiler. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  the  tanks f 

A.  In  the  same  localities;  close  to  it;  not  very  far  from  it. 

Q.  In  which  direction  from  the  shell  f 

A.  Forward  and  to  port. 

Q.  How  many  tanks  did  you  send  upf 

A.  I  sent  up  about  five  tanks. 

Q.  Were  these  boilers  that  you  found  forward  boilers  f 

A.  They  looked  to  be  forward  boilers,  sir.  I  also  found  a  piece  ot 
traosverse  armor  which  I  never  saw  before. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Are  you  certain,  absolutely  certain,  that  the  piece  of  armor  which 
yon  first  rex)orted  was  as  much  as  11  or  12  inches  thick  at  the  thickest 
part! 

A.  I  could  not  say  what  thickness  it  was,  because  I  did  not  measure 
it.  I  measured  the  top  of  it  with  my  fingers,  and  then  followed  the 
armor  plate  with  my  two  hands,  and  it  felt  to  me  that  it  was  getting 
thicker  down  below. 

Q.  You  are  confident  it  was  thicker  at  one  part  than  it  was  at 
another f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  certain  of  it. 

Q.  How  far  down  in  the  mud  did  you  follow  itt 

A.  I  followed  it  to  about  one-half  a  foot  down  into  the  mud.  It 
extended  way  down,  sir.    I  could  not  say  how  far  down. 

By  Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwbight: 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  wood  back- 
ing of  the  transverse  and  side  armor  f 

A.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  side  armor  the  backing  looked  to  be  all  ragged, 
bnt  on  the  back  of  the  transverse  armor  the  backing  is  all  in  good  con- 
ditioD.  I  also  found  on  the  side  armor,  where  the  bolts  went  through 
the  backing,  the  backing  is  broken  away,  and  left  the  part  of  the  bolt 
uncovered  where  the  wckhI  is  gone. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

Q.  Was  there  anything  besides  the  nut  on  itf 

A.  I  found  some  rubber  gaskets,  and  it  felt  soft  when  I  put  my  hand 
on  the  bolt.    Nothing  else. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  out  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct;  and,  after 
having  been  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse 
upon  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 
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OuDiier's  Mate  Sghluteb,  a  former  witness,  was  called  by  the  coart, 
and,  after  having  been  warned  by  the  president  of  the  coart  that  he  was 
still  under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  he  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Judge- Ad vocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  done  any  diving  on  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  since  your 
last  testimony  before  this  court! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  down  forward  in  the  magazine  fur  shells 
and  powder  tanks. 

Q.  Is  that  all  the  diving  you  have  done! 

A.  I  have  been  looking  for  the  armor  plate,  sir. 

Q.  Looking  for  the  side  armor  plate  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  it! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  find  in  the  way  of  tanks? 

A.  I  found  some  6-pounders,  sir.  Some  of  them  had  the  shell  in 
them;  some  of  tbem  had  the  shell  out,  and  there  was  still  some 
dark  stuff  left  that  looked  like  powder.  I  brought  them  up.  Some 
6-i)ounder  empty  ones  with  the  side  burst  out,  and  the  top  of  a  10-iuch 
tank. 

Q.  How  many  6- inch  tanks  did  you  send  up! 

A.  Three  or  four. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  ship  did  you  find  them  in  ! 

A.  Bight  around  the  10-inch  magazine.  I  also  found  another  boiler 
on  the  starboard  side,  in  good  condition,  as  far  as  I  could  feel. 

Q.  Was  it  a  forward  boiler! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  it  looked  to  me  like  the  second  boiler  forward  on  the 
starboard  side. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  discoveries  which  would  now  cause  you  to 
change  any  of  your  previous  testimony! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  other  discoveries  which  you  wish  to  testify 
before  this  court! 

A.  No,  sir. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct;  and  after 
having  been  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse 
upon  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry  he  withdrew. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwright,  a  former  witness,  was  then 
called  by  the  court,  and  after  having  been  warned  that  he  was  stiQ 
under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken  he  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  kept  an  account  of  the  powder  tanks  that  have  been 
sent  up  out  of  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  f 

A.  Only  in  my  memory. 

Q.  Gan  you  state  to  the  court  about  how  many  have  been  sent  up  of 
each  kind,  and  also  their  condition! 

A.  About  thirty-five  6inch  and  about  ten  10-inch.  I  have  seen  one 
10-inch  tank  and  two  6-inch  tanks  that  cx)ntained  x)owder  in  bags,  and 
the  remainder  were  either  empty  and  contained  parts  of  excelsior  pack- 
ing or  parts  of  powder  bags.  All  the  tanks  were  more  or  less  injured, 
a  large  proi)ortion  opening  lengthwise  along  the  seam.  Nearly  all  the 
tanks  show  signs  of  having  been  subjected  to  outside  pressure,  as  if 
pressed  against  the  powder  inside;  and  their  ends  are  also  crushed  in. 
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I  saw  two  6-inch  tanks  that  were  opened  at  the  seams  and  were 
pressed  down  flat,  as  if  by  an  exertion  of  considerable  force.  Those 
two  have  more  the  appearance  of  having  been  exploded,  in  my  mind, 
than  any  other,  and  though  not  the  appearance  I  would  expect  powder 
tanks  to  exhibit  after  a  charge  inside  had  burst.  Others  are  not  suffi- 
ciently destroyed  to  give  me  the  impression  of  having  been  exploded, 
although  1  have  never  seen  powder  tanks  after  an  explosion  and  can 
only  draw  my  own  ideas.  The  damage  to  the  tanks  seems  to  have  been 
caused  by  contact  with  some  hard  object,  and  as  the  shells  were  found 
ou  top  of  these  tanks  accounts  for  the  damage. 

Q.  How  was  the  Maine  made  fast  to  her  buoy  at  the  time  of  her 
destruction  f 

A.  Starboard  bow  chain. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  private  ammunition  on  board 
the  Maine — that  is,  ammunition  belonging  to  individuals  and  not  to 
the  Governmentf 

A.  None  that  came  to  my  knowledge. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct,  whereupon 
he  took  his  seat  as  an  interested  party. 

Naval  Constmctor  Hoover,  U.  8.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was  called 
bj  the  court,  and  having  been  cautioned  that  he  was  still  under  the 
oath  which  he  had  taken,  he  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  In  the  examination  you  made  of  the  portion  of  the  wreck  above 
water,  recognized  as  being  about  frame  17,  what  do  you  make  out  the 
thiu  plate  in  that  vicinity  to  bef 

A.  It  is  the  forward  part  of  the  forward  water  tank,  on  the  port  side, 
beneath  the  platform  deck  at  frame  18. 

Q.  What  is  the  portion  painted  white? 

A.  It  is  a  portion  of  the  bulkhead  at  frame  18,  forming  the  forward 
aide  of  the  6  inch  magazine. 

Q.  Is  the  forward  side  of  the  water  tank  crushed  in  at  all,  or  is  it 
approximately  still  a  plane  surface? 

A.  Nearly  a  plane  surface.  It  is  distorted  a  little;  but  it  is  torn 
away  from  its  fastenings  to  frame  18.  The  after  side  of  this  water- tank 
balkhead  now  faces  forward. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct,  and  after  being 
cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  convei-se  upon  matters 
pertaining  to  the  inquiry  he  withdrew. 

The  court  then  took  a  recess  at  12.20  p.  m.,  to  meet  to-morrow  at  10  a.  m. 


XJ.  8.  L.  H.  Tender  Mangrove, 
Harbor  of  Havana,  Cuba,  Monday,  March  14, 1898 — 10  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  All  the  members,  the  judge- advocate,  and  the  stenographer. 

The  record  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read  and  approved. 
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Lieut.  H.  HuTCHiNS,  U.  S.  Navy,  a  witness  called  by  the  conit, 
appeared,  and,  after  having  been  duly  sworn  by  the  president  of  the 
court,  testified  as  follows : 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Please  give  to  the  court  your  full  name,  rank,  and  present  station! 

A.  Hamilton  Hutchins;  lieutenant,  U.  S.  ^avy,  serving  as  navigator 
on  the  U.  8.  S.  Montgomery. 

Q.  Is  the  Montgomery  at  Havana? 

A.  She  is;  at  buoy  Ko.  3. 

Q.  How  long  has  the  Montgomery  been  at  Havana? 

A.  Since  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant. 

Q.  Have  you,  since  her  arrival  here,  been  engaged  in  taking  soundings 
around  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  f 

A.  I  have;  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Fields,  of  the  Montgomery, 

Q.  Have  you  with  you  a  chart  of  these  soundings? 

A.  I  have;  in  original  and  blue-print  copy . 

(The  witness  presented  to  the  court  the  two  charts  in  question.) 

Q.  This  chart  was  made  from  soundings  taken  under  your  supervision? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  from  soundings  taken  under  my  supervision  on  the  9th 
and  10th  instants. 

Q.  Is  it  a  correct  chart? 

A.  It  is;  as  nearly  as  possible  under  the  conditions.  The  depths  are 
correct,  although  their  positions  may  not  be  accurate. 

(The  chart  was  presented  to  the  court,  with  the  request  that  it  be 
appended  to  the  record,  marked  I.) 

Q.  Was  the  depth  of  the  soundings  reduced  to  datum  line,  or  the 
mean  low  water? 

A.  No,  sir;  the  soundings  around  the  after  body  were  all  taken  in 
the  forenoon,  and  the  soundings  around  the  forward  body  in  the  after- 
noon. The  time  of  high  water  on  these  two  days  I  made  to  be  aboat 
9.30  on  the  morning  of  the  9th. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct;  and,  after  hav- 
ing been  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse  upon 
matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

Chief  Engineer  Howell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was  recalled 
by  the  court,  and,  after  having  been  cautioned  by  the  i^resident  of  the 
court  that  he  was  still  under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  he  testified 
as  follows : 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Dnritig  the  stay  of  the  Maine  at  Havana  the  last  time,  what  for- 
ward coal  bunkers  were  painted,  and  at  what  times  were  they  paintedt 

A.  B  3, 6  5,  B  4,  and  B  6  were  painted.  They  were  painted  between 
February  1  and  about  February  10.  Somewhere  between  the  1st  and 
the  10th. 

Q.  Did  the  paint  you  used  contain  dryer  and  turpentine? 

A.  The  first  paint  we  used  was  made  of  red  lead,  oil,  and  turpentine. 
The  turpentine  gave  out,  and  after  that  the  paint  was  without  any  tur- 
pentine or  dryers.    I  don't  remember  when  this  change  took  place. 

Q.  After  having  painted  the  bunkers,  were  they  kept  closed  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  endanger  any  accumulation  of  combustible  gases? 

A.  No,  sir;  these  bunkers  were  opened  frequently  by  the  battle 
doors  and  scbutes  which  led  up  to  the  open  air  ou  the  main  deck.    The 
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shntes  were  oi)ened,  and  the  battle  doors  were  worked  to  keep  them 
IB  good  order;  also  these  bunkers  have  air- ventilating  pipes  leading  to 
the  open  air. 

There  being  no  furtiier  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct;  and,  after 
baying  been  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse 
upon  matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

The  court  thereupon  took  a  recess,  to  reassemble  upon  being  called. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess. 

Present:  All  the  members,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the  stenog- 
rapher. 

Commander  Converse,  U.  S.  Kavy,  a  former  witness,  was  called  by 
the  court,  and  having  been  cautioned  that  he  was  still  under  the  oath 
which  he  had  taken,  he  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  read  over  the  record  of  the  testimony  that  you  gave 
before  this  court  on  Friday  lastt 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  correct  as  recorded! 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Court  : 

Q.  Having  somewhat  examined  the  wreck,  and  being  informed  as  to 
the  conditions  existing  in  the  forward  part  of  the  ship,  as  she  now  is, 
are  you  able  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  initial  cause  of  the 
damage! 

A.  I  am  unable  to  form  any  opinion  from  the  observations  of  the 
wreck  which  I  have  seen  above  water.  Assun  iug  that  the  sketch  of 
the  forward  part  of  the  ship,  from  frame  18  forN^ard,  is  approximately 
correct,  [witness  here  looked  at  Exhibit  HI,  it  would  appear  to  me  that 
the  result  indicated  or  shown  might  have  been  produced  by  an  explo- 
sion of  a  large  quantity  of  explosive  material  of  small  power,  which,  by 
causing  a  large  upheaval  of  water,  would  lift  the  vessel  bodily,  and  at 
tbe  same  time  throw  it  slightly  over  to  starboard. 

The  rujiture  of  the  vertical  keel,  and  of  the  skin  plating  on  the  port 
side  occurred,  and  that,  as  the  vessel  was  still  fart.ier  lifted,  the  edges 
of  the  skin  plating  came  in  contact  with  the  water,  and  by  being  lifted 
still  farther,  these  fragments,  marked  B  and  A,  were  bent  forward  and 
downward  in  the  position  shown ;  and  that,  when  the  vessel  slowly  sank 
again,  having  her  starboard  bow  water  borne,  would  naturally  cause 
the  whole  bow  to  slide  off  to  port.  The  amount  by  which  the  piece  of 
A  and  B  are  bent  forward  corresponds  approximately  with  the  amount 
by  which  the  vessel  has  been  shortened.  I  can  not  realize  that  pieces 
of  the  bottom  as  large  as  A  and  B  could  have  been  blown  forward  and 
downward  by  any  interior  explosion,  the  surfaces  being,  as  they  were, 
supported  by  water  on  the  outside. 

Q.  Supposing  the  initial  cause  of  the  disaster  had  been  exterior,  by 
mch  a  mine  as  you  have  described,  and  this  explosion  had  exploded 
tbe  forward  magazines  of  the  Maine^  what  would  have  been  the  result 
to  the  MainCj  caused  by  this  second  explosion! 

A.  The  explosion  of  a  magazine,  entirely  or  partially  flooded,  con- 
taining i)owder  in  tanks,  would  undoubtedly,  on  account  of  the  water 
tamping  given  the  charges,  produce  marked  local  effects.  Escaping 
gases,  if  in  sufficient  quantity,  would  tend  to  blow  opeti  and  back  the 
sides  and  deck  of  the  ship.    It  is  thought  that  an  explosion  of  this 

8.  Doe.  207 ^18 
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kind  would  be,  in  its  nature,  progressive,  and  that  the  accumulation  of 
ga^es  would  become  more  and  more  rapid  until  all  obstacles  were 
removed.  Judging  also  from  the  effects  of  explosions  which  I  have 
witnessed,  much  of  the  explosive  material  in  the  magazine,  if  contained 
in  separate  cases  or  tanks,  would  be  dispersed  and  scattered  without 
exploding. 

Q.  Frame  18,  as  shown  on  the  plan  of  the  MainCj  represents  the 
highest  point  of  the  keel  at  present,  and  the  point  at  which  the  keel  is 
broken.  Do  you  think  that,  in  the  case  of  a  powder  pressure  in  this 
compartment  of  the  berth  deck,  between  frames  12  and  18,  sufficient  to 
rend  asunder  the  sides  of  the  ship,  it  would  have  been  possible  for  any 
man  to  have  escaped  alive  f 

A.  1  think  it  not  impossible. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct;  and,  after 
having  been  warned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse  upon 
matters  pertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

The  court  then  adjourned  at  3.40  p.  m.  to  meet  to-morrow  at  10  a.  m. 


TJ.  S.  L.  H.  Tender  Mangrove, 
^^^  Habbob  of  Havana,  Cuba, 

Tuesday  J  March  15^  1898 — 2  p,  «. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  a4Journment  of  yesterday,  but  not 
until  2  p.  m.,  as  no  test  imony  was  ready  during  the  forenoon. 
Present :  All  the  me'  abers,  the  judge- advocate,  and  the  stenographer. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwbight  entered  the  court. 
The  record  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read  over  and  approved. 

Submarine  Diver  Dwteb,  a  former  witness,  was  called  by  the  court, 
and  after  having  been  warned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was 
still  under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  he  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  done  any  diving  in  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  since  yoa 
gave  your  last  testimony  before  this  court? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  about  one-half  day  on  Saturday,  one-half  day  on  Son- 
day,  all  day  Monday,  and  this  forenoon. 

Q.  Please  st^te  to  the  court  what  you  found. 

A.  I  found  the  bow  portion  of  the  ship  laying  on  its  starboard  broad- 
side, with  the  stem  laying  flat  on  the  bottom.  The  ]X)rt  side  of  the 
main  deck  to  the  berth  deck  was  torn  loose  and  thrown  forward — ^bent 
forward — and  slightly  upward.  The  break  from  the  main  deck  started 
at  the  forward  shutter  of  the  6-inch  gun  port.  At  the  same  point  the 
main  deck  was  turned  up  at  right  angles  from  its  proper  position.  The 
break  begins  aft  and  extends  as  far  forward  as  the  forward  shutter  of 
the  6-inch  port.  Forward  of  this  the  deck  is  in  place,  and  also  the  bow, 
The]K)rt  6inch  gun  lays  across  the  knightheads;  the  port  6 pounder 
is  still  attached  to  the  deck,  and  so  is  the  port  anchor  davit.  The 
6-pounder  is  trained  aft  on  its  own  deck. 

(Sketch  H  was  here  shown  to  the  witness. 

By  the  Coubt  : 
Q.  Do  you  recognize  that,  Mr.  Dwyerf 
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A.  On  the  sketch  the  stem  seems  to  come  up  out  of  the  mud.  In 
reality  the  ram  is  iu  the  mud  and  the  stem  lies  flat  aloug  the  mud.  For 
bhe  lirst  eighteen  frames  from  forward  the  keel  of  the  ship  slants  up. 
ward.  The  keel  is  then  thrown  up  from  its  original  position  for  a  dis- 
tance  of  about  IH  inches;  after  that  it  makes  a  sharp  bend  up  at  an 
angle  of  45  degrees,  and  then  it  bends  down.  At  this  upper  point  the 
yertical  keel  is  broken  sharp  off  and  bent  right  down,  comes  straight 
down,  almost  plumb,  for  a  distance  of,  I  should  Judge,  of  about  16  feet. 
The  yertical  keel  is  then  bent  back  on  itself  for  a  distance  of  about  2 
feet.  The  flat  keel  itself,  at  this  lower  point,  appears  to  be  broken. 
Then  the  keel  is  bent  aft  and  downward  for  about  20  feet,  when  the 
vertical  keel  appears  to  end.    I  could  feel  the  broken  end. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  How  much  of  the  vertical  keel,  as  you  have  described  it,  had  the 
flat  keel  still  attached  to  itf 

A  That  would  be  difficult  to  answer.  The  inner  bottom  covers  the 
vertical  keel  almost  the  whole  length  of  it,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to 
see  whether  the  flat  keel  is  underneath  or  not,  except  that  one  point, 
about  ten  feet  forward  of  the  end  of  the  vertical  keel,  where  it  is  i>ossi- 
ble  to  reach  down  there.  At  that  point,  on  feehng  the  vertical  keel,  it 
appeared  to  be  crushed — the  lower  portion  up  toward  the  upper  iK)r- 
tion  or  reverse. 

The  inner  bottom  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  vertical  keel  appeared 
to  be  pressed  downward,  showing  the  sharp  outline  of  the  vertical  keeL 
It  was  in  that  shape  from  where  I  found  the  vertical  keel  to  end  for 
about  fifteen  feet  forward.  The  port  side  of  the  bow  appears  to  be 
blown  outward  to  within  one  or  two  plates  of  the  keel.  On  the  star- 
bard  side,  abreast  of  where  the  keel  is  bent,  there  are  two  bottom  plates 
attached  to  the  keel,  and  the  outer  edge  of  these  plates  take  the  same 
general  curvature  as  the  keel  does,  bat  with  a  larger  radius. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  direction  of  the  inner  bottom  which  is  attached 
to  the  keel,  and  how  much  of  it  is  attached  to  different  portions  of  the 
keelf 

A.  From  frame  18  down  to  about  frame  21  there  is  none  of  the  inner 
bottom  attached  to  the  vertical  keel  on  the  i)ort  side,  while  there  is  on 
the  starboard  side  from  3  to  4  feet.  Abaft  of  this  the  inner  bottom  is 
intact,  and  the  end  of  the  vertical  keel,  except  at  one  point,  about  10 
feet  forward  from  the  after  end,  where  the  inner  bottom  is  split  from 
the  vertical  keel  out  to  port. 

Q.  How  much  of  the  bottom  plating  is  attached  to  the  keel  on  each 
side,  as  far  as  you  could  findt    What  is  its  general  condition! 

A.  At  about  frame  16 1  counted  five  plates  from  the  starboard  side  of 
the  keel  down  to  the  mud.  They  did  not  seem  to  be  damaged  in  any 
way.  About  10  feet  forward  of  that  point  I  counted  two  plates  to  port 
of  the  keeL  Farther  forward  I  could  not  tell  how  many  plates  it  was. 
Near  the  ram  I  was  unable  to  find  the  edge  of  the  plates  so  as  to  count 
them,  as  the  plates  appeared  to  be  but  seams. 

Q.  Was  there  any  bottom  plating  attached  to  the  keel  on  the  port 
Ride  in  the  vicinity  of  frame  17 1 

A.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  port  side  of  the  keel,  at  frame  17,  there  was  plat- 
ing attached,  but  1  could  not  get  the  general  contour  of  it. 

By  the  Coubt  : 

Q.  Mr.  Dwyer,  did  you  examine  the  outside  of  the  ship,  from  the 
turret,  forward  on  the  starboard  sidet 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  What  condition  of  things  did  you  find  there! 

A.  It  was  a  bewildering  mass  of  bulkhead  and  iron  plates.  I  could 
not  keep  track  of  it,  especially  as  I  had  to  work  from  aft  forward. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  us  anything  about  the  armor  forward  of  what  you 
testified  to  the  last  time! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  the  port  side  abaft! 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  the  bow  of  the  ship  lies  on  its  bilge,  as  you  might  say,  on 
its  starboard  side,  is  the  position  of  that  portion  of  the  ship  due  to  its 
form,  or  is  it  held  there  by  the  keel  and  by  the  bow,  or  stem,  sticking 
in  the  mud! 

A.  No,  sir;  I  should  say  it  was  the  form  of  the  ship.  I  should  say, 
from  the  position  of  the  keel  in  relation  to  the  bottom  plating,  that  she 
is  lying  a  little  farther  over  than  on  her  beam  end.  In  regard  to  the 
depression  in  the  mud  which  you  spoke  of,  I  searched  for  that,  and  find 
no  hollow  such  as  was  described.  What  I  found  was  that  the  ram,  Avhen 
the  bow  fell  over  on  its  side,  had  turned  up  quite  an  amount  of  mud, 
and  on  going  from  the  top  of  that  aft  I  appeared  to  go  down  in  a  hol- 
low; but  going  from  aft  forward  you  find  the  general  bottom,  and  then 
the  mound  raised  up  to  the  ram. 

Q.  You  are  assuming,  then,  that  the  bow  went  down  first! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  it  struck  a  blow  in  the  mud  and  threw  this  up! 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  assume  that  from  the  condition  of  the  bottom  just 
forward  of  the  ram. 

Q.  Just  forward  of  the  ram  or  just  abaft! 

A.  Well,  you  might  say  under  the  ram.  There  is  one  point  to  men- 
tion about  the  main  deck.  After  turning  at  right  angles  it  takes  a 
general  twist  over  to  starboard,  so  that  the  point  where  the  hatch  is— 
the  forward  hatch — the  deck  was  upside  down  at  that  point. 

Q.  What  hatch! 

A.  Forward  hatch  on  the  forecastle. 

Q.  Are  you  referring  to  the  upper  deck  or  the  main  deck! 

A.  Main  deck,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  the  foremast! 

A.  No,  sir  5  I  did  not.  1  crossed  the  deck  just  by  the  hatx^h  and  found 
a  brass  plate  on  the  under  side  of  the  deck  which  spoke  of  ^'showera'^ 

Q.  Did  you  come  across  any  projectiles  or  powder  tanks  when  yoa 
were  in  the  vicinity  of  frame  18  or  abaft  of  it! 

A.  I  found  a  10-inch  shell  laying  close  to  the  vertical  keel  on  the  inner 
bottom  at  about  frame  21 — a  percussion  10-inch  shell.  1  found  no  pow- 
der tanks  here.  Further  aft  to  port  I  found  quite  a  number  of  iK)wder 
tanks,  Ginch,  6-pounder,  and  10  inch  shell,  and  also  some  brass  car- 
tridges about  the  same  diameter  as  the  G-pounders,  but  they  were 
exploded. 

By  Lieutenant-Commander  WAiNWRiani-: 

Q.  When  you  stood  in  the  mud  at  the  point  where  the  keel  entered 
the  mud  forward,  did  there  appear  to  be  any  depression  there — a  hol- 
low! 

A.  No,  sir;  the  mud  appeared  to  be,  as  I  stood  at  the  side  of  the 
keel,  facing  toward  the  ram,  on  the  left,  appeared  to  be  turned  up 
higher  on  one  side,  and  the  ram  appeared  to  be  going  down  into  the 
bottom.  Following  the  keel  down  with  my  hands  toward  the  point  of 
the  ram  I  found  the  ram  was  covered  with  the  mud. 
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There  being  no  farther  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him,  and  by  him  prouoanoed  to  be  correct,  and  after 
being  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse  upon 
matters  pertaining  to  the  court,  he  withdrew. 

The  court  thereupon  took  a  recess  at  3.30 

The  court  reassembled  at  the  expiration  of  the  recess  at  4.30  p.  m. 
Present:  All  the  members,  the  judge  -  advocate,  and  the  stenog- 
rapher. 

Lieutenant  Hutghins,  a  former  witness,  was  called  by  the  court, 
and  having  been  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  that  he  was 
still  under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  he  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Q.  Have  you  observed  and  can  you  tell  the  court  the  magnetic  direc- 
tion of  the  keel  of  the  Maine — the  after  ])art  of  the  ship? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  examined  it  by  horizontal  angles  and  checked  it  as 
near  as  possible  with  the  compass.  It  is  north  85  degrees  west  mag- 
netic, looking  forward.    The  ship  is  lying  head  north  85  degrees  west. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness,  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct,  and  after 
having  been  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse 
npon  matters  i)ertaining  to  the  inquiry,  he  withdrew. 

Ensign  Powelson,  U.  S.  Navy,  a  former  witness,  was  recalled  by 
the  court,  and  after  having  been  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the 
court  that  he  was  still  under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  he  testified 
as  follows: 

By  the  Judge-Advocate  : 

Q.  Mr.  Powelson,  have  you  made  the  drawings  you  were  directed  to 
make  by  the  court  of  the  wreck  of  the  Maine? 

A.  They  are  not  quite  complete;  but  nearly  so. 

Q.  WiU  you  please  explain  to  the  court  how  you  obtained  the  data 
for  these  drawings? 

A.  I  sent  divers  down  to  various  points  on  the  line  of  the  keel,  and 
then  sent  a  lead  line  down  to  the  diver;  got  into  a  boat;  plumbed  the 
point;  took  soundings  and  two  angles  on  stations  that  I  had  established 
on  the  ship  and  wreckage  near  the  ship.  Station  A  is  the  mainmast; 
Station  C  the  port  crane;  Station  D  the  forward  edge  of  the  after 
smoke-pipe,  and  Station  B  is  at  a  piece  of  wreckage  126  degrees  in 
azimuth  from  Station  A,  measured  at  Station  D,  and  distant  41^  feet 
from  Station  D.  Station  E  is  the  piece  of  wreckage  in  azimuth  64 
degrees  from  Station  B,  measured  at  Station  D,  and  distant  94  feet  from 
Station  D.  After  establishing  several  points  on  the  line  of  the  keel,  I 
sent  the  diver  down  to  get  points  on  the  line  of  the  break  of  the  bot- 
tom plating  on  the  port  side.  These  points  are  one,  two,  three,  and 
fonr  E.  These  points  were  angled  on,  and  depths  taken  as  I  have 
described. 

Mr.  Powelson  was  then  directed  to  complete  the  drawing  and  send  it 
to  the  court,  at  Key  West,  on  board  the  /oica,  to-morrow,  and  attest  the 
correctness  over  his  signature. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  ask  this  witness  his  testimony 
was  read  over  to  him,  and  by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct,  and  after 
having  been  cautioned  by  the  president  of  the  court  not  to  converse 
upon  matters  pertaining  to  the  court,  he  withdrew. 

The  court  then,  at  5.10,  adjourned  to  hold  its  next  meeting  on  boacd. 
the  battle  ship  Joira,  off  Key  West,  Fla. 
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NINETEENTH  DAT. 

U.  S.  Battle  Ship  Iowa  (Ist  rate), 
Off  Ken  yf^t^  Fla.y  Thursday ^  March  17 j  1898—10  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  last  adjournment. 
Present:  All  the  members,  the  judge-adyocate,  and  the  stenographer. 
The  record  of  last  day's  proceedings  was  read  over  and  approved. 
The  court  was  then  cleared  for  deliberation. 

The  doors  being  opeued  at  5  p.  m.,  the  court  acyourned  to  meet  to- 
morrow at  10  a.  m. 


XJ.  S.  Battle  Ship  Iowa  (Ist  rate). 
Off  Key  West,  Fla.j  Friday ,  March  18 j  1898—10  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday. 

Present:  All  the  members,  the  judge-advocate,  and  the  stenographer. 

The  record  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read  over  and  approved. 

The  judge-advocate  informed  the  court  that  he  had  received  seven 
more  photographs  from  Chief  Engineer  0.  P.  Howell — the  ones  that 
Chief  Engineer  C.  P.  Howell  had  been  directed  by  the  court  to  have 
taken — and  asked  permission  of  the  court  to  place  them  with  Exhibit  L 

The  request  was  granted. 

The  judge-advocate  then  informed  the  court  that  he  had  received  the 
plan  of  the  wreck  of  the  Maine  that  Ensign  Powelson  had  not  finished 
before  the  court  had  left  Havana. 

The  plan  was  shown  to  the  court,  with  the  request  to  have  it  appended 
to  the  record,  marked  L. 

The  request  was  granted. 

The  judge-advocate  then  informed  the  court  that  he  had  also  received 
the  plan  of  the  broken  part  of  the  vertical  and  flat  keel  of  the  Maiwt 
which  Gunner's  Mate  A.  Olsen  had  sent  to  him,  the  same  not  having 
been  quite  complete  when  the  court  left  Havana. 

This  plan  was  shown  to  the  court,  with  the  request  that  it  be  appended 
to  the  record,  marked  M. 

This  request  was  granted. 

The  judge-advocate  also  requested  to  have  five  views  taken  by  Pho- 
tographer Hart — which  he  had  requested  Photographer  Hart  to  take— 
and  added  to  Exhibit  I. 

The  request  was  granted. 

The  court  was  then  cleared  for  deliberation. 

At  3.50  p.  m.  the  doors  were  opened,  and  court  adjourned  to  meet 
to-morrow  at  10  a.  m. 

TWBNTY-PIRST  DA7. 

U.  S.  Battle  Ship  Iowa  (Ist  rate), 
Off  Key  Westj  Fla.j  Saturday ^  March  19^  1898^-10  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  last  adjournment. 
Present:  All  the  members  and  the  judge- advocate. 
The  record  of  last  day's  proceedings  was  read  over  and  approved. 
The  court  was  then  cleared  for  deliberation. 

The  doors  being  opened,  the  court  a^oumed  to  meet  to-morrow, 
Sunday,  March  20, 1898,  at  10  a.  m. 
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IT.  S.  S.  Iowa  (Ist  rate), 
Off  Key  West^  Fla.j  Sunday ^  March  20y  1898— 2  p.  m. 

The  conrt  met  pursuant  to  the  last  adjournment. 

Present:  All  the  members  and  the  judge-advocate. 

The  record  of  last  day's  proceedings  was  read  over  and  approved. 

The  court  was  then  cleared  for  deliberation. 

The  doors  being  opened,  the  court  a<\journed  at  4.30  p.  m.  to  meet 
to-morrow,  Monday,  the  2l8t  day  of  March,  1898. 


U.  8.  8.  Iowa  (Ist  rate), 
Key  West^  Fla.,  Mandayj  March  21^  1898—10  a.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday. 
Present:  All  the  members  and  the  judge-advocate. 
The  record  of  last  day's  proceedings  was  read  over  and  approved. 
The  court  was  then  cleared  for  deliberation. 

After  full  and  mature  consideration  of  ail  the  testimony  before  it, 
the  court  finds  as  follows: 

1.  That  the  United  States  battle  ship  Maine  arrived  in  the  harbor  of 
Habana,  Cuba,  on  the  25th  day  of  January,  1898,  and  was  taken  to 
bui>y  No.  4,  in  from  5^  to  6  fathoms  of  water  by  the  regular  Govern- 
ment pilot. 

The  United  States  consul-general  at  Havana  had  notified  the  au- 
^orities  at  that  place,  the  previous  evening,  of  the  intended  arrival  of 
the  Maine* 

2.  The  state  of  discipline  on  board  the  Maine  was  excellent,  and  all 
orders  and  regulations  in  regard  to  the  care  and  safety  of  the  ship 
were  strictly  carried  out. 

All  ammunition  was  stowed  in  accordance  with  prescribed  instruc- 
tioDB,  and  proper  care  was  taken  whenever  ammunition  was  handled. 

Nothing  was  stowed  in  any  one  of  the  magazines  or  shell  rooms  which 
was  not  permitted  to  be  stowed  there. 

The  magazines  and  shell  rooms  were  always  locked  after  having  been 
opened,  and  after  the  destruction  of  the  Maine  the  keys  were  found  in 
their  proper  place  in  the  captain's  cabin,  everything  having  been 
reported  secure  that  evening  at  8  p.  m. 

The  temperatures  of  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms  were  taken  daily 
and  reported.  The  only  magazine  which  had  an  undue  amount  of  heat 
was  the  after  10-inch  magazine,  and  that  did  not  explode  at  the  time 
the  Maine  was  destroyed. 

The  torpedo  war  heads  were  all  stowed  in  the  after  part  of  the  ship, 
under  the  ward  room,  and  neither  caused  nor  participated  in  the  de- 
straction  of  the  Maine. 

The  dry  gun-cotton  primers  and  detonators  were  stowed  in  the  cabin 
aft,  and  remote  from  the  scene  of  the  explosion. 

Waste  was  carefnlly  looked  after  on  board  the  Maine  to  obviate 
danger.  Special  orders  in  regard  to  this  had  been  given  by  the  com- 
manding officer. 

Varnishes,  driers,  alcohol,  and  other  combustibles  of  this  nature  were 
stowed  on  or  above  the  main  deck  and  could  not  have  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  destruction  of  the  Maine. 
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The  medical  stores  were  stowed  aft,  under  the  ward  room,  and  remote 
from  the  scene  of  the  explosion. 

No  dangerous  stores  of  any  kind  were  stowed  below  in  any  of  the 
other  storerooms. 

The  coal  bunkers  were  inspected  daily.  Of  those  bankers  adjacoit 
to  the  forward  magazines  and  shell  rooms  four  were  empty,  namely: 
B3,  B4,  B5,  B6.  A15  had  been  in  use  that  day,  and  AIG  was  full  of 
New  River  coal.  This  coal  had  been  carefully  inspected  before  receiv- 
ing it  on  board.  The  bunker  in  which  it  was  stowed  was  accessible  on 
three  sides  at  all  times,  and  the  fourth  side  at  this  time  on  account 
of  bunkers  B4  and  BB  being  empty.  This  bunker,  A 16,  had  been 
inspected  that  day  by  the  engineer  officer  on  duty. 

The  fire  alarms  in  the  bunkers  were  in  working  order,  and  there  had 
never  been  a  case  of  spontaneous  combustion  of  coal  on  board  the 
Maine. 

The  two  after  boilers  of  the  ship  were  in  use  at  the  time  of  the  dis- 
aster, but  for  auxiliary  purposes  only,  with  a  comparatively  low  pres- 
sure of  steam,  and  being  tended  by  a  reliable  watch. 

These  boilers  could  not  have  caused  the  explosion  of  the  ship.  The 
four  forward  boilers  have  since  been  found  by  the  divers,  and  are  in  a 
fair  condition. 

On  the  night  of  the  destruction  of  the  Maine  everything  had  been 
reported  secure  for  the  night  at  8  p.  m.  by  reliable  persons,  through 
the  proper  authorities,  to  the  commanding  officer.  At  the  time  the 
Maine  was  destroyed  the  ship  was  quiet,  and,  therefore,  least  liable  to 
accident  caused  by  movements  from  those  on  board. 

EXPLOSIONS. 

3.  The  destruction  of  the  Maine  occurred  at  9.40  p.  m.  on  the  15th 
day  of  February,  1898,  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  Cuba,  she  being  at  the 
time  moored  to  the  same  buoy  to  which  she  had  been  taken  upon  ber 
arrival.  There  were  two  explosions  of  a  distinctly  different  character, 
with  a  very  short  but  distinct  interval  between  them,  and  the  forward 
part  of  the  ship  was  lifted  to  a  marked  degree  at  the  time  of  the  first 
explosion.  The  first  explosion  was  more  in  the  nature  of  a  rei)ort  lii^e 
that  of  a  gun,  while  the  second  explosion  was  more  open,  prolonged, 
and  of  greater  volume.  This  second  explosion  was,  in  the  opinion  oif 
the  court,  caused  by  the  partial  explosion  of  two  or  more  of  the  forward 
magazines  of  the  Maine. 

CONDITION   OF   THE  WBBGK. 

4.  The  evidence  bearing  upon  this,  being  principally  obtained  fit)m 
divers,  did  not  enable  the  court  to  form  a  definite  conclusion  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  wreck,  although  it  was  established  that  the  after  part 
of  the  ship  was  practically  intact,  and  sank  in  that  condition  a  very 
few  minutes  after  the  destruction  of  the  forward  part. 

The  following  facts  in  regard  to  the  forward  part  of  the  ship  are, 
however,  established  by  the  testimony: 

A  portion  of  the  port  side  of  the  protective  deck,  which  extends 
from  about  frame  30  to  about  frame  41,  was  blown  up,  aft,  and  over  to 
port.  The  main  deck,  from  about  frame  30  to  about  frame  41,  was 
blown  up,  aft,  and  slightly  over  to  starboard,  folding  the  forward  part 
of  the  middle  superstructure  over  and  on  top  of  the  after  part. 
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lis  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  conrt,  caused  by  the  partial  explosion 
ro  or  more  of  the  forward  magazines  of  the  Maine. 
At  frame  17  the  oater  shell  of  the  ship,  from  a  point  11^  feet 
I  the  middle  line  of*  the  ship,  and  C  feet  above  the  keel  when  in  its 
aal  position,  has  been  forced  up  so  as  to  be  now  abont  4  feet  above 
surface  of  the  water,  therefore  about  34  feet  above  where  it  would 
lad  the  ship  sunk  uiiiDJured. 

tie  outside  bottom  plating  is  bent  into  a  reversed  V  shape  (A),  the 
r  wing  of  which,  about  15  feet  broad  and  32  feet  in  leugth  (from 
le  17  to  frame  25),  is  doubled  back  upon  itself  against  the  coutinu- 
n  of  the  same  plating,  extending  forward. 

t  frame  18  the  vertical  keel  is  broken  in  two,  and  the  flat  keel  bent 
•  an  angle  similar  to  the  angle  formed  by  the  outside  bottom  plating. 
3  break  is  now  about  G  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  aud 
ut  30  feet  above  its  normal  position. 

]  the  opinion  of  the  court  this  efiect  could  have  been  produced  only 
^he  explosion  of  a  mine  situated  under  the  bottom  of  the  ship  at 
ut  frame  18  and  somewhat  on  the  port  side  of  the  ship. 
.  The  court  finds  that  the  loss  of  the  Maine  on  the  occasion  named 
i  not  in  any  respect  due  to  fault  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  any  of 
officers  or  members  of  the  crew  of  said  vessel. 
.  In  the  opinion  of  the  court  the  Maine  was  destroyed  by  the  explo- 
1  of  a  submarine  mine,  which  caused  the  partial  exx)losion  of  two  or 
re  of  the  forward  magazines. 

.  The  (x>nrt  has  been  unable  to  obtain  evidence  fixing  the  responsi- 
ty  for  the  destruction  of  the  Maine  upon  any  person  or  persons. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Captain^  U.  8.  N.,  President 
A.  Mabix, 
Lieut,  Com. J  U.  S.  N.^  Judge- Advocate. 


Pbe  court  having  finished  the  inquiry  it  was  ordered  to  make, 
joarned  at  II  a.  m.,  to  await  the  action  of  the  convening  authority. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 

Gaptainj  U.  8.  N.j  President. 

A.  Mabix, 

Lieut.- Coni.j  U.  8.  y.^  Judge-Advocate. 


TJ.  S.  Flagship  New  York, 

Off  Key  West,  Fla.,  March  22, 1898. 

be  proceedings  and  findings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the  above 
s  are  approved. 

M.   SiGABD, 

Rear  Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
United  States  Naval  force  on  the  North  Atlantic  Station. 


INDEX  TO  EXHIBITS. 
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A. — Tieoespif  with  telegramB  forming  part  of  it. 

B.—Letter  from  conveniog  authority,  permitting  certain  officers  to  be  present  dur- 
ing the  inqniry. 
C— Letter  from  the  convening  authority  upon  the  same  subject. 
D.— Sketch  of  portions  of  undenide  of  proteotiTa  deck. 
£.— Sketch  of  protective  deck  where  it  shows  aboTS  water. 
F.— Translation  of  an  anonymous  letter  in  regard  to  a  plot. 
G.^Letter  showing  the  amount  of  ammunition  on  board  the  Jfatae  June  30, 1897. 
H.— Sketch  showing  forward  part  of  the  ship  nnder  water;  keel  about  as  far  aft  as 

frame  2S,  and  two  plates  bent  into  a  V  shape. 
I.— Photographs  of  wreck. 

1L— Surrey  of  soundings  around  the  wreck  of  the  Ifatne. 
L— PluiB  of  the  keel  and  other  permanent  points  of  the  wreck. 
H.— Plan  made  by  diver  of  break  of  vertical  and  flat  keel  of  the  Mains,  f^ame  18. 


A. 

XJ.  8.  Flagship  New  York  (Ist  rate), 

Key  Weaty  Fla.,  February  19 j  1898. 

[JAM  T.  Sampson,  U.  8.  N., 
nanding  U.  IS.  8.  lowa^  Key  We$ty  Fla» 

ovLvt  of  inquiry,  consistiDg  of  yourself  as  president,  and  of 
ch  E.  Ghadwick  and  Lieut  Commander  William  P.  Potter, 
.tes  Navy,  as  additional  members,  and  of  Lieut.  Commander 
rix,  United  States  Navy,  as  judge- advocate,  is  liereby  ordered 
at  noon  on  Monday,  February  21, 1898,  or  as  soon  thereafter 
ble,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  tbe  circumstances  con- 
L  the  loss  by  explosion  of  the  United  States  battle  ship  Maine^ 
or  of  Havana,  Cuba,  on  the  night  of  Tuesday,  February  15, 

t  is  authorized  to  hold  its  sessions  on  board  any  ship  of  the 
utic  Squadron,  or  in  the  city  of  Key  West,  Fla.,  or  in  the 
he  city  of  Havana,  Cuba. 

ition  of  the  court  is  invited  to  the  instructions,  concerning 
lars  to  be  investigated  in  the  case  of  the  loss  or  grounding 
f  the  Navy,  contained  in  the  United  States  Navy  Begnla- 

»wing-described  papers  relating  to  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  8. 
le  occasion  referred  to  are  attached  to  and  made  part  of  this 

>py  of  a  telegram  sent  by  Capt.  C.  D.  Sigsbee,  United  States 
ilavana,  Cuba,  to  Commander  James  M.  Forsyth,  United 
rjj  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  without  date,  but  probably  sent  on 
of  February  15,  as  it  was  received  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  by 
mander  William  8.  Cowles,  United  States  Navy,  at  1  a.  m. 
y  16, 1898,  and  by  the  commander  in  chief  at  5.30  a.  m.  of 
6,  at  Dry  Tortugas,  Fla. 

gram  sent  by  Capt.  C.  D.  Sigsbee,  United  States  Navy,  to 
nder  in  chief  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  dated  Havana,  Cuba,  Feb- 
898. 

t  will  diligently  and  thoroughly  inquire  into  all  the  circum- 
ending  the  loss  of  said  vessel  on  the  date  named,  and  upon 
sion  of  the  investigation  will  report  to  the  commander  in 
roceedings,  all  the  testimony  taken,  and  tbe  facts  which  it 
established  by  the  evidence  adduced,  together  with  its  opin- 
hat  further  proceedings,  if  any,  should  be  had  in  the  matter, 
t  will  also  report  whether  or  not  the  loss  of  said  vessel  was^ 
ksion  named,  in  any  respect  due  toianlt  or  negligence  ou  tVxe 

2S6 
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part  of  any  of  the  officers  or  members  of  the  crew  of  said  vessel,  and 
if  so,  the  names  of  such  officers  or  members  of  the  crew,  and  in  what 
respect  and  to  what  extent  any  or  either  of  them  were  so  at  fault  or 
negligent. 

If  the  coart  shall  be  of  opinion  that  inrther  proceedings  should  be 
had  in  the  matter,  it  will  include  in  its  report  a  succinct  statement  as 
to  the  person  or  persons  against  whom,  and  the  specific  matter  upon 
which,  snch  proceedings  shonJd  be  had. 

The  court  will  also  report  its  opinion  as  to  the  cause  or  causes  of  the 
explosion,  or  other  incidents  that  bore  directly  or  indirectly  upon  the 
loss  of  the  Maine. 

It  will  also  record  any  information  that  it  may  be  able  to  obtain  by 
testimony  and  evidence,  as  to  any  person  or  persons  not  connected  with 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  who  are,  in  its  opinion,  responsible,  in 
part  or  wholly,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  explosion  and  loss  of  the 
Maine^  and  will  include  their  names,  in  its  opinion,  together  with  the 
degfree  of  responsibility  in  each  case. 

M.  SiCARD, 

Rear-Admiralj  Commander  in  Chief j 
V,  8,  Naval  Force  on  North  Atlantic  Station, 

1  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

A.  Mabix, 
Lieut,'Com,j  U.  8,  N,^  Judge-Advocate. 


No.  1. 

FOBSYTH,  Key  West: 

Tell  admiral  Maine  blown  up  and  destroyed.  Send  light-house  tend- 
ers. Many  killed  and  wounded.  Don't  send  war  vessels  if  others 
available. 

SiasBEE. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

A.  Mabix, 
Lieut.  Com.y  U,  8.  N.j  Judge- Advocate. 


No.  2. 

Febrttaby  16. 
COMMANBEB  IN  CHIEF,  Key  West: 

Maine  blown  up  in  Habana  harbor  at  9.40  last  night  and  destroyed* 
Many  wounded  and  doubtless  more  killed  or  drowned.  Wounded  and> 
others  on  board  Spanish  man-of-war  and  Ward  Line  steamers.  SenA 
light-house  tender  from  Key  West  for  crew  and  the  few  pieces  of 
equipment  above  water,  l^one  has  clothing  other  than  that  upon  him* 
Public  opinion  should  be  suspended  until  further  report.  All  officers 
believed  to  be  saved;  Jenkins  and  Merritt  not  yet  accounted  for. 
Many  Spanish  officers,  including  representatives  of  General  BlanoOp 
now  with  me  to  express  sympathy. 

SiasBES. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

A.  Mabix, 
Lieut  Com.y  U.  8.  iT.,  Judge-Advocate, 


-  • 
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B. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York  (iBt  rate), 

Key  We9t^  Fla.y  February  1%  1898. 

Sir  :  Beferring  to  my  order  of  this  date  conveniDg  a  court  of  inquiry, 
of  which  you  are  presideut,  to  meet  at  such  place  as  the  president  of 
the  court  may  deem  proper,  on  IMonday,  February  21, 1898,  at  noon,  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  loss 
of  the  U.S.  battle  ship  Maine  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  Ouba,on  the  night 
of  Tuesday,  February  15, 1898, 1  have  to  inform  you  that  Gapt.  Charles  D. 
Sigsbee,  United  States  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Maine^  and 
Lieut.  Commander  Bichard  Wainwright,  United  States  Navy,  the  execu- 
tive officer,  and  Lieut.  George  F.  W.  Holman,  United  States  Navy,  the 
navigator,  and  Chief  Engineer  Charles  P.Howell,  United  States  Navy, 
the  chief  engineer  of  that  vessel,  have  been  informed  of  their  right  to 
be  present  during  the  investigation,  to  cross-examine  witnesses,  and  ofi<Br 
evidence  before  the  court  should  they  desire  to  do  so. 

As  the  court  has  been  directed  to  report  whether  or  not  the  loss  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Maine  was  in  any  respect  due  to  fault  or  negligence  on  the 
port  of  any  of  the  officers  or  crew  of  said  vessel,  etc.,  you  will  inform 
the  officers  and  such  of  the  crew  as  may  have  filled  positions  of  special 
responsibility  upon  the  occasion  referred  to  that  they  have  the  same 
right  to  be  present  during  the  sessions  of  the  court,  to  offer  evidence, 

and  to  cross-examine  witnesses,  if  they  so  desire. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  SlOABD, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commander  in  Chiefs 
U.  8.  Naval  Force  on  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Capt  William  T.  Sampson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U,  S,  S.  Iowa,  Key  West,  Fla. 

I       I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

A.  Mabix, 
Lieut.  Com.y  U.  8.  N.,  Judge-Advocate. 
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c. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York  (Ist  rate), 

Key  Westy  Fla.^  February  19y  1898. 

SiB:  Beferring  to  my  connDonication  of  this  date  inforining  you  that 
Gapt.  Charles  D.  Sigsbee,  United  States  I^avy;  Lieut.  CommaDder 
Bichard  Wainwright,  United  States  Navy;  Lieut.  George  F.  W.  Hol- 
man,  United  States  Navy,  and  Chief  Engineer  Charles  P.  Howell, 
United  States  Navy,  have  been  informed  of  their  right  to  be  present 
during  the  investigation  to  cross-examine  witnesses  and  offer  evidence 
before  the  court  should  they  desire  to  do  so,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
if,  during  the  progress  of  the  investigation  it  shall  appear  that  others 
than  those  above  mentioned  should  be  entitled  to  appear  as  defendants, 
they  will  be  called  before  the  court  and  informed  of  their  right  to  be 
present  and  cross-examine  witnesses  and  offer  such  evidence  as  they 
may  desire. 

Very  respectfully,  M.  Sioarb, 

Rear- Admiral^  Commander  in  Chief 
U,  8.  Naval  Force  on  North  Atlantic  Station, 

Capt.  William  T.  Sampson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U,  8,  8.  Iowa,  Key  West,  Fla^ 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

A.  Marix, 
Lieut,  Com.j  U.  8.  N.j  Judge-Advocate. 
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G. 

,  U.  8.  8.  Maine  (iBt  rate), 
Hampton  RoadSy  Va.j  June  30j  1897. 

8iB :  In  compliance  with  the  commandant's  indorsement  of  the  Bnreaa 
of  Construction  letter,  No.  109a-E3,  of  June  23, 1897,  directing  that  a 
Ktatement  of  the  amount  of  ammunition  of  each  size  stowed  in  the  vari- 
ous ammunition  rooms  be  given,  I  make  the  following  report,  which 
gives  the  amount  stowed  in  the  ammunition  rooms  as  well  as  that  stowed 
outride  in  the  handling  and  passing  rooms. 
The  amount  given  is  the  full  allowance  of  ammunition. 
Very  respectftilly, 

0.  D.  SiasBEE, 
Gaptainj  U.  8.  K.j  Oomma/nding  U,  S.  8.  Maine. 

The  Commandant,  Navy- Yard  and  8tation. 

U.  8.  FLAasHiP  New  York, 
Fortress  Monroe^  Va.y  June  30,  1897. 

Forwarded  by  direction  of  commander  in  chief. 

0.  H.  West, 
Commander,  U.S.N.,  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Navy- Yard,  New  York,  July  2, 1897. 

1.  Eespectiully  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Bepair. 

2.  This  letter  is  in  reply  to  the  Bureau's  No.  1096-E3  of  the  23d 
ultimo. 

F.  M.  BuNCE, 
Commodore,  V.  8.  Navy,  Commandant  Navy-Yard  and  Station. 

Forward  magazine  (Compartment  A  ffJf ).— *-99  full  charges  for  d-inclm 
B.  L.  E.;  164  reduced  charges  for  6-inch  B.  L.  E.:  146  common  shell,  icB. 
slings,  for  6-inch  B.  L.  E. ;  100  armor-piercing  shells,  in  slings,  for  6-iiiclB. 
B.  L.  B.;  24  shrapnel,  in  slings,  for  6* inch  B.  L.  E. 

Forward  fixed  ammunition  room  {A  9M). — 162  chests  6-i)ounder  steel 
shell  (1,672  rounds) ;  112  chests  6-pounder  common  shell  (1,232  rounds)  ^ 
27  chests  6-pounder  blank  (297  rounds);  17  chests  1-pounder  steel  sbell 
(1,020  rounds);  11  chests  1-pounder  common  shell  (660  rounds);  lO 
chests  6mm.  cartridge,  ball  (10,000  rounds);  3  chests  .38-caIiber  car- 
tridges,  ball  (9,000  rounds). 

Forward  lO-inch  shell  room  (A  12M). — 90  common  shell  for  lO-incta- 
B.  L.  E.;  74  armor-piercing  shell  for  10- inch  B.  L.  E. 

Forward  lOinch  magazine  (A  13M). — 92  full  charges  for  10-inch  B.  h^ 
E. ;  88  reduced  charges  for  10-inch  B.  L.  E. 

Reserve  maga>zine  {A  14M). — 113  full  charges  for  6-inch  B.  L.  B;  61 
reduced  charges  for  6-inch  B.  L.  E.;  3,400  pounds  of  spare  saluting 
powder  (19  tanks);  100  pounds  of  shrapnel  and  impulse  powder. 

10  inch  shell  room  amidships  {C  3M). — 90  armor-piercing  shell  for  10- 
inch  B.  L.  E. ;  90  common  shell,  loaded  and  fused,  for  10-inch  B.  L.  B. 

lO'ineh  magazine  amidships  {C  4M).SS  full  charges  for  10-inch  B.  L. 
E.;  91  reduced  charges  for  10-inch  B.  L.  E. 

6-inch  magazine  amidships  (C5M). — 101  full  charges  for  6-inch  B.  L.  B.; 
131  reduced  charges  for  6-inch  B.  L.  E. ;  208  common  shell,  loaded  and 
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fiised,  for  6-inc1i  B.  L.  E.;  100  armor-piercing  shell  for  64iich  B.  L.  B. ; 
23  shrapnel,  in  slings,  for  6-inch  B.  L.  B. 

AJUr  torpedo  head  and  fixed  ammunition  room  (D IM). — 8  Whitehead 
torpedo  warheads,  filled ;  8  Whitehead  torpedo  wet  primer  cases,  filled ; 
76  chests  of  6-x)oander  steel  shell  (836  rounds) ;  32  chests  of  6-poander 
common  shell  (396  rounds) ;  32  chests  of  1-ponnder  steel  shell  (1,920 
rounds) ;  20  chests  of  1-pounder  common  shell  (1,200  rounds) ;  20  chests 
of  .45-caliber  cartridges,  hM  (20,000  rounds) ;  7  chests  of  .S'-caliber 
cartridges,  ball  (21,000  rounds) ;  100  chests  of  6  mm.  cartridges,  ball 
(100,000  rounds) ;  10  chests  of  .22  caliber  cartridges,  ball  (93,000  rounds) : 
11  chests  of  6  mm.  cartridges,  blank  (11,000  rounds) ;  7  cnests  of  United 
States  cannon  primers,  3,700  rounds;  8  boat  ammunition  tanks,  small 
arm,  7,000  rounds. 

In  addition  to  the  shell  stowed  in  the  shell  rooms  there  are  stowed 
10-inch  shells  as  follows: 

Forward  lO-inch  loading  room  {A55), — 2  common  shell  for  10-inch  B. 
L.IL;  2  armor-piercing  shells  for  10-inch  B.  L.  B. 

Forward  10-inch  passing  room. — 2  drill  shells  for  10-inch  B.  L.  B. 

Midship  lO-inch  loading  room  ( 01'). — 1  armor-piercing  shell  for  10-inch 
B.  L.  B.;  2  drill  shells  for  lOinch  B.  L.  B. 

Midsh^  lO-inch  passing  room. — 15  armor-piercing  shells  for  10-inch 
B.  Lt  B. 


I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

A.  Mabix, 
Lieut.  Com. J  U.  S.  JV^.,  Judge-Advocate. 


SKETCH  SHOWnrO  FOBWAED  PAST  OF  THE  SHIP  UimEB 
WATBB,  KEEL  ABOUT  AS  FAB  AFT  AS  FBAME  28,  JlKD 
TWO  PLATES  BENT  INTO  A  V  SHAPE. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  WRECK. 
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EXHIBIT    K. 


SURVEY  OF  SOUNDINGS  AROUND  THE  WRECK 

OF  THE  MAINE. 
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rmtdiy: 

Cftpt.  Charles  D.  Sigsbee,  U.  S.  Nary 10-19 

Seoondday: 

Limit.  F.  M.  G.  Holman,  U.S. Navy ^...... 90-34 

Lient.  Commandfir  Richard  Walnwilght,  U.  8.  Navy 25-29 

NftTftl Cadet  W.  T.  ClaveriiiB, U. & NaTy 29,90 

Naval  Cadet  J.  H.  Holden,  U.  8.  Navy 30,31 

Third  day: 

Chief  Engineer  Charles  P.  Howell,  U.  S.  Navy 32-96 

Lieut.  F.SLG.Holman  (recalled) 36,37 

Paymaster  CharleeM.  Ray,  U.S.  Navy 38 

8Qrg.L.G.Hennebeiger,  U.S.  Navy 39,40 

Private  William  Anthony,  U.  S.  Nayy 40,41 

Capl  Charles  D.Sigsbee  (recalled) 41-43 

EmignW.V.N.Powelaon,  U.S.  Nayy 48-49 

Foortiiday: 

William  H.  Van  Syckel 4WJ1 

Chief  Engineer  Charles  P.  Howell,  U.  S.  Nayy 51,S2 

Capt.  Frederick  G.  Teasdale S2-4S6 

Chaplain  John  P.  (Hiidwick,  U.  S.  Navy 56,56 

I       Sigmond  Rothschild 57-62 

LoaiaWertheimer t 62-66 

Oumer Charles  Morgan,  U.S.  Navy 66-69 

Chief  Gunner's  Mate  Andrew  Olsen,  U.  S.  Nayy 69-76 

Fifth  day: 

Ganner's  Mate  Thomas  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy 76-83 

Seaman  Martin  Reden,  U.  S.  Navy 83-87 

Gonner's Mate  W. H. F. Schlnter.  U.S.Nayy 88 

Ganner's  Mate  Carl  Rnndqnist,  U.  S.  Navy 89-93 

WitDesBjname  not  given.    (See  testimony) 93-95 

Ensign  W.  v.  N.  Powelaon  (recalled) 96-100 

axthday: 

Henry  Drain 100-102 

Capt.  Charles  D.  Sigshee  (recalled) 102, 103 

Uent.  Commander  Richard  Wainwright  (recalled) 103-105 

Endgn  W.  V.  N.  Powelson  (recalled) 105-112 

Gunner's  Mate  Olsen  (recalled) • 112 

BCYcnfhday: 

Lient.  John  J.  Blandin,  U.  S.  Navy 113-116 

Uent.  John  Hood.  U.  S.  Navy 116-126 

Uent.  George  P.  Blow,  U.  S.  Navy 120-130 

Uent.  Carl  W.  Jnngen,  U.  S.  Navy 130-136 

I^avalCadet  AmonBronson,Jr.,  U.  S.  Navy 136-138 

Hafal  Cadet  D.  F.  Boyd,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Navy 138-141 

Uent.  George  F.  W.  Holman,  U.  B.  Navy  (recalled) 141 

Uent  #  W:  Catlin,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps 142,148 

GnnnerJosephHlU,  U.S.  Navy 143-146 

Bwtewain  rtancis  E.  Larkin,  U.  S.  Navy 146,147 

jCaipeiiter  George  Helm,  U.  S.  Navy 147-160 

^utAast.  Engineer  Frederick  C.  Bowers 151-154 

Aiit  Engineer  John  R.  Morris 154-156 

wal  Cadet  Pope  Washington 156 

^▼al  Cadet  Arthur  Crensnaw 156-158 

Private  Edward  McKay,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps 160-162 
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Eighth  day — Continued. 

Apprentice  Ambrose  Ham,  U.  S.  Navy 16! 

Lieutenant  Blow,  recalled 

Apprentice  C.  J.  Dressier,  U.  S.  Navy 1ft 

Sergeant  Michael  Mehan,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps 16i 

Corporal  Frank  G.  Thompson,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps 16* 

Lieat.  C.  W,  Jnnsen,  recalled 

Master  at  Arms  John  B.  Load,  U.  8.  Navy 17< 

Seaman  Peter  Larsen,  U.  8.  Navy 17J 

Seaman  Louis  Moriniere,  U.  8.  Tsayj 172 

Boatswain's  Mate  Charles  Bergman 17< 

Landsman  George  Fox,  U.  8.  Navy 17( 

Landsman  Michael  Lanahan,  U.  8.  Navy • 18( 

Coalpasser  Thomas  Melville,  U.  8.  Navy 181 

Coxswain  Benjamin  R.  Wilber,  U.  8.  Navy 18J 

Fireman  John  H.  Pank,  U.  8.  Navy 18 

Seaman  Otto  Kan,  U.  8.  Navy 1« 

Fireman  William  Gartrell,  U.  8.  Navy 181 

Seaman  Edward  Mattson,  U.  8.  Navy 185 

Mess  Attendant  John  H.Tnrpin,  U.S.Navy 19J 

Seaman  Martin  Larson, U.S.  Navy 

Ninth  day: 

Passed  Assistant  Engineer  Bowers  (recalled) 

Seaman  Harry  8.  McCann,  U.S. Navy Wi 

Landsman  Kane,  U.S.  Navy 20C 

Commander  James  M.  Forsyth,  U.  8.  Navy 201 

Machinist  Charles  Goodwin 2US 

Interrogation  of  snrvivors,  officers  and  men,  of  the  Maine,  at  military 
barracks.  Key  West 

Tenth  day : 

Ensign  W.  y.  N.  Powelson  (recalled) 20B 

George  Cornell 2U 

Capt.  Fruik  Stevens 22( 

Eleventh  day : 

ChiefEngineer  Howell  (recalled) 221 

Ensiffn  Powelson  (recalled) 

Chief  Engineer  Howell  (recalled) 

Gunner's  Mate  Rnndqnist  (recalled) 224 

Gunner's  Mate  Schlnter  (recalled) 22S 

Chief  Gunner's  Mate  Olsen  (recalled) 232 

Naval  Cadet  Cluverius  (recalled) 238 

Twelfth  day: 

Gunner's  Mate  Smith 28S 

Naval  Constructor  J.  B.  Hoover 242 

Carpenter  Helm  (recalled) 244 

Consnl-General  FitzhnghLee 246 

Thirteenth  and  fourteenth  days : 

Naval  Constructor  Hoover 

Carpenter  Helm,  U.S.Navy 1 

Ensign  Powelson,  U.S. Navy 

Chief  Gunner's  Mate  Olsen,  U.S.  Navy 24S 

Gunner's  Mate  T.  Smith,  U.S.Navy 

Gunner's  Mate  Schlnter.  U.S.  Navy 252 

Gunner's  Mate  Rundquist,  U.  8.  Navy 259 

Fifteenth  day : 

Commander  G.  A.  Converse,  U.  8.  Navy 257 

Sixteenth  day : 

Capt.  John  Haggerty 261 

William  Henry  Dwyer,  submarine  diver ^..  262 

Ensign  Powelson  (recalled) '^ 

Andrew  Olsen,  chief  gunner's  mate  (recalled) 266 

T.  Smith,  gunner's  mate  (recalled) 267 

Carl  Rundquist,  gunner's  mate  (recalled) 2® 

Gunner's  Mate  Schlnter  (recalled) 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wain wright  (recalled) 27( 

Naval  Constructor  Hoover  (recalled) 

Seventeenth  day : 

Lieut.  H.  Hutchins 

ChiefEnffineer  Howell  (recalled) 27J 

Commander  Converse  (recalled) 2T 
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Eighteenth  day: 

Snhmarine  Diver  Dwyer  (recalled) 274-277 

Lien  tenant  Hntchins  (recalled) 377 

Ensign  Powelaon  (recalled) 377 

Kineteenth  day 278 

Twentieth  day 278 

Twenty-flratday 278 

Twenty -eeeond  day 279 

Twen^-thirdday: 

Findings  of  the  oonrt 279-281 
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A 285 

B 287 

C. 288 

D 289 

E 290 

F 291 
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H 296 
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ooTH  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Document 

2d  Sedition.       J  {     No.  208. 


INSURANOE  IN  THE  DISTEIOT  OF  COLUMBIA. 


Mabch  28y  1898.— Befeired  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colambia  and 

ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  M1TCHEI.L  presented  the  following 

MEMORIAL  FROM  INSURANCB  AOENT8,  BROKBRS,  AND  SOLICIT- 
ORB.  AND  OTHER  CITIZENS  OP  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 
PROTESTINa  AGAINST  THE  PASSAGE  OF  SENATE  BILL  NO.  3837, 
TO  BBGUXiATB  INSURANCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 


To  ike  honorable  the  Members  of  the  United  States  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives: 

We,  the  undersigned,  insurance  agents,  brokers,  and  solicitors  doing 
business  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  enter  our  earnest  protest  against 
section  9  of  Senate  bill  3837,  to  regulate  insurance  in  the  District  of 
Colambia,  now  pending  before  your  committee.  We  object  and  pro- 
siest against  that  section  of  the  bill  for  the  following  reasons: 

First.  It  will  tend  to  concentrate  the  insurance  business  in  the 
iiands  of  a  few  large  corporations,  and  will  better  enable  them  to  main- 
tain high  rates  and  to  crush  out  all  small  competitors. 
,  Second.  It  will  deprive  hundreds  of  worthy,  industrious,  and  deserv- 
ing persons  fix)m  earning  a  livelihood,  and  will  prevent  nearly  all  the 
^  estate  brokers,  who  now  pay  $50  per  year  license,  from  engaging  in 
tbe  insurance  business. 

Third.  It  is  not  a  just  and  equitable  tax,  because  an  agent  who  does 
&  small  business  and  represents  no  company,  except  as  a  solicitor,  pays 
Qie  same  license  as  a  broker  who  does  a  very  large  business  and  rep- 
itsents  many  companies. 

Fourth.  Because  it  imposes  a  license  tax  upon  the  agent  and  solic- 
itor, and  relieves  entirely  insurance  corjKjrations,  who  now  pay  under 
the  existing  law  $15  each  license  tax  and  1  per  cent  tax  on  gross 
receipts  received  each  year. 

Filth.  Because  no  other  trade  or  profession  is  required  to  pay  a 
license  tax  except  a  real  estate  broker. 

We  trust  that  you  may  report  against  this  provision  of  the  bill  which 
^nires  the  payment  of  a  license  tax  of  $50  to  write  insurance  in  the 
^>i8trict 

This  provision  is  unjust,  arbitrary,  and  absolutely  unreasonable.  Its 
tendency  and  evident  purpose  is  to  crush  out  all  small  operators  and 
^^Qceiitrate  the  entire  insurance  business  in  the  hands  of  a  favored  few. 
In  this  day  in  which  the  public  sentiment  throughout  the  country  is 
^^stallizing  against  trust  legislation  and  monopoly,  we  trust  that 
through  no  action  of  your  honorable  body  will  such  unjust  and  odious 
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legislation  be  foisted  on  this  District  to  the  great  injury  of  the  pab 
interested  in  low  rates  and  to  the  oppression  of  the  small  operators. 

Geo.  J.  Easterday,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1410  G  stre< 
Thomas  P.  Morgan,  manager  the  Mutual  Life  Insurac 

Company  of  New  York,  1333  F  street  NW. 
John  E.  Mitchell,  insurance  agent,  1321  F  street. 
James  A.  Gahill,  real  estate  and  insurance,  526  Thirteen 

street  NW. 
Ohas.  A.  Shields,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1405  F  stn 

NW. 
Wm.  B.  Hodges,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1317  F  str< 

NW. 
£.  H.  Oumpston,  manager  of  Merchants  and  Manufacture 

Insurance  Company,  13 » 7  F  street  N W. 
Daniel  &  Armot,  real  estate,  1313  F  street  NW. 
Meyers  &  Anderson,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1323  G  stn 

NW. 
Ohas.  E.  Banes,  real  estate  and  insurance,  corner  Fourteen 

and  G  streets  N  W. 
Geo.  W.  Linkins,  real  estate,  insurance,  etc.,  800  Nineteen 

street  NW. 
John  F.  Paret,  insurance,  1411  G  street. 
Ohas.  W.  Blackwood,  loans  and  insurance,  704  Fourteei 

street  NW. 
Oscar  H.  Billingsley,  insurance,  704  Fourteenth  street  N^ 
Francis  Hnfty,  loans  and  insurance,  1406  G  street  NW. 
E.  Welsh  Ashford,  financial  agent,  insurance,  1410  G  stn 

NW. 
B.  P.  Mimmack,  attorney  and  insurance,  1410  G  street. 
B.  A.  Phillips,  700  Fourteenth  street  NW.,  loans  and  insi 

ance. 
John  Chester,  615  Fourteenth  street  NW.,  Presbyteri 

ministers'  fund. 
Charles  Early,  real  estate  and  insurance,  616  Fourteei 

street  NW. 
N.  Bead  Johnson,  agent  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Compa 

of  California,  616  Fourteenth  street  N  W. 
Wm.  F.  Holtzmau,  attorney,  real  estate,  and  insurance,  1^ 

F  street  NW. 
B.  D.  Gudman,  agent  Spring  Garden  Insurance  Compai 

603  Thirteenth  street  NW. 
L.  Walter  Weed,  real  estate,  loans,  and  insurance,  609  TL 

teenth  street  N  W. 

A.  C.  Glancy  &  Co.,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1222  G  strt 

NW. 
P.  G.  Aukam,  600  F  street  NW. 
J.  McL.  Carusi,  1222  G  street  NW. 
Geo.  H.  McMillan,  1222  G  street  NW. 

B.  B.  Sullivan,  manager  Northwestern  Fire  Insurance  Cc 

pany,  1302  F  street  N  W. 
Addison  A.  Ashbum,  general  agent  Mutual  Beserve  I 

Association,  1302  F  street  NW. 
Jno.  H.  Walter,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1321  F  stn 

NW. 
Fred  McKee,  attorney  and  insurance,  1421  F  street  NW. 
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Clarence  Thomas,  real  estate  and  insoranoe,  1416  F  street 
NW. 

Simon  Lyon,  1416  F  street  NW.,  attorney  and  coanselor  at 
law.  insnrance. 

M.  0.  Hooker,  loans  and  insoranoe,  1417  F  street  NW. 

Wb.  S.  MinniXf  real  estate  and  insurance,  1427  F  street 
NW. 

Basterday  &  Haldeman,  real  estate  and  insnrance,  1424  New 
York  aveoue. 

J.  D.  Free,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1424  New  York  avenue. 

Philander  A.  Bowen,  jr.,  attorney  at  law  and  insurance,  1410 
O  street  N  W. 

Thomas  &  Thomas,  Wyatt  Building,  State  agents  The  Trav- 
elers' Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  Oonn. 

A.  T.  Holtzman,  attorney  at  law,  real  estate,  insurance,  1321 

F  street  NW. 
F.  W.  Oresbam,  agent  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance 

Company,  1213  F  street  NW. 
J.  Edw.  Fowler,  921  F  street,  insnrance. 
F.  J.  Dieudonnie,  insurance,  Washington  Savings  Bank. 
Indiana  Life  Insurance  Company,  by  Ike  T.  Jobe,  manager. 
L.  W.  Spear,  Mutual  Benefit  Life,  Ohio  Bank  Building. 
Collins  &  Gaddis,  real  estate  brokers,  511  Eleventh  street 

NW. 

B.  E.  Bamey,  loans  and  insurance,  Ohio  Bank  BuQding. 
L  H.  Evans,  613  F  street  NW.,  insurance. 

D.  I.  Murphy,  loans  and  insurance,  941  F  street  NW. 
Thomas  W.  Fowler,  real  estate  and  insurance,  921  F  street. 
Oolhoun  &  Bright,  loans,  real  estate,  and  insurance.  Warder 

Building. 
W.  O.  Denison,  real  estate  and  insurance,  923  F  street  NW. 
Poe  &  Treadwell,  real  estate  and  insurance,  808  F  street  N  W. 
Qeorge  H.  Bliss  &  Co.,  633  F  street  NW.,  real  estate  and 

insnrance. 
W.  L.  Vilkerson,  633  F  street  NW.,  real  estate  and  insurance. 
Hall  &  Justice,  613  P  street  N  W.,  real  estate  and  insnrance. 
Geo.  E.  Anriley,  insurance,  Atlantic  Building. 
John  »T.  Kleiner,  attorney  and  insnrance,  r02  P  street  NW. 
Lynch  &.  Terrell,  attorneys  and  insnrance,  609  F  street  NW. 
Charles  Sickels,  loans  and  insurance,  605  Sixth  street  NW. 
Abraham  Fisher,  real  estate  attorney,  612  B  street  NW. 
Harry  W.  Dowling,  insurance  broker,  612  B  street  NW. 
Fred  W.  Beeves,  builder  and   insurance,  617  Fourteenth 

street  NW. 
Frank  B.  Foster,  loans  and  insurance,  615  E  stjreet. 
William  .1.  Frizzell,  building  and  loan,  615  B  street  NW. 
Stargardter  &  Griffiths,  loans  and  insnrance,  611  Seventh 

street. 
Bdwin  S.  Clarkson,  611  Seventh  street  NW. 
L.  S*  Emery,  agent  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  707 

G  street  NW. 
James  M.  York  &  Son,  insurance  and  real  estate,  912  G  street 

NW. 
Joseph  A.  CHare,  1006  F  street  N  W. 
Birney  &  Wood  ward,  attorneys  at  law  andinsurance.  Eleventh 

and  F  streets  NW. 
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Geo.  L.  Lolirer,  insurance  agent,  1302  F  street  NW. 

E.  J.  Gresham,  general  agent  Northwestern  Matual  Liff 

1213  P  street  NW. 
B.  J.  Donaldson,  real  estate  and  insorance,  520  Tenth  stree 

NW. 
Points  &  Gladden,  loans  and  insurance,  507  Twelfth  stree 

NW. 
Boland  G.  Booth,  real  estate  and  insurance  agent,  Tenth  an 

G  streets  NW. 
W.  H.  Parsons,  District  agent  ^tna  Life,  Hartford,  Gonn 

1001  F  street  NW. 
Dnnlap  and  Co.,  906  F  street  NW.,  insurance  brokers. 
W.  F.  Salter,  Room  5,  Warder  Building,  insurance. 
Biley  &  Taylor,  Boom  15,  LeDroit  Building,  real  estate  ac 

insurance. 
Thos.  W.  Hungerford,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1219 

street  NW. 
Walshe  &  Schwartz,  real  estate  and  insurance. 
Lewis  Mundheim,  510  F  street  NW.,  006  F  street  NW. 
John    Quinn,  447   Seventh  street   SW.,  real   estate  an 

insurance. 
W.  P.  Lock  wood,  real  estate,  loans  and  insurance,  700  Teal 

street  NW. 
John  G.  Slater,  real  estate  and  insurance,  472  Louisia]: 

avenue  NW. 
Malcolm  Ilufty,  attorney  and  insurance, 472  Louisiana  aveav 

NW. 
Thos.  W.  Buckey,  insurance  broker,  Atlantic  Building. 
Walter  G.  Carroll,  attorney  and  insurance  agent,  412  Fifl 

street  NW. 
B.  F.  Saul,  real  estate  and  insurance,  Seventh  and  L  street 
J.  B.  Stahi,  real  estate  and  insurance,  319  Four-and-a  hsi 

street. 
John  J.  Byrne,  real  estate  and  insurance,  229  Four-and- 

half  street  NW. 
J.  E.  Gadsby,  real  estate  and  insurance,  526  Thirteenth  str0 

NW. 
B.  H.  T.  Leipold,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1300  F  str^ 

NW. 
W.  M.  King:,  insurance  broker,  2221  Thirteenth  street. 
L.  Bichold,  insurance  broker,  1110  F  street  NW. 
L.  A.  Hartman,  loans  and  insurance,  633  F  street  NW. 
Oaywood  &  Garrett, Thirteenth  street  and  New  York  aveucJ 

real  estate  and  insurance.  / 

J.  £.  Boach,  general  agent  Merchants'  Mutual  Inaurance  Li 

Company,  Builders'  Exchange. 
Wm.  0.  Norris,  real  estate  and  insurance  broker,  617  Fod 

teenth  street. 
Geo.  Y.  Worth  ington,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1410 

street  NW. 
Ohas.  T.  Bamsdell,  secretary,  1321  F  street  NW. 
J.  Z.  Yoder,  life  and  fire  insurance  broker,  141  Eleventh  str^ 

NB. 
John  Stephen,  insurance  broker. 
Edward  J.  Gahill,  agent  Milwaukee  Mechanics'  Fire  Insi^ 

ance  Company,  520  Thirteenth  street  NW. 
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Jniiias  J.  Pittman,  real  estate,  loans,  and  insnranoe. 

D.  W.  Limerick,  insuraoce  broker^  t»28  F  street  NW. 

Henry  M.  Cutler,  agent  Masonic  Life  Association  of  Western 
New  York,  900  F  street  NW. 

H.  G.  Emery,  agent  Firemen's  Insorance  Company,  Balti- 
more, Md.,  707  O  street  NW. 

H.  K.  Wilson,  local  treasurer  M.  B.  F.  L.  Association,  1302 
F  street. 

Robert  J.  Eirkpatrick,  real  estate  and  insurance,  713  Four- 
teenth street  . 

Ben  B.  Bradford,  real  estate  and  insurance,  713  Fourteenth 
street. 

H.  Clay  Stewart  &  Son,  real  estate  and  insurance,  617  Four- 
teenth street  NW. 

0.  H.  Fickling,  real  estate  and  insurance,  615  Fourteenth 
street  NW. 

M.  T.  Cockey,  real  estate  and  insurance,  617  Fourteenth 
street  NW. 

A.  T.  Whiting,  real  estate  and  insurance,  700  Fourteenth 

street. 

Hite  &  Marshall,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1506  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue. 

Wheat  &  Meade,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1506  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue. 

Washington  Danenhower,  1411  G  street  NW. 

Thomas  P.  Diggins,  insurance  agent,  1736  Vermont  avenue. 

W.  S.  Miller,  general  agent  United  States  Casualty  Com- 
pany, 1326  F  street  NW. 

J.  D.  Murdaugh,  insurance,  617  Fourteenth  street  NW. 

£.  C.  Baumgras,  1014  O  street. 

W.  Mosby  Williams,  attorney  at  law  and  insurance  agent, 
1421  F  street  NW. 

0.  M.  Billingsly,  insurance  broker,  041  F  street  NW. 

B.  M.  Morrison,  real  estate  and  insurance,  600  F   street 

NW. 
J.  L.  French,  attorney  and  insurance,  36  I  street  NW. 
Oscar  M.  Bryant,  real  estate  and  insurance,  Warder  Building. 
D.  £.  Graves,  agent  Georgia  Home  Insurance  Company, 

604  F  street  NW. 
Jordan  &  Kichardson,  real  estate  brokers,  507  E  street  N  W. 
Cook  &  Kennaugh,  real  estate  brokers  and  insurance,  505 

B  street  NW. 
Charles  G.  Mortimer,  attorney  at  law  and  insurance.  Glover 

Building. 
Frank  B.  Jonas,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1417  F  street  N  W. 

A.  L.  Koon,  insurance  broker,  1427  F  street 

Zach.  M.  Knott,  real  estate,  1425  New  York  avenue. 
Warren  B.  Choate,  attorney  and  insurance,  1416  F  street 

NW. 
Wm.  M.  Yager,  real  estate  and  insurance,  508  Eleventh  street. 
J.  F.  Dashiell,  insurance  broker,  518  Tenth  street  NW. 
K.  M.  Parker,  attorney  and  insurance,  Atlantic  Building. 
John  T.  Knott,  real  estate  and  insurance,  918  F  street. 
J.  W.  Glennau  &  Co.,  real  estate,  523  Ninth  street  NW. 

B.  J.  Block,  real  estate,  604  F  street  NW. 
Hunter  &  Bro.,  510  F  street  ^  W. 
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F.  L.  Van  Aaken,  loans  and  insurance,  1304  F  street  N\^ 
Whitefield  McKinley,  real  estate,  936  F  street  NW. 
Ohas.  Linkins,  insurance  broker,  908  G  street  NW. 
Harry  G.  Kimball,  attorney  and  insorance,  406  Fifth  sti 

NW. 
Bamael  H.  Walker,  458  Louisiana  avenue  NW. 
B.  M.  J.  Atwell,  real  estate  and  insurance,  204  East  Oaf 

street. 
Gibson  &  Weedon,  real  estate  and  insurance,  224  East  G 

tol  street. 
John  G.  Weedon,  agent  Harvard  Fire  Insuranoe  Oompt 
John  F.  Douohoe,  real  estate  and  insurance,  308  East  Ga; 

street. 
O.  G.  Gessford,  real  estate  and  insurance,  330  Pennsylvi 

avenue  S£. 
Bernard  Leonard,  real  estate  and  insurance,  630  Four : 

a-half  street  8W. 
0.  Boyer  &  Son,  real  estate,  214  Seventh  street  8W. 
E.  L.  White,  attorney  and  insurance,  622  F  street  N  W. 
Frank  G  Horigan,  insurance  broker,  1302  F  street  NW. 
W.  P.  Metcalf,  attorney  at  law  and  insurance,  1331  F  str 
Martin  V.  Webb,  125  Indiana  avenue  NW. 
M.  S.  Garpinter,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1423  F  street 
L.  G.  Mackall,  insurance  broker,  3040  Dumbarton  avenu 

E.  L.  McClelland,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1405  F  strei 
James  A.  Marye,  broker  insurance,6I5  Fourteenth  street^N 
Jno.  W.  Peake,  broker  insurance,  709  Twelfth  street  N^ 

F.  B.  Dante,  broker  insurance,  1305  T  street  NW. 
Joseph  Harper,  412  B  street  NE. 

Ghas.  H.  Gragin,  attorney  and  insurance,  321  Four-and-a-1 

street  NW. 
T.  Vierbuchen,  insurance  agent,  300  B  street  BE. 
F.  J.  Miller  &  Co.,  real  estate,  insurance,  etc. 
D.  K.  Jackson,  real  estate  and  insurance. 
James  F.  Shea,  632  Pennsylvania  avenue  NW.,  real  est 

agent. 
Saml.  H.  Lewis,  attorney  and  insurance,  631  Pennsylvs 

avenue. 
Amnou  Behrend,  loans  and  insurance,  615  E  street  NW. 
Bichard  P.  Evans,  attorney  at  law  and  insurance,  402  Si 

street  NW. 
Edwd.  C.  Moore,  real  estate.  Twelfth  and  G  streets  NW. 
Geo.  E.  Emmons  &  Go.,  real  estate,  1416  F  street. 
Sam  L.  iMattingly,  1420  New  York  avenue  NW. 
Joseph  Bowes,  manager  Ejquitable  Life,  1226  F  street. 
Geo.  E.  Gillard^  cashier  New  York  Life  Insurance  Gomps 
T.  B.  Jaekson,  insurance  broker,  329  Spruce  street  NW. 
W.  K.  Ellis,  real  estate  and  insurance,  525  Eleventh  sti 

NW. 
Goodwin  Y.  At  Lee,  notary  public  and  insurance,  36  Gorco 

Building. 
H.  A.  Cobaugh,  insurance  agent,  2134 1  street  N  W. 
David  D.  Stone  &  Go.,  804  F  street  NW.,  insuranoe  and  i 

estate  brokers. 
J.  M.  Green,  711  Fourteenth  street,  real  estate. 
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Albert  G.  Mm*daa^h,  605  Fonrteenth  street  NW.,  real  estate 

and  insarance  brokers. 
Edwin  L.  Franzoni,  real  estate  and  insarance,  1335  F  street 

NW. 
Posey  S.  Wilson,  insurance,  318  Third  street  NW.,  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Co.,  New  York. 
Brice  &  Lipscomb,  real  estate  and  insurance,  612  Fourteenih 

street. 
Plant  &  Turpin,  1429  New  York  avenue. 
Geo.  O.  Payne  &  Co., real  estate  and  law,  613  Fifteenth  street 
W.  Silas  Sheetz,  real  estate,  1407  F  street  NW. 
D.  B.  Groff,  insurance,  1107  I  street  NW. 
P.  A.  Darneille,  loans  and  insurance,  1339  F  street  NW. 

A.  Gaddis,  insurance  solicitor,  225  A  street  SE. 

Maurice  Otterback,  insurance  solicitor,  National  Oapital 
Bank  Building,  city. 

Maurice  Fitzgerald,  real  estate  and  insurance,  512  Four-and- 
a-half  street  SW. 

Thos.  D.  Bond,  insurance  agent  and  broker,  612  F  street  NW. 

Harry  B.  Johnson,  941  F  street  NW.,  insurance  broker. 

Geo.  0.  Gantz,  941  F  street  NW.,  insurance  broker. 

L.  M.  Saunders,  Ohio  Hank  Building. 

John  Sherman,  610  Fourteenth  street,  insurance. 

Oscar  W.  White,  1114  F  street  NW. 

B.  G.  Crisan,  insurance  agent,  123  Fifth  street  NE. 
Leo  Simmons,  600  F  street  NW. 

Ellerson  <&  Wemple,  real  estate  and  insurance,  605  Four* 

teenth  street  NW. 
B.  E.  Bradley,  real  estate  and  insurance,  1303  F  street  NW. 
D.  W.  Middleton,  agent  ^tna  Life  Insurance  Gom])any,  408 

Twelfth  street  NW. 
B.  F.  Crawshaw,  Covenant  Mutual  Life  Association,  912  G 

street  NW. 
Ohas.  G.  Emack,  agent  Agricultural  of  Watertown,  N.  Y., 

Montg.  Mutual,  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company, 

city. 
Jas.  B.  Lackey,  1417  G  street  NW.,  insurance  solicitor. 

A.  T.  Couinbe,  1425  New  York  avenue. 

J.  M.  Huyck,  1505  Pennsylvania  avenue,  real  estate. 
Walter  A.  Brown,  1423  Pennsylvania  avenue,  real  estate  and 
insurance. 

B.  Kennon  Peter,  1336  F  street,  attorney  and  insurance 

solicitor. 

D.  Lane  Oox,  general  agent  Fidelity  Mutual. 

W.  P.  Springer,  District  manager,  Sun  Life  Association 
Company  of  Canada. 

Jerome  F.  Johnson,  Equitable  Life,  13l'6  F  street  NW. 

O.  C.  Warehime,  Equitable  Life,  1326  F  street  NW. 

T.  Turner  Smith,  Equitable  Life,  1326  F  street  NW. 

P.  T.  Berry,  1214  Thirty  first  street,  real  estate  and  insur- 
ance. 

J.  D.  Entwisle,  insurance  agent. 

Jos.  W.  Davis,  1218  Thirtyfirst  street. 

Levin  S.  Frey,  3010  P  street  NW. 

J.  C.  Sheehy,  insurance,  1302  F  street  NW. 

H.  D.  Nicholson,  1^08  Thirty  first  street  NW. 
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O.  D.  Swett,  attorney  and  insurance,  529  Seventh  street  NW. 
William  Dickson,  insurance  broker,  1118  Tenth  street  NW. 
Lutber  L.  A]>ple,  real  estate  and  insurance,  602  F  street  NW. 
Fulton  tt.  (jordon,  real  estate,  930  F  street  NW. 
F.  A.  Stevens,  insurance  agent,  526  Thirteenth  street 
H.  M.  Martin,  real  estate,  1915  Pennsylvania  avenue  NW. 
Westcott  &  Story,  real  estate  and  insurance,  819  Seventeenth 

street  NW. 
Wm.  B.  Hardy,  insurance,  419  Eleventh  street  NW. 

A.  S.  Condry,  insurance  agent,  611  Eleventh  street  NW. 
J.  S.  Rains,  insurance  and  merchandise  broker,  721  Thir- 
teenth street  NW, 

Geo.  M.  Myers,  loans  and  insurance,  1110  F  street  NW. 

Sanders  Garland,  insurance,  13^  F  street. 

Geo.  W.  A.  White,  cashier  The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  New  York,  1333  F  street  N  W 

O.  L.  Pitney,  agent  New  Hampshire  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, 1305  F  street. 

H.  M.  Schneider,  Metzerott  Building,  real  estate  and  insur- 
ance. 

B.  J.  Totten,  insurance,  612  Tenth  street  NW. 

Hunter  &  Bro.,  commercial  and  insurance  brokei'S,  510  F 

street  NW.    * 
Galen  E.  Green,  broker,  insurance  and  stocks,  529  Ninth 

street  NW. 
William  E.  Sims,  broker,  insurance,  and  loans,  1001  F  street 
Oaleb  S.  Miller,  room  31,  Ohio  Bank  Building,  District  airent 

Mutual  Benefit  Life  Insurance  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 
James  A.  Taliaferro,  of  A.  C.  Glaucy  &  Co.,  insurance,  1222 

G  street  NW. 
George  H.  Hough,  Equitable  Life,  1326  F  street  NW. 
J.  G.  Jester,  agent  New  York  Underwriters,  1305  F  street 

NW. 
John  O.  Johnson,  real  estate  dealer,  617  F  street. 
Edward  T.  Kaiser,  real  estate  dealer,  810  F  street  NW. 
George  W.  Dickey,  insurance,  936  F  street  NW. 
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CONDITION  OF  THE  PENSION  BOLIi. 


LETTER 

FBOM 


M  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

TBAK8MITTINO, 

I  KBBPGSf&E  TO  REBOLITTION  OF  THB  SBNATB  OF  MARCH  21, 
1898,  A  8TATEMBNT  FROM  THB  COMBilSSIONRR  OF  PBNSIONS 
8HOWINO,  BT  CLASSES,  THB  COHDITZON  OF  THB  PBN8IOH 
ROLL  FBBRUART  28»  189a 


IBCH  28^  1896.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

WMhingtan^  March  25^  1898, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  resolation  of 
e  Senate,  dated  the  2l8t  instant,  as  follows: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  send  to  the 
DAte  the  following  information :  The  namber  of  widows  of  Revolutionary  soldiers 
awinflr  pensions,  the  number  of  daughters  of  Revolutionary  soldiers  drawing  pen- 
niB,  the  number  of  surrivors  of  the  war  of  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve  drawing 
Dsious,  the  number  of  widows  of  survivors  of  the  war  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
e]?e  drawing  pensions,  the  number  of  surviving  soldiers  of  Indian  wars  from 
(bteen  hundred  and  thirty-two  to  eighteen  hnndrod  and  forty-two  drawing  pen- 
»iiB,  the  number  of  widows  of  soldiers  of  Indian  wars  from  eighteen  hundred  and 
irty-two  to  4-ighteen  hundred  and  forty-two  drawing  pensions,  the  number  of  sur- 
rots  of  the  Mexican  war  drawing  pensions^  the  number  of  widows  of  survivors 
the  Mexican  war  drawing  pensions,  army  invalids  of  the  war  of  eighteen  hun- 
ed  and  sixty-one  to  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five  drawing  pensions,  widows 
the  same  drawing  pensions,  navy  invalids  of  the  war  from  eighteen  hundred  and 
ity  one  to  eighteen  nundred  and  sixty-five  drawing  pensions,  widows  of  the  same 
swing  pensions,  army  nnrses  drawing  pensions,  number  of  ex-soldiers  drawing 
Dsions  under  the  act  of  June  twenty-seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  num- 
rof  widows  of  invalid  soldiers  of  the  war  from  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five  drawing  pensions  nnder  the  act  of  .Inne  twenty- 
renth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  navy  invalids  drawiuj^  pensions  under  the 
ne  act,  widows  of  navy  invalids  drawing  pensions  under  said  act,  number  of  per- 
is drawing  pensions  nnder  special  acts  of  Congress^  and  what  percentage  of  men, 
the  one  hand,  and  women  and  children  on  the  other  are  drawing  pensions  by 
icial  acts  of  Congress. 

Tn  response  thereto,  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
•mmissioner  of  Pensions,  of  the  L'4th  instant,  to  whom  the  resolution 
i8  referred,  supplying  as  iar  as  practicable  the  information  desired. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  N.  Bliss,  Secretary. 

riie  I*RESIDENT  OF  THE   SkNATE. 


2  CONDITION   OF   THE   PENSION   BOLL. 

DEPABTMENT  OF  THE  INTEBIOB, 

Bureau  of  Pensiohb, 
Washingtany  I).  0.,  March  24y  1898. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  yoar  reference 
of  the  23d  instant,  of  a  resolation  passed  by  the  United  States  Senate, 
under  date  of  March  21, 1898,  calling  for  a  statement  showing,  by 
classes,  the  namber  of  all  pensioners  on  the  rolls  at  this  time,  and 
especially  the  namber  of  persons  drawing  x>ension8  nnder  special  acts 
of  Congress,  as  well  as  setting  forth  what  percentage  of  men,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  women  and  children,  on  the  other,  are  drawing  pensions 
by  special  acts  of  Congress. 

In  response,  I  have  to  make  the  following  statement,  showing,  by 
classes,  the  condition  of  the  i)ension  roll  February  28, 1898: 

Revolationary  Trar: 

Widows 7 

Daughters .....••  • 

War  of  1812: 

Siifi'ivors ........••••  i 

Widows %U1 

War  with  Mexico: 

Survivors 10,813 

Widows 8,076 

Indian  wars,  1S32-1842: 

Survivors 2,183 

Widows .'. i,]30 

War  of  1861: 

General  law — 

Army  invalids 830,672 

Army  widows  and  others. 93,660 

Navy  invalids 4,825 

Navy  widows  and  others 2,322 

Act  of  June  27,  1890— 

Army  invalids 392,834 

Army  widows  and  others 117,<^ 

Navy  invalids H,290 

Navy  widows  and  others 5,866 

Army  nurses ..••  644 

Grand  total .* 989,613 

Touching  the  pensioners  who  are  on  the  rolls  by  special  acts  of  Con- 
gress, I  regret  exceedingly  to  state  that  this  Bureau  is  without  accurate 
information  on  this  point.  For  a  number  of  years  past  the  recordSy 
neither  of  this  Bureau  nor  of  the  x>ension  agencies,  have  been  kept  in 
a  manner  to  discriminate  between  pensioners  who  derive  title  horn  the 
general  laws  granting  pensions  and  those  who  are  placed  thereon  by 
special  legislation.  1  am  therefore  unable  to  furnish  the  informatioii 
on  this  point  which  is  required  by  the  United  States  Senate. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  L.  Davbnpobt, 
Acting  Oommiuioner. 
Hon.  0.  N.  Bliss, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

O 
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PBELmiNABY  BEPORT,  MARINE-HOSPITAL  SERVIOB. 


LETTER 


HE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


TRAN8MI1TINO, 


r  RB8PON8B  TO  RBSOLUTION  OF  THB  8XSNATB  OF  BfARCH  21, 
1898,  COPT  OF  THB  PRELIMINART  RBPORT  OF  THE  MARZNB- 
HOSPITAL  8BRVICB  FOR  1897. 


UUIH  28, 1886.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  He*ltli  and  National  Quaran- 
tine and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TrBASTTBY  DBPABTMBNTy 

Wa^hington^  March  25^  1898. 

SiB:  In  retponse  to  tlie  resolntion  of  the  Senate,  No.  311,  March  21, 
98, 1  transmit  a  copy  of  the  preliminary  report  of  the  Marine-  Uospital 
rvice  for  the  fiscal  ye«r  1897,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  Snpervis- 
^  Sargeon-General,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  printed  reports 
the  Marine-Hospital  iService,  being  volumes  reqairing  much  labor  in 
eir  pre[)aration,  are  generally  received  from  the  Public  Printer  a  con- 
lerable  time  subsequent  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  are  gen- 
eJly  made  to  include  the  transactions  of  the  service  to  the  date  of  the 
port. 

The  report  for  1896,  dated  November  1,  was  not  received  from  the 
iblic  Printer  until  March,  1897. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  yours, 

O.  L.  SPAULDiwa, 

Acting  Becretary. 
The  President  of  the  Senate. 


Teeasukt  Department, 
Office  Sxjpervisino  SuRGEON-OENERAii 

Marine-Hospital  Service, 

Washington^  D.  0.,  March  24, 1898. 

Sir:  In  re8x>onse  to  the  resolution  (No.  311)  adopted  by  the  Senate 
ftreh  21,  1898,  and  received  in  this  Bureau  on  the  23d  instant,  I 
insuiit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  preliminary  report  upon  the  operations 


2  MARINE-HOSPITAL   SERVICE. 

of  the  Marine- Hospital  Service  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane  30, 1S97, 
together  with  such  operations  of  the  Service  to  the  date  of  the  report 
which  I  transmitted  to  you  in  November,  1897. 

While  this  report  contains  much  more  information  than  is  inclnded 
in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  1897,  it  is  not 
the  complete  report  which  is  annually  printed  by  the  Bureau. 

The  printed  report  is  usually  prepared  in  September  and  October, 
but  owing  to  the  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  in  the  South  and  the  extraor- 
dinary amount  of  labor  thrown  upon  the  Bureau  in  those  months  it 
could  not  be  then  prepared.  A  similar  delay  was  caused  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  tlie  report  tor  1893  for  the  same  reason,  viz,  tbe  prevalence 
of  yellow  fever,  then  at  Brunswick,  Ga. 

Many  of  the  facts  which  will  be  included  in  the  annual  report  for 
1897  have  been  briefly  published  in  the  public- health  reports  of  this 
Bureau,  which  are  issued  weekly;  but  some  of  the  facts  and  concla- 
sions  with  regard  to  events  during  the  last  fall  must  necessarily  be 
deferred  for  publication  in  the  annual  report  for  1898,  inasmuch  as  the 
full  information  and  the  detailed  reports  have  been  received  in  the 
Bureau  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  annual  report  for  1897. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  yours, 

Walter  Wyman, 
Supervising  Surgeon- Oeneral  Marine-Hospital  Service. 

The  Seobetart  of  the  Treasury. 


preliminary  report,  MARINE-HOSPITAL  SERVICE,  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  30,  1897,  TRANSMirFED  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY,  NOVEMBER  20,  1897. 

MARINE-HOSPITAL  SBRVIOB. 

The  Supervising  Surgeon-General  of  the  Marine- Hospital  Service 
reports  that  the  21  marine  hospitals  are  in  good  condition  and  that  the 
seamen  at  the  96  hospitals  at  minor  ports  where  they  are  treated, either 
by  officers  of  the  service  or  by  special  arraugement,  have  been  well 
cared  for.  During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  the  total  number 
of  patients  treated  at  the  hospitiils  and  the  dispensaries  was  54,477,  of 
which  number  12,154  were  treated  iu  hospital  and  42,323  as  out-patients. 

Although  the  total  number  of  patients  treated  was  673  in  excess  of  the 
total  number  treated  during  the  previous  fiscal  year,  the  total  expendi- 
tures from  the  marine-hospital  fund  ($538,35G)  were  $21,000  less  than 
for  the  previous  yea,?.  The  total  ex|)euditures  for  1896  were  $16,0U0 
less  than  for  the  preceding  year  ( 1895),  so  that  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1897,  the  total  expenditures  were  $37,000  less  than  the  expend- 
itures for  the  year  1895.  This  saving  has  been  accomplished  chiefly  by 
systematic  inspections  and  close  surveillance  of  the  operations  at  each 
port  and  by  circular  instructions  preventing  unnecessary  admissions 
to  aud  undue  detention  in  contract  hospitals.  It  lias  been  effected 
without  restricting  proper  relief  to  the  beneficiaries  of  the  service,  and 
liberal  provision  has  been  made  to  keep  the  hospitals  well  supplied  wiib 
furniture,  instruraentfi,  and  other  appurtenances. 

Professional  aid  was  given  to  other  branches  of  the  Government 
service  as  follows : 

(1)  Aid  to  the  Life-Saving  Service. — During  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1897,  there  were  1,850  applic:ints  for  the  positions  of  keepers  and  surf- 
men  in  the  Life-Saving  Service  examined  physically,  and  68  were 
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)cted  on  account  of  physical  defects.  Two  hundred  and  forty-two 
1ms  for  x>ension8  and  other  benefits  provided  by  the  act  of  May  4, 
'J,  made  by  the  keepers  and  crews  of  the  Life- Saving:  Service  have 
)u  pivssed  upon  in  the  office  of  the  Surgeou-Oeneral. 

2)  Aid  to  the  inspection  service  of  steam  vessels. — During  the  year 
»  pilot-8  were  examined  with  regard  to  their  ability  to  distinguish 
ors,  and  24  rejected  on  account  of  color  blindness. 

3)  Aid  to  the  Revenue- Cutter  Service. — Seven  candidates  for  the  posi- 
I)  of  cadet  were  examined  physically,  and  .'^95  seamen  were  examined 
or  to  enlistnient  in  the  Revenue-Gutter  Service,  and  13  rejected. 

4)  Aul  to  the  immiffration  service. — Medical  officers  of  the  Marine- 
^pital  Service  have  been  specially  detailed  for  medical  inspection  of 
migrants  at  the  following  ports:  Portland,  Me.;  Boston,  New  York, 
lili^elphia,  Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  and  Portland, 
eg.  The  regular  officers  on  duty  at  other  ports  were  available  for 
is  service  when  occasion  required.  The  following  summary  shows 
9  number  of  immigrants  inspected: 

rtIand,Me 1....  428 

itou 11,605 

wYork 199,190 

iladelphia 11,097 

Itiinore  6,686 

w  Orleans 1,358 

rtland^Oreg 126 

n  Francisco 1,658 

In  the  purveying  division  of  the  Bureau,  500  reiinisitions  for  medical 
d  other  supplies  for  21  marine  hospitals  and  53  additional  relief 
itions  of  the  service  have  been  filled.  Twelve  national  quarantine 
itions,  3  detention  ciimps,  and  the  immigration  service  at  New  York, 
ve  also  been  supplied  for  the  roost  part  through  tliis  division. 
The  total  available  amount  of  the  marine  hospiUvl  fund  during  the 
ar  1897  was  9794,071.10;  expenditures  were  $538,350.08,  leaving  on 
nd  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  a  balance  of  $255,714,42. 
The  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
idemic  diseases,  available  June  30,  1897,  was  $474,674.86,  but  in  the 
erations  of  the  service  in  connection  with  the  prevalence  of  yellow 
rer  in  the  South  this  balance  will  be  materially  reduced. 
The  necessity  of  legislation  to  secure  proper  shelter  for  deck  crews 
Western  rivers,  to  which  attention  was  es])ecially  called  in  the  last 
K>rt  of  the  Surgeon-General,  has  been  met  by  a  provision  in  the  act 
Congress  approved  March  3, 1897,  requiring  every  steamboat  plying 
on  the  Mississippi  Biver  or  its  tributaries  to  furnish  an  appropriate 
loe  for  the  crew  with  protection  from  the  cold,  winds,  and  rain.  This 
bject  is  one  that  has  long  engaged  the  attention  of  the  marine  hospital 
rgeons,  who  have  made  frequent  reports  thereon,  and  this  action  of 
ngress  will  be  productive  of  much  relief,  although  the  act  does  not 
le  cfifect  until  June  30, 1898. 

Legislation  was  also  enacted  in  the  sundi'y  civil  bill  approved  Feb- 
siry  19, 1897,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  grant  to 
idical  officers  commissioned  by  the  President  leaves  of  absence  for 
3  Siinie  periods  of  time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  authorized 
be  granted  to  officers  of  the  Army  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The 
rgeon-Oeneral  states  that  this  act  of  Congress  will  prove  of  great 
nelit  to  the  corps,  as  it  permits  officers  to  whom  the  regular  leave  of 
sence  could  not  be  given  in  one  year  to  be  credited  with  the  same  in 
B  succeeding  year— the  leave  of  thirty  days  each  year,  when  not  used, 
be  cumulative  for  a  period  of  four  year«.  Many  officers  desire  to 
ilize  accumulated  leave  for  special  study  and  improvement. 
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The  discipline  of  the  corps  is  reported  as  being  excellent. 

There  were  six  admissions  to  tlie  grade  of  assistant  surgeon  after 
due  examination  in  accordance  with  law.  To  meet  the  growing  demands 
of  the  service,  new  regulations  have  been  prepared  and  will  shortly  be 
issued.  Details  of  officers  have  been  made  during  the  year  for  the 
representation  of  the  service  at  tbe  principal  national  medical  and  naui- 
tary  conventions  in  the  United  States,  and  also  to  international  meet- 
ings of  like  character  at  Montreal,  Mexico,  Venice,  Warsaw,  Brussela, 
and  Berlin.  The  reports  of  the  officers  thus  detailed  contain  much 
valuable  and  practical  information. 

The  Surgeon-General  invites  attention  to  the  excellent  work  done  by 
the  officers  of  the  corps  during  the  recent  visitation  of  yellow  fever  in 
the  South.  Medical  officers  were  assigned  to  duty  in  the  infected  dis- 
tricts, and  although  a  number  of  them  were  not  immune  to  yellow  fever, 
nevertheless  they  responded  with  alacrity  and  performed  their  duties 
with  judgment  and  efficiency. 

Three  of^cers  contracted  yellow  fever  and  one  met  death  by  accideDt 
in  the  line  of  duty. 

Medical  and  surgical  statistics  for  the  fiscal  year  1896  have  been  tabu- 
lated, and  a  series  of  articles  have  been  contributed  by  the  officers  of 
the  corps  on  topics  relating  to  their  professional  work  and  observations 
during  the  year,  including  historical  sketches  of  several  of  the  marine 
hospitals  and  a  report  of  the  exhibit  of  the  workings  of  the  service 
made  at  the  Tennessee  Centennial  Exposition  at  Nashville,  Teun.,  Jan- 
uary to  November. 

The  Surgeon-General  calls  attention  to  the  increased  work  of  his 
Bureau,  and  in  illustration  cites  the  number  of  letters  (9,750)  written 
during  the  fiscal  year  1897,  as  compared  with  the  number  (5,650)  writ- 
ten during  the  fiscal  year  1890. 

To  meet  the  increased  labor  of  the  Bureau  by  recent  legislation,  it 
has  been  necessary  to  request,  in  the  estimate  forward^,  a  slight 
increase  of  clerical  force. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  SBBVIOB. 

Under  this  head  the  Surgeon-General  gives  a  brief  history  for  the 
year  of  cholera,  smallpox,  plague,  and  yellow  fever,  and  the  Bureau 
measures  adopted  with  regard  to  each,  and  discusses  also  the  question 
of  leprosy  in  its  relation  to  the  United  States. 

CHOLKRA. 

There  has  been  no  especial  alarm  caused  by  cholera,  although  it  still 
exists  in  India,  China,  and  Japan.  In  the  Calcutta  district  in  India, 
from  March  6  to  May  29, 1897,  there  were  1,310  deaths.  In  JaiuiD, 
during  the  summer,  there  was  a  reappearance  of  cholera  in  10  different 
places,  but  it  gained  little  headway.  The  appearance  of  cholera  in 
Japan  and  China  is  now  a  matter  of  greater  moment  to  the  United 
States  than  at  any  previous  time,  owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  com- 
merce between  those  countries  and  the  Pacific  coast. 

SMALLPOX*    ~ 

Smallpox  is  reported  as  having  appeared  in  16  States,  covering  29 
localities,  during  the  period  between  November  1, 1896,  and  November 
1, 1897.  In  the  year  previous  it  appeared  in  22  States  and  74  localities. 
The  principal  locality  afiected  was  the  city  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  and 
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Waiine-Hospital  Bureau  was  called  upon  to  send  an  expert  to 
3SS  a  definite  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  doubt  oon- 
ng  which  had  been  expressed  on  account  of  the  low  rate  of  mor- 
\  An  officer  of  the  Service  was  therefore  detailed  for  this  purpose 
rendered  efficient  aid  to  the  authorities. 

1HB  BUBONIC  PULOUB. 

e  prevalence  of  the  bubonic  plague  in  the  Eastern  Hemisphere 
offered  a  new  problem  for  the  consideration  of  the  health  authori- 
if  the  United  States.  The  disease  prevailed  extensively  in  fiom- 
md  its  vicinity,  and  is  reported  as  increasing  at  the  present  time 
rthern  India,  It  has  also  appeared  in  certain  portions  of  China 
Fapan.  Special  quarantine  regulations  were  issued  with  reference 
is  disease,  and  a  regular  officer  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  was 
led  to  visit  the  ports  of  Japan  and  China  during  the  summer  ot 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  and  tran&fmitting  to  the  Bureau  more 
'ate 'knowledge  concerning  the  health  conditions  of  those  ports  and 
lability  to  contagion  therefrom  extending  to  the  United  States, 
rts  of  this  officer,  containing  much  valuable  ni formation,  are  pub- 
1.  One  vessel  infected  with  the  plague  was  received  and  properly 
ed  at  the  United  States  quarantine  station  ut  San  Francisco. 
1  officer  of  the  service  was  also  detailed  by  the  President  as  tech- 
delegate  to  the  International  Sanitary  Conference,  held  in  Venice 
ebruary  and  March,  1897,  with  special  reference  to  preventive 
ures  concerning  this  disease.  Ileports  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
treuce  have  been  received  and  published. 

LBPHOBT. 

foil  report  has  been  made  of  the  proceedings  of  the  International 
osy  Conference,  held  at  Berlin,  October  11  to  IG,  1897,  prepared 
.  A.  Surg.  J.  J.  Kinyoun,  detailed  to  attend  the  conference.  Nine- 
countries  were  represented. 

e  report  of  the  conference  gives  a  somewhat  imperfect  statement 
e  number  of  cases  of  leprosy  in  the  different  countries  of  the  world, 
» being  approximately  130,000  iii  Indian  20,000  in  Japan;  2,500  in 
aii;  1,200  in  Russia;  700  in  Calcutta;  250  in  the  United  States. 
ity-one  other  countries  are  included  in  the  statistical  table. 
te  cause  of  the  disease  is  declared  to  be  the  bacillus  leprae,  and 
rn  to  the  scientific  world  for  twenty-five  years.  It  is  now  acknowl- 
d  to  be  a  slowly  contagious  disease,  but  not  hereditary,  and  it  is 
luded  that  isolation  is  the  best  means  of  preventing  its  spread. 
le  Surgeon-General  calls  attention  to  the  tact  that  there  is  no  suita- 
»lace  for  the  care  of  pauper  lepers  in  the  United  States,  and  that 
as  frequently  been  appealed  to  to  care  for  occasional  case»  of  lep- 
by  State  and  local  boards  of  health;  and  there  is  a  desire  on  the 
of  these  authorities  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  leper  hos- 
.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  knowledge  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
ise  in  the  United  States  is  fragmentary  and  unsatisfactory,  although 
positively  known  that  the  number  is  not  inconsiderable,  the  Sur- 
General  recommends  (and  ia  this  recommendation  I  concur)  that, 
relimiuary  to  any  further  action  in  the  matter,  definite  knowledge 
>  the  prevalence  and  the  sanitary  measures  ad^>pted  by  State  and 
icipal  authorities  be  obtained  through  investigation  by  the  Marine* 
)ital  Service;  the  result  of  the  investigation  to  be  made  known  to 
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Congress,  with  each  reoommendations  as  may  be  deemed  propei 
ceriiiug  the  establishment  of  a  national  leper  sanitarium;  and  the  i 
sary  expenses  of  the  in vestigatioii  to  be  made  payable  from  the  epi< 
fund. 


Tellow  fever  has  been  anasaally  prevalent  throughout  the  Isla 
Cuba  during  the  past  year.  lutheportof  Habana  alone,  from  Novc 
I,  1896,  to  November  1,  1897,  there  were  1,605  deaths.  Reckoned 
basis  of  mortality  of  12  per  cent,  an  extremely  low  percentage, 
deaths  would  represent  about  12,000  cases.  The  disease  has  sAm 
vailed  extensively  in  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Matanzas,  Cienfugas,  and 
IK>rts  and  places  on  the  island.  Attention  is  called  to  the  conti 
menace  to  the  United  States  caused  by  this  disease  in  Cuba,  anc 
believed  that  after  an  investigation,  which  is  now  being  made,  1 
be  shown  that  the  recent  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  in  the  South  mi 
traced  to  Cuba  as  its  source. 

Yellow  fever  has  prevailed  also  during  the  past  season  extens 
throughout  the  West  Indies  and  the  Spanish  Main,  namely,  in  Jan^ 
Haiti,  iiuadaloiipe,  Isthmus  of  Panama,  Nicaragua,  San  Salv 
United  States  of  Colombia;  also  in  Para  and  Bio  de  Janeiro,  in  B 
although  there  has  been  a  marked  diminution  of  the  disease  in  the 
named  city. 

In  view  of  the  dangers  apprehended  at  the  beginning  of  the  qui 
tine  season,  a  circular  was  addressed  to  all  consuls  and  consular  a| 
in  the  West  Indies  and  on  the  Spanish  Main,  requesting  full  infc 
tion  to  be  given  on  the  bills  of  health  and  supplemental  bills  of  b< 
furnished  vessels  leaving  for  the  United  States,  and  requesting 
prompt  notification  of  the  outbreak  of  infectious  or  contagious  dise 
On  account  of  the  close  proximity  of  Florida  to  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
the  danger  caused  by  irregular  tariff  and  illicit  communication  ca 
on  by  smugglers,  two  officers  of  the  Marine-Hospital  Service 
detailed  for  duty,  one  upon  the  east  and  the  other  upon  the  west  cof 
Florida,  to  inspect  quarantine  and  inspection  stations  and  to 
special  precautions  regarding  the  landing  of  smugglers  or  others 
unfrequented  portions  of  the  coast.  These  officers  were  assisted  ii 
performance  of  their  duties  by  collectors  of  customs,  officers  o1 
llevenue-Cutter  Service,  and  by  special  agents  of  the  Treasury  De 
ment.  Inspections  were  also  made  of  all  the  quarantines  of  tiie  8 
Atlantic  and  Oulf  coasts. 

THB  RBCKNT  BPIDBMIC  OF  TKLLOW  WMYMSL 

August  20,  members  of  the  state  board  of  health  of  Louisiana  vi 
Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  to  investigate  the  nature  of  a  lever  whicb 
been  prevailing  there  some  time,  about  400  cases  having  been  repo 
Under  date  of  August  23  they  declared  the  disease  to  be  dei 
September  4  Ocean  Springs  was  visited  by  Passed  Assistant  Sui 
Wasdin,of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  together  with  the  state  h 
officer  of  Alabama  and  the  chairman  of  the  city  board  of  heal 
Mobile.  Dr.  Wasdin  diagnosed  the  several  cases  which  he  examin 
yellow  fever,  the  diagnosis  being  concurred  in  by  several  State  and 
health  authorities  who  took  part  in  the  examination.  The  disease 
thercnfter  appeared  in  New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  and  several  o 
snmlU»r  cities  upon  the  Gulr*  coast  and  the  southern  half  of  the 
.of  Mississippi.    Later  in  Montgomery,  Selma,  Flomaton,  and  se 
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minor  places  in  tbe  State  of  Alabama;  in  Galveston  and  Ffouston, 
Tex.,  and  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  The  total  number  of  caaes  officially 
reported  to  November  10  was  4,198,  and  the  totiil  number  of  deaths,  423. 

The  disease  was  widely  prevalent  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the 
record  beinp:  1,722  cases,  with  244  deaths,  to  November  10.  So 'ener- 
getic were  the  measures  taken  in  many  of  the  places  where  the  dis- 
ease appeared  that  bat  few  cases  were  developed  and  the  mortality  ms 
hght.  The  operations  of  the  Marine-Hospital  Service  were  condncted 
through  experienced  officers  phiced  in  charge  of  specified  districts,  who, 
in  torn,  employed  medical  and  otlier  assistants,  and  used  all  possible 
means  to  suppress  and  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Infected 
localities  were  isolated  so  far  as  possible;  trains  leaving  infected  dis- 
^ets  were  under  medical  8upervision ;  mails,  baggage,  and  freight 
were  disinfected,  and  three  detention  camps  were  erected  and  con- 
ducted by  the  Service — one  for  Mobile,  at  Mount  Vernon  Barracks,  Ala. ; 
another  for  the  Gulf  coast,  at  Fontainebleau,  Miss.,  and  the  third  near 
Avondale,  in  Louisiana.  In  addition  to  the  above,  sanitary  experts 
were  employed  to  report  u)>on  suspected  cases  and  to  keep  the  Bureau 
informed.  Also  on  the  Mississippi  Kiver  several  inspecting  stations 
were  established  for  vessels  going  up  the  river  from  New  Orleans,  the 
vessels  for  this  purpose  being  furnished  chiefly  from  the  Engineer 
Department  of  the  Army,  and  the  efibrts  to  prevent  infection  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley  were  successful.  The  expert  service  of  the  Marine- 
Hospital  Service  was  of  great  value  in  the  prompt  determination  of 
the  existence  of  the  disease,  giving  an  authoritative  statement  re^rd- 
iog  the  same,  without  which  the  necessary  precautions  would  not  have 
been  taken  by  local  authorities. 

The  Surgeon-General  states  that  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  the 
work  which  was  done  had  a  marked  cfl'ect  in  controlling  the  spread  of 
the  disease  and  preventing  a  much  more  extensive  epidemic. 

Ocean  Springs,  where  the  disease  was  first  discovered,  is  not  a  sea- 
port, and  the  point  through  which  the  disease  entered  the  United  States 
has  not  yet  been  determined,  although  the  matter  is  under  investigation. 

At  the  date  of  this  report  the  disease  has  almost  entirely  disappeared, 
and  measures  are  being  taken  to  carry  out  a  system  of  post-epidemic 
disinfection  of  rooms  and  houses  where  the  fever  has  prevailed. 

KLFEBT  COMMISSIOK  TO  INVISTIOATE  THE  NATURE  OF  YELLOW  FEVER. 

Two  skilled  bacteriologists  of  the  service,  both  of  whom  have  had 
yellow  fever,  were  detail wi,  in  addition  to  other  duties,  to  investigate 
the  nature  of  the  fever,  and  were  engaged  in  laboratory  work  in  New 
Orleans  until  the  disease  had  practically  disappeared  there.  By 
direction  of  the  President,  and  the  approval  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury^  these  officers  have  been  specially  detailed  to  continue  their 
investigations  in  the  city  of  Havana,  where  the  material  necessary  is 
available  throughout  the  year.  One  of  these  officers  has  made  a  spe- 
cial study  in  tbe  European  laboratories  of  the  most  recent  discoveries 
relating  to  the  nature  of  yellow  fever,  and  it  is  intended  to  retain 
this  exi>ert  commission  in  Havana  for  a  length  of  time  necessary  to 
obtain  practical  results. 

BANITABY  INSPEOT^N  SEBVICB. 

During  the  year  sanitary  inspectors  of  the  Marine-Hospital  Service 
were  maintained  at  Kio  de  Janeiro,  Habana,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Colon, 
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and  Panama,  and  in  Yokohama,  Japan.  In  addition,  as  previoasl] 
mentioned,  a  regular  officer  of  the  service  inspected  the  ports  of  Ohim 
and  Japan. 

NATIONAL  QUARANTINE  STATIONS. 

The  Snrgeon-Oeneral  reports  that  the  eleven  national  quarantine  sta 
tions  have  been  efficiently  conducted  throughout  the  year,  the  reports 
from  the  medical  officers  in  command  showing  great  activity  and  effi 
ciency  in  their  administration.  Infected  vessels  have  been  received  a 
all  of  the  stations,  and  their  treatment  has  been  conducted  withou 
undue  detention.  In  the  enforcement  of  the  national  quarantine  law 
which  requires  local  quarantines  to  comply  with  the  Treasury  regula 
tions,  inspections  have  been  made  of  only  the  quarantines  upon  th< 
Middle  and  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts.  On  account  of  the  thor 
ough  inspection  of  the  previous  year,  full  reports  of  which  were  printed 
in  the  last  annual  report,  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  inspect  th< 
other  stations. 

In  the  enforcement  of  the  national  quarantine  regulations  deficiencies 
in  the  plant  and  inefficiency  of  administration  of  the  local  quarantines 
were  developed  at  8an  Francisco,  and  in  accordance  with  Section  III 
of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February  15, 1 893,  after  careful  presen- 
tation of  the  matter,  the  President  took  formal  action  by  detailing  P.  A. 
Surg.  M.  J.  Hosenau  as  quarantine  officer  at  the  port  of  San  Francisco, 
with  fiill  powers  as  to  quarantine  measures. 

At  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  it  was  also  found  that  the  regulations  of  the 
Treasury  Department  were  not  being  complied  with,  and  it  became 
necessary,  in  the  enforcement  of  the  same,  to  maintain  an  inspector  at 
that  station  until  near  the  close  of  the  quarantine  season. 

During  the  year  also  an  ellbrt  was  made  by  the  Mississippi  State 
board  of  health  to  cause  the  removal  of  the  national  Gulf  Quarantine 
Station  at  Ship  Island,  and  the  State  board  established  a  similar  qaar- 
antiueon  an  adjoining,  namely,  Gat  Island,  and  endeavored  to  supplaut 
the  national  quarantine.  A  plea  was  made  by  a  representative  of  the 
board  for  the  removal  of  Ship  Island  on  account  of  its  close  proximity 
to  the  shore;  yet*,  with  remarkable  inconsistency,  the  State  board  estab- 
lished a  quarantine  of  precisely  the  same  nature,  but  less  efficient,  od 
an  island  nearer  the  shore,  and  a  studied  effort  was  made  to  throw  dis- 
credit upon  the  administration  of  the  national  quarantine.  The  station, 
as  an  inspecting  station,  was  removed  from  Ghandeleur  Island  to  Ship 
Island  in  October,  1893,  after  the  destruction  of  the  station  at  Ohande- 
leur  Island  by  a  tidal  wave  and  storm  which  swept  the  hospital  to  sea 
and  caused  the  death  by  drowning  of  five  persons,  one  being  a  hospital 
steward,  one  a  nurse,  and  three  patients. 

The  Surgeon-General  states  that  after  examination  by  an  experienced 
officer  of  the  service,  in  conjunction  with  an  officer  of  the  Revenue- 
Gutter  Service,  it  was  found  that  no  other  site  was  available  for  a  quar- 
antine station  for  the  coast  of  Mississippi,  and  in  the  appropriation  act 
for  1895  Gongress  legalized  the  transfer  from  Ghandeleur  to  Ship  Island. 
Efforts  have  been  made,  by  persistent  statements  contrary  to  the  facta, 
to  connect  the  recent  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  with  the  station  at  Ship 
Island,  but  no  facts  have  been  presented  throwing  discredit  on  thu 
station. 

At  eight  other  ports  the  service  has  maintained  national  quaranthu 
inspections. 
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NATIONAL  QUARANTINE  LAW. 

The  Snrgeon-Oeneral  again  refers  to  the  necessity  of  a  strictly 
national  quarantine  law,  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  his  two  pre- 
vioas  annual  reports.  In  his  report  for  1806  he  has  shown  the  nnequal 
benefits  and  at  the  same  time  the  danger  involved  in  the  operations 
mider  the  ]>resent  quarantine  law — that  of  February  15, 1893 — which 
permits  State  and  local  quarantines  to  be  conducted  under  their  own 
rules  and  regulations,  provided,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  addi- 
tional rules  and  regulations  are  not  required.  The  Surgeon-General 
argues  that  the  national  quarantine  regulations  should  be  made  para- 
mount. He  states  that  under  the  provision  of  the  law  which  requires 
him  to  aid  in  the  execution  and  enforcement  of  State  and  local  quaran- 
tine regulations  claim  has  frequently  been  made  by  local  authorities 
that  this  is  the  chief  intent  of  the  law,  and  that  however  absurd  and 
unnecessary  local  quarantine  regulations  may  be  the  Marine-Uospital 
Service  is  bound  to  aid  in  enforcing  them.  He  recommends  that  the 
law  of  1893  be  amended  so  that  its  effect  shall  be  to  make  the  national 
quarantine  regulationsparamount,  and  to  prevent  interference  with  their 
enforcement  by  any  State  or  local  legislation. 

This  feature  of  the  law  should  ap]>]y  to  both  maritime  and  interstate 
quamntine.  Its  necessity  with  regard  to  maritime  quarantine  has 
been  amply  demonstrated,  as  shown  in  previous  annual  reports;  and 
with  regard  to  interstate  quarantine  its  necessity  has  been  very  forci- 
bly demonstrated  within  the  past  few  mouths,  during  the  recent  out- 
break of  yellow  fever  in  the  South,  when  local  quarantine  authorities 
placed  restrictions  which  not  only  paralyzed  commerce  but  prevented 
the  exercise  of  their  full  duties  by  the  officers  of  the  (lovernment  in 
their  efi'orts  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading  from  one  section  to  another. 
The  Surgeon  General  has  heretofore  recommended  that  all  maritime 
quarantine  should  be  operated  by  the  General  Government.  To  pur- 
chase or  to  equip  new  quarantine  establishments  to  supplant  those  of 
several  of  the  large  cities  now  in  operation  would  require  large  appro- 
priations, and  it  may  be  deemed  impracticable  to  attempt  this  at  the 
present  time,  but  the  law  should  be  so  framed  that  it  will  be  within  the 
province  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  promptly  to  establish  a 
quarantine  station  without  regard  to  the  State  or  local  quarantine  at 
whatever  point  and  at  any  time  that  he  may  deem  it  necessary  to  the 
public  safety  for  such  action  to  be  taken.  A  bill  has  been  prepared 
and  will  be  submitted  amending  the  law  in  accordance  with  the  above 
Buggestions. 

DIVISION  OF  SANITARY  BEPOBTS  AND  (STATISTICS. 

In  this  division  the  public-health  reports  have  been  edited  and  issued 
weekly.  These  reports  at  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  are  bound  for 
permanent  utility,  making  a  volume  of  some  1 ,200  pages.  They  are 
mailed  each  week  to  all  quarantine  offi(;ers,  to  State  and  local  health 
officers,  and  other  sanitarians.  They  contain  information  relating  to 
epidemic  diseases  in  the  United  States  and  reports  upon  conditions 
affecting  the  public  health.  Statistical  information  is  given  concern- 
ing the  prevalence  of  smallpox  or  yellow  fever;  concerning  the  arrival 
of  immigrants  at  the  several  important  ports  of  the  United  States; 
weekly  reports  are  published  from  national  quarantine  stations,  giving 
the  history  of  every  vessel  treated  at  quarantine,  this  information  being 
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of  value  to  all  quaraotine  officers.  Weekly  reports  are  also  published 
from  the  State  and  local  quarantine  officers  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
the  request  of  the  Bureau  for  these  reports  has  been  complied  with  by 
the  several  State  and  local  authorities,  with  the  exception  of  the  local 
authorities  in  charge  of  the  quarantine  stations  at  New  Orleans  and 
New  York.    These  latter  have  declined  or  flailed  to  send  the  reports. 

Each  week  there  is  published  a  mortality  table  for  the  cities  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  a  table  of  temperature  and  rainfall  for  all 
the  cities  of  the  United  States,  furnished  by  the  Agricultural  Department 

The  volume  also  contains  sanitary,  morbidity,  and  mortality  reports 
received  through  the  State  Department  ftom  United  States  consuls  at 
foreign  ports  and  places,  and  the  information  contained  therein  is  of 
great  service  to  all  quarantine  officers  in  their  zealous  efforts  to  pre- 
vent  the  introduction  of  contagious  diseases. 

In  this  division  also  circular  letters  were  prepared  and  transmitted  to 
all  cities  and  towns  of  the  United  States  having  a  population,  accord- 
ing to  the  United  States  Census  of  1890,  of  1,000  or  more.  These  letters 
requested  mortality  statistics  for  the  year  1896.  One  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four  cities  and  towns  made  reports,  from  which 
were  prepared  and  published  a  table  showing  the  total  mortality  for 
the  year  ended  December  31,  1896,  and  the  mortality  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  was  363,546  in  a 
population,  according  to  the  United  States  census  of  1890,  of  18,498,482, 
this  corresponding  to  an  annual  mortality  rate  of  15.93  per  1,000  of  tbe 
population  reporting. 

In  this  division  there  is  also  a  report  showing  the  regulations  which 
are  in  force  or  have  been  issned  by  the  State  boards  of  health,  with  a 
view  to  controlling  the  dissemination  of  pnlmonary  consumption. 

HYGIENIO  LABORATOBT. 

In  the  hygienic  laboratory  instruction  has  been  given  to  officers  of 
the  Service  and  to  representatives  from  State  and  municipal  health 
boards.  Investigations  have  been  conducted  concerning  the  use  of 
formaldehyde  gas  as  a  disinfecting  agent,  and  brought  to  a  successfol 
conclusion.  This  method  of  disinfection  has  been  authorized  by 
Department  circular,  and  will  prove  valuable  at  the  qaarantine  stations, 
since  this  gas  is  noninjurions  to  any  fabrics,  metals,  or  leather  goods. 

The  proper  method  of  disinfection  of  railway  coaches  is  also  the 
subject  of  a  special  article  by  the  director  of  the  laboratory. 

Investigations  have  been  made  into  the  nature  of  malarial  fever,  the 
bubonic  plague,  the  serum  therapy  of  pneumonia,  the  diagnosis  of 
enteric  fever,  and  the  cause  and  treatment  of  smallpox. 

Bacteriological  examination  has  also  been  made  of  the  Potomac? 
water,  with  a  view  to  determining  to  what  extent  the  water  supply  of 
Washington  is  responsible  for  the  great  number  of  typhoid  cases  pre- 
vailing annually,  and  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  how  this  condition  cau 
best  be  prevented. 

The  laboratory  has  also  been  utilized  for  the  examination  of  sputam, 
blood,  and  pathological  specimens  sent  from  the  several  hospitals  of  the 
Service. 

Analyses  of  well  water  have  also  been  made  on  request  of  marine- 
hospital  officers. 

The  Surgeon -Oeneral  calls  attention  to  the  necessity  of  enlarging  the 
laboratory  and  of  providing  a  separate  building  for  the  same.    I  con- 
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car  in  his  recommendation  that  an  appropriation  of  (25,000  be  made 
for  this  purpose,  and  have  included  the.  same  in  the  estimates  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899. 

I  furthermore  concur  in  the  recommendation  that  a  commission  of 
medical  officers  of  the  Marine-Hospital  Service  be  authorized  by  act  of 
Congress  to  investigate  the  sources  of  iK)llutiou  of  streams  and  other 
water  supplies  of  towns  and  cities  where  the  pollution  affects  the 
people  of  more  than  one  State. 


' 
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BAOTBBIOLOQIOAL     EXAMINATION    OF    THE     POTOMAC 

EIVEB. 


LETTEB 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRAKSMITTINOi 

IN  RBSPONSE  TO  RBSOLUTION  OF  THE  SSNATB  OF  JANUART  22; 
1898,  REPORT  FROM  THB  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  H70IENIC  LABORA- 
TORT  OF  THB  MARINE-HOSPITAL  SERVICE  ON  THE  SUBJECT 
OF  THB  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  THE  POTOMAC 
BIVER,  RELATIVE  TO  THE  POLLUTION  OF  THB  ^WATER  SUPPLY 
OF  THB  CIT7  OF  l^ASHINOTON. 


HocH  28^  1898.— Befeired  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dktriot  of  ColnmbU  and 

ordered  to  be  printed. 


TBEASUBY  DEPABTMENTy 

Washington,  March  26^  1898. 

8iB:  In  response  to  Senate  resolution  of  January  22. 189S,  I  transmit 
herewith  a  letter  from  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Marine  Hospital- 
Service,  inclosing  the  report  of  the  director  of  the  hygienic  laboratory 
of  the  Marine-Hospital  Service,  conveying  the  results  of  bacteriological 
uid  other  investigations  relative  to  the  pollution  of  the  water  supply  of 
*e  city  of  Washington. 

Bespectfully,  yours,  L.  J.  Gage, 

Secretary. 

ThePSESIDBNT  OP  THB  SENATE. 


Tbeasubt  Depabtment, 
Oppicb  Supebtising  Surgeon-Gbnebal 

Mabine-Hospital  Sebyioe, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  26^  1898. 

SiB:  In  response  to  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  January  22,  directing 
that  there  be  transmitted  to  the  Senate  any  information  which  may  be 
in  the  possession  of  the  Marine- Hospital  Service  covering  the  results 
of  bacteriological  or  other  investigations  relative  to  the  pollution  of  the 
rater  supply  of  the  city  of  Washington,  I  have  to  transmit  herewith  a 
report  from  the  director  of  the  hygienic  laboratory  of  the  Marine 
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Hospital  Service,  which  ji^ives  a  fiill  accouDt  of  the  investigations  made 
by  this  Bureau  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  Senate  resolution. 
Inclosed  also  are  five  charts  further  illustrating  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  yours, 

Walter  Wyman, 
Supervising  Surgeon- Oeneral  Marine-Hospital  Service. 

The  Seobetaby  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Department, 
Office  Supervising  Suroeon-Genebal 

Marine  Hospital- Service, 
Washingtony  D.  C,  March  J21j  1898. 

Sir  :  In  response  to  your  instructions  to  prepare  ^  report  on  the  subject 
of  the  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  Potomac  River,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  synopsis  of  the  investigations  which  have 
been  conducted  in  the  hygienic  laboratory: 

The  inquiry  was  commenced  as  early  as  1891,  when  a  bacteriological 
study  was  made  of  the  Potomac  Eiver  water,  for  the  pariK>8e  of  olassi- 
fyiug  the  bacterial  flora. 

During  this  examination  acertaiu  group  of  bacteria,  known  astheoolon 
group,  was  observed,  which  persisted  with  some  degree  of  regularity, 
although  not  in  considerable  numbers.  This  was  especially  noted  in 
the  mouths  of  the  summer  and  fall. 

In  the  following  years  investigations  of  the  same  character  were 
made,  in  connection  with  other  laboratory  subjects,  and  with  identical 
results. 

It  is  now  regretted  that  the  inquiry  then  undertaken  could  not  have 
been  made  continuous,  thereby  enabling  us  to  reach  positive  condnsions 
earlier. 

During  the  years  1892  and  1893,  when  cholera  prevailed  in  Europe 
and  this  country  was  seriously  threatened  thereby,  special  attention  was 
given  to  the  subject  of  the  pollution  of  water  supplies,  and  that  of 
Washington  in  particular.  I  was  soon  convinced  that  in  the  event  of 
cholera  gaining  a  foothold  in  this  country,  particularly  east  of  the  Alle- 
gheny Mountains,  the  water  supply  of  Washington  might  be  serioudy 
threatened,  if  not  infected  with  the  germs  of  cholera,  and  that  the  possi- 
bility of  havin;:^  a  repetition  of  the  Hamburg  epidemic  was  notreiuote. 
This  fact  was  doubly  emphasized  in  1894,  when  an  immigrant  Just  landed 
was  reported  to  have  died  of  cholera  in  Cumberland,  Md.,  just  125  miles 
above.  Fortunately,  the  case  was  not  cholera,  but  it  demonstrated 
how  easily  a  condition  might  arise  under  certain  conditions  which  might 
jeopardize  the  water  supply  of  Washington. 

It  is  now  a  well-known  fact  that  Washington  has  for  many  years 
enjoyed  an  unenviable  notoriety  in  the  number  of  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  and  diarrheal  diseases  which  annually  occur.  This  condition  had 
at  last  become  so  persistent  and  grave  that  the  medical  profession  had, 
by  its  long  experience  with  the  disease,  become  authorities  on  its  treat- 
ment. On  account  of  the  gradual  and  persistent  increase  firom  year  to 
year,  the  profession  compelled  action  to  be  taken  with  regard  to  its 
cause  and  i)revention. 

Accordingly  in  1894  the  Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  and  report  on  the  cause  and  pre- 
vention of  typhoid  fever  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Tliis  committee,  after  an  exhaustive  and  painstaking  investigation, 
made  its  report  to  the  society  in  June  of  that  year,  and  sabsequentiy 
presented  it  to  the  Congress  and  it  was  iirinted. 
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The  conclusions  were  as  follows: 

■ 

L  The  immediate  abandonment  of  all  wells  within  the  citv  limits,  exception  only 
»  be  made  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  Potomac  supply,  and  where  the  wells,  after 
speated  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations,  have  been  found  to  be  firee  from 
Li  possible  soarces  of  danger;  bnt  even  these  to  be  abandoned  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

2.  Pontication  of  the  sewerage  system  already  existing,  by  replacing  as  rapidly  as 
ossible  all  damaged  or  defective  drains. 

3.  The  introduction  of  new  sewers  in  advance  of  other  improvements  in  parts 
r  the  city  not  now  supplied  with  drainage,  and  the  extension  of  the  system  as  far 
atside  of  the  city  limits  as  the  rapidly  growing  popolation  demands,  so  as  to  pre- 
ent  soil  contamination. 

4.  The  adoption  of  some  system  by  which  the  lower  sections  of  the  city  can  be 
tore  completely  drained  and  the  risks  arising  from  the  backing  up  of  tide  water 
od  sewage  prevented. 

5.  The  hnal  and  safe  disposal  of  the  sewage. 

6.  To  make  all  existing  privies,  vaults,  or  other  receptacles  of  hnman  excreta 
ater-tight,  and  by  rigid  inspection  and  penalties  to  prevent  the  danger  from  leak- 
^  and  overflow. 

7.  The  early  completion  of  the  plans  recommended  by  Colonel  Elliot,  in  charge  of 
le  Washington  Aqueduct,  and  now  in  course  of  execution,  which  have  in  view  the 
)dimentation  of  the  Potomac  water  and  ultimately  the  completion  of  works  for 
Itration,  the  only  proper  metliod  of  purification. 

8.  The  suppression  of  all  privies  and  the  enforcing  of  the  law  to  make  sewer 
onnections. 

0.  Careful  inspection  of  all  dairies  in  the  District  from  which  our  milk  supply  is 
rawn,  and  the  enactment  of  a  law  by  which  no  milk  shall  be  sold  in  the  District 
rithont  a  permit  from  the  health  office.  The  inspection  should  cover  an  examina- 
ion  at  the  dairies  of  all  possible  source*  of  infection,  including  the  water  supply. 

Special  stress  was  laid  on  tbe  box-privy  system  and  of  the  shallow 
mrface  wells  as  being  responsible  for  the  majority  of  the  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  and  diarrheal  diseases. 

Aid  was  given  to  this  committee  in  its  investigations  by  making  a 
oacteriological  examination  of  water  from  several  wells  and  springs 
irhicb  were  suspected  of  being  infected.  The  result  of  the  examina- 
taon  showed  that  the  suspicions  were  well  founded,  and  the  msyority  of 
Ibese  wells  were  found  to  contain  the  intestinal  bacteria. 

The  following  is  the  memorandum  furnished  the  committee,  which 
explains  itself: 


Sttiple 

BBiBber. 

LocaUon  of  weU. 

Besnlt  of  examination. 

Condition 
of  water. 

Seoommondatlons. 

East  side  of  Seyenth  street 

Sewaffe  bacteria;    colon 
baolllas  isolated. 

Bad 

WeU    shovld   bo 

between  M  and  N  streete 
KW. 
L  street    between  Rizth 
and  Seventh  NW. 

dosed. 

do 

.....do  ..•• 

Do. 

East  aide  Seventh  street 
between  M  and  N. 

.....do 

•  as.  «d0    •  .■  . 

Da 

Tenth  and  S  streets  IVW. 

Sewaice    bacteria;    fecal 
bacteria;  colon  bacillus 
Isolated. 

do  — 

Do. 

Sixteenth  and  Corooraa 

Ordinary   fonns   usually 

Good 

Should  belceptundor 

streets  NW. 

found  in  water. 

observation. 

Seventeenth  and  K  streets 
HW. 

Ordinary  forms  usually 
found  in  water,  bnt  in 
considerable  quantities. 

Sewaee    bactoiia;    oolon 
bacillus  isolated. 

Suspicious 

Do. 

Tenth  street  between  fi 

Bad 

Should  be  dosed. 

and  C  NB. 

Third  street  and  Indiana 

SewaiTA  haAteria .......... 

«  •  tt  «  •  ^'^  •  tt  •  ■ 

Do. 

avenne  NW. 

Tand  Eighteenth  streets 

Ordinary  water  bacteria, 

Suspicions 

Should  be keptnndei 

NW. 

but  in  large  numbers. 

obHervatiou. 

10 

Twenty-third  and  0 
streets  NW.       « 

Sewase  bacteria 

Bad 

Should  be  dosed. 

U 

Eicbteenth  and  S  streets 
NW. 

Sewage  baoteria  in  great 

do  •••• 

Do. 

nnrabers. 

u 

K  street  between  Twenty- 

Sewage    bacteria;    colon 
bacillus  isolated. 

•  •  •  ■ « OQ  «  ■  •  • 

Do. 

flrstiind  Twenty-second 

streets  NW. 

IS 

Khith  and  H  streets  N  W . . 

Ordinary  water  baoteria 
in  small  numbers. 

1 

Good 

Should  be  kept  under 
observation. 

4  BACTERIOLOGICAL   EXAMINATION   OF   POTOMAC   RIYEB. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  deaths  from  malarial  fevers  are  of  rareoocar- 
reDce  in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Norfolk — at  least,  this 
has  been  the  exx)erience  of  the  officers  of  the  Marine-Hospital  Service 
stationed  at  these  places — ^it  is  remarkable  that  Washington  Bhoold 
prove  the  exception.  It  was  suggested  in  this  report  that  both  the 
deaths  from  malarial  fever  and  typhomalarial  fever  were  nothing  more 
or  less  than  typhoid  fever  given  another  name.  In  the  main,  I  believe 
that  the  conclusions  were  correct,  and  my  own  observation  on  cases  of 
malarial  and  other  fevers,  made  in  a  marine  hospital  (the  majority  of 
these  having  contracted  the  disease  in  the  vicinity  of  Chesapeake  Bay) 
was  to  the  effect  that  deaths  from  malarial  fevers  were  exceedingly 
rare,  and  that  the  disease  known  as  typhomalarial  fever  was  equtdly 
rare.  In  over  400  cases  examined,  I  found  4  cases  of  a  mixed  infection  of 
malaria  and  typhoid.  Professor  Osier  reports  that  in  600  examinations 
of  cases  of  fever  none  had  been  encountered,  and  that  the  so-called 
typhomalarial  fever  was  nothing  more  than  typhoid  fever. 

It  then  appears  that  all  agree  that  these  diseases  are  in  all  proba- 
bility typhoid,  and  should  be  so  classified.  Another  significant  fact  is 
that  these  cases  occur  synchronously  with  typhoid,  and  always  in  the 
same  ratio.  If,  then,  these  cases  are  typhoid  we  would  have  a  consid- 
erable increase  in  the  death  rate  per  10,000,  and  instead  of  the  death 
rate  of  7  for  the  ten  years  ending  January  1, 1897,  it  would  really  be  7.6. 

Washington  City  stands  among  the  foremost  in  the  high  death  rate 
in  a  preventable  disease. 

In  1895  another  serious  and  widespread  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever 
occurred  during  the  summer  and  fall,  and  the  disease  was  so  severe 
that  a  special  sanitary  inspector,  Dr.  George  XT.  Kober,  was  appointed 
to  investigate  into  its  cause. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  inquiry  a  request  came  from  the  healtli 
ofiKc/Cr  for  the  bacteriological  examination  to  be  made  of  samples  of 
water  submitted  by  Dr.  Eober,  in  the  hygenic  laboratory,  which  request 
was  complied  with. 

From  September  24  to  December  13  about  200  analyses  were  made  of 
samples  of  water  from  about  70  different  sources  with  the  result  of  find- 
ing practically  the  same  condition  as  existed  in  the  wells  examined  the 
previous  year.  Dr.  Eober  concludes  that  the  infected  shallow  surfiuse 
wells  located  near  leaky  sewers  and  leaky  privy  vaults  formed  the  ideal 
conditions  for  their  infection  and  the  dissemination  of  typhoid  fever 
from  them.  Quite  a  number  of  these  wells  which  were  found  to  be  badly 
contaminated  were  those  which  had  been  recommended  to  be  closed 
and  had  been  so  for  a  time  until  by  one  pretext  or  another  they  were 
again  reopened  and  used.  Out  of  the  70  original  sources  (wells,  springs, 
etc.)  26  were  found  to  contain  sewage  bacteria  and  in  21  intestinal 
bacteria  were  found. 

In  my  report  submitted  December  24, 1895, 1  state  that — 

The  Potomac  Riyer  water  has  been  examined,  as  will  be  seen,  at  interyals  dnrins 
the  inanlTT. 

While  the  examinations  on  the  whole  make  a  better  showing  than  do  the  sams 
nnmber  of  wells,  it  was  not  found  free  from  contamination. 

On  two  occasions  intestinal  bacteria  were  isolated,  and  in  seyeral  inataooes  the 
sewage  bacteria  were  found. 

The  direct  results  of  the  investigation  of  both  the  medical  society  and 
Dr.  Kober  were  the  closing  of  many  of  the  wells  which  were  undoubt- 
edly concerned  in  tbe  spread  of  typhoid  fever  and  diarrheal  disease. 
This  was  particularly  noticeable  in  localities  where  the  people  had 
depended  solely  on  these  wells  for  their  supply;  there  was  a  noticeable 
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diiDiDntion  in  the  number  of  cases  after  a  new  supply  of  water  had 
been  introdaced.  Unfortunately^  this  did  not  cure  the  evil;  typhoid 
fever,  while  diminished  in  these  localities,  had  not  disappeared,  but 
still  lingered.  Not  only  this,  the  closure  of  the  wells  and  the  aoate^ 
ment  of  nuisances  did  not  diminish,  or  has  not  materially  diminished, 
the  death  rate  of  typhoid  fever.  The  disease  now  appears  to  be  widely 
scattered,  and  there  are  no  particular  foci  as  have  heretofore  existed. 

The  previous  investigations  have  not  been  without  their  indirect 
benefits.  The  Potomac  water  has  been  heretofore  considered  by  many 
to  be  in  as  good  condition  as  any  other  water  supply,  and  the  idea  pre- 
vails that,  on  account  of  the  large  quantity  of  water  and  the  proper- 
tionately  small  quantity  of  sewage  thrown  into  the  river,  long  before  it 
reaches  Washington  it  has  been  purified  by  the  efficient  agencies  of 
aeration  and  sedimentation. 

Other  causes  have  been  assigned  for  the  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever, 
8Qch  as  milk,  imperfect  sewerage,  and  pollution  of  the  subsoil. 

While  these  theories  ofi'er  a  plausible  explanation  for  these  condi- 
taoiis,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  they  are  true;  but  when  people  are 
r  m\ed  into  this  way  of  thinking  it  takes  a  long  time  to  convince  them 
[  of  the  error — ten  times  longer  than  they  were  falling  into  it. 
!    Such  a  mass  of  evidence  had  been  collected  that  it  was  thought  suffi- 
[  dent  to  convince  almost  anyone  that  the  public  water  supply  was  con- 
taminated, and  would  in  time  become  more  so,  as  the  history  of  the 
Potomac  River  was  the  repetition  of  that  of  other  rivers  which  are  used 
for  like  purposes;  and  further,  that  no  chemical  or  bacteriological 
examinations  should  be  necessary  to  prove  the  condition.    Such,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  case. 

In  order  to  settle  this  question  once  and  for  time  to  come,  another 
examination  of  the  Potomac  River  water  was  commenced  on  July  1,  last. 
I^hese  examinations  were  intended  to  serve  a  double  purpose,  one  to 
determine  the  biology  of  the  Potomac  water,  and  the  other  to  serve  as 
preliminary  to  a  proposed  investigation  concerning  the  pollution  of  the 
Water  supplies,  where  the  sanitaiy  condition  of  one  or  more  States  was 
threatened  or  involved. 

It  was  intended  to  collect  the  data  of  at  least  a  year  before  publish- 
ing the  final  results,  yet  it  is  believed  that  the  inquiry  has  been  suffi- 
ciently far  advanced  to  furnish  conclusions  of  value. 

This  investigation  has  been  assigned  to  my  colleague,  Passed  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Sprague,  who  submits  the  following  report: 

Htgisnic  Laboratobt, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  10,  1898. 

8ix:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  oonBideration  the  folio wms  report  of  the 
^^teriolo^cal  examination  of  Potomac  River  water  from  July  1,  1897,  to  February 
*8,  1£9&  inclasivcL: 

In  oraer  that  safficient  data  might  be  obtained  from  which  to  draw  reliable  con- 
^Ituiona,  it  was  determined  to  make  semi  weekly  bacteriological  analyses  of  our 
^'nking  water  for  a  period  of  at  least  one  year.  Realizing  the  necessity  of  certain 
^Xed  factors  ia  our  work,  upon  which  would  depend  the  value  of  comparisons  to  be 
^wn,  preparations  were  made  to  secure  the  desired  uniformity.  Accordingly, 
*<iiBcient  media  was  prepared  in  June,  1897,  to  last  through  the  entire  year.  Using, 
^  we  have,  for  each  examination,  tbe  same  culture  material  for  the  bacteria,  any 
^dden  variation  in  the  biological  character  of  the  water  can  in  no  instance  be 
^ribnted  to  the  employment  of  different  media.  There  must  also  be  a  coumion 
^on«e  from  which  to  obtain  the  water,  and  it  should  represent  as  nearly  as  possible 
^he  wftter  which  flows  in  our  mains. 

In  the  basement  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Bureau  building,  in  whioh  the  hygienic  labo- 
^(ory  is  located,  is  a  tap  which  is  kept  constantly  running  in  the  operation  of  a 
^aeuam  apparatus,  and  from  this  source  all  of  otir  samples  have  been  collected.  It  is 
*HdeDt  that  these  samples  must  very  accurately  represent  the  condition  of  Potomno 
^ater  aa  it  flows  in  the  city  pipes.    The  temperatur^t  has  been  taken  with  a  centigrade 
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thermometer,  gradnated  to  tenths  of  one  decree,  and  a  note  made  of  the  cleaniMior 
turbidity.  The  water  was  always  collected  in  a  sterile  graduate,  provided  with  a 
sterile  paper  cover,  and  thus  conveyed  to  the  laboratory.  By  means  of  a  Bterile 
pipette  5  cubic  centimeters  of  the  water  was  introduced  into  each  of  fonr  fermeata- 
tion  tubes,  two  of  which  contained  1  ]>er  cent  lactose-peptone  bouillon,  while  (he 
other  two  contained  1  per  cent  dextose-peptone  bouillon.  The  duplicate  tubes  wars 
used  for  purposes  of  control  as  well  as  to  fiimish  a  broader  biuiiji  upon  which  to  eon- 
do  ct  further  research  for  the  colon  group  of  organism  and  other  sewage  bacteria. 

The  fermentation  tubes  weie  then  placed  in  a  special  incubator  kept  at  a  constant 
temperature  of  39.5^  C,  and  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed  for  a  period  of  forty- 
eisht  hours.  At  the  same  time  1  cubic  centimeter  of  the  water  was  mtrodueed  into 
a  flask  containing  99  cubic  centimeters  of  freshly  sterilized  distilled  water.  The  flask 
was  then  agitated  sufficiently  to  make  an  even  mixture,  and  1  cubic  centimeter  was 

? laced  in  each  of  six  Petri  dishes.  Into  the  Petri  dishes  was  then  poured  a  tube  of 
per  cent  glycerine  agar,  which  was  thoroughly  mixed  with  the  1  cubic  oentimetsr 
or  diluted  Potomac  water.  Three  of  these  plates  were  allowed  to  develop  for  forty- 
eight  hours  in  the  dark  at  room  temperature,  which  varied  from  25^  C.  to  90°  C. 
The  remaining  three  were  placed  in  a  Novy  jar,  and  by  repeated  exhaustion  of  the 
air  and  by  the  introduction  of  hydrogen  a  pure  atmosphere  of  the  latter  gas  wai 
obtained.  These  plates  were  then  allowed  to  develop  under  the  same  conditions  of 
temperature,  darkness,  and  time  as  the  first  three. 

At  the  expiration  of  forty- eight  hours  the  colonies  were  counted  and  an  average 
taken  which,  multiplied  by  100,  gave  the  number  of  organisms  in  1  cubic  oentimeterof 
undiluted  Potomac  water.  To  those  grown  in  the  atmospheric  air  the  name  aerobes 
is  given,  and  to  those  grown  in  hydrogen  anaerobes.  At  the  same  time  that  tlie 
colonies  were  counted  the  fermentation  tubes  were  examined  and  the  amount  of  gse, 
if  any,  in  the  arm  of  the  tube  was  recorded  in  inches.  A  hanging  drop  from  each  of 
the  tubes  was  next  examined  for  motile  bacilli.  If  there  was  no  fermentation  and 
no  motile  organiRms  present,  the  tube  was  destroyed  and  no  furUier  examination 
made;  but  if  motility,  with  or  without  fermentation,  was  present  that  tube  was  eon- 
sidered  suspicious,  and  the  examination  of  all  such  was  continued  for  the  purpose  of 
detecting  intestinal  or  sewage  organisms.  It  may  here  be  noted  that  the  typhoid 
bacillus  and  the  niajori^  of  the  colon  bacilli  possess  the  power  of  moving  more  or 
less  rapidly  through  a  liquid  medium  in  which  they  may  be  suspended,  fiencs  the 
necessity  of  further  study  of  any  bacillus  possessing  that  character. 

In  order  to  identify  the  sewage  organisms  it  is  necessary  to  separate  them  from 
the  numerous  harmless  bacteria  constantly  present  in  water  and  f^m  whieh  tfaej 
can  not  always  be  distingi^ished  by  their  morphology.  To  secure  thia  separation  • 
small  loop  of  the  suspicions  culture  was  transplanted  into  a  specially  prepared 
medium  known  as  Eisner's,  from  the  name  of  the  bacteriologist  who  first  made  nee  s 
of  it.  Without  going  into  the  precise  method  of  preparation,  it  suffices  to  say  tb»t 
it  is  an  iodized  potato  gelatine  so  standardized  as  to  alkalinity  that  it  oorrespo&ds 
exactly  in  its  reaction  to  a  chemically  pure  solution  of  calcium  hydrate.  This  ptf* 
ticular  method  of  standardizing  this  medium  is  a  modification  of  the  method  orig- 
inally employed,  suggested  by  Grimbert,  and  it  has  been  found  to  give  most  excellent 
results.  The  peculiarity  .of  this  medium  is  that  the  growth  of  bacteria  other  thaa 
the  bacillus  of  typhoid  fever,  the  colon  bacilli,  and  sewage  organisms  is  either 
entirely  inhibited  or  so  limited  that  the  intestinal  and  sewage  bacteria,  if  present 
are  readily  isolated. 

In  passing^  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that  very  recently  Professor  Bonz,  of  tbe 
Pasteur  Institute  of  Paris,  was  heard  to  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  Eisner's  method 
was  the  best  yet  devised  for  isolating  fecal  bacteria.  Every  batch  of  Eisner  prepared 
was  tested  with  a  pure  culture  of  typhoid  and  colon  to  prove  that  they  would  gro* 
thereon  if  present.  Inasmuch  as  gelatine  was  the  substance  employeid  to  produce 
solidity,  it  oeoame  necessary  to  keep  the  Eisner  plates  in  a  cool  jDhamber,  tne  tem- 
perature of  which  was  kept  at  or  below  2(P  C.  The  low  temperature  interfered  to 
some  extent  with  the  rapidity  of  development  of  the  bacteria,  and  for  thia  reaMm 
the  plates  were  retained  for  a  period  varying  from  five  to  seven  days.  No  ^wtb 
occurring  at  the  end  of  that  time,  further  investigation  was  abandoned;  but  ineaie 
of  a  growth  appearing  it  was  examined  more  fully  for  the  purpose  of  ascertainiJig 
its  character.  If  the  growth  was  found  to  be  a  bacillus,  it  was  at  once  transferred  to 
Be  vend  different  media  in  order  to  learn  its  behavior  and  to  enable  it  to  be  classified. 

A  bacillus  obtained  from  a  colony  on  an  Eisner  plate,  after  going  through  tke 
stages  previously  described,  was  studied  as  to  the  following  points:  Did  it  possetf 
motility?  Did  it  ferment  lactose  and  dextrose  peptone  bouillon f  Did  it  prodac* 
indol  after  forty-eisht  hours'  growth,  at  a  temperature  of  97^  C,  in  Dunham's  peptone 
solution  f  Did  it  liquefy  gelatine  f  Did  it  acidify  or  coagulate  litmus  miIk,aDd 
how  long  a  time  was  required  for  any  change  in  this  mediumT  What  waa  the natm* 
of  its  growth  on  potato?  How  did  it  stain  by  Gram's  method f  According  totlie 
answers  obtained  to  the  foregoing  questions  was  based  our  determination  of  tlie 
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lame  of  the  bacillas.  While^  as  can  be  seen  from  the  above,  every  effort  was  made 
;o  find  the  typhoid  bacillus,  it  ninst  be  acknowledged  that  np  to  the  present  time 
t  has  not  been  i8olate4  from  Potomac  water;  but  the  colon  bacilli  which  very 
closely  resemble  the  typhoid,  and  are  always  found  in  connection  with  the  last- 
lamed  germ,  were  isolated  on  nnmerons  occasions,  as  will  presently  be  shown. 

In  addition  to  the  70  examinations  of  water  taken  directly  ftrom  the  tap,  56  samples 
rare  furnished  the  hygienic  laboratory  by  courtesy  of  the  Cjeological  Survey.  They 
rere  taken  at  Westemport,  on  the  north  branch  of  the  Potomac ;  at  Romney,  on  the 
outh  brftoch ;  at  Port  Republic,  on  the  Shenandoah,  and  at  all  the  principal  inter- 
vening towns  down  to  Point  of  Rocks.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  condition  of 
be  entire  river  and  its  tributaries  was  thoroughly  investigated.  These  samples  were 
ollected  nnder  striot  asceptic  precautions,  were  promptly  forwarded  to  the  labora- 
ory,  and  no  unnecessary  uelay  occurred  in  beginuiug  the  bacteriological  analysis. 
t  has  been  claimed  by  some  investigators  that  a  bacteriological  analysis  of  water, 
Bade  some  hours  or  days  after  its  collection,  was  worthless,  because  of  the  death  of 
he  organisms  which  would  occur  in  the  time  of  the  interval  between  the  time  of 
oUection  and  the  beginning  of  the  analysis. 

For  the  reason  that  some  slight  changes,  either  by  death  or  growth  of  the  organ- 
uns,  probably  would  occur  in  tw(>nty-four  or  forty-ei^ht  hours,  no  count  orthe 
Actena  was  made  from  these  samples,  but  anyone  familiar  with  the  bacteriological 
nalysia  of  water,  observing  tiie  behavior  of  many  of  these  samples,  would  nave 
aid  that  if  time  had  destroyed  any  of  the  bacteria  present  in  the  fresh  sample,  he 
ronld  want  ages  to  elapse  before  drinking  the  same.  There  were  positive  mdica- 
iona  that  some  of  the  samples  were  liternlly  teeming  with  bacteria;  and  the  chart 
f  €he  river  showing  the  points  at  which  the  samples  were  collected,  and  the  points 
rbere  the  colon  bacilli  were  fouud,  will  show  that  m  nearly  every  instance  where 
ewage  contamination  oonld  be  expected  it  was  present.  For  the  reason  above 
itated,  the  examination  of  these  samples  was  limited  to  the  search  for  sewage 
Micteria. 

Reference  to  the  accompanying  chart.  No.  Ill,  will  show  the  places  at  which  sam- 
ples were  oollected  marked  with  a  circle,  and  those  places  at  which  the  colon  bacilli 
irere  fonnd  are  marked  with  red.  liriefly,  colon  bacilli  were  found  in  thirty 
instanoea,  and  sewage  bacteria  were  fouud  in  six  others. 

Number  of  bacteria  found  in  Potomao  water  at  each  examination. 


ASroblo  baetoria 

AnaSrobio  Imote- 

Aerobic  bacteria 

Anaerobic  bacte- 

Date. 

firand  in  1  oubio 

xia  in  1  oubio 

Date. 

found  in  1  cubic 

ria  in  1  cubic 

centimeter. 

oenUmeter. 

centimeter. 

centimeter. 

1887. 

1897. 

Jaljl 

650 

Cooat  not  made. 

TSfov,  1 

17 

50 

6 

400 

100 

4 

167 

33 

• 

4,000 

2,800 

8 

733 

117 

11 

SM 

38 

11 

183 

133 

15 

83 

66 

15 

250 

83 

19 

206 

400 

18 

817 

117 

22 

SOO 

66 

22 

lOO 

83 

a 

166 

66 

25 

466 

216 

29 

tl50 

tioo 

28........ 

838 

1,000 

31 

466 

116 

Doc.  2 

8,207 

1,200 

Aoc.2 

816 

100 

6 

4,800 

300 

5 

188 

66 

0 

900 

600 

• 

816 

116 

13 

700 

6:{3 

11 

188 

83 

16 

1,200 

36(5 

It 

800 

88 

20 

983 

433 

19 

100 

200 

23 

1,200 

300 

a 

283 

438 

27 

367 

Count  not  made. 

as 

360 

66 

80 

283 

Do. 

30 

166 

800 

1898. 

9«|M.2 

866 

183 

Jan.  3 

Kg  growth. 

67 

6 

116 

116 

6 

533 

100 

• 

2,200 

1,200 

10 

667 

167 

U 

ISO 

200 

13 

500 

200 

IS 

50 

500 

17 

566 

66 

28 

150 

16 

20 

467 

233 

XT 

150 

100 

24 

700 

400 

^   m 

200 

0 

27 

783 

167 

Oct  4 

16 

50 

31 

483 

566 

7 

88 

33 

Fob.  3 

400 

400 

U 

116 

83 

7 

638 

66 

u 

83 

50 

10 

167 

87 

IS 

216 

100 

14 

166 

200 

21 

83 

50 

17 

833 

33 

2S 

83 

50 

21 

833 

66 

28 

167 

50 

24 

1,133 

166 

28 

1,000 

533 
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Percentage  of  tiv^w  coUm  hatMli  were  found  in  Potomac  water. 


1887. 

Jnlj 

Aagnst ». 

September 

October 

Koveiuber , 

December 


1898. 


Janiuury.. 
Febnmry. 


Feroe 


tin 
prMi 


I  will  state  that  the  data  ft'om  which  the  temperature  and  tnrbidity  onr^e  (CI 
No.  II)  were  prepared  were  kindly  furnished  by  Capt.  D.  D.  Gaillard,  Corps  of  E 
neerSy  U.  S.  A.,  in  charge  of  Washington  Aqueduct.  While  the  temperature  aod 
bidity  were  recorded  daily,  for  schematic  purposes,  averages  were  made  for  the 
halves  of  each  month,  but  it  is  thought  that  the  deviation  from  the  absolutely  i 
curve  is  not  sufficient  to  lead  to  erroneous  conclusions. 

The  turbidity  appears  to  correspond  fairly  accurately  with  the  number  of  baeiu 
and  this  is  what  would  be  expected,  because  increased  mnddiness  can  only  c 
from  a  rain  which  washes  in  more  organisms.  While  ^reat  stress  has  been  laid 
some  upon  the  clearness  of  a  water  supply,  and  none  will  gainsay  its  desirability 
is  a  fact  that  when  the  Potomac  water  is  clearest,  as  it  was  last  year  during  I 
tember  and  October,  then  it  was  in  reality  the  most  dangerous  to  drink,  becaa« 
shown  above,  it  coutained  relatively  more  pathogenic  bacteria  than  when  it 
turbid.  It  is  not  far  from  the  truth  to  say  that  the  clearer  the  Potomac  the  i 
suspicious  of  it  should  we  be. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  parallelism  existing  between  the  death  rate  fromtyp] 
fever,  the  percentage  of  times  colon  was  found,  the  fermentation  and  the  tem 
ature  curve ;  but  at  the  same  time  that  the  above  were  high  the  number  of  organj 
per  cubic  centimeter  was  low.  That  during  the  heated  season  the  bacteria  shoal 
few  is  natural  and  easy  of  explanation :  The  anaerobic  bacteria  are  at  this  1 
present  in  much  greater  numbers  in  proportion  to  the  aerobic  than  at  anv  other 
son  of  the  year.  Now,  inasmuch  as  the  anaerobes  indicate  with  a  fair  degn 
accuracy  the  amount  of  sewage  contamination,  it  is  evident  that  frx>ni  Angus 
Novembisr  the  Potomac  River  Is  more  dangerously  polluted  than  at  any  other aei 
of  the  year.  That  there  should  be  this  relatively  increased  number  of  sen 
organisms  is  equally  as  readily  explained  as  that  the  total  number  of  bacteria  shi 
be  low.  During  the  late  summer  and  early  autumn  there  is  a  low  rainfallf  coi 
quently  few  organisms  are  washed  into  the  river  from  the  surface  of  the  earth, 
source  of  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  bacteria  present  in  water. 

During  this  season,  however,  the  quantity  of  house  sewage  is  appreciably  at 
the  yearly  average,  and  it  is  from  this  source  that  the  bacteria  must  come;  henec 
have  a  relative  increase  of  dangerous  bacteria,  and  a  diminution  of  the  nonpsi 
genio  varieties.  At  first  glance  it  woald  appear  that  the  highest  typhoid  death i 
with  the  fewest  organisms  was  contradictory,  but  when  all  the  circumstance* 
taken  .into  consideration  it  is  at  once  seen  that  so  far  from  being  a' contradictory  si 
of  affairs,  it  is  exactly  what  is  to  be  expected.  That  the  typhoid  death  rat«, 
presence  of  colon  bacilli,  the  ferment>ation  changes  in  the  media,  and  the  temp 
ture  should  coincide  with  one  another  is  perfectly  logical,  and  there  is  but  one  ( 
elusion  that  can  be  drawn  therefrom:  The  increased  mort^ility  from  typhoid 
diarrheal  diseases  is  due  to  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of  bacteria  from  the  in 
tines  of  man,  which  our  citizens  are  compelled  to  ingest  at  that  time.  The  cai 
relation  between  the  impure  drinking  water  and  this  death  rate  is  so  evident  tha 
my  mind  it  is  almost  a  criminal  nes^ligence  to  allow  such  an  easily  preventshle  ( 
dition  of  afl'airs  to  longer  obtain  in  our  midst;  and  it  can  be  truthfully  said  t 
just  so  long  as  tlie  inhabitants  of  this  District  are  compelled  to  use  Potomac  xri 
in  its  present  state  of  polluti(m,  from  200  to  250  lives  will  be  needlessly  sacrifi 
annually. 

Respectfully,  yours,  E.  K.  SPRAOt  k, 

Pmted  Assiitant  Surgeon,  Marine- Hoepital  Serrit 

P.  A.  8nr«:eon  J.  J.  KiNYOUN, 
Uirtitor  lltipUnic  Lahoraiorn, 

I niled  States  Marine- Uospiti/A  Service,  Washington,  D.  Cm 
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Appendix. 

«•  and  dates  at  whkh  $ampJe9  were  collected  hy  repreaentnUivee  of  the  United  Siatee 
Geological  Survey,  with  the  resulte  of  examinatum* 


Places. 


Date. 


BaoMiiA. 


n^  Creek,  1  mile  abore  its  moath • 

n-Mile  Creek,  300  jarde  above  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  oroeaing 

Creek,  200  yarda  above  Cheaapeike  and  Ohio  Canal  orosAin^ 

la  Creek,  300  yards  above  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad  oroaaing. ... 
ea  Creek,  Waahingtoa  staraet^  Weatemport 


e  Kirer,  Piedmont  Water  Worka  Intake 

lae  River.  150  yarda  above  Jonetion  with  Savage  River 

lac  River,  at  bridge  below  Piedmont  pulp  mill 

aona  Creek,  near  month 

an.  South  Branch  Potomao,  mile  below  Komney 

Braooh  Potomac,  above  month  of  Big  Ran 

!!reek,  200  yarda  above  eonflnenoe  North  Branch  Potomao 

Creek,  above  glass  worka,  three-fourths  mile  above  Cumbvrlaud. . . 

Capapon  Creek,  one-half  mile  above  mouth 

Capapon  River,  one-half  mile  above  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
ge.  Great  Capapon  Station,  W.  Va. 

.  United  Stateii  Leather  Company  Tannery,  Pawpaw.  W.  Ya 

r  Creek,  near  Baltimore  and  Ohio  bridge,  1  mile  above  Sleepy  Creek 

Ion. 

sr?e  finom  Berkeley  Springs  sewage  pool  into  Warm  Spring  River, 

it  Virginia. 

I  Spring  Run,  below  Baltimore  and  Ohio  station,  Hancock,  W.  Va. 

oway  Creek,  1  mQe  below  Hancock,  W.  Va 

Fork  of  Shenandoah  River,  Riverttm,  W.Va.,1  mile  above  confluence 

ocheague  Creek,  Williamsport.  Md 

ig  Creek,  near  month.  Smiles  below  Hancock 1. 

Fork  Shenandoah,  Riverton,  W.Va 

Creek.  3  miles  above  North  liountain,  West  Virginia 

prins  River,  mouth 

Conooocheagne  Creek,  near  mouth,  Maryland 

um  Creek,  Weat  Virginia,  near  mouth  into  Potomac  River 

end  drain,  Hagerstown,  Md.,  where  it  enters  Harsh  Run 

drain,  where  it  enters  Marsh  Run,  Hagerstown,  Md 

« Tonoloway,  Hancock,  Md 

'  Creek,  three-fonrths  mile  above  eonflnenoe  with  North  Fork  Shen 


1897. 

Sept  M 

July  20 

Sept.  25 

...do... 

Sept.  27 

....do  ... 

....do ... 

....do ... 

Sept.  28 

Sept.  20 

Sept.  27 

.  .  .do  . . . 

Seiit.  20 

Sept.  28 

Sept.  29 

I  •  •  •UV  •  •  I 

*  •  •  •  QO   «  •  a 

Oct     1 

Sept  30 

— do  . . . 

Oct      1 

Oct.     3 

Oct     2 

Oct.     1 

Oct.     8 

Oct     7 

....do  ... 

...do ... 

,...do  ... 

Oct     9 

. . .  .do  . . . 

Oct    11 

Oct    12 


Sam  Creek,  near  month 

Q  Creek,  near  month  into  Monocacy,  drainage  of  Frederick,  Md  .. 

lae  River,  Point  of  Rooks 

•  Creek,  1  mile  above  month 

i  Creek,  1  mile  above  month 

tin  Creek,  Maryland 

!tin  Creek,  Virginia,  one-half  mile  from  month 

«acy  Creek,  Maryland,  one-fourth  mile  from  month 

kpeake  and  Ohio  Oual,  at  Great  Falls 

mdoah  River,  at  Jnnotion  with  Potomac,  Harpers  Ferry  side 

indoab  Biver,  at  Junction  Potomac,  opposi  te  Harpers  Ferry 

t  Creek,  under  Baltimore  Street  Bridge,  Cumberland,  Md 

I  Creek,  above  glass  works,  Cumberland,  Md 

nao  water,  above  Johnston  Street  Bridge,  Cnmberland,  Md , 

speake  and  Ohio  Canal,  flve^hths  mile  below  Cumberland,  Md  .. 

keabill  Creek,  one-half  mile  above  mouth.  Page  County,  Va 

ge  River,  one-half  mile  above  Junction  with  North  Branch  Potomac 

mae  Biver,  one-eighth  mile  above  Junction  with  Savage  River 

ing  Bnn,  MiUriUe^  W.Va.,  near  mouth,  polluted  by  straw , 

Je  River,  south  fork  of  Shenandoah,  Mount  Meriden,  Va 

i  River,  strath  fork  of  Shenandoah,  month,  near  Port  Republic,  Va. . 
Ii  River,  sonth  fork  Shenandoah,  Roekland  Mills,  near  Weyer  Cave,Va 


...do 

Oct 

...do 

Oct 

Oct. 


•  ■  • 

15 
14 


Colon  baoillL 

Colon  baoillL 
Colon  bacilli 


Sewage  bacteria. 


Colon 
Colon 
Colon 
Colon 
Colon 
Colon 
Colon 
Colon 


bacilli 
bacilli 
bacUli 
badlU. 
baoiUi 
bacilli 
bacilli 
bacilli 


Sewage  bacteria. 
Colon  baciUi 

Colon  bacilli 

Colon  bacUli 

Colon  bacUli. 
Colon  baciUi 
Colon  bacilli 
Colon  bacilli 
Colon  bacilli. 
Sewage  bacteria. 
Colon  bacilli 

Sewage  bacteria. 
Sewage  bacteria. 
Colon  bacilli. 


Colon  bacilli 
Colon  bacilli 
Colon  bacilli. 
Colon  bacilli 
Colon  bacilU. 
Colon  bacilli. 
Sewage  bacteria. 


Colon  bacilli. 
Sewage  bacteria. 
Colon  bacilli. 

Colon  bacilli 
Colon  bacilli. 
Colon  bacilli 
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The  latter  iuquiry  was  more  partienlai ) y  directed  to  the  detection  aod 
isolation  of  t^o  ^rini|>H  of  bacteria — the  colon  and  sewage  ^^nps— 
than  to  the  general  biolo<;y  of  the  Potomac  River  water,  becaase  of  the 
relation  that  these  bacteria  bear  to  disease. 

The  colon  baciilos  taken  in  connection  with  others  of  this  Rronp  hac 
been  regardetl  as  an  indt^x  of  water  i)ollution,  and  while  these  are  not  eon 
sidered  as  the  specific  causes  of  d  isease,  they  are  always  found  associated 
with  those  that  are.    So  far  as  known,  the  typhoid  bacillus  has  been 
isolated  only  twice  from  drinking  water,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
this  one  bacillus  has  been  sought  for  more  than  all  others  combined. 
Various  explanations  have  been  given  as  to  why  this  bacillus  can  not  be 
detected  and  isolated,  even  from  water  which  is  positively  known  to  oon 
tain  it ;  yet  none  are  fiiUy  satisfactory.    The  most  plausible  theory  is  that 
the  other  bacteria  are  so  numerous  as  to  obscure  it.    This  seems  to  be 
the  case  in  isolating  the  typhoid  bacillus  from  dejecta.    The  colon  bacilli 
and  other  intestinal  bacteria  are  so  numerous  that  the  typhoid  bacillas 
is  recognized  with  great  diflBculty.    If  this,  then,  be  the  case,  one  can 
readily  imagine  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  success  in  isolating  the 
typhoid  bacillus  from  water  where  the  sewage  is  greatly  diluted  and 
the  bacterial  flora  is  so  varied  and  numerous.    Dr.  Dunham  has  shown 
that  many  of  the  bacteria  found  in  sewage  possess  the  power  of  living 
and  multiplying  in  an  atmosphere  devoid  of  oxygen;  also  that  this 
method  is  very  valnable  in  detecting  sewage  contamination  when  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  do  so  by  other  means.    Dr.  Sprague  has 
employed  this  method  in  his  investigations  and  found  it  highly  satis- 
factory.   This  method  is  valnable  in  detecting  the  presence  of  sewage 
in  infinitesimal  quantities,  and  is  far  more  delicate  than  cherai(»l 
methods.    Of  course^  the  detection  of  the  biological  factors  in  sewage 
is  meant,  and  not  chemical  compounds. 

Chart  No.  I  of  Dr.  Sprague's  report  shows  the  relative  quantity  of 
sewage  pollution  found.  Dr.  Theobald  Smith  was  first  to  make  a  quan- 
titative determination  of  the  bacteria  in  the  Potomac  water.  The 
results  of  his  inquiry  may  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  chart  No.  B. 
By  comparing  this  chart  with  the  one  submitted  by  Dr.  Spragae  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  considerable  variance  in  the  results.  Espe- 
cially is  it  so  with  reference  to  the  relation  the  number  of  bacteria  bear 
to  the  presence  of  typhoid  fever.  This  difference  is  thought  to  be  dae 
to  the  changed  conditions  which  have  taken  place  in  the  past  twelve 
years.  My  own  observations  during  the  past  four  years  more  nearly 
coincide  with  those  of  Dr.  Sprague  than  with  those  of  Dr.  Smith. 

The  most  striking  feature  is  the  number  of  times  the  colon  bacillaB 
was  detected  and  the  relation  it  bears  to  the  monthly  death  rate  of 
typhoid  fever.  It  is  an  established  fact  that  during  the  summer  time 
the  number  of  bacteria  is  diminished  by  certain  agencies  which  will  be 
spoken  of  later.  It  has  been  found  that  there  is  a  relative  increase  in 
the  number  of  intestinal  and  sewage  bacteria  during  this  time.  This 
fact  alone,  it  is  believed,  will  go  far  in  establishing  the  connection 
between  typhoid  fever  and  this  group  of  bacteria. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  of  opinion  concerning  the  viability  of  bac- 
teria in  water.  Some  claim  that  they  will  not  develop  in  water  unless  it 
is  very  rich  in  nutrient  material,  and  then  only  under  the  most  favorable 
conditions,  while  there  are  others  who  cite  instances  where  the  bacteria 
material  increases  under  the  ordinary  conditions,  especially  those  of  the 
intestinal  group. 
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;  is  also  a  well-recognized  fact  that  temperature  plays  an  important 
ill  the  development  of  bacteria,  and  we  would  expect  a  large  incre^ise 
lieir  number  during  the  summer  and  falL  Practically  this  does  not 
ir. 

^ater  containing  sewage  will  preserve  bacteria  for  a  considerable 
:th  of  time,  especially  if  tbe  temperature  is  low.  The  bacteria  in 
IT  may  be  diminished  by  the  germicidal  action  of  strong  sunlight, 
dally  if  the  water  is  clear  and  still;  yet  under  the  most  favorable 
litions  the  sunlight  affects  only  the  under  stratum,  and  has  scarcely 
effect  upon  those  a  foot  or  so  below  the  surlace. 
lere  is  little  or  no  effect  if  the  water  is  turbid  or  moving  rapidly, 
requires  a  long  time  for  bacteria  to  be  affected  by  aeration.  They 
diminish  under  its  influence  if  it  is  persistent,  but  not  otherwise. 
inference  drawn  firom  the  oxidation  of  the  bacterial  and  chemical 
nets  does  not  apply  to  the  bacteria.  The  number  of  bacteria  in 
S^iagara  Biver  ai  e  but  slightly  diminished  in  their  plunge  over  the 
and  subsequent  aeration  in  the  stream  below.  Perhaps  the  stream 
>t  long  enough  to  test  this  thoroughly,  but  I  am  of  the  opinion 

there  are  no  rivers  in  this  country  sufficiently  long  to  accomiilish 
purpose. 

lere  is  no  doubt  but  that  sedimentation  accomplishes  considerable 
minishing  the  number  of  bacteria.  Sedimentation  of  bacteria  is 
s  another  thing  from  the  deposition  of  suspended  matter.  A  stream 
free  itself  from  turbidity  and  yet  contain  a  large  number  of  bacte- 

Sedimentation  of  bacteria  may,  and  often  does,  occur  as  the  result 
me  and  the  distance  the  water  is  carried.  The  slower  the  volume 
ater  is  moved  the  more  rapid  will  be  the  deposition.  It  remains  to 
lemonstrated  whether  any  sedimentation  occurs  in  the  Potomac 
sr  above  Washington.  If  we  take  the  turbidity  as  an  index  the 
mentation  must  be  slight.  So  far  the  number  of  observations  have 
been  sufficient  to  settle  this  question. 

series  of  observations  were  recently  made  of  the  water  in  the  receiv- 
reservoir,  which  is  located  a  short  distance  above  the  city.  These 
srvations  were  to  determine  the  number  of  biicteria  at  different 
Jis  in  the  reservoir.    The  following  are  the  results: 


StatloB. 

Location. 

Sample. 

BactiM-in  to 

1  nibio 
centimeter. 

«1 

Sontli  west  comer  of  Eeser- 
voir  I. 

At  inflnent  gain,  Reaerrolr 
No.  1. 

At  central  gatehouse 

Southwest  comer  of  Beser- 

Toir  No.  2. 
Effluent    gate,    Eeservoir 

Ko.2. 

1.  Water  from  surface 

2.  At  11  meters 

2.800 
1,070 

■  3 

3.  Within  1  foot  of  hottom, 
at  8|  meters. 

1.  Water  firom  surface 

3.  At  2  meters  depth 

3.  At  hottom,  3|  meters  .... 

1 .  Water  from  surface 

2.  From  bottom,  3^  meters.. 

1.  Que  foot  below  surface. . . 

2.  At  bottom,  ^  meters  .... 

1.  One  foot  below  surface. . . 

2.  At  bottom,  8|  meters 

330 
S30 

■  g 

267 
193 

1,  l««7 
03 

1,200 
507 
600 

nl 

■  6 

833 

am  informed  that  the  reservoir  contains  150,850,000  gallons,  which 
three  days'  supply  for  the  city. 

was  contrary  to  expectation  to  find  the  number  of  bacteria  greater 
he  snitace  than  at  points  below.    This  is  explained  by  the  rapid 

8.  Doc.  %1 94 
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current  of  tbe  water  paasiog  from  one  reservcMr  into  the  other  and  oai 
at  the  gate,  thereby  practics^y  making  a  stream  through  the  reservoii 
The  water  evidently  flows  in  the  line  of  least  resistance,  and  this  ii 
found  at  the  surface.  Consequently,  the  bulk  of  water  passes  throagl 
the  reservoir  in  a  surface  current  and  allows  the  under  stratum  todeposi 
its  bacteria.  It  also  points  to  the  fact  that  sedimentation  does  oocai 
but  to  a  slight  degree,  especially  so  in  those  localities  where  the  cm 
rent  is  slackened  or  absent.  It  is  not  believed  that  the  short  time  o 
three  days  would  be  sufficient  to  influence  matenally  the  number  o 
bacteria. 

Observations  which  were  conducted  with  the  London  water  suppl; 
during  1896,  show  that  it  requires  at  least  ten  days'  storage  before  sedi 
mentation  diminishes  the  number  of  bacteria,  and  if  the  water  wa 
allowed  to  remain  in  storage  for  a  month  or  more  the  sedimeDtatioi 
was  more  complete. 

The  same  conditions  will  apply  to  the  public  water  supply.  I  an 
unable  to  state  whether  the  Delecarlia  and  receiving  reservoirs  ar 
of  sufficient  size  to  permit  the  storage  of  water  for  this  length  o 
time. 

There  is  an  intimate  relation  existing  between  the-number  of  bacterii 
present  in  a  water  supply  and  disease.  Biv^rs  or  other  sources  of  watei 
supply  which  contain  a  large  number  of  bacteria  are  responsible  fur  tb 
large  number  of  diarrheal  disorders.  So  if  the  number  of  bacteria  is  higl 
and  constant  a  water  should  always  be  looked  upon  with  suspicion.  A 
sudden  rise  in  the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  Potomac  water  may  not  be  o 
great  importance,  but  the  persistence  of  this  large  number  is  always  U 
be  regarded  with  suspicion.  It  is  to  be  exi>ected  that  a  water  suppij 
receiving  large  quantities  of  decomposing  organic  matter — sewage,  ii 
other  words — has  associated  with  it  a  great  number  of  bacteria.  Then 
is  always  a  relative  increase  in  the  number  of  bacteria  in  rivei 
water  during  winter.  This  is  due  to  two  causes:  first,  increasec 
washings  from  the  soil,  and,  second,  the  preservative  action  of  ion 
temperatures. 

It  will  be  observed  that  during  these  months  the  typhoid-fever  deatl 
rate  is  at  its  minimum,  notwithstanding  the  increased  number  of  micro 
organisms.  At  first  sight  one  might  conclude  that  this  would  be  i 
contradiction  of  the  ibreg<Mng  statement.  The  increase  in  the  numbei 
of  bacteria  is  synchronous  with  the  increased  volume,  notably  just  aftei 
rains  or  during  the  winter  months  when  the  precipitation  is  the  heav 
iest.  It  would  be  natural  to  infer  that  if  the  number  of  bacteria  wen 
indicative  of  contamination  there  should  be  an  increase  in  the  nnmbei 
of  diarrheal  diseases.  Yet  this  is  not  the  rule.  There  are,  however 
exceptions.  During  the  summer  months  there  is  an  occasional  heav] 
rain,  which  carries  the  sewage  from  the  watershed  to  the  river,  anc 
this  rain  is  not  sufficient  to  materially  augment  the  body  of  water  ii 
the  river.  In  this  way  it  is  probable  that  large  quantities  of  conoen 
trated  sewage  may  suddenly  be  thrown  into  the  water  and  do  greai 
harm.  In  the  summer  time  the  stream  and  tributaries  receive  a  givei 
quantity  of  sewage  daily,  the  water  becoming  less  in  volume,  therebj 
increasing  the  number  of  sewage  bacteria  many  times  over  the  numbe 
that  are  found  in  winter. 

While  there  is  a  relative  increase  in  the  number  of  bacteria  durioi 
the  winter  months,  there  is  also  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  water 
thereby  dissipating  in  a  measure  the  danger.    This,  I  believei  is  t^ 
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explanation  of  wliy  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  in  the  summer  time  over  those  of  the  winter.  Now,  if 
the  river  water  would  purify  itself  by  means  of  aeration,  li^ht,  and 
sedimentntion,  it  should  occur  throiij]fh  the  summer  months,  when 
the  conditions  are  most  favorable.  We  would  expect  a  gradual  dim- 
inution of  sewage  and  colon  groups  of  bacteria,  and  especially  those 
contained  in  the  Potomac  River.  The  larger  ]»roportion  of  contam- 
ination of  Potomac  Kiver  occurs  at  and  above  Cumberland,  Md. 
The  tributary  streams  below  this  point  do  not  add  much  to  the  con- 
tamination. 

Mr.  Newell,  of  the  Geological  Snrvey,  states  in  his  report  that  if  we 
conld  dam  off  the  stream  below  Cumberland,  the  greater  part  of  the 
potlatton  would  be  removed.  Now,  if  the  river  would  purify  itself  by 
aeration  and  sedimentation,  it  would  be  natural  to  suppose  that  the 
pollution  would  become  less  and  less  as  we  approach  Washington.  On 
the  contrary,  IJr.  Sprague  reports  that  the  samples  of  water  taken  at 
Tarions  places  in  the  Potomac  basin  do  not  show  a  diminution  of  the 
colon  group,  but  a  relative  increase  as  we  approach  Washington.  This 
fact  alone  would  appear  to  be  sufficient  to  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of 
flelf-pnrification  of  a  stream.  There  is  evidently  more  than  a  coinci- 
dence between  the  presence  of  the  colon  group  of  bacteria  and  the 
Damber  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  Chart  A  has  been  prepared  to  show 
this  relation. 

By  reference  to  this  chart  it  will  he  seen  that  the  upper  line  repre- 
sents the  total  death  rate,  by  mouths,  from  typhoid  and  typhomalarial 
levers  for  the  eleven  years  ending  March  1, 18i)8.  The  second  line  rep- 
legents  the  number  of  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  during  this  period, 
and  the  lower  line  the  number  of  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  the 
year  1807-98,  ending  March  I.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  deaths 
{  reported  as  typhomalarial  are  nothing  more  or  less  than  typhoid,  <ns 
I  the  increase  of  deaths  from  this  disease  is  synchronous  with  those  of 
typhoid.  By  comparing  these  mortality  curves  with  those  prepared 
by  Dr.  Sprague  in  chart  No.  1,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  coinci- 
tence  between  tliese  and  the  curve  of  the  intestinal  bacteria.  The 
same  relation  between  this  group  of  bacteria  and  the  prevalence  of 
typhoid  fever  has  been  shown  in  cities  other,  than  Washington,  as,  for 
instance,  Hamburg.  Typhoid  fever  was  endemic,  prevailing  in  epi- 
demic form  in  the  summer  and  fall  months.  The  bacteriological  analy- 
sis of  the  drinking  water  demonstrated  that  the  increased  number  of 
intestiual  bacteria  always  coincided  with  the  increased  prevalence  of 
typhoid  fever  and  diarrheal  diseases.  This  condition  prevailed  year 
after  year  until  the  water  was  tiltered.  Since  then  there  have  been  no 
Inch  coincidences. 

We  have  still  more  evidences  of  the  pollution  of  the  Potomac  River. 
Dr.  Kober  reports  that  in  1890  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  occurred 
in  Cumberland,  Md.,  and  three  weeks  later  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
iiamber  of  cases  in  Washington.  If  we  allow  from  three  to  five  days 
for  a  given  volume  of  water  to  travel  from  Cumberland,  Md.,  to  Wnsh- 
iogton.  and  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  days  for  the  period  of  incubation 
for  typhoid  fever,  it  would  coincide  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases. 

The  principal  causes  of  pollution  from  sewage  are  derived  from  the 
towns  and  villages  located  in  the  Potomac  Basin.  There  are  about  35 
«f  the^e  located  on  the  Potomac  and  its  tributaries^  which  have  in 
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the  aggregate  a  population  of  aboat  75,000,  and  are  distribatec 

follows: 


Name. 


Pet«r»bnrgjW.  Va... 

Mciorfield,  W.  Va 

Itemney 

Pawpaw 

Kerkelev  Sprinp«... 
Martinsburg,  W.  Va 

Williamsport 

Hageratown 

Frederick 

Cumberiand 

Dobliin , 

Uatniltcm..... 

CiOrmaiiia 

£Ik  Garden 

Weaternport , 


tioD. 

400 

500 

900 

200 

1,000 

&00 

1,500 

15.000 

10.000 

15,000 

600 

600  ; 

600 

1,000 

2,000 

Name. 


Piedmont 

Kevaer 

Lake 

Lonaoonizig . . . 

Frofltbarig 

Charleatown.. 
Front  Boy&l.. 

BiTOiton 

Berry Tille .... 

HiUvllle 

Tome  Creek.. 
Harriaonbarg 

Staonton 

Haxpen  Ferry 


Typhoid  fever  l»ns  been  rei)orted  to  prevail  in  Cumberland,  Stnnn 
Harpers  Ferry,  Elk  Garden,  VVesternport,  Frederick,  and  Hagersto 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  above  statements  is  that 
Potomac  is  polluted  with  sewage  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  a  const 
menace  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Golnm 
This  is  not  a  new  statement,  but  is  made  only  to  emphasize  whs 
already  well  known, 

REMEDY. 

Several  ways  may  be  considered  for  purifying  the  water: 

First.  The  control  of  the  watershed. 

Second.  Seeking  a  new  supply. 

Third.  Improvement  of  the  present  supply. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  hydrographer  of  the  Geological  S 
vey,  the  drainage  basin  of  the  Potomac  Kiver  has  an  area  of  o 
11,000  square  miles,  which  lies  in  four  States — Pennsylvania,  Maryla 
West  Virginia,  and  Virginia.  It  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  c 
trol  this  vast  area,  or  abate  the  nuisances  thereon  without  practice 
depopulating  it.    It  need  not  be  considered  further. 

A  new  supply  must  either  be  taken  from  a  watershed  capable 
yielding  an  adequate  quantity  of  water,  or  obtain  it  from  artesian  w< 
There  is  no  watershed  near  Washington  which  would  furnish  the  wi 
supply  which  is  not  open  to  the  same  objections  as  apply  to  the  Potot 
Basin.  Even  if  it  were  possible  to  procure  a  new  supply,  the  expc 
of  purchase  and  that  incident  to  policing  would  be  far  in  excess  of 
expense  connected  with  any  proposition  heretofore  advanced  for 
purification  of  the  present  water  supply.  Artesian  wells  would  ] 
owing  to  the  geological  formation  of  the  District,  be  practicable. 

Filtration. —  Filtration  of  water  is  accomplished  in  one  of  two  wi 
the  rapid  method  of  mechanical  processes,  or  by  the  slow  method 
sand  filtration. 

The  mechanical  method,  while  it  removes  the  suspended  matter  (I 
a  water,  performs  the  function  of  removing  bacteria  in  a  variable  n 
ner,  depending  on  the  character  of  the  appliance,  the  method  of  o] 
ating,  and  the  water  to  be  filtered.  The  removal  of  the  bacteria  is  w 
should  be  defined  as  titration,  and  a  filter  which  removes  the  bact 
successfully  will  remove  the  suspended  matter;  but  Alters  may  rem 
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the  snspended  matters  and  fail  to  reduce  the  number  of  bacteria.  This 
18  nsiuUly  what  the  mechanical  filters  do.  Mechanical  filtration  would 
not  be  saccessfdl  in  removing  the  bacteria  from  the  Potomac  water  bn 
aecount  of  the  large  quantity  of  suspended  matter. 

Household  filtration  has  its  advocates.  The  filtering  apparatus  best 
adapted  for  household  purposes  are  those  made  of  un glazed  i)orce]ain 
or  infusorial  earth,  such  as  the  Pasteur-Ghamberland  or  the  Berkfeld. 
These  filters,  if  perfect  (and  very  few  of  them  are),  will  efficiently  filter 
vater  for  a  short  time  only.  They  require  a  great  deal  of  care  and 
attention,  and  must  be  cleansed  at  frequent  intervals,  for  if  not,  they 
become  a  greater  menace  than  the  raw  water.  They  are  also  quite . 
expensive  and  out  of  reach  of  the  masses,  those  who  require  them 
most.  You  may  enjoin  and  plead  for  people  to  boil  their  drinking 
water  but  they  will  not  do  it  unless  threatened  with  a  visitation  of 
eholera,  and  then  only  at  starts  and  intervals,  it  being  proportional  to 
tiie  degree  of  their  fright.  My  opinion  is  that  if  you  desire  people  to 
use  boiled  water  you  must  boil  it  for  them. 

Sand  filtration  is  the  most  practical  solution ;  in  fact,  it  seems  to  be 
I  tbe  only  way  in  which  a  large  quantity  of  water  can  be  purified  and 
rendered  potable. 

It  was  on  account  of  the  high  death  rate  from  typhoid  fever  that  this 
system  of  water  filtration  was  adopted  and  perfected  by  the  European 
cities.  Since  its  use  the  death  rate  from  typhoid  and  other  d  iseases  has 
Wen  to  a  very  low  rate.    In  view  of  the  good  results  accomplished  by 

Itbeir  use  of  it,  it  is  remarkable  that  no  more  than  four  of  our  American 
dtiea  have  adopted  this  system,  and  particularly  Washington. 
^    It  is  hardly  within  the  province  of  this  report  to  deal  with  the  con- 
''  stmction  and  method  of  operating  sand  filter  beds,  as  this  is  for  engi- 
-  neers  to  consider. 

The  description  of  these  filter  beds  has  been  promulgated  now  for 
f  MTsral  years,  and  is  common  property.  Anyone  can  inform  himself 
^  of  the  details  of  construction  and  operation  if  he  care  to  manifest  a 
t  efficient  interest.  A  proposition  has  been  advocated  to  send  a  com- 
I  nisdon  to  Europe  to  study  this  system  of  .water  purification,  and  to 
f  report  on  its  adaptability  for  the  water  sup|)ly  of  Washington.  While 
^  mch  a  commission  may  by  personal  inspection  gather  facts  concerning 
r  the  best  method  of  constructing  and  operating  European  filters,  little 
:  that  is  new  will  be  added  to  our  present  knowledge. 

Three  cities  of  the  United  States  have  already  followed  the  example 
of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and  have  filter  beds  in  successful  operation.  All 
these  cities  are  within  twelve  hours'  travel  of  Washington. 

I  can  not  agree  that  the  situation  is  not  serious,  or  that  it  can  admit 
of  farther  delay,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  death  rate  from  water- 
borne  diseases  has  shown  no  material  incn^ase  within  the  past  three  or 
four  years.  The  best  that  can  be  said  is,  it  is  bad;  we  have  a  remedy, 
ud  the  sooner  it  is  applied  the  more  lives  will  be  saved — lives  which  are 
being  sacrificed  by  delays  or  negligence,  which  should  be  characterized 
by  no  less  a  term  than  criminal. 

During  the  past  eleven  years  ending  March  1, 1898,  there  have  been 
^150  deaths  reported  from  typhoid  and  typhomalarial  tlBvers,  not 
ioduding  those  from  diarrheal  diseases,  of  which  at  least  one-half 
ire  directly  due  to  polluted  water.  If  during  this  time  a  purer  water 
Jhpply  could  have  been  furnished,  it  is  believed  that  the  death  rate 
lorn  typhoid  fever  alone  would  have  been  diminished  80  per  cent,  a 
ttving  of  1,720  lives,  and  the  prevention  of  over  16^000  cases,  not  to 
Mention  the  expense  incidental  to  sickness. 
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It  is  considei  vd  a  crime  to  buy  nnd  8ell  hnman  beings,  yet  there  are 
worse  crimes  being  enacted  here  in  Washington.  There  are  persons 
who  have  deliberately  prevented  the  establishment  of  hospitals  for  the 
care  and  treatment  of  the  poor  little  nnfortunates,  and  have  made  it 
impossible  so  far  by  creating  a  sentiment  against  providing  a  filter 
plant  unless  the  sewer  system  be  extended  and  improved. 

No  one  will  attempt  to  deny  the  necessity  of 'an  adequate  sewer  sys- 
tem, but  more  goodwill  come  from  })urifying  the  water  supply  than  from 
the  renewal  of  the  present  sewers  or  their  extension,  especially  to  0Q^ 
lying  farm  lands. 

Munich,  celebrated  for  its  former  high  death  rate  from  water-borne 
diseases,  had  no  house  sewer  system  until  two  years  ago.  Neither  h:id 
Paris  (now  constructing).  Notwithstanding  this,  the  death  rate  was  far 
below  the  cities  which  use  raw  river  water.  Baltimore,  Md.,  which 
still  clings  to  her  cesspools  and  surface  drains,  the  water  is  reason- 
ably pure,  and  the  death  rate  is  far  below  Washington. 

The  construction  of  a  filter  plant  for  Washington  appears  to  be  easier 
than  for  most  cities.  The  Government  already  owns  the  land,  and  bas 
already  constructed  the  re.^ei  voirs  and  basins,  one  of  which  could  be 
readily  changed  and  converted  into  filter  beds. 

The  Delecarlia  or  the  distributing  reservoir  could  be  converted  into  a 
filter,  perhaps  the  latter,  and  the  water  could  be  allowed  to  sediment 
in  the  Delecarlia  before  it  is  filtered.  This  might  be  an  advantage  at 
times  when  the  water  is  very  muddy. 

It  is  further  suggested  that  a  small  filter  bed — say  100  feet  square- 
be  erected  in  a  corner  of  the  reservoir  for  experimental  pur])Oses,  in 
order  to  determine  synchronously  with  the  construction  of  the  filter 
beds  the  best  material  for  filtration  as  well  as  the  rate  of  flow,  etc.  In 
this  way  the  question  could  be  settled  without  delay.  When  the  filter 
beds  are  ready  to  receive  the  filtering  material,  sufficient  data  would  be 
gathered  to  determine  the  best  plan  of  construction  and  operation. 

A  part  of  the  receiving  reservoir  could  be  used,  as  now,  for  storing  a 
supply. 

It  would  seem  to  be  an  -easy  matter  to  enlarge  the  filter  beds  from 
time  to  time  by  utilizing  the  land  just  to  the  north  and  south  of  the 
receiving  reservoirs,  and  in  this  way  be  able  to  furnish  all  the  water 
required. 

KespectfuUy  submitted. 

J.  J.  KiNYOlTN, 

Passed  Assistant  Surgeon^  Marine- Hospital  Service^ 

Director* 

The  SuPEB VISING  Surgeon- General. 

U.  8.  Marine-Hospital  Service. 
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>TH  CoNasfiss,  >  SKNATE.  (  Dooument 

2d  Session.       J  \     No.  212. 


DRY  DOCK  ON  THE  SEVERN  RIVER,  MARYLAND. 


UscH  29, 1898. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affaire,  io  accompany  amend- 

mest  to  H.  B.  9678,  «id  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  GoBMAN  presented  the  following 

BTTBR  FROM  THB  MATOR  OF  THB  CVTY  OF  ANNAPOLIS*  BCD., 
TRANSMZTTINO  A  MEMORIAL  TO  CONQRB8S  OF  THE  MATOR, 
OOUN8SLOR,  AND  ALDBRBflBN  OF  THE  CITY  OF  ANNAPOLId^ 
STATE  OF  MAR7LAND,  "IN  FAVOR  OF  AN  APPROPRIATION  FOR 
THB  CONSTRUCTION  OF  A  DRT  DOCK  ON  THB  SEVERN  RIVER 
▲T  ROUND  EAT,  AND  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  SAID  RIVER,  IN 
THB  STATE  OF  MARYLAND."  SUBMITTED  IN  SUPPORT  OF  A 
PROPOSED  AMENDMBNT  TO  THE  NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL 
E  R.  9378^  FIFTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS,  SECOND  SESSION,  SO  AS  TO 
BBCURB  THE  SAME  AS  AN  ADDITIONAL  MEANS  OF  OUR 
HATIONAL  DEFENSE. 


OouNoiL  Ohambbb, 
AnnapoliSj  3fd.j  March  2dj  1898. 

Dbab  Sbhatob  :  Under  the  aathority  vested  in  me  by  the  resolutions 
aly  adopted  therefor  by  the  city  coancil  of  Annapolis,  Md.,  I  have 
ie  honor  ti  transmit  yon  herewith  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  naval 
[^propriatioD  bill  (H.  R.  No.  9378),  together  with  a  carefully  prepared 
s^ktement  in  support  thereof,  which  I  respectfully  request  you  may  sub- 
dt  to  the  Senate  and  have  printed  as  a  Senate  document,  and  with 
ud  inclosed  amendment  have  duly  referred  to  your  Senate  Committee 
B  Naval  Affairs,  and  thereby  oblige  this  council  and, 
Tours,  veiy  truly, 

RiCHD.  H.  Gbeen, 
Mayor  of  Annapolis^  Md, 

Hon.  A.  P.  OOBMAN, 

United  States  Senator. 


OOUNOIL  Ghambeb, 
AnnapoliSj  Md.^  March  28, 1898. 

''o  Hon.  A.  P.  Oorman,  Hon.  George  L.  Wellington,  United  States 
Senate;  Hon.  William  B.  Baker^on.  Isaac  A.  Barber,  Hon.  William 
8.  Booze,  Hon.  John  McDonald,  Hon,  William  Mclutire,  Hon.  Sydney 
£.  Mudd,  United  Stat^es  House  of  Representatives  (constituting  the 
delegation  from  the  State  of  Maryland  in  the  Fifty-fifth  Congress, 
iecond  session): 

Snts:  Under  aathority  vesting  in  me,  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  of 
»  suiyoxy  eouisekir,  and  iddermen  of  the  eity  council  of  Annapolis, 
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Md.,  unanimoasly  adopted  therefor,  I  have  the  honor  to  now  reepeot- 
fuUy  sabmit  to  you  a  statement  iu  farther  support  of  the  matter  of  tiie 
^<  improvement  of  the  Severn  Biver  and  the  constraction  by  the  United 
States  of  a  dry  dock  on  Bound  Bay,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,"  as 
recited  in  Senate  bill  No.  2778,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session, 
introduced  in  the  United  States  Senate  on  December  14, 18U7,  by  Sena- 
tor Gorman,  and  which  statement  is  intended  to  supplement  the 
report  transmitted  to  you  by  said  council  on  October  15, 1897,  and 
which  was  printed  on  December  14, 1897«  as  Senate  Doc.  No.  21,  Fifty- 
fifth  Oougress,  second  session,  copy  of  which  is  attached  hereto  and 
made  a  part  hereof.    (Exhibit  No.  1.) 

In  their  said  report  this  council  recited  fieM^ts  and  adduced  reasons 
clearly  demonstrating,  in  their  opinion,  the  necessity  generally  of  addi- 
tional dry  docks  along  our  Atlantic  coast  and  the  reasons  (when  estab- 
lishing said  new  docks  along  said  coast)  why  the  Chesapeake  Bay  should 
not  be  overlooked,  and,  of  all  points  on  said  bay  from  the  month 
of  the  Susquehanna  to  the  capes  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  why  Bonnd 
Bay,  at  the  head  of  Severn  Biver,  presented  advantages  not  possessed 
by  any  other  ))oint  whereat  to  construct  a  national  dry  dock,  and  also 
the  due  establishment  thereat  of  other  public  works  in  oonnection 
therewith. 

Since  the  date  when  submitting  to  you  their  said  report  additional 
facts  have  developed  which  tend  not  only  to  confirm  the  opinion  of 
said  council  as  then  expressed  in  their  said  report,  but  al«o  to  justify 
said  facts  being  hereby  brought  to  your  special  attention,  in  order  that 
in  a  brief,  condensed  statement  you  may  have  the  same  before  you  to  lay 
before  Congress  and  its  proper  committees  during  ite  present  session 
whenever  this  subject-matter  shall  be  under  ite  consideration,  in  the 
naval  appropriation  bill  (H.  K.  9378)  or  otherwise. 

Wherefore  I  have  the  honor,  on  behalf  of  the  city  council  of  Annap- 
olis, Md.,  to  now  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  matters  as  follows,  to 
wit: 

First.  Prior  to  the  meeting  of  Congress  on  December  5, 1897 — ^to  wit, 
on  November  16, 1897 — the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Hon.  John  D.  Long, 
duly  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  his  annual  report 
for  the  year  1897,  wherein  he  fully  and  clearly  showed  that  our  national 
dry  docks  were  so  few  in  number,  so  inadequate  in  size,  and  so  bad  in 
condition  as  to  justify  his  declaration  ^Hhat  the  most  urgent  need  of 
the  naval  service  to-day  was  an  increase  of  docking  facilities,"  and  as 
any  diminution  of  the  language  of  said  Secretory  on  this  subject  wonld 
be  to  diminish  its  strength  and  value;  wherefore  I  now  submit  hereto 
an  extract  therefrom  comprised  between  pages  12  and  17  thereof^  to 
read  which  is  to  see  the  national  naval  situation  as  to  dry  docks,  as 
the  same  now  most  unfortunately  existe.    (See  Exhibit  No.  2.) 

In  his  regular  message  to  Congress,  December  5, 1897,  the  President 
of  the  United  Stetes,  referring  to  this  subject,  said  as  follows,  to  wit: 

It  is  an  anfortnnate  fact  that  there  is  only  one  dock  on  the  Paoifto  coast  capable 
of  docking  onr  largest  ships,  and  onlv  one  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  that  the  latttf 
has  for  the  last  six  or  seven  months  been  under  repairs,  and  therefore  incaptble  ol 
use.  Immediate  steps  shonld  be  taken  to  provide  three  or  four  docks  of  this  capaei^ 
on  the  Atlantic  coast,  at  least  one  on  the  Pacific,  and  a  floating  dock  in  the  Gait 
This  is  the  recommendation  of  a  very  competent  board  appointed  to  investigate  tht 
subject. 

The  report  of  the  naval  board  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  tii6 
Navy  on  August  17,  1897,  to  consider  the  subject  of  dry  docks,  sub- 
mitted to  him  its  report,  which  was  printed  on  January  31, 1898,  as 
Senato  Doa  No.  107,  55th  Congress,  second  session,  and  as  same 
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BtroTiglj  corroborates  the  recitals  of  this  council  so  heretofore  made  to 
you  in  said  Senate  Doc.  No.  21, 1  submit  a  copy  thereof  in  an  appendix 
hereto.    (Exhibit  No.  3.) 

This  matter  has  also  received  the  careful  attention  of  the  governor 
of  Maryland — Hon.  Lloyd  Lowndes — who,  on  January  24,  1898,  duly 
submitted  to  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  a  special  messiige  on 
IhiB  subject,  copy  whereof  is  also  submitted  herewith  in  said  appendix. 
(Exhibit  No.  4.) 

The  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  having  said  message  of  the  gov- 
ernor under  due  consideration,  and  acting  upon  the  &vorable  and 
QDanimous  recommendation  of  its  two  committees  on  Federal  relations 
in  relation  thereto,  and  to  whom  the  same  had  been  duly  referred, 
adopted  with  perfect  unanimity  in  both  house  and  senate  a  joint  reso- 
lation  and  memorial  to  Congress,  to  whom  <<it  pledged  for  the  State  of 
Maryland  the  dedication  of  the  necessary  land  to  the  United  States 
Government  for  the  purposes  required  in  all  these  premises."  Copy  of 
thisjoint  resolution  and  memorial  is  also  submitted  herewith  in  said 
appendix  (Exhibit  No.  5). 

On  March  5, 1898,  duly  certified  copies  of  said  joint  resolution  and 
memorial  were  transmitted  by  the  secretary  of  state  of  Maryland  to  each 
Senator  and  Representative  from  Maryland  in  Congress,  and  on  Mon- 
day, March  7, 1898,  were  duly  presented  to  the  Senate  by  Senator  Gor- 
man, and  upon  his  motion  were  duly  published  in  the  Congressional 
Beoord  of  that  date.  They  were  also  duly  presented  in  the  Senate  on 
Wednesday,  March  9, 1898,  by  Senator  Wellington,  when  the  following 
proceedings  were  had  thereon  by  Messrs.  Wellington  and  Gorman, 
to  wit: 

Mr.  Wkllinoton.  I  present  a  Joint  resolution  and  memorial  of  the  general  assem- 
Uy  of  the  State  of  Maryland  in  favor  of  the  improvement  of  the  Severn  River  in 
thtfc  State  and  the  establisliment  of  a  national  drj  dock  thereon.  As  it  is  a  matter 
of  conRiderable  importance,  I  ask  that  the  memorial  be  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Vicb-Prbsidkmt.  The  Secretary  will  read  the  memorial. 

Mr.  QoRMAN.  Daring  the  absence  of  my  colleaffoe  [Mr.  Wellington]  I  presented 
thia  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Mary  1  an d,  and  it  was  printed  in  the  Kecoril  in 
in  the  proceedings  of  Monday.  My  colleagae  was  not  aware  of  that  fact.  Let  it 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Weixihgton.  In  view  of  that  fact,  I  ask  that  the  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Vicb-Prksident.  The  memorial  will  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mclntyre  and  Mr.  Barber  introduced  same  in  the  House  on 
Marcb  7  and  8, 1898. 

Yonr  attention  is  specially  called  to  the  fact  that  at  the  beginning  of 
the  regular  coarse  of  studies  at  the  United  States  Naval  Academy,  in 
October,  1897,  a  new  academic  course  of  instruction  was  established 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  "in  naval  architecture  and  construction," 
and  wherein  the  students  in  said  course  are  now  being  taught  theoret- 
ically the  subject  of  "constructing  dry  docks  and  docking  and  undock- 
ing  ships  of  war,"  and  as  is  more  particularly  recited  in  a  special  letter 
of  the  Washington  Post  of  December  25, 1897,  copy  of  which  is  sub- 
mitted in  said  appendix  hereto.  (Exhibit  No.  6.)  It  is  alleged  that  this 
new  course  of  instruction  at  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at  this 
time  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  American  naval  students,  heretofore 
sent  at  the  expense  of  the  IJnited  States  to  foreign  schools  to  there 
study  "naval  architecture  and  construction,"  have  been  denied  the 
fiirther  privilege  of  being  taught  said  course  at  said  schools,  and  that 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  thereby  forced  to  establish  at 
this  time  said  new  course  at  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis,  Md« 
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In  view  of  said  fact,  this  council  suggests  an  additional  section  ta 
Senator  Gorman's  Senate  bill  No.  2778,  which  shall  provide  that  the 
construction  of  the  dry  dock  on  lionnd  Bay  therein  provided  for  shall 
be  placed  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  professor  or 
instructor  in  charge  of  said  new  course  of  naval  architecture  and  ood- 
struction,  and  I  have  therefore  prepared  an  amendment  embodying  that 
feature,  and  respectfully  request  that  you  may  submit  same  as  an  amend- 
ment  to  naval  appropriation  bill  (H.  li.  9378)  or  to  one  of  the  drydoek 
bills  introduced,  one  by  Senator  Hale  (S.  2528)  and  the  other  by  Hon. 
Henry  0.  Loudenslager  (H.  B.  4371),  copies  of  each  of  whieh  bills  are 
submitted  herewith  (Exhibits  Nos.  7  and  8). 

The  public  press  of  Maryland  have  of  late  with  very  great  unanim- 
ity indorsed  the  views  of  this  council  in  sundry  ways  on  this  subject 
The  Baltimore  Sun,  of  December  13, 1897,  in  an  able  article  shows  that 
Annapolis  is  the  ^'  key  to  Washington,"  and  was  so  considered  one  hun- 
dred years  ago  by  Major  L'£)nfant,  the  celebrated  French  engineer,  and 
practically  shown  to  be  such  by  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  during  the  whole  of 
the  late  civil  war,  and  which  article  is  submitted  in  said  appendix 
hereto  (Exhibit  No.  9).  See  also  Butler's  book,  pages  184-187,  for  con- 
firmation of  the  truth  of  the  recitals  in  said  article. 

An  article  from  the  pen  of  a  worthy  and  able  citizen,  Dr.  I.  Mi 
Worthington,  of  Annapolis,  in  the  Baltimore  Sun  of  February  24, 1898, 
is  reproduced  in  said  appendix,  showing  the  opinion  of  experts  who 
have  heretofore  carefully  examined  this  subject.  Another  article  from 
Orownsville,  Md.,  and  also  from  the  Maryland  Bepublican  of  a  recent 
date,  are  also  submitted  in  said  appendix,  and  to  which  are  added  (4) 
articles  from  the  Baltimore  Sun  of  December  11, 1897,  January  14,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  and  February  9, 1898,  of  a  similar  tenor.  (Exhibits  Nos.  10, 
11,12,13,14,15,16.) 

The  terrific  cyclonic  storm  which  visited  our  Atlantic  coast  firom 
Maine  to  Florida  during  the  first  days  of  February,  1898,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  hundreds  of  lives  were  lost,  and  property  on  land  and 
sea  was  destroyed  in  an  amount  of  several  millions  of  dollars,  showed 
that  the  port  of  Annapolis  was  then  sought  and  availed  of  as  a  safe 
harbor  of  refuge  for  and  by  all  vessels  which  could  cross  the  bar  at  itft 
entrance,  and  would  have  been  sought  by  vessels  of  deeper  draft  if 
they  could  have  safely  entered  this  harbor  of  Annapolis. 

Immediately  after  the  blow  of  the  blizzard  had  subsided  the  temper- 
ature in  this  latitude  fell  abnormally  low,  so  much  so  that  thick  ioe 
formed  in  the  upper  Chesapeake  Bay;  yet,  all  the  same,  said  ioe  was 
confined  to  so  much  of  said  bay  as  lay  between  Baltimore  and  Thomas 
Point,  leaving  the  lower  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  harbor  of  Annapolis 
comparatively  free  from  ice.  Evidences  of  the  effects  of  said  stonn 
and  of  said  freeze  of  February,  1898,  and  of  matters  connected  there- 
with, are  shown  in  extracts  from  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  Feb- 
ruary 2, 1898,  and  in  7  extracts  from  the  Baltimore  Sun,  ail  submitted  io 
said  appendix.    (Exhibits  Nos.  17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,  23, 24,  25.) 

No  American  journal  has  of  late  evinced  a  greater  degree  of  interest 
in  the  subject  of  dry  docks  generally  than  has  the  Boston  Daily  Adver- 
tiser, the  otiQcial  paper  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  also  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  whose  former  chief  proprietor  and  manager.  Hod. 
William  E.  Barrett,  is  now  in  Congress  from  the  Seventh  district  of 
Massachusetts,  a  district  which  includes  parts  of  the  city  of  Bostoiif 
and  whose  able  Washington  correspondent,  ^^Atherton,"  has  been,  and 
still  is,  it  is  alleged,  in  dose  touch  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  aud 


DRY    DOCK   ON   THE    SEVERN   RIVER,   MARYLAND.  5 

Speaker  of  tbe  House  of  Eepreaentatives,  and  the  delegfations  in 
igress  from  tbe  New  England  States,  and  especially  with  the  chair- 
1  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  the  House,  Hon.  Charles 
Boatelle,  and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in 
Senate,  Hon.  Eageue  Hale;  and  as  both  of  the  latter  are  from  the 
te  of  Maine,  as  is  also  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
ins  Id  the  Honse,  Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  and  is  also  the  Speaker, 
A.  Thomas  B.  Beed,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Rules,  there- 
)  I  respectfully  submit  that  all  of  ^* A therton's"  letters  on  dry  docks 
e  a  very  special  value  at  this  time  for  the  public,  outside  of  the 
w  England  States;  and  wherefore  certain  of  his  said  dry-dock  and 
st-defense  letters,  published  in  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  Feb- 
ry  7,  11,  12«  17,  and  21,  are  submitted  in  said  appendix  hereto 
chibits,  l^os.  26,  27,  28, 29, 30) ;  and  also  of  February  26,  March  5, 10, 
15  (Exliibits,  Nob.  42,  43, 44,  45a,  452»). 

Tour  attention  is  also  called  to  the  late  past  and  present  oondition  of 
t  New  York  dry  docks  generally,  one  of  which  cost  the  United  States 
)  sum  of  $2,003,498.05,  as  shown  in  letters  in  the  New  York  Herald 
February  6, 1898,  and  other  dates,  which  conclusively  show  a  want 
wisdom  heretofore  on  the  part  of  the  proper  naval  authorities  locat- 
l  so  many  of  said  docks  at  one  aud  the  same  place  under  conditions 
lich  seem  not  only  serious,  but  aggravated  by  virtue  of  reasons  recited 
said  letter,  copies  of  which  letters  are  hereto  attached  (Exhibits  Nos. 
,  32, 33).    It  was  this  bad  and  inadequate  condition  of  the  New  York 

7  dock  in  August,  1897,  which  no  doubt  compelled  the  Secretary  of  the 
avy  to  send  the  United  States  battle  ship  Indiana  to  the  British  dry 
)ck  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  to  be  there  docked,  and  for  which  the 
nited  States,  on  August  17, 1897,  paid  the  Halifax  Graving  Dock  Com- 
^iiiy,  limited,  for  docking  and  nndocking  the  said  Indianaj  including 
kbor  and  material  used  in  connection  therewith,  the  sum  of  $3,492.02. 
his  sum  was  so  paid  for  a  service  extending  only  from  7  a.  m»  Thurs- 
ay,  August  12, 1897,  to  10  a.  m.  Monday,  August  16, 1897,  making  (ex- 
lading  Sunday)  the  cost  of  over  $3,000  for  3  days'  and  3  hours'  use  of 
aid  foreign  dry  dock. 

The  attention  of  this  council  has  also  been  called  to  the  x>amphlet  by 
he  Simpson  Dry  Dock  Company,  etc.,  and  wherein  preference  is  given 
0  timber  dry  docks,  but  as  the  report  of  the  naval  board  on  dry  docks 

8  strongly  in  favor  of  stone  or  stone  and  concrete  over  timber  dry 
locks,  this  council  is  still  of  the  opinion  that  if  any  dry  dock  is  to  be 
milt  at  Bound  Bay  that  the  same  should  be  built  of  granite  or  granite 
ind  concrete;  not  only  because  of  greater  durability,  but  also  l^ause 
if  the  proximity  of  the  extensive  and  valuable  granite  and  stone  qnar- 
ies  on  l^e  Susquehanna  at  Port  Deposit,  at  Woodstock,  EUicott  City, 
TuUford,  in  Howard  County,  Md.,  about  1  mile  north  of  Laurel,  and  at 
>ther  places,  with  cheap  transportation  by  rail  or  water  from  most  of 
aid  quarries  to  Bound  Bay,  thereby  reducing  the  costs  of  construction 
0  the  minimum.  Two  articles  from  the  Baltimore  Sun  on  said  matter 
>f  timber  docks  are  submitted  in  said  appendix  hereto  (Exhibits  Nos. 
4a,  346),  and  also  a  valuable  article  from  the  Baltimore  American  of 
larch  4,  1898,  entitled  <' Wealth  of  stone  in  Maryland,"  is  also  sub- 
ditted  (Exhibit  No.  35). 

This  opinion  of  this  council  in  favor  of  granite,  or  granite  and  con- 
rete  with  granite  facing,  in  preference  to  timber  is  adhered  to  not- 
rithstanding  the  recommendation  and  recitals  of  the  House  Committee 
Q  Naval  Affairs  in  its  bill  (H.  B.  9378,  p.  26),  the  naval  appropriation 
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bill,  reported  to  the  House  with  House  Beport  775  on  March  22, 1896^ 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

Repairs  and  preseryation  at  navy-yards  and  stations :  Toward  the  constraction  of 
four  timber  dry  docks,  two  hundred  thonsand  dollars  each;  in  all,  eight  handled 
thonsaud  dollars ;  said  dry  docks  to  be  not  less,  than  seven  hundred  feet  in  lenf^, 
and  of  other  dimensions  suflic  ent  to  meet  the  present  and  probable  future  reqnirs- 
mente  of  the  largest  vessels  of  the  Navy  and  auxiliary  fleet.  One  of  these  docks  to 
be  located  at  the  navy-yard,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  to  cost,  when  completed, 
not  exceeding  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars;  one  at  the  navy- 
yard,  Boston.  Massachusetts,  to  cost,  when  completed,  not  exceeding  eight  hnndred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars;  one  at  the  navy -yard,  League  Island,  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  cost,  when  completed,  not  exceeding  eight  hnndred  and  twenty-five  thoosand 
dollars;  and  one  at  the  navy-yard,  Mare  Island,  Calilornia,  to  cost,  wnen  completed, 
not  exceeding  eight  hnndred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

The  preference  of  stone  with  which  to  construct  dry  docks,  instead 
of  timber,  was  advocated  not  only  by  the  Naval  Dry  Dock  Board  in  its 
report.  Senate  Doc.  No.  107  (Exhibit  3  herein),  but  has  also  been  advo- 
cated by  the  Naval  Bareau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  and  as  late  as  March 
26, 1898,  was  strongly  advocated  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  by  Admiral  Matthews,  the  able  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  as  recited  in  an  extract  from  the  Washington  Star  of  Mareh 
26,  1898,  attached  hereto. 

The  only  reason  alleged  at  this  time  for  constmcting  of  timber  the 
four  dry  docks  provided  for  in  the  naval  appropriation  bill  (H.  B.  9378) 
is  that  of  economy;  but  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  it  is  wastefal 
extravagance  to  construct  dry  docks  of  timber,  knowing  in'advance  thej 
can  not  be  permanent;  are  not  durable,  but  subject  to  constant  decay 
and  repair,  sometimes  at  very  great  cost;  can  not  last  over  twen^ 
years,  more  or  less,  to  be  then  replaced  by  other  new  and  more  costly 
structures;  and  hence  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  said  economy  is 
not  only  not  wise,  but  rather  a  useless  and  extravagant  expenditure  of 
the  public  moneys,  and  at  best  seems  to  be  a  niggardly  national  policy. 

Said  extract  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

FLOATINO  DRT   DOCKS— HSABING  OF  THE  SENATE  NAVAL  AFFAIRS  COMIOTTIB. 

Rear- Admiral  £.  .0.  Matthews,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  of  the  Ksty 
Depnrtmont,  appeared  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to-day  in  oroo- 
sition  to  the  proposition  of  Senator  Piatt,  of  New  York,  to  authorize  the  constraeaos 
of  a  floating  steel  dry  dock  of  the  Clark  and  Stan  field  pattern  in  the  New  York 
Harbor. 

Admiral  Matthews  also  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  wooden  docks  and  farond 
concrete  docks  faced  with  granite. 

Assistant  Naval  Constractor  Dashiell  expressed  the  opinion,  itk  his  statement  to 
the  committee,  that  the  Clark  and  Stanfield  patent  was  entirely  feasible,  and  aiid 
he  thought  it  should  be  adopted  at  all  places  where  the  Government  contempUtei 
the  construction  of  docks,  except  League  Island.  At  this  place  he  did  not  considtf 
any  addition  to  the  present  docking  facilities  iieceHsary. 

Other  speakers  in  favor  of  the  project  were  Mr.  Clark,  one  of  the  promoters  of  the 
enterprise;  Wallace  Downe,  president  of  the  International  Dry  Dock  Company; 
while  others  against  it  were  Mr.  L.  E.  Payson,  attorney  for  the  Newport  News  Ship- 
building Company,  and  W.  N.  Dykeman,  of  the  New  York  Dry  Dock  Company. 

Outside  of  a  special  dispatch  of  January  24, 1898,  to  the  Baltimore 
Sun,  this  council  has  not  as  yet  seen  any  comments  of  anyone  adverse 
to  the  establishment  of  a  dry  dock  at  Bound  Bay;  wherefore  I  respect- 
fully submit  said  dispatch  for  all  it  is  worth,  and  mark  same  **  Exhibit 
No.  30,"  and  in  reference  thereto  I  submit  that  the  only  reasons  alleged 
as  the  sole  basis  of  objection  thereto  are:  (I)  Lack  of  water  facilitiea; 
(2)  Too  far  from  the  sea. 

The  author  of  said  dispatch  seems  to  have  overlooked  the  fact  that 
Senator  Gorman's  bill  (S.  2778)  fully  provides  for  all  adequate  water 
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cilities,  both  as  to  depth  and  width  thereof,  and  securing  same  will 
id  mast  end  that  ground  of  objection.  (Same  as  exists  at  Boston, 
sagne  Island,  Norfolk,  and  Mare  Island,  hereinafter  more  particularly 
ferred  to.)  As  to  the  second  objection,  said  author  fails  to  note  that 
le  Gbesapeake  Bay  is  one  of  the  largest  arras  of  the  sea  on  our  Atlan- 
^  coast;  that  it  is  in  fact  an  inland  sea  extending  from  the  main 
tiantic  Ocean  to  Thomas  Point,  at  the  month  of  the  Severn  Eiver, 
hich  river,  once  deepened  and  widened,  as  sought  to  be  done  by  Sen- 
or  Gorman's  bill  (S.  2778),  will  render  said  river  an  extension  of  the 
la  itself  up  to  and  including  Bound  Bay,  for  all  purposes  of  depth  and 
'  width  of  water. 

Said  dispatch  re<'jtes  'Hhat  a  battle  ship  or  cruiser  injured  in  action 
ay  require  the  immediate  use  of  a  dock,  and  the  nearer  the  better,  it 
claimed."  In  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  had  but  three  periods 
ily  in  one  hundred  years  of  <'  battle  ships  or  cruisers  being  injured  in 
^tion,"  to  wit,  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  in  the  civil 
ar  of  1861,  and  as  dry  docks  are  needed  for  docking  ships  at  all  peri- 
is  of  every  month  of  every  year,  due  to  very  numerous  causes  other 
lan  the  sole  cause  of  ^Mnjury  in  action,"  it  would  seem  that  said  basis 
'objection  is  not  well  founded  in  fact.  In  evidence  of  the  trutli  of  the 
Tegoing  recitals  see  extract  from  the  Baltimore  News  of  March  4, 
^,  submitted  in  the  appendix  hereto  (Exhibit  No.  37).  I  here  and 
jw  make  this  reply  to  said  dispatch,  because  of  the  invalidity  of  tlie 
)jections  so  alleged,  and  which  left  unnoticed  and  not  explained  might 
tnd  to  leave  a  false  impression. 

As  the  inauguration  of  the  aforesaid  entirely  new  course  of  instruc- 
[>n  at  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  in  ^Hhe  constructing  of  ships 
id  the  building  of  dry  docks  and  the  instructing  certain  Naval  Acail- 
ny  classes  in  the  docking  and  undocking  of  ships"  seems  to  promise 
fall  success,  I  respectfully  submit  that  it  would  be  most  appro])riate 
at  these  classes  should  have  some  pr<actical  instruction,  under  the 
lief  instructor  of  said  course,  in  the  building  of  a  dry  dock  of  the  first 
ass  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  said  Academy  itself,  and  wherein 
Jd  students  should  have  not  only  a  practical  object  lesson  of  con- 
ructing  such  docks,  but  thereafter  to  also  enjoy  the  frequent,  if  not 
^nstanC  daily  lessons  of  being  taught  how  to  dock  and  nndoek  the 
lips  of  the  Navy,  and  also  all  practical  lessons  of  repair,  fitting,  and 
^fitting  such  docks,  to  meet  the  constant  wants  and  demands  of  our 
tival  service. 

Should  any  further  objection  be  made  because  of  a  want  of  large  forces 
f  workmen,  tools, .and  supplies  needed  in  all  these  premises,  a  proper 
eply  would  easily  lay  in  pointing  to  Baltimore  and  Washington  for 
lotb,  either  of  which  named  places  can  be  reached  in  thirty  minutes 
rom  Round  Bay;  and  should  that  not  fully  answer  and  remedy  all  the 
bjections,  then  a  proper  navy-yard  for  constrnction  and  repairs  can 
te  duly  and  easily  established  at  the  same  place  to  meet  all  possible 
equirements  in  connection  with  such  dry  dock,  and  its  constant  uses 
or  our  national  naval  service  for  all  future  time.  If  the  construction 
f  a  dry  dock  at  Bound  Bay  necessarily  and  logically  involves  the  due 
stablishment  of  a  regular  navy-yard  at  the  same  ])lace,  then  so  be  it, 
nd  the  sooner  thebetter  for  the  nation  and  our  national  defense. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  page  13  of  his  said  Annual  Keport  for 
597,recites  that  there  are  seven  naval  strategic  divisions  of  our  Atlantic 
>ast,  and  that  the  third  division  extends  from  ^^  Sandy  Hook  to  Cape 
[enry," 
The  Chesapeake  Bay  is  situate  in  this  third  division,  and  tlie  only 
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dry  dock  situate  in  this  division  is  that  situated  at  Leagae  Island,  5 
miles  below  Philadelphia. 

In  regard  to  League  Island  the  naval  board  on  dry  docks,  page  4  of 
Senate  Doc  No.  107,  Fifty-fifth  Oongress,  second  session,  recites  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

At  Leagne  Island,  at  the  navy-yard,  there  is  a  timber  dock  451  feet  10  inches  avail- 
able length;  52  fset  10^  inches  width  at  siU;  depth  over  sill  at  mean  high  water, 25 
feet  6  inches.  This  yafd  is  4  miles  from  Philadelphia,  which  is  86  mues  from  the 
capes  of  the  Delaware  Bay.  The  channel  to  it  from  the  sea  is  obstmcted  by  bin, 
and  bnt  26  feet  of  water  can  be  carried  at  high  water  through  dredged  ana  tidid 
channels.  Philadelphia  is  a  commercial  center,  and  from  its  interior  commimicar 
tions  is  an  admirable  site  for  building  ships.  Its  approach  is  too  difficnlt  for  prompt 
repair  of  those  i^jnred,  and  is  obstructed  by  ice  in  winter.  In  war,  both  approscli 
and  egress  can  be  readily  closed  by  an  enemy  with  mines  placed  below  any  of  iti 
defenses. 

It  was  in  this  stream,  and  on  its  rock  ledges  below  League  Island, 
where  the  United  States  battle  ship  Brooklyn  was  stranded  in  the  win- 
ter of  18d6,  and  there  dangerously  locked  in  heavy  ice,  from  which, 
with  great  difficulty,  she  was  extricated  and  finally  saved;  but  not 
without  great  damage,  to  repair  which  she  had  to  be  towed  to  Cramp's 
shipyard  on  the  Delaware  and  there  docked. 

The  said  accident  to  the  battle  ship  Brooklyn^  occurring  in  midwinter, 
and  due  to  running  on  rocks  in  Delaware  Bay,  seems  not  to  be  unnsnal, 
and  because  as  late  as  March  18, 1898,  a  similar  accident  befell  the  large 
merchant  ship  Illinois^  an  old  American  liner,  as  a  telegram  in  the  Bal- 
timore Sun  of  March  19, 1898,  fully  discloses,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

THX  ILLINOIS  REPORTED  TO  BE  LEAKING. 

Philadelphia.  March  18. — ^The  old  American  liner  lllinoiB,  Captain  Roberts,  hence 
for  San  Fran  Cisco,  which  ran  aground  near  Bellevne  Station  Wednesday  nij^fat, 
remains  fast,  resisting  the  most  powerful  efforts  of  a  combined  force  of  tags  to 
relieve  her  from  the  obstruction  that  holds  her  and  threatens  serious  damage.  Old 
and  experienced  tugboat  men  are  confident  in  their  opinions  that  she  is  on  a  rocl:, 
and  it  is  reported  that  she  is  leaking.  Three  hundred  tons  of  cargo  have  alreadf 
been  taken  out  of  her  forward  hold,  as  she  is  held  by  the  head,  bnt  this  did  not  tesm 
to  bring  her  an  any. 

It  is  reported  by  those  who  have  been  alongside  the  lllintM  that  there  are  18  feet 
of  water  under  bow,  about  24  feet  amidships,  and  27  feet  at  the  stern.  The  cause  of 
the  accident,  if  known,  is  kept  secret,  and  the  agents  and  the  officials  will  not  gite 
out  any  information  about  the  vessel. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  Chesapeake  Bay — ^its  vast  trade, 
including  that  of  Baltimore,  and  its  freedom  from  ice — ^is  surely  of  as 
great  importance  to  the  nation  as  is  Delaware  Bay,  so  frequcBtly 
obstructed  by  ice  blockades,  and  its  trade  including  that  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  should  at  least  equally  and  fully  enjoy  ^1  the  advantageB 
incident  to  a  separate  dry  dock  at  a  place  on  its  waters  suitable  there- 
for, as  much  so  in  fact  as  to  a  separate  and  independent  system  of 
defense,  naval  and  military. 

Leagne  Island  is  82  miles  distant  from  the  capes  of  Delaware  Bay; 
the  mouth  of  the  Severn  River  is  122  miles  distant  from  the  cax>e8  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  making  a  difference  in  distance  of  about  40  miles,  and 
a  difference  in  time  to  reach  the  same  from  the  sea  of  between  two  and 
three  hours.  For  vessels  coming  north  from  southern  waters  a  dry 
dock  at  Bound  Bay  would  be  reached  in  about  the  same  time  as  at 
League  Island. 

Special  attention,  however,  is  called  to  the  fia>ct  that  the  entire  dis- 
tance from  the  capes  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  the  mouth  of  the  Seven 
Biveris  along  one  continuous,  deep,  and  broad  channel^  witii  no  obstnie* 
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tkm  of  any  kind  at  any  place  or  at  any  time,  and  perfectly  free  from 
iee  in  winter;  whereas  the  channel  of  the  Delaware  Bay  from  the  capes 
thereof  to  League  Island  is  not  only  obstracted  by  dangerous  bars  at 
many  localities,  but  is  liable  to  obstoiction  by  ice  in  winter. 

Existing  conditions  and  the  advantages  for  the  future  would  therefore 
8eem  to  be  in  favor  of  locating  a  dry  doek  at  Round  Bay,  and  are  surely 
as  great,  if  not  greater,  than  those  alleged  for  locating  one  at  League 
Island,  and  the  present  time  and  present  con()itions  make  it  opportune 
fo  consult  not  only  efficiency  but  localities  in  distributing  geograph- 
icany  the  several  dry  docks  so  absolutely  and  urgently  needed  for  our 
oa^al  service. 

Said  naval  dry  dock  board,  in  its  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
!!^a?y,  on  page  4  of  Senate  Doc  No.  107,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second 
session,  recites  as  follows: 

At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  there  ie  a  dock  »t  the  navy-yard.  The  dock  ia  a  balanced 
lock  of  wood,  350  feet  lon^,  90  feet  wide  at  top  and  60  feet  wide  at  eill;  its  lifting 
ttpaeity  is  1,500  tons.  This  yard  and  dock  are  exposed  to  gan  fire  Arom  sea  and  are 
Dtoated  on  a  river  whose  tidal  currents  are  very  strong,  and  whose  channel  Is 
(ortoons.     Portsmouth  is  not  a  commercial  center;*  its  harbor  is  protected. 

Yon  will  observe  that  neither  Portsmoath,  N.  H.,  nor  League  Island, 
Ps.,  were  included  in  the  recommendations  of  said  naval  dry  dock 
xmd  as  sites  whereat  the  United  States  should  establish  new  liry 
locks,  yet  notwithstanding  said  recitals  of  said  board  in  regard  to  said 
;wo  places,  so  strongly  declaratory  of  their  want  of  suitability  therefor, 
)iit  ignoring  said  recitals  of  said  board,  the  House  Committee  on 
^aval  Affairs  have  recommended  both  of  said  two  places  as  sites 
i^iiereat  the  United  States  should  construct  two  new  first-class  dry 
locks  of  timber. 

It  is  alleged  that  delegations  of  citizens  from  Philadelphia,  and  the 
ielegatious  in  Congress  from  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Pennsylvania  have  been  very  active  in  regard  to  securing  a  new  dry 
lock  at  each  of  said  three  named  places,  and  have  been  potential 
inoagh  to  overcome  said  adverse  recitals  of  said  naval  dry-dock  board 
to  the  extent,  at  least,  of  securing  a  recommendation  from  the  House 
[Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  for  the  construction  at  great  cost  of  a  new 
timber  dry  dock  at  each  of  said  three  named  places. 

In  this  connection,  the  concluding  portion  of  "Atherton's  letter," 
published  in  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  March  16, 18U8,  constitutes 
iostractive  and  suggestive  reading  in  these  premises,  and  which  letter 
is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

DRY  DOCKS. 

Hre  agreed  apon  by  Naval  Committee — Boston  and  Portsmoath  provided  for — ^New 

torpedo  boats. 

Washin^on,  March  15. — The  Honse  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to-day  voted  7 
^3  to  anthorize  the  bnildinf?  of  five  modern  dry  docks  at  this  session  of  Congress, 
nieeach  at  Portsmoath,  Boston,  Leagne  Island,  Algiers,  ba.,  and  Mare  Island. 

Lenf^ie  Island  is  5  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  Mare  Island  is  in  California. 

The  qoestion  of  material  went  over  nntil  to-morrow,  bat  it  is* thought  that  with 
he  exception  of  the  one  at  Algiers,  which  will  be  a  floating  steel  dock,  they  will  all 
e  made  of  concrete.  In  order  that  this  provision  in  the  oill  may  not  be  defeated 
Q  a  point  of  order  that  it  is  ''  new  legislation/'  the  Conmiittee  on  Rales  will  be  asked 
>  report  a  special  rale  permitting  it  to  go  through.  The  matter  of  cost  also  went 
^er  till  to-morrow,  but  they  will  doubtless  be  constructed  on  the  lines  laid  down  by 
le  recent  Bunco  report,  which  treated  minutely  of  what  ought  to  be  done  at  various 
iaeee  in  the  eoantry  ae  regards  docking  facilities. 

For  Boston  the  Bonoe  board  recommended  a  oonorete  dook  760  feet  long,  90  feet 
idtf  mad  30  feet  deep.  Such  a  dock  when  constraoted  wiU  accommodate  the  very 
TgfiBt  veaaeU  of  the  Navy  now  in  use  or  in  contemplation. 
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All  of  the  new  docks  will  be  modern  in  every  way  and  fully  equal  to  any  tadu 
that  may  be  placed  upon  them  in  the  way  of  docking  oar  great  battle  ships.  Th«M 
docks  are  being  authorized  as  a  part  of  the  scheme  of  patting  the  national  defeiiM 
in  the  most  complete  form  to  meet  any  exigencies  which  may  devolTe  noon  it,  ftDd 
everybody  has  stated  from  the  start  that  in  order  to  have  an  adequate  aefense  the 
country  must  be  provided  with  additional  docks.  Our  present  docks  are  practicaUj 
obsolete.    The  Naval  Committee  will  not  stop  at  dry  docks  ot  battle  ships. 

To-morrow  Mr.  Ball,  of  Rhode  Island,  a  member  of  the  committee,  will  offer  u 
amendment  authorizing  six  new  torpedo  boats  and  six  new  torpedo-boat  destroyen, 
to  cost  $200,000  each.    This  will  probably  be  agreed  to. 

in  addition,  the  oon^ittee  will  aathorize  an  enlargement  of  the  pay,  medical,  uid 
engineering  corps  of  the  Navy  in  order  to  provide  men  enough  to  man  all  the  addi- 
tional craft  that  are  now  being  pressed  into  service. 

The  naval  bill,  carrying  all  these  things,  will  be  reported  on  Monday  next,  tnd 
will  go  through  without  much  opposition. 

It  will  be  protected  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  special  rule  which  Speaker  Bsed 
will  draft  for  its  consideration,  which  will  make  these  new  authorizatioos  less  tqI- 
nerable  to  the  attacks  of  points  of  order. 

Whatever  falls  by  the  wayside,  if  anything,  it  will  not  be  the  dry  docks.  All 
agree  that  they  are  essential. 

The  placing"  of  both  Portemonth  and  Boston  in  the  list  will  enable  New  England 
interests  to  stand  solidly  together  for  the  proposition,  which  might  not  have  been  ths 
case  if  one  New  England  section  had  been  taken  and  the  other  left. 

Athxrton. 

• 

In  farther  confirmation  of  the  efforts  of  the  delegation  in  Congress 
from  Massachusetts  to  secure  a  new  dock  at  Boston  I  submit  herewith  an 
extract  from  the  Washington  Post  of  March  28;  1898;  as  folio WS;  to  wit: 

OAPnOL  CHAT. 

When  the  House  voted  Saturday  on  Uncle  Joe  Cannon's  amendment  to  reduce  tbe 
number  of  dry  docks  provided  for  in  the  naval  bill  there  was  some  surprise  that 
Representative  Joe  Walker,  of  Massachusetts,  was  among  its  supporters.  The 
emphatic  old  Puritan  legislator  cried  "  a^e"  with  all  his  limg  power  when  the  chair- 
man put  the  vote.  Mr.  Walker  was  and  is  loyal  enough  to  the  proposition  for  a  dij 
dock  at  Boston,  but  he  has  a  personal  grievance  on  his  soul  which  influenced  his 
vote. 

This  is  the  story :  Everybody  at  the  capital  knows  that  the  Mas5«achnBetts  dela- 
tion has  been  working  early  and  late  for  a  dry  dock  at  Boston,  and  that  the  twelve 
Republicans  and  one  Democrat  in  the  House  from  that  State  are  pretty  constant  in 
their  attendance.  However,  few  are  absent  more  than  Representative  Barrett.  He 
has  large  newspaper  interests  to  manage  in  Boston,  and  divides  his  time,  duringse»- 
sions  of  Congress,  between  this  city  and  Boston.  But  Mr.  Barrett  has  worked 
earnestly  for  the  Boston  dry  dock,  and  a  few  diays  after  he  was  hissed  in  the  Hoqm 
he  proposed  a  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation,  who  should  call  on  the  Naval 
Committee  en  masse  and  urge  the  city's  claims.  When  the  time  for  the  hearing  came 
Representative  Barrett  was  compelled  to  be  in  Boston  and  was  the  only  Republican 
of  the  delegation  who  did  not  attend  the  hearing. 

When  the  naval  bill  was  to  be  called  up  in  the  House,  Representative  Barrett 
addressed  a  letter  to  each  of  his  colleagues  requesting  their  presence  during  the 
consideration  of  the  measure,  that  the  interests  of  the  Boston  dry  dock  might  be 
properly  protected.  It  was  this  communication  that  displeased  several  memben  of 
the  delegation,  among  them  Representative  Walker.  Always  emphatic  in  the 
expression  of  his  opinions,  Mr.  Walker  has  exhausted  his  vocabulary  of  forceful 
Puritan  phrases,  some  of  which  might  not  look  well  in  print,  every  time  the  subject 
of  the  Boston  dry  dock  has  been  mentioned  to  him  since.  He  went  so  far  last  weeli 
as  to  intimate  ironically  that  the  map  of  the  coiist  of  Massachusetts  showed  it  to  be 
a  straight  line  before  the  time  of  Representative  Barrett,  who  was  apparently  the 
real  discoverer  of  Boston  Harbor.  That  is  why  Mr.  Walker  voted  so  emphatically 
for  Chairman  Cannon's  amendment.  It  gave  him  the  best  opportunity  he  nad  during 
the  week  to  express  his  disapproval  of  Mr.  Barrett. 

The  snccessfnl  efforts  of  the  friends  and  advocates  of  establishing 
for  our  Navy  new  dry  docks  at  Portsmouth,  N,  H.,  at  Boston,  Mass., 
and  at  Lea^ne  Island,  Pa.,  are  therefore  respectfiilly  recommended 
not  only  to  tlie  careful  and  serious  attention  of,  but  as  examples  which 
might  be  profitably  followed  by  the  delegation  in  Congress  from  Mary- 
land, whose  general  assembly,  as  recited  in  Exhibit  No.  6  of  this  state- 
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ment,  has  so  recently  and  so  strongly  petitioned  Congress  to  establish 
oDeof  its  naval  dry  docks  on  an  arm  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  to  wit, 
on  the  Severn  Biver,  at  Bound  Bay,  near  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy.  Attention  is  also  called  to  the  fact  that  not  only  were 
Portsmonth,  N.  H.,  and  League  Island,  Pa.,  not  included  in  the  official 
recommendation  of  said  naval  dry  dock  board,  as  suitable  sites  at  which 
to  establish  new  dry  docks,  but  no  official  estiinatos  of  the  costs  of 
said  construction  at  said  named  places  have  as  yet  been  submitted  to 
Congress,  so  fi&r  as  is  now  known. 

Not  only  this,  but  it  would  further  officially  appear  that  all  new  dry 
docks  to  be  hereafter  constructed  by  the  United  States  are  recom- 
mended to  have  a  depth  of  water  over  their  sills  of  not  less  than  30 
leet,  and  that  the  channels  of  approach  to  said  docks  should  have  ample 
iridth  and  depth  of  water,  the  latter  to  be  not  less  than  30  feet. 

It  also  officially  appears  that  the  deptli  of  water  in  the  channel  of 
Boston  Harbor  docs  not  exceed  27  feet,  at  League  Island  not  to  exceed 
26  feet,  and  at  Mare  Island  not  to  exceed  20  feet,  nor  has  any  official 
estimate  b^n  made  so  far  as  is  now  known  or  reported  to  Congress  of 
Uie  cost  necessary  to  increase  to  the  proper  width  and  depth  said 
channels  of  approach  to  the  sites  for  said  proposed  dry  docks  at  said 
Darned  places.  The  only  exception  where  the  estimates  of  such  prob- 
able cost  has  been  made  is  that  of  Mare  Island,  CaL,  at  which  place 
Hon.  Joseph  O.  Cannon,  of  Illinois,  during  the  debate  on  the  naval 
appropriation  bill  (H.  B.  9378)  on  March  25, 1898,  stated  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  that  the  Chief  of  United  States  Engineers  had  reported  to 
Congress  that  such  cost  in  that  case  would  aggregate  the  sum  of 
(310,000.  (This  sum  would  be  the  probable  cost  of  dredp^ing  a  channel 
2  miles  long  in  order  to  secure  a  depth  of  30  feet,  and  not  $200,000,  as 
stated  by  Admiral  Matthews  in  the  extract  from  the  Washington  Post 
of  March  13,  1898,  hereinafter  submitted.)  In  confirmation  of  said 
recitals  an  Associated  Press  dispatch  from  the  Washington  Post  of 
March  13, 1898,  is  here  submitted,  which  discloses  the  fact  that  prior  to 
making  said  recommendation  the  House  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
was  in  possession  of  all  said  facts  relating  to  a  want  of  depth  of  chan- 
nel at  said  named  places.    Said  extract  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

PR0P06SD  NSW  DBT  DOCKS. 

Kodeeiaicm  by  Naral  Committee  as  to  number  or  location — Necessary  depth  of  cban* 
nel  not  found  at  Mare  Island,  Boston,  or  League  Island. 

The  Naval  Committee  of  the  House  did  not  reach  any  oonolusion  yesterday  relative 
to  the  number  and  location  of  the  drv  docks  to  be  authorized  in  the  naval  appropria- 
tion bQl,  whicb  is  the  main  question  left  open.  The  general  opinion  in  the  committee 
•eems  to  favor  three  or  four  new  docks.  The  Bunoe  board  recommended  new  docks 
St  Boston,  Alffiers,  La.,  and  Mare  Island,  Cal.,  and  an  enlargement  of  the  dock  at 
League  Island,  Pa.,  so  that  it  will  accommodate  the  largest  battle  ships.  The  Penn- 
•ylTania  delegation  is  straining  svery  nerve  to  secure  an  entirely  new  aock  at  League 
Island. 

Docks  capable  of  accommodating  battle  ships  would  have  to  have  a  depth  of  chan- 
nel leading  to  them  of  30  feet,  and  Commodore  Matthews,  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Bocks,  who  was  summQAcd  before  the  committee,  rather  startled  the  members  by  his 
statements  as  to  the  depth  of  the  channel  to  at  least  one  of  the  proposed  docks — that 
at  Mare  Island,  Cal.  He  said  the  channel  was  not  over  20  feet  for  2  miles,  and  that 
it  would  require  $200,000  to  dredge  it  to  the  requisite  depth  of  30  feet.  The  channel 
at  Boston  is  only  27  feet,  and  the  channel  at  League  Island  is  about  the  same  depth. 
This  complicates  matters  considerably,  and  when  the  committee  adjourned  little 
progress  toward  a  conclusion  had  been  made. 

As  new  dry  docks  of  the  dimensions  and  requirements,  as  recom- 
mended by  said  naval  dry-dock  board  and  by  the  House  Gommittee 
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on  Naval  Affairs,  can  not  well  be  constracted  at  any  of  said  named 
places,  without  at  the  same  time  securing  a  greater  depth  and  width 
of  the  channels  of  the  water  approaches  theareto,  hence  that  which  is 
admitted  to  be  necessary  to  be  done  for  a  dry  dock  on  the  Severn  Ri?er, 
at  Bound  Bay,  to  wit,  to  widen  and  deepen  the  channel  of  the  Severn 
Biver  approach  thereto  is  exactly  that  which  is  requisite  and  absolotx^ly 
necessary  to  be  done  in  regard  to  the  water  approaches  at  Boston, 
League  Island,  Mare  Island^  and  at  Norfolis,  differing  only  in  this,  to 
wit,  lesser  cost  for  channel  improvements  and  lesser  cost  of  dry-dock 
construction  at  Bound  Bay  than  at  any  one  of  said  four  places,  eyeu 
supposing  it  to  be  of  granite  or  of  granite  and  concrete. 

ISaid  naval  dry-dock  board,  in  its  report  on  page  7  of  S^iate  i)oc. 
107,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  alsc$  calls  attention  to  the  ftct 
that  among  the  positions  along  the  Atlantic  coast  most  likely  to  be 
sought  by  an  enemy  is  '<the  Chesapeake  Bay,"  and  among  the  positions 
along  said  coast,  strategically  important  to  be  strongly  held  by  ns,  is 
the  ''Cape  Henry  Channel  at  the  entrance  of  said  bay." 

But  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  while  a  x>erfect  defense  of  the 
<<Cape  Henry  Channel  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay"  constitutes,  no  donbt, 
a  proper  patt  of  the  perfect  defense  of  Hampton  Beads,  of  Norfolk,  of 
Newport  News,  and  of  the  mouth  of  the  James  Biver  generally,  yet  ail 
the  same,  said  defense  does  not,  and  can  not  well  be  considered  as  tbe 
complete  defense  of  the  entrance  to  Chesapeake  Bay,  between  Gape 
Henry  and  Cape  Charles,  and  hence  can  not  necessarily  be  considered 
a  complete  defense  to  the  upper  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  particniarly  of 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  approaches  to  Annapolis  and  to  the  dty  of  Balti- 
more. 

Wherefore  the  suggestion  is  respectfully  made  that,  to  aid  in  a  proper 
defense  and  stronger  protection  of  the  harbor  of  Annapolis  and  of  tbe 
United  States  Naval  Academy  and  of  the  Chesapeake  approaches  to 
Baltimore,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Chief  of  United  States  Bngi- 
neers,  and  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  Fortifications,  and  Coast  Defenses 
should  be  requested  to  duly  establish,  as  soon  as  may  be,  land  or  float- 
ing batteries,  ample  in  number,  with  guns  prox>er  in  kind,  caliber,  and 
range,  and  otherwise  properly  conditioned  and  protected,  at  Tbomss 
Point,  Tolleys  Point,  Horn  Point,  Greensbury  Point,  Hacketts  Point, 
Sandy  Point,  and  at  the  ^^  Bodkin,"  on  the  west  shore  of  the  Cheea- 
peake  Bay,  and  t^so  along  the  western  shore  of  Kent  Island,  or  by 
properly  utilizing  the  shallow  water  at,  along,  or  off  all  said  named 
places,  and  because  between  said  named  points  and  Kent  Island  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  is  not  only  the  narrowest  possible  from  Balttrooie  to 
the  capes  of  the  Chesapeake,  but  this  zone  or  section  of  the  bay  eonsti- 
tntes  the  extreme  northern  limit  of  its  deep  water;  so  much  so,  in  fact, 
that  the  United  States  engineers,  in  order  to  secure  a  depth  of  27  feet  of 
water  for  the  bay  channel  to  Baltimore,  have  been  compelled  to  dredge 
the  bottom  of  Chesapeake  Bay  as  far  south  as  the  mouth  of  ttie  Mago- 
thy  Biver,  which  river  debouches  into  the  Chesapeake  Bay  witJiin  tbe 
aforesaid  zone  or  section. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that,  while  such  proposed  defense  wonld 
afford  an  additional  protection  (as  near  complete  as  may  be)  to  Balti- 
more and  to  the  harbor  of  the  capital  of  this  State,  it  wonld  also 
materially  afford  a  proper  protection  by  way  of  a  rear  defense  to  tiie 
national  capital  at  Washington,  buttressed,  as  it  were,  n{)on  the  vest 
shore  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

This  matter  has  already  received  the  careful  attention  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Maryland  at  its  present  session,  and  a  joint  resolation 
and  memorial  to  Congress  in  regard  thereto  has  unanimooaly  passed 
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OQse  of  delegates  aud  State  senate,  copy  whereof  is  submitted 
rith  (Exhibit  No.  37A). 

view  of  these  premises,  and  also  because  said  fortification  matters 
or  under  the  law  or  customs  of  the  military  service)  would  seem 
rolve  primarily  rather  upon  the  War  Department  than  upon  Con- 
f  it  is  therefore  respectfully  suggested  that  the  delegation  now  in 
ress  irom  Maryland  may  duly  address  a  communication  to  the 
tary  of  War,  requesting  that  under  his  direction  a  careful  examina- 
16  made  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  and  Board  of  Ordnance  and 
^cations  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  at  all  the  several  points  and  places 
d  herein,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  probable  cost  of  duly 
lishing  proper  batteries,  floating  or  permanent,  at  each  thereof  at 
rly  date,  including  all  costs  of  acquiring  title  of  ground  at  all  said 
»  and  places  adequate  to  establish  said  batteries,  and  that  the 
»  of  their  said  examinations  be  immediately  thereafter  duly 
ted  to  Congress  for  its  information. 

new,  however,  of.  existing  international  conditions,  it  is  alterna- 
'  suggested  that  the  results  of  such  an  examination  by  said  Fortifi- 
1  Board  might  well  be  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
lent,  and  that  the  proper  defense  of  said  named  places  might 
t>y  be  secured,  and  the  total  cost  thereof  might  be  properly  defrayed 
the  $50,000.0(X)  appropriated  March  10, 1898,  by  Congress  to  be 
ided  at  the  President's  discretion ;  provided  always  that  such  costs 
not  be  proi^erly  paid  out  of  other  appropriations  for  coast  defenses 
>fore  or  to  be  hereafter  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June30, 1899. 
i  views  herein  expressed  are  fully  confirmed  by  the  Baltimore  Sun 

editorial  in  its  edition  of  Wednesday,  March  24, 1898,  as  follows, 

•  • 

DEFENSE  OF  AKKAPOUS. 

tlireatened  troable  with  Spain  had  the  effeot  of  disclosing  the  defenseless 
ion  of  certain  parts  of  this  country.  As  soon  as  war  seemed  imminent 
B8S  was  brought  face  to  face  with  the  exposed  condition  of  our  seaports,  and 
tly  Toted  an  emergency  fnnd  to  the  JE^resident,  to  be  used  according  to  his  dis- 
I. 

President  at  once  sat  to  work  on  the  coast  defenses,  and  in  a  marveloasly 
ime  fortifications  have  been  completed  or  placed  under  way,  big  guns  mounted 
I  additional  force  of  artillerymen  enlisted  to  work  themr  Work  which  had 
f  begun  for  the  defense  of  Baltimore  at  North  Point  and  Hawkins  Point,  on 
topsco,  was  hnrried  up,  and  the  force  at  the  Sheridans  Point  battery,  on  the 
ae,  warn  donbled.    The  latter  battery  is  designed  for  the  protection  of  Wash- 

from  the  approach  of  a  naval  force. 

planting  of  these  batteries  on  the  Patapsco  and  Potomac  is  a  concession  that 
Msible  for  a  hostile  fleet  to  enter  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  Should  snoh  an  event 
pily  oocor,  such  a  fleet  would  find  the  capital  of  Maryland  and  the  seat  of  a 
nportant  government  institntion  absolutely  defenseless  and  open  to  capture  or 
Btion.  Not  only  this.  Annapolis  is  the  seaport  and  gate  to  Washington,  from 
it  is  distant  less  than  25  miles,  and,  as  the  nearest  seaport  of  the  national 
I,  it  should  be  protected. 

whether  W^ashington  would  be  in  any  danger  or  not,  Annapolis  is  of  itself 
$ntly  important  to  demand  protection,  and  it  should  be  fortified.  It  is  hoped 
he  Maryland  representatives  in  both  houses  of  the  Congress  will  call  the 
ent'a  attention  to  this  matter  and  urge  the  expenditure  of  a  portion  of  the 
lillions  appropriated  for  defense  in  fortifying  and  protecting  the  capital  of 
tate  and  tne  Naval  Academy.  One-half  of  the  fifty  millions,  it  is  reported, 
:«ady  been  spent,  and  if  a  portion  of  it  is  to  be  used  for  Annapolis  there  is 
e  to  be  lost. 

Idition  to  these  defenses,  the  advantages  of  a  great  Government  dry  dock  in 
rem,  close  to  Washington  and  Baltimore,  and  secure  from  foreign  attack,  are 
int,  and  the  bill  providing  for  the  construction  of  such  a  work  should  be 

as  speedily  as  possible— indeed,  it  might  be  advisable  to  spend  some  portion  of 
lergency  fnnd  in  this  and  other  works  at  Annapolis.  The  old  Statehouse 
be  a  most  oonspicnous  mark  for  target  practice  by  hostile  ships  going  up  the 
ad  it  would  be  an  everlaHting  disgrace  to  permit  tho  capital  of  one  of  the 
to  be  destroyed  by  an  invader. 
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In  this  connection,  I  sabmit  herewith  a  brief  memorandam  of  the 
powers  and  duties,  under  the  law,  of  said  Fortification  BoanI,  with  foil 
references  to  its  vast  labors  in  the  past  at  other  places  along  our  sea- 
coast;  but  wherein  the  places  along  the  Chesapeake  Bay  herein  named 
have  not  received  the  official  attention  of  said  board  (Exhibit  No.  38.) 

I  also  submit  herewith  (Exhibit  No.  39)  an  article  entitled  <' Coast 
defense  works,"  the  same  being  a  table  of  estimales,  itemi^dd,  sub- 
mitted by  General  Miles,  U.  8.  A.,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  of  the  several  sums  of  money  alleged  to  be  necessary  and  reeom- 
mended  to  be  appropriated  by  the  Fifty-iifth  Congress,  second  session, 
to  protect  the  places  nam(  d  in  said  article. 

This  table  (which  also  fails  to  include  any  of  the  places  named  herein) 
shows  that  the  estimate  for  the  defense  of  our  Atlantic  coast  from 
Maine  to  Florida  aggregate  the  sum  of  $10,915,500,  distributed  geo- 
graphically as  follows,  to  wit: 

For  the  coasts  along  the  States  north  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  the  sum  of 
$7,796,500;  for  the  coast  along  the  States  south  of  and  including  Ches- 
apeake Bay  and  Ham])ton  Roads  and  the  approaches  to  Washington 
City,  the  sum  of  $3,119,000. 

In  other  words,  the  distribution  for  the  States  north  of  Chesapeake 
Bay  is  as  to  the  distribution  for  the  States  south  of  Chesapeake  Bay 
as  is  1  to  2^. 

I  have  the  honor  to  again  invite  your  attention  to  the  two  bills  here- 
tofore referred  to  as  exhibits  7  and  8,  to  wit:  Senate  bill  No.  2528  and 
House  bill  No.  4371,  FitYy-fifth  Congress,  second  session;  the  former 
introduced  by  Senator  Hale  and  the  latter  by  Kepresentative  Louden* 
slager,  each  having  for  its  object  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $5,558,112 
for  the  construction  of  new  dry  docks  and  for  the  betterment  of  old  diy 
docks  at  the  specitic  places  named  therein. 

You  will  observe  that  none  of  said  places  can  well  be  said  to  be  sit- 
uated on  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  unless  the  Norfolk  Navy- Yard  can  be 
so  considered,  and  the  last  action  of  the  House  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  March  22, 1898,  seems  to  have  even  left  Norfolk  out  of  present 
consideration.*  The  effect  of  this  action  of  the  House  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  has  been  to  enlist  the  zealous  efforts  of  some  of  the  delega- 
tion in  Congress  from  Virginia  to  secure  for  the  Norfolk  Navy- Yard  a 
degree  of  Congressional  recognition  on  new  dry  docks  such  as  said 
committee  has  accorded  to  the  other  fdaces  named  in  its  said  recom- 
mendations. 

In  confirmation  of  this  recital,  I  submit  the  following  extract  from 
the  Washington  Post  of  March  21, 1898,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

DRY  DOCK  AT  NORFOLK.— ATTEMPT  TO  BB  MADB  TO  RB8TORS  ITBM  IN  APFBOPRIAnOV 

BILL. 

Norfolk,  Va.^  March  20. — A  strennoas  effort  is  to  be  made  to  hare  restored  to  the 
naviftl  appropriation  bill  the  item  proTidiug  for  tlie  constmction  of  a  dry  dock  at 
this  navy-yard  capable  of  holding  battle  ships  and  cmisers  of  the  larsest  titt. 
Naval  officers  stationed  here  say  that  delay  in  the  matter  or  refusal  on  toe  part  of 
Congress  to  provide  the  necessary  docking  facilities  for  the  Hampton  Roads  nsvil 
rendezvous  will  simply  place  the  largest  vessels  in  onr  fleet  at  the  meroy  of  the 
enemy  in  the  event  of  hostilities.  Repairs  can  not  be  made  to  the  hulls  of  shipi 
after  a  fight  unless  adequate  dry-dock  facilities  are  available.  Con^essmiui  Yoan^ 
will  make  a  strong  tight  for  the  restoration  of  the  item.  Officers  are  of  the  opinios 
that  the  present  &j  dock  should  be  lengthened,  if  it  is  impossible  to  secnx«  a  new 
one. 


*  See  naval  appropriation  bill,  H.  R.  No.  9378.  :ind  Honse  report  thereon,  No.  T5y 
Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  npoited  tt)  the  House  March  22,  1898. 
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Bat  in  reference  to  establishing  a  new  dry  dock  at  Norfolk,  your 
attention  is  called  to  the  recitals  of  said  naval  dry  dock  board  on  pn^e 
8  of  Senate  Doo.  Iso,  107,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

Were  the  water  approaches  of  a  nature  to  warrant,  the  Norfolk  Navy-Yard  wonid 
be  the  proper  location  for  such  a  dock,  but  the  cbanDel  from  the  open  water  of 
Hampton  Soada  to  the  naTy-yard  is  10  miles  long,  through  narrow  and  dredged 
channels,  has  a  depth  of  bnt  25  feet  at  low  water,  and  is  so  narrow  that  the  acci- 
dental sinking  of  any  lar^e  vessel  in  it  would  eft'ectnaUy  block  the  fairway.  The 
board  is  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  Norfolk  in  its  present  condition  is  not  a  proper 
place  Ibr  the  largest  ^pe  of  dock  required  by  the  strategical  importance  of  the 
location. 

At  Newport  Newt  are  sufficient  water  and  good  conditions  generally  for  a  first- 
class  floating  dock,  and  at  tbis  place  a  steel  double-sided  combined  floating  and 
graving  dock  is  recommended  unless  tbe  channel  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Norfolk 
be  increased,  ooncnrrently  with  the  building  of  the  dock  at  Norfolk,  to  a  width  of 
400  feet  and  a  depth  of  90  feet  at  mean  low  water,  in  which  event  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  boani  is  tbat  the  concrete  graving  dock  referred  to  under  **  Norfolk 
Navy-Yard"  be  constructed. 

From  this  recital  it  therefore  fully  officially  appears,  in  order  to  secure 
at  Boston,  League  Island,  Mare  Island,  and  Norfolk  new  dry  docks  of 
tbe  standard  requirements  as  recommended  by  said  naval  dry-dock 
board,  that  the  channel  approaches  to  all  of  said  docks  must  be  improved 
or  bettered  so  as  to  secure  an  adequate  width  and  depth  of  water  con- 
tmuonsly  along  such  channels. 

These  conditions  are  identical  with  those  existing  in  the  case  of  the 
proposed  dry  dock  at  Bound  Bay^,  and  therefore  place  said  five-named 
places  upon  one  and  the  same  plane  for  Congressional  consideration 
(all  other  things  being  equal),  with  this  exception  only,  that  the  con- 
struction and  establishing  such  a  dry  dock  at  Hound  Bay,  while  less  in 
cost,  would  be  a  permanent  object  lesson  to  the  students  and  post  grad- 
uates of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy. 

I  respectfully  submit  to  you,  in  connection  with  the  proposed  dry  dock 
at  Round  Bay,  that  some  cognizance  should  betaken  of.  the  fact  that  at 
this  time  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  honorable  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Reprevsentatives,  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  in  both  Senate  and  House,  the  honorable 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  the  honorable  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  House  Rules  (which  committees  outline  and 
absolutely  control  the  naval  policy  of  our  country  during  the  Fifty-fifth 
Congress),  are  all  from  the  New  England  States,  while  the  State  of 
Maryland  is  not  represented  on  any  one  of  said  four  important  com- 
mittees, which,  in  connection  with  said  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  so  largely 
designate  and  fix  the  exact  localities  at  which  so  many  millions  of  Fed- 
eral money  for  ships,  yards,  docks,  etc.,  shall  now,  and  in  the  very  near 
future,  be  duly  ex])ended.  In  evidence  whereof  see  extract  from  New 
York  Journal,  March  22, 1898,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

An  important  action  ^as  taken  to-day  hy  Secretary  Long  in  reopening  the  Ports- 
mouth (K.  H.)  Navy- Yard  to  naval  work.  This  yard  has  heen  virtnally  closed  ever 
•iace  the  war.  The  facilities  there  have  heen  paltry.  The  present  emergency  has 
warranted  an  additional  plant  for  the  speedy  repair  of  vessels  of  war.  It  was  desired 
that  there  should  he  at  least  two  ^ards  on  the  New  England  coast  which  would 
accommodate  disahled  vessels.  With  this  end  in  view,  Secretary  Long  to-day 
directed  the  purchase,  after  calls  for  hids,  of  materials,  such  as  tools  and  general 
sopplies,  to  the  extent  of  $20,000. 

Tne  ^Mcr  and  the  Alliance,  of  the  older  navy,  will  proceed  at  once  to  the  Ports- 
raooth  yard  and  be  extensively  repaired.  Secretary  Long  contemplated  sending 
the  MmekUu  to  Portsmonth  also,  hut  has  abandoned  this  i&A,  and  has  ordered  the 
JUmIUm  to  the  Boston  yacO. 
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A  circamstnnce  so  aiiomaloas,  and  a  condition  of  national  naTsd 
affairs  so  important  as  these  would  seem  to  be,  should  not,  I  respect* 
fully  submit,  be  permitted  to  go  without  some  notice  on  the  part  of  the 
delegation  in  Congress  from  Maryland. 

If  for  no  other  reason,  then,  such  notice  should  be  taken  because  of 
the  exceeding  great  value  and  importance  to  the  nation,  in  peace  and 
in  war,  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  the  largest  arm  of  the  sea  along  ooi 
Atlantic  coast,  and  also  because  of  the  present  location  of  the  United 
States  Naval  Academy  (a  national  institution  which  should  nevei 
escape  your  fostering  care  and  zealous  and  immediate  supervision), 
both  of  which  are  situated  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Maryland 
facts  which  I  respectfully  submit  are  duly  entitled  to  your  highest  con 
sideration  before  the  Fifty-fifth  Congress. 

When,  therefore,  the  regular  naval  appropriation  bill  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1899  (H.  B.  937(S),  is  under  consideration  in  Gou 
gress,  it  is  suggested  that  an  amendment  be  duly  proposed  theretc 
covering  all  that  which  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  has  petitioned 
Congress  (as  recited  in  said  Exhibit  No.  5). 

I  therefore  respectfully  submit  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
delegation  in  Congress  from  Maryland  that  if  Congress  shall  finally 
ignore  the  very  great  advantages  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  when  provid- 
ing for  new  dry  docks,  or  shall  in  its  legislation  generally  on  this  sub- 
ject exclude  Bound  Bay  as  one  of  the  sites  selected  whereat  to  establisb 
such  dry  dock  (notwithstanding  the  special  advantages  possessed  by  it 
as  herein  so  fully  demonstrated),  then  most  surely  such  exclusion  can 
but  serve  to  emphasize  the  utterances  of  complaint  heretofore  so  fre- 
quently made,  and  especially  by  the  Baltimore  Sun,  in  regard  to  the 
past  and  continuing  ^Unequitable  geographical  distribution  of  the 
public  moneys.'^ 

I  therefore  invite  your  attention  to  the  declaration  of  this  council, 
heretofore  expressed  on  this  same  subject  and  recited  on  pages  42-45 
in  Senate  Doc.  No.  21,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  which  I 
deem  of  sufficient  value  and  importance  in  these  premises  to  here 
reproduce,  and  which  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

INBQUITABLB  DISTRIBUTION  OF  TBE  EXPEimiTURE  OF  THM  PUBUG  llOKBTB  OF  TBM 

UNITED  STATES. 

In  conclDsion  this  conncU  respectfully  invites  special  attention  to  the  ineqnitable 
distribution  of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  moneys  during  the  thirty  yean  list 
past;  showing  that  the  large  expenditnre  for  supplies  for  the  Army,  Navy^  and  eivil 
service,  for  building  ships,  dry  docks,  manufacturing  cannon,  rifles,  maskets,  pistolSy 
and  guns  generally,  gun  carriages,  ammnnition,  orduance  and  fortifications,  maio* 
taining  shipyards,  repairing  ships,  and  for  the  construction  of  public  buildiugs,  and 
contracts  for  Government  supplies  generally,  have  been  chiefly  made  in  Northen 
and  Northwestern  States. 

This  matter  has  grown  so  grave  that  this  council  is  of  opinion  that  the  time  has 
fnlly  arrived  when  the  attention  of  Congress  should  be  directed  to  the  same,  with  • 
view  of  securing  a  more  equitable  distribution  geogniphically  of  the  expenditoreof 
the  public  moneys. 

The  Baltimore  Snn  of  September  29, 1897,  makes  reference  to  this  subject  generslly 
in  an  editorial  as  follows : 

''armor  plants  in  the  south. 

''Now  that  it  is  universally  conceded  that  iron  and  steel  are  prodnoed  more  eheapl] 
in  the  South  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  it  is  but  right  and  proper  thai  th< 
proposed  armor  plant  of  the  Federal  Government  should  be  located  in  Maryland,  Ala 
bama,  or  Tennessee.  The  South  has  been  too  much  ignored  in  the  distribution  of  tb 
indirect  benefits  of  Governmental  expenditure.  Taxes  are  collected  in  the  Sontl 
with  great  promptucHs,  both  internal  taxes  and  tarlfl'  taxes  paid  on  goods  importet 
through  Northern  porte,  or  on  domestic  goodS;  whose  price  is  enhanced  by  dntie 
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Ud  for  the  benefit  of  Norfehem  maniiilMtitren.  With  like  pxomptitiide  aond  nadineM 
the  oatgoinff  current  of  money  ftxHB  tho  Federal  Treaimry  ehoiild,  m  far  ae  possible, 
be  directed  by  the  spending  departments  in  equitable  proporti<ms  to  the  seetions 
from  whieh  it  came.  This  has  been  reeognfaed  as  respects  tne  PaoMo  Coast  and  the 
Korthwest,  bat  not  as  respects  the  S6ntil. 

"The  mterest  of  the  Government  is  of  eonna  the  first  eonsideration.  Contracts 
•honld  go  to  the  lowest  bidder  and  GoTemmeirt  plants  should  be  located  where  they 
will  give  the  best  and  most  economical  lesalts.  Tliis  is  the  eomct  general  princi- 
ple. It  was  not  observed  whMi  it  was  provided  in  an  act  of  Congress  that  more 
•hoald  be  paid  per  ton  for  war  ships  bailt  on  the  Paoifte  Coast  than  for  those  bailt 
at  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  or  Philadelphia,  nor  has  it  been  observed  in  regard  to  other 
objects  of  ezpenditnre.  Favoritism  has  too  often  decided  where  oontraets  and  Qov- 
emment  plants  shall  go.  Political  "  pulls  *'  have  fmt  many  years  cansed  contracts  for 
diips,  gnns,  armor,  ammunition,  paper,  and  other  snpplies  to  go  to  certain  Northern 
States.  While  it  is  tme  that  the  lower  price  should  command  contracts,  there  has 
not  tor  many  years  been  an  impartial  attitnde  toward  eontracton.  The  dmtribntion 
of  contracts  has  been  distinctly  geographical,  sectional,  and  politicid,  and  at  the 
■ame  time  decidedly  ineqnitable.  Even  the  mannfactaring  establishments  operated 
by  the  Govemmnnt  have  been  inequitably  distiibatsd,  all  the  important  ones  being 
located  in  the  North.  This  has  had  its  effect  in  delaying  the  industrial  deyelopment 
of  the  ^*onlSl. 

"The  establishment  by  the  Government  of  its  plant  for  the  manufoetore  of  armor 
in  the  South  would  be  strictly  in  accord  with  sound  principles  of  economy.  It  would 
pay.  Armor  for  war  ships  ought  to  be  made  by  the  Crovemment  in  the  South,  because 
It  can  be  more  cheaply  made  there  than  elsewhere.  This  is  a  solid  reason,  which  can 
not  be  ignored.  If  it  could  not  be  made  there  more  cheaply  than  in  the  North,  but 
only  at  ^e  same  price,  still  regard  for  the  principle  of  equitably  distributing  Gov- 
emment  expenditures  would  require  a  Sonthem  location  of  the  proposed  plant. 
Much  moTB  when  the  South  offers  the  advantages  of  economy  and  immunity  from 
attack  by  sea.  Alluding  to  the  demand  of  Southern  representatives  that  these  advan- 
tages should  now  at  length  be  given  a  tardy  recognition,  the  New  York  Herald  speaks 
at  length  of  '  the  great  advantages  possessed  by  these  States  in  cheapness  of  coal, 
iron,  labor,  and  transportation,'  and  the  sentimental  plea  of  '  the  existing  discrinii- 
nation  against  the  South  in  the  establishment  of  Government  institutions,  notably 
of  such  as  are  related  to  the  necessities  of  naval  defonse.' 

"The  Merald  thinks  that  'the  steel  workers  reared  in  the  North  will  not  like  the 
proposed  sites  in  the  South,'  but  the  Herald  should  consider  that  the  preforenoes  of 
the  Northern  steel  workers  are  not  the  main  consideration.  It  forgets  also  that  few 
of  the  steel  worken  at  existing  plants  in  Pennsylvania  are  Americans,  but  are 
ifflpoTted  from  fareijrn  countriea.  These  imported  workmen  would  as  readily  go  to 
Alabama  as  to  Pennsylvania;  and  experience  shows  that  Northern  workers  have  no 
ftTsrsion  to  good  jobs  in  large  private  plants  now  operated  in  the  South.'' 

CertaiB  references  to  dry  docks  were  made  Mareh  24, 1898,  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  while  the  navi^  appropriation 
bill  (H.  B.  9378)  was  being  debated  which,  unexplained,  do  not  fully  or 
exactly  harmonize  with  other  references  made  in  regard  to  the  same 
sabject  recited  in  the  re|K>rts  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nayy  and  of  the 
naval  dry-dock  board  (which  latter  report  in  said  debate  was  declared 
to  be  "  purely  advisory''). 

For  the  purpose  of  comparing  said  recitals  or  references  with  those 
on  dry  docks  cout.ained  in  Exhibits  2  and  3  herewith,  an  extract  from 
page  3502  of  the  Congressional  Record  of  March  24, 1898^  is  therefore 
now  submitted  herewith,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Mr.  BouTKLLB  of  Maine.  I  am  hnmiliated  to  And  that  I  have  ooonpied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  coonuittee  for  this  length  of  time,  when  I  only  intended  to  sjieak  a 
very  few  minntes. 

lir.  Chairman,  I  perhaps  onght  to  make  a  reference  to  two  other  featnres  of  this 
bill.  One  of  them  is  the  matter  of  dry  docks.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  his 
annual  report  made  eertain  specific  recommendations  of  the  very  great  importance 
of  additional  dry-dock  facilities.  In  my  own  judgment  there  was  some  exaggeration 
in  the  statement  that  found  utterance  in  the  press  last  year  as  to  the  failure  of  Con- 
gress in  the  past  to  do  its  dnty,  hecanse  if  the  great  docks  that  w«  had  aathorized 
Sad  been  properly  eonstrncted  certain  difiBcalties  that  did  arise  would  not  have 
oecnrred. 

But  it  is  too  late  to  go  back  now  and  hunt  for  last  year's  birds'  nests.    The  Secre- 
tary ot  the  Navy  has  earnestly  recommended  the  authoriastioii  of  additional  docks. 
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That  those  docks  will  be  reqaired  in  the  fntiire  is  more  obvious  now  than  it  was  six 
months  ago.  There  are  a  great  many  more  people  in  this  country  to-day  who  an 
reconciled  to  the  idea  that  we  must  maintain  a  reasonably  strong  Navy  than  then 
were  a  year  ago  or  perhaps  six  months  ago. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  have  taken  under  consideration  all  of  these  recom- 
mendationSy  and  after  a  long  period  of  hearing  bv  the  sabcommittee,  of  which  the 
gentleman  firom  California  [Mr.  Hilbom]  is  the  cnairman,  they  have  recommended 
to  the  full  committee  and  the  full  committee  indorsed  the  provisions  which  are  now 
in  this  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  dry  dock  at  Portsmouth,  N.  U.,  where  there  iano 
dock  now;  for  the  erection  of  a  new  dock  at  Boston,  where  there  is  only  an  inferior 
and  uudersized  stone  dock ;  for  the  erection  of  an  additional  dock  at  Leagne  Island, 
Pa.,  our  only  fresh- water  yard,  unless  Mare  Island  is  called  a  fresh- water  yard— the 
only  fresh-water  yard  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

Mr.  BuTLRR.  The  only  fresh- water  yard  on  any  coast. 

Mr.  BouTKLLE  of  Maine.  My  friend  from  Mare  Island  will  not  admit  that  the 
water  is  brackish  there,  where  they  have  not  a  dock  large  enough  to  take  in  our 
largest  battle  ship.  Mare  Island  is  900  miles  from  Port  Orchard,  where  we  built  a 
dry  dock  some  years  ago ;  and  for  the  construction  of  a  steel  floating  dock  at  Algien, 
La.,  opposite  New  Orleans,  there  being  no  facility  of  any  kind  now  anywhere  along 
the  Gulf  coast. 

Members  will  find  the  recommendations  of  the  Department  in  the  annual  report, 
and  the  committee  have  deemed  it  wise  to  make  to  the  House  these  reoommendationa 
for  additions  in  that  regard. 

Mr.  Bromwbll.  Are  all  of  these  proposed  docks  of  sufficient  eapaoity  to  dock  oar 
largest  war  vessels  t 

Mr.  Boutellb  of  Maine.  I  will  say  to  my  friend  from  Ohio  that  we  have  been 
somewhat  disappointed  in  the  constrnction  of  some  of  these  docks  in  the  past,  and 
that  we  labored  to  get  the  wording  of  this  bill  in  such  shape  that  it  will  prevent 
the  possibility  of  building  a  dock  anywhere  hereafter  that  shall  not  be  ealonlated 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  our  largest  vessel.    The  wording  in  the  bill  la: 

''Said  dry  docks  to  bo  not  less  than  700  feet  in  length,  and  of  other  dimenaiona 
sufficient  to  meet  the  present  and  probable  future  requirements  of  the  largest  vessela 
of  the  Navy  and  auxiliary  fleet." 

Mr.  Bknnett.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to  aak  him  a  question ff 

Mr.  Lewis  of  Washington.  Will  the  gentleman  permit  me  to  suggest 

Mr.  BouTELLE  of  Maine.  I  will  answer  one  gentleman  at  a  time.  I  yield  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bennett]. 

Mr.  Bennett.  Was  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Nsry 
Department  a  short  time  a^o  to  report  to  Congress  on  the  selection  of  location  of 
dry  docks — ^was  that  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTatnt 

Mr.  BouTELLE  of  Maine.  I  understand  it  was  exhaustively  considered  by  the  aub- 
committee  and  the  full  committee. 

Mr.  Bennett.  Were  any  of  those  places  selected  by  the  Naval  Committee  f 

Mr.  Boutellb  of  Maine.  Why,  yes;  nearly  all  of  them.  The  only  one,  I  think, 
was  League  Island 

Mr.  Bennett.  What  was  the  recommendation  of  the  board  t 

Mr.  BouTKLLE  of  Maine.  In  regard  to  League  Island  f 

Mr.  Bennett.  Yes. 

Mr.  Boutellb  of  Maine.  They  made  no  recommendation. 

Mr.  Bknnett.  They  made  no  recommendation  for  the  Pacific  coastf 

Mr.  Boutellb  of  Maine.  But  the  gentleman  must  understand  we  were  not  neeea- 
sarily  governed  by  that  report     It  was  purely  advisory. 

Mr.  Bbnnbtt.  I  was  simply  asking  for  information,  to  see  whether  that  report  hsd 
had  any  weight  with  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  or  not. 

Mr.  BouTELT^  of  Maine.  My  understanding  is,  I  will  say,  that  everyone  of  theae 
docks  except  one  has  been  authorized  in  this  bill  according  to  the  recommendatioua 
of  the  Bunco  board. 

Mr.  Lewis  of  Washington.  I  will  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  the  gentleman  from  Oliio  asked  whether  these  docks  will 
accommodate  the  large  war  vessels  we  have. 

I  desire  to  remind  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the  drv  dock  at  Port  Orebnrd, 
within  my  district,  is  able  to  accommodaite  the  largest  vessels  we  have  in  the  Na^y- 
It  has  lately  accommodated  the  Oregon  with  perfect  ease  and  complete  facility.  I 
take  the  liberty  to  make  the  suggestion,  lest  it  may  have  escaped  the  honorsblo 
gentleman  at  the  time  the  question  was  asked. 

Mr.  BoUTBLLB  of  Maine.    I  am  simply  speaking  of  the  additional  docks. 

Mr.  Lewis  of  Washington.  I  thought  it  mignt  have  escaped  the  gentlemi&'ft 
attention. 

Mr.  Boutellb  of  Maine.  The  dock  at  Port  Orchard  is  a  large  and  admirable  dock, 
and  further  provision  is  made  for  it  in  this  bilL 
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Mr.  Johnson  of  Indiana.    And  it  is  in  the  gentleman's  district. 

Iff.  BouTKLLK  of  Maine.    And  an  additional  recommendation  is  the  fact  that  It  is 

sited  in  the  eentlenian's  district.     [Lansrhter.] 

fir.  Lkwis  of  WaBhington.  I  have  no  doabt  that  that  dock  has  derived  much 

ie£t  from  the  fact  that  it  is  in  my  district,    f  Laughter.] 

fr.  BocJTKLLE  of  Maine.  Now  there  in  one  other  topic  I  wish  to  refer  to.    That  is 

matter  of  armor.    We  have  debated  that 

It.  RoBBiNS.  Before  you  leave  the  qnestion  of  dry  docks,  I  desire  to  ask  you  a 
stton. 

T.  BoUTKLLB  of  Maine.  This  whole  matter  will  be  discussed  under  the  flve-minute 
I  on  these  items. 
r.  Bobbins.  I  know. 

r.  BoUTBixB  of  Maine.  I  am  only  making  a  preliminary  statement, 
r.  Bobbins.  What  I  wanted  to  know  is  the  necessity  for  the  dock  at  Portsmouth, 
ear  the  dock  at  Boston  f 

r.  BOOTSIXK  of  Maine.  Great  Britain  has  a  dozen  docks  in  one  yard.  The  reason 
;  plaee  is  provided  is  becanse  we  have  a  very  extensive  plant  of  over  a  million 
ars  invested  in  machinery  and  facilities  for  complete  repair  of  ships  that  has 
I  inTested  daring  the  last  fifty  years,  and  that  a  dry  dock  is  an  essential  part  of 
vy>yard;  and  also,  I  presume,  more  or  less  based  on  the  fact  that  experts  in 
kegy  have  held  for  many  years  that  the  seat  of  a  foreign  war  on  the  ocean  would 
ikely  to  locate  itself  somewhere  off  the  New  England  coast  or  between  Gardi- 
Bay  and  Halifax,  and  also  that  there  is  a  groat  depth  of  water  there. 
>a  mast  remember  that  the  United  States  co.'ist  is  of  a  very  peculiar  conforma- 
.  I  do  not  know  how  many  gentlemen  of  this  House  may  have  had  themselves 
igbt  into  a  recognition  of  the  fact  that  from  New  York  Harbor,  from  the  Jersey 
ihf  Long  Branch,  snd  all  the  way  along  the  coast  of  the  United  ^^tates  to  Gal- 
on Harbor  there  is  such  a  uniform  conCoruiation  of  the  shore  that  a  man  would 
»  to  be  Tory  expert  when  lande<i  in  the  night  to  be  able  to  tell  where  he  was. 
n  Bascom  down  to  near  Galventon  it  is  a  shoal  sandy  beach  all  along  our  coast, 
oar  harbors  as  we  go  south  suffer  in  depth  of  water. 

tie  deepest  water  is  otf  the  coast  of  the  Northern  States,  where  the  coast  is  rook 
nd  and  the  openings  to  the  harbors  deeper.  In  mv  district,  which  runs  down 
ard  the  Bay  of  Fnndy,  we  have  a  rise  and  fall  of  tide,  in  some  places,  of  30  feet, 
eh  fhmlshes  harbors  that  ran  give  any  depth  required.  Portsmouth  has  more 
th  of  water,  and  Portland,  Me.,  gives  an  unrivaled  harbor  as  to  depth.  As  you 
oath,  the  depth  of  water  decreases. 

lie  manlier  in  which  other  goveruiDents  have  heretofore  atilized  and 
still  utilizing  the  great  arms  of  the  sea  or  magnificent  bays  within 
Ir  own  limits  for  defensive  purposes — going  so  far,  in  fact,  as  to  con- 
^t  such  great  bays  by  means  of  gigantic  canals — should  teach  a  lesson 
>ar  Government  to  be  learned  with  profit,  a  lesson  which  should  be 
>lied  at  this  time  not  only  to  this  case,  but  which  may  hereafter  be 
0  applied  to  connect  by  a  canal  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bays — 
reposition  frequently  referred  to  by  this  council  in  Senate  Ex.  Doc. 
.  21,  Fifty -fifth  Congress,  second  session;  and  it  is  for  this  reason  I 
w  invite  your  attention  to  one  of  the  latest  proiK)sitions  of  the  Eus- 
n  Government,  to  wit,  to  connect  the  Baltic  and  Black  seas  by  a 
:antic  canal  to  be  traversed  by  its  battle  ships,  and  as  recited  in  a 
morandum  submitted  herewitli  in  said  appendix  and  marked 
txbibit  No.  40."  Other  exhibits  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Register  of 
Tch  12, 1898,  and  Washington  Post,  March  9  and  14,  and  Washington 
St  of  March  16,  1898,  are  submitted  herewith  (Exhibits  Nos.  46,  47, 
• 

n  conclnsion,  the  suggestion  is  also  respectfully  submitted  that  an 
endment  might  be  submitted,  either  to  the  regular  naval  appropria- 
s  bill  (H.  R.  9378)  or  to  one  of  said  two  dry  dock  bills  of  the  form 
¥  submitted  herewith  (Exhibit  No,  41),  so  as  to  fully  include  the  two 
•positions  of  the  improvement  of  the  Severn  River  and  constructing 
Tj  dock  thereon  at  Round  Bay,  as  recited  in  8.  2778.  I  am  confl- 
it  that  I  reflect  not  only  the  views  of  this  council^  but  also  the  views 
be-people  generally  of  this  State,  as  embodied  in  the  aforesaid  joint 
>latioii  and  memorial  to  Congress  of  the  general  assembly  of  Mary- 
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land  (Exhibit  No.  5),  in  declaring  that  the  matter  of  luiproviDg  the 
Severn  Siver  and  locating  a  dry  dock  thereon  at  Boand  Bay  is  entitted 
to  your  highest  consideratiou,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  eyidence 
of  the  appreciation  of  these  two  national  works  (both  wholly  witiiin  the 
limits  of  this  State)  of  the  delegation  now  in  Congress  from  Maryland 
will  be  best  shown  to  our  people  by  the  passage  of  some  separate  bill 
or  by  an  amendment  to  the  regular  naval  appropriation  bill  (II.  E.  9378) 
during  the  second  session  of  the  Fifty-fifkh  Congress,  such  as  will  secure 
to  this  State  and  to  the  nation  so  commendable  a  public  measure  as  the 
one  contained  in  Senator  Gorman's  naid  Senate  bill  Ko.  2778,  when  daly 
amended  as  herein  suggested  in  Exhibit  No.  41  and  in  the  herewith 
proposed  amendment  to  H.  B.  No.  9378. 

I  am,  sirs,  yours,  very  truly  and  respectftilly, 

BiGHD.  H.  Green, 
Mayor  of  the  City  o/AnnajfoliSj  State  of  MaryinMd, 
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Exhibit  No.  L 

[Seii«ite  Docament  No.  2t,  Fifty-fifth  Congrvsn,  Mcond  HeMtoA.] 


Mr.  Gorman  presented  the  following 

SOLUTIONS  OF  THE  MA70R,  COUNSELOR,  AND  ALDERMEN  OF 
SE  CIT7  OF  ANNAPOLIS,  BCD.,  IN  FAVOR  OF  AN  APPROPRIA- 
[ON  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  SEVERN  RIVER,  IN  THE 
TATE  OF  MARYLAND. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  October  i5, 1897. 

)eab  Sib:  In  accordance  with  resolution  of  mayor,  counselor,  and 
ermen  of  the  city  of  Annapolis,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  this 
r  to  you  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  by  them  passed,  together  with 
3fK>rt  in  support  thereof,  to  which  you  are  respectfully  asked  to  give 
ir  ]»rompt,  full,  and  favorable  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  truly, 

P.  E.  POBTEB,  Clerk. 
Ion.  A.  P.  Gorman, 

United  States  Senator. 


BESOLUTIONS. 


Rliereas  the  great  want  of  adequate  facilities  for  docking  United 
ites  naval  vessels  at  all  times  and  at  convenient  places  in  the  United 
ites  has  become  so  evident  to  the  public  that  the  proper  naval 
thorities  of  the  United  States  were  compelled  to  send  the  United 
ites  battle  ship  Indiana^  in  August,  1897,  to  a  British  dry  dock  at 
lifax,  Xova  Scotia,  to  be  there  docked  for  due  examination  and 
terment  (if  needed);  and 

Vhereas  it  has  been  reported  that  a  project  is  now.being  considered 
a  board  of  United  States  naval  officers  regarding  the  general  sub- 
l;-matter  of  additional  naval  docking  facilities,  with  a  view  of  sub- 
ting  an  official  report  thereon  to  Congress  at  its  next  session,  which 
ject  may  no  doubt  involve  not  only  a  proposition  to  enlarge  certain 
he  existing  United  States  dry  docks,  but  also  the  advisability  and 
essity  of  establishing  new  dry  docks  either  at  the  sites  of  said 
ting  dry  docks  or  at  other,  difi'ereut,  and  it  may  be,  equally  advau 
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tageous  if  not  (geographically)  better,  localities  within  the  jorisdictioD 
of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  Hound  Bay,  at  the  head  of  Severn  Biver,  State  of  Mary- 
land, an  arm  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  most  magnificent  and  capacloasof 
all  bays  along  the  Atlantic  coast  from  Maine  to  Florida,  foniishes,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  council,  a  suitable — in  fact,  an  aduiirable— location 
whereat  to  establish  and  construct  a  new  naval  granite  dry  dock  and 
also  other  needed  public  works  in  connection  therewith,  and  which 
works  (all  or  some)  could  be  duly  constructed  while  the  channel  of 
the  Severn  Eiver  from  Chesapeake  Bay  to  Round  Bay  is  being  properly 
straightened  and  widened  to  150  feet  and  deepened  to  30  feet  at  mean 
low  tide,  and  all  of  which  improvements  this  council  respectfully  sub- 
mits should  be  duly  provided  for  by  Congress  at  its  next  session: 
Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  may  or  ^  counselor  j  and  aldermen  of  the  city  eottneU  of 
Annapolis^  Maryland,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

First.  That  the  Senators  and  Representatives  now  constituting  the 
delegation  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Maryland  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  respectfully  requested  to  urge  upon  Congress  to  make  an 
appropriation  of  money  at  its  next  session  sufUcieutin  amount  to  im- 
prove the  harbor  of  Annapolis  and  the  channel  of  the  Severn  Biver, 
Maryland,  iso  as  to  secure  from  Chesapeake  Bay,  via  said  riyer  to  Bound 
]3ay,  a  continuous  ship  channel  of  not  less  than  150  feet  .wide  at  the 
bottom,  with  side  slopes  1  on  3,  and  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide,  and 
for  the  construction  in  Round  Bay  of  a  naval  granite  dry  dock,  with 
dimensions  capable  of  docking  any  United  States  naval  vessel  of  the 
maximum  number  of  tons  displacement  now  built  or  contemplated  to 
be  built,  with  a  tidal  basin  of  1,000  feet  square  and  30  feet  deep  in  ecu- 
nection  therewith,  and  the  due  establishment  on  said  Bound  Bay  of 
other  public  works,  such  as  the  needs  of  the  public  service  now  or  may 
seem  to  soon  demand;  and  in  support  of  the  several  matters  herein 
petitioned  for,  this  council  respectfully  submits  herewith  a  report  and 
makes  the  same  a  part  of  this  their  memorial  to  Congress  in  these 
premises. 

Second.  Be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  clerk  of  this  council  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  transmit  (through  its  senior  Senator)  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  and  of  this  report,  addressed  to  each  Senator  and 
Representative  of  the  delegation  in  Congress  from  Maryland,  with  the 
respectful  request  of  this  council  that  all  of  same  be  duly  laid  before 
Congress  at  the  earliest  date  possible  for  its  proper  and  mature  con- 
sideration and  favorable  action  during  its  next  session. 

Third.  Be  it  still  further  resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  great  pnblie 
interests  involved  in  these  several  propositions  said  clerk  be,  and  he 
is  also  hereby,  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  and  o 
this  report  to  the  governor  of  this  State,  with  the  respectful  request 
of  this  council  that  the  governor  may  be  pleased  to  duly  lay  the  same 
before  the  legislature  at  its  next  session,  accompanied  with  such  favor- 
able recommendation  in  relation  thereto  as  he  may  deem  to  be  pro]K^r, 
appropriate,  and  pertinent  in  all  these  premises. 

October  5, 1897. 

Adopted  by  the  mayor^  counselor,  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Annap- 
olis, State  of  Maryland. 

P.  £.  PosT£B|  Cleri. 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  ANNAPOLIS  HARBOR  AND  SliVUKN  RIVER  AND  CON- 
STRUCTING A  GRANITE  DRY  DOCK  IN  ROUND  BAY,  STATE  OF  MARY- 
LAND. 

Cammunieatian  from  the  mayor ^  counselor^  and  aldmiMn  of  the  city 
council  of  Annapolis^  Md.y  relative  to  straighteningj  tcideningy  and 
deepening  the  channel  of  Annapolis  Harbor^  so  a^  to  obtain  a  continn- 
ous  ship  channel  150  feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from 
Chesapeake  Bay  to  Bound  Bay^  via  the  Severn  River j  State  of  Mary- 
landj  and  the  establishment  of  certain  public  works  on  said  Round  Bay^ 
at  the  head  of  said  river ^  submitted  in  support  of  their  resolutions  and 
wsemorial  to  Congress  in  relation  thereto  asfollowSy  to  wit: 

Whereas  the  great  want  of  adequate  facilities  for  docking  United 
States  naval  vesnels  at  all  times  and  at  convenient  places  in  the 
United  States  has  become  so  evident  to  the  public  that  the  proper 
naval  authorities  of  the  United  States  were  compelled  to  send  the 
United  States  battle  ship  Indiana^  in  August,  1897,  to  a  British  dry 
dock  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  to  be  there  docked  for  due  examination 
and  betterment,  if  needed;  and 

Whereas  it  has  been  reported  that  a  project  is  being  now  considered 
by  a  board  of  United  States  naval  officers  regarding  the  general  sub- 
ject-matter of  additional  naval  docking  facilities,  with  a  view  of  sub- 
mitting an  official  report  thereon  to  Congress  at  its  next  session,  which 
project  may  no  doubt  involve  not  only  a  proposition  to  enlarge  certain 
of  the  existing  United  States  dry  docks,  but  also  the  advisability  and 
necessity  of  establishing  new  dry  docks,  either  at  the  sites  of  said 
existing  dry  docks  or  at  other,  ditferent,  and,  it  may  be,  equally  advan- 
tageous, if  not  (geographically)  better,  localities  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  Bound  Bay,  at  the  head  of  Severn  Biver,  State  of  Maryland, 
ao  arm  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  most  magnificent  and  capacious  of  all 
bays  along  the  Atlantic  coast  from  Maine  to  Florida,  furnishes,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  council,  a  suitable — in  fact,  an  admirable— location 
whereat  to  establish  and  construct  a  new  naval  granite  dry  dock,  and 
also  other  needed  public  works  in  connection  therewith,  and  which 
works  (all  or  some)  could  be  duly  constructed  while  the  channel  of  the 
Severn  Biver  from  Chesapeake  Bay  to  Bound  Bay  is  being  properly 
straightened  and  widened  to  150  feet  and  deepened  to  30  feet  at  mean 
low  tide,  and  all  of  which  improvements  this  council  respectfully  sub- 
mits should  be  duly  provided  for  by  Congress  at  its  next  session :  There- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved  by  the  mayor  j  counselor,  and  aldermen  of  the  city  council  of 
AmuipolfSj  Md.,  as  follows^  to  wit: 

First.  That  the  Senators  and  Bepresentatives  now  constituting  the 

delegation  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Maryland  be,  and  they  are 

hereby,  respectfully  requested  to  urge  upon  Congress  to  make  an 

appropriation  of  money  at  its  next  session  sufficient  in  amount  to 

improve  the  harbor  of  Annapolis  and  the  channel  of  the  Severn  Biver, 

Maryland,  so  as  to  secure  from  Chesapeake  Bay,  via  said  river,  to  Bound 

Bay  a  continuous  ship  channel  of  not  less  than  150  feet  wide  at  the 

bottom,  with  side  slopes  1  on  3,  and  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide^  and 

for  the  construction  in  Bound  Bay  of  a  naval  granite  dry  dock,  with 

dimensions  capable  of  docking  any  United  States  naval  vessel  of  the 

iDaximum  number  of  tons  displacement  now  built  or  contemplated  to 

be  built,  with  a  tidal  basin  1,000  feet  square  and  30  feet  deep  in  con- 
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nection  therewith,  and  the  dae  establishment  on  said  Boand  Bay  of 
other  public  works,  such  as  the  needs  of  the  public  service  now  or  iiiiiy 
seem  to  soon  demand,  and  in  support  of  the  several  matters  herein 
petitioned  for  this  council  respectiully  submits  herewith  a  rei>ortaiHl 
makes  the  same  a  part  of  this  their  memorial  to  Con^^ress  in  these 
premises. 

Second.  Be  it  further  resolved^  That  the  clerk  of  this  council  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  transmit  (through  its  senior  Senator)  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  and  of  this  report,  addressed  to  each  Senator  and 
£epresentative  of  the  delegation  in  Congress  from  Maryland,  with  the 
respectful  request  of  tliis  council  that  all  of  same  be  dnly  laid  before 
Congress  at  the  earliest  date  possible  for  its  proper  and  mature  con- 
sideration and  favorable  action  during  its  next  session. 

Third.  Be  it  still  further  resolved^  That  in  view  of  the  great  pablic 
interests  involved  in  these  several  propositions  said  clerk  be,  and  he 
is  also  hereby,  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  and  of 
this  report  to  the  governor  of  this  State,  with  the  respectful  reqncst 
of  this  council  that  the  governor  may  be  pleased  to  <luly  lay  the  same 
before  the  legislature  at  its  next  session,  accompanied  with  sacrli  favor- 
able recommendation  in  relation  thereto  as  he  may  deem  to  be  proper, 
appropriate,  and  pertinent  in  all  these  premises. 
Adopted  October  5,  lbi)7. 

KiOHARD  H.  Green,  Mayor. 
BoBERr  Moss,  Counselor. 
John  H.  Bright,  Jr.,  Aldemmn, 
Elmeb  E.  Parkinson,  Alderman, 
Weems  Redout,  Alderman, 
Joseph  H.  Bellis,  Alderman. 
Herman  Ellinohausen,  Alderman. 
Wiley  H.  Bates,  Alderman. 


Council  Chamber, 
Annapolis^  Md.j  October  5^  1897, 
Hon.  A.  P.  OOBMAN, 
Hon.  George  L.  Wellington, 

United  States  Senate, 
and  ^ 

Hon.  William  B.  Baker, 

Hon.  Isaac  A.  Barber,  "^ 

Hon.  William  S.  Booze, 
Hon.  John  McDonald, 

Hon.  William  McIntirb,  -i* 

Hon.  Sydney  E.  Mudd,  "" 

House  of  Representatives,  ^ 

Constituting  the  delegation  from  the  Stnte  of  Maryland  >-- 

in  the  Fifty  fifth  Congress^  second  session,        -- 

Sirs:  Whereas  the  mayor,  counselor,  and  aldermen  constituting  th«  \^ 
city  council  of  Annapolis,  Md.,  learn  that  the  river  and  harbor  »ct  of  1,^ 
Congress  which  became  a  law  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  1896,  contaiusi  k^ 
provision  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  the  supervision  rfjW 
the  Chief  of  Engineers,  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  channel  at  |t: 
the  entrance  to  the  harbor  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  which  authorisation  |^^ 
and  the  objects  thereof  are  contained  in  words  as  follows:  >^ 

Annagolis Rarhar:  Witha  view  tostraightcning,  wideuinj^,  and  deepening Uiechsii" 
oel  of  tha  entrance  to  said  harbor  so  as  to  obtain  a  ship's  channel  of  one  handled 
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d  fifty  feet  wide  and  twentv-eight  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  Cheaapaake 
kj  to  the  wharree  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  in  said  harhor. 

And  whereas  this  coaneil  also  learn  that  under  orders  duly  issued 
>m  the  War  Department,  through  the  office  of  th0  Chief  of  Engineers, 
stmcting  and  directing  said  survey  to  be  made,  that  a  report  in  refer- 
ee to  to  said  matters,  dated  December  4, 1896,  was  duly  submitted  to 
e  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  and  by  him  on  December  9, 1896, 
insmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  as  House  Document  No.  57,  Fifty- 
arth  Congress,  second  session;  and 

Whereas  among  other  matters  contained  in  said  document  this  coun- 
calls  special  attention  to  such  of  the  report  of  the  United  States 
gineer  officer  making  the  same  as  is  recited  in  words  as  follows: 

in  aconrate  survey  of  this  harbor  was  made  in  1878  ander  the  direction  of  Capt. 
nea  M.  Cnyler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  another  in  1888  by  the  United  States 
aat  Surrey  Office.  The  Coast  Survey  chart,  based  on  the  latter  snrveyy  has  been 
m^ht  up  to  date— 1896. 

^ith  these  excellent  charts  available,  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  make  an 
ditional  survey ,  bnt  merely  an  examination  with  a  view  to  obtaining  snch  infor- 
^tion  not  eontained  in  the  charts  as  might  b«3  necessary  for  a  proper  consideration 
the  aabieot. 

rhe  ettrueet  report  in  reference  to  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  was  made  by 
pt.  Charles  B.  Phillips,  Corps  of  EuKineers,  October  30,  1876.  A  portion  of  his 
)ort  in  reference  to  the  shipping  is  quoted,  because  it  is  the  same  tc^day  as  it  was 
enty  years  ago: 

"I  lisid  three  classes  of  shipping  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  water 
proaehes  to  Annapolis:  (1)  Vessels  (mainly  of  light  draft;  running  regularly  to 
d  from  the  port  and  carrying  the  local  commerce  of  the  citv;  (2)  coasting  and 
star  Teasels,  which  use  the  harbor  solely  as  a  point  of  refuge  m>m  ice  and  inclem- 
t  weather;  (3)  deep-draft  United  States  naval  vessels." 

llie  next  report  was  made  January  4,  187d,  by  Captain  Cnyler,  in  conjnnction  with 
s  surrey  of  the  harbor.  He  submitted  a  project  tor  a  24-foot  channel,  and  his  ecu- 
osionswereas  follows: 

''If  the  analysis  of  existing  conditions  there  as  given  above  be  correct,  consider- 
g  the  present  demands  of  commerce  on  this  harbor,  the  method  to  be  pursued  to 
ftain  ike  object  held  in  view  would  seem  to  me  to  be  that  of  dredging.  It  is 
dtered  the  character  of  this  would  be  favorable,  and,  for  the  reasons  above  quoted, 
It  small  periodical  repairs  would  be  required  for  a  channel  once  so  made. 
•  •••••• 

"With  the  dredging  of  the  proposed  channel  should  go  on  works  for  the  proteo- 

on  from  further  abrasion  of  Greenberry  Point  to  stop  the  filling  in  across  from  It 

^  the  made  channel,  and  later  on  of  Horn  Point. 

"It  is  not  considered  advisable  to  recommend  the  a  loption  of  any  other  system  of 

iprovement — such,  for  example,  as  jetties— to  confine  toe  volume  of  the  in  and  out- 

ard  flow  to  prodnce  scour;  certainly,  at  least,  to  begin  with. 

"Jetties,  to  be  effective  here,  would  require  a  location  involving  great  extent,  and, 

om  the  exposure,  much  solidity  in  construction,  so  giving  a  large  first  cost.    It  is 

lestionable  also  whether,  if  properly  placed,  jetties  might  not  seriously  interfere 

ith  the  facilities  now  enjoyed,  and  wnich  would  be  required  to  a  greater  extent 

ill  in  case  of  an  improvement  being  made  here  by  navigation." 

These  reports  were  followed  on  June  14,  1880,  by  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  and  a 

ir  directing  an  examination  of  the  "bars  at  the  entrance  of  Annapolis  Harbor, 

ith  a  view  to  ascertain  the  character  of  jetties  necessary  to  render  the  proposed 

firovement  permanent." 
his  additional  examination  was  made  in  October,  1880,  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Hutton, 
der  the  direction  of  Mug.  William  P.  Craighill,  and  the  following  is  quoted  from 
9  formers  report: 

'I  conclude  that  the  new  channel  should  be  laid  in  a  straight  line  from  the  closed 
foot  curve  between  Greenberry  and  Horn  Point  bars  to  that  point  on  the  24-foot 
rve  outside  where  it  turns  from  the  shore  to  pass  around  the  reef  off  ToUeys  Point, 
confine  this  channel  between  two  jetties  would  be  ii^urions  by  obstructing  the 
Unary  navigation  of  the  harbor. 

'A  sing^le  jetty  on  the  south  side  would  confine  the  current  more  closely  and  would 
ter  maintain  the  channel.  Its  length  would  be  verv  great  and  its  cost  out  of 
portion  to  the  benefits  to  be  obtained.  A  channel  dredged  on  the  line  I  hava 
crjhed  would,  in  my  Judgment,  maintain  itsell 
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''Some  dredging  will  doabtless  be  required  in  coarse  of  time,  bnt  it  will  bi 
much  cheaper  than  any  works  to  maintain  the  channel  by  scour.'' 

An  additional  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  this  locality  was  made  in  March,  1 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  was  $66,000.  As  the  expend! tare  of  ^ 
would  not  effect  any  substantial  improvement,  it  was  not  deemed  expedient  t 
mence  operations  until  further  directions  were  received  from  Confess.  £ 
mendation  to  that  effect  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  was  approved  April  7,  188 
work  was  done  until  toward  the  close  of  1885,  when  information  was  receive 
shoaling  had  taken  place  in  some  portions  of  the  harbor  and  the  fireedom  of  n 
tion  thereby  impaired.  This  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Naval  Academy  wl 
and  the  work  was  put  under  contract  and  completed  in  August,  1886,  for  the 
$7,244.41.    The  unexpended  balance  of  the  $10,000  was  repaid  into  the  Treasu 

On  October  19, 1896, 1  proceeded  by  tug  to  Annapolis  and  made  the  required < 
nation.  The  harbor  of  Annapolis  runs  southeast  to  northwest,  with  a  fairly  si 
sh  i  p  channel  through  it  19  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water.  Opposite  the  Naval  Ac 
wharvt'H  there  is  a  deep  pocket  with  a  minimum  depth  of  29  feet,  which  e 
thence  to  a  point  due  south  of  the  wharf  of  the  naval  ordnance  proving  g 
This  deep  water  is  separated  from  the  deep  water  of  the  bay  by  two  broad  bars, 
in  turn  are  separated  by  a  deep -water  pocket  with  25  feet  of  water  in  it.  Th< 
is  caused  by  Greenberry  Neck,  which  projects  into  the  harbor  and  cautee  a  ec 
tion  of  the  waterway.  Greenberry  Neck  is  wearing  away  very  rapidly,  probi 
the  rate  of  15  feet  a  year,  30  feet  or  40  feet  having  disappeared  in  two  recent  s 
according  to  the  light-housekeeper;  consequently,  its  influence  on  the  channel 
sening  each  year.  As  the  deep-water  pocket  now  caused  by  it  is  only  25  feel 
it  is  thought  that  in  the  consideration  of  a  28-fool  channel  its  influence  may 
regarded  and  the  whole  obstruction  regarded  as  a  single  bar  about  3  miles  bn 

If  the  jetty  system  were  applicable  to  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  it  mi 
well  to  prevent  the  further  abrasion  of  this  neck  of  land  and  use  it  as  the  st 
]>oint  of  a  north  jetty,  bnt  the  excessive  cost  and  the  great  obstacle  they  wonl* 
to  small-craft  navigation  prohibit  jetties.  Consequently,  it  is  not  considered 
essary  part  of  the  improvement  oC  this  harbor  to  protect  Greenberry  Neck. 

Dredging,  then,  presents  itself  as  the  only  available  means  of  deepeninj^  th 
channel  across  the  bar.  To  determine  the  character  of  the  bottom,  sounding 
made  along  the  most  direct  route  between  the  deep-water  pocket  opposite  the 
Academy  and  the  28-foot  contour  of  the  bay,  advantage  being  taken  of  the 
water  pocket  off  Greenberry  Point.  This  channel  line  is  not  straight,  haviu 
deflection  angle  in  it  of  about  20  degrees.  It  also  joins  the  deep  water  of  theS 
obliquely,  making  another  turn  of  about  30  degrees.  The  l^degree  turn  c 
reduced  to  8  degrees  by  turning  the  outer  portion  southward  and  rnnning  it 
and  parallel  to  the  Tolley  Point  bar.  This  position  was  indicated  by  Mr.Hnt 
his  report.  Its  disadvantage  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  will  require  a  channel  on 
mile  longer  than  the  other,  bnt  this,  it  is  thought,  will  be  compensated  for  I 
greater  ease  in  maintaining  it,  the  Tolley  Point  bar  acting  in  the  manner  of  a 
in  I?  wall. 

The  soundings  were  token  with  a  lead  line  and  the  bottom  tested  by  an  iro 
The  average  mean  low-water  depth  along  this  line  is  about  20  feet,  but  the  b 
is  so  soft  tnat  the  mere  weight  of  the  iron  rod,  when  dropped  from  a  height  of 
or  4  feet,  was  sufficient  to  send  it  8  feet  or  10  feet  into  the  mud.  The  only  < 
tions  were  at  points  where  oyster  beds  were  encountered,  and  here  a  slight  1 
would  send  the  rod  through  this  upper  crust.  The  mean  rise  of  the  tide  is  on 
foot,  and  the  direction  and  velocity  of  the  tidal  currents  are  very  much  affect 
the  wind — a  strong  southerly  wind  sending  the  flood  tide  almost  dne  north  nn^ 
shoals  off  Hacketto  and  Greenberry  pointe  deflect  it  into  the  harbor.  On  th 
trary,  on  a  calm  day  the  tide  follows  the  channel  course.  For  this  reason  th< 
ebb  and  flow  would  have  little  influence  in  mainteining  a  dredged  channel. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  drainag^e  area  of  the  Severn  River  is  comparatively 
and  the  banks  well  protected,  so  it  is  thought  that  but  little  sediment  is  carrie 
the  harbor.  There  is,  however,  a  tendency  to  shoal  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Naval 
emy  wharves,  and  this,  in  the  opinion  of  the  superintendent  of  that  institut 
caused  by  sediment  brought  down  by  Doraey  Creek.  The  deposition  is  cause 
tially  by  the  junction  of  Severn  River  and  Dorsey  Creek,  and  partially  by  the  t 
Whfiu^,  which  acts  as  a  groin  and  prevents  the  sediment  from  being  carried  in 
harbor.  In  some  places  near  the  San  tee  Wharf  the  depth  has  been  reduced  fi 
feet  to  12  feet  in  the  last  few  years. 

In  order  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  any  changes  that  may  have  taken  place 
harbor,  a  comparative  chart  was  prepared  from  the  records  of  this  office.    Fom 
cipal  charts  were  consulted.    One,  dated  1819,  was  made  by  Jonathan  W.  Sherl 
United  Stetes  Navy :  one,  dated  1878,  was  made  under  the  direction  of  Capt. 
W.  Cnyler,  Corps  or  Engineers,  and  the  other  two  were  Coast  Survey  charts. 
1844  and  189S.    A  study  of  this  chart  indicates  that  few  changes  have  taken  pi 
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hfttpart  of  the  harbor  known  as  Annapolis  Roads,  while  in  the  inner  harbor  the  ship 
hannel  appears  to  be  growing  narrower,  dnOyno  donbt,  to  the  wearing  away  of  Horn 
nd  Greenberry  points,  bat  the  condition  is  almost  one  of  permanence,  extending 
)ver  a  period  of  seventy-seven  years. 

A  dredged  channel  through  such  soft  material  wonld  require  easy  side  slopes,  say 
ne-third,  and  a  certain  amount  of  annual  dredging  for  maintenance,  but  all  who 
lave  ever  examined  this  harbor  agree  in  recommending  dredging  as  the  proper 
leans  of  improvement. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  outer  portion  follow  a  line  parallel  to  the  Tolley 
*oint  bar,  leading  35  decrees  west  of  north.  This  would  make  a  out  3^  miles  long, 
nd,  with  side  slopes  of  one-third  and  an  allowance  of  1  foot  for  filling  in  behind 
be  bucket,  would  require  1,070,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  scow  measurement,  or 
,070,000  cubic  yards,  at  12  cents  per  cubic  yard,  $128,400. 

Wherefore,  in  view  of  said  recitals  in  said  report,  and  in  sapport  of 
heir  foregoing  resolutions  and  memorial  to  Congress,  now  transmitted 
o  it  throagh  you,  this  coancil  desire  to  respectfully  submit,  briedy,  an 
expression  of  their  views  as  to  the  needs  of  navigation  of  said  river 
iDd  harbor,  and  in  its  opinion  some  of  the  reasons  why  the  due  and 
iarly  execution  of  the  improvements  recited  herein  and  in  part  con- 
emplated  by  said  extract  from  said  river  and  harbor  act  should  be 
'avorably  urged  upon  and  recommended  by  you  to  Congress  at  its  next 
lession. 

The  harbor  of  Annapolis  (the  capital  of  Maryland,  one  of  the  thirteen 
>riginal  States  of  the  Union)  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Chesapeake 
Bay — a  large  arm  of  said  bay — on  aud  at  the  mouth  of  the  Severn 
EUver,  where  is  located  the  ITuited  States  Naval  Academy,  on  the  site 
»f  the  old  military  Fort  Severn,  in  latitude  38^  59'  north,  longitude  76^ 
27'  15"  west. 

The  entrance  of  the  channel  of  said  harbor  from  Chesapeake  Bay,  at 
a  point  where  its  water  is  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide,  is  situated 
between  Greenbury  Point  on  the  north  and  Horn  Point  on  the  south ; 
over  which  channel,  while  the  water  in  places  is  23, 24,  and  25  feet  deep, 
yet  it  is  only  20  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide,  and  is  less  than  2  miles 
long,  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  a  chart  of  said  channel  and  har- 
bor, No.  385,  made  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 

This  harbor  extends  northwestwardly  from  the  entrance  of  said 
channel  for  a  distance  of  10  to  12  miles  to  and  including  Bound  Bay, 
▼ith  a  depth  of  water  averaging  about  21  to  23  feet  along  this  entire 
distance  to  and  including  Bound  Bay,  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  a 
chart  thereof,  No.  135,  also  made  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geo- 
detic Survey. 

The  only  natural  obstacle  heretofore  and  now  still  existing  preventing 
8aid  harbor  from  enjoying  the  maximum  advantages  due  its  admirable 
location  in  relation  to  our  vast  fields  of  production,  our  inland  lines  of 
transportation,  our  coastwise  and  foreign  trade,  and  the  excellent 
anchorage  ground  within  its  capacious  waters,  is  the  want  of  an  ade- 
quate uniform  depth  of  water  over  said  channel,  and  which  channel 
this  council  respectfully  submits  should  have  a  depth  of  water  of  not 
leBs  than  30  feet,  a  width  of  not  less  than  150  feet  at  mean  low  tide, 
and  be  duly  and  properly  straightened.  To  secure  the  costs  of  part  of 
ftu'd  results  was  the  primary  object  of  said  survey  of  said  channel  as 
recited  in  said  river  and  harbor  act. 

While  the  water  of  said  channel  has  a  mean  depth  of  20  feet  at  mean 
bw  tide  (though  in  places,  as  aforesaid,  it  is  23,  24,  and  25  feet  deep), 
jet  it  wonld  seem  that  the  surface  material  to  be  removed  so  as  to 
receive  such  uniform  depth — 30  feet — ^is  free  from  rock  and  is  mostly 
loft  clay,  mud,  and  marl,  in  consequence  of  which  the  cost  of  removal 
hereof  may  possibly  be  reduced  to  a  minimum;  and  it  is  believed  that 

0.  Doc.  ill — sie 


28  DRY   DOCK   ON  THE   SEVERN  BIYEB^  HABTLAND. 

once  said  channel  is  dredged  to  receive  a  depth  of  water  of  30  feet 
that  the  present  conditions  of  the  Severn  Eiver  and  harbor  are  such 
that  said  depth  will  be  ever  maintained,  with  no  appreciable  cost 
thereafter,  the  Severn  Kiver  having  little  or  no  current,  and  both  its 
banks  being  well  protected  by  forest  and  vegetable  growth,  unless  said 
conditions  should  change. 

The  tides  in  this  harbor  rise  from  1  to  2  feet  on  an  average  daily, 
though  the  extraordinary  tides  rise  at  times  in  the  spring  from  6  to  8 
feet. 

The  anchorage  in  this  harbor  is  most  excellent,  the  holding  ground 
being  stiff  mud  and  clay,  mixed  more  or  less  with  marl  and  oyster 
shells,  in  which  anchors  can  be  held  by  short  chains,  and  once  embedded, 
sink  to  sleep  amid  all  sorts  of  weather  and  without  dragging. 

The  prevalent  winds  in  this  harbor  are  from  southwest  to  northwest, 
and  while  the  southeast  wind  along  the  Atlantic  coast  is  generally 
the  most  destructive  to  all  shipping,  yet  even  this  wind  becomes  a  fair 
wind  up  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

This  harbor  is  excellently  landlocked  by  Greenbury  on  the  north 
and  Horn  Point  on  the  south;  and  it  matters  not  from  what  point  of 
the  compass  the  winds  blow,  this  harbor  is  always  securely  sheltered, 
and  never  is  it  the  scene  of  wrecks  or  of  great  maritime  damage. 

Whatever  the  cause  therefor  may  be,  the  fact  is  that  while  the  south- 
west, northeast,  and  northwest  winds  are  found  to  be  more  or  less 
destructive  elsewhere,  even  along  other  points  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay, 
they  seem  to  pass  over  and  above  this  harbor,  leaving  its  waters  com- 
paratively placid,  rendering  this  in  fact  the  most  completely  protected 
harbor  between  the  capes  of  the  Chesapeake  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Susquehanna  Eiver,  which  empties  into  said  bay  at  its  head. 

This  harbor  is  also  noted  for  enjoying  the  very  great  advantage  of 
eing  at  all  times  nearly  free  from  ice,  rendering  it,  even  in  the  past,  a 
valuable  harbor  of  refuge  for  vessels  drawing  not  over  from  15  to  17 
feet  of  water;  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  it  is  no  unusual  sight  in  winter, 
when  the  upper  Chesapeake,  including  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  io 
blocked  with  ice,  to  see  a  numerous  fleet  of  heavily- laden  vessels  safely 
and  snugly  lying  at  anchor  in  this  harbor  and  in  the  bay  outside  thereof, 
waiting  for  the  ice  blockade  to  raise  in  order  to  continue  their  voyage 
to  Baltimore  from  distant  and  often  from  foreign  ]K)rts;  and  many  times 
during  said  ice  blockades  passenger  and  freight  steamers  plying  between 
Baltimore  and  other  ports  have  been  compelled  to  land  in  this  harbor 
and  use  rail  thence  to  Baltimore,  their  original  port  of  destination. 

These  ice  blockades,  come  when  they  may,  are  always  serious  and 
injurious,  and  often  very  destructive  to  commerce,  and  no  one  can  safely 
predict  the  times  of  their  coming  or  their  severity  or  the  periods  of 
their  duration. 

The  latter,  however,  may  be  safely,  fully,  and  exactly  measured  by 
referring  to  the  fact  that  the  upper  Chesapeake  at  the  Susquehanna 
Eiver  has  been  frozen  so  hard  and  thick  as  to  bear  in  safety  the  heavily 
laden  cars  of  the  Baltimore,  Wilmington  and  Philadelphia  Eailroadfor 
almost  an  entire  winter,  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  present  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Susquehanna  Eiver,  and  during  those  periods  the 
harbor  of  Baltimore  becomes  blockaded  by  ice,  rendering  its  breakage 
and  removal  a  matter  of  no  small  expense  to  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

It  may  safely  be  asserted  that  the  loss  and  destruction  of  property  to 
commerce  by  vessels  of  deep  draft  seeking  in  winter  a  safe  port  of  refuge, 
due  to  such  ice  blockade,  to  say  nothing  of  loss  of  life,  have  been  more 
in  money  in  a  single  ice  blockade  than  the  total  cost  of  this  proposed 
iinprovement. 
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This  ice  factor  in  the  problem  of  said  iuiproveiuent,  this  coaDoil 
respectfully  submits  to  you,  will,  when  fully  considered,  be  found  to  be 
one  of  no  inconsiderable  value  and  importance,  and  because  it  is  right 
to  assume  that  the  occurrences  of  the  past,  the  result  of  natural  laws, 
and  for  which  there  is  no  avoidance  or  remedy,  are  liable  to  recur  in 
the  future,  and  hence  precaution  and  prudence  alike  conspire  to  suggest 
that  it  were  wise,  if  for  no  other  reason,  to  have  this  harbor  fully  and 
prox)erly  improvcKi  in  the  manner  herein  prayed  for  and  recited,  and 
thereby  become  an  important  and  valuable  alternative  harbor  to  that 
of  Baltimore,  and  in  the  best  interests  of  all  the  public  in  peace  and  war. 

In  evidence  of  how  terribly  destructive  to  life  and  property  a  northeast 
storm  can  be,  and  what  terrilic  havoc  it  can  create  along  our  Atlantic 
seacoast,  this  council  invites  attention  to  the  copious  extracts  from  the 
Baltimore  American,  Baltimore  Herald,  and  Washington  Star,  reciting 
some  of  the  many  disasters  of  the  northeast  hurricane  of  September  29, 
1896,  which  proved  quite  harmless  in  this  harbor,  as  printed  in  Senate 
Document  No.  108,  Fifty- fifth  Congress,  first  session. 

When  our  Atlantic  Coast  was  visited  by  said  severe  northeast  storm, 
doing  more  or  less  damage  along  our  entire  Atlantic  Coast  from  Maine 
to  Florida,  during  the  entire  gale,  storm,  and  almost  hurricane  the  har- 
bor of  Annapolis  did  not  sufier  any  damage  or  sustain  any  pecuniary 
loss  therefrom ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  it  steam-towed  vessels  and  others, 
to  avoid  the  effects  of  said  northeast  storm,  to  the  number  of  forty  ves- 
sels or  more,  sought  and  made  this  harbor  their  <<  harbor  of  refuge,"  as 
the  following  extract  from  the  Baltimore  Morning  Herald  of  October  12, 
1896,  will  more  in  detail  confirm: 

IN  ANNAPOLIS  HARBOH. 

AnuapoUt,  October  11, — ^Forty  veMels  have  anchored  in  this  harbor  for  refn^  ftt>m 
the  threatened  storm,  among  them  the  steam  barge  Julia  S.  TaffloVf  of  Wilmington, 
Del.,  loaded  with  piles,  from  the  Choptank  River  and  bound  to  Now  York.  The  Tay- 
kr  left  her  moorings  here  this  morning  and  started  np  the  bay,  bnt  fonnd  the  weather 
so  rongh  outside  she  had  to  return  to  the  harbor.  The  captain  estimated  the  wind 
ItiowiDg  off  Annapolis  at  the  rate  of  25  to  30  miles  an  hour. 

Other  extracts  firom  the  public  press  of  current  dates,  reciting  the 
hayoc  created  along  the  Atlantic  Coast,  were  submitted  as  exhibits  in 
S^ate  Document  No.  108,  Fifty-fifbh  Congress,  first  session,  confirma- 
tory of  the  declaration  of  this  council  in  the  report  so  heretofore  by 
them  made  ^Mn  re  the  harbor  of  Annai)olis,''  substantially  to  the  efiect 
that  during  the  severe  southeast  and  northeast  storms  along  our  Atlan- 
tic Coast  this  harbor  is  not  only  left  comparatively  harmless,,  but  is, 
in  fact,  sought  and  made  a  '< harbor  of  refage,"  even  under  existing 
condition,  for  all  vessels  which  can  cross  the  bar  or  channel  of  this  har- 
bor and  make  anchorage  therein.  And  this  council  respectfally  submit 
that,  were  said  channel  deepened  to  30  feet  and  widened  to  150  feet, 
nmilar  advantages  might  accrue  to  a  class  of  vessels  drawing  a  greater 
depth  of  water. 

THB  UNITED  STATES  NAVAL  ACADEMY. 

The  United  States  Naval  Academy,  now  permanently  established  in 
tJiis  harber,  was  located  here  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  George  Bancroft,  over  half  a  century  ago,  to  wit,  in  1845,  at  which 
[time,  and  thence  to  a  very  recent  past  date,  this  harbor  answered  fairly 
reU  for  the  easy  entrance  and  exit  of  such  United  States  vessels  of  war 
were  needed  for  all  public  purx>oses  at  said  Academy  or  otherwise. 
But  since  the  date  when  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  was  first 
established,  on  October  11, 1845,  the  ships  of  war  and  of  oommoxc^ 
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Lave  far  outgrown  the  standard  then  deemed  satisfactory  for  the  respec- 
tive wants  and  designs  of  each. 

This  changed  condition  is  particularly  applicable  to  the  draft  of  such 
vessels  rendering  it  both  necessary  and  obligatory  that  harbors,  their 
channels  and  entrances,  must  duly  accommodate  themselves  to  the  larger 
dimensions,  drafts,  and  corresponding  greater  wants  and  demands  of 
maritime  and  naval  structures.  In  fact,  nearly  all  the  wants  of  the 
United  States  Naval  Academy  itself  have  far  outgrown  its  present 
maximum  capacities;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  the  Board  of  Visitors  to 
said  academy  in  1895,  acting  through  one  of  its  members,  Hon.  J.  D. 
Sayers,  then  and  now  a  Member  of  Congress  from  Texas,  recommended 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  he  should  appoint  a  commission  of 
five  naval  officers  to  carefully  examine  and  fully  report  a  plan  of  gen- 
eral reorganization  and  rehabilitation  of  said  Academy,  its  buildiDg:s, 
grounds,  conveniences,  etc.,  so  as  to  be  the  better  suited  to  present  cou 
ilitions,  etc.  Such  a  commission  was  so  duly  appointed,  which  made 
its  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  report  has 
been  printed  as  Senate  Document  No.  288,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first 
session,  and  it  estimated  that  said  new  plan  will  cost  $6,000,000,  more 
or  less. 

So  valuable  a  naval  plant,  once  perfected  (whenever  in  the  opinion  of 
the  proper  authorities  the  same  becomes  necessary),  should  be  reached 
by  any  of  our  vessels  of  war  of  the  most  modern  standard  and  deepest 
draft. 

During  the  three  years  last  past  the  United  States  white  squadron, 
under  liear- Admiral  Walker,  unable  to  reach  said  academy  wharves, 
was  compelled,  for  want  of  a  proper  depth  of  water,  to  anchor  outside 
the  harbor,  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  2  or  3  miles  distant. 

Again,  when  the  French  fleet  visited  America  two  years  ago,  more 
or  less,  and  it  also  desiring  to  reach  the  United  States  Naval  Academy 
wharves,  was  compelled  to  anchor  at  the  same  place  in  Chesapeake 
Bay  for  want  of  an  adequate  depth  of  water  over  said  bar  in  said  chan- 
nel, the  removal  of  which  will  enable  not  only  our  vessels  of  war  but 
of  commerce  to  enter  said  harbor  and  anchor  therein,  or  be  moored  at 
the  wharves  of  said  Academy  or  in  this,  city,  and  all  of  which  will  be  in 
the  best  interests  of  said  Academy  and  also  in  the  financial  and  better 
interests  of  all  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Your  attention  is  also  respectfully  called  to  the  fact  that  in  October, 
1896,  the  Italian  corvette  and  ship  of  war,  Ghrutofo  Colombo^  codi- 
manded  by  Captain  Bartolimi,  of  the  Italian  Navy,  Prince  Louis  of 
Italy  on  board,  on  a  voyage  around  the  world,  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  just  outside  of  this  harbor,  its  purpose  and  desire 
being  to  enter  this  harbor  on  a  visit  to  the  United  States  Naval  Acad- 
emy, but  was  prevented  only  for  want  of  a  proper  depth  of  water  across 
said  bar  or  channel — a  loss,  we  submit,  while  great  to  said  ship  and  to 
those  on  board,  was  yet  greater  to  the  cadets  and  officers  of  the  United 
States  Naval  Academy,  who  thereby  lost  the  benefit  of  this  foreign 
object  lesson  in  our  waters,  which,  while  in  sight,  was  yet  not  in  easy 
and  cheap  access  for  their  benefit  and  nautical  instruction — a  loss  not 
to  be  measured  in  dollars  and  cents. 

UNITED   STATES  NAVAL  SIIIPYABD   ON  THE   SEVERN  BIVEB,  AT 

ROUND  BAY. 

The  views  of  the  Baltimore  Sun,  expressed  in  a  leading  editorial  iB 
its  edition  of  Tuesday,  June  15,  1897,  as  to  the  appropriateness  of 
establishing  a  United  States  naval  shipyard  on  the  banks  of  tke 
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Severn  River,  Maryland,  are  so  apposite  and  reflect  so  fully  the  views 
>r  this  board  in  these  premises  that  this  council  now  submits  the  siiuie 
rith  its  cordial  concurrence  and  indorsement,  and  which  views  are  as 
bUows: 

NKKDS  OF  THB  NAVAL  ACADKMT. 

The  recent  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  establish  a  post-graduate  ooiirso 
t  the  Naval  Academy  for  instraction  in  the  constrnction  of  vesKelft  is  a  step  to  ho 
omiiiended.  It  has  been  the  custom  for  a  number  of  years  to  send  a  fi^radiiato  of  the 
aval  Academy  each  year  to  stady  naval  architecture  at  Greenwich  or  GI:i8*?ow  and 
Qother  at  Paris.  The  British  Government  has  declined  to  receive  these  6 tudents 
ay  longer,  and  our  Navy  Department  has  concluded  that  thoy  can  be  edncntetl  in 
le  United  States  just  as  well.  Annapolis,  it  is  conten<1ed,  is  snfliciently  near  a 
Dmber  of  navy-yards  and  shipyards  to  give  practical  instruction.  But  it  would  be 
ianife«tly  an  advantage  t«  have  a  shipyard  on  the  spot,  in  the  work  of  which  t\w 
lutients  could  take  an  actnal  and  active  part,  and  where  thuy  could  become  familiar 
ith  the  details  of  shipbuilding  in  every  department.  Annapolis  possc^ssps  rxjop- 
.onal  advantages  as  a  location  for  a  navy-yard.  The  Severn  is  a  8]ileniU(l  slicet  of 
ater;  it  is  Bulhcieutly  remote  from  the  ocean  to  be  safe  from  foreign  eueiHi(*8  and 
>nvenient  to  the  national  capital.  The  climate  is  favorable,  and  Baltiniore  an«l  tho 
reat  worka  at  Sparrows  Point,  from  which  supplies  may  be  drawn,  are  near  at 
and.  Nothing  would  more  tend  to  stimulate  invention  and  effectiv«*  work  in  every 
ranch  of  bnilding  warships  than  a  navy-yard  at  Annapolis,  where  the  naval  oi'iieers 
re  educated  and  where  ho  large  a  number  of  them  are  located. 

In  naval  architecture  the  United  States  have  always  been  in  the  lead,  and  other 
^untries  have  gotten  from  us  more  than  we  have  received  from  them.  As  far  back 
s  the  Revolntionary  war  asubmarine  boat  was  invented  by  a  citizen  of  Connect  icnt. 
V'hen  the  old  frigates  of  the  Constitution,  type  were  built  at  the  beginning  of  the 
entnry  they  contained  many  novel  features  the  result  of  American  ingenuity.  These 
rere  laughed  to  scorn  by  British  seamen,  but  when  the  test  of  efhcieucy  iu  war  was 
pplied  the  British  were  quick  to  imitate  what  they  had  })reviou8ly  ridiculed.  Au<l 
t  is  well  known  that  the  modern  warship  had  its  origin  in  America.  There  is,  there- 
ore,  no  reason  whatever  to  doubt  that  the  United  States  can  hold  its  own  in  ship- 
^nilding  in  the  future  as  in  the  past. 

The  spirit  of  our  people  as  exhibited  during  recent  years  is  sudieieut  guaranty 
hat  the  work  of  building  an  American  navy  is  not  to  stop,  and  the  (loverunient  should 
»e  prepared  to  provide  every  appliance  for  its  development.  There  can  be  no  efVect- 
ve  navy  without  good  ships,  and  good  ships  are  useless  without  efHcient  ofiicers  to 
tommand  them  and  men  to  work  and  tight  them.  Annapolis  is  the  place  to  ]u^>vide 
ioth.  The  Naval  Academy  has  never  received  from  the  Congress  the  coiiHideration 
%  deserves.  It  is  a  most  admirable  institution  of  learning.  Its  location  for  beauty 
tod  convenience  can  not  be  surpassed.  But  for  lack  of  proper  and  reasonable  appro- 
iriations  the  buildings  have  been  neglected  and  the  instructors  haui]H>red  in  their 
irork.  At  this  very  time  one  of  the  main  buildings  which  is  in  constant  use  has  to 
^  propped  up  from  the  outside  to  keep  the  walls  from  falling  upon  the  students. 
Another  building  has  been  condf^mned  as  unsafe.  The  cadets  nave  to  be  quartered 
n  different  buildings  for  lack  of  .room  in  the  main  building,  making  discipline  and 
(S'ork  as  difKcnlt  as  possible.  The  time  has  come  when  this  ^reat  national  school 
(hould  receive  tho  consideration  at  the  hands  of  Congress  which  the  importance  of 
t8  work  demands. 

DEFENSE  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CAPITAL. 

You  will  bear  in  mind  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  civil 
^ar  volunteer  troops  of  the  United  States  Army,  under  the  commjiiid 
>f  (Jen,  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  en  route  by  rail  to  Washington  City  for  its 
[Protection,  were  prevented  from  passing  through  Baltimore  City,  and 
Jp^ere  compelled  to  retreat  to  the  Susquehanna  River,  to  there  take  boats 
br  Ihis  harbor,  and  thence  by  rail  to  Washington  City. 

History  often  repeats  itself,  and  the  occurrences  of  yesterday  are 
iable  to  be  repeated  t<^-morrow,  and  the  facilities  olTered  by  tliis  harbor 
ri  the  past  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the  national  capital  will  not,  because 
hey  can  not,  be  overlooked  in  the  futuie. 
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In  addition  to  the  railroad  lines  now  connecting  this  city  with  tl 
national  capital,  a  third  line,  called  the  Annapolis,  Washington  an 
Chesapeake  Line,  has  been  duly  determined  upon,  not  exceeding  i 
miles  in  length,  more  or  less,  from  Washington,  which  in  a  peri<^  • 
war  may  play  no  small  part  in  still  farther  aiding  in  the  defense  of  tl 
city  of  VVasliington. 

This  harbor,  a  part,  in  fact,  of  Chesapeake  Bay  itself  the  greate 
inland  sea  along  the  entire  Atlantic  aud  Mexican  Oulf  to  Texas,  i 
easy  of  access  as  it  is  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  when  made  by  th 
proposed  improvement  enterable  by  vessels  of  war  and  of  commerc 
will  and  mast  become  a  strong  strategic  point  in  aiding  in  part  in  tl 
defense  of  the  national  capital  on  the  parallel  30  miles  distant  tbei 
from,  where  our  troops  and  their  munitions  of  war  can  be  concentrati 
and  embarked  upon  the  fleetest  ships  of  war  or  of  commerce  of  ti 
greatest  draft  known  to  the  naval  or  commercial  world,  and  where,  to 
they  can  be  as  easily  and  as  economically  disembarked  when  needed  < 
called  to  aid  in  maintaining  the  '^  common  defense." 

With  batteries  of  guns  numerous  enough,  properly  planted  on  tl 
grounds  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy,  and  on  Greenhm 
Point,  on  Horn  Point,  on  Tolleys  Point,  on  Thomas  Point,  on  Hacket 
Point,  and  along  the  line  of  the  western  shore  of  Kent  Island,  which 
situate  immediately  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Severn  Biver,  of  prop< 
caliber,  carrying  proper  projectiles,  aided  or  in  cooperation  with  a  so 
ficient  number  aud  right  character  of  ironclads  and  torpedoes  proper) 
stationed  and  judiciously  used,  it  can  clearly  be  seen  how  the  approach! 
to  the  entrance  of  this  harbor  from  Chesapeake  Bay  would  becooo 
thoroughly  protected  from  any  hostile  fleet  desiring  or  intending  eithi 
to  enter  or  to  bombard  it. 

In  this  connection,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  only  ship  channel  froi 
the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  via  th 
Craighill  Channel  (now  enlarged  to  27  feet  deep),  for  deep-draft  vessel 
lies  to  the  west  and  at  some  distance  from  the  west  shore  of  Ken 
Island,  the  suggestion  is  seriously  made  whether  such  defenses  as  herei 
outlined  for  this  harbor  could  not  in  fact  be  also  considered  as  prope 
elements  in  an  exterior  line  of  defense  of  the  upper  Chesapeake,  him 
be  treated  even  as  an  appropriate  outer  or  exterior  line  of  defense  ib: 
the  city  of  Baltimore  itseltl 

THE  NA.TIONAL  OHBSAPEAEB  AND  DELAWABB  OANAL. 

An  expression  of  the  views  of  this  council  in  these  premises  wonlc 
not  be  complete  did  it  not  also  make  due  reference  to  the  proposec 
national  canal  connecting  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bays,  and  ti 
declare  that,  if  any  one  of  the  several  routes  heretbfore  surveyed  am 
reported  upon  by  competent  authority  for  the  public  waterway  be  finallj 
selected  in  order  to  secure  the  objects  contemplated  by  its  completion 
said  internal  improvement  will  and  must  enter  as  an  important  inti 
gral  factor  in  the  full  development  of  the  matters  herein  considered. 

This  national  subject-matter  has  received  very  great  attention  dnrin 
several  years  last  past,  and  by  no  one  more  than  by  Gen.  William  I 
Craighill,  Chief  of  Engineers,  who,  on  page  77  of  House  Execativ 
Document  No.  102,  Fifty-third  Congress,  third  session,  recited  sai 
objects  to  be  'Hhe  greater  facilitation  of  the  defense  of  a  pai-t  of  tli 
territory  of  the  United  States  by  the  opening  of  an  interior  short  lii 
of  communication  between  the  great  bays,  Chesapeake  and  Delawar 
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and  the  shortening  of  a  great  route  of  foreign  and  coastwise  commerce. 
Both  of  these  objects  seem  to  be  of  nation^  importance.'' 

This  cooncil  resx>ectfully  indorse  aU  the  reasons  recited  and  sug- 
gested so  graphically,  fiilly,  and  exactly  in  said  House  Document  No. 
102,  Fifty-third  (Congress,  third  session,  why  said  national  interior  water 
eommunication  should  be  completed  at  the  earliest  date  practicable, 
belieying,  as  they  do,  that  the  results  of  its  completion  will  equal,  if  not 
surpass,  the  successml  opening  of  the  Iron  Gates  of  the  Danube,  which 
proclaimed  a  new  waterway  to  the  Black  Sea,  an  event  recently  cele- 
brated with  g^reat  pomp  and  splendor  in  the  presence  of  the  highest 
officials  in  central  Europe  specially  interested  therein.  But  this  coun- 
cil in  this  connection  call  si)ecial  attention  to  the  fact  that  any  one  of 
all  the  routes  recommended  by  the  United  States  Gorps  of  Engineers 
for  adoption  lies  entirely  to  the  north  of  this  harbor  and  of  Kent  Island, 
and  as  said  engineers  here  also  declare  that  any  route  for  said  canal 
should  be  defended  by  the  United  States  at  both  its  Ghesapeake  and 
Delaware  ends,  this  council  therefore  respectfully  submit  to  you  that 
the  national  defenses  to  the  entrance  and  approaches  to  this  harbor 
must  in  fact  be  a  part  of  the  proper  national  defenses  for  the  Ghesapeake 
end  of  said  canal  itself. 

This  additional  factor  of  the  National  Ghesapeake  and  Delaware 

Canal,  to  cost  the  people  of  the  United  States  $10,000,000,  more  or 

less,  suggests  the  propriety,  on  the  score  of  national  defense  and  the 

betterment  and  foUer  development  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy 

plant,  that  the  Naval  War  OoUege  and  the  naval  torpedo  station,  both 

now  located  at  Newport,  B.  L,  would  find  an  advantageous  transfer  to 

the  more  commodious  waters  of  the  Ghes.  peake  Bay,  and  be  x>erma- 

nently  established  either  in  this  harbor  or  within  proper  gunshot  range 

of  its  nearer  approaches,  and  that,  too,,  without  any  additional  cost — an 

advantage  the  greatest  i)08sil)le  to  said  Academy,  its  cadets,  officers, 

and  professors,  and  to  the  best  interests  of  the  public  generally,  not  only 

because  of  the  reasons  herein  recited,  but  of  such  others  as  must  readily 

suggest  themselves  to  you  in  greater  detail  in  the  study  of  the  problem, 

containing,  as  this  council  believe  it  does,  many  national  elements  of 

strength  and  merit  which  enter  as  integral  factors  therein. 

COMMEBCIAL  ADYANTAGES  OF  THB  SEYBBN  BFVBB,  BOUND  BAY,  AND 
OF  THE  HABBOB  OP  ANNAPOLIS,  MD.,  AND  BEASONS  WHY  WESTEBN 
PEODUOTS  OOXTLD  BE  EOONOMIOAIiLY  AND  ADVANTAOEOUSLY  TBANS- 
POBTED  THEBETO  AND  EXPOBTED  THBBEFBOM  AS  A  DEEP  SALT- 
WATEB  OUTLET,  AND  THE  STBATEGIO  ADVANTAGES  THEY  ENJOY  IN 
AID  OF  THE  MILITABY  DEFENSE  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CAPITAL  AND  OF 
THE  OITY  OF  BALTDCOBE. 

This  council  also  invite  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Ghicago  today 
is,  and  in  the  future  must  ever  be,  the  great  central  depot  where  must 
concentrate  the  Western  grain  and  other  products  for  exx>ort  thence  to 
the  markets  of  the  world,  and,  all  other  things  being  equal,  the  shortest 
b'ue  of  transportation  is  in  the  end  always  the  cheapest  line  along  which 
to  freight  said  grain  and  other  products,  which  always  demand  the 
cheapest  rates  per  ton  per  mile. 

Taking  Ghicago  as  a  center,  and  describing  a  circle  with  a  radius 
equal  in  length  to  the  distance  between  Ghicago  and  Annapolis  Harbor, 
you  will  find  that  all  our  other  seaports  on  our  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts 
fix>m  Portland,  Me.,  to  Galveston,  Tex.,  axe  entirely  outside  of  said 
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circle,  thereby  showing  that  Annapolis  Harbor  is  closer  to  Chicago  than 
any  other  harbor  from  IVIaine  to  Texas. 

The  distances  between  Chicago  to  deep  tide  water,  as  shown  by  said 
circle,  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Chicago  to  harbor  at —  ^^»- 

Annapolis 610 

Baltimoro  615 

Philadelphia 650 

Norfolk 710 

New  York 715 

Charleston 775 

Savannah 790 

Mobile 790 

New  Orleans 850 

Boston ^ 

Portland «*0 

In  view  of  the  geographical  location  of  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  large 
tributary  feeders  and  other  noted  causes,  it  would  seem  that  the  ^^reat 
grain  shipments  of  the  West  in  the  recent  past  have  sought  these  waters 
in  preference  to  any  harbor  of  the  great  eordon  of  harbors  from  Po^^ 
land,  Me.,  to  Galveston,  Tex.,  a  condition  of  things,  all  other  things 
being  equal,  which  must  continue  in  the  future  in  an  evei-increasiug 
ratio.  The  commercial  contention  between  the  Gulf  and  Atlantic  sea- 
ports for  the  export  of  grain  has  been  substantially  reduced  to  one 
between  New  Orleans  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  While  Few  Orleans 
last  year  was  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  grain-shipping  ports  and  Balti- 
more was  second,  yet  Baltimore  in  1897  leads  every  port  in  the  Union 
as  an  exporter  of  breadstuffs.  The  official  statement  of  1896,  regarding 
the  export  of  corn  alone,  shows  that  there  were  exj^orted  from— 

Peroeni 

Portland,  Mo 1.5 

Boston 1 

New  York 9.5 

Pbllaclelphia 10 

Baltimore i 23^5 

Norfolk 8.8 

Newport  NewB 17.9 

New  Orleans 27.8 

100 

But  as  all  corn  shipped  from  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and  Newjwrt  Newi 
has  to  pass  through  the  mouth  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  said  table  showR 
that  50.2  per  cent  of  the  entire  corn  crop  of  the  United  States  exported 
was  in  fact  exported  from  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Your  attention  is  also  called  to  the  fact  that  the  most  prominent  sub- 
ject of  discussion  before  all  commercial  conventions  in  the  trans-Mis- 
sissippi portion  of  the  United  States,  where  is  produced  so  large  a  i)€r 
cent  of  the  wheat  and  corn  of  our  country,  was  a  deep-water  outlet  on 
the  Gulf  Coast.  This  was  finally  secured  at  Galveston,  Tex.,  but  not 
until  Congress  appropriated  therefor  about  $6,000,1)00,  and  the  roaii* 
mum  depth  of  water  secured  over  the  bar  of  that  harbor  is  25^  feet 

Less  than  one-tenth  of  the  money  which  it  took  to  secure  that  resalt 
will,  when  judiciously  expended  therefor,  secure  a  depth  of  30  feet,  and 
possibly  more  in  this  river  and  harbor  at  mean  low  tide,  a  result  which 
will  enable  the  entire  belt  of  the  West  (east  of  the  Mississippi  River) 
to  be  thereby  benefited,  and  with  a  shorter  and  safer  and  less  exten- 
sive transit  to  foreign  markets,  to  say  nothing  of  that  factor  which  will 
enter  into  our  coastwise  trade,  the  more  important  and  valuable  to 
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Northern  ports  in  the  event  of  the  successful  completion  of  said  Ohesa- 
peuke  and  Delaware  National  Canal. 

In  reference  to  the  aforesaid  Galveston  Harbor  improvement,  an 
extract  from  the  Galveston  News,  published  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
Register  of  September  18, 1897,  becomes  interesting,  and  is  as  follows: 

From  13  to  25|  feet  is  the  Galveaton  record  of  M»  j.  A.  M.  Miller,  CorpH  of  Engi- 
leeis.  He  found  GalTeston  with  13  feet  of  water  on  her  bnr.  Ho  shipped  the  bar  to 
leu  and  leaves  Galveston  with  25|  feet  of  water  where  the  bar  once  was,  and  a 
»Srai(;ht  safe  channel  500  feet  wide  leading  into  the  harbor.  Such  is  the  record. 
The  tribute  paid  to  Major  Miller  in  the  banquet  tendered  him  by  Galveston's  com- 
aercial  interests  gives  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  gratitude  felt  by  the  people  of  Gal- 
veston, Tex.,  and  the  great  West.  Words  but  poorly  serve  to  express  the  sentiments 
>f  the  commnuity. 

Howsoever  favorable  the  report  of  1896  was  as  to  wheat  and  com 
ihipped  Irom  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  the  official  statement 
if  1897  is  still  more  favorable,  as  an  extract  from  the  Baltimore  Sun  of 
September  16, 1897,  clearly  shows,  which  is  as  follows: 

WHAT  THS  FIOURK8  SHOW. 

A  bnlletin  just  issued  by  tbe  Bureau  of  Statistics  shows- the  exports  of  the  prin- 
ipal  prodnct<sof  the  United  ^^tate8  during  August,  1897,  and  during  the  eight  months 
uding  with  the  last  day  of  August,  compared  with  the  ex])ortA  during  the  same 
teriod  in  previous  years.  There  is  a  uniform  and  most  gratiifyiug  increase  not  only 
Q  the  volume  of  the  exports,  but  in  their  money  value.  During  the  eight  months 
nding  wHh  August,  1897,  the  value  of  the  exports  of  breadstnfts.  cotton,  oil,  and 
provisions  was  $368,971,125,  against  $327,530,(>KH)  in  1894,  $304,954,000  in  1895,  and 
346,2:^,000  in  1896.  The  export  of  wheat  during  August,  1897,  was  14,246,000 
inshels,  worth $13, 118,000.  In  August,  1896,  it  was  6,693,000  bushels,  worth  $4 ,200,000. 
rhe  increase  in  the  export  of  corn  was  also  great.  In  August,  189t>,  it  was  11^022,000 
mshels,  worth  $3,500,000,  and  in  August,  1897,  it  was  14,766,000  bushels,  worth 
4,^3,000.  The  value  of  the  cotton  exported  during  the  eight  months  of  the  current 
rear  was  $93,788,000;  in  the  same  months  of  1896  it  was  $99,437,000;  in  1895  it  was 
ta'>,222,849,  and  in  1894,  $93,957,000. 

In  the  general  increase  of  exports  Baltimore  has  had  a  larger  share  than  almost 
my  other  port.  For  the  year  the  export  of  cotton  from  Baltimore  was  83,812,000 
[K>unds,  an  increase  of  more  than  13,000,000  over  the  previous  year.  In  breadstufis 
Uie  valne  of  the  exports  from  Baltimore  in  August,  1897,  was  $6,807,000  against 
12,394,000  in  Angnst,  1896,  and  for  the  eight  months  ending  with  August,  1897,  it  was 
^2,993,000  against  $14,489,000  during  the  same  months  of  1896. 

The  large  increase  of  corn  and  wheat  exports  from  this  port  in  August  place  Balti- 
nore  in  the  first  place  as  an  exporter  of  grain.  Baltimore  in  August  exported 
>,185,236  bnshels  of  wheat,  against  2,350,151  from  New  York.  In  the  eight  months, 
iiowever,  ending  with  August,  New  York  leads  by  5,000,000  bushels.  As  respects 
sorn  exports  Baltimore  leads  both  for  August  and  for  the  eight  months.  There  were 
^306,836  bnshels  of  com  shi])ped  from  Baltimore  in  August,  agaiuBt  2,720,801  from 
^ew  York;  in  the  eight  months  31,175,524  bushels  from  Baltimore,  against  20,407,400 
^m  New  York.  Even  Philadelphia  beats  New  York  in  August  on  corn.  Baltimore 
now  leads  every  port  in  the  Union  as  an  exporter  of  breadstuifs. 

OOAL,  IRON,  ETC. 

Less  than  midway  between  Chicago  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay  also  lie 
the  immense  acreage  of  the  iron  deposits  and  coal  measures  of  West 
Virginia,  western  Mainland,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania,  which  will  find 
here  a  deep  salt-water  harbor,  where  advantajjes  for  transshipment  and 
export  will  be  had  equal  to  any  and  surpassed  by  none,  whenever  the 
channel  of  this  harbor  shall  have  secured  a  depth  of  water  of  30  feet  at 
mean  low  tide. 

While  New  Orleans  in  1896  stood  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  grain-ship- 
ping ports,  you  will  also  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  sixteen  years  last  past 
Congress  has  appropriated  about  $36,000,000  for  the  improvement  of  the 
drunk  line  of  the  Mississippi  Biver,  and  has  also  appropriated  about 
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130,000,000  more  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio,  Missouri,  Bed, 
Arkansas,  and  White  rivers  and  other  branches  of  that  great  river  sys- 
tem, and  many  millions  more  no  donbt  will  yet  be  needed  to  be  appro- 
priated in  the  futore  to  render  said  trunk  line  and  its  said  feeders  in  a 
condition  suitable  and  adequate  for  the  transportation  of  the  products 
of  the  great  Mississippi  Valley  to  deep  tide  water.  But  the  cost  to 
complete  the  improvement  of  the  channel  of  this  river  and  harbor  in  the 
manner  recited  in  this  report,  cost  what  it  may,  will  be  a  bagatelle  com- 
pared to  the  amount  of  money  already  expended  to  secure  the  resnlts 
now  enjoyed  by  New  Orleans,  i)rovided,  when  done,  it  will  enable  the 
producers  of  the  far  West,  freighters  and  middlemen,  to  lay  down  theii 
products  in  foreign  ports  at  minimum  rates,  and  to  the  maximum  benefit 
of  the  entire  country,  and  all  of  which  results  this  council  believe  and 
respectfully  submit  to  you  will  be  secured  by  such  completion. 

WASHINGTON  CITY,  D.  C,  AND  HEB  OLAIMS  TO  BB  OONSEDSBBD  IS 
A  PBOPEB  SITE  AS  A  DEEP  SALT-WATBB  HABBOB  AND  WHEKKAT 
TO  CONSTRUCT  A  NAVAIi  DBY  DOCK. 

The  attention  of  this  council  has  also  been  called  to  recent  publica- 
tions reciting  the  advantages  of  Washington  City  as  a  deep-water  har- 
bor and  tor  a  United  States  naval  dry  dock,  and  wherein  a  comparison 
was  instituted  between  the  Potomac  Elver  and  the  Mississippi  Kivei 
for  cheap  transportation  and  exportation  of  grain  and  other  Western 
products. 

A  portion  of  said  publications  we  reproduce,  simply  reciting  that 
whatsoever  may  be  the  superior  merits  of  either  one  of  these  two 
rivers  over  the  other,  that  the  advantages  of  the  Annapolis  Harbor 
and  Severn  River  are  superior  to  either,  and  at  less  cost,  as  furnishings 
deep  salt-water  harbor. 

So  far  as  Washington  City  is  concerned,  you  need  no  suggestion 
from  this  council  as  to  reasons  pro  or  con  for  converting  oar  national 
capital  into  a  great  center  of  trade  and  commerce,  foreign  and  domestic 

But  in  said  publication,  while  contending  for  the  superiority  of  the 
Potomac  River,  it  is  also  admitted  therein  that  even  the  results  neces- 
sary to  be  secured  could  be  secured  only  by  a  primary  expenditure  of 
not  less  than  $800,000;  but  how  much  more  after  that  to  maintain  the 
proper  status  quo  in  said  river  is  not  only  not  declared,  but  not  even 
suggested. 

This  extract,  the  more  valuable  because  it  relies  in  some  of  ite 
recitals  upon  a  report  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  Ool.  Peter  C. 
Hains,  United  States  Corps  of  Engineers,  in  so  far  as  the  same  relates 
to  the  Potomac  Eiver  is  concerned,  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

THE  POTOMAO  RIVER— ITS  COMMERCIAL  GAPAdTT. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  better  way  to  demonstrate  the  great  commeroial  capacity  o' 
the  Potomac  than  by  a  contrast  with  the  Mississippi.  The  trunk  line  of  the  Misfit 
sippi  River  system  below  St.  Louis  has  as  tributaries  44  other  rivers,  interBectiog 
22  States.  It  is  a  trunk  line  of  a  system  comprising  16,090  miles  of  inland  navi^ 
ble  rivers,  and  connecting  them  with  the  seaboard.  For  these  and  other  reasons  iti 
commercial  capacity  is  almost  universally  supposed  to  be  many  times  that  of  the 
Potomac.  But  the  reverse  is  true,  for  the  commercial  capacity  of  the  Potomsc? 
meaning  depth  of  navigation,  is  four  times  that  of  the  Mississippi. 

From  Washington,  which  is  the  head  of  navigation,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  thfl 
Potomac  has  a  channel  at  no  point  less  than  20  feet  at  low  tide.  The  Miasissippii 
on  tha  oontrary,  between  St.  Louis  and  Cairo,  during  the  montha  of  ▲ngost^  Sep 
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gr,  October,  mod  Noyember,  the  seMon  of  the  yoAr  when  needed  for  ehipmenti 
bin,  hae  snoh  ft  low  stage  of  water,  so  ehaUow  a  chanoel,  and  so  many  sand  bars 
t  is  almost  useless  for  commercial  purposes.  So  alarmine  is  the  condition  of 
▼er  that  in  Febraary  last  a  delegation  of  promineut  citizens  of  St.  Louis 
red  before  the  House  Committee  on  Riyers  and  Harbors  to  urge  a  new  plan 
proTement.  In  their  arguments  thev  gave  the  depth  of  channel  for  a  series  of 
The  figures  for  the  last  year  are,  however,  suffioient  to  show  the  situation, 
)epth  of  channel  from  St.  Louis  to  Cairo  in  1895,  August  1  to  10, 9  feet ;  August 
II,  7  feet;  September  1  to  15,  7  feet;  September  15  to  SO,  6  feet;  October  1  to 
eet;  NoTember  1  to  30.  no  nayigation  on  account  of  low  water:  December  1 
Sfeek 

THB  DEPTH  OF  THB  POTOHAa 

ery  marked  contrast  with  the  aboye  are  the  facts  relating  to  the  Potomac  taken 
I  letter  in  1890  by  Lieut.  Col.  Peter  C.  Hains,  the  Qoyemment  engineer  then  in 
9  of  the  improyements  on  the  Potomac. 

reply  to  your  oral  inouiries  in  regard  to  the  depth  of  water  available  for  yes- 
Btween  the  mouth  of  toe  Potomac  Kiver  and  Washiugton,  D.  C,  I  have  to  state 
rom  the  month  of  the  river  to  Kettle  Bottoms  about  30  feet  can  be  carried  at 
de.  Over  the  Kettle  Bottoms  there  is  an  available  depth  of  about  21  feet  at 
de,  or  about  22^  feet  at  high  tide.  From  Kettle  Bottoms  to  Maryland  Point 
is  ample  draft  for  the  largest  vessels.  From  Maryland  Point  to  Deep  Point 
is  about  21  feet  at  low  tide,  or  about  22^  feet  at  high  tide.  At  Deep  Point  there 
loal  on  which  there  is  a  depth  of  19  feet  at  low  tide,  or  20^  feet  at  high  tide. 
there  to  Oiesboro  Point  there  is  au  available  depth  of  from  24  to  27  feet  at  low 

Along  the  wharves  in  Washington  there  is  about  20  feet  at  low  tide. 
le  depth  in  the  river  could  be  increased  to  24  feet  at  low  tide  by  deepening  on 
>  Bottoms  and  between  Maryland  Point  and  Deep  Point,  the  cost  of  which 
I  not,  in  my  opinion,  exceed  about  $200,000.    This  is  not  an  estimate,  but  a 

• 

B  is  evidently  a  very  oonservative  estimate  of  the  possibilities,  for  the  former 
lent  of  the  Alexandria  Board  of  Trade,  who  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  was 
;ed  in  Potomac  River  transportation,  and  who  was  very  familiar  with  the  facts, 
le  would  for  $300,000  agree  to  provide  a  channel  of  29  feet  throughout  the  whole 
1  of  the  river. 

e  Washington  Star  of  August  18, 1897,  snpplements  some  of  the 
:oing  views  in  an  article  of  much  merit  and  information,  which 
council  now  reproduces,  as  follows: 

▲  DBT  DOCK  AT  WASHINOTOH. 

addition  to  the  concern  which  they  feel  as  citizens  of  the  Republlo  in  the  efforts 
leing  made  by  the  naval  authorities  to  secure  better  docking  facilities  for  the 
d's  warships,  the  people  of  Washington  undoubtedly  entertain  a  lingering  hope 
f  these  efforts  are  successful  one  of  the  new  docks  will  be  built  at  the  navy- 
in  this  oity.  The  first  and  most  important  local  effort  of  such  a  choice  of  site 
i  be  the  reclamation  of  a  portion  at  least  of  the  Anacostia  flats,  at  present  a 
Bg  menace  to  the  health  of  many  thousands.  The  naval  gun  foundry  at  the 
ftrd  is  now  almost  inaccessible  from  the  sea,  owing  to  the  negligence  on  the 
>f  Congress  in  dealing  with  the  serious  problem  which  the  Eastern  Branch  has 
Dted  for  years.  This  great  establishment,  which  should  be  easy  of  access  by 
srgest  battle  ships  of  the  Navy,  can  be  reached  only  at  high  tide,  and  then 
by  the  smallest  craft.  The  tug  that  draws  the  flatboats  to  and  from  Indian 
with  their  valuable  cargoes  is  with  great  difficulty  worked  to  her  dock  under 
ing  conditions,  and  the  day  is  near  when  the  foundry  will  be  utterly  cut  off 
the  proving  grounds  and  from  the  fleets  that  must  occasionally  assemble  on 
last.  That  the  ci^ital  of  the  nation,  located  on  the  Potomac  largely  because 
safe  distance  £rom  and  yet  easv  access  to  the  high  seas,  should  be  thus  cut  off 
communication  with  the  naval  force  was  a  contingency  that  probably  never 
red  to  the  statesmen  who  made  the  selection  of  a  site  as  even  the  most  remote 
lility.  That  it  should  be  thus  isolated  is  not  to  be  permitted. 
)  dry  dock  that  should  form  a  supplement  to  the  gun  foundry  and  the  nucleus 
lew  navy-yard  here  is  sadly  needed  by  the  naval  establishment.  That  our  ships 
be  sent  for  docking  to  the  British  Government  dry  dock  at  Halifax  is  a  shame 
I  American  nation.    The  naval  authorities  themselves  realize  the  situation,  and 
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thf)  Record  is  filled  with  their  appeals  to  CoDgrees  for  appropriations  for  di 
to  keep  pace  with  tbe  growing  sqacidrons.  A  board  of  officers  has  jnst  hcl 
ference  preliminary  to  the  preparation  of  a  project  for  sabmission  to  Congr 
winter  setting  forth  the  needs  of  the  service  in  this  line.  The  survey  of  tl 
tion  will  bo  incomplete  unless  the  advantages  of  Washington  as  a  site  for  a « 
thoroughly  investigated  and  exploited.  A  dock  of  the  desired  size  ooaldn 
built  in  Washington,  where  it  would  be  convenient  of  access  aa  regards 
from  the  sea,  and  yet  sufficiently  sheltered  from  an  enemy  to  be  secure.  T 
fact  can  not  be  maintained  as  to  the  docks  at  New  York  and  Norfolk. 

Of  course  to  the  cost  of  a  dock  at  the  local  navy-yard  must  be  added  the 
of  the  re-creatiun  of  a  proper  channel  to  the  yard.  This  project  of  itself 
more  than  the  dock,  but  it  is  to  be  recalled  that  of  late  Congress  has 
accepted  as  settled  the  ultimate  need  of  extensive  improvements  in  thisstrei 
answer  to  all  recent  appeals  on  this  subject  has  invariably  been  that  the  Ti 
at  too  low  an  ebb  to  warrant  such  an  expenditure,  and,  while  there  has 
denial  of  the  necessity  of  the  betterment,  both  from  a  sanitary  and  a  milit 
oi  view,  the  matter  has  been  set  aside  from  session  to  session  as  somethi 
done  "by  and  by." 

The  naval  authorities,  therefore,  have  reason  to  regard  this  project  as  vir 
down  for  accomplishment  at  some  time,  and  they  should  not  be  deterred  hy 
of  harbor  improvements  from  recommending  the  construction  of  a  dry  d 
The  two  worKs  need  not  proceed  toi:;ether.  The  site  for  the  dock  can  be  < 
determined  and  the  reclamation  of  the  marshes  and  the  channel  can  then  1 
plislied.  It  is  the  firm  belief  of  all  members  of  the  present  Administratioi 
new  tariff  will  soon  bring  in  an  abundant  revenue  and  create  a  surplus  int 
nry.  If  this  should  come  about  ttiere  will  no  longer  be  any  valid  reason 
poning  such  vitally  necessary  projects  as  the  rescue  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
mud  and  filth  and  the  recstabhshmeut  on  its  banks  of  a  fully  equipped  m 
with  a  gun  foondry  and  a  dry  dock. 

CHANNEL  TO  THE  PORT  ROYAL  DOCK. 


The  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  is  now  having  condemnation  proceeding 

I  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  preparatory  to  dredging  a  channel  to  the  dock  at  that  ph 

*  dock  is  large  enough  for  the  Indiatia  or  any  of  the  battle  ships,  but  can  not  b 

*  owing  to  the  shallow  channel.  Work  of  dredging  the  cWnnel  would  h 
I  begun  before,  but  it  was  necessary  for  the  Government  to  acquire  a  stri 

*  upon  which  to  deposit  the  dredging  and  to  make  a  channel  which  would  no 
I  up  as  soon  as  it  wiis  completed.  Early  next  month  a  contract  will  be  let  for 
I  a  channel  deep  enough  tor  the  large  ships. 

GRANITE    DRY    DOCK    AT    ROUND    BAY    AT    THE    HEAD    OP 
!  RIVER,  STATE  OF  MARYLAND,  AND  A  TIDAL  BASIN  IN  CONI 

THEREWITH,  ETC. 

In  the  gradual  development  of  our  Navy  and  of  the  Unitec 
Naval  Academy  plant  it  may  in  the  very  near  future  be  deeme 
sary  for  the  betterment  of  both,  outside  of  other  equally  im 
national  purposes,  to  establish  in  this  harbor  not  only  a  Unitec 
shipyard  for  both  repair  and  construction  but  also  a  granite  di 
conditions  the  more  probable  whenever  a  proper  depth  in  the  ch 
this  river  and  harbor  shall  have  been  secured,  such  as  will  ena 
sels  of  war  drawing,  say,  20  to  30  feet  of  water  to  enter  and 
any  stage  of  tide. 

While  Congress  during  the  ten  years  last  past  has  made  larg< 
priatious  of  money  for  the  due  development  of  our  naval  ser\ 
for  the  construction  of  proper  ships  of  war  of  the  greatest  nu 
tons'  displacement,  with  all  modern  appliances  and  convenienc 
has  furnished  them  with  formidable  armaments,  and  protects 
with  heavy  armor  plates,  yet  an  oversight  has  been  made  both 
gress  and  the  Navy  Department  in  not  making  ample  provision 
structing  dry  docks  at  suitable  places  in  the  United  States  al 
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itlantic,  Pacific,  and  Gulf  coasts;  docks  sufficient  in  number,  ade- 
quate in  capacity,  and  durable  as  to  material,  ko  as  to  coiivenicntly  dock 
Md  properly  accommodate  our  ships  of  war  of  the  greatest  number  of 
lODs' disphicemeut  at  all  times^  and  at  such  places  as  the  wants  of  our 
naral  service  may  show  to  be  imperative. 

The  United  States  now  own,  all  told  (good,  bad,  and  indifferent),  only 
eleren  dry  docks,  four  of  which  are  of  granite*and  seven  of  timber. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  dry  docks,  their  capac- 
ity, cost  of  construction,  where  located,  and  when  built,  now  owned  by 
the  United  States  Government: 


Looatiaii. 


PWiBMmtk.N.H lBlH-1851 


Dmte. 


Kind. 


SoUdd.  M.1M... 

i*«Trork,N.Y 

Do 

Do 

Laipifk  Ifsland,  PeDnaylvftuia 

SiirfoIk.V» 

Do 

FortRoval^S.  C.a 

Itatlaland.  Cjilifornia 

PSget  S«and,  Bremer  tun,  Wash. 


1^27-1853 

18H8-1H.0 
I8':i-Ls"j7 
INS.'- 1891 
18JH-1834 
IHSH  1890 
18:«1-1895 
1872-188C 
Ib9'2-189€ 


Ba].inc6,  wood 
(Jranito 

Titnbor 

....tlo 

.-..do 

Gnuiite 

Tiiubor 

...do 

Granite 

TiuiUtr 


Coat 


$732. 005 

972,  717 

2,U<):{,498 

595, 019 

554.  «y7 
548.  700 
913,(570 
501,980 
431,294 
2. 772.  322 
008. 812 


00 

.29 
05 
24 

.08 
00 
00 
76 
03 

.08 

.31 


Capae- 

it  V  A>r 

ships 

of— 


Tons. 

1,500 

3,  5!»0 

5.  (loO 

8.000 

12,  Ooo 

8,  <K)0 

3, (KM) 

8. (H>0 

12.  t»00 

10,  500 

12, 000 


tf  Paid  to  contractor  for  losa  by  cyclone,  $18,521.42. 

GranUe  dry  docks,  United  States  navy-yards,  Norfolk,  Va,,  and  Boston,  Mass, 

Feet. 

lUckness  of  sides  at  coping  (about) 7 

lluekness  of  sides  at  floor  (about) 35 

Sods,  about  the  same. 

Bottom  thickness,  5  feet  of  masonry  resting  upon  3^  feet  thickness  of  grillage, 
viticl]  in  turn  rests  upon  piles, 
^tire  iaeing  of  dressed  granite. 

Granite  dry  dock.  United  States  navy -yard,  Mare  Island,  Calif ornia. 

Feet. 

bckness  of  side  at  coping  (abpnt) 4 

lieknessof  side  at  floor  (about) 50 

Ind  thicknesses,  about  the  same. 

ieknesBof  bottom  (about) 8 

Satire  lacing  of  dressed  granite.    No  piling. 


Granite  dry  dock.  United  States  navy -yard,  New  York, 

Feet. 

ieknesaof  sides  at  coping  (about) 5 

ickness  of  sides  at  floor  (about) 39 

Lnd  thicknesses,  about  the  same. 

bottom  thickness,  4  feet  of  masonry  resting  upon  2^  feet  thickness  of  grillage, 

lich  in  turn  rests  upou  piling. 

Entire  facing  of  dressed  granite. 


i 
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The  following  is  a  table  of  the  dimensions  of  dry  docks  in  the  I 
States  navy -yards : 


Hftrbor. 


Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Boston,  Ml 


New  York,  N.Y.. 

Do 

Do 

Looffae  Isluid,  Pa 

N(^olk,Va 

Do 

PortRoyftl.S.G... 
MwelBlaiid,Gftl.. 
Pngot  Sound 


Kind. 


Balance. 
Graving 

dock. 
....do  ... 
....do ... 
....do... 
. .  •  .do  . . . 

do  ... 

— do  ... 
....do... 
....do ... 
....do ... 


Wood 

Granite.. 

» . . . qo  .«■• 

Wood 

....do 

....do 

Granite... 

Wood 

....do 

Granite... 
Wood  body, 
masonry 
entrance. 


§11 
5§ 


J 


Ft.  In. 
860  0 
890  6| 


800 
600 
070 
600 
831 
600 
495 
613 
050 


8 
0 
0 
0 
9 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Length  <m  floor,  head 
to— 


Onter 
gate 
sill. 


.Ft  In. 


807    6i 

838  8 
459  10 
020  8 
459  10 
302  9 
459  10 
450  0 
459  0 
018'  8 


Inner 
gate 
silL 


Ft.  In. 


860  11^ 

826  0 
439  10 
000  8 
439  10 
292  3 

439  10 

440  0 
438  0 
693    6 


Inner 
abat- 
ment. 


FLIn, 


292    6i 

254    0 

419  10 
680  8 
419  10 
227  10 

419  10 

420  0 
418  0 
673    6 


* 

n 

O 

43  • 
CI 

a 


Width  ofei 


8 


Ft.In.  Ft.  In. 
90    0 
00    0 


90 

80 
8  0 

11  0 
80 
76 
80 
96 
76 

10  0 


S 


66    0 
85    0 
106    2| 
85    0 
60 
85 
97 
80 
92 


0 
0 
0 


FLl 
60 

(•; 

(a 

5s: 

71 

62: 

(a 

62! 
66 
(a 


a  Inverted  aroh. 

So  grave  of  late  has  been  and  now  is  the  want  of  greater  and 
docking  facilities  for  onr  naval  vessels  that  the  naval  aiithori 
Washington  were  compelled  to  send,  in  August,  1897,  the  United 
battle  ship  Indiana  (normal  displacement,  10,298  tons,  and  when  '. 
with  coal  to  fall  banker  capacity,  11,000  tons,  and  24  feet  dr 
the  British  dry  dock  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  to  be  there  docket 
proper  examination  of  her  bottom  and  keel  and  such  repair  as  i 
be  foand  necessary,  and  concerning  which  the  Washington  E 
August  16, 1897,  published  as  follows : 


DOCKS  FOB  NAVAL  YXSSELS.— A  PROJECT  TO  BE  SUBIOTTED  TO 

OF  CONORBSS. 

Admiral  Bmioc^  commandant  of  the  Brooklyn  Navy-Tard^  Commodore  Chi 
chief  of  the  Equipment  Bureau,  and  Naval  Constructor  Dashiel  were  in  eoi 
with  Acting  Secretary  Roosevelt  at  the  Navy  Department  to-day,  consider 

feneral  way  the  subject  of  dry  docks  for  the  navid  vessels  of  tiie  United 
he  conference  is  preliminary  to  the  preparation  of  a  project  for  dry  docli 
submitted  to  Congress  at  the  next  session.  The  necessity  which  compel 
Indiana  to  go  to  Halifax  to  be  docked  has  aroused  the  Navy  Department  to  thi 
tance  of  having  a  system  of  docks  in  this  country  which  can  be  utilized  fo 
the  war  vessels. 

There  have  been  many  attempts  in  the  past  to  secure  better  docking  facil 
naval  vessels,  but  so  far  they  have  not  been  successful.  Several  plans  forth 
ing  of  large  docks  at  different  naval  stations  have  been  proposed,  but  none 
been  found  satisfactory.  Naval  officers  have  urged  the  importance  of  having 
dock  either  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  or  Portsmouth|  N.  H. ;  also  at  Norfolk 
some  point  on  the  Gulf,  possibly  in  the  month  of  the  Mississippi  River  near 
La.,  and  another  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  It  is  expected  that  the  reasons  for  moi 
and  the  urgent  necessity  of  two  or  more  capable  of  holding  the  largest  batt 
will  be  set  out  in  the  project  to  be  submitted  by  the  Navy  Department. 

The  following  are  the  dimensions  of  the  British  dry  dock  in  wh 
United  States  battle  ship  Indiana  was  docked  in  the  month  of  A 
1897,  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia:  Opened  September  20,  188$ 
strncted  of  stone;  length  over  all,  600  feet;  over  blocks,  560  feet; 
at  entrance,  top,  89.5  feet;  at  bottom,  81  feet;  depth  on  sill,  high 
ordinary  springs,  30  feet.  Walls  are  4  feet  6  inches  to  30  feet  in 
nesSy  of  concrete;  all  altars  are  of  granite;  also  the  sides,  which  are 
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jid  sides  of  dock  are  of  granite,  and  the  steps  which  are  set  on  each 
and  the  copings  are  of  granite;  also  the  entrances  all  granite.  AH 
ite  is  dressed,  single  axed.  The  floor  is  concrete,  plac^  npon  solid 
with  pitch  pine  timber  bedded  in  same,  the  whole  being  covered 
5  inches  of  pitch-pine  plank.  Granite  blocks  0  feet  by  3  feet  are 
d  under  all  keel  blocks,  and  granite  is  under  all  bilge  blocks,  Oost 
tated  at  $750,000.    There  is  no  tidal  basin  connected  with  this  dry 

Spring  rise  of  tide  at  Halifax,  0  feet.    The  neap  rise  of  tides 
t,  the  neap  range  3  feet.    Width  of  channel  into  port,  one-half 

Depth  in  channd,  from  10  to  20  fathoms.  Average  depth  of 
r  in  harbor,  about  13  fathoms.  Depth  of  water  in  harbor  off  the 
is  from  10  to  11  &thoms. 

e  great  necessity,  now  every  where  admitted  and  by  no  one  denied, 
ven  by  our  own  naval  authorities,  who,  in  August,  1897,  ordered 
.1  Constructor  Bobert  B.  Dashiel,  United  States  Navy,  to  England 
^ales,  to  there  secure  proper  information  for  the  United  States 
L  board  hereinbefore  referred  to,  now  preparing  a.  project  for  a 
m  of  dry  docks  for  the  better  and  larger  docking  facilities  for  our 
1  vessels,  is  snch  that  the  general  subject-matter  will  no  doubt  be 
>fficially  before  Congress  at  its  next  session, 
is  grave  necessity  mnst  lead  to  the  consideration  of  the  question 
lopting  a  Governmental  policy  of  either  enlarging  our  present 
locks  at  their  present  locations  or  the  establishment  of  new  dry 
s  at  their  present  sites  or  at  such  new  and  different  sites  as  may 
ar  either  geographically  or  otherwise  to  recommend  themselves, 
view  oif  these  premises,  this  council  feel  justified  in  urging  before 
as  Maryland's  delegation  in  Congress,  and  through  you  upon  Con- 
I,  the  location  of  Hound  Bay,  at  the  head  of  Severn  Biver,  Mary- 
,  as  presenting  very  many  strong  recommendations  as  furnishing 
itable  site  whereat  to  construct  a  new  granite  dry  dock,  with 
city  for  dot^king  any  United  States  vessel  of  the  maximum  num- 
»f  tons  displacement  under  extreme  conditions  of  load. 
»und  Bay  is  situate  at  the  head  of  Severn  Biver,  some  10  to  12  miles 
its  mouth,  where  it  empties  into  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  is  over  1 
wide  and  thoroughly  sheltered  from  all  storms  and  perfectly  pro- 
Mi  from  all  enemies.  It  is  landlocked,  accessible  to  the  sea,  and 
y  and  cheaply  reached  by  land  or  water.  It  is  in  close  proximity 
>th  the  Pennsylvania  and  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  systems 
their  respective  feeders,  and  is  within  reach  of  the  United  States 
a  Academy,  and  for  all  the  purposes  recited  in  this  report  pos- 
»  advantages  during  peace  or  war  not  surpassed  by  any  locality 
he  entire  Atlantic  Seaboard,  and  where  the  midshipmen  at  the 
ed  States  Naval  Academy  may  daily  enjoy  an  object  lesson  of  value; 
it  may  be  more  or  less  essential  in  the  perfection  of  their  studies 
Dg  their  naval  course  at  said  Academy. 

le  water  in  Bound  Bay  is  now  from  21  to  23  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
at  the  head  of  Severn  Biver,  the  water  of  which  is  of  equal  depth 
tat  of  said  Bound  Bay,  and  which  depth  this  council  urges  upon 
and  through  you  upon  Congress,  should  be  improved  by  increasing 
channel  depth  of  said  river  and  of  said  Bound  Bay  and  Annapolis 
tx>r  to  30  feet  and  widened  to  150  feet  at  the  bottom,  with  side 
BS 1  on  3  at  mean  low  water. 

>  secure  said  latter  result,  and  to  construct  said  dry  dock  on  said 
nd  Bay,  this  council  now  respectfully  urges  upon  you  to  secure 
appropriation  adequate  to  straightening  said  channel  and  widening 
\  150  feet  and  deex>ening  it  to  30  feet  from  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to 
md  Bay^  with  a  proper  tidal  basin  near  said  dock. 
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While  said  proposed  dry  dock  is  being  con sti acted  the  said  ii{ 
ment  of  said  river  could  be  going  on,  and  all  said  works,  from  t 
of  commencing  same,  be  completed  by  the  end  of  two  years. 

Attention  is  especially  called  to  the  extensive  quarries  of  e: 
granite  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  Eiver,  with  all  water  ( 
thence  to  Eound  Bay,  and  also  other  large  quarries  of  granite  i 
iird  and  other  counties  of  Maryland,  with  direct  and  cheap  i 
transportation  from  said  quarries  to  Bound  Bay  by  the  const 
of  less  than  5  miles  of  new  railroad. 

Severn  River  possesses  a  feature  rarely  if  ever  enjoyed  by  an 
stream,  to  wit,  of  having  at  its  head  at  Bound  Bay  water  wi( 
deeper  than  at  its  mouth.  1 

The  freedom  from  ice  of  this  river  and  bay  in  nearly  all  winti 
feature  of  no  small  value  during  peace  or  war.    (For  valuable 
peake  Bay  ice  statistics,  especially  from  Baltimore  to  the  m<l 
Severn  River  or  to  Thomas  Point,  this  council  refers  you  to  pi 
to  52  of  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  102,  Fifty-third  Congress,  second  s< 

It  has  frequently  been  stated  that  had  the  Severn  Biverand 
Bay  been  situate  either  in  the  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  1 
chusetts,  Bhode  Island,  or  Connecticut,  that  their  delegations  i 
gross  would  have  long  since  secured  from  Congress  an  approp 
of  money  adequate  to  making  these  proposed  improvements,  au 
this  stream  would  long  since  have  been  one  of  the  Tynes  or  Cl> 
America — both  banks  with  continuous  lines  of  towns  and  village 
Bound  Bay  to  the  Chesapeake. 

This  council  submits  a  map  of  said  Severn  Biver  and  of  Bonni 
the  same  being  a  section  of  chart  No.  135  of  the  official  charts 
United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Surveys  of  1896. 

This  section  of  Coast  Survey  Chart  No.  135  gives  the  location  o. 
Island  and  of  so  much  of  Chesapeake  Bay  as  shows  its  whole 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Severn  Biver  and  said  island,  and  of  so 
of  the  western  shore  of  Cliesapeake  Bay  as  is  situate  between  the 
of  West  Biver  on  the  south  and  Magothy  Biver  on  the  north.  Tb 
gestion  is  made  that  if  this  memorial  be  ordered  to  be  printed  bj 
gress,  the  plates  from  which  this  engraved  chart.  No.  135,  was  p: 
could  be  economically  used  in  multiplying  copies  of  this  map. 

By  an  official  report  on  European  dockyards  made  under  due  aut 
by  Naval  Constructor  Philip  Hichborn,  United  States  Navy  (no^ 
of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Bepair,  United  States  Navy  D 
ment,  Washi  ngton,  D.  0. ),  submitted  on  October  12, 1885,  to  the  thei 
of  that  bureau.  Naval  Constructor  Theodore  D.  Wilson,  United  I 
Navy,  and  printed  by  authority  of  Congress,  it  appears  that  the  E 
Government  had  at  Portsmouth,  England,  alone,  more  stone  dry 
than  the  United  States  has  now  all  put  together  on  our  Atlantic,  P 
and  Gulf  coasts,  including  all  those  constructed  of  stone  and  of  ti 

It  is  also  shown  that  the  pay  roll  at  said  Portsmouth  dockyard 
showed  5,6G0  employees,  representing  in  wages  alone  $1,916,33 
annum;  that  it  is  at  this  shipyard  where  England  pursues  a  poll 
grouping  under  its  own  auspices  and  at  one  and  the  same  localit 
facilities  necessary  to  the  full  completion  of  her  modern  ships  o^ 
fully  equipped  with  men,  provisions,  coal,  guns,  and  ammunitict 
ready  for  active  commission  on  leaving  said  shipyards. 

It  was  also  at  said  Portsmouth  shipyard  where  England  had 
lished  one  of  her  largest  convict  prisons,  which  is  never  empty  fori 
of  inmates,  who  are  never  idle  for  want  of  work  in  connection  with 
branch  of  the  works  at  that  greatest  of  all  British  yards. 
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The  said  British  granite  dry  dock  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  is  not  only 
larger  than  any  dry  dock  owned  by  the  United  States  along  the  Atlantic 
Coast,  bat  English  policy  has  constracted  in  close— almost  jnxta — 
proxiiinty  to  our  own  coast  other  similar  dry  docks,  one  at  Esquimalt, 
Vancouver  Island,  British  Columbia,  one  at  Kingston,  Ontario,  one  at 
Qaebec,.  Canada,  and  one  at  St.  Johns,  ^"^ewfoandiaud. 

In  reference  to  these  dry  docks,  over  which  the  flag  of  England  floats^ 
and  the  part  they  are  capable  of  playing  in  any  national  conflict 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Frank  G.  Carpenter, 
the  popular  writer  and  able  jonmalist,  writing  for  the  Washington 
Evening  Star  from  Quebec,  Canada,  under  date  of  September  6, 1897, 
a  letter  published  in  that  journal  Saturday,  September  11, 1897,  recites 
as  follows: 

CANADA'S  DEFENSRS— A  VISIT  TO  THB  FAMOUS  OLD  FORT  OF  QUEBBO. 

The  fact  that  one  of  onr  bi^<;e8t  battle  ships,  the  Indiana,  ianow  hi  the  dry  dock 
at  Halifax  is  a  striking  evidence  of  our  want  of  preparation  for  a  possible  war  with 
Creat  Britain.  The  Canadians  point  to  the  fact  with  exaltation,  and  rather  sneer  at 
Uncle  Sam  for  hayinj;  to  go  out  of  his  own  boundaries  to  clean  the  barnacles  off  of 
his  men-of-war.  The  Canadians  have  six  good  dry  docks  in  which  their  naval  ves- 
sels can  be  cleaned.  They  have  five  of  these  on  the  At!  an  tie  Coast,  and  there  is  a 
magnificent  one  at  the  entrance  to  Puget  Sound,  on  the  Paoific.  Canada  has  within 
vecent  years  been  steadily  improving  her  defenses.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad, 
which  is  one  of  the  best-equipped  lines  in  the  world,  was  largely  built  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  the  line  of  steamers  which  goes  from  Vancouver  to  Hongkong  is  subsidized 
by  England. 

BSQUIMALT  DRY  DOCK. 

England  has  a  naval  station  so  close  to  our  northwestern  boundary  that  within 
four  hours  her  men-of-war  could  steam  from  it  to  within  shooting  distance  of  Seattle 
mnd  Tacoma.    This  station  is  at  Ksquimalt,  very  near  the  city  of  Victoria,  on  Van- 
couver Island.     It  is  connected  with  Victoria  by  an  electric  railroad.    The  charao- 
ter  of  the  island  is  mountainous,  and  the  mountains  come  down  to  the  water  so  that 
they  form  here  a  shelter  from  the  storms  and  make  the  harbor  an  excellent  one. 
This  fort  practically  controls  the  Straits  of  Fuca  and  the  entrance  to  Puget  Sound. 
Xt  is  so  near  our  coast  that  the  morning  and  evening  guns  may  be  heard  in  the 
American  town  of  Port  Townsend  across  the  way.     General  Miles,  who  was  sta- 
t>ioned  for  a  long  time  on  the  Pacific,  says  that  in  twenty-four  hours  the  British 
4eet  at  Eequimalt  could  take  absolute  possession  of  Puget  Sound  and  destroy  its 
cities  and  towns.    This  fort  thus,  to  a  certain  extent,  controls  the  two  great  trunk 
X^ailroads  which  pass  through  the  northern  part  of  the  United  States  and  have  their 
'termini  at  Sti^attle  and  Tacoma.    I  refer  to  the  Northern  Pacific  and  the  Great 
Northern.    The  dry  docks  at  both  Halifax  and  Esquimalt  are  large  enough  for  the 
biggest  battle  ships.    The  dock  at  Esquimalt  is  bnilt  of  stone,  and  is  said  to  be  one 
«f  Uie  finest  of  the  world. 

THB  DEFENSES  OF  TBI  ffT.  LAWBE^'CE. 

Here  at  Quebec  yon  see  something  of  the  defenses  which  Canada  has  been  oon- 
s  trncting  within  recent  years.  She  has  dredged  the  St.  Lawrence  so  that  the  biggest 
^cean  steamers  can  go  to  Montreal,  and  she  has  built  such  a  set  of  canals  that  small 
steamers  can  get  clear  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior.  The  dredging  of  the  St. 
^-.Awrence  has  made  Montreal  the  chief  seaport  of  Canada,  and  Quebec  is  now  more 
than  ever  pnrely  a  city  of  defense.  The  city  has  been  tailed  the  Gibraltar  of 
-^jnerica.  It  is  ae  sleepy  as  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  were  it  not  for  the  firing  of  the 
^ons  on  the  many  forts  about  it  morning  and  evening,  and  the  tramping  now  and 
«l)en  of  a  company  of  soldiers  through  ite  rocky  streets,  you  might  almost  imagine 
^%a  city  of  the  dead.  It  has  about  60,000  people,  and  is,  if  anything,  falling  off 
^  population.  The  town  is  built  on  a  great  bluff,  which  rises  almost  vertically  350 
^eetfrom  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  which  at  this  point  is  less  than  a  mile  wide.  This 
i^luff  is  rocky,  and  from  its  sides,  in  sailing  along  the  St.  Lawrence,  you  can  seethe 
*^nths  of  cannon  frowning  down  upon  you.  Upon  the  highest  part  of  Uio  bluff 
Viere  is  a  ^reat  fort,  known  as  the  citadel.  This  has  immense  walls  of  stona,  upon 
^he  top  oi  which  are  many  cannon.  The  fort  includes  about  42  acres,  filled  with 
VkarracKB  and  magazines.  Back  of  the  fort,  some  distance  away,  are  the  Plains  of 
Abraham,  where  the  French  and  the  British  fought  in  1759.    The  English  troops 
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landed  from  the  BritlBh  fleet  nnder  the  oover  of  darkness,  scaled  the  eliflb,  and,  ondef 
General  Wolfe,  formed  their  lines  of  battle.  Wolfe  died  on  the  field,  and  Montcalm, 
the  French  general,  was  mortally  wonnded.  It  was  by  this  fight  that  the  English 
finallv  got  possession  of  Quebec.  It  was  about  fifteen  years  later  that  Benediet 
Arnold  and  the  American  troops  fought  the  British  here  and  were  defiMted. 

nsrna  thb  ioBTinoA,TioHB. 

I  Tisited  the  fort  this  morning,  climbing  up  the  steps  which  lead  from  the  DnfFeiiD 
terrace  to  it.  My  camera  was  taken  from  me  before  I  was  admitted,  and  under  the 
guard  of  a  soldier  I  was  shown  oyer  the  fort.  The  most  of  the  guns  are  old  ooe^ 
though  I  am  told  that  there  are  seyeral  7  and  8  inch  modem  guns  among  them. 
There  are  dozens  of  mortars,  with  piles  of  cannon  balls  lying  beside  them,  and  I 
walked  over  the  ground  below  whicn  were  stored  the  magazines  of  the  fbrtincation. 
From  the  edge  or  the  battlement  on  the  other  side  of  &e  river  I  could  see  three 
other  forts,  which  have  oost,  I  am  told,  $25,000,000,  and  in  the  sides  of  the  hill  below 
me  I  saw  the  black  holes  behind  which  were  cannon.  The  soldier  who  took  me  oTer 
the  fort  was  a  thorough  Englishman  and  a  thorough  beggar.  He  told  me  in  respoose 
to  my  question  as  to  how  he  liked  the  life  of  a  soldier,  that  it  depended  upon  bow 
he  was  treated  firom  time  to  time.  Said  he:  ''Ton  see,  I  get  only  30  cents  a  day  for 
my  pay,  but  visitors  sometimes  give  me  somethin|[  for  showiuff  them  aronnd.  We 
soldiers  take  turns  in  taking  the  tourists  over  the  fort,  and  we  depend  upon  our  ieei 
for  our  extra  boots  and  clothes.  I  only  get  two  suits  of  clothes  a  year  fW>m  the  Got- 
emmeut,  and  you  know  that  30  cents  a  day  is  not  much."  I  made  the  man  happy  by 
giving  him  a  quarter  when  1  left  him. 

As  I  walke'd  down  the  hill  back  of  the  fort  I  saw  something  aa  to  how  the  Csn*- 
dian  soldiers  earn  their  30  cents  a  day.  Some  were  working  on  the  road,  otbeiB 
were  cutting  grass,  and  a  third  gang  was  making  a  fence.  There  are  only  180  wl- 
diers  in  the  fort  on  the  citadel,  and  1  am  told  that  the  garrisons  of  the  other  forto 
are  equally  small. 

Not  only  this,  bat  England  has  constmcted  similar  docks  at  other 
places,  where  the  flag  of  England  floats  for  the  protection  of  her  com- 
mercial supremacy. 

As  late  as  August  7, 1897,  a  cablegram  from  London  recites  as  foUoirs: 

HARBOB  AND  DOCK  AT  SIMONS  TOWN. 

London,  August  7. — ^A  dispatch  to  the  Times  from  Cape  Town  says  the  Imperial 
GoYemment  intends  to  huild  a  harhor  and  graving  dock  at  Simons  Town,  at  a  oot( 
of  £2,500,000. 

Simons  Town  is  a  town  of  Gape  Colony,  on  Simons  Bay,  about  25 
miles  south  of  Gape  Town.  It  is  the  port  to  which  ships  resort  for  > 
repairs,  and  is  situate  on  the  west  shore  of  False  Bay,  on  the  east  coast  > 
of  Africa,  about  12  miles  north  of  the  Gape  of  Oood  Hope  and  aboat  ! 
one-third  the  distance  between  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope  and  Cape  Townt  ! 
which  is  situate  on  Table  Bay,  in  South  Africa.  I 

So  that  it  fully  appears  that,  whatever  else  the  British  Goyemment  i 
may  possibly  have  neglected  in  the  past,  or  is  neglecting  in  the  piesent, 
in  the  full  development  of  her  finaucial  growtii,  in  her  gigantic  com- 
mercial march  around  the  world,  she  has  not  neglected  or  is  nov 
neglecting  her  navy  or  failing  to  make  adequate  provision  by  dry  docks 
for  their  proper  repair  in  their  cruise  to  every  sea  to  maintain  English  r 
conquest  in  every  clime. 

While  the  international  celebration  in  June,  1897,  of  the  British  1 
Queen's  diamond  jubilee  was  grand  in  all  its  features  and  proportionsy 
yet  in  no  respect,  view  it  as  we  may,  was  it  so  grand  as  in  that  mtf-  - 
yelous  naval  exhibit,  where  were  rendezvoused  under  the  English  flafe 
in  one  grand  British  fleet,  166  English  vessels  of  war,  the  strongest  smI  I 
most  effective  fleet  which  ever  floated  on  or  sailed  the  seas,  a  fleet  ^ 
which  included  torpedo  boats  and  torpedo  destroyers  of  30  knots,  to  ^ 
the  formidable  battle  ships  of  the  maximum  displacement  and  of  the  "i 
greatest  power  ever  built. 
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Phis  greatest  of  all  great  naval  exhibits  was  Dot  a  useless  expend!* 
e  of  Euglish  sovereigns,  but  was  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  other 
:ion8  that  England  was  not  only  the  mistress  of  the  sea,  but  to  evi- 
ice  the  strength  and  capacity  of  England's  imperial  policy  of  defend- 
'  the  shores  of  her  own  domain  by  demonstrating  her  ability,  through 

*  naval  strategy  and  skillful  naval  maneuvers,  to  destroy  the  com- 
roe  of  all  other  civilized  nations  on  the  high  seas  or  of  successfully 
acking  and  devastating  their  own  coasts  where  defenseless,  or  block- 
ng  or  destroying  their  own  harbors  where  exposed,  or  bombarding 
destruction  their  own  cities  (like  ours)  where  not  properly  protected 
m  hostile  fleets. 

Speaking  in  an  open  session  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on 
y  13, 1897,  of  this  grand  English  naval  exhibit,  and  of  its  national 
ining,  Hon.  William  M.  Stewart,  United  States  Senator,  said  as 
owe: 

[OongrMttonal  Beoord,  July  U,  1887,  p.  8882.] 

■  

r.  Stbwabt.  Mr.  Premdent,  I  wish  to  enter  a  protest  here  and  now  against  any 
ression  that  the  United  States  wiU  not  he  oompelled  to  hnild  a  great  navy  in 
;r  to  maintain  its  position  as  a  ^^reat  nation. 
T.  Hale.  It  will  have  to  finish  its  ships,  will  it  notf 

T.  Stewart.  The  threat  exhibited  by  Great  Britain  in  the  Jnhilee  prooeedings  is 
aming  to  the  world  that  it  is  either  hnild  ships  or  subjugation.  Great  Britain 
over  ^0,000,000  slaves,  besides  what  she  can  make  by  her  commercial  trade,  for 
350,000,000  Hindoos  are  the  most  abject  slaves  the  world  has  ever  known.  The 
ptians  are  slaves  and  are  whipped  on  the  back.  Wherever  the  power  of  Great 
»in  extends  over  other  nations,  she  enslaves  them,  and  she  invites  the  world  to 
old  an  armament  the  like  of  which  was  not  only  never  seen  before,  but  which 
itively  surpasses  the  imagination  of  man. 

his  power,  I  say,  is  surrounding  us,  with  her  guns  pointed  to  the  great  Republic 
D  every  side,  building  fortifications  from  Halifax  around  to  the  Gulf  and  on  the 
ific  Coast,  spending  millions,  yea,  hundreds  of  millions,  to  point  jb^uus  at  us  and 
luild  fortifications.  With  such  a  navy  as  she  has,  hostile  as  she  is  to  free  insti- 
ons,  greedy  as  she  is  of  slaves,  it  is  idle  to  talk  about  suspending  the  building  of 
ivy  if  the  great  Kepublic  is  to  continue. 

otbing  is  more  humiliating  than  the  idea  that  two  or  three  men*,  with  Carnegie 
heir  head,  can  dictate  the  terms  upon  which  the  Navy  must  be  built.  It  is  bad 
Dgh  to  have  monopoly  in  other  things,  but  to  have  a  few  private  parties  stand  in 
gateway  between  us  and  self-defense  is  something  which  we  ought  never  to 
rate. 

B  to  Mr.  Carnegie  himself,  some  suspicion  may  exist  with  respect  to  which  side 
f oiild  take  in  case  of  conflict  between  us  and  his  country.  If  he  took  our  side, 
light  endanger  his  prospect  for  good  standing  in  English  society  and  the  chances 
«ing  returned  to  the  English  Parliament,  fbr  which,  I  understand,  he  is  very 
»ition9.  Before  I  would  submit  to  his  saying,  **  You  shall  give  me  your  millions 
on  shall  not  build  a  navy,''  I  would  stop  here  and  now,  and  build  a  plant  capa- 
of  building  such  ships  as  might  be  necessary  for  self-defense.  Two  more  ships 
do  ns  no  good.  If  that  is  all  we  have  got  to  do,  then  they  had  better  rot. 
»n  we  sec  the  miles  and  miles  in  extent  of  the  wonderful  armament  that  England 
ibits,  two  more  ships  will  add  nothing  to  ns,  comparatively,  if  we  are  under  the 
tss'itj  of  building  a  navy,  as  I  believe  we  are,  though  I  deprecate  it  exceedingly. 
wish  civilization  had  advanced  in  the  right  direction.  I  wish  this  highly  civil- 
country  before  which  we  bow  down,  which  is  our  pretended  friend  and  our 
lly  enemy,  had  turned  its  attention  to  some  other  mode  of  civilization.  I  wish 
»d  not  exhibited  in  this  jubilee  celebrution  the  most  gigantic  navy  the  world 

•  saw.  I  wish  it  had  not  menaced  civil  institutions  everywhere.  I  wish  the 
lee  had  not  been  a  threat.    I  wish  the  sixty  years  which  preceded  it  had  not 

ked  the  most  terrible  progress  in  slavery  and  oppression  of  any  sixty  years  in 
lan  history.  I  wish  it  had  not  occurred. "  Having  occurred,  it  stands  before  us. 
lieve  that  our  duty  as  American  citizens  is  to  be  prepared  to  defend  the  Amevi- 
flag,  and  I  would  not  have  a  Carnegie  or  any  other  candidate  for  the  British 
liament  say  what  we  shall  pay  for  ships  or  whether  we  shall  have  them  at  all. 
;  seems  to  me  the  only  course  open  to  us  is  to  build  suoh  works  as  may  be  ncces- 
Sr  to  enable  ns  to  be  independent  in  the  matter  of  self-defense  at  least.  The 
onnt  of  the  blackmail  which  is  now  demanded  is  a  bagatelle.  Nobody  cares  for 
ki.    It  is  hut  a  amaU  percentage  of  what  has  gone  before,  bat  steps  to  prevent 
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this  blaokmail  can  not  be  taken  too  soon.  I  am  in  favor  of  putting  on  the  pending 
bill  a  provision  authorizing  the  couHtruction  of  a  plant  sufhcient  to  provide  for 
emergencies,  sufficient  to  enable  the  United  States  to  be  independent  in  the  matter 
of  self-defense. 

This  importaDt  public  and  warning  declaration  so  openly  and  recently 
made  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  support  of  the  reasons  therein 
recited  for  maintaining  an  efficient  Navy,  with  all  that  which  an  eflident 
Navy  clearly  means,  has  recently  been  supplemented  by  the  present 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Hon.  Theodore  lioosevelt,  in  an  able 
article  published  in  the  Baltimore  American  of  September  5, 1897. 

In  this  article  are  briefly  and  tersely  summarized  sundry  recitals  and 
recommendations  of  nearly  all  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  from 
Washington  to  McKinley,  in  behalf  of  maintaining  the  American  Navy 
at  the  highest  possible  standard  of  proficiency  and  efficiency. 

As  this  article  bears  directly  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  efficiency 
of  our  Navy,  and  as  naval  efficiency  can  not  be  secured  without  an 
ade<juate  number  of  dry  docks  judiciously  established  so  far  as  geo- 
graphical locations  are  concerned,  this  council,  therefore,  now  reproduces 
this  article,  which  is  as  follows: 

. 

A  NAVY  18  NECK8SARY— TUB  VIEWS  OF  THE  PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  COUNTRY  COMPILKD- 
HON.  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT,  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY,  POINTS  OXTF  THE  IMPORTANTl 
OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  NATIONAL  SERVICE,  AND  ADDS  THE  OPINIONS  KXPRKSSBD 
BY  THE  DIFFERENT  EXECUTIVES,  FRoJ  WASHINGTON  TO  M'KINLEY — ^THE  8XEVICES 
THAT  HAVE   BEEN  RENDERED. 

The  foUowing  references  by  Presidenta  of  the  United  States  to  the  urgent  need  of 
the  ITuited  States  possessing  a  proi)er  Navy,  corresponding  to  the  nation's  positioD 
as  a  great  power,  and  ready  at  any  time  for  efficient  service  in  war,  conld  be  multi- 
plied a  thousandfold  from  the  speeches  and  writings  of  almost  all  the  stat^^inen  who 
have  striven  disinterestedly  and  intelligently  for  the  true  honor  and  greatness 
of  America.  By  no  means  all  of  the  references  made  by  the  Presidents  themselves 
have  been  taken.  Many  of  them,  such  as  President  Taylor's  urgent  appeals  fortho 
establishment  of  a  retiring  list,  and  pension  list,  and  the  improvement  of  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  Navy,  or  the  recitals  of  the  glory  gained  and  couferred  by  the  Navy  in 
the  war  of  1812  and  the  civil  war,  are  omitted  bc^cause  they  do  not  bear  on  the  prob- 
lem of  the  present  day,  which  is,  in  my  owu  opinion,  to  further  strengthen  the  Navy, 
both  in  material  and  personnel,  in  battleships,  in  torpedo  boats,  in  dry  docks,  in 
numbers  of  officers  and  men. 

Fortunately,  the  quality  of  the  ships  and  guns,  and  of  the  officers  and  men  th*t 
we  have,  is  excellent. 

The  utterances  of  the  Presidents  here  quoted  tell  in  outline  the  growth  of  the 
Navy.  Washington  first  advocated  its  formation  for  reasons  which  apply  now  li 
forcibly  as  they  applied  when  he  wrote,  over  a  century  ago.  What  he  said  showi 
well  how  on  this,  as  on  all  other  questions,  the  greatest  of  Americans  approached 
every  problem  of  vital  interest  to  America  in  a  spirit  of  the  broadest  patriotism  iixi 
8tate.smaiis1iip,  combined  with  clear  appreciation  of  the  needs  of  the  present  and 
keen  insi^'ht  into  the  greater  needs  which  the  future  would  develop. 

ITiidor  the  elder  Adams  the  Navy  which  Washington  advocated  was  actually  be^t 
and  even  in  its  infancy  it  accomplished  feats  of  note.  The  work  of  building  it  op 
was  unwisely  stopped,  and  the  war  of  1812  showed  clearly  the  vital  benehts  conferred 
upon  the  nation  by  the  little  Navy  which  it  possessed  and  the  terrible  loss  and 
damage  caused  by  the  fact  that  in  size  this  Navy  was  but  a  small  fraction  of  what 
it  should  have  been.  The  utterivnces  of  Monroe,  the  younger  Adams,  and  Andre* 
Jacksim  show  that  the  lesson  was  at  least  partially  learned,  and  our  Navy,  thongh 
never  brought  up  quite  to  the  standard  it  should  have  been  in  point  of  size,  was 
nevertheless  maintained  in  a  condition  not  w^hoUy  out  of  proportion  to  the  needs 
and  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

Especial  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  third  quotation  from  Andrew  .Jackson. 
The  victor  of  New  Orleans  had  that  "instinct  for  the  jugular '^  which  is  possessed  by 
every  great  tighter.  All  that  he  says  applies  to  the  ])resent  day,  for,  as  he  points 
out  so  clearly,  the  only  effective  defensive  is  the  offensive;  the  only  way  to  defend 
our  own  sea  coast  properly  is  to  attack  our  enemy  instead  of  waiting  for  him  to 
attack  US.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  we  can  not  afford  to  relv  purely  upon  torpedo 
boats  or  upon  any  kind  of  mere  coast-defcnsf  vessels.  Thougli  it  is,  of  course,  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  an  abundance  of  torpedo  boats,  we  mubt  also  possess  ft 
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powerful  fleet  of  ships  able  to  hold  the  seas,  able  to  make  loDg  vovages,  to  stand 
roagh  weather,  and  to  meet  and  overcome  in  1  he  shock  of  actual  iBpht  any  enemy's 
fleet,  for  it  is  the  enemy's  fleet  which  should  be  the  true  objective  in  naval  war. 
Fortifications  are  indispensable,  but  they  in  no  sense  equal  or  supply  the  place  of  a 
6ghtiug  navy. 

The  effect  of  bringing  the  Navy  up  to  something  lik6  a  proper  standard  was  shown 
Id  the  inestimable  services  it  rendered  during  the  civil  war.  It  is  characteristic  of 
Lincoln's  farseeing  statesmanship  and  loving  care  for  the  welfare,  ultimate  as  well 
as  immediate,  of  the  people  for  whom  he  was  soon  to  lay  down  his  life,  that  in  the 
midst  of  the  iron  stress  of  the  civil  war,  when  the  problems  of  the  present  would 
have  wholly  absorbed  any  lesser  man,  he  should  yet  have  thought  ot  the  future  in 
connection  with  our  Navy  and  should  have  advocated  the  building  of  those  sea- 
going battle  ships  which,  though  not  needed  in  civil  strife,  would  most  assuredly  be 
indispensable  if  the  honor  and  renown  of  America  were  t-o  be  upheld  against  foreign 
powers. 

After  the  close  of  the  civil  war  there  came  a  period  of  reaction  and  decline.  In 
spite  of  President  Grant's  repeated  warnings  and  protests  a  spirit  of  economy  pro- 
Tailed,  and  our  Navy  was  suffered  to  sink  below  the  level  of  that  of  even  the  third- 
rate  x>ower8.  Then,  in  the  middle  of  President  Arthur's  Administration,  the  turn 
came.  The  |H'ople  and  their  representatives  awoke  to  what  was  demanded  by 
national  self-respect,  and  ever  since  then,  under  every  Administration,  the  work  of 
building  up  has  ^one  steadily  on. 

In  point  of  eflieiency  our  ships  need  fear  comparison  with  those  of  no  foreign 
nation,  and,  though  they  are  not  as  numerous  as  they  should  ultimately  be,  yet  long 
strides  in  the  ri<!ht  direction  have  been  taken.  If  we  continue  to  build  up  our  Navy 
for  a  few  years  to  come  along  the  lines  we  have  followed  for  the  fifteen  years  imme- 
diately past  we  shall,  within  a  comparatively  short  period,  place  tho  United  States 
where  she  should  be — among  the  naval  powers  of  the  world.  Such  a  navy  would  be, 
as  all  of  our  great  leaders  from  the  days  ot  Washington  and  the  elder  Adams  to  our 
own  tiave  pointed  out,  the  surest  guarantee  of  peace ;  and  if  by  any  unlucky  chance 
we  were  to  have  war  it  would  not  mcvrcly  save  us  from  material  disasters,  but,  what 
is  of  incalculably  more  moment,  it  would  prevent  that  loss  of  national  honor  which 
would  be  felt  as  keenly  in  the  farthest  interior  of  the  country  as  on  the  seaboard  of 
the  Atlantic  or  the  Pacific. 

Thbodorb  Roosevelt, 

Aisittant  Secreiarym 

asoaaa  wASHmoroR. 
[December  8,  1708.1 

To  Beenre  respect  to  a  neutral  flag  requires  a  naval  force  organized  and  ready  to 
vindicate  it  from  insult  or  aggression.  This  may  even  prevent  the  necessity  of  going 
to  war  by  discouraging  belligerent  powers  from  committing  such  violations  of  the 
rights  of  the  neutral  party  as  may,  first  or  last,  leave  no  other  option. 

These  considerations  invite  the  United  States  to  look  to  the  means  and  to  set 
ahoQt  the  gradual  creation  of  a  navy. 

However  pacific  the  general  policy  of  a  nation  may  be,  it  ought  never  to  be  with- 
out an  adequate  stock  of  military  knowledge  for  emergencies.  This  lack  would 
impair  the  energy  of  its  character  and  hazard  its  safety  or  expose  it  to  greater  evils 
when  war  could  not  be  avoided.  Besides  that,  war  might  often  not  depend  upon  its 
own  choice.  In  proportion  as  the  observance  of  pacific  maxims  might  exempt  a 
nation  from  the  necessity  of  practicing  the  rules  of  the  military  art  ought  to  be  its 
care  in  preserving  and  transmitting,  by  proper  establishments,  the  knowledge  of 
that  art.  The  art  of  war  is  at  ouce  comprehensive  and  complicated.  It  demands 
much  previous  study,  and  the  possession  of  it  in  its  most  improved  and  perfect  state 
is  always  of  great  moment  to  the  security  of  a  nation. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
[l£ay  16. 1707.] 

Naval  power  is  the  natural  defense  of  the  United  States. 

[December  8,  1708.1 

In  demonstrating  by  our  conduct  that  we  do  not  fear  war,  for  the  necessary  pro- 
tection of  our  rights  and  honor  we  shall  give  no  room  to  infer  that  we  abandon  the 
desire  of  peace.    ££Bcient  preparation  for  war  can  alone  insure  peace. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  the  small  naval  armament  provided  under  the  acts  of  the 
Ast  session  are  known  and  acknowledged.  Perhaps  no  country  ever  experienced 
Boro  sadden  and  remarkable  advantages  from  any  measure  of  policy  than  we  haye 
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derived  ftom  the  armine  for  onr  maritime  protection  and  defense.  We  onght  with* 
out  loss  of  time  to  lay  the  foundation  for  an  increase  of  onr  Navy  to  a  sise  snffieieot 
to  gnard  onr  coast  and  protect  our  trade.  Such  a  naval  force  would  afford  the  bol 
means  of  general  defense. 

[Deoember8,17W.] 

A  steady  perseverance  in  a  system  of  national  defense  commensurate  with  onr 
resonrces  and  the  sitnation  of  our  conntry  is  an  obvious  dictate  of  wisdom,  for 
nothing  short  of  the  power  of  repelling  aggressions  will  secure  to  our  conntiry  a 
rational  prospect  of  escaping  the  calamities  of  war  or  national  degradation. 

[Kovember  27, 1800.] 

A  navy,  well  organized,  must  constitute  the  natural  and  ef&cient  defense  of  this 
country  against  all  foreign  hostility. 

JAKES  UAxaaoa, 
[Hay  25, 1818.] 

The  brilliant  achievements  of  our  infant  Navy  claim  the  highest  praise  snd  the 
full  recompense  provided  by  Congress. 

[December  6, 1815.] 

The  sigoal  services  which  have  been  rendered  by  our  Navy  and  the  oapacitisR  it 
has  developed  for  successful  cooperation  in  the  national  defense  will  give  to  tbit 
portion  of  the  public  force  its  full  value  in  the  eyes  of  Congress.  To  preserve  the 
ships  we  now  have  in  a  sound  state,  to  complete  tj^ose  already  contemplated,  topro- 
vide  amply  for  prompt  augmentations,  is  dictated  by  tiie  soundest  polu^. 

JAMB  MORBOX. 
[Jannsry  80, 1824.] 

In  the  late  war  our  whole  ooast  was  either  invaded  or  menaced  with  invasion. 
There  was  scarcely  an  harbor  or  city  on  any  of  our  great  inlets  which  could  be  coo- 
sidered  secure.  In  whatever  direction  the  enemy  chose  to  move  with  their  squsdroM 
and  to  land  their  troops,  our  fortifications,  where  any  existed,  presented  bot  littio 
obstacle  to  them.  Their  squadrons,  in  fact,  annoyed  our  whole  coast,  not  of  the  so* 
only,  but  every  bay  and  great  river  throughout  its  whole  extent.  lb  entering  thoM 
inlets  and  sailing  up  them  with  a  small  force  the  effect  was  disastrous,  since  it  nerer 
failed  to  draw  out  the  whole  population  on  each  side  and  to  keep  it  in  the  field  white 
the  squadron  remained  there.  The  expense  and  exposure  of  the  inhabit«nts  andtiio 
waste  of  property  may  readily  be  conceived.  These  occurrences  demonstrate  elesrly 
that  in  the  wars  of  other  powers  we  can  rely  only  on  force  for  tiie  protection  of  oor 
neutral  rights,  and  that  in  any  war  in  which  we  may  be  engaged  nereafter  with  i 
strong  naval  power  the  expense,  waste,  and  other  calamities  attending.it,  consideriii; 
the  vast  extent  of  our  maritime  frontier,  can  not  fail,  unless  it  be  defended  by  ade- 
quate fortifications  and  a  suitable  naval  force,  to  correspond  with  those  which  wen 
experienced  in  the  late  war.  Two  great  objects  are,  therefore,  to  be  regarded  ini^ 
eBtablishment  of  an  adequate  naval  force — the  first  to  prevent  war  so  far  as  it  msj 
be  practicable;  the  second  to  diminish  its  calamities  when  it  may  be  inevitable.  No 
government  will  be  disposed  to  violate  our  rights  if  it  knows  we  hAve  the  means  aad 
are  prepared  and  resolved  to  defend  them. 

jom  qxTDior  AnAm. 
[Deoember  8, 1825.] 

A  military  marine  is  the  only  arm  by  which  our  power  ean  be  eatlmated  or  ftii 
by  foreign  nations,  and  the  only  standing  military  force  which  can  never  be  dangtf- 
ouB  to  our  own  liberty.  A  permanent  naval  peace  establishment,  adapted  to  oor 
present  condition  and  adaptable  to  that  gigantic  growth  with  which  tne  nation  ii 
advancing  in  its  career,  is  among  the  subjects  which  have  already  occupied  th* 
foresight  of  the  last  Confess.  Our  Navy,  commenced  upon  a  scale  commensnrtto 
with  the  incipient  energies,  the  scanty  resources,  and  the  comparative  indigence  » 
our  infancy,  was  even  tnen  found  adequate  to  cope  with  the  powers  of  Barbsry  ID^ 
with  one  of  the  principal  maritime  powers  of  Europe. 

At  a  period  of^further  advancement,  but  with  little  accession  of  strength,  it  ^ 
not  only  sustained  with  honor  the  most  unequal  of  conflicts,  but  covered  itself  sbA 
our  country  with  unfading  glory.  But  it  is  only  since  the  close  of  the  late  war  thtt 
by  the  numbers  and  foroe  ox  the  ships  of  which  it  was  composed  it  oonld  dessrto 
the  name  of  a  naTjr* 
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[Deoember  5, 18M.] 

B  hare  twelve  line-of-battle  ships,  twenty  frigates,  and  sloops  of  war  in  propor- 

which,  with  a  few  months  of  preparation,  may  nresent  a  Ime  of  floating  forti- 

»n8  along  the  whole  range  of  onr  coast.    Combined  with  a  system  of  forti tioations 

the  shfires  themselves,  it  has  placed  in  onr  possession  the' most  effective  sinews 

IT,  and  has  left  ns  at  once  an  example  and  a  lesson  from  which  onr  own  da  ties 

be  inferred.    The  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  was  the  principle  of  which  the 

f  29th  April,  1816,  was  the  development.    It  was  the  introduction  of  a  system 

t  npon  the  character  and  history  of  onr  own  country  for  an  indefinite  series  of 

It  was  a  declaration  of  that  Congress  to  their  constitnents  and  to  posterity 

it  was  the  destiny  and  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  become  in  regular 

)66  of  time  and  by  no  petty  advances  a  great  naval  power. 

AHDBsw  jACEaaa. 

[Maxcik  4,  ia29.] 

B  increase  of  our  Navy,  whose  flag  has  displayed  in  distant  olimea  onr  skill  in 
pfttion  and  our  fame  in  arms;  the  preservation  of  onr  forts,  arsenals,  and  dock- 
I,  and  the  introduction  of  progressive  improvements  in  the  discipline  and 
ee  of  both  branches  of  oar  military  service  are  so  plainly  prescribed  by  pru- 
)  that  I  should  be  excused  for  omitting  their  mention  soonefthan  for  enlarging 
eir  importance. 

[December  8, 1839.] 

istituting,  as  the  Navy  does,  the  best  standing  security  of  this  country  against 
pi  aggression,  it  claims  the  especial  attention  of  Govemment|  and  should  oon- 
to  be  cherished  as  the  offspring  of  our  national  experience. 

[Mftroh4,1887.] 

nation,  however  desirous  of  peace,  can  hope  to  escape  oooasional  collisions 
other  powers,  and  the  soundest  dictates  of  policy  require  that  we  should  place 
Ives  in  a  position  to  assert  our  rights  if  a  resort  to  force  should  ever  become 
sary.  Our  local  situation,  onr  lon^  line  of  seacoast,  indented  by  numerous 
with  deep  rivers  opening  into  the  interior,  as  well  as  our  extended  and  still 
asine  commerce,  point  to  the  Navy  as  our  natural  means  of  defense.  It  will  in 
nd  be  found  to  be  the  cheapest  and  most  effectual,  and  now  is  the  time,  in  a 
Q  of  peace,  that  we  can  year  after  year  add  to  its  strength  without  increasing 
urdens  of  the  people.  It  is  your  true  policy,  for  your  Navy  will  not  only  pro- 
rour  rich  and  nourishing  commerce  in  aistant  seas,  but  will  enable  you  to  reach 
mnoy  the  enemy,  and  will  give  to  defense  its  flpreatest  efficiency  bv  meeting 
sr  at  a  distance  from  home.  It  is  impossible  by  any  line  of  fortification  to 
I  every  point  from  attack  against  a  hostile  force  advancing  from  the  ocean  and 
iing  its  object,  but  they  are  indispensable  to  protect  cities  from  bombardment, 
rards  and  arsenals  firom  destruction,  to  five  shelter  to  merchant  vessels  in  time 
u*  and  to  sinsle  ships  or  weaker  squaorons  when  pressed  by  superior  force, 
fications  of  tnis  description  can  not  be  too  soon  completed*^  and  anned  and 
d  in  a  condition  of  the  most  perfect  preparation.  The  abundant  means  we  now 
88  ean  not  be  applied  in  any  manner  more  useful  to  the  country,  and  when  this 
ne  and  our  naval  force  sufficientlv  strengthened  we  need  not  fear  that  any 
n  will  wantonly  insult  us,  or  needlessly  provoke  hostilities.  We  shall  more 
inly  preserve  peace  when  it  is  well  understood  that  we  are  prepared  for  war. 

JOmi  TTUDL 

[December  7, 1841.] 

nj  effort  will  be  made  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy,  and  I  can  not  too 
^ly  urge  upon  you  liberal  appropriations  to  that  branch  of  the  pnblic  service. 
X tended  and  otherwise  exposed  maritime  frontier  calls  for  protection,  to  the 
ihing  of  which  an  efficient  naval  force  is  indispensable.  We  look  to  uo  foreign 
tests,  nor  do  we  propose  to  enter  into  competition  with  any  other  nation  for 
macy  on  the  ocean :  out  it  is  due  not  only  to  the  honor,  but  to  the  security  of 
sople  of  tiie  United  States,  that  no  nation  should  be  permitted  to  invade  our 
«  at  pleasure.  Parsimony  alone  would  suggest  the  withholding  of  the  necessary 
I  for  the  protection  of  our  domestic  firesides  from  invasion  and  our  national 
from  disgrace.  I  would  most  earnestly  recommend  the  increase  and  prompt 
ment  of  that  gallant  Navy  which  has  lighted  up  every  sea  with  its  victories  and 
3  an  imperishable  glory  over  the  country. 

B.  Doc  212 4 
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JAMBS  K.  POLK. 
[December  2, 1846.] 

Onr  reliance  for  protection  and  defense  on  the  land  mast  be  mainly  on  onr  eitiien 
soldiers,  who  will  be  ever  read^,  as  they  ever  have  been  ready  in  times  past,  to  nuh 
with  alacrity  at  the  call  of  their  country  to  her  defense.  This  description  of  force, 
however,  can  not  defend  onr  coasts,  harbors,  and  inland  seas,  nor  protect  oar  com- 
merce on  the  ocean  or  the  lakes.    Those  must  be  protected  by  onr  Nary. 

Considering  an  increased  naval  force,  and  especially  steam- vessels,  correspondinE 
with  our  growth  and  importance  as  a  nation,  and  proportioned  to  the  increased  tnd 
increasing  naval  power  of  other  nations,  of  vast  importance  as  regards  onr  safety 
and  the  great  and  growing  interests  to  be  protected  by' it,  I  recommend  the  sabject 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

ABBAHAM  UNOOLff. 

[December  8, 1883.] 

The  duties  devolving  on  the  naval  branch  of  the  service  dnring  the  year,  and 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  unhappy  contest,  have  been  discharged  with  fidelity 
and  eminent  success. 

The  events  of  the  war  give  an  increased  interest  and  importance  to  the  NaTy, 
which  will  probably  extend  beyond  the  war  itself. 

The  armored  vessels  in  our  Navy,  completed  and  in  service,  or  which  are  nnder 
contract  and  apiiroaching  completion,  are  believed  to  exceed  in  number  those  of  any 
other  power.  But  while  these  may  be  relied  upon  for  harbor  defense  and  coast  mtt- 
ice,  others  of  greater  strength  and  capacity  will  be  necessary  for  omising  pnrposes 
and  to  maintain  our  rightful  position  on  the  ocean. 

No  inconsiderable  embarrassment,  delay,  and  public  ii^jury  have  been  experieDoed 
from  the  want  of  governmental  establishments  (sufficient  in  number  and  adeqnate 
in  character)  for  the  construction  and  necessary  repair  of  modem  naval  vessels.  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  invite  your  special  attention  to  this  subject.  Satisfactory  aod 
important  as  have  been  the  performances  of  the  heroic  men  of  the  Navy,  they  are 
scarcely  more  wonderful  than  the  success  of  our  mechanics  and  artisans  m  the  pro- 
duction of  war  vessels  which  have  created  a  new  form  of  naval  power. 

I  commend  to  yonr  conBideration  the  policy  of  fostering  and  training  seamen  for  the 
naval  service. 

Urn  8.  OBABT. 

[December  6, 1870.] 

The  appropriations  made  for  the  last  and  current  years  were  evidently  intended  by 
Congress,  and  are  suffloient  only,  to  keep  the  Navy  on  its  present  footing  by  the 
repairing  and  refitting  of  onr  old  ships.  This  policy  mnst,  or  course,  gradnailj  bat 
surely  destroy  the  Navy.  It  can  hardly  be  wise  statesmanship  in  a  Government 
which  represents  a  country  with  over  6,000  miles  of  coast  line  on  both  oceans,  exclu- 
sive of  Alaska,  and  containing  40^000,000  of  progressive  people,  with  relatioitf  of 
every  nature  with  almost  every  foreign  country,  to  rest  with  such  inadequate  meaoi 
of  enforcing  any  foreign  policy  either  of  protection  or  redress.  Separated  by  the 
ocean  from  the  nations  of  tne  Eastern  Continent,  our  Navy  is  our  only  means  of  direct 
protection  to  onr  citizens  abroad  or  for  the  enforcement  of  any  foreign  policy. 

[December  2,  1872.] 

Unless  early  steps  are  taken  to  preserve  onr  Navy,  in  a  very  few  years  the  United 
States  will  be  the  weakest  nation  upon  the  ocean  of  all  great  powers.  With  an  ener- 
getic, progressive,  business  people  like  ours,  penetrating  and  forming  business  rela- 
tions with  every  part  of  the  known  world,  a  navy  strong  enough  to  conmiandtiM 
respect  of  onr  nag  abroad  is  necessary  for  the  full  protection  of  all  their  rights. 

[December  2, 1873.] 

The  distressing  occurrences  which  have  taken  place  in  the  waters  of  the  Caribbetf 
Sea,  almost  on  our  very  seaboard,  illustrate  most  forcibly  the  necessity  always  exia*- 
ing  that  a  nation  situated  like  ours  should  maintain  in  a  state  of  possible  efficieney 
a  navy  adequate  to  its  responsibilities.  Congress  should  provide  adequately  not 
only  for  the  present  preparation^  but  for  the  future  maintenance  of  our  naval  foisi* 
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[December  41, 1881.] 

Ban  not  too  strongly  nrge  npon  yon  my  oonviotion  that  eyery  eontideration  of 
onal  safety,  economy,  and  honor  imperatively  demands  a  thorongh  rehabilitation 
ur  Navy. 

ith  a  foil  appreciation  of  the  fact  that  this  mnst  inyolve  a  largpe  expenditore  of 
pnblio  moneys,  I  earnestly  recommend  such  appropriations  as  will  accomplish  an 
which  seems  to  me  so  desirable. 

sthing  can  be  more  inconsistent  with  tme  public  economy  than  withholding  the 
ns  necessary  to  accomplish  the  objects  intrusted  by  the  Constitution  to  the 
lonal  Legislature.  One  of  these  objects  which  is  of  paramount  importance  is 
ared  hy  our  fundamental  law  to  be  the  provision  for  the  **  common  defense.'' 
ily,  nothing  is  more  essential  to  the  defense  of  the  United  States  and  of  all  onr 
>le  than  the  efficiency  of  our  Navy. 

we  heed  the  teachings  of  history  we  shall  not  forget  that  in  the  life  of  every 
on  emergencies  may  arise  when  a  resort  to  arms  can  alone  save  it  from  dishonor. 

[December  4, 1883.] 

le  work  of  strengthening  our  Navy  by  the  construction  of  modem  vessels  has 

I  auspiciously  begun. 

lat  our  naval  strength  should  be  made  adequate  for  the  defense  of  our  harbors, 
protection  of  our  commercial  interests,  and  the  maintenance  of  our  national 
Dr  is  a  proposition  &om  which  no  patriotic  citizen  can  withhold  his  assent. 

[December  t,  1884.] 

Ban  not  too  strongly  urge  the  duty  of  restoring  onr  Navy  as  rapidly  as  possible 
lie  hifi^h  st-ate  of  emciency  which  formerly  characterized  it.  As  the  long  peace 
:  has  lulled  us  into  a  stiite  of  fancied  security  may  at  any  time  be  disturbed,  it  is 
n  that  the  policy  of  strengthening  this  arm  of  the  service  is  dictated  by  consid- 
ions  of  wise  economy,  of  just  regard  for  our  future  tranquillity^  and  of  true 
reciation  of  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  Republic. 

GROVBR  CLEVELAND. 

[December  8,  1885.] 

II  must  admit  the  importance  of  an  efTective  navy  to  a  nation  like  ours.  Yet  we 
e  not  a  single  vessel  of  war  that  could  keep  the  seas  against  a  first-claas  vessel 
my  important  power.  Such  a  condition  ought  not  longer  to  continue.  The  nation 
t  can  not  resist  aggression  is  constantly  exposed  to  it.  Its  foreign  policy  is  of 
pssity  weak,  and  its  negotiations  are  conducted  with  disadvantage,  because  it  is 
in  condition  to  enforce  the  terms  dictated  by  its  sense  of  right  and  justice. 

BENJAMIN  HABBISON. 

[December  9, 1891.] 

'hen  it  is  recollected  that  the  work  of  buildiug  a  modern  navy  was  only  initiated 
li**  year  1883;  that  our  naval  non^^tructors  and  shipbuilders  were  practically  with- 
e.3[p«rience  in  the  construction  of  large  iron  and  steel  ships;  that  our  engine 
3ft  were  unfamiliar  with  great  marine  engines,  and  that  the  manufacture  of  steel 
;iog8  for  guns  and  plates  was  almost  wholly  a  foreign  industry,  the  progress  that 
been  made  is  not  only  highly  satisfactory,  but  furninhes  the  assurance  that  the 
ted  States  will  before  long  attain  in  the  construction  of  such  vessels,  with  their 
ioes  and  armaments,  the  same  preeminence  which  it  attained  when  the  host 
mment  of  ocean  commerce  was  the  clipper  ship,  and  the  most  impressive  exhibit 
laval  power  the  old  wooden  three-decker  man-of-war.    The  officers  of  the  Navy 

the  proprietors  and  engineers  of  our  great  private  shops  have  responded  with 
iderfol  intelligence  and  professional  zeal  to  the  confidence  expressed  by  Congress 
:s  liberal  legislation. 

tiere  should  be  no  hesitation  in  promptly  completing  a  navy  of  the  best  modem 
;,  large  enough  to  enable  this  country  to  display  its  flag  in  all  seas  for  the  pro- 
ion  of  its  citizens  and  its  extending  commerce.  It  is  essential  to  the  dignity  of 
nation  and  to  that  peaceful  influence  which  it  should  exercise  on  this  hemisphere 

its  Navy  should  be  adequate,  both  npon  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  and  of  the 
ific. 

[December  6, 1892.1 

earnestly  express  the  hope  that  the  work  which  has  made  such  noble  progress 
not  now  be  stayed,    llie  wholesome  influence  for  peace  and  the  increased  sense 


I 
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of  secnrity  whioh  our  citizens  domiciled  in  other  lands  feel  when  these  magnil 
ships  nnder  the  American  flag  appear  is  already  most  i^ratefnlly  appaienl 
United  States  is  again  a  naval  power. 

While  the  genius  of  our  iustitutions  has  ever  been  and  still  is  opp< 
to  a  large  standing  army,  yet  our  geographical  situation,  fronting,  a 
do,  on  two  great  oceans  and  the  Mexican  Gulf,  and  the  peculiar  ei 
neons  conditions  of  other  nations  existing  at  this  time  in  said  Gulf 
in  the  Caribbean  Sea  and  on  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  all  conspu 
render  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  United  States  should  be,  an 
soon  as  may  be,  a  great  sea  power. 

While  the  reasons  for  this  logical  and  inevitable  national  oatc 
have  frequently  heretofore  elsewhere  and  by  others  been  ably  stfl 
yet  it  would  seem  that  nowhere  nor  by  any  one  have  they  been  i 
clearly  demonstrated,  and  in  more  intelligent  detail,  than  in  a  rem 
ably  suggestive  paper  entitled  '^A  Twentieth  Century  Outlook,''  wri 
by  Capt.  A.  T.  Maban,  United  States  Navy,  and  published  in  Harj 
Monthly  Magazine  for  September,  1897,  wherein,  among  other  thi 
that  able  writer  and  standard  author  says  as  follows,  to  wit: 

On  the  side  of  the  sea  there  is  no  state  charged  with  mightier  responslbiHtiM 
the  United  States.  In  the  Caribbean  the  senHitive  reseDtment  by  onr  peopled 
supposed  fresh  encroachment  by  another  state  of  the  Eoropean  family  has  bee 

Slaiuly  and  too  recently  manifested  to  admit  of  dispute.     Such  an  attitude  of  i 
emands  of  the  United  States  to  be  ready  to  support  it  by  organized  foroe,  ex: 
as  tbe  mutual  jealousy  of  states  within  the  European  continent  impose  upon 
the  maintenance  of  their  great  armies,  destined,  we  believe,  in  the  future  to  ful 
noble  mission. 

Where  we  thus  exclude  others  we  accept  for  ourselves  the  responsibil  ity  for 
which  is  due  to  the  general  family  of  our  civilization;  and  the  Caribbean *Sea, 
its  iHtbmus,  is  the  nexus  where  will  meet  the  chords  binding  the  east  to  the  ^ 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 

The  Isthmus,  with  all  that  depends  upon  it — ^its  canal  and  its  approaches  one 
hand — will  link  the  eastern  side  of  the  American  continent  to  the  vrestcm  as  no 
work  of  land  communications  ever  can. 

In  it  the  United  States  has  asserted  a  special  interest.  In  the  present  she 
maintain  her  claim  and  in  the  future  perform  her  duty  only  by  the  creation  of 
sea  power  upon  whioh  predominance  in  the  Caribbean  must  ever  depend. 

In  short,  as  the  internal  jealousies  of  Europe  and  the  purely  demooratic  institi 
of  the  lev^e  en  masse — the  general  enforcement  of  military  trainin^p — have  pref 
the  way  for  great  national  armies,  whose  mission  seems  yet  obscure,  so  the  gn 
broadening  and  tightening  bold  upon  the  sentiment  of  American  democracy  of 
conviction,  loosely  characterized  as  the  '^  Monroe  Doctrine,''  finds  its  logical,  i 
i  table  outcome  in  a  great  sea  power,  the  correlative  in  oonnection  with  that  of  ( 
Britain  of  those  armies  which  continue  to  flourish  nnder  the  most  popular  instita 
despite  the  wails  of  economists  and  the  lamentations  of  those  who  wish  ] 
without  paying  the  one  price  which  alone  has  ever  insured  peaoe— readiness  for 

These  views  of  this  experienced  sea  captain  and  intelligent  stui 
of  national  and  international  events,  past  and  current,  reciting,  as  i 
do,  valid  reasons  why  the  United  States  must  in  the  very  near  fii 
become  a  great  sea  power,  are  further  elaborated  and  exemplifiec 
him  with  marked  ability  and  clearness,  and  illustrated  with  an  insi 
tive  and  accurate  chart  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  Oaribbean 
showing  the  sea  routes  from  New  York,  month  of  the  Mississippi, 
Europe,  to  Colon,  on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  from  the  Atla 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River,  in  an  articio  entitled  " 
strategic  features  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  Caribbean  £ 
printed  in  Harper's  Monthly  Magazine  for  October,  1897. 

These  two  able  articles,  instructive  not  only  for  what  they  expi 
but  also  for  what  they  suggest,  or  that  which  may  readily  be  dedi 
therefrom,  should  be  read  and  carefully  studied,  not  only  by  e 
member  of  the  present  Congress,  but  also  by  the  President  of 
United  States  and  every  member  of  his  Cabinet,  ibr  they  oonstitat 
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[lational  stady  of  a  very  high  order,  .worthy  of  the  greatest 
lal  consideration  possible,  especially  at  this  time,  in  view  of  oar 
ar  relations,  which,  wath  those  foreign  powers  which  now  control 
rt  the  approaches  to  said  Gulf  and  sea,  and  which  have  large 
stB  on  both  of  said  oceans,  and  whose  respective  sea  powers 
[y  exceed  onr  own  in  said  waters.  The  length  of  these  two  arti- 
one  precludes  their  reproduction  by  this  council  in  this  statement. 
ly  of  the  matters  recited  in  this  statement,  which  relate  to  dry 
,  being  corroborated  aud  confirmed  in  an  able  article  written  for 
rashington  Evening  Star  and  printed  August  21,  1897,  and  in 
>f  its  appositness,  this  council  now  reproduces  the  same,  as  follows : 

ansa  dook — at  homb  in  the  water,  but  can't  get  out  of  the  water  at 

C — THE  BATTLE  SHIP  INDIANA  AT  HALIFAX— THE  NEED  OF  MORE  DOCKING 
LITIES  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES  NAY T— AT  A  DISADVANTAGE  IN  WAR. 

Indiana  is  the  largest  ship  that  has  ever  been  docked  at  Halifax,  and  the 
»nts  of  that  quaint  old  town  are  making  much  of  the  occasion.  Two  years 
)  Haligonians  rejoiced  in  the  report  that  the  Indiana  could  be  prepared  for  her 
speed  trial  only  by  docking  at  Halifax;  but  for  political  reasons  the  ship  ran 
irse  with  a  foul  bottom,  and,  in  the  name  of  patriotism,  her  builders  had  to 
of  the  other  quarter  knots  and  the  added  bonus  she  would  certainly  have 

had  she  been  properly  slicked.  After  a  venturesome  eflfort  and  a  favoring 
)  to  speak,  the  craft  was  docked  at  Port  Royal ;  but  the  single  experiment 
1.  and  to-day  our  ship  is  in  a  British  dry  dock. 

aaval  weakness  of  the  United  States  at  present  is  in  her  lack  of  efficient  dock- 
cilities,  and  no  matter  how  strong  may  be  onr  line  of  battle,  we  shall  be 
ly  handicapped  so  long  as  we  are  minus  docks  of  sufficient  size  and  strength 
clle  the  largest  of  our  ships.  In  case  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  Halifax 
ronld  be  closed  to  us,  of  course,  while  in  the  event  of  trouble  with  another 

the  laws  of  neutrality  would  deny  that  dock  to  us  except  our  ships  were 
in  a  sinking  condition. 

THS  HOMSLKSS  nn>IANA. 

Indiana,  which  is  one  of  the  Navy's  most  powerful  battle  ships,  has  been  in 
ter  for  the  past  sixteen  months.    It  was  proposed  some  weeks  ago  to  dock  the 

dry  dock  No.  3  at  the  navy-yard,  New  York,  but  the  mishap  to  that  struc- 
'eclnded  that;  next  the  Department  turned  its  attention  to  the  dock  at  Port 
8.  C,  but  Bear-Admiral  E.  O.  Matthews,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 

strenuously  objected,  fearing  lest  the  structure  might  give  way  under  the 
s  weight  and  wreck  her  then  and  there.  Finally  Halifax  was  resorted  to,  and 
ovemment  is  paying  a  very  pretty  figure  to  the  company  in  control  of  that 

it  not  been  for  the  danger  of  permanent  injury  to  the  ship,  the  Department 
have  kept  the  Indiana  in  the  water  till  the  work  on  the  New  York  dock  was 
d,  but  Chief  Constructor  Hichbom  urged  that  any  further  delay  in  cleaning 
linting  the  vessel  would  result  in  damaging  her  bottom  plating,  while  the 
cost  of  propulsion,  owing  to  her  fouled  bottom,  would  grow  well-nigh  daUy. 
aited  States  owns  but  eleven  docks  for  the  accommodation  of  its  naval  ves- 
id  at  present  the  Paget  Sound  dock  is  the  only  one  available  for  handling  a 
ship. 

THX  UlflTED  STATES  DOCKS. 

following  table  gives  the  size  and  cost  of  our  docks: 


Station. 


mth,17.H 

MaM 

«-k 

,v« 

land,  Cal 

oand 


$732, 
927, 

2, 003, 
695, 
548, 
548, 
943, 
501, 
430, 

2,772, 
608, 


905.00 
717.29 
498.06 
019.24 
205.22 
700.00 
076.00 
980. 76 
915.67 
322.08 
812.81 


Capacity. 


Tons. 

1,600 

3,500 

5,000 

8,000 

12,000 

8,000 

8,000 

8.000 

12,000 

10,500 

12,000 
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To  the  foregoing  statement  of  cost  $100,000  sbonld  be  added  for  the  repairs  of 
Dock  No.  3  at  New  York;  $60,000  for  projected  modificatious  to  dock  at  Leagat 
Island,  Pa. ;  $20,000  for  repairs  of  Dock  No.  2  at  Norfolk,  iu  addition  to  othen  ioit 
completed  costing  $12,000,  and  $18,521.42  paid  builder  of  Port  Royal  dock  for  lois 
and  damage  dne  to  cyclone  of  Angnst,  1893. 

In  substance,  then,  the  United  States  has  eleven  dry  docks,  inclnding  one  balanoe 
floating  dock  at  the  Portsnionth  Navy- Yard,  which  is  limited  in  its  capacity  to  Tea- 
sels of  1,500  tons — craft  of  tlio  gunboat  type.  Of  the  ten  docks  of  large  capcitj 
four  are  of  masonry,  five  are  of  timber,  and  one,  that  at  Paget  Sound,  is  of  timber 
with  a  masonry  entrance.  All  of  these  are  practically  ready  for  ase  at  preMnt, 
except  the  large  new  timber  dock  at  New  York. 

THS  LACK  OF  DOCEINQ  FACnJlTES. 

The  first  dry  docks  constructed  for  the  Navy  were  those  of  granite  masonry  at 
Boston  and  at  Norfolk.  Next  was  bnilt  the  granite  dock  at  New  York,  and  then  the 
granite  dock  at  Mare  Island,  California.  All  bnilt  in  recent  years  have  been  wholly  « 
chiefiy  of  timber;  and  the  result  can  not  be  said  to  be  entirely  or  radically  tatis- 
factorv.  Of  the  masonry  docks,  dating  from  1834  down  to  1891,  only  one,  tJiie  New 
York  dock,  has  had  any  considerable  repairs;  while  the  timber  dry  dock  just  com- 
pleted at  New  York  is  undergoing  repairs  amountiug  to  a  cost  of  $100,000,  and  the 
timber  dock  at  Norfolk  and  the  timber  dock  at  Lea;^ii»  Island  will  have  cost  nearly 
the  same  lump  sum  to  put  them  in  condition  as  intended. 

In  a  few  months  we  shall  have  eleven  serviceable  dry  docks,  but  at  present  the  only 
dry  dock  owned  by  the  United  States  Government  into  which  the  largest  of  its 
battle  ships  can  be  placed  is  that  at  Puget  Sound,  on  our  extreme  northwestem 
boundary.  Out  of  four  completed  battle  ships  of  the  first  class,  only  one  is  on  that 
coast.  The  Puget  Sound  dock  is  the  largest  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  It  hss  a 
fine  masonry  entrance,  and  would  have  been  constructed  entirely  of  masonry  aod 
concrete  had  the  appropriation  so  permitted,  but  the  allowance  was  too  small 
When  the  timber  portion  requires  renewing,  the  masonry  and  concrete  entrance  and 
abutments,  with  the  caissons,  will  constitute  a  cofferdam,  and  the  entire  interior 
can  be  renewed  in  concrete,  making  it  one  of  the  finest  docks  in  the  world. 

ORSAT  BRITADV'S  DOCK  EQUnVERT. 

While  we  have  only  ten  servicable  docks  in  the  United  States  Great  Britain  b» 
six  fine  dry  docks  at  our  very  door,  which  she  controls  through  ownership  by  her 
colonies,  by  subsidies,  or  otherwise.  Five  of  thcHe  are  right  on  our  northern  bound- 
aries, and  are  at  Vancouver,  British  Columbia;  Kingston,  Ontario;  Quebec, Qnehec; 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland.  Four  of  these  are  fine,  substan- 
tial masonry  structures. 

In  England  Great  Britain  has  about  fifty  dry  docks  and  locks  in  which  she  cao 
dock  her  naval  vessels,  and  about  twenty  more  are  scattered  over  the  world  wherever 
they  will  do  the  greatest  good.  She  has  more  docking  facilities  in  either  of  the  dock 
yards  of  Chatham  or  Portsmouth  than  we  have  throughout  our  entire  country. 

France  has  more  than  thirty  dry  docks,  and  at  Brest  alone  her  docking  establiih- 
ment  exceeds  our  total  aggregation. 
^  The  docks  of  the  United  States  are  on  an  extended  coast  line,  and  only  two  of  them 
are  on  the  broad  reaches  of  the  Pacific  Coast. 

WHAT  Wa  NSED. 

A  naval  expert,  speaking  of  the  matter,  said:  ''We  need  additional  dry  docki  of 
the  most  substantial  kind  and  material — docks  into  which  the  heaviest  and  moft 
costly  of  vessels  may  be  placed  with  absolute  safety  and  without  the  conetaDt 
expense  of  incessant  pumping.  We  need  more  docks  and  better  ones  than  tho« 
bnilt  in  the  last  decade.  The  Government  began  well  in  the  early  years  of  this  cen- 
tury, but  it  has  got  down  now  to  a  day  of  cheap  things  and  to  a  condition  no  other 
first-class  power  would  tolerate." 

The  great  dry  dock  building  at  Bremerhaven  was  subsidized  by  the  German  Got- 
ernment  only  on  condition  that  it  be  built  of  stone,  instead  of  wood,  as  was  origiaally 
proposed. 

There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  intimate  connection  between  nameroos  dock- 
ing facilities  and  an  efficient  navy,  and  if  the  matter  be  considered  only  in  the  ligh^ 
of  the  cost  of  coal  and  the  added  expense  of  propulsion  with  a  foul  bottom,  again  ^'' 
must  have  more  docks.  One  way  or  the  other  we  need  them,  and  the  instance  of  *» 
American  battle  ship  iu  a  British  dock  in  times  of  peace  points  instructively  to  oni 
danger  in  times  of  trouble. 

There  is  a  patriotic  and  also  a  yery  practical  side  to  the  question,  and  may  both 
strike  home. 
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These  views  are  farther  supported  in  an  article  published  in  the  New 
York  Herald — editorial  of  September  3, 1897 — and  reprodaced  in  the 
Baltimore  American  of  September  5, 1897,  in  words  as  follows: 

TDIWS  or  LEADINO  NEWSPAPBB8  ON  NAVAL  DBT  DOCKB. 

[From  the  Xew  York  Herald.] 

Among  other  necessities  of  uaval  strength  is  the  possession  of  dry  docks,  floating 
or  stationarjy  in  which  the  heaviest  battle  ships  existing  or  contemplated  may  be 
placed  for  repairs  or  for  the  periodicnl  cleaning  demanded  by  nnsheatbed  nnder- 
irater  bodies.  When  Congress  was  aroused  to  the  importance  of  these  demands  the 
soustructions  authorized  were  inadequate  in  nnmber,  bad  in  location,  and  poor  in 
lesign.  Through  a  mistaken  economy  timber  docks  were  provided,  and  considera- 
dons  of  cheap  prodnotion  and  speedy  construction  were  allowed  to  initiate  a  policy 
ihat  has  had  an  uuhapj)y  issue.  The  cheapness  sought  has  proved  most  costly,  and 
he  speedineas  promised  has  resulted  in  delays  so  humiliating  that  besides  the  Indi- 
Ma  the  other  battle  ships  of  the  eastern  seaboard  may  have  to  seek  alien  docks. 

Intelligent  appreciation  by  legislators  and  courage  of  opinion  in  naval  officers 
would  in  the  beginning  have  made  impossible  the  temporary  makeshifts  with  which 
re  are  burdened.  Instead  of  timber  docks  our  naval  stations  mi^ht  have  yawned 
dth  snch  solid,  stable  works  as  may  be  found  abroad.  In  French  Mediterranean 
)orts  docks  abound  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  a  great  fleet,  and  in  the  north  may 
)e  seen  works  which  justify  the  promise  made  when  Napoleon  I.  declared  he  would 
lenew  in  Cherbourg  the  marvels  of  Egypt. 

Our  futile  structures  should  be  replaced  by  enduring  works,  laid  down  at  porta 
iifficult  of  attack,  but  easy  of  friendly  approach  in  any  state  of  the  tide ;  and  these 
should  be  supplemented  by  floating  docks,  which  may  be  moved  from  point  to  point, 
may  be  able  to  lift  our  largest  vessels,  and  notably  may  be  ready  to  afford  aid  to 
Kbips  that,  owing  to  disablements  increasing  their  normal  drafts  of  water,  can  not 
be  taken  over  the  sills  of  stationary  docks. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Baltimore  American  of  S<3ptember 
12,  1897,  relating  to  this  snbject  are  reprodnced  by  this  council  as 

follows: 

The  only  United  States  dry  dock  now  available  for  the  largest  battle  ships  of  the 
White  Squadron  is  that  at  Pnget  Sound,  on  the  extreme  northwestern  boundary, 
which  is  the  largest  in  the  western  hemisphere.  It  is  650  feet  long,  and  over  92  feet 
wide  at  the  gate,  with  a  depth  over  the  sill  of  30  feet.  Ships  of  12,000  tons  can  be 
docked  in  it. 

AT  WOBK  ON  THE  CBUISSBB. 

Unosnal  activity  prevails  at  this  time  in  the  New  York  Navy- Yard  at  Brooklyn, 
and  evidences  of  the  summer  work  there  show  in  the  neat  new  appearance  of  the 
ernisers  Cincinnati  and  Detroit,  Their  hulls  are  snowy  white  with  new  paint,  their 
brass  work  highly  polished,  and  the  general  appearance  of  them  is  attractive.  The 
Cindnnaii  has  been  completely  overhauled,  but  her  equipment  is  not  yet  complete. 
The  Detroit  is  nearly  ready  for  sea  service.  The  double-turreted  monitor  is  now 
undergoing  repairs  to  her  machinery.  Repairs  on  the  big  dry  dock  are  being  pushed 
nnder  constant  orders  fVom  the  Navy  Department,  and  $100,000  will  be  spent  on  this 
work  alone.  The  necessity  which  compelled  the  Government  to  dock  the  Indiana  in 
a  British  yard  at  Halifax  has  apparently  stirred  the  authorities  by  showing  the 
plight  in  which  the  Navv  might  find  itself  in  the  event  of  foreign  invasion.  Public 
diflcussion  of  the  need  of  new  dry  docks  for  the  vessels  of  the  Navy  has  had  the  effect 
of  hastening  all  work  in  the  navy-yard  at  Brooklyn. 

Again,  the  Baltimore  San  of  September  30, 1897,  in  a  special  dispatch 
from  Washington,  recites  as  follows: 

IHHJKS   IN    BAD  CONDITION — NAVAL    BOARD    FINDS    THEM    DISTORTED,  LBAKY,    AND 

ALTOGETHER  INADEQUATE  FOR  THE  SERVICE. 

Waihington,  September  99. — Some  startling  a,tii\  disappointing  disclosures  to  the 

Snblicand  the  Navy  will  be  made  when  the  full  report  of  the  special  board  consider- 
ig  tbe  subject  of  dry  docks  is  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  within  a  few 
weeks.  This  board  will  assemble  to-morrow  at  the  New  York  Navy- Yard  by  direc- 
tion of  Commodore  Bunce  and  begin  a  discussion  of  the  last  phase  of  the  subject, 
that  relating  to  timber  docks,  its  work  up  to  the  present  time  having  been  confined 
to  the  advantages  of  concrete  and  floating  docks  over  the  prevailing  type. 
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The  pnblic  will  soon  hear  that  the  docks  the  Navy  has  are  in  a  dangerous  condition, 
and,  with  the  possible  exception  of  that  at  Pnget  Sonnd,  may  collapse  at  any  time. 
It  will  be  shown  that  they  are  badly  distorted,  weak,  leaky,  and  some  nave  quicksand 
foundations.  These  statements  will  be  substantiated  by  reports  made  b^  civil  engi- 
neers who  have  investigated  the  docks.  This  means  that  Congress  will  be  called 
upon  next  session  to  authorize  large  appropriations  extending  into  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  in  order  to  place  the  docks  in  proper  condition. 

Commodore  Bunco,  Commander  Chad  wick,  and  Constructor  Dashiell,  the  members 
of  the  board,  have  before  them  now  the  problem  of  whether,  in  view  of  recent 
developments,  the  Navy  should  longer  undertake  the  building  of  timber  docks.  At 
the  meeting  in  New  York  to-morrow  this  question  in  all  its  phases  will  be  considered. 
All  the  docks  referred  to  have  been  built  since  the  new  Navy  was  started,  and  moit 
of  them  within  the  past  five  years.  These  docks  are  located  at  the  New  York  NsTy- 
yard,  where  two  are  completed  and  a  third  is  being  repaired;  another  atLea^e 
Island ;  one  at  Norfolk,  and  one  at  Port  Roy^  That  at  Puget  Sound  is  better  bailt, 
and  so  far  gives  no  signs  of  weakness.  Every  one  of  these  is  of  timber,  and  each 
cost  the  Government  between  $500,000  and  $700,000. 

**  We  have  a  Navy,"  said  a  leading  expert  to-day,  *' but  I  would  like  to  know  what 
will  become  of  it  unless  the  country  gives  it  proper  docking  facilities.  The  dock  is 
as  essential  to  a  ship  as  a  doctor  is  to  a  sick  man.  When  a  vessel  requires  oveihaol- 
in^  and  her  bottom  scraped  and  painted,  the  longer  the  delay  the  worse  it  is  for  the 
ship  and  the  appropriations.  The  regulations  of  the  Navy  say  that  every  ship  shall 
be  docked  at  least  once  in  nine  months,  but  with  only  one  dook  on  which  we  eaa 
depend,  I  realize  that  if  the  home  fleet  was  badly  battered  in  a  gale  and  dockine 
was  necessary,  we  would  be  in  a  bad  way  to  accommodate  all  the  ships.  It  is  a  good 
tiling  Secretary  Long  has  taken  up  this  docking  business,  and  a  publio  service  will 
be  rendered  when  our  docking  system  is  brought  up  to  the  requirements  of  even  the 
[>ifS!  nt  Navy." 

Again,  the  Washington  Post  of  October  1, 1897,  recites  as  follows: 

IcrrAIBS  FOR  TIMBER  DOCKS— NAVAL  BOARD  tO  RECOMMEND  THAT  WORK  BKGIKOI 

THEM  AT  ONCE. 

New  Yorhf  September  SO, — A  special  meeting  of  the  Naval  Dock  Board  was  held 
to  day  at  the  Brooklyn  Nayy-Tard  to  consider  the  reports  as  to  the  disabled  condi- 
tions of  all  but  one  of  the  timber  structures  owned  by  the  Government.  Acomolete 
examination  by  the  engineers  has  revealed  the  above  starfcling  information,  ana  the 
only  exception  is  the  timber  dock  on  Pnget  Sound.  As  the  timber  docks  practically 
do  all  the  work  of  the  Navy,  the  stone  structures  being  used  foi  the  smaller  vessels, 
the  Department  regards  the  existing  conditions  with  considerable  apprehension,  and 
it  will  be  tlie  duty  of  the  dock  board  to  report  on  the  subject,  and  suggest  the  belt 
way  for  repairing  docks.  None  of  the  members  of  the  board  wonld  talk  for  pabli- 
cation  to-day,  but  it  is  understood  that  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  repairs,  toectber 
with  the  recommendation  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  work,  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  Department.  Commodore  Bunce,  the  commandant  of  the  station,  ia  president  of 
the  board. 

Engineers  have  estimated  that  it  will  cost  at  least  $500,000  to  put  the  timber  docks 
in  condition,  and  the  dock  board  is  expected  to  recommend  that  this  money  be  spent 
on  the  structures  at  New  York,  League  Island,  Norfolk,  and  Port  Boyal.  There  is 
a  separate  appropriation  for  dock  No.  3  at  the  Brooklyn  yard. 

AgalD,  the  Baltimore  Sun  of  October  5, 1897,  recites  as  follows: 

The  full  report  of  the  special  board  considering  the  dock  question  will  be  sab- 
mitted  to  the  Navy  Department  this  week,  and  in  it  will  be  some  recommendations 
requiring:,  if  they  are  candied  out,  an  appropriation  of  about  $H00,000  to  repair  the 
timber  docks  now  belonging  to  the  Navy.  The  Norfolk  dock  will  require  $200,000to 
place  it  in  condition.  The  League  Island  dock  and  the  second  dock  at  New  York 
will  call  for  the  expenditure  of  $100,000  each,  while  that  at  Port  Royal  will  reqoire 
$150,000. 

The  importance  of  these  matters  has  been  still  further  recited  in  an 
article  published  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Begister,  August  21, 1897,  U 
follows: 

OUR  DBY-DOCK  SYSTEM. 

The  subjeot  of  dry  docks  is  to  receive  the  careful  attention  of  the  naval  oflBciala 
The  unfortunate  condition  which  necessitated  the  Government's  being  forced  to  ns^ 
permission  of  the  Halifax  dock  ofQcials  to  dock  the  Indiatui  there  has  forcibly 


ly  but  none  capable  of  taking  the  battle-ship  class  from  the  water.  New 
will  probably  also  be  recommended  as  a  place  where  a  dock  should  be  estab- 
m  account  of  the  fine  harbor  and  safe  entrance.  There  is  no  f^irther  room  at 
r  York  yard  for  another  dock,  but  as  that  station  is  now  the  most  important 
he  Navy,  the  board  is  expected  to  nree  that  a  floating  dock  should  be  estab- 
Dmewhere  near  Tompkinsville.  in  which  all  types  of  vessels  oould  be  docked. 
i  now  no  naval  floating  dock  in  the  country,  but  members  of  the  board  are 
it  that  they  are  not  only  practicablCi  but  essential  to  the  service.  The  League 
!{avy-Tard,  the  board  will  report,  has  not  the  water  facilities  to  recommend 
do<^y  and  the  same  recommendation  will  be  made  against  the  Norfolk  yard, 
here  is  a  narrow  channel  leading  from  the  river,  with  scarcely  sufficient  water 
lar^  cruiser  class.  At  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  the  board  will  recommend  that  an 
iation  alreadv  granted  by  CoTigress  be  immediately  used  to  dredge  a  safe 
B  to  the  sill  of  the  dock,  in  order  that  the  Navy  may  be  no  longer  deprived  of 
of  the  only  dock  now  on  the  Eastern  coast  largo  enough  for  the  battle  ships, 
f  that  there  is  not  a  harbor  suitable  for  the  location  ot  a  dock.  Algiers,  La., 
las  been  reoemmended  by  previous  boards  as  presenting  greater  advantages 
r  than  any  other  Gulf  point,  has  been  declared  by  engineers  unfitted  by  reason 
oggy  nature  of  the  laoid. 

le  it  is  neither  the  province  nor  the  intention  of  this  council  to 
te  any  invidious  discrimination  between  Bound  Bay  and  other 
les  heretofore  or  which  hereafter  may  be  selected  as  suitable  loca- 
rhereat  the  United  States  should  construct  new  granite  dry  docks, 
eivaUs  itself  of  the  opportunity  of  reproducing  these  publications 
te  attention  to  what  is  therein  stated  as  to  those  localities  which 
leged  to  present  constant  factors  of  disadvantage  for  dry  dock 
;es — disadvantages  which  do  not  and  can  not  exist  at  Bound  Bay — 
ver  the  recommendations  of  this  council  as  herein  recited  shall 
^een  fully  executed,  and  because  a  dry  dock  at  Bound  Bay  con- 
3d  of  granite  or  of  granite  and  concrete,  as  the  case  may  be 
Bver  this  proposed  river  and  harbor  improvement  shall  have  been 
ted),  would  have  the  advantage  of  being  situate  not  only  not  on 
dn  Atlantic  Ooast,  a  frontier  line  so  far  as  other  nations  are  con- 
,  nor  even  on  the  shores  of  the  main  Chesapeake  itself,  but  on 
itrary  would  be  situate  on  the  most  convenient  and  advantageous 
'  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  accessible  by  water  at  all  times  and  at  all 
of  tide,  free  from  ice.  easilv  reached  bv  rail  from  all  points  of  the 
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FLOATING  DOCKS. 

Besides  the  very  great  advantages  possessed  by  Round  Bay  wberc 
to  construct  a  permanent  granite  dry  dock,  it  and  the  entire  Seve 
Eiver  possess  special  advantages  as  furnishing  a  suitable  and  eligil 
place  whereat  to  establish  a  floating  dock,  equal  in  all  respects  to  a 
similar  docks  established  either  at  Cardiff,  in  South  Wales,  or  at  Noi 
Shields,  or  at  I^ewcastle-upon-Tyne,  in  England,  or  at  any  otl 
place  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Wales. 

The  largest  floating  dock  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  now  being  c 
structed  for  the  port  of  Olangapo,  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  is  4o<)  i 
long,  117  feet  wide  over  the  pontoons,  and  38J  feet  deep.  It  will  r 
on  6  iron  pontoons,  each  14  feet  deep,  so  constructed  that  they  may 
removed  separately  for  repairs. 

Olangapo  is  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  Port  Subic,  on  the  w 
coast  of  the  island  of  Luzon,  the  principal  of  the  Phili]>pine  Islan 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Spain. 

The  approximate  geographical  position  of  Olangapo  is  14^  48'  no 
latitude  and  120°  15'  east  longitude. 

•  This  council  calls  attention  to  two  certain  notices  relating  to  t 
subject  published,  one  in  the  Washington  Star  of  September  28, 1^ 
and  the  other  in  the  Baltimore  American  of  September  20,  1897, 
follows: 

[From  the  Washington  Star,  September  28,  1897.] 

FIVB  NEW  DRY  DOCKS — URGENT  NEED  OF  THE  NAVAL  ESTA 111 JSHMENT— REPORT 
THE  SPECIAL  BOARD  APPOINTED  tO   INVESTIGATE  THE  SUBJECT. 

The  special  board  appointed  by  the  Navy  Department  to  consider  the  need  of  i 
dry  docKS  submitted  its  report  to  Acting  Secretary  Koosevelt  to-day.    The  boai 
composed  of  Connnodore  Hiince,  Commander  Chadwiok,  Constructor  Dashiell, 
Civil  Engineer  Parks,  recorder. 

The  board  finds  that  tive  new  docks  are  urgently  neccf^sary,  while  one,  tbe  ] 
Royal  dock,  should  be  immediately  enlarged.  The  cost  of  these  docks,  with 
Port  Royal  improvement,  is  estimated  at  $5,775,000.  Four  of  the  docks  should  1j 
concrete,  namely,  at  Boston,  700  feet  long:  cost,  $1,300,000:  at  New  York,  500 
long;  cost,  $1,200,000;  at  Norfolk,  500  feet  long;  cost,  $1,100,000  (lengthening  si 
dock,  $250,000);  at  Mare  Island,  500  feet  long,  $1,100,000,  Each  of  these  codc 
docks  is  to  be  completed  in  two  years.  At  Algiers,  near  New  Orleans  (with  Gal 
ton  or  Pensacola  as  alternativeH),  it  is  proposed  to  place  a  steel  floating  dock 
wharf.     This  would  cost  $750,000,  and  could  be  completed  in  ten  months. 

The  board  also  recommends  docks  at  the  following-named  pointa,  t<»  place  the  d( 
ing  facilities  of  the  country  on  an  ad»'qnate  footing :  New  London,  fresh-water  b 
and  dock  connecting  with  river,  $1.()(K),000,  in  two  years'  time;  Newport  New8,s 
floating  dock  and  moorings  (alternate  to  Norfolk  concrete  dock),  $650,000,  in 
months;  Tortugas,  steel  floating  dock  and  moorin^^s,  $650,000,  in  ten  months;  ma) 
a  total  cost  of  estimated  supplementary  work,  $5,300,0(X). 

STRATEGIC  CONSIDERATIONS. 

In  support  of  its  recommendations  the  board  siieaks  as  follows  of  the  strateg 
considerations  which  have  influenced  it:  **  We  are,  from  a  naval  point  of  view,  v 
in  comparison  with  the  great  naval  powers  of  Europe,  and  the  naval  strengt! 
Japan  is  growing  so  rapidly  that  within  a  year  or  two  she  will  also  overmntcb  c 
available  strength  in  the  Pacific.  Every  eil'ort  is  then  necessary  on  our  part  t 
least  retain  coininand  of  the  sea  on  our  own  coasts  and  to  supplement  our  n: 
strength  by  providing  accessible  places  for  repair  and  docking  and  bj*  fortificat 
so  located  that  when  our  squadrons  are  pressed  by  a  superior  lorce  they  may  use  t 
as  supports  in  holding  the  approaches  to  our  coasts.     So  lon^  as  an  enemy  is  < 

{celled  to  draw  all  of  his  supplies  from  his  home  stations  his  operations  mns 
imited  by  the  necessity  of  holding  his  communications  clear  and  the  quant i1 
supplies  he  can  transport  in  his  ships  under  the  protection  of  his  fleets.  If  he  i 
be  prepared  to  meet  upon  arrival  on  our  coasts  even  a  much  weaker  naval  force, 
compactly  in  hand,  with  repair  and  supply  facilities  near,  we  can  retain  the  comn 
of  the  sea  on  our  coasts  and  render  impossible  its  occupation  near  our  commei 
centera." 
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regard  to  the  cost  of  oonstmotion  the  board  says  that  it  would  appear  that  the 
of  a  steel  floating  dock  aud  a  timber  graving  dock  of  equal  oapaoitlee  would  bo 
ly  equal,  but  that  the  time  of  oonstrnction  is  in  favor  of  the  steel  dock  in  the 
>  of  about  7  to  12.  The  concrete  dock,  under  the  same  conditions  as  the  timber 
[,  would  ooet  from  50  to  75  per  cent  more  and  the  time  of  construction  would 

0  per  cent  greater.  In  the  opinion  of  the  board,  the  cost  of  a  granite  dock 
Id  be  about  double  that  of  a  concrete  dock.  For  all  the  docks  a  depth  of  30  feet 
legested  over  the  sill  as  being  iu  all  probability  the  maximum  draft  of  any 
bT,  eyen  in  the  out-of-trim  condition  produced  by  collision,  accident^  explosion, 
onpowder. 

conclusion,  the  board  expresses  the  conviction  that  all  Government  docks 
Id  be  of  a  xMrmanent  character  and  their  readiness  for  use  at  all  times  be  assured 
ly  cost, 
specting  the  recommendations  of  the  board  as  to  another  dock  at  Mare  Island, 

known  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Navy  Department  to  reject  the  suggestion 
8S  it  can  be  assured  that  some  more  battle  ships  are  to  be  buHt  on  the  Pacific 
(1.  The  board  will  be  kept  together  for  more  work  in  the  same  line.  Captain 
iwick  is  going  to  Europe,  so  he  has  been  relieved,  and  his  place  on  the  board 
be  taken  by  Civil  Engineer  A.  O.  Menocal.  The  board  will  then  at  once,  under 
nstruetions  of  Acting  Secretary  Roosevelt,  proceed  to  examine  the  condition  of 
existing  timber  docks  of  the  Navy,  and  will  also  look  into  the  condition  of  the 
«r  dock  at  New  York,  with  a  view  to  strengthening  it  by  adding  an  entrance  of 
rete. 

[l^m  the  Balttmore  Amerioan,  September  29, 1S97.] 

X  ITAYT  IH  HSED  OF  NBW  DKT   DOCKS— IMfiffSDlATB    CONSTRUCTIOK   OV  VIVB 

BSGOMMBNDBD  BT  THB  8PBCIAL  BOABD. 

utkingtonj  Septemher  iS8, — ^The  special  board  appointed  by  the  Navy  Department 
maider  the  needs  of  the  Navy  in  the  matter  or  new  dry  docks  has  submitted  its 
ft  to  Acting  Secretary  Roosevelt  to-day.  The  board  is  composed  of  Commodore 
ee,  Commander  Chadwick,  and  Constructor  Dashiell,  with  Civil  Engineer  Parks 
icorder.  The  board  finds  that  five  new  docks  are  urgently  necessary,  while  one 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  dock)  should  be  enlarged  immediately.  The  total  cost  of 
B  docks,  with  the  Port  Royal  improvement,  is  estimated  at  $5,775,000.  Four  of 
B  docks,  the  board  says,  should  be  of  concrete,  namely,  at  Boston,  700  feet  long, 
11,300,000;  at  New  York,  500  feet  long,  cost  $1,200,000;  at  Norfolk,  500  feet 
,  cost  $1  J00»000  (lengthening  stone  dock,  $250,000) ;  at  Mare  Island,  500  feet  long, 
10,000.  Each  of  these  concrete  docks  is  to  be  completed  in  two  years, 
i  Algiers,  near  New  Orleans  (North  Galveston  or  Pensacola  as  alternatives),  it  is 
osed  to  place  a  steel  floating  dock  and  wharf.  This  would  cost  $750,000,  and 
d  be  completed  in  ten  months. 

addition  to  these,  the  board  reconmiends  docks  at  the  following  points,  which, 
gh  not  in  the  nature  of  emergency  docks,  are  required  to  place  the  docking 
ities  of  the  country  on  an  adequate  footing:  New  London,  fresh- water  basin  and 
ing  connecting  with  river,  $1,000,000,  in  two  years  time:  Newport  News,  steel 
ing  dock  and  moorings  (alternate  to  Norfolk  concrete  dock),  $650,000,  in  ten 
fts;  Tortugas,  floating  dock  and  moorings,  $650,000,  in  ten  months;  San  Fran- 
I,  concrete  dock  on  Yerba  Buena  Island,  700  feet  long,  $1,500,000,  two  yeai-s: 
Pedro,  concrete  dock,  700  feet  long,  $1,500,000,  in  two  years — making  the  total 
of  this  estimated  supplementary  work  $5,300,000. 

me  of  the  improvements  recommended  are  contingent  upon  compliance  with 
un  conditions — for  instance,  at  Norfolk,  upon  channel  improveinents ;  at  San 
icisco,  upon  survey  of  Yerba  Buena  Island ;  at  Mare  Island,  upon  channel  improve 
ts ;  at  San  Pedro,  upon  harbor  improvements. 

Newport  News  the  board  reports  that  the  shipbuilding  company  there  con  tern - 
M  building  a  second  large  dry  dock,  and  is  willing  to  enter  into  any  agreement 
the  Government  as  to  Ito  use,  being  governed  also  by  the  wishes  of  the  Depart- 
•  as  to  dimensions  and  material. 

e  work  outlined  above  seems  to  be  very  extensive,  but  the  board  says  that,  with 
le  additions  it  proposes  to  the  number  of  our  dry  docks,  we  still  would  have  for 

1  purpoaes  on  our  entire  coast  line  only  one  more  dry  dock  than  has  Great  Britain 
te  of  its  navy-yards— Portsmouth,  England.  At  present  the  United  States  has 
ial  of  eleven  naval  dry  docks,  only  one  of  which  at  this  time — that  at  Pnget 
d,  Washington— can  take  in  our  battle  ships. 

support  of  its  reoommendatious  the  board  speaks  as  follows  of  the  strategical 
derations  which  have  influenced  it:  We  are,  from  a  naval  point  of  view^  weak 
mparison  with  the  great  naval  powers  of  Europe ;  and  the  naval  strength  of  Japan 
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is  growing  bo  rapidlv  that  within  a  year  or  two  she  will  oTormatch  us  in  aTsili 
strength  iu  the  Pacinc.  Every  effoit  is  then  necessary  on  our  part  to  retain  o 
mand  of  the  sea,  at  least  on  onr  own  coasts,  and  to  supplement  our  naval  BtreDg;tl 
providing  accessible  places  for  repair  and  docking,  and  by  fortifications  so  loci 
that  when  onr  squadrons  are  pressed  by  a  superior  force  they  may  use  them  u  t 

Sorts  in  holding  the  approaches  to  our  coasts.  So  long  as  an  enemy  is  oompelle 
raw  all  of  his  supplies  from  his  home  stations,  his  operations  must  be  limitei 
the  necessity  of  holding  his  communications  clear  and  the  quantity  of  supplie 
can  transport  in  his  ships  under  the  protection  of  his  fleets.  If  he  must  be  prepi 
to  meet  upon  arrival  on  our  coasts  even  a  much  weaker  naval  force,  held  compa 
in  hand,  with  repair  and  supply  facilities  near,  we  can  retain  the  command  of 
sea  on  our  coasts  and  render  impossible  its  occupation  near  our  commercial  oeoi 

Should  it  prove  trae  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  Bnbmil 
Congress  at  its  next  session  the  report  of  said  board,  and  recomm 
that  an  additional  dry  dock  should  be  constructed  at  each  of  the  lo 
ities  named  iu  said  two  articles,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  at  e 
of  four  of  said  named  places  there  are  now  already  established  ] 
manent  dry  docks — ^in  fact  at  three  of  said  places,  to  wit,  Boston,  I 
York,  and  Norfolk — there  are  already  two  permanent  dry  docks  esl 
lished  at  each,  one  being  of  granite  and  one  of  timber,  as  hereinbei 
recited.  Then,  too,  even  in  that  event,  this  council  respectfully  sabi 
that  said  facts  should  not  successfully  militate  against  the  estabi 
ment  of  a  granite  dry  dock  at  Bound  Bay  or  eliminate  its  usefuU 
therefor,  but  on  the  contrary  this  council  resx>ectftdly  maintains  t 
Congress  should  establish  a  dry  dock  at  Bound  Bay,  and  thereby 
only  take  cognizance  of  the  very  great  special,  if  not  superior,  ad\ 
tages  possessed  by  Bound  Bay  and  Severn  Biver  whereat  to  estab 
a  great  national  dry  dock  at  this  suitable  site  therefor  along  our  AtlaD 
Coast  frontier  line,  but  at  the  same  time  to  declare  a  national  policy 
more  equitably  distributing  geographically  the  advantages  wi 
always  should  accrue  to  the  country  at  large  whenever  these  gi 
national  public  works  are  more  equitably  distributed,  and  especii 
when  they  involve,  as  they  will  eventually  in  these  cases,  an  expei 
ture  all  the  way  from  five  millions  to  fifteen  millions  of  doUars  of 
public  moneys. 

NATIONAL  ABMOB  PLANT. 

This  council  also  respectfully  submits  that  Bound  Bay  alsopossesi 
for  the  reasons  herein  recited,  special  advantages  whereat  to  loc 
and  establish  a  national  armor  plant,  provided  Congress  shall  de 
mine  to  embark  upon  such  a  governmental  policy.  But  as  Sparn 
Point  Steel  Works,  near  Baltimore,  already  in  successful  operati 
furnish  an  admirable  plant  for  our  Government  to  begin  with,  sho 
title  to  it  be  duly  acquired  by  the  United  States,  then  and  in  that  ev 
there  would  not  at  least  be  the  same  necessity  to  establish  an  additio 
armor  plant  at  Bound  Bay. 

It  would  seem  that  the  steel  plant  at  Sparrows  Point  has  b 
recently  visited  by  the  United  States  naviJ  board  charged  with 
duty  of  preparing  a  report  thereon  to  be  submitted  by  the  honora 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Congress  at  its  next  session,  as  appears  fi 
an  extract  from  the  Baltimore  Sun  of  September  21, 1897,  as  folio 

TO  LOCATE  AN  ABMOK  PLAKT— SPARROWS  POINT  8TESL  WORKS  INSPBCTVD  FOB 

NAVT  DEPARTMENT  BT  A  BOARD  OF  EXPERTS. 

On  invitation  of  the  Maryland  Steel  Company  the  GoYemment  armor  fa£ 
board  came  from  Washington  yesterday  and  visited  the  large  plant  of  the  com] 
at  Sparrows  Point, 


f  a  director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Steel  Company.  In  Baltimore  they  were 
Mr.  £.  C.  Felton,  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Steel  Company,  amil  Ma^j. 
ent)  former  president  of  the  company  and  chairman  of  the  executive  board, 
rriving  at  Sparrows  Point  the  party  was  welcomed  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Wood,  presi- 
the  Maryland  Steel  Company,  and  Mr.  K.  K.  Wood,  general  agent  of  tlie 
ly.  The  observation  car  of  the  company  was  in  waiting  and  the  party 
1  it.  After  making  a  circuit  of  the  works  they  arrived  at  the  shipyard, 
were  shown  through  the  drafting  room,  the  fitting-out  shops,  and  the  mechan- 
be  immense  hydraulic  shears  was  explained.  From  the  ship  plant  the  visitors 
kken  to  the  restaurant  for  dinner,  which  was  served  by  Caterer  Uarris. 
e  afternoon  the  board  was  shown  through  the  furnaces,  the  mill,  and  the  Bes- 
rorka.  For  the  first  time  during  their  tour  through  the  different  plants  they 
iven  an  opportunity  to  see  the  full  operation  of  making  rails.  They  first 
at  Furnace  C,  and  after  seeing  a  blast  made  followed  it  through  the  mill  and 
aightening  department,  and  finally  saw  the  rails  loaded  on  a  car. 
members  of  the  board  expressed  themselves  much  pleased  with  the  plant, 
^turned  at  5  p.  m.  to  Washington. 

)lant  at  Sparrow's  Point,  it  is  stated,  is  especially  adapted  for  the  location  of 
lor  plant.  The  tract  on  which  the  armor  plant  would  be  placed  includes  the 
ihipyard  and  about  thirty  acres  additional.  This  would  leave  the  steel-rail 
till  in  the  hands  of  the  company.  The  proximity  to  deep  water,  access  by 
^ing  trunk  lines,  nearness  to  the  steel  plant  and  to  the  laborers  of  a  large 
^  among  the  especial  advantages  suggested.  The  ground  is  peculiarly  well- 
for  the  carrying  of  heavy  apparatus  without  the  necessity  of  piling  or  laying 
dations  of  excessive  size  or  dimensions.  It  is  also  an  excellent  point  for  the 
ling  of  materials. 

nportant  advantage  is  the  ease  of  defense  in  case  of  an  attack  by  a  hostile 
owing  to  the  fact  that  Baltimore  can  only  be  approached  through  a  long  ship 

kin,  the  Baltimore  San  of  October  1, 1897,  referring  farther  to  this 
mbject-matter,  recites  the  very  great  advantages  possessed  by 
bate  of  Maryland,  on  accoant  of  its  water  facilities,  wherein  to 
a  permanent  national  armor  plant  in  the  event  Congress  shall 
a  x>olicy  of  owning  its  own  armor  plant,  and  in  an  article  as 
b: 

SKN  ARMOR  PLAin"— THE  OBJECtlONfl  OF  EXPERTS  TO  A  GOVERNMENT  FO UN- 
IK  THAT  SECTION  DO  NOT  APPLY  TO  MARYLAND — SUPERIOR  ADVANTAGES 
OFFERED  BY  THIS  STATE — IT  HAS  FACILITIES  FOR  THE  TRANSPORTATION  BY 
ER    OF    THE    HEAVY  PLATES    TO    THE   YARDS    OF    THE    SHIPBUILDERS — NAVY 
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heavy  plates,  can  be  seoared,  and  the  fact  that  labor  is  cheaper  there  is  anotlur 
advantage  some  officials  point  but  for  the  establishment  of  a  plant  at  some  other  point 
than  north  of  the  Virginia  line.  Colored  labor  is  now  extensively  used  at  Newport 
News  in  building  the  three  battle  ships  there,  and  has  proven  a  success.  It  was  oied 
to  a  large  extent  on  the  three  ffunboats  constructed  there,  and,  while  not  of  a  skilled 
type,  served  the  purposes  of  the  company. 

Sparrows  Point,  Birmingham,  and  a  place  in  Tennessee,  it  is  urged,  present 
advantages  for  the  establishment  of  an  armor  plant  which  should  have  great  weight 
with  the  special  board  in  reaching  its  conclusions,  and  the  fact  that  the  board  is  to 
go  South  before  drawing  up  its  recommendations  has  been  accepted  at  least  aa 
encouraging  to  the  advocates  of  that  section.  A  delegation  from  the  South  some 
weeks  ago  made  an  earnest  plea  to  the  Department  to  have  a  certain  plant  near 
Nashville  inspected,  and  held  out  liberal  inducements  to  the  Government  to  estsbliih 
an  armor  factory  in  that  State. 

The  promoters  of  Maryland  as  an  advantageous  point  for  the  plant  have  been  less 
active,  and,  apparently,  are  willing  to  leave  the  selection  entirely  to  the  board  with- 
out attempting  to  influence  its  judgment.  It  is  freely  stated  at  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment that  when  it  comes  to  considering  the  South  as  a  locality  for  a  plant  Mary  land 
presents  advantages  over  any  other  section.  These  are  its  water  facilities  for  the 
transportation  of  heavy  armor  either  to  Newport  News  or  the  Cramps,  its  contiguity 
to  the  big  steel  and  iron  mines,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  almost  between  the  two  leaiding 
yards  now  building  the  larger  ships  for  the  Navy. 

Assistant  Secretary  Roosevelt  is  an  advocate  of  establishing  the  plant  west  of  the 
monu  tai  ns  if  the  Navy  is  to  undertake  the  manufacture  of  its  own  plates.  He  tbioki 
armor  can  be  more  cheaply  made  there,  and  the  quality  produced  would  be  eaoallj 
as  good  as  that  furnished  now  to  the  service.  A  doubtful  problem  is  that  relatiDg 
to  the  production  of  steel  ore  in  the  South.  There  is  no  question  in  the  minds  of 
the  members  of  the  board  that  the  quality  is  good,  but  as  the  output  is  not  so  large 
it  has  been  contended  that  in  an  emergency  ^e  Navy  might  find  the  ore  short  for  its 
factory. 

llie  Navy,  as  a  rule,  is  opposed  to  the  €k>vemment  going  into  the  armor  mannfM- 
turing  business  at  all,  and  believes  it  is  the  proper  sphere  of  private  oonceroe  to 
furnish  the  country  with  the  protection  for  its  war  vessels.  Neither  does  the  arnmr 
board  approve  very  strongly  of  the  establishment  of  the  plant.  Captain  CNeil,  the 
ordnance  chief,  opposes  the  plan,  as  did  his  predecessor.  Captain  Sampson.  Secre- 
tary Ht'rbert  did  not  like  the  idea  and  neither  does  the  present  Secretary,  but  all 
admit  that  if  the  two  firms  that  now  have  a  comer  on  armor  r«iuse  to  come  to  rea- 
sonable terms  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Navy  to  get  its  own  armor  in  some  other 
way,  and  as  no  other  firms  are  capable  of  delivering  it  there  will  be  mo  remedy  bat 
to  build  a  plant  and  make  armor. 

In  considering  the  armor  subject  the  board  is  very  much  embarrassed  by  the  laek 
of  some  definite  naval  policy  as  to  the  probable  number  of  ships  the  service  maj 
undertake  in  the  future.  It  most  strongly  opposes  the  building  of  a  great  three 
million  dollar  plant  if  Congress  is  to  authorize  but  one  battle  ship  a  year  and  possibly 
not  that;  but  if  there  was  a  construction  policy,  such  as  Great  Britain  and  France 
outline  for  augmenting  their  naval  service,  and  some  reasonable  idea  of  the  extent 
to  which  the  Navy  would  develop  in  a  given  period,  the  board  would  urge  that  the 
Navy  supply  not  only  its  own  armor,  but  steel  for  the  shell  of  the  ships. 

As  the  whole  armor  question  must  come  up  again  this  winter  in  Congress,  it  is 
desired  by  the  naval  authorities  that  the  fullest  available  information  should  be 
secured  in  order  that  both  Houses  may  have  for  consideration  reliable  data  trestiog 
of  armor  in  all  its  phases.  It  is  recognized  by  those  who  have  in  charge  the  build- 
ing of  a  navy  that  a  most  serious  obstacle  stands  in  the  way  of  its  development  by 
the  refusal  of  the  armor  concerns  to  comply  with  the  Government's  propositions,  sod 
that  until  a  compromise  is  reached  or  Congress  provides  a  plant  it  will  be  impossible 
for  the  country  to  continue  the  building  of  powerful  war  vessels. 

INEQUITABLE  DISTRIBUTION  OP  THE  EXPENDITURE  OP  THE  PUBLIC 

MONEYS  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

In  conclnsion  this  council  respectfully  invites  special  attention  to  the 
inequitable  distribution  of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  moneys  dur 
ing  the  thirty  years  last  past;  showing  that  the  large  expenditure  for 
supplies  for  the  Army,  Navy,  and  civil  service,  for  building  ships,  dry 
docks,  manufacturing  cannon,  rifles,  muskets,  pistols,  and  guns  gener* 
ally,  gun  carriages,  ammunition,  ordnance  and  fortifications,  maintaining 
shipyards,  repairing  ships,  and  for  the  construction  of  public  buildingS) 
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aod  contracts  for  Goveniment  snpplies  generally,  have  been  chiefly 
made  in  Northern  and  Northwestern  States. 

This  matter  has  grown  so  grave  that  this  council  is  of  opinion  that 
the  time  has  ftiUy  arrived  when  the  attention  of  Congress  should  be 
directed  to  the  same,  with  a  view  of  secoring  a  more  equitable  distribu- 
tion geographically  of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  moneys. 

The  Baltimore  Sun  of  September  29, 1897,  makes  reference  to  this 
subject  generally  in  an  editorial  as  follows: 

ARMOR  FLAMTB  IN  THB  SOUTH. 

Now  that  it  is  aniyersally  conceded  that  iron  and  steel  are  produced  more  cheaply 
in  the  Sonth  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  it  is  but  right  and  proper  that  the 
proposed  armor  plant  of  the  Federal  Government  should  be  located  in  Maryland, 
A]al>ama,  or  Tennessee.  The  Sonth  has  been  too  much  ignored  in  the  distribution 
of  the  indirect  benefits  of  governmental  expenditure.  Taxes  are  collected  in  the 
8onth  with  great  promptness,  both  internal  taxes  and  tariff  taxes  paid  on  goods 
imported  throuffh  Northern  ports,  or  on  domestic  goods,  whose  price  is  enhanced  by 
dnties  laid  for  the  benefit  oi  Northern  manufacturers.  With  like  promptitude  and 
readiness  the  outgoing  current  of  money  from  the  Federal  Treasury  should,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  directed  by  the  spending  departments  in  equitable  proportions  to  the 
sections  from  which  it  came.  This  has  been  recognized  as  respects  the  Pacific  Coast 
ind  the  Northwest,  but  not  as  respects  the  South. 

The  interest  of  the  Grovemment  is  of  course  the  first  consideration.  Contracts 
should  go  to  the  lowest  bidder,  and  Gk)vemment  plants  should  be  located  where  the^ 
will  give  the  best  and  most  economical  results.  This  is  the  correct  general  princi- 
ple. It  was  not  observed  when  it  was  provided  in  an  act  of  Congress  that  more 
sbonld  be  paid  per  ton  for  warships  built  on  the  Pacific  Coast  than  for  those  built  at 
Baltimore,  Norfolk,  or  Philadelphia,  nor  has  it  been  observed  in  regard  to  other  objects 
of  expenditure.  Favoritism  has  too  often  decided  where  contracts  and  Qovemment 
plants  shall  go.  Political  "pulls'^  have  for  many  years  caused  contracts  for  ships, 
^uns,  armor,  ammunition,  paper,  and  other  supplies  to  go  to  certain  Northern  States, 
^'hile  it  is  true  that  the  lower  price  should  command  contracts,  there  has  not  for 
many  years  been  an  impartial  attitude  toward  contractors.  The  distribution  of 
cimtoacts  has  been  distinctly  geo^aphical,  sectional,  and  political,  and  at  the  same 
time  decidedly  inequitable.  Even  the  manufacturing  establishments  operated  by 
the  Government  have  been  inequitably  distributed,  all  the  important  ones  being 
located  in  the  North.  This  has  had  its  effect  in  delaying  the  industrial  development 
of  the  South. 

The  establishment  by  the  Government  of  its  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  armor 
In  the  South  wonld  be  strictly  in  accord  with  sound  principles  of  economy.  It  would 
fay.  Armor  for  warships  ought  to  be  made  by  the  Government  in  the  South,  because 
It  can  be  more  cheaply  made  there  than  elsewhere.  This  is  a  solid  reason,  which  can 
not  be  ignored.  If  it  could  not  be  made  there  more  cheaply  than  in  the  North,  but 
only  at  the  same  price,  still  regard  for  the  principle  of  equitably  distributing  Gov- 
ernment expenditures  would  require  a  Southern  location  of  the  proposed  plant. 
Knch  more,  when  the  South  offers  the  advantages  of  economy  and  immunity  from 
attack  by  sea.  Alluding  to  the  demand  of  Southern  representatives  that  these  advan- 
tages should  now  at  length  be  given  a  tardy  recognition,  the  New  York  Herald  speaks 
at  length  of  "the  great  advantages  possessed  by  these  States  in  cheapness  of  coal, 
iron,  labor,  and  transportation,"  and  the  sentimental  plea  of  "the  existing  discrimi- 
nation against  the  South  in  the  establishment  of  Government  institutions,  notably 
of  sQch  as  are  related  to  the  necessities  of  naval  defense." 

The  Herald  thinks  that  "the  steel  workers  reared  in  the  North  will  not  like  the 
proposed  sites  in  the  Sonth,"  but  the  Herald  should  consider  that  the  preferences  of 
the  Northern  steel  workers  are  not  the  main  consideration.  It  forgets  also  that  few 
9^  the  steel  workers  at  existing  plants  in  Pennsylvania  are  Americans,  but  are 
imported  from  foreign  countries.  These  imported  workmen  would  as  readily  go  to 
Alabama  as  to  Pennsylvania.  And  experience  shows  that  Northern  workers  have  no 
areraion  to  good  Jobs  in  large  private  plants  now  operated  in  the  South. 

ESTIMATED  COST. 

First,  of  dred^Dg  a  channel  150  feet  wide  on  the  bottom,  with  side 
slopes  1  on  3,  and  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide  from  the  Chesapeake 
iay  to  Bonnd  Bay,  at  the  head  of  Severn  Biver,  State  of  Maryland; 
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and,  second,  of  constructing  a  granite  dry  dock  on  said  Romid  Bay 
capable  of  docking  any  United  States  naval  vessel  of  the  maximam 
number  of  tons  displacement  now  built  or  contemplated  to  be  built, 
with  a  tidal  basin  connected  therewith  of  1,000  feet  square,  and  of 
acquiring  on  said  Round  Bay  land  suitable  in  character  and  sufficient  in 
acreage  to  fully  subserve  all  the  purposes  as  herein  contemplated. 

In  reference  to  the  first  of  these  two  propositions  this  council  respect- 
fully shows  that  the  officer  of  the  United  States  Engineer  Office  at  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  when  reporting,  on  November  6, 1896,  to  Col.  Peter  C. 
Hains,  United  States  Corps  of  Engineers,  on  a  part  of  this  subject 
matter,  recited  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  CHARLES  W.  KUTZ,   CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  5, 1896. 

Colonel:  Pursuant  to  your  verbal  directions,  I  have  tho.  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report,  based  npon  that  clause  of  the  river  and  harbor  bill  of  June  3, 18!^. 
which  directs  a  **  survey  to  be  made  and  the  cost  of  the  improvement  to  be  estimated 
at  Annapolis  Harbor,  Mnryland,  with  a  view  to  straightening,  widening,  and  deep- 
ening  the  channel  of  tho  entrance  to  said  harbor  so  as  to  obtain  a  ship  channel  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and  twenty-eight  feet  deep  at  mean  low  wat^r  frcHii 
Chesapeake  Bay  to  the  wharves  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  in  said  harbor." 

On  October  19, 1896, 1  proceeded  by  tug  to  Annapolis  and  made  the  required  ezairi- 
nation.  The  harbor  of  Annapolis  runs  southeast  to  northwest,  with  a  niriy  straigbt 
sh  ip  channel  through  it  19  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water.  Opposi  te  the  Naval  Academr 
wharves  there  is  a  deep  pocket,  with  a  minnmnm  depth  of  29  feet,  which  extendi 
thence  to  a  point  due  south  of  the  wharf  of  the  naval  ordnance  proving  ground. 
This  deep  water  is  separated  from  the  deep  water  of  the  bay  by  two  broad  bars,  which 
in  turn  are  separated  by  a  deep-water  pocket  with  25  feet  of  water  in  it.  The  latter 
is  caused  by  Greenberry  Neck,  which  projects  into  the  harbor  and  cansea  a  contra^'* 
tion  of  the  waterway.  Greenberry  Neck  is  wearing  away  very  rapidly,  probably  at 
the  rate  of  15  feet  a  year,  30  feet  or  40  feet  having  disappeared  in  two  recent  stonoi, 

A  dredged  channel  through  such  soft  material  would  require  easy  side  slopes,  aaj 
one-third,  and  a  certain  amount  of  annual  dredging  for  maintenance;  but  all  who 
have  ever  examined  this  harbor  agree  in  recommending  dredging  as  the  proper 
means  of  improvement. 

I  w^ould  recommend  that  the  outer  portion  follow  a  line  parallel  to  the  Tollej 
Point  bar,  leading  35  degrees  west  of  north.  This  would  make  a  cut  3^  miles  long* 
and,  with  side  slopes- of  one-third  and  an  allowance  of  1  foot  for  filling  in  behind  the 
bucket,  would  require  1,070,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  scow  measnrement.  or 
1,070,000  cubic  yards,  at  12  cents  per  cubic  yard,  $128,400.  Allowing  10  per  cent  for 
contingencies,  the  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  becomes,  in  round  namben, 
$142,000.  It  is  thought  that  an  annual  appropriation  of  $5,000  would  be  ample  to 
maintain  such  a  channel,  and  possibly  it  could  be  maintained  for  considerably  Itfi. 

Now,  the  aforesaid  estimated  cost  of  $128,400  was  to  secure  a  con- 
tinuous ship  channel  150  feet  wide  on  the  bottom,  with  side  slope* 
of  1  on*  3,  and  28  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  for  a  distance  of  ^ 
miles,  where  the  average  depth  of  water  at  mean  low  tide  was  20  feet 
at  the  date  of  said  report. 

To  secure  a  ship's  channel  of  the  same  width  and  similar  side  slopes 
for  the  same  distance  and  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  would  ca4 
an  additional  sum  equal  to  one-fourth  of  $128,400,  to  wit,  $32,100, 
which  added  to  $128,400  would  aggregate  $160,500,  to  which  adding  10 
per  cent  for  contingencies,  to  wit,  $16,000,  would  make  a  grand  aggre- 
gate sum  of  $176,500. 

But  this  distance  of  3  J  miles  for  which  this  last  estimate  of  costs  wW 
so  made  is  one-third  of  the  distance  from  Chesapeake  Bay  via  the 
Severn  Kiver  to  Hound  Bay — which  distance  is  about  lOJ  miles— and 
tlie  conditions  being  similar  and  the  data  being  identical,  this  conncil 
therefore  respectfully  submits  that  the  total  cost  of  dredging  a  ship's 
channel  of  150  feet  wide  on  the  bottom,  with  side  slopes  1  on  3,  and  30 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  from  Chesapeake  Bay  via  the  Severn  Biver 


x-^-    ^ ^   ^ 


ving  of  one-sixth  in  costs,  or  a  total  saving  of  $88^50,  thereby 
ig  said  costs  of  dredging  to  $441,250. 

coancil  therefore  respectftilly  submits  that  this  work  of  dredg- 
L  safely  be  estimated  to  cost  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $500,000. 
\A, — ^The  only  information  this  council  now  has  relative  to  the 
'  constracting  granite  dry  docks  on  oar  Atlantic  Ooast  is  limited 
costs  of  constructing  granite  dry  docks*  at  Boston,  New  York, 
rfolk,  in  the  United  States,  and  at  Halifax,  Kova  Scotia.  Their 
re  as  follows: 


J^ 


sts  of  granite  dry  dock 

on $972,717.29 

York 2,003,498.05 

oik 943,676.00                    v 

fax,  NoYft  Scotia 750,000.00 

lotal  costa  of  said  fonr  granite  dry  docks 3, 669, 891. 34 

iveri^ecost 917,467.83 

ntion  is  called  to  the  fact  that  while  the  granite  dry  dock  at  Jj 

ork.  which  is  only  369  feet  long,  with  24  feet  of  water  over  its  ^ 

«t  $2,003,498.06;  the  granite  dry  dock  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
is  600  feet  long,  with  30  feet  of  water  over  its  sills,  cost  only 
0. 

« in  this  British  dry  dock  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  where  was 
in  August,  1897,  the  United  States  battle  ship  Indiana,  and 
ling  the  alleged  damages  sustained  by  said  vessel,  while  being 
locked,  there  has  been  more  or  less  adverse  comment  in  the 
press. 

ew  of  the  extensive  quarries  of  excellent  granite  on  the  Susque- 
Eiver,  with  all-water  carriage  thence  to  Bound  Bay,  and  other 
s  of  first-class  granite  in  Howard  and  in  other  counties  of  Mary- 
close  proximity  to  railroads,  all  within  cheap  transportation  to 
Bay,  this  council  respectively  submits  that  it  may  be  within 
its  of  safety  to  estimate  that  the  total  cost  of  constructing  such 
te  dry  dock  at  Bound  Bay  will  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $900,000. 
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8X7MHARY  OF  COSTS. 

Dredging  the  Severn  River |BOO,000 

Constraoting  granite  dry  dock 900,000 

CoDstrncting  tidal  basin 80,000 

Property •- HOOO 

Total  aggregate  cost 1,500,000 

This  oonncil,  therefore,  respectfally  submits  that  the  total  aggregate 
costs  of  all  said  improvements  will  not  exceed  the  sam  of  $1,500,000, 
which  sam  this  council  now  memorializes  Congress  to  appropriate  at 
its  next  session  for  the  purposes  and  objects  aforesaid. 

In  order  to  efifect  the  several  objects  for  which  this  estimate  of  costs 
has  been  so  made,  this  council  now  respectfully  submits  to  you  a  form 
of  bill  as  follows : 

A  BILL  to  improve  the  Severn  BItot,  State  of  Marylaod,  aod  for  otber  pnrpeew. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Repreeentaiivea  of  ike  United  Siatee  of  Am&i» 
in  Congreu  aaeefmbUd^  That  the  sum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoiiaand  doUan,  or 
BO  mnoh  thereof  as  may  be  required,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  tlie 
purpose  of  obtaining,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  oontinaoas  shipt' 
channel  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  width  at  the  bottom,  with  side 
slopes  one  on  three  and  thirty  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  from  Chesapeake  Bay 
by  the  way  of  the  Severn  Biver,  to  Bound  Bay,  State  of  Maryland,  with  a  tidal  basin 
in  said  Round  Bay,  on  the  direct  line  of  said  channel,  of  not  less  than  one  thonsaod 
feet  square  and  thirty  feet  deep,  to  be  located  at  a  place  suitable  therefor  situate  any* 
where  in  said  Round  Bay ;  whereat  shall  be  constructed,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  this  appropriation,  a  granite  dry  dock, 
with  dimensions  capable  of  docking  with  facility  any  United  States  naval  veesel  of 
the  maximum  number  of  tons  displacement  under  aU  possible  conditions  of  load  now 
built  or  contemplated  to  be  built,  and  whereof  all  facings  shall  be  of  dressed  gnn- 
ite,  and  of  a  depth  of  water  over  the  sill  of  not  less  than  thirty  feet  at  mean  low  tide. 

Sko.  2.  That  the  place  on  said  Round  Bay  whereat  said  granite  dry  dock  shall  be  m 
constructed  and  whereat  said  tidal  basin  shall  be  so  established  and  excavated, 
together  with  ample  grounds  contiguous  to  either  thereof  and  suitable  therefor, 
shall  be  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  title  to  any  and  aU  of  said  prop- 
erties shall  be  acquired  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  by  said  Secretari 
by  purchase  or  condemnation,  or  gift,  or  grant,  and  if  acquired  by  purchase  or  by 
condemnation  the  same  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  oat  of 
this  appropriation  whenever  there  shall  be  filed  with  him  a  certificate  of  the  Seore- 
tary  of  the  Navy  reciting  that  said  sites  and  grounds,  describing  all  of  same,  have 
been  selected  by  him,  said  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  be  accompanied 
with  an  opinion  of  the  United  States  Attorney-General  as  to  the  validity  of  thetitk 
to  all  of  said  properties,  and  in  the  event  that  the  Attomey-Qeneral  snail  declare 
said  title  to  be  valid  he  shall  in  his  said  opinion  recite  the  names  of  all  persom, 
respectively,  to  whom  such  payments  should  be  so  made  for  or  on  account  of  any  of 
the  properties  so  acquired  for  the  uses  and  purposes  herein  stated. 

Wherefore,  for  these  and  other  valid  reasons,  which  no  doabt  will 
readily  occur  to  you  in  the  careful  study  of  all  the  factors  which  enter 
into  those  proposed  improvements,  this  council  respectfully  represents 
that  this  communication  may  have  your  full  attention,  and  that  in  any 
report  which  you  may  hereafter  submit  to  Congress,  or  any  of  its 
committees,  in  these  premises  you  may  be  pleased  to  also  submit 
therewith  this  expression  of  the  views  of  this  council  on  the  matters 
herein  recited,  together  with  all  the  exhibits  submitted  herewith. 
We  are,  sirs,  yours,  very  truly, 

EiOHABD  H.  Obeen,  Mayor. 
BoBEBT  Moss,  Counselor. 
John  H.  Bbight,  Jr.,  Alderman. 
Elmeb  E.  Pabkinson,  Alderman. 
Weems  Eidout,  Alderman. 
Joseph  H.  Bellis,  Alderman. 
Hebm  AN  Ellinghousen,  a  IdermoK 
Wiley  H.  Bates,  Alderma/n. 
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Exhibit  No.  2, 

Egiraetfram  ike  Amnua  Bepart  of  ike  Secretary  of  ike  Navy  for  ike  year  1897,    (Page 

It  to  17,) 

BUREAU  OF  YARDS  AND  DOCKS. 

It  ftppeftrs  from  tlie  report  of  the  Barean  of  YardB  and  Docks  that  to-day  the  most 
Dgent  need  of  the  naval  sernce  is  an  inorease  of  docking  facilities.  Of  the  eleven 
Oovemment  docks — ^nine  on  the  Atlantic  and  two  on  the  Pacific  coast — ^three  were 
designed  to  accommodate  battle  ships  of  the  first  class,  one  at  New  York,  one  at  Port 
Royal.  8.  C,  and  one  at  Bremerton,  Wash.,  on  Pnget  Sound.  But  the  dock  at  New 
York  has  been  for  six  months  and  is  likely  for  three  months  more  to  be  undergoing 
npairs,  and  at  the  dock  at  Port  Royal  there  is  not  only  an  insufficiency  of  water, 
bat  the  cross-section  of  the  dock  is  too  small  to  safely  admit  battle  ships  with  bilge 
keels  affixed.  A  modem  ship  should  be  docked  every  few  months,  and  owing  to  the 
sbove  condition  of  the  docks  on  this  coast  it  was  necessary  to  send  the  Indiana  to 
Halifax  in  August  last  for  this  purpose. 

On  the  Pacific  coast  there  is  but  one  dock  of  sufficient  size  to  dock  a  modem  bat- 
tle ship.  This  is  on  Pnget  Sound,  900  miles  from  San  Francisco.  Access  to  it  is 
through  a  narrow  channel  20  miles  wide,  one  side  of  which  is  in  possession  of  a  for- 
fien  country. 

This  lack  of  docking  facilities  should  be  remedied  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
The  necessity  is  imperative.  The  Department,  therefore,  appointed  in  August  last 
s  special  board  to  examine  the  matter,  and  the  valuable  report  made  by  it  will  be 
forwarded  to  Congress  as  soon  as  it  meets. 

This  board  reports  that  timber  docks,  although  less  expensive  than  stone  or  con- 
erete,  are  not  durable. 

A  plan  for  the  location  of  additional  Government  docks,  recommended  by  this  board 
at  a  result  of  its  investigations,  is  comprehensive  and  should  be  substantially  carried 
oQt.  When  completed  it  will  give  the  necessary  facilities  demanded  by  the  exten- 
sire  coast  line  of  our  country. 

There  are  seven  strategic  divisions  of  our  coast :  First,  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to 
Cspe  Cod;  second,  from  Cape  Cod  to  Sandy  Hook;  third,  from  Sandy  Hook  to  Cape 
H«ary ;  fourth,  from  Cape  Henry  to  Cape  Sable;  fifth,  the  coast  line  bordering  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico;  sixth,  the  southern  portion  of  the  Pacific  coast,  and  seventh,  the 
Borthera  portion.  There  should  be  clocks  and  repair  shops  in  each  division,  and  these 
should  be  placed,  as  far  as  possible,  at  great  commercial  and  industrial  centers,  not 
only  beeause  workmen  and  material  can  be  obtained  more  readily  and  more  reason- 
ably at  such  points,  but  also  because  such  points  require  and  will  have,  from  their 
importance  to  the  country,  a  strong  land  defense;  and,  as  the  docks  also  require  a 
i^ng  defense,  one  set  of  fortifications  will  cover  both  civil  and  military  property. 
In  the  great  commercial  centers  also,  from  which  ply  large  transocean  steamers,  the 
Government  will  be  able  to  derive  some  revenue  from  accommodating  them  in  its 
docks. 

The  board  in  its  summary  recommends  as  sites  for  "docks  urgently  necessary'' 
Boston,  New  York,  Norfolk,  Port  Koyal,  New  Orleans,  and  Mare  Island.  The  ground 
on  which  they  proceed  in  this  recommendation  appears  in  the  following  quotation 
from  their  report : 

"Acts  of  Congress  have  repeatedly  required  that  navy-yards  and  dry  docks,  their 
most  essential  and  costly  structures,  shall  be  located  with  due  regard  to  the  com- 
mercial as  well  as  the  naval  interests,  and  commissions  have  been  from  time  to  time 
Appointed  to  select  such  sites.  The  reports  of  these  commissions  have  furnished  the 
board  valuable  information  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties.  In  its  instructions  to 
these  oonunissions  the  Navy  Department  has  formulated  the  special  requirements  of 
» site  for  a  navy-yard  to  be— 

"1.  A  situation  upon  a  good  harbor  of  sufficient  size,  depth,  and  accessibility  for 
vessels  of  the  largest  size  and  heaviest  draft. 

^'2.  A  favorable  position  with  respect  to  the  principal  lines  of  defense. 

"3.  A  local  security  from  water  attack  due  to  x>o6ltion  and  natural  surroundings. 

"4.  Ample  water  frontage  of  sufficient  depth  and  permanence,  and  with  currents 
of  moderate  rapidity. 

I' 5.  A  fsvorable  position  with  respect  to  the  lines  of  interior  communication  (by 
nil  or  otherwise)  with  the  principal  sources  of  supply. 

''6.  That  the  character  of  the  ground  shall  be  suitable  for  the  construction  of 
excavated  docks  and  basins  and  for  heavy  structures. 

"7.  Proximity  to  centers  of  labor  and  supplies  of  material. 

**%,  Healthiness  of  the  climate  and  its  suitability  for  outdoor  labor. 
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*'9.  The  existence  in  the  vicinity  of  an  ample  supply  of  good  potable  water." 

Upon  careful  consideration  of  the  report  and  the  supplementary  report  of  the 
board,  and  of  the  whole  subject-matter,  the  Department  recommends  that  action  be 
taken  by  initial  appropriations — at  a  total  ultimate  cost  for  the  several  improTe- 
ments  recommended  less  than  that  of  one  additional  first-class  battio  ship,  which  is 
now  of  less  importance  than  additional  docks — to  start  at  once  the  following  works: 

That  a  dock  be  constructed  at  Boston,  as  recommended  by  the  board,  adapted  to 
the  docking  of  the  largest  ocean-going  vessels.  As  the  New  England  coast  Lb  oar 
first  exposure  to  European  attack,  there  should  certainly  be  sucn  a  dock  npon  it; 
and  this  site  is  the  one  which  meets  all  the  requisites  above  quoted  as  essential  or 
desirable,  and  which  would  be  a  source  of  considerable  revenue  to  the  GtovemmeDt 
from  its  commercial  use.  It  is  the  center  of  the  largest  commercial  and  industrial 
activities  in  New  England,  is  in  the  most  favorable  relation  to  coast  defense,  is  clo«e 
to  a  large  body  of  mechanics  of  high  skill  and  experience,  and  a  new  dock  there  has 
been  repeatedly  recommended  in  past  years  by  tht?  Bureaa  of  Yards  and  Docks  and 
other  naval  authorities.  The  only  dock  now  there  is  a  small  and  insufficient  one  of 
stone,  laid  over  sixty  years  a^o. 

That  while,  on  account  of  its  lack  of  some  of  the  enumerated  requisites,  the  board 
does  not  include  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  in  its  list  of  recommendations,  yet  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  its  otherwise  well-equipped  yard  has  no  dock  at  all,  except  a  wom-ont 
floating  wooden  dock  bnilt  in  1851,  so  far  worthless  that  its  lifting  capacity  is  reported 
to  be  only  1 ,500  tons,  a  dock  should  be  built  there  commensurate  with  the  use  of  the 
yard.    If  there  is  a  navy-yard,  there  should  be  a  dock ; 

That  at  New  York,  as  soon  as  timber  dock  No.  3,  which  is  now  under  repair,  is  readj 
for  use,  probably  some  time  in  March  next,  so  that  timber  dock  No.  2  can  be  spared, 
the  latter,  which  is  now  deteriorating,  be  fitted  with  a  concrete  entrance  and  widened 
sufficiently  to  accommodate  our  largest  battle  ships; 

That  the  present  timber  dock  at  League  Island,  completed  only  six  years  ago,  which 
is  of  sufiScient  length  (500  feet),  bnt  too  narrow  for  naval  vessels  of  the  largest  size, 
be  widened  and  provided  with  a  concrete  entrance,  so  as  to  meet  the  reqairementi 
of  a  first-class  dock.  To  further  increase  the  utility  of  that  yard  some  of  its  impor- 
tant work  buildings,  which  are  in  a  wretched  condition,  should  be  replaced  with 
suitable  structures.  The  reserve  basin  there  is  peculiarly  well  adapted  for  the  par- 
pose  for  which  it  is  intended.  When  the  work  of  excavation,  which  nas  been  author- 
ized and  is  in  active  progress,  is  completed  it  will  afford  an  Ainpl®  &nd  unosQally 
suitable  fresh-water  basin  capable  of  holding  the  entire  navy.  The  policy  of  pat- 
ting ships  not  needed  for  immediate  use  out  of  commission  will  gradually  increase 
the  number  in  reserve,  among  which  may  be  vessels  of  the  largest  size,  and  steps 
should  be  taken  at  once  to  have  close  at  hand  a  dock  sufficiently  large  to  accommo- 
date them  in  case  of  needed  overhauling,  painting,  or  ordinary  repairs; 

That  at  Norfolk  the  short  dock  be  lengthened  150  feet,  as  recommended  by  the 
board,  which  will  enable  it  to  accommodato  all  except  the  very  largest  shi^.  In  the 
near  future,  unless  the  suggestion  below  of  the  Newport  News  Ship  Building  and 
Dry  Dock  Company  be  adopted,  the  long  dock  there  should  also  be  widened  and 
fitted  with  a  concrete  entrance,  in  which  case  it  will  be  large  enough  for  our  largest 
ships; 

That  at  Port  Royal,  as  recommended  by  the  board,  a  proper  wharf  be  constraeted 
adjoining  the  dock; 

That  at  Algiers,  New  Orleans,  a  steel  floating  dock,  with  necessary  wharf  and 
moorings,  be  constructed ;  and 

That  at  Mare  Island  the  new  first-class  dock  recommended  by  the  board  be  pro- 
vided as  soon  as  the  depth  of  water,  which  is  now  only  20  feet,  shall  be  increaseo,  u 
it  ought  to  be,  to  the  proper  extent. 

In  this  connection  it  should  be  said  that  at  Newport  News  are  all  the  requisites  for 
a  dock  of  the  largest  size.  There  is  no  lack  of  water  as  in  the  approaches  to  Norfolk. 
The  Newport  News  Ship  Building  and  Dry  Dock  Company  have  suggested  their 
willin<;niess  to  construct  a  dock  of  the  very  largest  capacity,  and  to  be  governed  by 
the  Department  as  to  its  construction,  size,  materials,  and  character,  beginning  the 
work  at  once  and  completing  it  in  a  year,  provided  it  can  be  assured  of  some  agree- 
ment for  its  use  by  the  Government. 

Also,  the  International  Dry  Dock  and  Construction  Company  of  New  York— and  it 
is  claimed  that  the  nature  of  the  soil  at  the  navy-yard  there  is  not  well  adapted  to 
the  maintenance  of  a  dock  for  vessels  of  great  weight — propose  to  construct  and  also 
maintain  a  steel  floating  dry  dock  of  the  pattern  recommended  by  the  board,  550  feel 
long,  of  over  15,000  tons  capacity,  costing  they  estimate,  a  million  and  a  half  dollan. 
and  to  complete  the  same  ready  for  service  in  nine  months,  if  insured  by  the  Govern- 
ment 6  per  cent  interest  on  the  amount  invested  for  twenty  years.  For  this  remu- 
neration they  propose,  in  addition,  to  allow  the  use  of  the  dock  for  one  hnndred  days 
each  year,  and  at  their  own  expense  to  dock  and  discharge  vessels  of  the  Government 
within  that  time.    Their  proposal  includes  the  free  use  and  possession  of  the  dock 
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»7  the  United  States  for  one  hundred  days  each  year  in  peace,  and  its  entire  nse  in 
rar  on  terms  to  be  mntually  agreed  npon,  or,  failing  that,  to  be  fixed  by  arbitration. 

The  prcmositions  of  these  two  companies  are  submittea  for  consideratiou,  as  they 
»ffer  the  GoTemment  an  opportunity  to  enter  npon  the  plan  of  constructing  docks 
n  cooperation  with  private  establishments,  if  Congress  shall  deem  such  a  course 
lesirable. 

It  is  possible  that  the  same  thing  can  be  done  at  San  Francisco,  where  the  low 
srater  at  Mare  Island  is  a  present  eiybarrassment  in  the  way  of  constructing  at  the 
oavy-yard  there  a  dock  of  sufficient  size  for  our  largest  vessel. 

FORBION  DOCKIKO  FACIUmES. 

A  comparison  of  the  docking  facilities  of  the  principal  maritime  powers  is  instruc- 
tive  in  this  connection. 

Great  Britain  has  611  docks,  28  of  which  acconunodate  first-class  battle  ships. 
Fourteen  first-class  battle  ships  can  be  docked  at  one  time  in  the  two  yards  of 
Chatham  and  Portsmouth  alone. 
France  has  76  docks^  22  of  which  belonging  to  the  Government  and  7  to  private 
eompaniee  can  accommodate  battle  ships. 

Germany  has  70  docks,  2  of  which  belong  to  private  companies  and  are  capable  of 
docking  the  largest  battle  ships. 
Spain  has  19  docks,  only  1  of  which  is  capable  of  docking  the  largest  battle  ships. 
Italy  has  a  total  of  20  docks,  7  of  which  can  accommodate  battle  ships. 
Russia  has  6  docks  capable  of  accommodating  battle  shi]ps. 
Austria  has  2  docks  capable  of  accommodating  battle  ships. 

China  has  23  docks,  1  of  which,  at  Port  Arthur,  is  capable  of  accommodating  battle 
thips. 

Japan  has  6  docks  capable  of  accommodating  battle  ships,  2  of  them  belonging  to 
priYste  companies. 

RSFAIRS   ON  DRT  DOCK  NO.  3  AT  THK  NEW  YORK  NAVT-TARD. 

Leaks  appeared  on  the  north  side  of  this  dock,  near  its  entrance,  in  May  last.  They 
rapidly  increased,  flowing  in  in  cascades  for  a  length  of  400  feet.  Leaks  soon 
appeared  on  the  south  side  of  the  dock.  A  board  of  civil  engineers  was  appointed 
to  submit  plans  and  estimates  for  repairs.  It  reported  that  an  injury  had  occurred 
to  the  table-end  sheet  piling  outside  of  the  caisson  and  ''that  the  rupture  and  break- 
age of  the  table-end  sheet  piling  must  have  been  caused  by  the  dredging  machine 
▼hen  the  entrance  way  to  the  dock  was  dredged  out  in  preparation  for  dockine ships." 

The  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  recommended  a  cofferdam,  to  secure  complete  and 
substantial  repairs,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $100,000  for  the  total  cost  of  cofierdam 
and  repairing  dock.  The  work  was  ordered  to  be  done  according  to  the  plan  sub- 
mitted by  the  board.  It  was  nec^sary  to  have  the  timber  for  this  coffeniam,  being 
of  tinoBual  dimensions,  specially  cut  and  manufactured  in  the  South.  Much  unavoid- 
able delay  has  been  experienced  in  securing  its  delivery,  but  the  cofferdam  is 
practically  completed,  and  work  begun  on  the  filling  of  the  interior  and  of  the 
embankments. 

The  constructor  in  charge  states  that  the  cost  of  the  cofferdam  has  exceeded  the 
original  estimate,  which  also  included  the  cost  of  its  removal,  but  that  in  his  opin- 
ion the  balance  remaining  will,  unless  some  unforeseen  contingency  occurs,  be  sutfi- 
cient  to  effect  the  necessary  repairs.  He  further  states  that  after  these  repairs  are 
completed  the  cost  of  removing  the  cofferdam  and  making  good  the  quay  walls  and 
entrances  to  the  dry  dock  will  be  $20,000,  and  therefore  recommends: 

"That  there  should  be  an  additional  appropriation  of  $25,000,  made  for  the  com- 
pletion of  repairs  to  dry  dock  No.  3,  and  in  view  of  the  risky  character  of  this  work 
and  the  unforeseen  difficulties  which  may  be  encountered  at  any  moment,  due  to  the 
nnnsnal  tides^  or  leaks  due  to  the  treacherous  nature  of  the  soil  or  other  accidents, 
that  an  additional  contingent  appropriation  of  at  least  equal  amount  should  be  made 
available  for  the  purpose,  as  m  such  work  as  this  it  is  practically  impossible  to 
eetimate,  even  roughly,  upon  the  cost  of  work  which  may  be  necessary.^' 

NAVY-YARDS  AND  PLANTS. 

A  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  shows 

that  the  needs  of  the  navy-yards  for  improvements  to  their  plants  are  great,  as  are 

necessarily  the  estimates  which  he  submits. 

Secretary  Tracy,  in  his  report  for  1891,  made  the  following  statement: 

"In  view  of  the  heavy  expenditures  made  necessary  at  the  present  time  by  the 

large  tonnage,  and  especially  by  the  large  armored  tonnage  of  vessels  which  it  has 

fallen  npon  this  Administration  to  construct,  the  Department  has  been  unwilling  to 
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recommend  an  immediate  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  navy-yard  pU&ti 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  dififerent  bnreaiu. 
These  improvements  will,  however,  be  urgently  needed  when  the  new  steel  fleet  now 
building  has  been  for  a  time  in  commission,  or  if,  in  the  meanwhile,  the  ooimtrj 
should  suddenly  be  called  upon  to  put  forth  its  naval  strength/' 

Well-equipped  repair  shops  are  essential  if  we  would  keep  the  cost  of  repairs  at  a 
reasonable  sum.  Tjie  estimates  for  improvements  submitted  by  the  oommandsnta 
of  the  navy-yards  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docka  amount  to  more 
than  $8,000,000.  While  the  appropriation  of  sttoh  an  amount  can  not  be  expected, 
these  recommendations  are  evidence  that  the  actual  needs  are  very  large. 

For  the  cominp^  fiscal  year  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  asks  for  improve- 
ments and  repairs  to  the  navy-yards  at  Portsmouth,  Boston,  New  York,  League 
Island,  Norfolk,  Mare  Island,  and  Puget  Sound  to  the  extent  of  $50,000  eaoL 

The  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering  as  follows:  Boston,  $15,000;  Norfolk,  $^,000; 
Naval  Station,  Key  West,  $30,000;  Naval  Station,  Puget  Sound,  $50,000. 

The  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  as  follows:  Boston, $15,400 ;  New  York, $348,637; 
League  Island,  $291,500;  Washington,  $76,347 ;  Norfolk,  $146,000 ;  Mare  Island,  1232,- 
571:  Port  Royal,  65,000;  Puget  Sound,  $149,432.  Also  for  housing  torpedo  vessels  at 
suci)  navy-yards  and  stations  as  may  be  selected,  $225,000;  for  coaling  wharf  at 
Japonski  Island,  Alaska,  $5,000:  and  for  repairs  and  preservation  of  navy-jarda, 
$400,000. 
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IBeaato  DoonneBt  Ko.  107,  Fifty -ftKh.  OongreM,  wooBd  ■wlan.] 


EPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  APPOINTED  TO  CONSIDER  THE 

SUBJECT  OF  DRY  DOCKS. 


If avy-Tabd,  New  Tobk, 

September  J 1897. 

\T& :  In  obedience  to  the  Department's  order  of  the  17th  ultimo,  the 
ird  api>ointed  to  consider  the  snbject  of  dry  docks  required  by  the 
vernment  submits  the  following  report. 

n  making  its  investigations  and  preparing  its  conclusions,  the  board 
I  followed  carefuUy  the  directions  of  the  Department  to  consider — 

.  The  namber  of  dry  docks  the  Government  should  have  to  meet  all  possible 

oirements  that  may  arise,  haying  in  Yiew  the  naval  establishment  as  now  or- 

ized  and  as  it  wiU  be  when  inoreased  in  size,  and  the  possibility  of  docking  vessels 

15^^000  to  20,000  tons  displacement. 

.  The  strategic  conditions  governing  the  selection  of  snch  points  where  it  is  desir- 

e  to  locate  dry  docks. 

.  The  comparative  cost  of  the  different  kind  of  docks  best  adapted  for  our  needs, 

sent  and  prospective. 

.  Other  matters  in  connection  with  dry  docks  that  may,  in  the  board's  discretion, 

m  advisable. 

A.ct6  of  Congress  have  repeatedly  required  that  navy-yards  and  dry 
cks,  their  most  essential  and  costly  structures,  shall  be  located  with 
e  regard  to  the  commercial  as  well  as  the  naval  interests,  and  com- 
ssions  have  been  firom  time  to  time  appointed  to  select  such  sites. 
le  reports  of  these  commissions  have  fornished  the  board  valuable 
brmation  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties.  In  its  instructions  to  these 
Dunissions  the  Navy  Department  has  formulated  the  special  require- 
dnts  of  a  site  for  a  navy-yard  to  be— 

L.  A  situation  upon  a  good  harbor,  of  sufficient  size,  depth,  and  accessibility  for 

isels  of  the  largest  size  and  heaviest  draft. 

).  A  fsvorable  position  with  respect  to  the  principal  lines  of  defense. 

\,  A  local  security  from  water  attack  due  to  position  and  natural  surroundings. 

L  Ample  water  frontage  of  sufficient  depth  and  permanence  and  with  currents  of 

^erate  rapidity. 

>.  A  favorable  position  with  respect  to  the  lines  of  interior  communication  (by  rail 

otherwise)  witn  the  principal  sources  of  supply. 

S.  That  the  character  of  the  ground  shall  be  suitable  for  the  construction  of  exca- 

ted  docks  and  basins  and  for  heavy  structures. 

7.  Proximity  to  centers  of  labor  and  supplies  of  material. 

3.  Healthiness  of  the  climate  and  its  suitability  for  outdoor  labor. 

).  The  existence  in  the  vicinity  of  an  ample  supply  of  good  potable  water. 

The  use  of  steel  for  all  structural  purposes  has  recently  become  gen- 
tiy  and  floating  docks  of  that  material  have  been  designed,  built,  and 
B  in  use.  As  there  were  none  of  these  in  this  country,  a  member  of 
e  board  was  sent  by  the  Department,  at  its  request,  to  Europe  to 
tness  their  oi>eration  and  obtain  fidl  information  concerning  their 
tistrnctioni  conditions  of  use,  and  cost.  His  report  is  appended, 
krked  A« 
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THE  ATLANTIC  COAST. 

At  tlie  deepest  indentations  of  oar  coast  line  are  in  general  to  1 
found  our  best  harbors.  Upon  these  are  situated  our  great  comm^ 
cities,  in  which  are  concentrated  supplies  of  labor  and  material  and 
which  are  established  the  interior  communications  and  military  proU 
tion  of  the  requirements  of  the  naval  station — on  the  New  Englai 
coast,  Boston;  and  proceeding  south,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Bal 
more,  Newport  News,  Norfolk,  and  the  group  of  harbors,  Oharlesto 
Port  Eoyal,  and  Savannah. 

At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  there  is  a  dock  at  the  navy-yard.  The  do 
is  a  balance  dock  of  wood,  350  feet  long,  90  feet  wide  at  top,  and  60  fe 
wide  at  sill;  its  actual  lifting  capacity  is  1,500  tons.  This  yard  ai 
dock  are  exposed  to  gun  fire  from  sea  and  are  situated  on  a  river  who 
tidal  currents  are  very  strong  and  whose  channel  is  tortuous.  Fori 
mouth  is  not  a  commercial  center.    Its  harbor  is  protected. 

At  Boston  there  is  at  the  navy-yard  a  stone  graving  dock— wid 
of  entrance  at  coping,  60  feet;  depth  over  sill  at  mean  high  water,! 
feet  10  inches ;  length,  350  feet — available  for  docking.  Here  are  foai 
all  the  requisites  of  a  site  for  a  dry  dock,  and  additional  protectic 
against  gun  fir0  can  be  readily  secured  by  mine  fields  covered  by  ba 
teries  at  Winthrop  Point  and  to  its  northward. 

At  New  York  at  the  navy-yard  are  three  docks,  one  a  stone  gravii 
dock,  330  feet  available  length;  width,  66  feet;  depth  over  sill,  25  fe 
3  inches  at  mean  high  water.  Two  timber  docks,  one  451  feet  10  inehi 
available  length;  52  feet  10  inches  width  on  siU;  depth,  25  feet  6  inche 
the  second,  now  under  repair,  615  feet  10  inches  available  lengtl 
width  at  sill,  71  feet  7^  inches;  depth  over  sill  at  mean  high  water,  1 
feet.    This  site  complies  with  all  requirements. 

At  League  Island  at  the  navy-yard,  there  is  a  timber  dock;  451  fe 
10  inches  available  length;  52  leet  10^  inches  width  at  sill;  depth  ov( 
siU  at  mean  high  water,  25  feet  6  inches.  This  yard  is  4  miles  fro 
Philadelphia,  which  is  86  miles  from  the  capes  of  Delaware  Bay.  Tl 
channel  to  it  from  the  sea  is  obstructed  by  bars,  and  but  26  feet 
water  can  be  carried  at  high  water  through  dredged  and  tidal  chanuel 
Philadelphia  is  a  commercial  center,  and  from  its  interior  communic 
tions  is  an  admirable  site  for  building  ships.  Its  approach  is  too  di( 
cult  for  prompt  repair  of  those  injured,  and  is  obstructed  by  ice 
winter.  In  war,  both  approach  and  egress  can  be  readily  closed  by  i 
enemy  with  mines  placed  below  any  of  its  defenses. 

At  Baltimore  there  are  no  docks  available  for  general  naval  m 
Twenty-seven  feet  of  water  can  be  carried  to  the  city  ftom  the  ae 
through  a  dredged  channel.  Baltimore  is  151  miles  frx)m  the  capes 
the  Chesapeake,  and  is  a  commercial  center  well  situated  for  the  sao 
reasons  as  those  stated  for  Philadelphia  for  the  building  of  ships,  bi 
not  for  their  prompt  repair.  The  protection  of  its  approaches  in  war 
dependent  on  holding  Chesapeake  Bay  by  a  naval  force.  This  failin 
it  can  be  readily  clo^d  below  its  fortifications  by  mine  fields. 

Newport  News,  Va.,  has  a  commercial  dock,  that  of  the  Newport  Kei 
Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  capable  of  taking  all  classes 
naval  vessels  excepting  the  armored  cruisers  and  battle  ships.  It  is 
all  respects  an  excellent  site  for  a  dry  dock. 

Norfolk,  12  miles  from  Newport  News,  has  at  the  navy-yard  two  d 
docks,  one  of  stone  and  one  of  timber.    The  stone  dock  is  295  feet 
iliches  available  length;  width  at  entrance  at  coping,  60  feet;  bottc 
inverted  arch,  depth  over  sill,  25  feet.    The  timber  dock  is  451  feet 
inches  available  length,  with  a  width  at  entrance  on  sill  of  52  feet  1 
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Dcbesy  and  depth  over  sill  at  mean  high  water  of  25  feet  6  inches.  The 
approach  to  these  docks  from  the  sea  is  like  that  to  Newport  News,  clear 
»f  all  dangers  to  navigation  to  and  through  Hampton  Boads,  which  is 
irotected  by  fortifications  and  miue  fields.  Passing  the  middle-ground, 
he  approach  to  Newport  News  has  25  feet  of  water  at  mean  low  water 
hrough  a  short  and  wide  natural  channel.  The  approach  to  Norfolk  is 
hrough  a  narrow  dredged  channel  25  feet  in  depth  at  low  water  and 
ver  2  miles  in  length.  Thence  26  feet  can  be  carried  to  the  navy-yard 
[iToagb  a  narrow  channel. 

At  the  naval  station  Fort  Boyal  is  a  timber  dock  having  an  availa- 
le  length  of  449  feet  6  inches,  a  width  of  entrance  on  sill  of  66  feet, 
nd  a  depth  over  sill  of  26  feet.  It  is  15  miles  from  the  outer  bar  to  the 
ock,  and  the  channel  has  a  depth  of  21  feet  at  low  water,  with  a  rise 
f  tide  of  6.7  feet.  There  is  24  feet  of  water  in  the  channel  abreast  the 
tation  at  low  water.    This  channel  is  too  narrow  and  shallow  to  allow 

vessel  of  heavy  draft,  as  a  battle  ship,  to  anchor  at  the  station,  and 
bere  is  no  adequate  provision  for  her  security  while  entering  or  leav- 
ng  the  dock.  Port  Eoyal  and  Beaufort,  the  nearest  towns,  are  not  com- 
lercial  centers;  skilled  labor  and  material  are  not  readily  obtainable. 
lie  harbor,  Port  Boyal  Sound,  from  its  size  and  depth  and  its  position, 
lalfway  between  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  Gape  Florida,  is  the  most  important 
K>dy  of  water  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  south  of  Cape  Henry.  It  has  no 
lefense,  nor  has  it  been  improved  by  artificial  means.  The  location  of 
he  dock  and  this  station  by  the  commission  of  January,  1889,  pre- 
mmed  both. 

THE  aXTLF  OF  MBXIOO. 

There  are  no  dry  docks  or  adequate  docking  facilities  on  the  whole  coast 
of  this  Gulf  nor  upon  its  tributary  waters.  The  commission  appointed 
November  22, 1890,  to  select  a  suitable  site,  having  due  regard  to  the 
commercial  and  naval  interests,  for  a  dry  dock  at  some  point  on  the 
Bhores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  or  the  waters  connected  therewith,  selected 
as  the  place  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  as  the  site  of  the  dock  the  naval 
reservation  at  Algiers,  a  part  of  that  city.  After  a  careful  review  of 
the  present  conditions,  which  relatively  have  not  changed,  although  the 
ehannels  to  the  harbors  of  Galveston  and  Pensacola  have  been  deep- 
ened, resx>ectively,  to  25  and  23  feet,  the  board  adopts  the  conclusions 
of  that  commission  for  the  reasons  stated  in  its  report,  Ex.  Doc.  No.  79, 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  Fifty-second  Congress,  first  session;  copy  of 
this  document  appended. 

THE  PAOIFIO  COAST. 

At  Pnget  Sound  Naval  Station  there  is  a  timber  and  masonry  dock 
of  an  available  length  of  608  feet,  a  width  at  coping  of  92  feet  7  inches, 
with  30  feet  of  water  over  the  sill,  and  capable  of  taking  our  largest 
ships. 

At  Mare  Island  Navy- Yard  there  is  a  granite  dock  of  available  length 
^2  feet,  80  feet  7  inches  wide  on  coping,  with  27  feet  6  inches  of  water 
over  sill  at  mean  high  water.  The  channel  leading  from  San  Francisco 
Bay  to  Hare  Island  Yard  has  an  available  depth  of  but  19  to  20  feet. 

OOMMEBCIAL  DOGES. 

17.  Though  there  are  many  commercial  dry  docks  on  our  coast,  those 
on  the  Atlantic  Ooast,  with  the  exception  of  the  Erie  Basin,  New  York, 
Bud  the  one  at  Newport  News,  Ya.,  are  too  small  or  have  too  little 
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depth  on  the  sill  to  render  important  service  to  the  Navy.  There  is  no 
dock  of  above  1,300  tons  capacity  on  the  Gulf  Ooast.  On  the  Pacific 
Ooast  there  is  a  dry  dock  at  Hunters  Point,  San  Francisco,  Gal.,  avaQ- 
able  for  the  protected  cruiser  class,  and  a  hydraulic  lift  at  the  IJDion 
Iron  Works  440  feet  long,  62  feet  wide,  capable  of  lifting  4^000  toss. 
Neither  the  dock  nor  the  lift  can  take  an  armored  cruiser  or  battle 
ship, 

FOREIGN  NAVAL  BOOKS. 

ORBAT  BRTTAIN. 

There  are  13  dry  docks  and  2  locks  at  the  Chatham -Sheemess  Naval 
Station ;  16  dry  docks  and  2  locks  at  the  Portsmouth  Naval  Station, 
and  7  dry  docks  and  1  lock  at  the  Devonport  ^Plymouth)  Naval  Station. 
There  are  4  naval  dry  docks  at  Malta,  and  3  new  naval  dry  docks  of 
very  large  capacity  are  now  being  built  at  Gibraltar.  There  are  14  dry 
docks  located  at  the  other  naval  stations. 

FBANCB. 

There  are  9  dry  docks  at  the  Toulon  Naval  Station,  9  dry  docks  at 
the  Brest  Naval  Station,  and  8  dry  docks  at  the  Cherbourg  Navid  Sta- 
tion.   There  are  10  dry  docks  located  at  the  other  naval  stations. 

OEBMANT. 

There  are  5  docks  at  the  Eliel  Naval  Station  and  5  docks  at  the  Wil- 
helmshaven  Naval  Station,  and  1  dock  at  the  Dantzic  NaviJ  Station. 

ITALY. 

There  are  6  dry  docks  at  the  Spezia  Naval  Station  and  6  dry  docks 
at  other  naval  stations. 

JAPAN. 

There  are  3  dry  docks  at  the  Yokosuka  Naval  Station  and  6  dry 
docks  at  other  naval  stations. 

SPAIN. 

There  are  3  dry  docks  at  the  Cadiz  Naval  Station  and  3  dry  docks  at 
the  other  naval  stations. 

GhENEBAL  STBATSaiOAX  0ON8IDEBATIONB. 

The  required  consideration  of  the  strategic  value  of  such  points  a 
are  suitable  for  the  location  of  dry  docks  involves  a  brief  general  out- 
line of  our  naval  requirements  in  war.  The  sea  is  a  plain  common  to 
both  parties.  If  the  disparity  of  their  naval  strength  be  great,  the 
stronger  holds  command  of  the  sea,  and  will  at  once  take  positions  off 
or  on  the  coasts  of  the  weaker,  having  as  his  objective  the  destruction 
of  his  naval  force,  the  trade  dependent,  on  sea  communication  between 
his  ports,  and,  finally,  the  seizure  and  occupation  of  a  base  for  further 
operations,  naval  and  military.  This  base  will  be  chosen  at  a  safe 
anchorage  and  with  the  view  of  clear  communication  with  his  home 
ports;  also,  other  things  being  equal,  at  iK)sitions  where  his  fleet  will 
threaten  and  disturb  most  the  trade  and  industries  of  the  weaker 
power.  We  are  from  a  naval  point  of  view  weak  in  comparison  with 
the  great  naval  powers  of  Europe;  and  the  naval  strength  of  Japan  is 
growing  so  rapidly  that  within  a  year  or  two  she  also  will  overmatch 
us  in  available  naval  strength  in  the  Pacific.    Every  effort  is  then 
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necessary  on  onr  x>art  to  at  least  retain  command  of  the  sea  on  onr  own 
ooasts,  and  to  supplement  onr  naval  strength  by  providing  accessible 
places  for  repair  and  dockiDg,  and  by  fortifications  so  located  that  when 
oar  squadrons  are  pressed  by  a  superior  force  they  may  use  them  as 
supports  in  holding  the  approaches  to  our  coasts.  So  long  as  an  enemy 
is  compelled  to  draw  all  his  supplies  from  his  home  stations  his  opera- 
tions must  be  limited  by  the  necessity  of  holding  his  communications 
clear  and  the  quantity  of  supplies  he  can  transport  in  his  ships  under 
the  protection  of  his  fleets.  If  he  must  be  prepared  to  meet  upon  arri- 
val on  our  coasts  even  a  much  weaker  naval  force,  held  compactly  in 
hand,  with  repair  and  supply  facilities  near,  we  can  retain  the  com- 
mand of  the  sea  on  our  coasts  and  render  impossible  its  occupation  near 
oar  commercial  centers. 

On  the  Atlantic  Ooast  the  positions  most  likely  to  be  sought  by  an 
enemy  are  Massachusetts  Bay,  Long  Island  Sound,  New  York  and 
Chesai)eake  bays.  The  positions  strategically  important  for  the  naval 
defense  and  which  should  be  strongly  held  are  the  harbors  at  and  on 
their  approaches,  which  are  Portland,  Me.,  and  Provincetown,  Mass., 
the  eastern  entrance  to  Long  Island  Sound  and  Sandy  Hook  at  entrance 
to  New  York  Bay,  and  the  Gape  Henry  Channel  at  the  entrance  to 
Chesapeake  Bay.  The  entrances  to  Delaware  Bay  and  to  Port  Boyal 
Sound,  South  Carolina,  should  also  be  secure  from  occupancy. 

On  the  Gulf  Coast  the  attack  will  be  through  the  Florida  or  Yucatan 
channels,  and  the  natural  defense  wiU  be  on  the  line  from  Tortugas  to 
Key  West. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  the  positions  of  greatest  importance  are  Pnget 
Sound,  San  Francisco  Bay.  and,  contingent  on  its  projected  improve- 
ments, San  Pedro  Bay.  The  conditions  at  the  entrance  of  Columbia 
Biver  are  similar  to  those  at  Delaware  Bay  as  respects  its  naval  impor- 
tance. Owing  to  the  great  distances  from  this  coast  to  the  ports  of  any 
sea  power  except  those  of  Great  Britain  to  the  northward,  the  attack 
will  be  an  attempt  at  seizure  of  one  of  these  positions. 

To  meet  the  enemy  in  these  x>ositions  and  hold  the  lines  of  defense 
will  be  the  most  important  work  of  the  Navy. 

BBOOMMENDATIONS. 

The  board  recommends  that  additional  docks  be  constructed  and 
located  as  follows : 

BOSTON  NAVY-YABD. 

One  concrete  graving  dock,  length  available  for  docking  760  feet, 
90  feet  wide  at  s&l,  with  a  depth  of  30  feet  of  water  over  sill  and  keel 
blocks  at  half  tide. 

The  approximate  form  of  cross  section  of  this  dock  should  be  that 
shown  in  the  sketch  marked  B. 

The  Bides  of  the  entrance  should  be  vertical,  with  a  sliding  caisson 
withdrawing  into  a  special  pocket  on  one  side,  as  is  the  most  recent 
practice. 

A  channel  of  equal  depth  with  the  dock  should  be  dredged  out  to 
permit  a  vessel  to  enter. 

NEW  TOBK  NAVY-TABD. 

A  concrete  graving  dock  500  feet  long  on  the  blocks,  90  feet  wide 
on  the  sill,  with  a  depth  of  30  feet  over  the  siU  and  blocks  at  mean 
high  water.    This  dock  should  be  located  between  the  present  stone 
8.  Doe.  91 99 
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dock  and  dock  ^o.  2,  the  sawmill  building  being  removed  t»  make 
room.  The  cross  section  of  this  dock  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  Ae 
dock  recommended  for  the  Boston  Navy- Yard^  and  the  type  of  causon 
also  the  same. 

NORFOLK  NAVY- YARD. 

The  stone  dock  to  be  lengthened  in  concrete  to  460  feet,  thns  enabling 
it  to  take  all  vessels  of  the  crniser  class  except  the  tfew  York  and 
Brooklyn. 

A  concrete  graving  dock  500  feet  long  on  the  blocks,  90  feet  wide  on 
sill,  with  a  depth  over  sill  and  blocks  of  30  feet  at  mean  high  water 
should  be  located  near  the  present  timber  dock  obliquely  to  the  water 
front.  The  dock  to  be  similar  in  all  respects  to  that  recommended  fbr 
the  New  York  ifavy-Yard.  The  construction  of  this  dock  is  only 
recommended  on  the  contingency  mentioned  under  the  paragraph 
relating  to  Newport  News. 

NEWPORT  NEW& 

The  deep  and  protected  waters  at  the  mouth  of  the  James  River 
estuary  are  regarded  by  the  board  as  one  of  the  most  important  posi- 
tions on  the  entire  coast.  In  this  neighborhood  it  is  essential  that  there 
should  be  a  dock  capable  of  taking  ships  of  the  largest  size,  and  facili- 
ties for  making  repairs  of  every  character.  Were  the  water  approaches 
of  a  nature  to  warrant,  the  Norfolk  Navy- Yard  would  be  the  proper 
location  for  such  a  dock,  but  the  channel  from  the  open  water  of 
Hampton  Boads  to  the  navy -yard  is  10  miles  long  through  narrow  and 
dredged  channels,  has  a  depth  of  but  25  feet  at  low  water,  and  is  so 
narrow  that  the  accidental  sinking  of  any  large  vessel  in  it  would  effect- 
ually  block  the  fairway.  The  board  is  therefore  of  the  opinion  that 
Norfolk  in  its  present  condition  is  not  a  proper  place  for  the  largest 
type  of  dock  required  by  the  strategical  importance  of  the  location. 
At  Newport  News  are  sufficient  water  and  good  conditions  generally 
for  a  first-class  floating  dock,  and  at  this  place  a  steel  double-sided  com- 
bined floating  and  graving  dock  is  recommended,  unless  the  channel 
from  Hampton  Boads  to  Norfolk  be  increased,  concurrently  with  the 
building  of  the  dock  at  Norfolk,  to  a  width  of  400  feet  and  a  depth  of 
30  feet  at  mean  low  water,  in  which  event  the  recommendation  of  the 
board  is  that  the  concrete  graving  dock  referred  to  under  Norfolk 
Navy- Yard  be  constructed. 

PORT  BOYAIi. 

To  attain  the  maximum  efficiency  of  the  dock  already  at  this  station 
a  wharf  should  be  built  along  the  navy-yard  front  adjoiniDg  the  dock, 
at  which  a  vessel  could  lie  before  docking  and  be  lightened  if  necessary. 
This  wharf  should  be  on  concrete  or  iron  piling  foundation  (on  account 
of  the  teredo).  The  channel  leading  to  the  dock  and  along  the  water 
front  of  the  prox>osed  wharf  should  be  dredged  to  a  depth  of  30  leet 
at  mean  half  tide. 

AT  NEW  OBLBANS  (ALGIERS) 

The  board  recommends  that  there  be  built  and  located  here  one 
double-sided  steel  floating  dock  of  the  type  known  as  the  combined 
floating  and  graving  self-dock.\ng  dock.    This  dock  should  be  capable 
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»f  lifting  a  vessel  of  15,000  tons  displacement  and  27  feet  draft  of  water. 
t  is  recommended  that  a  wharf  be  built  along  the  water  trout  of  the 
jovemment  reservation  at  Algiers  to  be  an  adjunct  to  the  dock.  The 
atter  will  be  moored  and  will  operate  in  deep  water  offshore,  and  wlien 
i  vessel  is  lifted,  dock  and  ship  can  be  hauled  together  alongside  the 
rharf  and  the  ship  be  easily  accessible  to  workmen  from  the  naval  sta- 
ion.  A  steel  floating  dock  is  selected  for  this  situation  for  the  folio w- 
Qg  reasons: 

1.  Changes  in  water  level  from  high  and  low  river  do  not  affect  its  operation. 

2.  It  is  located  in  freah  water,  and  expense  of  maintenance  will  be  small. 

3.  Great  depth  of  water  within  mooring  distance  of  wharf. 

4.  Rapidity  with  which  a  floating  dock  can  be  constructed  to  meet  the  argent  need 
or  a  dock  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexioo. 

KLLBB  ISLAND. 

The  board  has  most  carefully  considered  the  advisability  of  increas- 
ng  the  docking  focilities  of  this  naval  station.  Its  situation  fills  many 
rf  the  requisites  for  a  navy-yard,  but  it  is  lacking  in  depth  of  water  in 
ts  approaches.  A  dratl;  of  22  feet  can  now  be  carried  through  San 
?ablo  Bay  and  19  to  20  feet  up  the  Napa  River  to  the  navy-yard,  Tlie 
K>ard,  while  recognizing  the  urgency,  does  not  therefore  recommend 
my  additional  docking  facilities  at  the  navy-yard  unless,  concurrently 
irith  the  building  of  the  dock,  the  channel  be  increased  as  recommended 
n  the  letter  of  the  Navy  Department  to  the  War  Department  of 
December  16,  1896,  viz:  To  1,000  feet  wide  (except  at  Commission 
Etock,  where  it  is  to  be  600  feet),  and  with  30  feet  depth  at  low  water, 
uid  this  channel  be  continued  through  San  Pablo  Bay;  in  which  case 
bhe  board  recommends  a  dock  similar  to  those  recommended  at  New 
fork  and  Norfolk. 

The  foregoing,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  are  urgently  needed.  If, 
however,  the  docking  facilities  of  the  country  are  to  be  on  a  thoroughly 
adequate  footing,  docks  should  be  placed  at  the  following  points : 

NEW  LONDON,  CONN. 

The  naval  station  at  New  London  is  situated  within  10  miles  of  the 
eastern  entrance  to  Long  Island  Sound,  at  which  fortifications  are  now 
projected  and  building  to  assist  the  naval  defense  of  this  most  impor- 
tant position.    To  the  north  of  this  station,  and  nearly  adjoining  it,  is 
a  natural  basin  well  protected.    Beports  of  the  commandant  of  the 
station,  dated  March  14  and  August  9, 1890,  are  on  file  at  the  Office  of 
Kaval  Intelligence,  and  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  are  on  file 
the  report  of  a  board  of  civil  engineers,  dated  October  22, 1877,  and  the 
annual  report  of  the  commandant  for  1890,  giving  detailed  information 
Qonceming  this  basin  and  its  availability  for  use  as  a  fresh-water  basin 
ftnd  as  a  site  for  a  dry  dock.    The  basin  can  be  made  18.8  acres  in 
extent  and  a  dock  be  formed  by  locks  in  the  canal  joining  the  basin 
with  the  channel  of  the  river.    The  natural  advantages  of  the  i)osition 
are  most  remarkable.    The  character  of  the  site  lends  itself  admirably 
to  the  establishmentof  a  great  depot  for  munitions  of  war  of  every  kind, 
in  addition  to  the  great  desideratum  of  the  firesh-water  basin  right 
at  hand«    The  cost  of  dredging  out  this  basin  and  constructing  the 
necessary  locks  to  form  a  dock  is  very  moderate,  in  the  opinion  ot 
the  boud  less  than  (1,000,000  (including  the  purchase  of  the  land). 
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The  board,  therefore,  in  view  of  the  great  strategic  importance  of 
the  situation  and  its  natural  advantages,  recommends  that  should 
the  Department  decide  to  establish  a  iresh- water  basin  at  this  site  the 
eu  trance  to  it  be  a  canal  provided  with  locks  which  may  form  a  dry 
dock  of  sufficient  capacity  to  take  the  largest  vessels. 

TORTUOAB. 

The  board  recommends  that  a  double-sided  steel  floating  and  grav- 
ing dock  be  located  at  Tortugas,  in  the  inner  harbor,  using  the  uatiunil 
basin  of  the  entrance  of  the  inner  harbor  for  docking  and  undocking 
in  case  dredgiug  a  basin  is  found  to  be  impracticable  during  the 
improvements  of  channel,  as  recommended.   Tortugas  harbor  is  selected 
for  the  strategical  reasons  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Gulf  Dock  Com- 
mission, 1891,  from  its  advantatgeous  position  in  relation  to  the  commeroe 
of  all  the  ports  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  being  about  equally  distant  from 
the  principal  centers  of  trade  on  the  Gulf,  and  from  its  remarkable  advan- 
tages as  a  coaling  and  supply  station  for  heavy  ships,  as  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  board  directed  March  6, 1896,  by  the  Navy  Department^ 
to  examine  and  report  upon  the  feasibility  of  a  coaling  station  there  v 
(which  report  is  on  file  at  the  Office  of  Naval  Intelligence).    Tortagas,  j 
from  its  position,  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  Gib-  i, 
raltar  to  the  Mediterranean.    At  Gibraltar,  England  is  building  three  \ 
large  docks  now,  one  of  which  is  850  feet  long,  95  wide  at  copiug  at 
entrance,  with  35  feet  6  inches  of  water  on  the  siU,  the  largest  dock  is 
the  world. 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  and  Galveston,  Tex.,  on  the  further  deepening  of  I - 
their  approaches,  offer  additional  sites  for  floating  dry  docks,  should  in  p- 
tbe  future  naval  interests  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  require  an  increase  of  I 
docking  facilities.  j"^ 

SAN  FSANOISOO  BAY.  • 


i 

I 


The  island  of  Yerba  Buena  seems  to  the  board  to  offer  greater  advan-  | 
tages  for  the  location  of  a  dry  dock  than  any  other  position  on  the  h 
Pacific  coast.    If  a  careful  survey  of  the  character  of  the  geological  r 
formation  of  this  island  gives  satisfactory  results,  the  board  reoom- 
mends  the  construction  of  a  double-ended  dock  of  concrete  across  the 
northeastern  end  of  the  island,  the  axis  of  the  dock  to  lie  in  a  north- 
westerly and  southeasterly  direction.    This  dock  to  be  similar  in  size 
and  cross  section  to  that  proposed  for  Boston. 

SAN  PEDBO,  OAU 

In  view  of  the  great  improvements  contemplated  in  the  harbor  of 
San  Pedro,  the  building  of  a  breakwater,  jetties,  etc.,  the  board  recom- 
mends the  construction  of  a  concrete  dock  in  connection  with  tiie 
improvements  proposed.  This  dock  to  be  of  the  same  type  and  dimeii* 
sions  as  that  recommended  for  Boston,  Mass. 

ALASKA. 

Commercial  development  on  the  coast  of  Alaska,  now  greatly  quick* 
ened  by  recent  gold  discoveries,  has  not  sufficiently  advanced  as  yet  to 
warrant  the  board's  suggesting  upon  it  any  site  for  a  dry  dock. 
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SUHMABT. 


The  following  snmmary  sets  forth  the  estimated  time  and  cost  of  the 
ock  installatioii  and  improvements  recommended  by  the  boa^: 

Dooki  wrgeniljf  iMoetaory 


Conaebb  dock  750  feet  loni 
Concrete  dock  600  feet  Jong. 


^9 
tie 


DwTork: 
Brfblk: 

Concrete  dock  600  feet  long  (eltemate  to  Kew  port  Newe) 

Xengtheming  preeent  stone  dock  with  concrete  150  feet 

iri  Boyal :  (^onatmction  of  wharf  and  slightly  widening  lower  altars  of  dook . 

—  Orleaos  (Algiers):  Steel  floating  dock  moorings  and  wharf 

lalaad:  Oonorete  dook  600  feet  long 


Time. 


Two  years. , 
....do 


....do 

One  year — 
Six  months . 
Ten  mouths. 
Two  years.. 


Cost. 


$1,350,000 
1,200,000 

1,100,000 

160,000 

76.000 

750,000 

1, 100.  OUO 


6,786,000 


JDocJkt  recommended  <u  additional  to  place  the  docMng  fadlitiea  of  the  country  on  an 

adequate  footing. 


Ijondon :  A  fresh-water  basin  and  dock  connecting  basin  with  rirtat. . . 
ewport  News:  Steel  floating  dock  and  moorings  (alternate  to  Norfolk  con- 
crete dock)  

ortQgaa:  Steel  floating  dock  and  moorings 

an  Franeisco :  Concrete  dock  on  Yerba  Baena  Island  760  feet  long 

Concrete  dock  760  feet  long 


Total 


Time. 


Two  yean.. 

Ten  months. 

.....do 

Two  years . . 
.....do 


Cost. 


$1,000,000 

650,000 

650.000 

1, 650, 000 

1.650,000 


6^400,000 


BBCAPITULATION  OF  DOCKS  AND  STRUCTURES  RBCOMMXNDBD. 

Six  concrete  docks:  Boston,  New  York,  Norfolk  (the  last  contingent 
on  channel  improvements),  San  Francisco  (contingent  on  snrvey  Yerba 
Baena  Island),  Mare  Island  (contingent  on  channel  improvements),  and 
Ban  Pedro  (contingent  on  harbor  improvements). 

Three  steel  floating  docks:  Newport  News  (alternate  to  Norfolk 
dock),  New  Orleans,  Tortngas. 

One  stone  dock  to  be  lengthened:  Norfolk. 

Two  wharves  to  be  constructed  as  adjuncts  to  docks:  Port  Boyal, 
New  Orleans. 

Dredging  of  channels  and  approaches  to  obtain  water  depth  equal  to 
depth  over  sill:  Boston,  Norfolk,  Port  Eoyal,  Mare  Island,  and  Yerba 
Baena. 

ThelTnited  States  has  a  total  of  eleven  naval  dry  docks,  only  one  of 
which  at  this  time — tbat  at  Puget  Sound,  Washington — can  take  our 
battle  8hix)8.  With  the  addition  of  all  docks  proposed  by  the  board  we 
wocdd  have  for  naval  purposes  on  our  entire  coast  line  but  one  more 
dock  than  has  Great  Britain  in  one  of  its  navy-yards — ^Portsmouth, 
England. 

PROPOSED  PRIVATB  DOCK  TO  BE  BUILT  AT  NEWPORT  MEWS. 

The  board,  learning  that  the  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  and  Dry 
Dock  Company  contemplated  building  a  second  dry  dock  at  their 
works,  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  company,  by  authority  of  the 
Department..  The  letters  are  appended,  marked  M.  The  president  of 
the  company  also  appeared  before  the  board  and  stated  that  in  the 


80  DRY   DOCK   ON   THE   SEVERN   RIVER,  MARYLAND. 

construction  of  its  dock  the  company  would  gladly  be  governed  by  t1 
wishes  of  the  Department  as  to  its  materials,  size,  or  character,  ai 
would  enter  into  any  fair  agreement  with  the  Department  as  to  its  a 
by  the  Government.  The  company  is  also  willing  to  immediately  coi 
mence  the  building  of  a  dock  and  prosecute  the  work  to  completi* 
with  all  possible  speed,  one  year  being  specified  by  the  presideot 
the  probable  extreme  limit  of  time  required. 

GENERAL  CONSIDERATIONS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  DRY  DOCKS. 

After  a  careful  investigation  the  board  submits  the  following  co 
elusions  bearing  on  the  subject  of  dry  docks:  The  materials  in  genei 
use  for  dock  construction  are  hewn  stone^  concrete,  timber,  and  ste 
or  combinations  thereof.  The  stone  dock  is,  when  well  built,  all  that 
desirable  for  such  a  structure,  but  the  cost  and  long  time  required  1 
the  completion  of  such  a  dock  are  against  its  adoption  except  in  cas 
where  the  vicinity  of  a  suitable  quarry  and  the  presence  of  stoneci 
ters  in  sufficient  numbers  would  reduce  the  cost  to  that  of  a  concn 
structure  of  the  same  capacity. 

The  concrete  dock  is  practically  a  monolithic  structure,  and  wh 
the  material  is  well  set  and  hardened  by  time  possesses  nearly  all  t 
good  qualities  of  granite.  Its  advantages  consist  in  the  rapidii 
facility,  and  cheapness  of  construction  and  the  seamless,  monohti 
character  of  the  completed  work. 

Foreign  practice  has  been  the  building  of  stone  docks,  but  in  reo( 
years  the  stone  has  been  combined  with  concrete,  and  more  recen 
the  use  of  stone  or  brick  has  been  confined  to  the  coping  and  alta 
The  present  practice  is  the  use  of  concrete  alone.  The  great  dock  ji 
completed  at  Cardiff  is  of  this  type. 

The  timber  dock  is  a  well-known  American  type.  Its  advantages 
in  the  ease  and  cheapness  of  construction;  its  disadvantages,  in  i 
employment  of  a  perishable  material — wood — subject  to  decay  inhert 
in  an  organic  material,  which  no  process  can  entirely  prevent,  and  p: 
ticularly  to  decay  which  can  not  be  observed  and  guarded  again 
Large  portions  of  the  material  of  the  dock  are  so  placed  that  there 
no  possibility  of  inspection.  The  dock  is  also  subject  to  acciden 
injury  arising  from  the  character  of  the  material  used  in  its  oonstn 
tion,  a  marked  instance  being  that  of  dock  No.  3  at  New  York,  wh< 
a  dredger's  bucket  wrecked  a  portion  of  the  sheet  piling  at  the  ta! 
end,  opening  a  hole  through  which  large  quantities  of  water  enter 
the  dock,  rendering  it  useless  and  threatening  its  destruction.  T 
reports  on  the  condition  of  the  several  wooden  docks  in  the  navy-yar 
of  the  Atlantic  Coast  are  appended,  showing  the  liability  to  deterioi 
tion  of  this  character  of  structure.  This  liability  is,  of  course,  variab 
depending  upon  circumstances  of  climate  and  soil  and  the  presence 
the  teredo  or  other  marine  insect. 

The  steel  dock  is  of  the  floating  or  lifting  variety.  This  is  also 
well-known  American  type,  formerly  of  small  dimensions  and  made 
timber.  Docks  of  this  character  have  been  in  use  in  this  and  otl 
countries  for  many  years.  The  floating  dock  passed  through  the  sai 
development  of  material,  wood,  iron,  steel,  as  did  its  kindred  stn 
tures — ships — and  has  kept  pace  in  size  and  capacity  with  their  devek 
ment,  al7,500-ton  floating  steel  dock  being  now  in  operation  in  Hambni 
This  development  has  been  most  rapid  in  England  within  the  last  t 
^ears,  and  numbers  of  them  are  in  successful  operation,  ohe  firm  aJo 
in  that  country  having  35,000  tons  of  these  docks  now  under  contra 
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heir  adyantages  lie  in  tbe  cheapneas  and  rapidity  with  which  they  can 
e  constnicted ;  their  disadvantages  in  the  great  depth  of  water  required 
»r  their  operation  (47  feet  for  20,000  tons).  These  docks  are  made  self 
ocking,  so  that  every  part  is  accessible,  can  be  inspected,  and  covered 
ith  anticarrosive  paint.  Their  endurance  is  made  practically  perma- 
Bntb  The  efficiency  and  safety  of  the  type  are  established  to  the 
itisfaction  of  the  board. 

In  regard  to  the  relative  cost  of  docks  oonstmcted  of  these  materials, 
is  difficult  to  reach  any  accurate  results  from  a  consideration  of  the 
)8t  of  docks  already  buUt,  on  account  of  the  many  different  conditions 
dd  cireomstances  attending  their  construction  in  various  localities. 
ot  only  does  the  nature  of  the  ground  affect  such  cost,  but  the  facility 
ith  which  labor  and  material  may  be  obtained,  the  cost  of  such  labor 
ad  material,  and  the  climate,  all  influence  the  resulting  final  cost. 
From  such  information  as  the  board  possesses,  it  would  seem  that 
ne  cost  of  a  steel  floating  dock  and  timber  graving  dock  of  equal  capac- 
;ies  would  be  nearly  equal,  the  time  of  construction  being  in  favor  of 
bie  steel  dock  in  the  ratio  of  about  7  to  12.  The  concrete  dock  under 
he  same  conditions  as  the  timber  dock  would  cost  from  50  to  75  per 
eut  more,  and  the  time  of  construction  would  be  50  per  cent  greater. 

In  considering  the  relative  cost  of  stone  and  concrete  docks,  it  is 
Lifficult  to  form  any  accurate  comparion.  Much  depends  on  the  facil- 
ity for  obtaining  and  transporting  the  stone^  and  in  securing  an  ade- 
(^uate  supply  of  stonecutters — a  class  of  highly  paid  mechanics.  It 
can  be  safely  stated  that  the  cost  of  the  granite  dock  will  be  about 
doable  that  of  the  concrete. 

Tbe  board  recommends  the  following  as  important  details  to  be 
embodied  in  the  design  of  all  docks: 

Keel  blocks  4  feet  in  beigbt. 

Top  of  keel  blocks  on  level  with  tbe  siU. 

Vertical  entrance  to  sbore  docks  so  that  tbe  aotnal  dlearanoe  of  tbe  vessel  in  pass- 
ing thnmgb  will  be  seen  at  tbe  water  line,  at  wbicb  point,  if  at  all,  contact  may 
occur  and  yet  any  appendages  below  water  (bilge  keels)  be  clear. 

A  sufficient  number  of  boUards,  fasts,  etc.,  along  tbe  coping  for  seooring  and 
bsndling  a  vessel  with  power  capstans  at  tbe  bead  and  quitters  of  tbe  dock  and  a 
10-ton  traveling  crane. 

A  sliding  caisson  withdrawing  into  a  lateral  pocket  in  whiob  it  can  be  itself 
docked  if  desired. 

Efficient  removable  railings  aronnd  tbe  dock  ooping. 

The  drainage  of  ihe  dock  sbonld  be  on  tbe  surface  of  tbe  floor  to  the  pnmp  wells. 

The  pnmps  should  be  placed  as  low  as  practicable,  so  as  to  depend  as  little  as  pos- 
sible on  suction  in  working.  Electrically-driven  centrifugal  pumps  are  recommended 
▼here  a  central  power  plant  is  established. 

£7ery  dock  or  group  of  docks  should  have  a  regular  crew  to  keep  them  in  order 
find  operate  them.  In  the  case  of  the  modem  floating  dock  but  four  men  are  required 
in  addition  to  the  crew  of  the  vessel  being  docked,  but  under  ordinary  conditions  of 
doeking,  where  no  ship's  crew  is  available,  and  for  simple  painting  or  repairs,  there 
would  be  required  for  this  class  of  dock  a  crew  of  30  men.  Comfortable  quarters  for 
these  can  be  readily  provided  in  the  dock  itself,  in  case  it  be  isolated. 

All  new  docks  recommended  are  capable  of  taking  the  largest  battle- 
ship contemplated,  either  in  this  country  or  abroad,  and  three  of  them 
are  capable  of  taking  ships,  naval  or  mercantile,  larger  than  any  yet 
designed.  A  aniform  standard  entrance  and  cross  section  of  body  are 
recommended  for  all  new  shore  graving  docks,  as  shown  in  sketch  marked 
C,  appended.  The  depth  of  30  feet  over  the  sill  is  also  recommended  as 
standard,  being  in  all  probability  the  maximum  draft  of  any  vessel, 
even  in  the  ont-of-trim  condition  produced  by  collision,  accident, 
explosion,  or  gun  fire. 

The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  separate  systems  of  docking  should 
^  provided,  for  torx>edo  and  other  small  vessels,  of  a  size  in  proiK>rtion 
S.  Doc.  212 6 
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to  these  classes.    A  simple  system  of  depositing  dock  and  raflway  is 
recommended.    (See  report  of  member  of  board,  appended,  marked  A.) 

In  determining  the  kind  of  dock  recommended  for  any  given  location 
the  board  has  been  governed  by  the  natural  characteristics  of  the  sita- 
ation.  Where,  in  its  opinion,  a  shore  graving  dock  is  the  most  desira- 
ble tyx>e,  concrete  has  been  given  the  preference  as  the  material,  the 
concrete  monolithic  dock  being  the  board's  preferred  type  where  exis^ 
ing  conditions  permit  its  use.  In  other  places,  as  at  Newport  News, 
New  Orleans,  Tortagas,  natural  or  other  features  of  the  locality  limited 
the  selection  or  offered  peculiar  advantages  to  the  steel  floating  and 
graving  dock.  For  docks  of  this  class  the  board  recommends  the 
design  of  Messrs.  Olark  and  Stanfleld,  fully  described  and  reoonmiended 
in  Appendix  A. 

The  board  is  of  the  conviction  that  all  Government  docks  should  be 
of  a  permanent  character  and  that  their  readiness  for  use  at  all  times 
be  assured  at  any  cost. 
Yexy  lespeotfnllyi 

F.  H.  BUNOB, 

Oammodorej  U.  8.  N.y  Senior  Member, 
F.  B.  Ghadwiok, 
Oommander^  U.  8.  iT.,  Member, 
Robert  B.  Dashiell, 
Assistant  Naval  Constructor j  U.  8.  N.,  Member. 

Charles  W.  Parks, 
Oiml  Engineer  J  U.  8.  lf.f  Recorder. 

The  Seorbtaby  op  the  Navt, 

Washington,  D.  (k 
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Appendix  A. 

EUBOPEAN  DOCKS  AND  THEIR  CONSTBUCTIOir. 

NaVT  DXPABTMBNTy 

WoihingUm,  D.  C,  September  IS,  1897, 

l:  Iq  obedience  to  the  Department's  order  No.  77318  of  the  18th  ultimo,  eopy  of 
h  is  appended,  I  proceeded  to  England  on  Angnst  21, 1897,  by  steamer  Campania, 
ing  in  Liyerpool  on  the  evening  of  the  27th. 

on  arrival  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  naval  attach^  at  London  that  the 
ma  floating  dock,  Jnst  completed  by  Meoars.  Swan  &,  Hunter,  of  Wallaend  on 
!yne,  wonld  be  launched  the  next  day.  I  therefore  proceeded  as  soon  as  possi- 
0  Neweastle,  and  thence  to  Widlsend,  arriving  in  time  to  witness  the  launching 
LO  dock.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Messrs.  Swan  &  Hunter,  the  builders  of  the 
,  and  of  Messrs.  Clark  &.  Stanfield,  the  designers,  I  was  enabled  to  make  a 
mgh  examination  of  this  structure,  which  represents  the  latest  and  most  fully 
loped  tyjM  of  the  self-docking  floating  graving  dock.  Subsequently  I  made 
linations,  as  thoroughly  as  time  and  circumstances  would  permit,  of  other  docks, 
shore  and  floating,  along  the  Tyne.  It  can  be  safely  said  that  on  this  river  is 
isented  every  type  of  dock  in  use  for  handlinff  modem  ships.    Snch  being  the 

any  extended  tnp  to  the  Continent  to  see  the  Hamburg,  Bremerhaven,  French, 
ui,  or  Spanish  docks  was  entirely  unnecessary,  considering  the  limited  time  at 
iispoeal. 

kving  obtained  on  the  Tyne  such  data  as  I  required,  I  proceeded  to  London,  where 
s  in  consultation  with  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Clark  &,  Standfield,  engineers  and 
^ers  of  the  accepted  standard  types  of  floating  docks  in  Europe.    I  spent  several 

with  this  firm  in  determining  the  structural  features  of  floating  docks,  such  as 
Id  probably  be  required  by  t&s  country,  in  considering  the  minimum  practica- 
lepth  of  floating  dock  suitable  for  the  needs  of  the  Navy  Department  in  the  shal- 
water  of  our  ports,  and  examining  generally  into  the  feasibUity  of  the  entire 
sm  as  applied  to  American  ships,  harbors,  and  methods  of  docking, 
risited  Cardiff,  Wales,  and  examined  the  new  concrete  dock  and  off-shore  float- 
lock  of  the  Cardiff  Dock  and  Pontoon  Company.    There  I  saw  a  floating  dock 
peration,  and  gathered  from  the  officers  and  engineers  of  the  company  much 
able  information  and  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the  working  of  the  system, 
le  last  two  days  of  my  visit  i  spent  in  examining  the  great  London  docks,  the 
wall  docks,  the  West  India  ana  East  India  docks,  and  the  Empress  and  other 
i»  at  Southampton, 
sm  indebted  to  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Clark  &,  Standfield  for  many  oourtesies,  not 

in  explaining  their  own  systems,  but  through  letters  of  introduction  enabling 
o  visit  other  docks  both  on  the  Tyne  and  at  Cardiff,  and  assisting  me  in  meeting 
c  engineers  whose  views  on  the  matter  in  hand  have  been  extremely  valuable  to 
IS  a  committee  of  the  board, 
vtozned  to  Washington,  D.  C,  on  September  11|  1887. 

VOTES  OK  DOCK8. 

e  most  important  docks  examined  were  the  Havana  floating  dock  and  the  Car- 
soncrete  dock.  These  represent  the  two  principal  types  in  general  use,  namely, 
loatine  or  pontoon  system,  of  steel  construction,  and  the  permanent  shore  grav- 
ock  of  masonry.  An  important  modification  of  the  regular  double-sided  floating 
exiata  in  the  off-shore  floating  dock,  such  as  the  great  North  Shields^  the  Ham- 
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bnrg,  tbe  Cardiff  (off-shore),  and  other  docks.  The  difference  between  the  twotjpei 
of  floating  docks  lies  in  the  method  of  balancing  the  horizontal  pontoons  and  keep- 
ing them  level  while  in  operation.  In  the  donble-sided  dock  this  is  accomplished  by 
tbe  baoyancy  of  the  two  parallel  walls  or  sides,  one  on  each  side  the  pontoon  bottom; 
while  in  the  off-shore  type  there  is  bnt  one  snch  side,  and  the  lifting  pontoons  are 
kept  level  at  all  times  by  a  system  of  narallel-motion  rod  connections  to  permaoent 
emplacements  on  the  shore.  Bat  as  the  principle  and  operation  of  the  two  tvptf 
are  similar,  only  the  featnres  of  the  doable-sided  dock  need  be  touched  npon.  This 
dock  is  designated  the  *' floating  dock ;''  the  other,  the  "  off-shore  dock."  The  one  is 
entirely  independent  of  the  shore,  the  other  connected  with  it. 

GENERAL  PBSCRIPTION  OF  THE  HABANA  DOCK. 

This  dock  consists  of  three  principal  parts :  First,  the  pontoons  of  the  dock 
which  give  the  reqnired  bno^ancy  both  to  the  dock  when  empty  or  light,  and  to 
the  dock  with  load  of  vessel  in  place  on  the  blocks.  The  entire  lifting  power  of  &6 
dock,  when  raising  a  vessel,  lies  in  these  pontoons.  Second,  the  high  sides  or  vaUs 
whicn,  by  their  baoyancy,  regalate  the  descent  of  the  pontoons  below  the  water 
when  the  dock  is  sunk  to  receive  a  vessel;  they  also  afford  the  necessary  stability 
and  serve  to  keep  the  poutoons  level  when  the  dock  is  being  raised.  Third,  the 
movable  caissons  or  gates  that  are  nsed  when  it  is  reqaired  to  increaae  the  lifting 
capacity  of  the  dock.  The  use  of  these  gates  converts  the  simple  lifting  dock  into 
a  regular  floating  graving  dock. 

The  total  length  of  the  dock  is  450  feet,  the  ends  of  coarse  being  open.  Tbe 
width  between  broad  altars  at  the  bottom  of  the  dock  is  82  feet.  The  depth  from 
surface  of  water  to  top  of  keel  blocks  when  the  dock  is  fdlly  immersed  is  27  feet  6 
inches.  The  total  draft  of  water  required  under  these  conditions  is  42  feet  6  inchee, 
and  the  freeboard  of  the  side  walls  at  this  draft  is  4  feet  2  inches. 

The  pontoons  are  five  in  number.  The  three  middle  ones  are  alike  and  are  ractaa- 
galar  in  form.  The  two  end  ones  are  also  alike  and  are  straight  on  the  sides  adjaoeot 
to  the  inner  pontoons,  bnt  are  finished  off  in  the  form  of  a  point  so  as  to  resemble 
roughly  the  head  and  stem  of  a  vessel.  They  are  provided  with  hawse  pipea  for 
moorings,  and  the  necessary  capstans  and  bitts. 

The  pontoons  are  87  feet  11^  inches  wide  over  all.  The  three  middle  pontoona  hafi 
a  length  of  75  feet,  that  of  the  end  pontoons  being  108  feet  4  inches.  There  is  • 
space  of  about  2  feet  between  each  pontoon,  and  abont  the  same  distance  betweeo 
the  pontoons  and  the  side  walls. 

All  pontoons  are  practically  steel  water-tight  boxes,  11  feet  8^  inches  deep,  plated 
on  all  six  sides  and  stiffened  transversely  by  a  series  of  girders  which  form  bnlkbeadi 
across  them  abont  8  feet  apart.  These  bulkheads  are  strongly  connected  to  top  and 
bottom  plating  by  double  angle  irons.  In  the  longitudinal  direction,  tbe  poatooa* 
are  stiffened  by  angle  irons  spaced  about  2  feet,  forming  square  frames  conncetrd 
at  their  comers  and  stiffened  by  gnsset  plates  and  diagonal  bracing,  thus  fomiof 
a  complete  series  of  lattice  girders  running  from  one  end  of  the  pontoon  to  tk 
other. 

There  are  three  water-tight  bulkheads  in  each  pontoon,  one  nnder  the  line  of  the 
keel,  and  the  others  nnder  each  row  of  bilge  blocks.  These  bnlkheads  thoa  divide 
the  pontoons  into  four  separate  water-tight  compartments.  The  oentral  bulkhead 
is  strongly  strengthened  by  double  arms  and  large  gnssets,  and  in  the  middle  of  eaeb 
bay  there  is  a  strong  plate  which  is  called  a  **  breathing  plate,"  and  which  is  abo 
connected  by  frames  and  by  a  curtain  plate  to  the  transverse  girders.  This  tanof^ 
ment  makes  the  center  of  the  pontoon  a  very  strong  strncture  and  capable  of  wp' 
porting  the  ship  anywhere  within  the  neighborhood  of  the  keel  blocks.  There  caa 
be  no  possible  ^ve  to  any  part  of  the  dock  plating  in  this  region  where  the  greateet 
weight  of  ship  is  borne.  A  similar  system  of  stren^^ening  nnder  the  two  rows  of 
bilge  blocks  gives  the  necessary  resistance  on  this  line. 

The  sides  of  the  pontoons  next  the  side  walls  have  a  depth  of  20  feet.  A  decki 
feet  wide,  forming  a  broad  altar,  runs  along  the  top  of  these  raised  sides.  From  this 
deck  the  slope  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  keel  is  abont  65  degrees  with  the  vertical- 
Along  the  side  walls  channel  irons  are  worked  in  such  a  way  aa  to  form  conTeniea^ 
altars  at  proper  heights  to  receive  the  side  shores. 

The  stinenin^  plates  of  the  pontoons  which  ran  athwart  tbe  dook  are  extesded 
through  the  skin  plating  and  form  a  great  number  of  flanges  at  the  ends  of  these  poo- 
toons  for  attachment  to  similar  flanges  on  the  side  walls.  The  side  walls  were  itia- 
ened  in  much  the  same  way  as  the  pontoons,  and  the  stiffening  plates  also  extended^ 
at  the  proper  places,  throngh  the  skin  plating  to  meet  similar  extensionB  (jnstnaD^ed) 
on  the  pontoons.  By  connecting  these  two  flanges  of  plating  by  bolts,  the  sideiralli 
are  yery  rigidly  conneoted  with  ttie  pontoons.    The  apace  of  2  Met  between  each  poft' 
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toon  is  eovered  OTer  by  aa  eztensioo  of  tli»  dock  plating  and  a  mbber  irater-tigbt 
gasket.  The  pointed  ends  of  the  extreme  pontoons  have  light  bulkheads  as  high  as 
the  top  of  keel  blocks,  thus  fonning  a  breakwater  which  will  keep  any  sea  from 
washing  into  the  dook  when  the  dock  is  afloat. 

The  high  sides  of  walls  have  a  total  length  of  383  feet  4  inches,  a  breadth  of  9  feet 
3  inches,  and  a  height  of  44  feet  2  inches.  Their  stmctare  is  much  the  same  as  that 
of  the  pontoons.  At  a  height  of  82  feet  6  inches  there  is  worked  a  complete  water- 
tight deck,  above  which  water  is  never  admitted.  The  space  above  the  deck  is 
allotted  to  engines,  boilers,  dynamos,  motors,  crew,  and  storerooms.  In  the  sides  of 
the  walls  are  two  large  gangway  openings  50  feet  by  15  feet,  for  light,  air,  and  access. 
The  valve  control  houses  are  amidships  on  the  top  of  the  side  walls.  The  inner  faces 
of  the  sides  are  fitted  with  all  necessary  ladders  and  convenient  swing-out  ou^ggers 
forpainting  or  cleaning  stages. 

Tnere  is  a  complete  duplicate  set  of  boilers,  engi  nes,  dynamos,  and  motors.  All  the 
Buechanical  ojierationfr  of  pumping,  hauling,  etc.,  are  done  by  electric  motors.  All 
motors  are  cross  connected  to  those  on  the  Qther  side,  so  that  in  case  of  accident  to 
ofne  dynamo  the  other  can  run  all  the  machinery.  The  pump  motors  are  on  vertical 
shafts  supported  on  ball  bearings.  The  pumps  are  centrifugal  at  the  lower  ends  of 
these  shafts  and  run  in  the  water  to  be  pumped  out,  thus  doin^  away  with  all  trouble 
from  inefficient  suction.  All  compartments  are  connected  with  the  pumps  or  sea  in 
taeh  a  way  that  every  one  of  them  is  under  complete  control  from  the  valve  control 
house,  either  for  emptying  or  filling. 

The  keel  blocks  are  4  feet  hi^h,  spaced  1  foot  apart.  There  are  worked  regulai 
box-girder  structures  on  each  side  the  keel  blocks  on  which  the  bilge  blocks  slide. 
These  blocks  are  spaced  8  feet  between  centers.  The  blocks  are  hauled  by  chains  in 
the  asual  manner. 

Near  the  top  of  the  side  walls  and  traveling  through  them  are  two  pairs  of  center- 
ing shoreft.  These  are  worked  in  and  out  by  powerml  gearing^  the  shafting  of  which 
is  croes  connected  under  the  shin  so  that  a  pair  of  shores  move  in  and  out  together 
and  thus  force  a  vessel  over  the  keel  blocks  without  the  annoyance  of  measurements 
being  taken  to  center  the  ship. 

There  is  provided  a  pair  of  swinging  gangways  at  the  stem  of  the  dock,  which 
Tinite  at  the  ends  and  form  a  bridge.  They  also  are  arranged  to  be  used  as  cranes 
for  lifting  a  propeller  or  rudder,  their  capacity  being  15  tons. 

The  dock,  with  its  ends  open  and  utilizing  only  the  displacement  of  its  pontoons, 
can  raise  a  vessel  of  any  length  with  a  dead  weight  of  10,000  tons.  This  is  the  con- 
dition under  which  a  long  cruiser  would  be  lifted  where  the  weight  per  foot  run 
on  the  keel  blocks  was  about  20  tons.  Heavy  battle  ships,  bein^  much  shorter 
and  heavier,  require  a  greater  concentration  of  lifting  power  than  is  attainable  in 
aoj  long  dock  such  as  this.  To  meet  this  emergency  there  are  provided  gates  or 
caiBsons,  which  are  floated  across  the  open  ends  of  the  dock  close  to  the  ends  of  the 
ship,  and  the  pound  thus  formed  being  pumped  out  gives  enormously  increased  lift- 
ing; power  on  a  short  length  of  dock.  Under  this  latter  condition,  the  Havana 
dock  can  raise  an  ironclad  of  12,000  tons  displacement,  having  a  weight  of  38  tons 
per  foot. 

In  the  first  condition  the  vessel  and  entire  floor  of  the  dock  is  raised  entirely  above 
the  surrounding  water.  In  the  second  condition  the  top  of  the  pontoons  is  about 
i  feet  above  water,  the  water  in  the  pound  being  pumped  out  leaving  a  regular 
graying  dock  8  feet  deep. 

The  stability  of  the  dock  is  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  minimum  metacentric 
hei};ht  (when  lifting  its  full  load)  is  at  the  period  when  the  ship's  bilges  are  just 
emerging  and  the  broad  altars  coming  awash,  and  is  3  feet  10|  inches,  being  about  that 
of  the  average  battle  ship.  As  soon  as  the  altar  emerges,  this  metacentric  height 
Hses  at  once  to  16  feet  9  inches,  and  when  the  full  lift  has  been  accomplished,  it 
finally  reaches  50  feet  2  inches.  To  heel  the  dock  and  load  5  degrees  would  require 
an  external  effort  of  about  63,500  foot-tons,  while  to  heel  a  12,000- ton  battle  ship 
through  the  same  angle  would  require  about  3,100  foot-tons,  or  one-twentieth  as  much. 
Erery  convenience  for  easy  handling  and  examination  of  ships  has  been  fitted  up 
on  this  dock.  The  usual  bitts  are  fitted  for  riding  to  chain  cables  and  four  anchors. 
This  dock  impresses  one  with  its  simplicity  and  completeness,  and  shows  tho 
fesalts  of  many  years  practical  experience  on  the  part  oi  very  ingenious  designers 
snd  builders. 

The  contract  price  for  the  dock  is  £109,000,  £30,000  of  which  is  for  towing  to 
Havana  and  for  expeditions  work.  The  contract  was  signed  and  work  begun  in 
February  last,  and  at  this  date  I  learn  that  the  dock  has  started  for  Havana. 

I  could  not  see  this  dock  in  operation.  But  as  the  offshore  dock  operates  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  way  as  the  floating  dock,  I  formed  an  entirely  satisfactory  idea  of 
this  feature  by  witnessing  the  action  of  the  large  offshore  dock  at  Cardiff. 
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All  of  Meflsn.  Clark  &  Standfield's  dooka  are  what  is  known  as  self-docting. 
The  entire  system  of  pontoons  can  be  raised  clear  of  the  water  one  at  a  time  aud 
their  sides  and  bottoms  can  be  cleaned  and  painted.  The  bottoms  of  the  side  walk 
can  be  reached  by  tilting  the  dock  down  on  one  side,  thns  raising  the  other  side  oat 
of  the  water. 

Floating  docks  (both  types)  are  in  daily  nse  at  the  foUowing  ports:  Cartbsgena, 
Sourabaya,  St.  Thomas,  Nicolaiefi^  Amsterdam,  Barrow,  Yladivostok,  Bottc^am 
Hamburg,  Cardiff,  North  Shields  ao,  1,  Flensbnrg,  Zarate,  Mexican,  North  Sbieldi 
No.  2,  Stockholm,  and  Barcelona.  Of  these,  the  docks  at  Nicolaieff,  Barrow,  Vladi- 
vostok, Hamburg,  Cardiff,  North  Shields  No.  1,  Flensbnrg.  Zarate,*  Mexican,  North 
Shields  No.  2,  Stockholm,  and  Barcelona  are  on  designs  or  Messrs.  Clark  A,  Stand- 
field.  This  firm  have  at  present  35,000  tons  of  floating  docks  under  contraot  The 
North  Shields  dock,  I  was  told,  has  been  idle  bat  three  times  since  it  was  first  put  in 
commission  three  years  ago. 

Engineers  who  had  operated  these  docks  informed  me  that  a  tidal  current  of  5kno1s 
an  hour,  snch  as  is  frequently  seen  in  the  Tyne,  had  no  detrimental  effect  on  the  opera- 
tion of  the  dock,  and,  indeed,  was  freonently  used  to  assist  in  sheering  the  ship  orer 
the  blocks.  The  floating  dock  conld  also,  so  I  was  told,  be  worked  when  the  wstos  in 
the  Tyne,  due  to  easterly  gales  outside,  were  4  feet  in  height  from  orest  to  hollow— • 
condition  which  entirely  suspended  operations  with  any  shore  dock.  Mercantile 
docks  have  puinping  plants  capable  of  raising  a  vessel  in  from  twenty  minates  to 
one  hour.  The  Havana  dock  had  a  plant  capable  of  lifting  a  vessel  of  12,000  toniin 
about  two  and  one-half  hours. 

IfABONRT  DOCKS. 

The  oonerete  dock  at  Cardiff  will  be  completed  this  month.  It  is  an  example  of 
the  latest  type  of  masonry  dock  with  all  the  most  recent  improvements  in  detaili. 
This  dock  is  660  feet  long,  107  feet  wide  at  top,  90  feet  wide  at  bottom  of  entrsnee, 
and  48  feet  deep  from  coping  to  bottom.  The  floor  of  the  dock  is  4  feet  below  the 
top  of  the  sill,  so  that  the  efficient  depth  of  the  dock  is  that  of  the  top  of  the  keel 
blocks.  The  structure  is  exceedingly  simple.  The  dock  is  merely  an  enormous  tab 
of  concrete  with  an  opening  at  the  end  for  the  caisson  or  gate.  The  trenches  for 
the  side  walls  were  excavated  first,  being  25  feet  across,  with  the  earth  shored  np  by 
plank.  The  walls  at  bottom  are  17^  feet  thick,  tapering  to  4  feet  in  thickness  at  the 
top  or  coping.  WhUe  the  concrete  for  the  walls  was  being  run  up  the  middle  por- 
tion was  excavated,  an  ordinary  cofferdam  closing  the  entrance.  This  dam  consisted 
of  two  crescent-shaped  rows  of  8-inch  sheet  piling,  the  rows  being  from  8  to  10  feet 
apart,  bound  together  by  long  bolts,  and  the  interval  filled  up  wiui  clay  mud. 

The  bottom  of  the  dock  is  10  feet  thick,  resting  on  the  natural  gravel.  The  drain- 
age was  on  the  surface  and  ran  to  the  pumps,  which  had  a  well  to  operate  in  dose  to 
the  dock.  The  pumps  were  centrifugal,  working  close  to  the  bottom  of  the  doek, 
and  were  capable  of  emptying  the  dock,  with  no  vessel  in  it,  in  two  and  one-hslf 
hours. 

There  were  two  caissons,  one' to  ship  across  the  middle  of  the  dock,  thus  makings 
double  dock ;  the  other  the  regular  gate  of  the  dock  entrance.  The  caisson  was  ingen- 
iously arranged  to  slide  on  its  keel  laterally  into  a  pocket  on  one  side  the  entrsnee. 
The  ends  of  the  caisson,  as  well  as  the  sides  of  the  docK  entrance,  were  nearly  vertical, 
so  that  the  clearance  between  the  ship  and  the  dock  was  that  actually  visible  st  the 
comer  of  the  dock  as  the  ship  passed  in.  The  pocket  into  which  the  caisson  wsi 
hauled  could  be  utilized  to  dock  the  caisson  itself  for  repairs.  The  caisson,  being 
nearly  afloat  and  bearing  but  little  on  its  keel,  could  be  readily  dragged  over  thf 
smooth  concrete  floor  by  a  small  steam  winch. 

The  dock  itself  was  a  solid  mass  of  concrete  without  seam  or  Joint  and  absolntelj 
dry.  The  main  portions  were  made  of  concrete  in  the  proportions  of  1  to  7^-cement  to 
sand  and  stone — the  facings  and  coping  being  1  to  4.  The  time  occupied  in  its  con- 
struction has  been  twenty-four  months  and  the  cost  £100,000,  which  includes  Uie 
pumping  plant,  but  not  the  caisson.  The  cost  of  the  latter  could  not  be  deter- 
mined. While  not  available  for  use,  the  best  results  were  anticipated  for  this  dock 
by  the  engineers  in  charge.  The  circumstances  attending  the  cielivery  of  msterisl 
and  the  character  of  the  ground  were  specially  favorable  in  this  case,  which  acooonti 
for  llie  low  cost,  while  the  labor  available  could  not  always  equal  tne  requirements* 
and  so  prolonged  somewhat  the  time  of  the  work.  There  was  no  piling  of  any  kind. 
The  integrity  and  perfect  dryness  of  the  structure,  together  with  the  good  practiosl 
arrangements  of  all  its  accessories,  commended  themselves  to  me  very  strongly. 

In  the  case  of  the  Thompson  concrete  dock  at  North  Shields,  piling  under  the  bot- 
tom was  resorted  to  on  account  of  the  character  of  the  ground. 

The  walls  of  aU  the  masonry  docks  are  so  steep  that  ladders  and  stain  are,  of 
eouxse,  provided  lor  aooeas.    llie  steep  wall  brings  the  altars  dose  to  the  ship,  lo 
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hat  abort  (and  therefore  Ught)  shores  emu  be  employed.  In  the  ease  of  timber  docks 
kt  sitsra  are  so  &r  fW>m  the  snip  that  the  shores  are  of  great  length,  yery  heayy  and 
try  weak  shoold  any  real  strain  be  bronght  upon  them. 

Concrete  as  a  material  seemed  to  be  highly  regarded.    In  time  it  beoomes  as  hard 
B  itone;  it  is  perfectly  tight,  easy  to  work,  and  the  repairs  are  insignificant. 

lie  aboTe  is  a  description,  at  some  length,  of  the  two  docks  which  may  be  regarded 
I  the  latest  developments  of  the  types  they  represent.  The  examination  of  the  other 
Msks  of  these  types  was  instructive  and  interesting;  bnt  not  of  suffloient  importance 
>  warrant  encombering  a  report  with  a  detailed  description. 
The  two  t^pes  deecribed  are  those  that  would  be  eminently  desirable  for  this  coun- 
y  to  copy  in  the  effort  to  provide  ample  docking  facilities  for  its  battle  ships  and 
uisers,  the  ehoice  of  the  type  depending  on  the  character  of  the  situation  or  the 
leessity  for  prompt  completion.  The  concrete  or  stone  dock,  its  efficiency,  cost, 
bd  time  to  bnild  are  too  well  known  in  this  oountry  to  warrant  any  additional  com- 
ent  on  my  part. 

In  regard  to  the  floating  dock,  I  am  informed  by  Messrs.  Clark  &,  Standfleld  that 
ey  approximate  the  cost  of  a  dock  to  lift  20,000  tons  at  £100,000  complete  in  Eng- 
Qd,  and  the  time  ten  months  from  signing  the  contract.  This  dock  would  be  of 
.ch  scantling  as  to  work  in  47  feet  of  water,  the  ship  drawing  80  feet,  the  keel  blocks 
feet,  and  the  depth  of  pontoon  13  feet.  The  increased  cost  of  building  in  this 
»untry  would  not  be  great,  probably  not  greater  than*25  per  cent. 
The  eflicieucy  of  the  system  has  long  since  been  so  clearly  demonstrated  and  has 
«n  testified  to  so  strongly  in  the  jppreat  number  of  these  docks  actually  in  use  or 
ider  construction  that  it  remains  ror  me  simply  to  add  my  own  opinion  to  those  of 
r  more  experienced  persons  who  have  been  K>r  years  associated  with  these  docks, 
lat  under  conditions  where  cheapness  and  time  of  delivery  are  essential  elements 
ith  efficiency,  the  floating  dock  is  a  thoroughly  Ratisfactory  structure. 
The  docks  described  are  large  docks  of  maximum  capacity.  It  would  seem  that 
leh  docks  should  not  be  used  for  torpedo  craft,  and  with  this  end  in  view  I  endeav- 
«d  to  find  a  suitable  arrangement  for  such  vessels.  The  type  of  floating  dock  rep- 
isented  by  the  Barrow  depositing  dock  or  depositor  commends  itself  to  me  as  the 
leapest,  most  readily  constructed,  and  simplest  device  by  which  torpedo  vessels 
ay  be  lifted,  examined,  repaired,  or  deposited  on  a  railway  or  shore  for  stowage, 
ach  a  dock  can  be  built  for  less  than  $75,000  in  this  country,  and  can  lift  any 
estroyer  in  ten  minutes.  The  German  navy  has  just  provided  such  an  urrange- 
ent,  and  it  is  said  to  work  admirably.  For  the  ordinary  boats  it  is  believed  that 
le  depositor,  in  combination  with  a  proper  railway,  can  launch  a  boat  every  fifteen 
dnntes. 

While  the  floating  dock,  lifted  by  pontoons,  is  an  American  idea  (fhtnkly  admitted 
I  such  by  Messrs.  Clark  A  Stannfield),  yet  the  development  of  that  idea  into 
tie  magnificent  structures  now  in  use  all  over  the  world  is  due  to  the  engineers 
f  this  firm,  who  have  carefully  worked  out  all  details  from  practical  experience. 
Iter  years  of  such  experience  the  Havana  dock  has  been  produced,  in  which  a 
laximum  efficiency  in  lifting  power  per  ton  of  structure  has  been  obtained,  with 
•erfeet  and  instant  control  of  every  compartment  of  the  dock,  without  which 
ontrol  a  floating  dock  is  a  very  dangerous  tool.  If  such  docks  are  to  be  built  for 
he  Government,  it  is  most  earnestly  recommended  that  for  the  sake  of  justice  as 
veil  ss  assured  efficiency,  the  working  drawings  be  obtained  f^om  Messrs.  Clark  &, 
atandfield. 
Appended  to  this  report  are  the  following  papers: 

(A)  Department's  orders  No.  77318  to  proceed  to  Europe. 

(B)  Recent  improvements  in  docks  and  docking  applianoet. 

(C)  A  short  description  of  modem  floating  docks. 
(B)  The  Hamburg  Off-shore  Floating  Dock. 

(£)  The  Barrow  Depositing  Dock. 
(F)  Off-diore  floating  dock. 

(0)  Depositor  docking  a  section  of  itself. 

(Bf)  Six  thousand  ton  depositing  dock  for  Baroelonik 

(1)  Depositing  dock  at  Barcelona. 

(J)  Off-shore  floating  dock  for  Cardiff. 

Teiy  respectfhlly,  Robert  B.  DASHTKLLy 

Auiitani  Naval  C<m9truoior,  U.  8.  N, 

Mtmhtr  4^  Board, 
Gonmodore  F.  M.  Btmos,  U.  S.  N., 

Bmitr  Member  of  Board  on  Dodk$, 

Nav^'Tard,  New  York^  N.  7. 
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Nayt  Dkpabtmemt, 
Washington^  Auffusi  18^  USSfi. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  New  York,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  London,  England,  taking paHige 
in  the  Cnnard  Line  steamer  CampanUif  sailing  from  New  York  on  Angust  21, 1897. 
Upon  yonr  arrival  in  I^ondon  yon  will  proeeea  to  sneh  other  places  in  Eorope  at  yoa 
may  deem  expedient  for  obtaining  the  information  desired  by  the  board  on  docks,  of 
which  yon  are  a  member,  on  the  subject  of  docks  of  all  classes  actually  in  oae  or 
projected.  Consult  with  the  United  States  naval  attaches,  who  are  already  in  com- 
munication with  the  board,  and  request  them  to  give  you  such  facilities  as  may  lie 
in  their  power. 

Use  all  dUigence  to  expedite  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and  upon  its  oomplo- 
tion  return  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  resume  your  present  duties. 

Pay  Inspector  James  E.  Tolfree,  U.  S.  N.,  Navy  pay  office,  New  York,  N.  T.,  h» 
been  directed  to  secure  your  transportation  from  New  York  to  London,  England. 
RespectfuUy, 

T.  ROOSBVSLT,  ^oiiii^  SeoreimTi, 

Assistant  Naval  Constructor  Robert  D.  Dashibll,  U.  S.  N., 

Bureau  of  CaMtruoiion  and  Eejjair,  Navy  Department^  Waahington^  D.  C. 


Appendix  K. 
[ensigns  op  dry  docks  in  government  navy-yards. 

6&BAX  BRITAIN. 


rud  kind. 


n« 

DR 

ing 

ing 

ng.D.. 
ng,E  .. 
ng.  F  .. 
ng,G  .. 


indGosport: 


ble  dock 


kD... 

MS} 


o.  1  Dock 


faif 


Je 


Mftterial  of  oonatmction. 


Stone,  concretfe,  or  brick 
.....do 


.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 

.do 
.do 

do 

.do 

.do 

do 

do 

.do 

.do 

do 

.do 

do 

do 

.do 


....do 

do 

do 

Stone  and  concrete 

do 

....do 

...do 

Stone,  concrete,  and  brick. 


do 
do 


Stone,  concrete,  or  brick  . , 

. do , 

do 

....do 


.do 
do 
.do 
.do 
do 
.do 


.do 


Length 
overall 


Length 
on  blocks. 


Feet.  In. 
225  0 
408 
363 
253 
456 
466 
457  3 
457    3 


6 
6 
0 
3 
3 


477  6 

47V  0 

281  4 

261  9 

280  0 

203  6 

187  0 

253  6 

252  9 

287  0 

286  8 

230  4 

220  0 

658  0 

340  0 

304  6 

427  0 
456 
456 
663 
663 
462 


466 


466  0 

806  6 

487  0 

408  0 

273  6 

358  8 

311  0 

421 

253 

455 

404 


850  0 

550  0 

450  0 

286  0 

300  6 

468  0 

526  6 


Feet.  In. 


6 
0 


203 
884 
336  6 
232  0 
416 
416 
416 
416 


436  0 

438  0 

268  9 

230  6 

268  6 

177  8 

176  0 

228  3 

221  6 

275  8 

279  8 

209  4 

189  9 

648  9 

307  0 


401 
415 
416 
550 
550 
428 


6 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


458  0 

458  0 

803  6 

416  6 

400  0 

263  6 

347  8 

295  0 

m  0 

253  0 

425  0 

887  8 


625  0 

427  8 
520  0 


Width  of 
entrance. 


Feet.  In. 


{ 


{ 


57 
65 
63 
62 
80 
80 
82 
82 


6 
0 
6 
• 
0 
0 
0 
0 


94  6 

84  6 

67  6 

67  9 
63  6 
60  8 

68  6 

67  6 

63  4 

67  6 


67 
55 

53 

80 
88 
70 
65 
70 
80 


6 
4 

0 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 


82  0 
82  0 


94 
82 


0 
0 


82  0 


82 
80 


0 
0 


65  0 

73  0 

94  0 

64  9 


80 
80 
80 
80 
94 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


75  0 

95  0 

95  0 

96  0 

81  3 

73  0 

79  9 

94  0 


{ 


Depth 
over  kill 
AS.  n.  w^. 


FeeL  In, 
16  0 
23 
23 
21 
31 


{ 


31  6 

32  0 


82 
32 
33 


0 
0 
6 


83  0 

25  3 

26  8 

25  9 

10  9 

14  9 


19 
23 


9 
9 


25  9 
25  9 


19 
19 
27 


9 
3 
6 


27  9 
22  4 


27  9 

33  4 

33  9 

33  10 

33  10 

41  6 

42  6 
33  9 
41  6 
33  4 

27  9 

82  0 

35  3 

19  6 


25 
22 
26 
33 
82 
25 


9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
2 


35  6 

35  6 

35  6 

25  0 

25  0 

33  6 

83  • 


89 
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DIMENSIONS  OP  DRY  DOCKS  IN  GOVERNMENT  NAVY-YARDS-Cwitfd. 

GBEAT  BRITAIN-^^ontinaed. 


Harbor  and  kind. 


Bombay: 

Lower  Bombay 

Middle  Bombay 

Upper  Bombay , 

Lower  Duncan , 

Upper  Duncan 

New  Torpedo 

Calcutta: 

(1) 

(2) 

(8) 

Brisbane 

Sydney:    • 

(1) 

(2)... 

Esquimau 

St.  Jobns,  N.  F. :  Graving 

Kingston,  Out 

Bermuda :  Floating 


Material  of  construction. 


Stone . 
Wood. 


Iron 


Length 
overall. 


FesL  In, 


350  0 

533  p 

197  0 

457  0 

638  0 

50«  0 

480  0 


280  0 
881  0 


I^engtii 
on  blocks. 


000 

450 
480 

000 


0 
0 


Fert.  In. 

256  0 
183 
189 

316  6 

287  6 

154  0 

330  0 

611  0 

180  jO 

431  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


330    0 


Width  of 
entnnc«. 


Feet.  In. 

51  10 
51  10 
45  9 
60  0 
00  0 
25    0 


00 
TO 
40 

60 

84 
69 


68    0 
85    0 


SO 
84 


Deptk 

overriQ 
1LH.W. 


16  I 

16  6 

U  6 

U  0 

»  0 

13  6 


FRANCS. 


Toulon  and  La  Seyne : 

Vauban(l) 

Vauban(2) 

Yauban  (3) 

Castigneau  (1) 

CasUgneau  (2) 

Castigneau  (3) 

Missieesy  (1) 

Missiessy  (2) 

Mi8sieBBy(3) 

Three  floating  docks  for 
torpedo  boats. 
Cherbourg: 

(1) 


(2) 

(8) 

(*) 

(6) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Gridiron  ... 
L'Orieut: 

(1) 

^     (2) 

Brest: 

||j}  double 

g}}  double 

(5) 

(«) 

1^1}  double 

(9) 

Floating  ... 

Gridiron  ... 

Do 

Boohefort: 

1^1}  double, 

(3) 

Martinique: 

Graving.... 
Saigon: 

(1) 

,  (2) 

Algiers: 

(1) 

(2) 


Stone 


Wood. 


Stone. 


Stone. 
do 


246 

0 

246 

0 

283 

0 

326 

4 

385 

0 

531 

4 

426 

6 

426 

0 

574 

0 

355 

0 

390 

0 

390 

0 

355 

0 

405 

0 

508 

0 

264 

0 

257 

8 

164 

0 

380 

0 

608 

0 

{ 

285 

8 

259 

6 

{ 

250 

0 

271 

0 

358 

6 

223 

4 

{ 

398 

0 

847 

6 

318 

0 

262 

4 

870 

0 

106 

0 

{ 

105 

0 

246 

0 

209 

9 

418 

0 

508 

0 

287 

0 

465 

0 

248 

0 

300 
367 
497 
383 
383 


800 
830 
330 
300 
455 
461 
237 
210 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
488  9 


806  0 


0 
180  0 


53  0 

54  8 


53 
82 
62 
62 
88 
88 


»4  10 


60  8 

50  8 

69  8 

50  8 

89  0 

50  8 

69  8 

69  8 

40  0 

52  0 

64  0 


65 
63 
53 
65 
48 
85 
05 
66 


0 
8 
9 

9 
6 
0 
6 
6 
0 


82  8 


61  0 

47  0 

08  0 

86  4 


74 

81 


86  0 

78  4 
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DDIfiNSIONS  OF  DRY  DOCKS  IN  GOVERNMRNT  NAVY-YA&DS— CoalU 


IXA*Z. 


HarlMrudkind* 


»pCCttt 

(I).. 
(2).. 

rs).. 

(4).. 
(5).. 


(•) 

JHoatiag.... 

ipjes , , 

FlMting  (1) 
Floating  (2) 

MAina 

miee: 

a) 

«> 


MKlerial  oi  OMwImoUon. 


Stone. 

dp 

.....do 

do 

.....do 


.do 


StOM 


.do 
.do 


Leo 
OTer 


^ 


F§at  In. 

an  6 

420  8 

429  8 

857  8 

708  8 

808    6 

108  0 
242  8 
104  11 
88  1 
851    0 

628    0 
0 


L«ngt|i 
on  blocks. 


JlMt/fk 


229   7 


480    0 


Width  of 
ttitnno6. 


Depth 
over  Bill 

'  M.  M.    Ylm 


F$sLln. 

71    0 

n 

77 
71 
al(M 
881 
80 
24 
84 
81 
24 
71 


79  0 
6i  0 


JWt  In. 

80  8 

80  8 

80  0 

80  0 

88  0 

88  0 

6  8 

28  4 

18  8 
0  2 

28  8 

28  6 

19  8 


UNTTBD  STATES. 


liuDoutli:  BhIaqoo... 

•Ion:  Gn^ring , 

iwYork: 

(1)  Qnriog 

(2)  6r»riiig 

(3)  GnTing 

■ffoe  Island:  GnTine 
vfolk: 

(1)  Grnrfng 

(2)  GntTiog 

riSoTiil:  Graving..... 
at  luaiid:  Graving ... 
futSonnd:  Qxaving.. 


Wood... 
Gmite. 


do 

Wood. 
do 

do 


Gnmite 

Wood 

do 

Granite 

Wood  bodj,  maaonrj 
trance. 


850  0 

888  5| 

888  3 

500  0 

670  0 

500  0 


831 
500 

495 
513 


9 
0 
0 
0 
0 


80    8 
80    0 

88    0 
52  10^ 
71    74 
62  10} 

80    0 
62  10| 
88    0 

80  8{ 

81  7{ 


25    0 
24  10 


25 
25 
29 
25 

26 

25 
28 
27 
80 


3 
6 
0 
8 

0 
8 
0 
8 
0 


OEBICAITT. 


SecuOBw. 


StSM 

d: 

(1)  Graving. 

(2)  Graving. 

(3)  Graving. 

(4)  Graving . 
JloaiiniE 

QhehoAhaveo : 

(1)  Gmving . 

(2)  Graving. 
(8)  Graving. 
CD  Floating, 
ff)  Floaitinf . 


Iron 


Stone . 
.....do 

do 

.....do 
.....do 


Conorete  and  granite 

.....do 7 

.....do 


428 

882 
882 
8U 
238 


0 
0 
0 
0 
9 


488  0 

488  0 

870  0 

HI  8 

180  0 


407  0 

877  0 

857  0 

884  0 


410 
410 
854 

HI 
114 


0 
0 

0 
6 
8 


T9  9 

77  0 

72  0 

72  9 

72  0 


72  0 

72  0 

61  6 

49  0 

49  0 


28  8 

27  8 

25  8 

22  8 

19  i 


27  8 

27  0 

22  0 

29  8 

29  8 


NOBWAY  AJETD  SWBDBN. 


ekbofan  

dbtiaaaaod:  Graving 
Gnivtiig 


Old  graving 
(1)  Graving, 
(t)  Graving 
(i)  Graving. 
(4>  Gimylng 
(5)  Graving 


Stone 


801  8 
824  0 
359   8 


243 
182 
253 
192 
203 
208 


9 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


808    0 
25r  0 


•  SeetlflBL 


^SeotioBS. 


m.  Doc.  91 


58  8 

45  0 

81  8 

49  8 


50 
50 
60 
50 
50 


4 
8 
6 
8 
8 


22  9 
18  0 
28    8 


17 
18 
20 
20 
20 
20 


6 
8 

0 
0 
0 
0 


I 
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DIMENSIONS  OP  DRY  DOCKS  IN  GOVERNMENT  NAVY-YARDS-ConVd. 

JAPAN. 


Harbor  and  Und. 


Yokosnka: 

(1) 

(2) 

(8) 

Tokyo 

Hakodate.. 
Saasebo  .... 

Kare 

Nagasaki... 
Akaoawara 


Material  of  oonstraetdon. 


Stone. 

do 

do 


Length 
over  all. 


FMt.In. 


302 
602 
308 
800 
420 
419  11 
464  4 
622  0 
871    0 


0 

i 
i 
0 
0 


Length 
onblooka. 


Feei.In. 
877  8 
482  8 
280    8 


810    0 
860    0 


Width  of 
entrance 


Deptk 
OT«rii 


FetLin, 
82   0 
04    I 
46    8 
62    0 
48 
115 
81 
82 
78 


9 

1' 
u 

SI 

x 

4* 
2 
2 


RUSSIA. 


Sebaatopol ^ 

Cronatadt; 

(I) 

(2) 

(8)  Large  dock 

Libao :  Floating  dock 

VladiToatok:  Floating  dook 


Stone 


I 


\6ranite! 


660    0 

487    0 
600    0 


600  0 
801  0 
668   0 


600    0 


601    0 


82    0 

82    • 

86    0 


NETHERLANDS. 


Helder: 

(1) 

W 

Helyoetalnli:  Doable 

Batevia: 

Floating 

Cylinder 

Snra^ya: 

Floating , 


Stone. 
.....do 


Brisk. 


Iron... 
do 


874 
278 


4 
6 


600  0 

824  0 

180  0 

828  0 

198  0 


{ 


0 
236    0 


63  8 

50  8 

40  0 

60  0 

60  0 

80  0 

74  8 

61  0 


} 


CHINA. 


Tientsin 

840    0 

89    0 

Shanshai 

Timber 

840    0 
480    0 
440    0 

500    0 
350    0 
446    6 

Foochoir 

90    0 
70    0 

86    0 

59    0 

122    4 

Fnohan  r............,..^ 

* 

Whampoa: 

(1) 

Granite  ..................... 

(2) .:::::;;;;;. 

do 

422    i 

Port  Arthnr 

8PACN. 


Cadis: 

(1) 

(2) 

(8) 

Cartagena:  Floating, 

Ferrol. 

Snbio:  Floating 


289  8 

871  0 

219  0 

850  0 

476  9 

450  9 


287  9 
828  0 
192  0 


68  0 

70  9 

61  0 

106  0 

82  0 

117  0 


Appendix  L. 


DIMENSIONS  OF  PRINCIPAL  NAVAL  SHIPS. 


United 
States. 

France. 

Ger- 
many. 

1 

Great 
Britain. 

Italj. 

Japan. 

Bauia. 

Spain. 

hBBgOL 

1 

o 

1 

• 

J 

1 

• 

1 

• 

1 

• 

1 

1 

• 

E 
o 

2 

> 

1 

• 

• 

1 

• 

1 

• 

i 

• 
•p4 

let 

89  feet 

1 
1 

12 

17 

13 

7 

8 

1 

2 

6 

12 
14 

19  feet 

1 
7 
6 
7 
18 

2 

9 

0 

10 

8 
4 
28 
10 
14 
23 
7 

8 
26 
29 
16 

16 

7 

25 
49 
22 
54 
38 

0 

6 

•   •  •  • 

I 
1 
2 

•  •  •  • 

6 

•  •  •  • 

•  ■  •  • 

2 
1 
1 

i. 

Wfeet 

9 
6 
8 

8 
10 

1 

1 

6 
5 
18 
8 
8 

1 
11 

•  •  »  • 
«  «  •  • 

.... 

19  feet - 

12 
5 

•  •  •  • 

•  «  •  • 

•  ••• 

1 

18 

18 

10 

2 

.2 

99  feet - 

8 

19  feet 

8     21  1 

15 

Mfeet 

•  •  •  ■ 

2 

1 

1 

10 

•  •  •  • 

19 

19  feel 

«t 

«t 

feet 

18 

11 
10 
10 
20 
10 
7 
8 

"i* 

f 

8 
4 
20 
20 
84 
28 
81 
88 
11 

8 
2 
6 

2 
4 
2 
8 
1 


■  •  •  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

•  «  •  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

•  «  ■  • 

1 
1 

feet 

8 
8 
4 
6 

1 

6 
6 
11 
7 
1 

5 
14 
2 
23 
2 
6 
4 

"l 

•  •  •  ■ 

4 
14 

4 

feet 

5 
8 
IB 
12 
11 
17 
22 
8 

8 
7 
1 

4 
6 

'ii* 

•  •  •  • 

•  »  •  ■ 
■  •  •  • 

1 

•  ■  •  • 

4 
8 
1 

13 
0 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  «  • 

2 

5 
8 

4 

feet 

feet 

•  •  •  • 

1 

feet 

3 
6 

0 

4 

2 

feet 

8 
6 

•  •  •  • 

11 
8 
7 

20 
1 
2 

1 

4 

•  •  •  • 

1 

•  •  •  • 

2 
2 
13 
8 
2 
9 
1 

•  a  •  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

2 

feet 

4  1    9 
3   .... 
6   ---- 

4 

feet 

feet 

«  •  *  » 

1 

•  *  •  • 

8 

feet 

9 

•  ..« 

11 

fei't 

9 

feet 

i 6 inches  .......... 

2 

t 

2 

1 
1 
2 
10 
8 
8 

t- Oinchos  .•.•••.... 

it  6 inelMMi  .......... 

8 

± 

1 
82 

6 
10 

2 

8 

ft  A  in  aIum 

4 

•j* 

8 
2 

•  •  •  • 

1 

it 

1 



2 
8 
6 
2 
8 
1 
5 

't B inehee  .......... 

1 
1 
8 
8 

. 

1 

.  .  a. 

ft 

1 
2 
2 

1 

4 

•  •  «  • 

9 
1 

1 
1 
8 

1 
1 

it9iiicheii  .......... 

2 
8 

•  •  •  • 

•  *  •  • 

2 
2 

8 

8 

*t4inriiw  ....*.•... 

1 

2 
5 

1 

'"% 
2 

1 
..... 

8 

6 
8 

"'i' 

1 
1 
1 
1 
..... 

2 

•  •  •  • 

2 

ift ft ffiAliefi ....... 

1 
8 
1 
2 
4 
2 
6 
1 
8 
4 
1 
4 
8 
2 

•  •  •  « 

4 

8 

t  6  Infihiw 

1 

2 

•  •  •  • 

5 
2 
9 
5 
5 
11 
0 

1 

8 
8 

ft 9 inches .......... 

8 

1 
1 

«  •  •  • 

8 

2 

it 6 inchee  .......... 

1 

8 

1 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

1 
8 
1 

1 



2 

t, H  f nr.hee  .... 

2 
3 

1 

1 

AS  tnehee  .......... 

1 

•  •  •  • 

8 

4 
2 

«  •  •  ■ 

2 
8 
1 

4 

"V 
2 

1 

1 
2 
8 

•  •  •  « 

t4fii«h««  .......... 

11 
9 

11 
4 

10 

•  •  «  a 

•  •  •  • 

1 
10 

•  •  •  « 

1 

1 
4 

2 

4 

ft 6  inchee  .......... 

1 

■  •  •  ■ 

8 

t   .................. 

1 

2 

7 
8 

1 

•  •  •  a 

•  ■  •  • 

t  A  inchee  ....... 

2 
2 

1 
4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

•  ••  * 

•  ••• 

t           .............. 

1 
2 

1 

•  •  a  • 

4 
1 

1 

1 
• 

t  <l  fMAh Jia             . 

4 
8 

8 
8 

k  «••••••••••••■••••• 

"•j- 

•  ••• 

"i" 

•  ••• 

•  •  a  • 

•  •»« 

9^ 


I 
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DRY   DOCK   ON   THE    SEVERN   RIVER,  MARTLAND. 
DIMENSIONS  OF  PRINCIPAL  NAVAL  SHIPS— Continued. 


LcDgth. 


18  feet  6  inches 

18  feet 

12  feet  0  inohee 

12  feet 

11  feet  6  inohee 

11  feet 

10  feet  6  inchee 

lOfMt 

0  fiDet  6  inchee 

9feet 

8  feet  6  Inohee 

8feet 

7  Ibet  0  inches 

TflBOt 

6  foot  7  Inohee 
•  ftet 


United 
Stfttee. 


I 


8 


2 

4 
2 
2 
1 
1 


2 


Ger- 
many. 


1 


4 
'i' 


5 
2 


8 
13 

"2 

... 


8 


g 


11 


Gxeftt 
Bzitain. 


1 
2 


2 

3 


! 


Itidy. 


Ji^Mn 


.  Ibui 


a 


4 

12 

8 
8 
6 
2 
17 
18 
1 


8 

8' 
3 


g 


6 
2 
2 
1 
1 


1 

i 


1 
1 
3 


1 

e 


1 
1 


4 
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Appesdiz  N. 

COST  OF  REPAIB8  TO  DOOK& 

United  Statks  Navt-Tabd,  Vkw  Tokk, 

lift:  Tftrwofl  herewith  the  reports  received  from  the  Buresii  of  Tftrdo  mud  Docks 
upon  the  eost  of  lepairB  of  dry  docks,  irhieh  form  m  p«rt  (N)  of  the  mppeudixto  tiie 
Mort  of  "ttie  Bona  on  Dry  Docks. 

Tbe  reports  opon-tbe-present  condftion  of  the  Uniber  dry  docks  on  the  Atlantic 
Coast,  which  was  to  he  marked  O,  will  form  a  part  of  the  appendix  of  the  snpple- 
isents^  report  of  the  hoard,  now  in.pre|>aMbtion. 

very  respeotftiUyy  F.  M.  Buncb, 

Gseunodur^  17.  iS.  J^.,  Aii<sr  Jtaiisr  i2o«»^eiil^J)oelw. 

The  BuBBMsr  or  Tin  Katt, 


USnXKD  fi«41BB  NAVT-TAmD.  VMW  TOBK, 

iqMlasiftir  16,  JSS7. 

8n:  The  Bou€  on  Dry  Docks  reqnesto  that  it  heftimished  infismwtionv^Kaviing 
tb^enwieBee^  tfae'Eniean  of  Yards  and  Docks  as  to  the  relative  cost  of  repairs 
of  timber  and  stone  graving  docks  and  floating  docks ;  and  such  information  as  can 
be  fathered  from  its  files  regarding  the  sostof  r^airs  of  other  kinds  of  docks. 

"nie  hoard  further  requests  a  statement  of  opinion  and  experience  as  to  the  rela- 
tWe  mstile  of  grsfving  docks  oonetraDted  whow  of  timber,  or  etoue,  or  ooBoriite,  or 
of  tomhinattonaof  t&se  matsrials,  and  also  of 'floating  docks  oonetraoted  of  timber^ 
iioii,  and  steel. 

Very  respeotfdUy,  F.  M.  Buncb, 

Commodore,  'U,i8,  If.,  Senior  Member  Board  om  Drjf  Dooke, 

The  Ghixf  ov  Bubxau  of  Yards  and  Docks, 

ifasf  DquirfBiea^,  Woehimgion,  D,  Ot 


4»r  ACCOMPAKTmO  Bbpobss. 

PORTSMOOm,  N.  •& 

llie  tfanber  floatinff  dock  was  completed  November,  1861,  at  a  cost  of  $437,825,  and 
tbe  repairs  to  Jnne  §0, 1897,  have  amounted  to  $193,419.84,  or  approximately  $4,800 
peramram. 

Theeest  of  lepain  Ibrthe  yisals  endiiig  Jnne  30, 1866,  and  Jnne  30, 1867,  is  not  given. 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

The  stone  dry  dock  was  completed  Jnne  24, 1833,  at  a  cost  of  $677,089.98,  and  was 
cxteoded  dnring  1857-1860,  at  a  cost  of  $223,000.  The  repairs  from  1866  to  1887, 
ebarnied  to  thedook  proper^  amount  to  $62,001.77,  or  an  average  of  about  $2,500  per 
tnnnm. 

Tlie  cost  of  repairs  for  the  years  1876-77, 1886-87, 1888-89, 1889-90, 1884-95, 1895-96, 
is  not  given. 
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XBW  TOBK. 

The  granite  diy  dock  wm  completed  in  September,  1851,  at  a  ooet  of  $2,008,408.€L 

The  repairs  upon  the  dock  proper  for  the  years  of  which  the  records  are  at  hud 
haye  cost  $167,661.10,  or  aboat  $5,100  per  annum 

The  cost  of  repairs  for  the  years  1851-1862. 1865-66,  and  1890-91  is  not  giTen. 

The  dry  dock  No.  2  (timber)  was  completed  in  February,  1890,  at  a  ooet  of  $571,965.(tt. 

The  repairs  upon  the  dock  proper,  which  were  made  between  February,  1890,  and 
Jnne  30, 1897,  have  ooet  $l,9Kg2.29,  or  $283.18  per  annum. 

No  repairs  were  made  upon  the  dock  proper  for  the  first  two  yean  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  dock. 

By  reference  to  the  report  npon  the  present  condition  of  this  dock  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  dock  is  now  in  need  of  extensive  repairs. 

The  dry  dock  No.  3  (timber)  was  completed  April  7, 1897,  at  a  coal  of  $554,707.08^ 
and  is  now  under  repairs. 

LBAOUK  ISLAND,  PA. 

The  timber  dry  dock  was  completed  in  1891  at  a  cost  of  $660,000. 

The  repairs  upon  the  dock  proper,  which  were  made  between  1891  and  Jooe  90, 
1897,  have  cost  $10^326.76,  or  an  ayera^e  of  about  $2,000  per  annum. 

The  cost  of  repairs  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1896,  has  not  been  given. 

Sixty-four  thousand  dollars  has  been  appropriated  to  repair  this  dock  duxing  tbe 
eurrent  year. 

NOBFOLK,  TA. 

The  granite  dry  dock  was  completed  in  March,  1834,  at  a  cost  of  $943,076.73. 

The  total  repairs  fh>m  March,  1834,  to  June  30, 1882,  have  cost  $366,323.27,  or  « 
average  of  about  $7,500  per  annum. 

The  repairs  upon  the  dock  proper  which  have  been  made  between  June  90^  188S 
and  June  30, 1897,  have  cost  $18,775.68,  or  about  $1.400per  annum. 

The  cost  of  repairs  for  the  yean  ending  June  90, 1893,  and  June  80, 1894,  has  nt 
been  given. 

The  timber  dry  dock  was  completed  October  14, 1889,  at  a  cost  of  $496,981.87. 

The  repairs  upon  the  dock  proper  which  have  been  made  between  October  ] 
1889,  and  June  SO,  1897,  have  cost  $14,396.07,  or  about  $2,000  per  annum. 

The  cost  of  repairs  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1895,  nas  not  been  given. 

This  dock  la  now  undergoing  very  extensive  repairs,  estimated  cost  not  known. 

POBT  BOTAL,  B.  O. 

The  timber  diy  dock  was  eompleted  August  15, 1895,  at  a  cost  of  $621^569.89. 
The  repairs  upon  the  dock  proper  which  were  made  in  1896  and  1^  have  ec 
$4,262.59,  or  about  $2,100  per  annum. 


Washinqton,  D.  C,  Sepftmher  f7,  XS97^ 

8ib:  In  reply  to  board's  request  dated  15th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tm 
coat  of  repairs  of  the  docks  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Boston,  Mass.,  League  Island,  P^ 
Norfolk,  va.,  and  Port  Royal,  8.  G. 
The  data  is  very  inexact,  but  the  best  we  oan  do  in  the  time. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  O.  Matthxwb, 

CMrftf  Bwnam  Tard§  mtd  Dseb- 
Commodore  F.  M.  Buncb, 

Fteddmi  Dqf  IMk  Board,  If  mo  Twrh. 


Natt-Tabd,  VcfwnMovTBj  N.  H., 

Septamher  tS,  18S7, 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  Bureau  of  Tards  and  Docks'  letter  No.  5787,  Septemb« 
16, 1897, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  original  cost  and  expendituit 
for  repairs  on  the  floating  dry  dock  and  its  appendageo  at  this  station  ftt>m  the  iia 
of  its  completion  to  June  30,  1897. 

The  records  in  this  offloe  for  the  yean  1854-55-56  are  somewhat  incomplete,  sod 
have  taken  the  expenditures  for  these  years  flrom  Preble's  History  of  the  Portsmoat 
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VxvyYnd,  prepared  by  order  of  the  Navy  Department,  which  I  believe  to  be  authen- 
tic, 18  the  other  items  practically  coincide  with  the  office  records. 

The  charge  for  dred^g  appears  to  be  a  legitimate  charge  against  the  dock.    This 
VM  done  in  order  to  sink  the  dock  properly  and  did  not  belong  to  the  approaches  of 

the  gate. 

There  is  no  separate  charge  for  repairs  to  pumping  apparatus,  which  have  probably 
heen  charged  to  the  dock  with  the  other  repairs. 

Very  lespeetfully,  H.  B.  Robeson, 

Ctg^taim  U.  3.  N.,  Htad  Dtpturtmmi  Tttrd$  tmd  Dod^ 
The  ComiAMDAHT. 


United  States  Navy-Tabd,  Pobtsxouth.  N.  H., 

SepUmber  23j  1897. 

Btport  tikawing  iheooit  of  floating  dry  dook  amd  it$  oppmdagoo  to  Juno  SO,  1897. 

Original  cost  of  floating  dry  dock $437,326.00 

Cost  of  repairs  to  dry  dock  for  year  ending  June  30^ 

1853 $1,339.46 

18B4 2,142.76 

1856 4,481.82 

1«56 2,646.80 

1857 3,3iM.38 

1858 4  808.09 

1859 1,919.86 

I860 2,202.60 

1861 1279.88 

18g 1,888.67 

1863 1,633.97 

HS* ^ 2,857.60 

I85 8,851.29 

1868 , 2;  499. 14 

1869 1,960.81 

i£p 5,022.74 

JSl 2,250.26 

15? 2,807.74 

153 76,224.21 

J£^ 2,736.49 

f87$ 345.28 

*2J5 1,408.64 

?S2 »19«^ 

iS^ 1,020.61 

^ 6,668.67 

^ 9,089.76 

Si 1,351.82 

j^ 815.42 

1^ 331.60 

is* 620.92 

JS^ 251.86 

JS? 69.63 

iSI 1,229.66 

J^ 22,748.20 

139 315.07 

^ 1,270.14 

1^1 1,797.43 

1^ 174.92 

1883 402.86 

1894 72.19 

1895 6.08 

1898 355.68 

1897 10,416.46 

193,419.84 

Total  oost  to  June  SO,  1897 630,744.84 

S.  Doc.  212 7 
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BttHn,  railway f  and  pate, 

• 

Original  cost  of  baflin,  railway,  and  fi:ate $296^580.00 

OoBtof  repairs  on  dook  baein  for  year  ending  Jane  30 — 

ia56 $536.17 

1857 3,804.31 

1858 6,618.83 

l«5e 14,257.07 

.  I860.... - * 3,816.31 

1861 120.26 

28,«2.U 

Cost  of  repairs  on  railway,  etc.,  from  dock  for  year  ending 
June  30— 

1^66 16,288.60 

1867 14,723.80 

1889 6,853.7t 

1890 2,966,72 

40,832.88 

Total  cost  to  Juno  30,  1897 385,065.83 

f  =^ 

Cost  of  dredKing  in  iront  of  basin  for  year  ending  June  30 — 

1856 : 19,087.80 

1857 6,068.91 

1858 4,e58.tf 

Total 29,764.89 

RECAPITULATIOK. 
Floating  dry  dock : 

Original  cost $437,325.00 

Repairs 193,419.84 

$630,744.84 

Basin,  railwAy ,  and  gate : 

Original  cost 295,580.00 

Repairs  ion  baain .' 28,652.44 

Repai  rs  on  r  ai  1  w  ay 40, 832 .  88 

■ 866,e«.38 

Dredgingin  frontof  basin 29,764.89 

Total  eost  of  dry  dook  and  appendages 1, 025,675.06 

Repeotfully  submitted. 

H.  B.  ROBBflOK, 

Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Htad  Departmmi  Tar4$  ami  DmIi 


Navt-Yard,  Boston,  Mam., 

September  BS,  fS87. 

Sir:  In  oompllanoe  witb  the  cOtDmftUd&.nt's  thdoraement  on  bureau  letter  No. 
5787-97,  dated  September  16,  1897,  "  requesting  1a  dtatement  of  the  cost  of  dry  dock, 
and  repairs  to  same  since  its  comi^letion;  also,  to  specify  how  much  fdr  repain  to 
dock  proper,  pumping  plant,  caisson  or  gi&tes,  and  how  much  for  extension  to  dock," 
I  respectfully  submit  the  following  data,  collated  from  the  records  in  this  department: 

There  is  at  this  yard  ono  granite  dtone  dry  dock,  ftamished  with  swinging  gstci 
and  caiBson. 

There  is  cut  in  the  face  of  coping  at  the  head  of  this  dry  dook,  '^Comnrenced  lOtb 
July,  1827."     " Opened  24th  June,  1833." 

This  department  is  not  in  possession  Of  any  record  indicating  the  first  Cost  of  thii 
dry  dock;  a  copy  of  the  contract  for  the  first  pumping  engine, dated  November  4, 
1830,  intimates  the  units  of  cost  Of  the  various  kinds  of  metal  used  in  its  oon«tra^ 
tion,  but  conveys  no  iuforraation  te  to  Hie  total  cost.  There  is  bIbo  to  be  noted* 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Conimorlore  Morris,  U.  S.  N.,  to  Commodore  John  Rogers,  presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Navy  Conmiissioncrs,  under  date  of  July  2, 1830.  stating  that  si 
approved  account  of  "Mr.  Baldwin,  engineer  of  the  docks/' had  been  forwarded 
therewith. 

From  the  date  of  this  letter  and  until  1855  no  record  appears,  either  of  £Mst  of 
financial  exhibit,  pertaining  to  this  dock. 

During  1855-1857  a  new  steam  engine  was  installed  at  H  tsost  of  $20,^59.73. 
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The  exteoBioD  of  the  drv  dock  wm  undertaken  dnrine  1867-1800  at  a  ooet  of  $223,000. 

There  was  an  appropriation  made  for  "  Paving  ana  draininff  aronnd  dry  dock/' 
136,500  in  1863,  against  which  some  repointing  of  the  mason  work  was  chaxged,  to  an 
anknown  amonnt. 

The  following  schedule  ezhihits  in  conseoative  order,  hy  years,  the  only  amounts 
foond  eharged  against  the  dry  dock,  pnmping  plant,  and  caisson  and  gates. 


Yesr. 

Drydoek. 

Pumping 
plMt. 

Caiseonor 
gatei. 

18C6-<7 

$1,806.88 

8,157.10 

45.45 

6.608.10 

396.18 

206.64 

4.592.86 

3,886.01 

81,620.07 

52.26 

1867^ 

lW8-<i9 

JS6&-70 

1870-71 

1871-72 

l«72-73 

1873-74 

1874-75 

1875-76 

1876-77 

$406.76 

1877-78 

49.22 
228.16 
439.06 
287.00 
345. 39 
245. 02 
203.56 
7.00 
6.00 

187^79 

m»-m 

1»»-81 

1«^I^ 

1852-83 

1«U84 

l«U-«l 

$137.86 

U»h-<6 

l^fl6-jJ7 

826.20 

5,138.42 

11,608.88 

1,006.20 

423.14 

iis^a 

]m-9i 

1.200.48 

807.78 

635.10 

72.56 

1,1*27.27 
48,872.73 

i85e-9a 

275.00 
200.00 

1,001.08 

801.74 

232.21 

837.81 

60.25 

10.56 

li^95 

81,1.58 

11.66 

i89W7 

815.10 

154.84 

68,001.77 

58,764.00 

14,888^48 

Very  respectfnlly , 
Tlie  Ck>MMAin>Ai«T. 


J.  W.  Philip, 
Captain,  U.  8,  N.,  Head  of  Department  Farde  tmd  Doeke. 


United  Statss  Nayt-Tard,  Nbw  Tork, 

^epf0fii5er  fS5,  ^SI97, 

BiR:  In  compliance  with  harean^s  letter  'Ko.  5787,  of  September  16, 1897,  to  hare 
l^repared  and  submitted  as  soon  as  possible  the  cost  of  each  of  the  dry  docks  at  this 
Dftvy-yard,  with  the  cost  of  repairs  pat  upon  each  since  eompletion ;  stating  cost  of 
repairs  specifically  made  to  dry  dock  proper,  pumping  plants  caisson  or  gates,  and 
exteusion  of  dock  (if  any),  respectively,  with  dates  by  years,  of  such  expenditures, 
*tc.,  I  respectfully  report  as  follows: 

The  records  found  in  this  ofUce^  giving  the  data  required,  do  not  antedate  the  year 
186i>-61,  or  for  ten  years  next  succeeding  the  completion  of  the  granite  dr^  aook 
^0. 1,  and  the  cost  of  repairs  for  this  period  can  not,  therefore,  be  stated  m  tiiis 
Report. 

The  sTailable  data  have  been  compiled  from  the  annual  report,  beginning  with  the 
fiscal  year  1860-61,  which  is  the  oldest  copv'found  on  file  here;  but  the  data  are 
incomplete,  as  the  reports  for  1861-62  and  1865-66  state  no  account  of  expenditures 
of  aey  kind ;  those  for  1871-72  and  1872-73  and  1877-78  state  only  small  sums  expended 
^Dder  the  t^ular  repairs  appropriation  while  describing  a  considerable  amount  of 
^ork  aetually  done  under  other  appropriations,  the  cost  of  which  appears  to  have 
been  merged  in  the  gross  amounts  stated  as  expended  under  the  general  appropria- 
tions for  navy-yards,  etc.,  and  the  report  for  11^90-91  is  missing  u together.  It  has 
been  found  impossible  to  separate  the  cost  of  repairs  to  caisson,  gates,  etc.,  and 
(HRDping  plant  from  the  general  account  of  dry  dock  proper,  except  as  given  in  the 
roUowing  tabulated  statements: 

Dry  dock  No,  t, — From  Stuart's  Naval  Dry  Docks  it  is  found  that  this  deck  wns  com- 
nenced  in  S^tember,  1841,  and  completed  in  September,  1851,  at  a  net  cost  (includ- 
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ing  dock  proper,  gates,  caisson^  pumping  plant,  and  that  portion  only  of  the  granite 
engine  hoaae  now  bnilding,  No.  10,  oocnpied  by  the  pumping  plant)  of  $2,003,406.61 
(page  HI). 

Cost  of  repairs,  June  SO,  1860,  to  June  SO,  1897, 


Tmt. 

Dry  dock 
proper. 

Caisson, 
gales,  ete. 

PampiBf 
plant 

1860-61 

$827.  W 

(•) 
90.97 

1861-62 

(«) 
$11,141.96 
4,821.53 
8.24 

(a) 

6,641.98 
8,542.77 
2,135.30 

887.47 
4.811. 18 

836.14 
1,066.86 
6,417.65 

238.84 
1,654.01 
1,995.00 

588.21 
88.84 
18.52 

108.14 
1,358.21 
1,042.07 
1,928.62 

517.56 

676.88 

80,593.25 

57,368.69 

8,114.84 

4,840.80 

(a) 

1,234.89 
4,006.88 
2,85C.99 
1,451.50 
6,294.40 

963.98 

(a) 

1862-48 

1863-64 

1864-65 

1,244.82 
(•) 

(a) 

1865-66 

1866-67 

1867-68 

1868-69 

1869-70 

1870-71 

1871-72 

1872-78 

1873-74 

•••■•••••••••• 

1874-75 



1875-76 

1876-77  

1877-78 

1879-80 

1881-82 

1883-84 

20,814.72 

1885-86 

1887-88 

188(MN) 

(•) 

(«) 

1891-02 

188:{-04 

15&.80 

28,648.96 

98.68 

1895-96 



167,661.10 

51,87«w6i 



a  Missing. 
Oruid  total,  $219,427.74. 

Kon— A  new  steel  oaiason  was  bnllt  for  this  dook  in  1895-96,  at  a  oost  of  $28,805.78,  whieh  Is  tadaid 
tB  the  above  expenditures  of  that  year. 

Dry  dock  No.  t  {Umber), — ^This  dock  was  commenced  in  November,  1887,  and  oon- 
pleted  in  February.  1890  (per  tablet  in  pump  house),  at  a  cost,  per  oontFactoi'o  fisal 
Touchers,  June  4, 1890,  $571,956.03. 

Coei  of  repairs  June  SO,  1890,  to  June  SO,  1897. 


1880-91 

1891-02 

1882-88 

1893-94 

1894-96 

1895-96, 

1896>87 


Total. 


Dry  dook 
proper. 


$136.67 

1.74 

166.78 

43.12 

1.644.03 


1,082.29 


Caisson, 

gates,  etc. 


$1,S42.U 

825.56 

98.36 

82L84 

10, 824;  23 


12,706wl 


l,Q8i» 


erand  total,  $17,776.21.  ^, 

Nora.— The  sum  of  $11,220.91  Is  included  in  the  expenditures  for  1896-97,  as  the  eost  of  tf^^ 
repairs,  occasioned  by  the  accident  to  the  caisson  of  this  dock  August  8, 1896. 

Dry  doek  No,  S  (Mm(er).— -This  dock  was  commenced  in  January,  1893,  and  aoeepted 
April  7, 1897,  at  a  cost  of  $554,707.08,  and  is  now  under  repairs. 
Veiy  respectftilly, 

A.  O.  Mkkocal, 
CMl  Enffhtser,  UnUei  SUOee  if«q^ 


i 
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UNirKD  Statbs  NAYT-TABn,  Lkaous  Island,  Pa., 

September  iO,  1897. 

Sir:  In  oompliance  with  bnrean  letter  No.  5787-1897,  of  the  16th  instant,  I  hmv 
tbe  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  the  dry  dock  at  this  naTj- 
f  sid,  with  cost  of  repairs  to  the  several  parts,  itemized  as  per  said  letter. 
Very  reepectfnlly, 

C.   C.   WOLOOTT, 

OMI  J^^aaar,  U.  8.  N.,  in  Charge  eS  En(fineerim§  Werh. 

The  COMMANDAIIT. 


SUftement  of  tJb«  oofi  ef  ike  dry  doc^  a<  thU  navff-jfard,  with  eeet  eS  rapoirt  ie  tks  etnereX 

parti  itemized  at  per  said  letter. 


lOl. 
189S. 

)m. 

U97. 


Total 


OiislnBl  ooet 
of  dry  dock. 


$560,000.00 


550,000.00 


Coat  of 
pain  to  dry 
aock  proper. 


$60.00 
6,140.18 
4,912.00 

100.06 
64, 124. 57 


74.826.76 


Bepairato 

pumping 

plant. 


$180.00 
877.88 
418.68 


2,656.00 


8,638.61 


Bepairato 
oaiaaon. 


$113.66 


118.68 


•  SUty-four  thooaand  dollars  for  new  oonorate  coping  for  dry  doek.    Work  not  yet 

8X7MMABY. 

Original  eoaiofdiy  doek $560,000.00 

liepairs  to  dry  doek  proper 74,326.76 

Bepairt  to pnmplng plant  ......•••. ...•••..       8,632.51 

Bepain  to  ealaaon •..  118.68 

Total ^ $688,072.98 


Navy-Yard,  Nobfouc,  Va., 

September  $4, 1897. 

Sr:  As  directed  by  Bnrean  letter  No.  5787/97,  dated  September  16, 1897, 1  forward 
herewith  statement  showing  the  cost  of  the  granite  and  timber  dry  docks  at  this 
navy-yard  to  Jnne  SO,  1897. 

In  relation  to  the  granite  dock,  will  state  that  the  original  cost  was  taken  from 
the  report  contained  m  ''  Stewartrs  Naval  Dry  Docks  of  the  United  States,"  and  the 
repairs  between  the  years  1834  and  1882  have  been  assumed  to  be  the  difference  between 
the  origimJ  cost  and  the  total  cost  to  Jnne  30,  1882,  as  shown  by  the  reports  of  the 
eommission  on  navy -yards  of  which  Commodore  S.  B.  Lace,  U.  S.  N.,  was  president, 
dated  December  1, 1883. 

There  are  no  records  in  this  office  which  show  the  cost  of  repairs  between  the 
yean  1884  and  1807,  all  papers  and  books  having  been  destroyed  dnring  the  late 
war. 


Very  reepeotfdlly, 
Rsspeotftilly  f orwairded. 


The  CoMMAin>Ainv 

Naey-Tardy  Norfolk,  Va. 


P.  C.  ASSBRSOK, 

CMt  Engineer,  U.  &  if. 

W^     TIT     MSA]> 

Commander,  U.  5.  iT.,  ^oliii^  cfopiain  of  tike  Yurd. 


Rq^of  original  eoet  of  the  granite  dry  dock,  located  at  the  Norfolk  Navy^yard,  oott  of 
repairs  to  June  SO,  1882,  and  yearly  from  June  SO,  1888,  to  June  SO,  1897. 

Original  cost  (completed  in  March,  1834) $943,070.73 

Cost  of  repairs,  March  24  to  Jane  30,  1882 350,323.27 

Cost  of  repairs  to  Jane  30, 1883: 

Dock $03.04 

Caisson,  etc 08.79 

Pomping  plant 197.01 
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Cost  of  rrspttirs  to  June  30, 1884 : 

Dook:. $142.14 

Caisson,  eto OILSS 

Pumping  plant 8^718.81 

|8^74LeB 

Cost  of  rspain  to  June  30, 1885 : 

Dock 815.33 

Cai860D,eto 128.32 

Pumping  plant 684^06 

1,877.75 

Cost  of  repairs  to  June  30, 1886: 

Dock * 64.OT 

Caisson,  etc 8.00 

Pumping  plant 144.12 

2(&69 

Cost  of  Tepsin  to  JnneSO,  1887: 

C«iB8on,  Otc 13.00 

Pumping  plant 1,686.08 


Cost  of  repairs  to  June  30, 1888: 

Dock 236.76 

Caisson,  etc 2,884.07 

Pumping  plant 862.30 

3^682.13 

Costof  repaixBto  JuneSO,  1889:   'Dook  .......^ .« 884.® 

Cost  of  repairs  to  June  30, 1890 : 

Dock T7.a 

Pumping  plant 10.88 

ttS 

Cost  of  repairs  to  June  30, 1891 : 

Dock 25.19 

Caisson,  etc .« 288.08 

Pumpingplant 2.98 

2W.74 

Cost  of  repairs  to  Juno  30, 1892 : 

Dock 156.97 

Pumpingplant 112.36 

26BLS 

Cost  of  repairs  to  June  30, 1895 : 

Dock B65.12 

Cai«Bon,*eto 87.88 

Caisson  (new) 26,260;08 

Pumpfngplant 40.00 

2^«B.« 

CoBtofrepairsto  June30,1896:    Dook 16^7I4.7J 

Cost  of  repairs  to  June  30, 1897 : 

Dook 9.12 

Caisson,  etc 262. 6S 

27L66 


««*aa«*.^.«a 


Total 1,361,  410l« 

• 

BXCAPITULATiON. 

Granite  cfasy  dook $1,818; 778.68 

CaisMiis  or  floatiiq;  gata .^ 90,64«.9 

Pumpingplant ..— ..  12;i€B.06 

Total ^^^ 1,361, 4Sa6S 

'Mm&fi  ^f  mig^al  oott  of  the  timh^  I9ry  d^>ck  tocttted  at  tie  Wo^foUs  ^wy-TrntT,  wM' 
laneous  items  o(mwctedfHfhrem&valf>f  haiWuffsfrom  Mie  vf  wame,yay  nf  tmUffd^t 
and  yearly  coat  of  repaira  ainoe  date  of  oompleHon, 

Original  cost  (completed  October  14,1889) fi86,981.ff 

Miscellaneous  items  (cleaning,  site,  etc.) 7,998.* 

Cost  of  repairs  to  June  80,  i8w>: 

Dock $967.43 

Pumpingplant 486.18 

1,378.66 
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Cott  of  lepain  to  June  SO,  1891: 

Dock $38.60 

Pumping  plftiit 6.60 

$S9.90 

Cost  of  Topain  to  Jane  90^  18M: 

Dock 356.76 

GaiBmi 1,012.99 

Pumping  plftnt 838.53 

1,707.27 

€oil  of  lepsin  to  Juno  SO,  1888: 

Dock 801.54 

Pamping  plant 87.38 

*  888.98 

tek  of  Topain  to  Jono  80, 1894: 

Dock 315.09 

Pumping  plant 5,134.60 

6, 449. 69 

CMlof  lopairato  Jane80,1896:  Dock 1,784.67 

1, 784. 67 

Cost  of  repaiTB  to  Jane  80, 1897 : 

Dock 11,106.42 

CauBon 519.88 

Pamping  plant 2,390.31 

14,015.56 

Total 586,188.98 

RSCAPITULATION. 

Timber  dry  dock 680^388.62 

Caiuon  or  floating  gate 1,632.82 

Pompisg  plant' 8,312.64 

Gxand  total «... ^ 58l^l». 


United  8tatb8  Naval  Statiom, 

Port  Bojtal,  S.  C,  S4piember  iO,  1897. 

Sn:  In  eompliance  with  Boieaa's  6878, 1897,  of  lOth  instant,  the  coat  of  the  dry 
doek  at  thia  station  and  repaiza  to  same  since  completed  is  respeotf ally  submitted. 
Very  reapeotfallj^ 

QxoBOB  Magkat,  OMlEngineetf  U.£L2i. 

TbeCQlIlfAlfPAVT. 


iSlafwuMt  i/ootl  qf  d^  doekmud  wyatn  to  sasia, 

totofooBStraotion.... $499^999.  IB 

Pfeid  contractor  for  loss  and  damage  by  cyclone  of  1893 18,621.42 

8,079.34 


Total 621^ 

Ifepain: 

Dock  proper— 

lSi6 $942.20 

1897 8,820.39 

Caisson— 

1896 294.66 

1896 308.99 

1897  177.78 

Pomping  pUmt — 

1J«5 375.21 

1806 304.86 

170.60 

6^889.88 

, 627,489.47 
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Exhibit  No.  4, 

FOR  A  DRY  DOCK  AT  ROUND  BAY. 
Goyemor  Lowndes  sends  a  message  to  the  senate  in  advocaey  of  it. 

Annapolis,  Md.,  January  24. — ^Governor  Lowndes  sent  to  the  senate  to-day  a 
message  relative  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the  citj  council  of  Annapolis  relatisi 
to  the  desired  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Representatives  in  Congress  from  Marylaiil 
looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  dry  dock  at  Round  Bay,  for  the  purpose  of  doek- 
ing  and  repairing  vessels  of  the  United  States  Navy.  The  governor,  in  his  messafey 
says : 

**  The  document  accompanying  this  message  (the  resolutions  of  the  council)  showi 
fully  the  need  of  such  a  dock  as  is  proposed,  and  the  advantages  of  the  locatioD 
mentioned,  and  in  suggesting  action  on  the  part  of  your  bodies  in  this  behalf  I  naed 
only  say  that  recently  the  United  States  Government  has  had  to  send  one  of  its  larg- 
est vessels  to  Nova  Scotia  to  be  docked,  for  the  reason  that  we  had  no  dock  aeceaii- 
bly  located  which  was  large  enough  for  the  punpose.  I  therefore  suggest  that  a 
Joint  resolution  be  passed  reqaesting  Maryland's  Representativea  in  Cougress  to  om 
their  best  efforts  in  this  behalf,  and  in  such  resolution  it  might,  in  view  of  the  gnat 
advantages  which  would  accrue  to  our  own  people,  be  prooer  to  pledge  for  the  State 
of  Maryland  the  dedication  of  the  necessary  land  to  the  United  States  Govemmeot 
for  the  purposes  required.  As  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  document,  a  bill 
appropriating  $1,500,000  for  this  purpose  has  already  been  introduced  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  by  Senator  Gorman,  and  I  deem  it  as  peculiarly  important  that 
your  bodies  should  take  prompt  and  appropriate  steps  looking  to  the  accomplidh 
ment  of  the  desired  object." 

State  of  Martlamd,  Exbcutivs  Depabtmsht, 

Annapolia,  January  £4, 1898, 

T»  ike  HoMraible  the  Omternl  Aseemhly  of  Maryland : 

Gbntlembn:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  resolutions  passed  by  the  city  oonii' 
eil  of  Annapolis  relative  to  desired  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Representatives  ftom 
Marylaoid,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a 
dry  dock  at  Round  Bay,  on  the  Severn  River,  for  the  pnrpose  of  docking  andrspai^ 
ing  vessels  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

The  document  accompanying  this  message  shows  fiilly  the  need  of  anch  a  dock  ai 
is  proposed,  and  the  advantages  of  the  location  mentioned,  and  in  suggesting  actios 
on  the  P&rt  of  your  bodies  in  this  behalf,  I  need  only  say  that  recentiy  the  Unitad 
States  Government  has  had  to  send  one  of  its  largest  vessels  to  Nova  Scotia  to  be 
docked  for  the  reason  that  we  have  no  dock  accesaibly  located  which  was  large 
enough  for  the  pnrpose. 

I  therefore  suggest  that  a  Joint  resolution  be  passed  requesting  Maryland's  Eepn- 
aentatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  best  efforts  in  this  behalf,  and  in  such  resolatios 
it  might,  in  view  of  the  great  advantage  which  would  accrue  to  our  people,  be  proper 
to  pledge  for  the  State  of  Maryland  the  dedication  of  the  necessary  land  to  tbe 
United  States  Government  for  the  purposes  required. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  document,  a  bill  appropriating;  $1,600,000  for 
this  purpose  has  already  been  introduced  in  the  Senate  of  the  Umted  Statea  by 
Senator  Gorman,  and  I  deem  it  of  peculiar  importance  that  your  bodies  should  take 
prompt  and  appropriate  steps  looking  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  desired  objeot 

BespectfuUy  snbmiited. 

LiiOTD  LowKDSS,  GeMnwr. 


Exhibit  Ko.  6. 

JOINT  BBSOLUTIONS  and  memoriBl  of  the  gmeral  assembly  of  the  State  of  MaiyhM^  ti  Ontgna 
to  improve  the  Severn  River,  in  Msryland,  and  to  establish  a  national  naval  dry  dock  theceoa. 

Whereas  under  date  of  November  15,  1897,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  bii 
annual  report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1897,  recited  that 
the  most  urgent  need  of  the  naval  service,  on  that  date,  was  an  inoreaae  of  natal 
docking  facilities,  the  lack  of  which  he  declared  Congress  shoold  remedy  at  tbo 
earliest  moment  jpossible,  because  the  necessity  therefor  waa  imperatlTe;  and  alio 
recited  that  the  Government  then  owned  only  11  dry  docks— 9  on  the  Atlantic  and) 
on  the  Pacific— 7  being  of  timber  and  4  of  stone,  and  that  very  &w  of  the  larger 
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doelu  on  the  Atlantic  were  in  a  condition  proper  for  effective  nse,  so  mnch  so  in 
Aogast,  1897,  as  to  necessitate  his  sending  tiie  U.  8.  battle  ship  Indiana  to  Halifax, 
Nova  Sootia,  to  be  there  docked  on  an  English  dry  dock,  of  which,  he  further  recited, 
that  Great  Britain  then  owned  611,  28  of  which  accommodate  first-class  battle  ships, 
14  of  which  ships  could  at  one  time  be  docked  in  the  two  dock  yards  of  Chatham 
md  Portsmontb,  England,  alone  (at  which  two  yards  all  the  dry  docks  are  of  stone), 
iod 

Whereas,  under  date  of  December  6, 1897,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
his  regular  message  to  Con^restt,  emphasized  this  condition  of  naval  affairs,  by  re- 
porting *^that  it  was  an  unfortunate  fact  that  there  was  on  that  date  only  one  Gov- 
Bmmentdry  dock  on  the  Pacific  coast  capable  of  docking  onr  largest  ships  of  war, 
ind  only  one  ou  the  Atlantic  coast  of  similar  capacity,  and  that  the  latter  had  been 
nsdergoiDg  repairs  for  the  last  six  or  seven  months,  and  Wiw  then  incapable  of 
public  use/'  and  recommended  that  Congress  take  immediate  steps  to  provide  three 
IT  four  new  dry  docks  on  the  Atlantic  capable  of  docking  our  largest  ships  of  war; 
ind 

Whereas,  under  date  of  December  9,  1897,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  unani- 
nously  adopted  a  resolntion  (Senate  No.  187,  introduced  by  Senator  Chandler,  ex- 
^cretary  of  the  Navy)  directinj*  its  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the 
needs  of  the  Navy  for  additional  docks  and  eonceruing  the  proper  location  of  any 
new  stationary  dry  docks,  and  to  duly  investigate  other  public  matters  in  connection 
therewith:  and 

Where^  under  date  of  December  14,  1897,  there  was  introduced  in  the  United 
States  Senate,  by  Senator  Gorman,  Senate  bill  No.  2778^  having  for  its  object  to 
rsake  an  appropriation  of  money  with  which  to  properly  improve  the  Severn  liiver, 
in  this  State,  and  to  construct  a  first-class  naval  dry  dock  thereon,  nt  its  head  on 
Sbuud  Bay,  capable  of  docking  any  of  our  ships  of  war  of  the  maximum  number  of 
tons  displacement ;  and  in  support  of  and  to  accompany  his  said  bill  he  also  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  the  resolutions  and  memoiial  to  Congress  adopted  by  the  city 
eoancil  of  Annapolis,  Md.,  adducing  numerous  valid  reasons  why  Congress  should 
at  (his  time  favorably  consider  all  the  matters  so  recited  in  said  bill,  and  all  of 
which,  upon  his  motion,  have  since  been  printed  as  Senate  Doc.  No.  21,  Fifty-fifth 
Congiess,  second  session ;  and 

Whereas  the  special  requirements  of  a  site  for  a  Government  dry  dock,  as  formu- 
lated by  the  Navy  Department,  and  as  reported  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
hy  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  his  said  annual  report,  will  obtain,  in  a  preeminent 
degree,  at  Kound  Bay,  at  the  head  of  the  Severn  River,  in  this  State,  whenever  said 
liver  shall  have  been  improYed,  as  contemplated  in  said  Senate  bill  No.  2778,  and 
which  requirements  are: 

I.  A  situation  upon  a  good  harbor  of  sufficient  tixe,  depth,  and  accessibility  for 
Tee^els  of  the  largest  size  and  heaviest  draft; 

II.  A  iavorable  position  with  respect  to  the  principal  lines  of  defense ; 

III.  A  local  security  from  water  attack,  due  to  position  and  natural  surroundings; 

IV.  Ample  water  firontage  of  sufficient  depth  and  performance,  and  with  currents 
of  moderate  rapidity ; 

V.  A  favorable  position  with  respect  to  the  lines  of  interior  communication  (by 
tail  or  otherwise)  with  the  principal  sonroee  of  supply; 

VI.  That  the  character  of  the  ground  shall  be  suitable  for  the  construction  of 
excavated  docks  and  btisins  and  for  heavy  stmetures ; 

VII.  Proximity  to  centers  of  labor  and  supplies  of  material ; 

Vin.  Healthiness  of  the  climate  and  its  suitability  for  outdoor  labor; 
IX.  The  existence  in  the  vicinity  of  an  ample  supply  of  good  potable  water;  and 
Whereas  the  governor  of  this  State,  on  January  24, 1898,  transmitted  to  the  hon- 
orable general  assembly  of  Maryland  a  special  message  in  writing  in  reference  to 
Ihis  matter,  reciting  in  terms  both  forcible  and  commendatory  why,  in  view  of  its 
pecnliar  imiK>rtance,  action  prompt  and  appropriate  shonld  be  had  in  this  matter, 
tn  order  to  secure  the  accomplishment  of  the  desired  object;  and  which  message  is 
«■  follows,  to  wit: 

"Btatb  or  Maryulmd,  Exxcutiyb  Department, 

"Annapolis,  January  24,  1898, 
**T9ike  konordble  the  General  Aeeemhljf  of  Maryland. 

"QvxTLEUEJSf:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  resolutions  passed  by  the  city 
eoancil  of  Annapolis  relative  to  the  desired  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Representa- 
Mves  firom  Maryland  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  looking  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  dry  dock  at  Round  Bay,  on  the  Severn  River,  for  the  purpose  of  docking 
ud  repairing  vessels  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

"The  document  accompanying  this  message  shows  fully  the  need  of  such  a  dock  as 
ii  proposed  and  the  advantages  of  the  locality  mentioned,  and  in  suggesting  action 
HI  the  part  of  your  bodies  in  this  behalf  I  need  only  say  that  recently  the  United 
states  CkyYemment  has  had  to  send  one  of  its  largest  vessels  to  Nova  Scotia  to  be 
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docked  for  the  reason ;  that  we  had  no  dock  aoceaaibly  located  which  wai  lirg» 
enoagh  for  the  purpose.  ^ 

"1  therefore  suggest  that  a  joint  resolution  be  passed  requesting  .Maryland's  np- 
resentatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  best  efforts  in  this  behalf,  and  in  such  resolntion 
it  might,  in  view  of  the  great  advantage  which  would  accrue  to  our  people,  be 
proper  to  pledge  for  the  State  of  Maryland  the  dedication  of  the  necessary  laad  to 
the  United  States  Goyemment  for  the  purposes  required. 

"As  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  document,  a  bill  appropriating  $1,500,000 
for  this  purpose  has  already  been  introduced  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by 
Senator  Genu  an,  and  I  deem  it  of  peculiar  importance  that  your  bodies  should  tske 
prompt  and  appropriate  steps  looking  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  desired  ol^eet 

''Respectfully  submitted. 

Llotd  LowNDBSy  Q^vtmor/' 

And, 

Whereas  all  said  matters  so  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Pnai* 
dent  and  by  the  President  so  reported  to  Congress,  and  so  recited  in  said  Senate 
resolution,  Senate  bill,  and  memorial,  and  in  said  special  message  of  the  governor  of 
this  State,  are  of  the  highest  State  and  national  importance,  entitling  (hem  to  the 
serious  attention  and  immediate  action  of  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  and  of 
Congress;  therefore 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  aeAeral  aeeemhlff  of  Maryland,  That  the  Senate  and  the  Hoose  of 
Representatives  of  tne  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  be,  sod 
they  are  hereby,  respectfully  requested  to  take  immediate  action  in  the  matter  of 
the  said  needed  improvement  of  the  Severn  River,  and  of  the  est-ablishment  tfaeren 
of  a  national  naval  dry  dock,  as  described  and  designated  in  said  Senate  bill  No. 
2778  and  in  said  Senate  Doc.  No.  21,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  and  to  tbii 
end  that  Congress,  now  in  session,  may  make  an  appropriation  of  money  adeqnats 
to  the  due  completion  of  said  improvement  of  said  river,  and  of  the  oonstmction  of 
said  national  naval  dry  dock,  as  the  same  are  recited  in  said  Senate  bill  No.  2778 
and  in  said  Senate  Doc.  No.  21. 

Be  it  further  resolvedf  That  the  Senators  and  Representatives  now  in  Congress  fton 
this  State  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  respectfully  requested  to  zealously  urge  opoa 
their  respective  Houses  the  due  importance  of  said  national  works,  as  recited  in  said 
Senate  bill  No.  2778,  and  in  all  proper  ways  to  aid  in  seouring,  during  the  Fifty-fifth 
Congress,  an  appropriation  of  monejr  adequate  to  the  final  completion  of  all  tbereol 

Be  U  iHll  further  reeolved,  That»  in  view  of  the  great  advantage  which  wonld 
accrue  to  our  people,  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  hereby  pledges,  for  ths 
State  of  Maryland,  the  dedication  of  the  necessary  land  to  the  United  States  Gof- 
emment  for  the  purposes  required. 

Be  it  still  further  resolved.  That  the  seeveta^  of  state  of  this  State  be,  and  he  ii 
hereby,  respectfully  requested  to  transmit,  under  the  seal  of  this  State,  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  now  in  Congress  from 
Maryland,  with  the  request  that  they  lay  the  same  before  their  respective  Uooiai 
for  the  information  of  Congress,  and  in  support  of  the  meritorious  public  measnrei 
recited  in  said  Senate  bill  No.  2778,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  aession,  the  pssM 
of  which  bill  by  this  Congress  is  hereby  respectfully  and  urgently  requested  by  tse 
general  assembly  of  Maryland. 

Oiyan  under  our  hands  thla  Sd  day  of  M«roh,  1898. 

liOUIB  SOBAXnBB, 

JSpmikmr  of  ihe  Houee  qf  Delegaks, 
J.  Wirt  RAiroAm 


BXHIBIT  U^O.  6, 
COURSE  IN  NAVAL  CONSTRUCTION. 

Important  branoh  introduced  this  year  at  the  Annapolis  Academy. 

Annapolis,  Md.,  December  2S. — ^The  course  of  instruction  laid  out,  for  the  naval 
oadets  who  are  studying  naval  construction  No.  1  at  the  Naval  Academy,  the  braodi 
introduced  at  the  begiuuineof  the  present  academic  year,  is  a  broad  aud  liberal  dims 
going  into  every  feature  oi  the  modern  naval  warahip,  with  kindred  informatioD  of 
a  political  and  statistical  nature  bearing  on  the  navies  of  nations  and  their  constit- 
uent elemeuts.    The  course  will  cover  a  period  of  three  years. 

In  the  first  year  there  will  be  an  introduction  to  the  course,  with  general  subjects, 
showing  the  importance  of  shipbuilding,  and  what  part  shipbuilding  has  playe^l  in 
the  life  of  nations.    The  design  of  a  ship,  its  method  of  construction,  the  skeletos, 
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like  keel,  the  coverinf^  of  t^e  warship,  amior  fittingB,  and  tapportSi  and  erery  detail 
of  the  ship  will  be  taken  np. 

In  the  becoud  year  there  will  be  a  brief  review  of  the  first  year's  work,  the  ship's 
lesign,  features  of  shipyard  procednre,  comparative  oonstmction  for  different  types 
}f  vessels,  boats  ^nd  anchors,  and  lannohing. 

In  ^e  third  year  there  wiU  be  a  brief  review  of  the  whole  field  of  work  and  an 
»ntline  of  the  work  of  the  third  year.  The  ship's  design  will  i>e  then  completed, 
rhieb  will  be  followed  by  comparative  constrnction  for  different  nations.  This  will 
iDclade  the  interestinfi^  study  of  naval  policies  and  estimates  of  naval  strength.  The 
naterials  of  oonstmction  of  vessels  will  be  considered,  corrosion  and  fonang,  care' 
md  preservation,  docks  and  docking,  tonnage  of  vessels  and  ganging  them,  plant  to 
toild  ships,  estimates  for  building  ships,  aoministration  and  organization  in  Navy 
[)epartment. 

In  the  first  year  naval  architecture  is  also  taken  up,  inolading  ship  calculations, 
pUttoal  stability,  dynamical  stability,  effect  of  the  alteration  of  weights,  floating 
lerricks,  docks,  pontoons,  and  air  bags,  including  exx>eriment,  use  of  mmiel,  docking, 
^luiding,  hauling  up,  and  heaving  down. 

In  the  seoond  year  the  conrse  will  also  take  in  a  review  and  ontline  of  the  coming 
irork,  the  surfaces  of  buoyancy,  flotation,  and  of  slices.  Also  nymmetrical,  oompli- 
meiitaiT^.  and  snpplementary  surfaces.  Resistance  in  all  its  phases  \\  ill  be  shown, 
md  railing  in  stiA  water  considered. 

The  third  year  will  begin  with  review  of  work  and  outline  of  the  year's  work,  tha 
fcorning  of  the  ship  in  all  its  motions  and  parts ;  propnlsiou  of  vessels  will  be  investi- 
gated, together  with  vibration.  The  first  year  will  also  take  up  practical  work  in 
(be  drawmg  office,  and  will  be  continued  each  year  of  the  oourae. 


Exhibit  No.  7. 

[a  2528,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  MMloa.1 

Ml.  Hale  introduced  the  following  bill;  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Oommitlee  on  Naval  Affairs: 

A  BILL  tor  the  oonstmction  of  dry  docks  »t  Portsmonth,  New  Hampshirei  Boston,  Maasachusettsi 
ll^deni,  I^aaisinna;  and  Maro  Island,  California;  for  the  eniargement  and  iinproYumeut  of  dry 
docks  at  Urookiyu,  Kcw  York;  at  League  Island,  Fennsylvania,  luid  Norfolk,  Virginia;  and  for  ths 
ttBstraction  of  a  wharf  st  Port  Boyal,  South  Carolina. 

Be  U  emacted  by  iks  Senais  and  House  of  Beprosontativoa  of  the  United  States  of  America 
m  Cemgrtee  aesembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  autbor- 
aed  to  enter  into  contract  for  the  construction,  after  public  advertisement,  for  naval 
^rposes,  of  the  following  drj'  docks: 

At  the  navy-yard,  Portsmouth, New  Hampshire,  a  concrete  or  stone  dry  dock  about 
Ive  honibred  feet  in  length,  the  total  cost  of  said  dry  dock  not  to  exceed  one  million 
feow  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  is 
Mreby  appropriated  toward  the  commencement  of  said  work. 

At  ue  navy-yard,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  a  concrete  or  stone  dry  dock,  about  seven 
knndxed  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  the  total  cost  of  said  dry  dock  not  to  exceed  one 
Kiillion  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  and  the  sum  of  five  baudred 
iioosand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  toward  the  conimen cement  of  said  work. 

At  Algiers,  Louisiana,  a  steel  floating  dry  dock  capable  of  lifting  a  vessel  of  fifteen 
^ousand  tons  displacement  and  at  least  twenty -seven  feet  draft,  the  total  cost  of 
laid  dry  dock,  ineluding  moorings  and  wharf,  not  to  exceed  seven  hundred  and  fift^ 
iionsand  dollars ;  and  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropri- 
4ed  toward  the  eommencement  of  said  work. 

At  the  naTjr-yard,  Mare  Island,  California,  a  concrete  or  stone  dry  dock  abont  five 
k«ndred  leet  in  leneth,  the  total  cost  of  said  dry  dock  not  to  exceed  one  million  one 
kundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  and  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
*  hereby  appropriated  toward  the  commencement  of  said  work:  Provided j  That  no 
hart  of  sneh  impropriation  shall  become  available  until  Congress  shall  have  anthor- 
%ed  the  deepening  of  the  channel  in  the  approsohes  to  said  navy-yard,  through  San 
Vblo  Bay,  so  as  to  admit  vessels  of  twenty-eight  feet  draft,  and  the  widening  of  said 
liannel  to  a  minimum  of  one  thousand  feet. 

8£C.  2.  That  for  the  purposes  of  improving  the  dry-dock  facilities  for  the  use  of  the 
^svy,  the  enlargement  of  existing  dry  docks  is  authorized,  as  follows: 

At  the  navy-yard,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  the  fitting  of  timber  dry  dock  number 
wo  with  a  ooncrete  entrance,  and  the  widening  of  such  dock  sufiiciently  to  accom- 
nedate  the  largest  vessels  of  the  Navy,  the  total  cost  of  such  improvement  and 

9.  Doe.  «1 — SI 


Skc.  3.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  ^uvy  may  empluy  and  pay  out  of  theapp 
tions  for  dry  docks  aatborized  by  this  Act  such  additional  expert  aids,  dra 
writers,  and  copyists  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  preparation  of  the  plans  and 
cations  therefor. 

Skc.  4.  That  subject  to  the  conditiont  hereinbefore  set  forth,  Che  appropi 
authorized  by  this  Act  are  made  immediately  available. 


Exhibit  No.  8. 

[H.  B.  4371,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.) 

a*--^  Mr.  Londenslager  introduced  the  followinf^  bill;  which  was  referred  to  th 

^  -^  mittee  on  Naval  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

(  A  BILL  for  the  constrnotion  of  dry  docks  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hsmpshire;  Boston,  Msaasc 

Algiers,  Louisiana,  and  Mare  Island,  CaUfomia;  for  the  enlargement  and  improvemcmtof  d 
!L^  At  Brooklyn,  Now  York;  at  League  Island,  Pennsylvania,  and  Norfolk,  Virginia:  and 

construction  of  a  wharf  at  Port  Boyal,  South  Carolina. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepreseniatives  of  the  United  Statee  of  ^ 
in  Congrese  assembledy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be.  and  he  hereby  is. ) 
ized  to  enter  into  contract  for  the  construction,  after  public  advertisement,  fo 
purposes,  of  the  following  dry  docks : 

At  the  navy-yard,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  a  concrete  or  stone  dry  doc] 
five  hundred  feet  in  length,  the  total  cost  of  said  dry  dock  not  to  exceed  one 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  do 
hereby  appropriated  toward  the  commencement  of  said  work. 

At  the  navy-yard,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  a  concrete  or  stone  dry  dock  abou 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  the  total  cost  of  said  dry  dock  not  to  exec 
million  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  and  the  sum  of  five  h 
thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  toward  the  commencement  of  said  « 

At  Algiers,  Louisiana,  a  steel  floating  dry  dock  capable  of  liftin.jr  a  vessel  oi 
thousand  tons  displacement  and  at  least  twenty-seven  feet  draft,  the  total 
said  dry  dock,  including  moorings  and  wharf,  not  to  exceed  seven  hundred  ai 
thousand  dollars;  and  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  ap 
ated  toward  the  oommencement  of  said  work. 

At  the  navy-yard.  Mare  Island,  California,  a  concrete  or  stone  dry  dock  ab< 
hundred  feet  in  length,  the  total  cost  of  said  dry  dock  not  to  exceed  one  mill 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand 
is  hereby  appropriated  toward  the  conmiencement  of  said  work :  Provided,  1 
part  of  such  appropriation  shall  become  available  until  Congress  shall  have  i 
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AMommodate  the  largest  veflMls  of  ilia  Navy,  fhe  total  ooat  of  taoh  improyement 
and  enlargement  not  to  exceed  two  hondred  and  eighty-six  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fift;^-flix  dollars,  which  sum,  or  so  mnoh  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby 
appropriated  therefor. 

At  &e  navy-yard,  Norfolk.  Virginia,  the  lengthening  of  the  granite  dock  one  hnn- 
drad  and  fifty  feet,  at  a  total  oost  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  %nd  sixty  thousand 
dollars,  which  sum,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated 
therefor. 

At  Port  Boyaly  South  Carolina,  the  constmction  of  a  wharf  ad|Joining  the  timber 
dry  dock,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  which  sum,  or  so 
mnch  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  therefor. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  employ  and  pay,  out  of  the  appro- 
priations tor  dry  docks  authorized  by  this  Act,  such  additional  expert  aids,  drafts- 
men, writers,  and  copyists  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  preparation  of  the  plans  and 
apeeifications  therefor. 

Ssc.  4.  TUat,  subject  to  the  conditions  hereinbefore  set  forth^  the  appropriations 
authorised  by  this  Act  are  made  immediately  available. 


Exhibit  BTo.  9. 

THE  KEY  TO  WASHINGTON. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  after  the  attack  on  the  Massachusetts  regiment  in  Bal- 
timore at  the  beginning  of  the  war  Qen.  B.  F.  Butler  was  ordered  to  Washington. 
Instead  of  going  through  Baltimore  he  embarked  bis  troops  at  Perry ville,  on  tlie 
Soaqnehanna,  and  went  thence  to  Annapolis,  at  the  Naval  Academy,  which  he  made 
the  base  of  his  operations  in  rea(*hing  Washinffton.  This  movement  was  made  in 
disregard  of  his  orders,  for  by  them  he  was  directed  to  proceed  to  Washington 
through  Baltimore.  The  reason  General  Butler  came  to  adopt  this  route  to  the  capi- 
tal is  a  curious  one,  and  ho  gives  it  in  his  book.  He  got  the  idea  from  reading  two 
old  political  pamphlets,  wbich  few  of  this  generation  have  ever  heard  of.  It  soenis 
that  Edmund  Randolph,  Washington's  Attorney-General,  wrote  a  pamphlet  making; 
a  Tiolent  attack  upon  the  Trosident  for  his  location  of  the  Federal  city.  He  charged 
that  the  location  and  plan  of  the  city  was  the  result  of  nepotism  on  the  part  of  the 
President,  who  desired  to  give  great  value  to  the  lands  of  his  relatives,  the  Custises 
and  CarroHs.  He  also  declared  there  was  no  reason  for  the  location,  military  or  other, 
except  a  corrupt  one. 

A  pamphlet  in  reply  to  Randolph  was  published,  written  as  was  supposed  b^M%|or 
X'Enfsnt.  the  French  engineer  who  laid  out  the  city  and  located  the  public  buildings, 
and  who  was  called  in  the  old  days  when  Washington  had  unpaved  streets,  "  L'enfant 
terrible.'^    L'Enfant  declared  that  the  port  of  Annapolis  was  the  port  and  harbor  of 
Wsshington,  just  as  Havre  was  of  Paris,  and  it  was  situated  about  the  same  distance 
^m  the  capital  as  Havre  was  from  Paris ;  that  while  the  port  of  Annapolis  was  held 
the  whole  country  would  have  access  to  Washington  in  a  most  certain  and  easy  man- 
ner, especially  for  the  conveyance  of  troops,  as  the  great  bays,  Delaware  and  Chesa- 
peake, were  in  precise  and  easy  connection  with  it.    Chesapeake  Bay  and  Hampton 
^ads  would  protect  the  fleets  of  the  world,  and  it  was  not  thought  desirable  among 
military  men,  in  looking  at  the  defense  of  a  capital,  to  have  it  situated  close  upon 
the  shores  of  large  open  seas,  where  it  wonid  always  be  at  the  mercy  of  naval  attacks 
«nd  raids  of  troops  by  water.    Great  numbers  of  troops,  Major  L'Enfant  said,  could 
readily  be  brought  down  the  Susquehanna  River  and  landed  on  the  bay  and  marched 
%o  the  defense  of  Washington. 

''I  had  read  these  pamplets  in  earlier  days,"  said  General  Butler,  ''and  now  that 
I  saw  our  means  of  access  by  railroad  in  the  hands  of  hostile  States,  I  at  once  nut  in 
iBtnd  the  advantage  of  holding  the  port  of  Annapolis  as  the  port  and  harbor  of 
"Washington." 

The  experience  of  General  Butler  showed  that  Major  L'Enfant  knew  what  he  was 
^^rritin^  about.  The  question  is  whether  conditions  have  so  changed  in  late  years 
'that  his  rcisouing  no  longer  applies.  It  is  likely  that  that  question  should  be  an- 
swered in  the  neeative,  and  that  Annapolis  still  bears  such  a  relation  to  the  national 
capital  as  to  make  it  good  policy  for  the  Federal  Government  to  keep  its  hold  there 
9nd  inerease  its  strength. 

The  above  is  an  editorial  from  the  Baltimore  Sun  of  recent  date.  It  exactly  de- 
scribes the  relation  which  Annapolis  bears  to  Washington,  and  is  the  strongest  reason 
^e  have  so  far  seen  urged  why  the  Naval  Academy  should  remain  at  Annapolis  and 
^hy  the  Government  should  still  further  increase  its  streng^th  here.  It  is  a  reason 
:which,  properly  urged  upon  Congress,  should  result  in  having  a  granite  dry  dock 
Iniilt  at  Bound  Bay,  for  which  a  bill  has  been  introduced  in  uie  Senate  by  Senator 
Qoxman. 
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Exhibit  Ko.  10. 

BOUND  BAY  DBY  DOCK. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Worthhigtoii,  of  Annapolis^  writes  to  Tbe  Snn  as  follows: 

^'Mach  has  been  said  and  written  of  late  in  regard  to  building  dry  docks  for 
repair  of  our  lf^rg«  ships  of  war,  and,  among  other  places,  '  Bound  Bay/  or '  Ea 
Nest  Bay,'  as  it  was  called  in  daysof  yore^  when  *  trnth  dwelt  on  the  lips  of  men 
falsehood  was  a  burning  shame/  has  been  suggested. 

''Thie  has  been  ridiculed  as  a  wild  and  impracticable  scheme,  and  it  may  b( 
duty  to  mention  some  facte  brought  to  my  notice  several  years  since,  and  it  ms 
the  duty  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  who  are  all  concerned  as  a  matter  of  State  pi 
that  our  resources,  natural  and  artificial,  should  be  developed  for  the  good  ol 
State  and  the  good  of  the  United  States  Government. 
' ''  Nearly  a  hundred  years  ago  a  canal  was  projected  connecting  Washinctou 
with  the  Chesapeake  Hay  through  Boond  Bay.    About  20  miles  was  needed, 
lay  of  the  land  was  perfect,  water  was  plentiful,  and  the  only  thing  lacking  wai 
energy  of  man  to  push  the  enterprise.    A  few  days  since  it  has  been  propose 
legislative  action  to  connect  Baltimore  with  Bound  Bay  and  the  Severn  Kive 

"^  Several  years  ago  some  very  prominent  men  and,  I  think,  the  New  York  He 
was  interested,  sent  experts  from  one  end  of  this  country  to  the  other  to  sel< 
suitable  place  to  build  ships,  and  large  ships,  hoping  and  thinking  that  their  ei 
prise  would  succeed,  aud  they  would  need  a  dry  dock,  and  a  large  one,  at  the  1 
expense  possible.  After  a  wide  and  thoroagh  investigation  it  was  detormiBed  t 
all  thin^  considered,  Round  Bay,  head  of  Severn  Biver,  near  Annapolis,  near  B 
more,  with  its  vast  f^icilities,  and  near  WashingtoUi  the  seat  of  government  of 
great  country,  was  the  ideal  place. 

"A  natural  creek  was  found,  which  was  thought  could  be  converted  at  m 
expense  into  a  dry  dock.    It  has  been  ur^ed  that  the  locality  is  too  far  inland, 
a  ikyman  I  may  be  pardoned  for  suggesting  that  when  a  ship  is  disabled  and  m 
repairs  no  open  port  and  accessible  harbor  to  the  enemy's  ships  should  be  selec: 
but  Just  such  a  refuge  as  Eagles  Nest  Bay  affords." 


Exhibit  Kg.  IL 

CBOWNSVILLE. 

We  hail  with  delight  the  prospects  of  the  establishment  of  a  national  dry  doek 
Bound  Bay.  Although  we  cherish  the  greatest  affection  for  this  beanitfnl  ndpi 
duotive  inland  lake,  upon  whose  waters  we  have  been  wont  to  enjoy  so  maoy  ti 
ing,  lishing,  and  ducking  expeditious,  we  would  gladly  yield  it  np  to  our  Govemiii 
for  the  ffreat  and  worthy  purpose  of  enhancing  the  interests  of  our  ever-inereae 
Navy.  This  magnificent  body  of  water  is  situated  on  the  Severn  Biver,  abont  6  n 
above  Annapolis,  and  seems  to  have  been  desi^ued  by  nature  for  some  gnmX 
good  purpose.    Its  peculiar  position,  lying  as  it  does  within  8  miles  of  tbe  CI 


peake  Bay  b^  water  and  within  2  miles  of  the  same  by  a  route  over  the  land, 
it  of  the  easiest  access  aud  egress  for  ourselves,  and  at  the  same  time  affo^H 

freatest  seclusion  and  safety  from  an  enemy  in  the  event  of  war.    There  ^'W 
road  bosom  our  largest  wardships  could  be  docked,  cleaned,  and  repairod  na^Si 
protection  of  but  a  small   garrison  of  troops  on  the  land  and  a  single  ^ 


stationed  in  the  Annapolis  harbor.  Besides  these.  Bound  Bay  possesses  maHca) 
advantages  which  are  worthy  of  consideration.  The  shores,  which  are  all  tf^gwB< 
hard,  are  peculiarly  shaped  upon  the  north  and  west  sides.    Coming  directly 


north  and  running  nearly  a  mile  out  in  the  bay  is  a  point  which  has  ao^    i 
width  of  400  feet,  with  an  elevation  of  SO  feet  above  the  water,  the  ground   "^ 
solid  and  is  now  covered  with  timber.    Upon  this  point,  at  a  comparati^    ~' 
cost,  could  be  built  one  of  the  beet  ^amways  in  the  country.    On  tiie 
this  point  and  immediately  at  its  base  lies  a  creek  with  an  area  of  fifte^^ 
water,  which  is  very  deep,  making  it  virtually  a  natural  dry  dock,  as  th^ 
the  creek  is  only  12  feet  wide  and  rans  through  a  half  acre  of  firm  ground  a«^ 
into  Round  Bay  at  a  point  from  which  a  plain  view  can  be  had  of  Annapol^  * 
8  miles  away.    On  the  west  side  of  this  long  point  and  about  half  a  mile  ' 
beautiful  and  fertile  island  which  aff^ords  great  shelter  from  the  western 
western  winds.    The  lands  surrounding  Round  Bay  are  very  fertile.    The   ' 
all  that  could  be  desired,  and  therefore,  affording  as  it  does  the  freatestfi»^^ 
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plenty,  bealtli,  and  liappiness,  we  respeetftilPy  invito  the  honorable  Sooretary 
li«vy  to  an  ezaminatioii  of  Ronnd  Bay  and  feel  eon  If  dent  that  he  will  pro- 
it  the  best  site  for  the  proposed  Goyemment  dry  doek. 


Exhibit  Kg.  12. 

ROUND  BAY  DRY  DOCK. 

is  the  time  for  onr  oitlzens.  in  fact  for  all  Maryland,  to  posh  the  matter  oi 
Jdlng  of  a  Goyemment  dry  dock  at  Ronnd  Bay,  on  the  Severn.  The  Govem- 
eedfl  and  must  shortly  have  another  dr^  dock  on  tlie  Atlantic  coast,  and  there 
J  reason  that  Maryland  should  have  this  great  Government  work,  and  Ronnd 
peealiarly  and  specially  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  great  nayal  dry 
That  the  matter  of  the  building  of  a  diy  doek  on  the  Atlantic  coast  is  com- 
I  head  Ib  eyidenced  by  the  interview  with  Secretary'  of  the  Nayy  Long,  pub- 
in  Thursday's  papers.  The  Secretary  strongly  advocates  the  building  of  a 
^k  on  the  Atlantic  coast  capable  of  accommodating  the  largest  and  heaviest 
f  the  Navy.  There  is  no  such  dock,  he  declares,  now  on  the  Atlantic  coast, 
\  need  of  one  is  urgent.  He  says  that  an  inmiediate  appropriation  should  be 
ly  Congress  for  the  building  of  a  first-class  dock  on  tne  Atlantic  coast,  and 
)  proposes  to  use  all  the  influence  he  has  to  secure  such  an  appropriation, 
fland  would  haye  this  great  work,  it  is  apparent  that  we  must  be  up  and 
else  will  the  appropriation  be  made  and  some  more  euterpristng  and  pushing 
nity  capture  this  great  work.  Let  us  all  work  earnestly  in  this  matter.  U 
h  our  best  eHbrts,  and,  besides,  success  promises  to  crown  well-directed  and 
lent  effort. 


Exhibit  No.  13. 
need  for  a  strong  navy. 

itant  Secretary  Rooseyelt,  of  the  Nay^  Department,  writes  in  Gnnton's  Mag- 
ii  the  need  of  a  strong  nayy  by  the  United  States.  In  the  course  of  his  arga- 
leaays: 

IS  <tf  the  penalties  of  desiring  to  speak  one's  mind  is  that  the  man  so  speaking 
it  be  read^  to  back  up  his  words  by  acts,  unless  he  is  willing  to  find  himself  in  a 
ivly  homiliating  position.  This  applies  jnst  as  much  to  a  nation  as  to  an  indi- 
!•  Therefore,  if  a  nation  desires  any  weight  in  foreign  policy  of  any  kind — 
^«yeD  if  it  desires  only  a  guarantee  that  no  foreign  nation  will  adopt  towards 
Mtile  policy — then  it  must  possess  the  means  to  make  its  words  good  by  deeds. 
B  QMe  of  a  nation  whose  interests  in  foreign  affairs  are  concerned  primarily  with 
^  toaching  it  by  land,  this  means  that  it  must  be  ready  to  face  invasion  by 
^^  in  ease  of  necessily,  itself  to  invade  by  land.  If,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
1^  States,  there  isno  ffreat  military  empire  abutting  on  the  coontry  in  question, 
'^iDQst  look  primarily  to  its  Navy  as  the  means  for  carrying  out  any  policy  on 
U  has  resolved.  The  United  States  has  on  one  side  Mexico,  on  the  other  Can- 
^i^ada,  it  is  true,  is  part  of  one  of  the  greatest  empires  in  the  world;  but  the 
I  ^tnpire,  though  it  has  ever  been  fertile  in  able  generals  and  gallant  soldiers, 
"^iees  owes  its  high  standing  primarily  to  its  navy;  and  in  the  very  unlikely 
*'  <Uiy  trouble  between  England  and  the  United  States,  the  British  forces  in 
'  Atid  the  American  Navy  on  the  ocean  would  be  almost  equally  at  a  disadvan- 
^ide  from  Great  Britain,  however,  practically  every  other  nation  which 
^  ^tey  possibility  have  trouble  with  us  would  have  to  meet  us  at  sea.  This, 
'^>  means  that  if  the  United  States  is  to  have  any  foreign  policy  whatsoever 
^^^ssess  a  thoroughly  efficient  navy." 

>%  no  gainsaying  this.  It  means  simply  that  a  law  without  executive  power 
^isoi  no  value;  a  policy  without  ability  to  enforce  it  is  n  farce.  No  one 
^^is  Goyemment  to  plunge  so  largely  into  expenditure  as  to  cripple  the 
of  the  nation's  strong  box,  nor  does  anyone  believe  that  there  is  great  need 
'^'^rful  nayy  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  Union  at  home. 
|Mons  are  more  and  more  coming  into  touch.  The  advance  of  the  century 
*^  lines  of  trade  communication  and  transportation  brings  the  powers  of  the 
'^'^r  together  and  creates  friction.  Such  friction  is  C8^cnlate<l  to  produce 
^^nts,  and  on  the  part  of  some  to  stimulate  greed  and  conquest,  likewise  to 
^^termeddling. 
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80,  too,  this  olosenees  of  the  nations  of  the  world  to  each  other  augments  the  obli- 

Sations  of  each  to  protect  each  its  own  citisens  or  subjects  abroad,  and  to  TnainUin 
lieir  rights  in  trtMe,  travel,  and  exchange  of  commodities. 

The  iK>wer  that  can  make  the  effort  to  afford  this  protection  by  use  of  words  only 
is  at  a  fearfdl  disadyantaffe.  The  power  that  has  the  physical  ability  to  command 
respect  for  its  decrees  reoeives  it  from  all  sideH.  We  are  not  as  yet  able  to  eommud 
that  respect.  Beaten  in  diplomacy,  as  a  rale,  we  have  only  our  homely  common 
sense  and  high  regard  for  human  rights  as  weapons  of  defense.  But  these,  bowerer 
eloquently  and  defiantly  voiced,  are  valueless  unless  we  can  back  them  up  with  a 
threat  of  lorce,  as  the  oases  demand  when  they  arise. 


Exhibit  No.  14. 
our  jingoes  want  no  forts. 

The  remarkable  spectacle  was  presented  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  8atll^ 
day  last  of  jingo  Democrats  uniting  with  jingo  Republicuos  to  vote  down  a^propris- 
tions  in  preparation  for  the  numerous  wars  they  have  but  recently  been  inviting. 
Not  that  the  wars  or  preparations  for  tbem  are  absolutely  necessary,  but  it  is  sor- 
prising  to  find  oar  warriors  so  inconsistent.  One  would  expect  from  their  bellicoM 
utterances  that  ^ev  would  be  the  first  to  wish  to  put  the  country  in  a  posture  of 
defense — to  equip  it  with  the  largest  itossible  outfit  of  forts,  ships,  and  gans.  In 
view  of  the  exposed  and  defenseless  condition  of  our  coast  cities,  sensible  jingoei 
would  cut  down  the  pension  waste  and  lessen  salaries  right  snd  left,  so  as  to  be  in 
funds  for  a  struggle  with  Spain,  England,  or  any  other  power  that  knncks  the  chip 
off  the  national  hat,  but  to  everybody's  surprise  they  voted  last  8aturday  to  eat 
down  the  estimates  of  the  War  Department  from  $13,378,571  to  )M, 144,912.  The  for- 
tifications bill,  as  passed  by  the  House,  carries  the  last-mentioned  sum  and  no  more, 
allproposals  to  increase  the  appropriation  being  ruthlessly  voted  down. 

T^e  reason  for  the  economical  spirit  displayed  by  the  Republican  majority  is  plain 
enough.  The  deficit  of  over  $60^000,000  during  the  present  fiscal  year  comprls  a 
merciless  criticism  of  all  appropriations — except  pensions.  Even  the  pension  bill  is 
made  to  carrv  less  than  the  estimated  outgo  for  pensions,  reliance  being  placed  on  i 
deficiency  bill  at  the  next  session  of  Congress.  A  record  of  economy  is  uso  desirtble 
for  the  dominant  party  just  now.  in  view  of  the  approaching  Congressional  elections. 
It  will  be  a  feather  in  tne  partv^s  cap  if  it  cnn  point  to  a  balancing  of  revenue  tod 
expenditure,  effected  by  old-fashioned  economy,  nowever  injudiciously  applied.  The 
taxpayer,  groaning  nnoer  his  burden,  is  not  particular  as  to  the  items  removed  from 
it,  proviaea  the  total  weight  is  materially  reduced.  Yet  he  baa  his  preferences.  Hs 
would,  perhaps.  Bay  that  our  pension  bill  affords  a  better  field  for  reform  than  onr 
fortifications.  There  are  various  other  bills  that  could  be  trimmed  to  better  sdvin- 
tage.  Under  the  stimulus  of  a  surplas  and  the  policy  of  spending  mnch,  so  as  to 
seem  to  require  a  high  tariff,  nearly  all  the  appropriation  bills  some  years  ago  aasained 
a  bloated  appearance.  '*  This  is  a  billion-dollar  country,''  said  the  apologists  of 
extravagance.  But  several  years  of  bnsiness  stagnation  and  hard  times  have  modi- 
fied the  '' billion-dollar '^  sentiment.  The  country  is  tired  of  seeing  appropriaticas 
exceed  revenue  by  scores  of  millions,  and  will  welcome  a  general  scaling  down  of 
expenditures.  Nothing  is  more  odious  to  the  average  politician  than  a  ''cheese 
paring  policy,"  but  the  public  rejoices  to  see  him  forced  to  recognize  its  merits. 

One  of  the  ideas  expresHed  in  the  conrse  of  the  debate  illustrates  the  imperftei 
information — not  to  say  ignorance — of  some  of  onr  jingoes  as  respects  the  power  of 
modem  battle  ships  and  om-  need  of  c<in8t  defenses.  A  leading  Democrat  declared 
that  we  do  not  need  strong  coast  defeiiHeB.  for  the  reason  that  *'no  battle  ship  built 
in  Europe  can  cross  the  Atlantic  Oeenn.''  The  statement  is  preposterous.  A  Jap- 
anese cruiser  has  jnst  been  launched  in  England  which  can  go  12,000  miles  withont 
renewing  her  coal  snpply.  There  nre  many  Hcores  of  warships  in  Europe's  Daries 
that  oan  do  nearly  as  well.  Amoiig  the  number  may  be  i*eckoned  the  British  veesels 
Powerful  and  TerrihUf  each  of  over  14,000  tons,  which  can  cross  to  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  and  return  without  coaling.  Tbeue  ships  are  thoroughly  seaworthy  and 
oan  go  anywhere,  outranking;  all  vessels  of  tlieir  class.  If  the  refereuee  was  to  the 
modem  battle  ship,  strictly  so  called,  still  it  was  erroneous.  There  are  several 
dozens  in  the  Briti»i  navy  alone  that  can  cross  the  Atlantic,  and,  as  regards  eoalr  i^ 
can  be  had,  if  necessary,  at  Halifax  or  Bermuda  for  the  return  trip,  or  for  operatii'»*< 
along  our  coast.  If  the  recklessness  of  our  Congressional  jingoes  in  foreign  atTairs 
is  due  to  the  belief  that  we  are  not  open  to  naval  attack  on  account  of  the  breadth 
of  the  Atlantic,  thev  will  do  well  to  get  rid  of  it  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  at 
this  moment  many  billions  of  property  in  our  coast  cities  at  the  mercy  of  foreigB 
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deetK.  With  a  rational  and  conciliatory  foreign  policy  we  may  avoid  the  danger  of 
attack  and  render  forts  and  gnna  along  oar  coasts  Qseless,  hnt  we  can  not  cherish  a 
policy  of  bravado  and  also  expect  peace.  We  can  not  eat  our  cake  and  have  it.  We 
most  make  np  onr  minds  to  one  policy  or  the  otiier — to  conciliation,  with  slow 
progress  in  fort  bailding,  or  aggressiveness,  with  its  seqael  of  vast  fixpenditore  in 
preparation  for  the  wwrs  we  invite. 


Exhibit  No.  16. 
the  navy  needs  docks. 

Mr.  Long  says  it  wonld  be  bad  for  onr  shix>s  if  war  shonld  break  ont. — Battle  shix>s 
mnfit  suffer. — No  place  to  repair  them  in  case  they  were  it\jnred. — There  is  not  a 
dock  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  to  which  they  can  be  taken,  and  docking  in  foreign 
ports  is  not  only  expensive,  but  it  is  also  hnmiliating  to  have  to  ask  the  favor. 

Washington,  February  9. — Secretary  Lone  to-day  spoke  with  much  feeling  of  the 
deplorable  condition  of  the  Navy  in  its  lack  of  proper  dry -dock  facilities  and  the 
daD^ers  that  wonld  arise  should  the  nation  unexpectedly  be  forced  into  uar.  Dry 
docks  are  regarded  by  the  Secretary  as  more  important  to  the  Navy  now  than  battle 
ships,  and  if  Congress  can  not  authorize  both  this  session  the  Secretary  will  use  all 
the  influence  he  has  in  favor  of  at  least  one  first-class  dock,  to  be  located  somewhere 
OD  the  Atlantic  coast,  capable  of  accommodating  the  heaviest  ships  building  for  the 
Navv. 

"  We  have  not  to^ay  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard,'^  said  the  Secretary,  ''  a  single  dock 
io  which  OQT  battle  ships  can  be  taken,  and  until  a  dock  of  ample  sufficiency  is  con- 
stracted  these  big  ships  must  either  be  sent  to  some  foreign  dock  for  repairs  or  else 
continue  cruising,  with  the  danger  of  serious  injury  Io  their  bottoms  through  want 
of  attention.  The  Port  Roval  dock  is  a  failure  from  beginning  to  end.  No  battle 
ship  can  be  placed  in  it  without  danger  to  the  nhip  and  the  possibility  of  the  dock 
collapsing.  Besides,  the  dock  is  inaccessible  owing  to  lack  of  proper  water  faoilities. 
The  dock  at  New  York  may  be  repaired  so  that  it  can  take  in  vessels,  but  any 
day  some  discovery  may  be  made  which  will  show  the  utter  worthlessness  of  this 
baein,  too. 

"MUST  BK  8BNT  TO  HALIFAX. 

*' These  docks  are  the  only  ones  which  would  take  in  the  battle  ships,  and  neither  is 
capable  of  accommodating  them.  Even  if  it  is  found  advisable  to  repair  the  New 
York  dock,  four  months  or  more  will  be  required  to  finish  the  work.  Meanwhile  the 
Ma«9achv9<ttB  and  Iowa  require  overhauling,  and  there  is  not  a  place  to  send  them 
except  Halifax.  Docking  in  foreign  ports  is  not  only  expensive,  but  it  is  humiliating 
to  onr  pride  to  have  to  ask  the  favor. 

^*  I  have  urged  in  my  annual  reports  and  in  other  communications  that  at  least  one 
dock  be  constructed  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  I  believe  it  more  important  that  we  have 
this  dock  than  that  a  battle  ship  be  provided,  although  I  hope  to  secure  both.  A 
battle  ship  will  cost  nearly  $5,000,000,  while  we  can  build  a  dry  dock  for  $700,000, 
and  if  Congress  fails  to  provide  the  ship,  it  certainly  seems  that  proper  protection 
of  those  we  now  have  call  for  an  immediate  appropriation  tor  a  dock. 

"We  would  be  in  an  unfortunate  plight  if  the  country  went  to  war  with  the  pres- 
ent lack  of  docks.  However  slight  the  injury  a  battle  ship  mif^ht  suffer,  the  use  of 
this  vessel  might  be  entirely  lost,  owing  to  {he  absence  of  a  single  dock  in  which 
she  could  be  quickly  placed  and  repairea.'' 

MR.  MALSTBR  AT  THB  NAVY  DEPAETMBNT. 

Mayor  Malster  was  in  the  city  to-day  upon  business  with  the  Navy  Department  in 
<'oiinection  with  repairs  to  the  torpedo  boat  WinBloWf  injured  in  collision  with  a  tug- 
boat some  weeks  ago.  Several  plates  of  the  little  craft  were  smashed  in,  <and  the 
president  of  the  Columbian  Iron  works  has  been  unable  to  find  a  firm  willing  to 
ina1;e  so  small  a  delivery.  He  has  asked  a  number  of  companies  that  manufacture 
steel  plates,  such  as  are  required  for  the  WinslaWf  but  none  care  to  take  an  order  for 
»)  few.  The  mayor  has  asked  the  Navy  Department  for  advice,  and  an  arrangement 
will  probably  be  made  with  the  Bath  company  whereby  that  firm  will  let  Mr.  Malster 
bare  some  of  the  plates  intended  for  boats  building  at  the  Maine  yard. 

After  settling  the  torpedo  boat  business,  the  mayor  visited  the  White  House,  where 
be  saw  the  President  for  a  few  minutes.  The  mayor  said  that  he  had  merely  paid 
bis  respects  and  that  the  oall  was  of  no  significance  whatever* 
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THE  PROPOSED  DRY  DOCK  NEAR  ANNAPOLIS. 

A  few  years  ago  the  revenaes  of  the  Federal  GfoYerumont  were  far  in*  exeen  of  tti 
amount  required  and  an  enormous  surplus  had  accumulated  in  the  Treasury.  It  ii 
to  be  regretted  that  Senator  Gorman  did  not  at  that  time^  or  at  some  time  earlier  ii 
his  long  career  in  the  Senate,  bring  forward  some  such  measure  as  that  for  th4 
establishment  of  a  dry  dock  and  shipyard  near  Annapolis  which  he  introduced  thii 
week.  The  bill  for  the  appropriation  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  for  a  ereai 
Government  work  at  Round  Bay,  on  the  Severn  River,  has  substantial  merit.  AU  thi 
dry  docks  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  his  recent  annual  report  sr 
proposed  to  be  placed  near  the  open  sea  and  within  easy  reach  of  any  superior  nars 
lorce.  Annapolis,  as  we  pointed  out  the  other  day,  is  the  seaport  of  the  Nationi 
Capital  and  tlie  key  which  commands  access  to  it,  as  was  shown  by  General  Butierii 
the  early  part  of  the  civil  war.  Round  Bay,  where  Senator  Gorman  proposes  U 
locate  a  ary  dock,  is  landlocked  and  absolutely  inaccessible  to  any  hostile  vessel 
It  is  only  a  few  miles  from  Annapolis,  and  naval  works  there oonld  housed  to  adTsn 
tage  in  the  instruction  of  cndets  in  the  Naval  Academy,  besides  being  less  than  91 
miles  from  the  District  of  Columbia. 

It  is  strange  that  the  defense  of  Washington  has  from  the  beginning  been  neg 
lee  ted— indeed,  scarcely  considered.  It  fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  British  m  1814.  I; 
General  Meauregard  had  been  permitted  to  march  on  it  in  1861,  after  Bull  Run,  then 
was  nothing  to  prevent  him.  If  Geueral  Lee  bad  routf^d  McClellan  at  Antietam  iu 
would  have  met  no  further  obstacle  in  his  march  on  Washington.  To-day  Wai^b 
ington  iM,  perhaps,  as  defenseless  against  any  sudden  invasion  as  it  was  in  1814.  £▼« 
if  tlio  batteries  at  Sberidaus  Point  and  at  the  approaches  to  Baltimore  were  com 
pic  ted  the  Government  has  no  trained  artillerymen  to  man  the  guns. 

In  a  receut  article  Gen.  George  W.  Wiugate  declares  that  the  entire  artillery  force 
of  the  United  States  will  not  provide  half  enough  men  to  man  the  present  fortitira 
tions  around  New  York  alone.  The  great  guns  wbich  are  being  placed  in  the  d«« 
coast  defenses,  he  continues,  are  as  valueless  as  so  many  logs  of  wood.  There  an 
no  gunners  to  use  them,  aud  lie  goes  on  to  show  that  artillerymen  can  not  be  m^ro- 
vised,  but  must  be  carefully  traiued.  To  establish  a  great  naval  station,  which  will 
at  once  protect  the  national  capital  and  command  our  greatest  and  most  important 
inlaud  water,  is  a  proposition  well  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Congrees. 


Exhibit  No.  17. 

MANY  VESSELS  ARE  LOST. 

The  Massachusetts  coast  is  lined  with  wrecks — Sailors  die  in  the  storm — Great  baroe 
is  wrought  to  the  s! tipping  interests — Twelve  bodies  come  ashore  at  MagDoIii 
Beach  and  six  at  Lynn — The  loss  of  life  at  least  forty. 

Boston,  February  2. — From  the  latest  advices  obtainable  it  is  believed  that  at  leait 
forty  sailors  lost  their  lives  in  the  late  storm  on  the  Massachusetts  roast  alone. 

More  than  a  score  of  vessels  were  wrecked  and  as  many  more  badly  damaged. 

The  loss  around  Cape  Ann  is  estimated  at  not  less  than  twenty. 

Six  vessels  went  asliore  at  Pigeon  Cove  and  Rockport,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
loss  was  even  worse  than  that  of  1839. 

There  have  been  thirty-two  bodies  washed  ashore  from  the  wrecks  at  the  present 
writing,  and  many  more  will  probably  be  found  to-morrow. 

The  greatest  damaare  was  at  Gloucester,  where  about  thirty  vessels  went  aahoie, 
the  whole  shore  of  the  harbor  bein^  lined  with  craft;  some  of  them  lying  singlji 
others  piled  together.  Fourteen  bodies  have  been  picked  up,  and  some  of  Uieae  MJ 
supposed  to  be  the  crew  of  a  schooner  which  Monday  afternoon  was  anchored  off 
Houghs  Neck,  in  the  outer  harbor.  At  anchor  also  before  the  storm  were  the  tliree- 
master  J.  W.  JewetU  the  coasting  schooner  Clara  Jane,  the  James  Holmes,  and  anoiber 
small  coaster.  All  of  these  have  disappeared,  and  have  without  doubt  gone  totirt 
bottom  or  been  dashed  on  the  rocks,  and  of  all  their  crews  only  the  five  men  of  ^ 
Jewett  have  been  saved. 

At  Magnolia  Beach  to-day  twelve  bodies  were  picked  up,  and  at  Lynn  Beach  fix 
oame  ashore  this  forenoon.  These  laet  were  from  the  crew  of  t&e  schooner  Charltt 
A.  Briggs,  wrecked  on  Nahant  Rocks  Monday  night. 

Pilot  Perkins  arrived  at  Salem  this  morning  from  Bakers  Itland  lUid  reported  thai 
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twelve  bodies  bad  been  pieked  np  by  tniAll  boate  off  Magnolia  and  taken  to  the 
klaad,  and  these  are  nndonbtedly  a  part  of  all  of  the  fbnr  unaccounted-for  Teseele. 

At  Rockport  the  storm  made  a  clean  sweep  of  the  vessels  in  the  harbor,  driving 
them  Qpon  the  beach  and  tearing  them  to  pieces. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list,  so  far  as  obtainable  at  a  late  hour  to-night,  of  tho 
schooners  ashore  on  Cape  Ann  and  vicinity  which  were  totally  wrecked  or  badly 
damaged: 

Three-masted  schooner  J,  W.  Jewett,  of  Portland;  crew  saved. 

Coasting  sehooner,  sonposed  to  be  the  Clara  Jams,  of  CidaiSy  Mo^  went  ashore  on 
Carop  Comfort  Point;  all  haods  supported  to  be  lost. 

Coasting  schooner,  supposed  to  be  the  Jamn  Holmm^  of  BelfiMt,  Me.,  went  ashore 
at  Dolliver*s  Neck;  all  bands  supposed  to  be  lost. 

Schooner  HaUie  Jf.  Grakam  went  ashore  at  Rocky  Neck ;  got  off  leaking. 

Schooner  Lawrmioe  A.  Munroe,  ashore  at  Rocky  Nesk  and  slightly  damaged. 

Scfaoouer  John  MoKeen,  of  Boston,  fast  ashore  at  Rocky  NecK ;  bowsprit  and  main 
boom  gone. 

Schooner  lAzzie  Griffin  drifted  out  of  the  harbor  and  went  aahore  on  Black  Bess. 

Schooner  Sea  For,  of  Provincetown,  nsbore  on  Ten  Pound  Island. 

Sloop  RwerndOf  of  Rockport,  ashore  on  Rocky  Neck. 

Sloop  Mary  A.  WXUe,  of  Rockport,  sunk ;  probably  a  total  loss. 

Sloop  Ida  Mojff  of  Rockport,  ashore  high  and  dry  at  Ten  Pound  Island;  probably 
total  loss. 

Yacht  Jwmho  sunk  at  Freshwater  Cove. 

Nine  email  fishing  boats  ashore  at  East  Gloucester,  most  of  which  will  probably  be 
floated. 

In  addition  to  these  craft  the  schooners  Haeel  Oneifa,  Edgar  Foster,  of  Buoksport; 
Unique,  of  Boston;  Sarah  E,  Nightingale,  of  Kastport;  Vesta,  Martha  A.  Bradley, 
Eleeia  A.  Eaton,  and  Nereid  were  all  towed  from  dangerous  positions  by  a  tug. 

The  steam  lighter  Frank  Senpture  was  sunk  in  Pigeon  Cove  Harbor,  and  is  a  total 
kMs.    The  Seriptnre  was  valued  at  $20,000;  not  insured. 

The  schooner  George  B.  Bradford  is  ashore  and  gone  to  pieces  in  Pigeon  Cove 
Harbor;  valued  at  $12,000;  insured. 

Sloop  Daniel  Webeter  drifted  ashore  and  went  to  pieees  in  Pigeon  Cove  Harbor; 
three  of  the  crew  were  drowned. 

Schooner  Baracoat  went  ashoi'e,  and  has  gone  to  pieces  in  Pigeon  Cove  Harbor. 

Sloop  Charley  Steadman  went  ashore  in  Pigeou  Cove  Harbor;  may  go  to  pieces. 

Schooners  X>«;lattCf  wad  Aquopimoqul  went  inhere  in  Pigeon  Cove  Harbor;  badly 
damaged. 

The  coasting  schooner  Maroellue  was  in  Gloucester  Harbor  at  anchor  when  the 
storm  arose,  and  after  the  gale  could  not  be  found.  It  is  thought  that  she  may  be 
the  unknown  vessel  which  is  ashore  with  the  others  at  Dollivers  Neck. 

On  Tuesday  various  articles  of  ladies'  wearing  apparel  were  found  floating  on  the 
water  along  the  shore  of  Dollivers  Neck,  where  it  is  supposed  at  least  three  vessels 
went  down.  This  seems  to  show  that  there  must  have  been  women  on  board  the  ill- 
fitted  craft,  and  that  tbey  shared  the  fate  of  the  crews. 

Three  fishing  vessels  broke  from  their  moorings  at  Beverly,  and  were  driven  ashore 
Monday  night. 

About  a  dozen  vessels  went  ashore  in  Salem  Harbor,  but  none  were  totally  wrecked 
sod  no  lives  were  lost. 

The  hhore  to  the  south  of  Boston  fared  better  than  the  north  shore,  though  at 
Chatham  every  small  boat  in  the  mill  pond  and  Stage  Harbor  were  sunk  or  went  to 
pieces  on  the  shore. 

At  Plymouth  two  vessels  went  ashore.  An  unknown  vessel,  probably  a  Gloucester 
fisherman,  is  ashore  on  the  back  of  Plymouth  Beach  aud  is  going  to  pieces. 

No  casualties  or  serious  wrecks  were  reported  at  Vineyard  Haven,  tnongh  two  men 
on  a  wrecking  scow  have  not  been  heard  from. 

boston's  orsat  loss. 
The  blizzard  damaged  its  business  interests  $600,000« 

Boston,  February  2. — This  city  is  rapidly  recovering  from  the  eflTects  of  the  fierce 
■nowstorm  which  swooped  down  upon  it  on  Monday  afternoon,  and  the  principal 
iresoes  of  traflic  were  reopened  to  public  use  to-day.  Largo  forces  of  men  have 
heen  at  work  night  and  day  upon  the  street,  clearing  away  tne  heavy  fall  of  snow 
which  was  piled  in  hugh  drifts  at  some  of  the  most  important  points.  Both  the  city 
iothorities  and  street  railroad  officials  worked  together  to  restore  the  streets  to  their 
oormal  condition  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

A  large  part  of  the  ctty  is  in  darkness  again  to-night,  as  it  is  not  deemed  safe  to 
tarn  on  the  eleotric  current,  except  in  that  district  served  by  underground  wires. 

The  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  employed  7,000  men,  250  plows,  400  snow 
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Bleds  and  600  extra  carts  to  cope  with  the  storm.  Besides  this  large  force  tin 
were  hundreds  of  linemen  to  repair  the  broken  wires  which  lie  strewn  upon  evi 
street  through  which  the  cars  run. 

General  Bancroft,  manager  of  the  company,  announces  to-night  that  his  road 
now  practicaUy  cleared,  except  in  some  of  the  suburban  towns.  It  is  estimated 
General  Bancroft  that  his  company  alone  will  lose  $250,000  by  the  damage  to  ita  pi 
erty  and  the  extra  cost  of  clearing  the  tracks.  It  cost  the  city  $75,000  to  dear 
streets. 

The  suburban  resident,  who  was  snowed  in  at  his  home  yesterday,  managed  to 
to  town  this  morning  after  about  two  hours'  delay  on  the  trains.  Serious  breaki 
the  wires  rendered  it  impossible  to  run  the  trains  on  time. 

All  roads  began  moving  freight  ears  to-day,  hundreds  of  which  had  been  sta) 
on  the  tracks.  A  great  amount  of  perishable  freight  was  on  board  some  of  the  tra 
No  through  passenger  trains  for  New  York  left  Boston  on  time,  but  were  dels 
from  one  to  two  hours  east  of  New  London  and  Springfield. 

The  telegraph  and  telephone  companies  have  been  among  the  worst  snfferen 
the  storm,  since  their  lines  are  down  in  all  directions.    The  Boston  Telegraph  C 

Sany  established  a  through  wire  to  New  York  this  afternoon.    The  Western  Ui 
id  not  get  a  direct  New  Yoik  wire  until  to-night.    Reliable  estimates  place  the 
to  the  Western  Union  at  $20,000  and  to  the  Postal  $10,000.    The  Long  DisU 
Telephone  Company  places  its  loss  at  $15,000.    Business  interests  in  general,  i 
estimated,  have  sustained  a  loss  of  aboat  $600,000. 

Reports  from  neighboring  cities  indicate  that  the  storm  visited  the  surround 
country  with  equal  severity.  Salem  experienced  a  blizzard.  The  wind  there  b 
in  a  terrific  gale  and  did  great  damage.  So  great  was  the  danger  from  live  w 
that  the  mayor  at  1  a.  m.  yesterday  orciored  power  shut  off  aud  cars  were  left  sti 
ing  on  the  streets.  Lynn  was  in  total  darkness  after  10  oVlock  Monday  night, 
estimates  of  the  loss  to  property  in  that  city  put  the  sum  at  $25,000.  The  storm  i 
dealt  fiercely  with  Lawrence. 

Four  hundred  passengers  spent  Monday  night  in  two  Boston  and  Maine  trains  i 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.  One  had  ploughed  to  within  a  mile  of  the  depot,  when  the  eni 
gave  out.  The  other  gave  up  the  struggle.  The  pansengers  were  without  food 
eighteen  hours.  Many  of  them  were  women  and  children,  and  their  sufferings  i 
great. 

Throughout  New  Hampshire  the  snow  fell  for  thirty  hours.  The  wind  and  bii 
cold  weather  made  the  storm  more  severe. 

In  V«Emont  the  anowfall  was  5  feet  on  a  level  in  some  plaoea. 


Exhibit  No.  18. 
trouble  caused  by  ice. 

It  extends  f^om  Thomas  Point  to  Fort  Carroll  and  interferes  with  the  movement 

sailing  vessels. 

Steamers  which  arrived  in  port  yesterday  reported  ice  in  the  bay  fh>m  Thoi 
Point,  below  Annapolis,  as  far  up  as  Fort  Carroll.  All  reported  it  li^ht,  but  w 
sailing  vessels  started  to  sea  it  was  lbnu<l  to  be  about  1  inch  thick  in  the  vioinit 
Fort  Carroll. 

Stewart's  barkentine  Oood  News,  Captain  Myrick,  in  tow  of  the  tug  Ketcue,  atai 
for  Rio  Janeiro  about  noon  yesterday.  When  Fort  Carroll  was  passed  it  was 
covered  that  the  thin  skins  of  ice  were  eating  into  the  wooden  bow  of  the  ship, 
in  a  very  short  while  the  paint  was  as  cleanly  taken  ofi^"  as  if  it  had  never  b 
placed  on  her.  Captain  Myrick  decided  not  to  risk  a  passage  through  the  field  oi 
ahead  of  him  and  ordered  the  tug  to  return  to  port.  The  Qood  News  anchored  in 
harbor  and  a  quantity  of  lamber  was  sent  for  to  sheath  the  bow.  It  is  ezpec*te< 
have  her  ready  to  sail  this  morning. 

The  schooner  Howard  Russell,  which  left  for  the  Rappahannock  to  load, 
stopped  by  the  ice  and  came  back,  and  a  large  fleet  of  bay  vessels  loaded  and  re 
to  sail  are  remaining  in  port.  The  threatened  ice  blockade  was  reported  to  the  I 
bor  board,  which  at  once  gave  orders  for  the  ice  boats  to  go  into  commission  to^ 
Capt.  Richard  Dunn,  of  the  Annapolis,  and  Cant.  Thomas  Lewis,  of  the  F.  C.  Lati 
were  ready  last  night  to  leave  for  service.  Both  boats  will  go  down  the  river 
break  up  the  most  threatening  ice  fields. 

The  southerly  wind  and  flood  tide  yesterday  afternoon  brought  large  qnantiti* 
ice  into  the  harbor,  which  jammed  on  the  east  side.  The  chilly  air  soon  knitted 
pieces  together,  and  only  the  traffic  through  it  prevented  it  fh>m  becoming  tron 
some. 
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The  German  steamer  Romolus,  which  tried  to  reach  port  on  Taeeday  eveiiiug,  bnt 
WM  blown  back  by  the  high  winds,  eventnally  went  ashore  on  the  east  side  of  the 
ehaoDel  between  Fort  Ciirroll  and  Sparrows  Point.  The  tug  Chicago  was  waiting 
upon  her  up  to  last  evening,  but  conla  not  float  her.  The  tide  was  not  snillcient  to 
nise  her  m>m  the  ground. 

The  Merchants  and  Miners'  steamer  QUmcesier  remains  in  the  same  careened  posi- 
tioD  on  Boos  Brothers'  railway  into  which  *she  dropped  Taesday  morning  by  the 
inQBoal  lowering  of  the  tide. 


Exhibit  No.  19. 
steamer  pratt  disabled. 

She  broke  her  shaft  in  the  bay  and  was  towed  back  to  port — Passengers  transferred 

to  the  Joppa, 

The  steamer  Enoch  Praii,  of  the  Baltimore,  Chesapeake  and  Atlantic  Railway  Com- 
psDj,  was  towed  into  her  dock  at  Light  street  wharf  yesterday  afternoon  with  her 
ihaft  broken. 

The  Pratt  left  Baltimore  last  Monday  afternoon  for  the  Choptank  River  in  place 
of  the  ArdUm.  When  about  15  miles  down  the  bay,  while  she  was  battling  with  the 
stoim,  her  shaft  broke  and  she  began  to  drift  before  the  wind.  Her  anchors  were 
thrown  out  and  the  vessel  was  stopped  a  short  distance  from  a  sand  bar. 

llie  company  was  notified,  and  tne  tnst  PeerleBB  was  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the 
fnU,  but  heavy  weather  prevented  her  from  reaching  the  disabled  steamer,  and  she 

Ct  into  Annapolis  for  the  night.  When  the  failure  of  the  tug  to  reach  the  Pratt  was 
ffned  in  Baltimore,  the  Joppa  was  sent  to  the  scene,  and  after  considerable  diffi- 
culty the  pasHsngers  were  transferred  to  the  Joppa  and  brought  back  to  Baltimore. 
Later  in  ue  nignt  the  Joppa  went  down  the  bay,  taking  the  Pratt's  passengers  to 
their  destinations. 

Teiterday  the  Poerlesi  succeeded  in  making  fast  to  the  Pratt,  and  she  was  towed 
Ittek  to  Baltimore.    Her  freight  was  transferred  to  the  Cambridge, 


Exhibit  No.  20. 
steamers  delayed. 

lee  hi  the  river  and  bay  continues  to  interfere  with  the  passage  of  many  oraft. 

Heavy  ice  in  the  bay  and  its  tributaries  was  reported  by  the  bay  steamers  and 
^>^er  vessels  arriving  at  Baltimore  yesterdav.  A  light  southwest  wind  carried  much 
^  the  ice  ont  of  the  channels  and  against  the  eastern  shore  of  the  bay  and  river. 

The  ice  boats  Latrohe  and  Annapolis  went  into  commission  and  made  short  work  of 
^he  ice  that  had  formed  in  the  river  channels.  Then  the  Annapolis  patrolled  between 
^▼en  Foot  Knoll  and  Annapolis,  which  will  be  kept  up  by  Captain  Dunn  as  long  as 
'there  is  any  tendency  of  an  embargo.  The  Latrohe,  Captain  Lewis,  went  to  the  upper 
l»y  to  be  of  service  to  the  Ericsson  boats,  which  were  said  to  be  detained  there  by 
'theiee. 

Sereral  of  the  bay  steamers  were  very  late  in  arriving.  The  steamer  Ericsson,  due 
*t  7  a.  m.  firom  Philadelphia,  got  in  at  10  p.  m.  The  B.  8.  Ford,  which  makes  connec- 
tion with  the  Queen  Anne's  Railroad  at  Queenstown,  was  unable  to  make  her  return 
trip  last  night  after  arriving  in  the  city  all  right.  The  Baltimore,  Chesapeake  and 
-Atlantic  steamer  for  Snow  Hill  was  unable  to  get  fai'ther  than  Crisfield,  and  may  not 
^  sble  to  do  so  for  several  days,  according  to  a  special  dispatch  from  Pooomoke 
City.    The  steamer  Corsica  was  compelled  to  tie  up  at  Centorville. 

It  was  learned  that  the  lock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  at  St.  Georges, 
4  miles  from  Delaware  City,  had  been  broken,  and  that  from  four  to  six  days  will  be 
Quired  to  repair  it.  The  Ericsson  Line  will  not,  therefore,  send  out  any  of  its 
vtetmers  until  Monday  or  Tuesday.  The  Clyde  Line  stoanier  Defiance,  which  intended 
to  go  thronsh  the  canal  to  Philadelphia  from  Washington,  came  into  Baltimore 
Qsrbijr  and  berthed  at  the  York  River  Line  pier,  Light  street,  to  await  favorable 
teports. 

The  city  tug  Baltimore,  Captain  Fooks,  cut  ont  several  tows  of  oyster  boats  which 
Were  stuck  in  the  ice  below  Fort  Carroll.  The  barkentine  Good  News,  bound  to  Rio 
Jsoeiro,  which  returned  to  port  Wednesday  after  having  met  ice  in  the  channel,  was 
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sheathed  in  time  to  leave  early  yesterday  moniing.  The  German  ship  R&moht9,  which 
was  blowo  ashore  oif  Sparrows  Point  Tuesday  evening)  was  floated  yesterday  and 
docked  at  Miller's  wharves. 


Exhibit  BTo.  21. 
ice  conditions. 

Yesterday  there  was  but  little  ice  from  Fort-McHenry  np  to  Light  street  wharrei. 
Pilots  report  heavy  ice  between  Sharps  Islimd  and  Poplar  Island.  Captain  LewiS) 
of  the  ioe  boat  F.  C.  Latrohe,  conveyed  the  schooner  Jennie  S,  Bniler  and  steamer 
Finland  from  Sandy  Point  np  to  clear  water  in  the  river.  He  reports  the  ice  drift- 
ing from  Sandy  Point  to  Fort  Carroll  under  the  action  of  the  wind  and  tide,  which 
yesterday  were  rery  mild.  The  Annapolis ,  Captain  Dnnn,  waA  out  ywterdky  and 
went  below  Annapolis  to  assist  oyster  tows  or  any  vessels  in  distrew. 

AQROOND  IN  THS  DELAWARX. 

Philadelphia,  February  6. — The  American  Line  steamship  Pennlandy  which  sailed 
from  this  city  yesterday  for  Liverpool  with  a  general  oarffo,  valned  at  $150,000,  its 
abound  late  yesterday  in  the  shoals  below  Chester.  At  nigh  water  to-day  she  wai 
still  hard  and  fast.  Two  of  the  city  ioe  boats  attempted  tamove  her  this  ulemoon, 
without  success.  Her  position  is  not  dangerous,  and,  should  she  fail  to  float  at  mid- 
night, it  is  thought  it  will  be  necessary  to  lighten  her  cargo. 


Exhibit  I!ro.22. 

THE  LATE  FREEZE. 
The  damage  it  entailed  on  the  oyster  interests— Kent  County  as  a  sample. 

Chestertown,  Md.,  February  7.— Few  persons  appreciate  what  a  protracted  freesB 
means  to  the  oyster  counties  of  the  Chesapei^e*  T&ere  are  to-day  held  fast  in  the 
ioe  in  Kent  County  500  boats.  Putting  the  daily  earnings  of  these  boats  at  the  mini- 
mum of  $3  per  day,  when  it  is  possible  £»r  the  men  to  iMach  the  bars,  it  will  be  found 
that  each  day  of  an  ice  blockade  means  a  loss  of  between  $1,500  and  $2,000.  Thii, 
multiplied  by  the  number  of  counties  of  the  State  having  large  oyster  ioteresto, 
many  of  their  interests  far  greater  than  Kent,  it  will  be  seen  that  10-degree  weather 
is  anything  but  a  pleasant  climatic  condition  from  the  standpoint  of  tiiis  lirgs 
element  of  our  citizens. 

In  addition  to  enibrced  idleness  on  the  part  of  the  workmen,  considerable  dainafe 
often  results  to  boats  and  other  property.  A  prominent  citizen  of  Rock  Hall  evd 
yesterday :  "  This  cold  spell  means  a  direct  daily  loss  of  $1,000  to  onr  village.  Three 
hundred  oystering  boats  are  now  frozen  in  our  harbors,  and  every  day  the  streets  pie- 
sent  a  scene  of  Sunday  inactivity.'^  It  will  be  seen  that  cold  weather  prodoew 
conditions  of  a  serious  nature  in  the  bay-shore  counties  of  the  Chesapeake. 

Kent  has  but  one  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Order  of  the  Crown  by  virtue  ef 
direct  descent  from  royalty  in  Europe.  Mrs.  John  W.  Bordley,  of  Cheatertown,  its 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Alfred  Merritt,  who  was  a  Miss  Claypoole  and  sister  of  Mis.  Issse 
Freeman  Rasin,  of  Baltimore. 

The  male  students  of  Washington  College  have  completed  arrangiunents  for  the 
publication  of  a  college  monthly  with  the  fMlowing  corps  of  editors :  Editor-io-ehief, 
L.  A.  Davis ;  business  manager,  W.  L.  Wheatley :  literary  editor,  T.  Allen  Goldsbor- 
ou^h;  athletic  editor,  Ernest  Cruikshank;  relisious  editor,  W.  £.  Poole;  soeiii 
editor,  Miss  Lottie  Woodall;  humorous  editor,  J.  S.  E.  Pardee;  poet,  Pode. 
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[Speoisl  dispatch  to  the  Baltimore  Son.] 

Aimapolis,  Md.,  February  7.— The  iceboats  Lairohe  and  AnnajfoUt  are  tied  up  ^ 
the  wharf  to-night,  and  several  tugs  are  here  ready  to  proceed  with  tows  to-moirow. 
Ice  4  and  5  inches  thick  was  met  between  Seven-Foot  Knoll  and  Sandy  Point. 
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Exhibit  No.  24. 

Off  £MtiK>rty  or  Horn  Point  Bar,  wliich  is  opposite  to  Annapolis,  ioe  has  formed  5 
or6  inehes  thick.  About  50  sea  gulls  in  searcli  of  food  were  on  these  ice  packs  this 
momiug,  and  a  large  flook  of  c^avas-haok  ducks  tempted  sportsmen,  who  hurried 
for  their  guns. 


Exhibit  No.  26. 

DREDGING  THE  CHANNEL. 

Time  and  a  half  uiUion  oubio  yards  have  been  taken  out  during  the  year. 

Dredging;  in  the  channel  will  soon  have  to  be  stopped  on  account  of  iee  interfering 
vith  the  Bftrke  for  the  dredgers.  During  the  year  just  ended  about  3,&00y000  cubic 
ysids  vera  dredged  from  the  channel  and  dmuped  into  the  bay. 

FIto  dredges  fcaTe  been  in  operation  until  recently ,  when  two  were  put  out  of 
Mrrice  temporartiy.  Of  these  nrar  were  of  the  clam-shell  pattern  and  one  the  end- 
1ms  bucket  Tariety.  The  latter  waa  adopted  to  excavate  hard  matter  In  the  eut-off 
sad  Fert  McHenrr  channels,  which  could  not  be  otherwise  dug  out.  Three  of  the 
dndges  were  wormed  day  and  night  with  doable  crews.  Those  remaining  in  action 
SM  working  in  the  Fort  MeHenry  chaanel. 

The  Virginia  Dredging  Company  has  the  contract  for  remoTinjf^  5.000,000  cubic 
rsrds  befiore  July  L  As  the  company  has  progressed  so  well,  it  is  thoaght  by  the 
SogiBeer  D<gMrtment  that  the  contract  will  be  completed  on  time.  An  appropria- 
tion of  $40(h000  was  made  available  for  the  work,  with  this  amount  it  is  estimated 
tbe  channel  may  be  dredged  to  a  depth  of  90  feet  for  a  width  of  230  feet  thi'oughont 
iti  length.  An  additioniu  i^tpropriation  is  needed  to  increase  the  width  of  the  deep 
chsBUM,  and  for  this  purpose  Col.  Peter  C.  Haias,  wiio  has  the  matter  in  charge, 
sttde  su  application  lor  $800,000. 

Dnring  Coloael  Hains's  abeenee  as  a  member  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  Commission 
the  work  in  Baltimore  is  in  charge  of  Lieut.  C.  W.  Kuta. 


BXHIBIT  "So.  26. 
DBT  DOCKS. 

How  the  gnut  problem  may  be  solved— Many  intereats  involved— New  England's 

prospeots  hampered. 

Washington,  February  6. — ^The  dry-dock  matter  seems  to  move  slowly.  The 
tesable  is  that  this  qnesticm  is  such  a  many-sided  one  that  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  hardly  know  which  way  to  tarn  to  settle  it  satisfactorily  to  the  muititudi- 
UMis  intereats  involved. 

Where  the  hitch  comes  is  Just  here.  Everybody  Dealises  that  the  present  increase 
sf  ihe  Navy,  in  the  number  of  large  vessels  being  built,  will  require  a  larger  type  of 
dry  docks  than  now  exist  in  the  varioos  parts  of  the  country,  and  ho  Senators  and 
Bopresentatives  from  the  various  sections  are  up  and  doing  in  their  endeavors  to  get 
sdditional  dry-dock  facilities  for  their  own  communities. 

Mr.  Barrett  and  the  other  members  of  the  Massachus^ts  delegation  are  particularly 
urgent  in  their  presentations  of  the  claims  of  the  Charlestown  yard,  Mr.  Barrett  par- 
tieolarly  so  because  the  yard  is  nearly  all  in  his  district.  The  New  Hampshire  del- 
egation are  leaving  no  stone  unturned  in  behalf  of  the  Kitttry  yard.  This  attitude 
buuBpem  New  England's  prospects  anyway,  with  two  sections  clamoring  for  recogni- 
tion, alihoui^h  Governor  Long  has  suggcAted  a  happy  settlement  of  this  diflieulty  bv 
icoonimodating  both  Charlestown  and  Kittefy  by  giving  both  additional  dry-dock 
rscilities,  which  wiU  doubtless  be  the  ultimate  outcome. 

And  then  the  New  York  delegation  comes  up  smiling  and  states  that  the  metropolis 
leeds  better  docking  apnaratus  than  it  has  now,  whue  the  friends  of  Norfolk,  New- 
Dort  News,  Port  Royal,  Nisw  Orleans,  Mare  Island,  New  London,  Conn.,  Tortn^as,  8an 
t^rsocisco  Bay,  San  Pedro,  and  even  Alaska,  are  not  at  all  backward  in  coming  for- 
irard  with  the  claims  of  their  respective  localities  for  new  and  modem  dry  docks. 

Ami  so  the  question  becomes  a  |^ave  one  in  many  ways,  particularly  from  an 
leonomical  standpoint,  although  it  is  short-sighted  economy  to  refuse  to  build  large 
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dry  docks  to  aocommodate  the  new  battle  ships  and  cruisers,  which  must  go  to  rnin 
if  not  overhauled  on  th«r  bottoms  about  so  often.  And  yet  the  question  is,  Can  (he 
Government  just  now  atford  to  expend  the  millions  which  will  oe  reqnired  to  put 
the  docking  facilities  of  the  counti^  in  Al  shape? 

That  is  what  is  puzzling  the  Naval  Committee.  It  is  at  work  on  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill  now,  and  I  hear  that  there  is  a  general  understanding  among  its  mem- 
bers that  it  will  leave  out  the  whole  proposition  of  dry  docks  IVom  the  regular 
appropriation  bill,  so  not  to  hamper  its  passage  through  Congress.  Then  later  on 
it  may  bring  in  a  bill  coveiing  the  dry-dock  matter  as  a  separate  measure,  and  thm 
give  every  section  a  chance. 

By  inserting  in  the  regular  bill  provision  for  a  dry  dock  at  Boston,  for  instanee, 
where  it  is  imperntivcly  needed,  and  leaving  New  York  oat  in  the  cold,  the  delen- 
tion  from  the  Empire  State  would  immediately  fight  the  whole  appropriation  bill  if 
BoHton  seemed  in  a  fair  way  to  ^oi  a  new  dry  dock  and  New  York  did  not.  And  so  it 
is  very  likely  that  the  whole  subject  will  be  studiously  avoided  in  the  regolar  bill, 
but  will  come  in  on  a  separate  measure  later  on,  providing  the  subcommittee  on  dry 
docks  decides  that  this  is  the  best  solution  of  the  matter. 

There  are  some  member^  of  the  whole  committee,  however,  that  beliere  the  topic 
is  of  such  importance  that  it  ought  to  be  in  the  regular  bill.  In  that  event  a  lomp- 
sum  appropriation  would  be  made  under  the  head  of  ''ordnance  and  navy-yards." 
Chairman  Boutelle  of  Maine,  however,  is  understood  to  favor  holding  the  whole 
matter  of  dry  docks  in  abeyance  until  the  regular  bill  is  disposed  of.  He  is  of  coiuw 
interested  in  Kittery's  project,  and  will,  with  Speaker  Keed,  Chairman  Dingley,aikd 
others  whose  influence  is  admittedly  very  potent  in  these  matters,  do  all  he  can  for 
Maine's  yard.  Senator  Hale  of  Maine  is  chairman  of  the  committee  in  the  Senate, 
which  puts  Kittery  in  a  commanding  position,  as  will  be  readily  seen. 

To  onset  this,  however,  we  have  Governor  Long,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  our 
side,  which,  so  far  as  influence  goes,  makes  this  phase  of  the  question  about  even  tt 
present.  It  seems  to  be  with  Boston  and  Kittery  a  case  of  nip  and  tuck,  and  a  little 
m  favor  of  nip.  The  final  result  will  be  that  both  will  receive  additional  facilities. 
Just  when  nobody  can  tell  until  the  atmosphere  here  clears  a  bit. 

The  recent  report  made  by  Commodore  Bunoe,  U.  S.  N.,  on  this  subject  is  of  intsr- 
est.  He  touches  upon  all  the  docks  of  the  country  and  makes  various  recommeoda- 
tions  for  their  enlargement  and  development.  In  this  regard  it  is  perhaps  worthy 
of  note  that  he  says  nothing  about  Kittery^  which  is  suggestive  at  least. 

For  Boston  he  recommends  the  construction  of  one  concrete  graving  dock,  length 
available  for  docking,  750  feet,  and  90  feet  wide,  with  a  depth  of  30  feet.  A  chaa- 
nel  of  equal  depth  with  the  dock  should  be  dredged  out  to  permit  vessels  to  enter, 
but  this  would,  of  course,  be  a  comparatively  easy  matter  with  the  dry  doek  a  sten 
reality  in  itself. 

If  the  Government  would  not  do  it,  the  business  men  of  Boston  would  donbtiess 
be  very  glad  to  pay  the  bills  for  the  interest  they  would  receive  in  the  general  activity 
which  would  as  a  result  pervade  the  navy-yard  at  Charlestown. 

Just  think  of  it.  This  country  has  a  total  of  eleven  dry  docks,  only  one  of  which, 
that  at  Puget  Sound,  Wash.,  can  take  our  battle  ships.  In  other  words,  all  of  our 
big  vessels  to  be  docked  have  got  to  go  clear  up  to  Washington  to  be  accommodated. 
Argument  on  this  line  is  therefore  unnecessary.  It  must  be  painfully  apparent  to 
all  that  the  sooner  wo  have  adequate  docking  facilities  in  other  sections  of  the 
country  the  better  it  will  be. 

There  will  doubtless  be  an  attempt  made  in  the  House  to  have  the  naval  bill 
amended  with  dry-dock  appropriations,  providing  the  committee  decides  to  ignoce 
them  in  the  regular  bill.  All  such  moves  will  be  subject  to  a  point  of  order  thst 
such  authorization  of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  will  be  new  legislation, 
and  therefore  not  in  order  on  an  appropriation  bill.  This  point  will  be  donbrless 
sustained,  as  it  always  is.  This  rule  is  generally  known  as  the  Holman  rule,  adopted 
as  the  result  of  the  persistent  economizing  efforts  of  the  *'  great  objector,"  now  dead 
and  gone. 

Mr.  Barrett  has  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  rules  in  this  regard.  When  they 
eome  up  in  the  House  it  will  be  thoroughly  discussed.  If  they  oome  up  before  the 
naval  bill  comes  in  and  the  rules  are  changed,  then  it  will  be  possible  to  get  dry- 
dock  appropriations  on  the  bill,  but  if  the  House  adheres  to  the  rules  aa  at  preeent 
drafted,  then  all  these  dry-dock  improvements  will  be  sand-bagged  with  the  point 
of  order. 

This  is  the  situation  as  regards  dry-dock  facilities  just  now.  Every  effort  is  being 
made  for  Boston  that  is  possible,  but  the  parliamentary  road  which  the  idea  has  got 
to  travel  is  apt  to  prove  a  weary  pilgrimage.  All  of  these  matters  are  necessarily 
•low  in  reaching  the  desired  terminus,  but  some  time  or  other  the  deeired  result  is 
generally  accomplished. 

Athbbtoic. 
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Exhibit  No.  27. 

NO  DRY  DOCKS. 

The  bill  practically  dead  in  committee  for  the  year.— Its  only  hope  Ib  a  change  in 

the  mles  of  the  House. 

Washington,  February  10. — The  dispatch  I  sent  vou  some  days  aho  in  regard  to 
the  dry-dock  problem  was  not  any  too  gloomy,  altnough  some  people  have  written 
to  me,  evidently  thinking  that  snch  was  the  fact. 

In  the  Honse*Naval  Committee,  which  is  going  to  report  the  naval  appropriation 
bill,  no  discussion  has  been  had  on  the  dry-dock  question.  It  has  been  referred  to 
a  sabcommittee.  That  subconmiittee  has  not  reported.  When  it  does  report  the 
majority  will  favor  dry  docks.  Then  the  matter  goes  to  the  Appropriation  Comiuit- 
tee,  of  which  Mr.  Bou telle,  of  Maine,  is  chairman,  and  he  is  known  to  be  opposed, 
in  common  with  all  his  colleagues  from  that  State,  to  any  dry-dock  appropriation 
Uiisyear. 

Unless  the  mles  of  the  House  can  be  changed,  or  a  special  order  obtained  from  the 
Committee  on  Rules,  of  which  Speaker  Reed  is  chairman,  allowing  an  appropriation 
for  drj  docks  to  be  put  on  the  naval  bill  in  the  House,  the  dry-dock  agitation  is  as 
dead  as  a  smelt,  although  from  President  McKinley  down  through  every  official  of 
the  Government  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  oar  most  crying  n^d  to-day  and  our 
greatest  national  shame  comes  from  our  lack  of  dry  docks. 

I  mentioned  the  subject  to  Senator  Hale,  of  Maine,  to-day.  He  is  chairman  of  the 
Senate  Naval  Committee.  He  has  been  reckoned  as  favorable  to  dry  docks,  and  I 
really  think  that  he  is.  Nevertheless,  he  told  me  that  in  his  judgment  unless  the 
dry-dock  appropriation  originates  in  the  House  the  Senate  would  probably  do  nothing 
•boat  it. 

Yon  go  over  to  the  Navy  Department  and  see  Secretary  Long  and  Assistant  Secre- 
tary Roosevelt.  They  are  botli  very  diplomatic.  It  is  not  their  bnsiness  to  tell  the 
weaknesses  of  our  naval  defense.  Nevertheless,  I  can  say,  and  say  with  absolute 
candor,  that  our  navy  is  of  practically  no  value  in  case  of  any  contest  with  any 
considerable  naval  power,  simply  because  we  have  no  places  whatever  on  the  Atlantic 
eoast  in  which  to  dock  one  of  our  big  war  vessels. 

Do  you  realize  that  the  fortification  bill  went  through  the  House  this  weekf  It 
appropriated  about  $4,000,000.  General  Miles,  commander  of  the  Army,  tells  me 
that  uiat  sum  is  not  sufficient  to  put  into  position  the  guns  already  arranged  for,  to 
■ay  nothing  about  carrying  on  the  work  of  fortifying  our  cities. 

Nothing  eould  be  more  stupid,  nothing  more  shorteighted,  nothing  half  so  crimi- 
nal, as  this  refusal  of  the  powers  that  be,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  give 
hberal  appropriations  for  &y  docks  and  for  fortifying  our  cities. 

When  Napoleon  III  made  war  with  Germany  a  short  campaign  showed  that  he 
went  into  it  without  being  in  any  ways  prepared'.  If  we  got  into  a  struggle  with  any 
European  power  a  month's  experience  would  show  that  we  are  in  no  way  ready  to 
fight  anyone.  In  my  judgment,  the  banks  and  chambers  of  commerce  along  our  east- 
em  seaboard  oould  very  well  afford  to  subscribe  enough  to  pay  for  the  fortification 
of  oar  cities  and  pay  for  its  dry  docks  as  a  mere  measure  of  lusurance. 

Nevertheless,  unless  something  radical  is  done,  this  session  of  Congress  will  go  by 
with  its  threats  of  trouble  with  Spain,  aud  leave  our  seaboard  absolutely  nnprotected. 

Perhaps  we  shall  not  have  any  war  with  Spain.  We  shall  not  if  t^e  Aaministra- 
tion  can  prevent  it;  but  just  so  sure  as  we  should,  our  weakness  would  become  so 
dear  that  public  indit^nation  would  be  aroused,  and-  as  a  result  of  the  outrage  that 
woold  follow  our  humiliation  everybody  in  Washington  in  any  way  responsible  for 
it  would  be  overwhelmed.  Athkrton. 


Exhibit  No.  28. 

A  PECULIAR  CONDITION. 

It  is  a  rather  remarkable  feature  of  the  situation  to-day  at  Washington  that, 
although  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  exprcHses  the  wish  of  the  whole  country  in  his 
leeommendation  for  the  construction  of  largo  modern  dry  docks  at  Government 
navy-yards  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  it  is  ([uite  doubtful  whether  Congress  will 
comply  with  the  recommendation.  The  situation  is  remarkable  because  it  is  rarely 
tha,i  Congress  dares  to  antagonize  the  couutry  at  large  and  the  Administration  in  a 
matter  which  concerns  the  national  saftity  and  welfare  to  so  great  a  degree. 

And  yet  the  present  situation  dues  not  come  about  altogether  because  of  uuy  senti- 
JDent  on  the  part  of  individual  Members  of  Congreas.     Probably  if  the  question 
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was  sqnarely  put  to  mombers  of  the  Uonse  and  of  the  Senate  a  large  majority 
them  would  promptly  admit  that  the  situation  really  demands  the  proposed  appi 
priations  for  dry  docks.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  committees  having  sach  m 
ters  in  charge  (that  is,  the  Committees  on  Naval  Affairs,  on  Appropriations,  and 
Rules)  are  determined  to  prevent  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  from  acting  in  t 
matter. 

The  subcommittee  of  the  House  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  having  investigil 
tbe  matter,  has  been  absolutely  convinced  that  consideration  of  tho  national  hoi 
and  the  national  safety  demands  that  dry  docks  should  be  constructed  as  soon 
possible.  An  attempt  to  save  small  sums  now  by  delaying  the  construction  of  ( 
docks  would,  ill  the  event  of  war,  result  in  the  loss  of  millions  upon  millions  of  d 
lars  by  the  country  because  of  tbe  crippled  condition  of  the  Navy.  Public  sentinn 
all  over  the  country  recog^nizes  this  fact  plainly  enough. 

Undoubtedly  the  sentiment  of  Americans  generally  is  in  favor  of  economy  iu  pat 
expenditure  at  this  time.  There  will  be  no  economy,  however,  and  there  may  b 
tremendous  loss  to  the  country,  if  for  any  reason  whatever  Congress  should  1 
within  the  near  future  to  incorporate  in  the  naval  appropriation  bill  a  satisfact^ 
provision  for  the  equipment  of  navy-yards  along  tbe  Atlantic  coast  with  large,  mt 
ern,  well-oonstructed  drv  docks.  If  those  Members  of  Congress  who  now  stand 
the  way  of  Congressional  action  regarding  the  dry  docks  were  to  realize  the  ejU 
and  strength  of  public  sentiment  m  this  matter,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  ii 
opposition  would  continue. 


Exhibit  No.  29. 

WOULD  HAVE  TO  GO  TO  PUGET  SOUND. 

•  Washington^  February  16. — As  an  illustration  of  "saving  at  the  spigot  and  wi 
ing  at  the  bung,"  the  present  coarse  of  tbe  Government  in  authorizing  the  bnildi 
of  large  vessels  for  the  Navy,  and  refusing  to  construct  dry  docks  to  take  care 
them  properly  is  striking. 

The  construction  of  the  vessels  which  are  now  building  in  various  parts  of  1 
country  proves  interesting  in  this  re<^ard.  Tbe  battle  ships  now  under  way  are 
follows:  Tho  Keartarae  and  Kentucky  are  nearly  completed,  and  nearly  40  per  ceul 
tbe  work  on  the  Aldbamaf  lUinoUf  aud  IViaoonnn  is  also  done,  so  I  am  told  at  1 
Navy  Department. 

These  Ave  vessels,  all  of  which  will  be  first-class  seagoing  battle  ships,  belong 
two  different  types,  the  first  of  which  was  authorized  in  1805,  and  includes  the  t 
twin  ships,  the  Kearsarge  and  the  Kentucky ,  which  are  bnUding  at  Newport  Kei 
Of  the  other  three,  the  WiscoMin  is  being  ooustruetod  at  San  Francisco,  the  IU\» 
at  Newport  News,  and  the  Alabama  at  Cramps  in  Philadelphia.  The  only  dock  wb 
will  accommodate  them,  if  need  be,  is  in  Washington  State. 

Think  of  the  immense  cost  of  these  vessels,  and  add  thereto  the  enormitv  of  expei 
of  maintaining  tbem.  Then  think  a^aiu  of  all  the  other  large  vessels  in  tne  Americ 
Navy,  and  add  thereto  the  cost  of  maintaining  tbem  also.  And  then  calmly  read  i 
plain,  bold,  and  strikin)^  truth  set  Ibrtb  iu  tho  so  called  Bunco  report,  which  tre 
of  the  recent  investigation  of  tbe  dry-dock  problem.    I  quote: 

''  Tbe  United  States  has  a  total  of  eleven  naval  dry  docks.  Only  one  at  this  tim 
that  at  Puget  Sound,  Wanh., — can  take  our  battle  ships." 

How  does  that  strike  the  average  man?  Autboriziug  the  large  vessels,  with 
place  to  dock  tbem,  seems  to  be  pure  folly.  It  is  not,  however.  ^^  need  these  shi 
we  ought  to  have  them ;  but  we  need  docks,  too,  and  ought  to  have  theiu,  \ 
Saving  at  the  spigot  and  wasting  at  the  bung  is  a  bad  policy  for  nations,  as  weU 
individuals. 

Let  us  suppose  we  are  having  a  war  with  Spain.  What  are  tbe  positions  m 
likely  to  be  sought  for  by  herf  They  are  Massachusetts  Bay,  Long  Island  8011: 
New  York  and  Chesapeake  bays  on  tbe  Atlantic  coast.  The  positions  strategetict 
important  for  the  naval  defense,  and  which  should  be  strongly  held,  are  the  harb 
at  and  on  their  approaches,  which  are  Portland,  Me.,  Province  town,  tho  east 
entrance  to  Long  Island  Sound,  and  Sandy  Hook  at  the  entrance  of  New  York  B 
and  tbe  Cape  Henry  channel  at  the  entrance  to  Chesapeake  Bay. 

On  tbe  Gulf  coast  the  attack  will  be  through  the  Florida  or  Yucatan  channels,  1 
the  natural  defense  will  be  on. the  line  from  Tortugas  to  Key  West. 

On  the  Paciiio  coast  the  positions  of  greatest  importance  are  Puget  Sound,  i 
Francisco  Bay,  and,  contingent  on  its  improvement,  San  Pedro  Bay. 

Aud  now  with  our  immense  navy  fighting  Spain  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and 
the  Gulf  coast,  at  present,  if  one  of  our  modern  battle  ships  gets  imt  of  order ) 
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nqnires  docking,  she  has  got  to  go  away  up  to  Paget  Sound,  Washington  State,  to 
be  adequately  treated. 

Who  has  been  so  shortsiglited  as  to  let  such  an  order  of  things  come  into  being  is 
immaterial  now.  It  is  a  condition  and  not  a  theory  which  conlronts  us.  'Those  wlio 
let  it  eontinue  any  longer  will  be  held  responsible  sooner  or  later,  and  if  Governor 
Long,  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  is  able,  with  the  assistance  of  Congress,  to  build 
up  a  system  of  dry-dock  facilities  throughout  the  country,  he  will  have  done  more 
to  enhance  the  true  interests  of  the  nation  than  has  been  done  by  any  one  man  since 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

He  is  doing  all  he  can,  and  so  are  the  Massachnsetts  and  other  delegations  in  Con- 
gress. If  the  proposition  to  build  dry  docks  is  left  out  of  the  regular  naval  bill,  this 
whole  important  subject  will  be  sandbagged  in  the  House  on  a  mere  point  of  order, 
on  the  ground  that  building  dry  docks  is  **  new  legislation/'  and  the  Senate  will 
abide  by  the  decision  of  the  House. 

HsTe  we  come  to  this?  Economy  oujp^ht  to  preyail,  but  if  it  has  got  to  be  iuvokedC 
at  the  expense  of  the  most  yital  part  of  a  nation's  armor,  more's  the  pity.  It  would 
be  better  that  we  haye  fewer  $6,000,000  Congressional  libraries  and  other  expensiye 
tilings  of  a  similar  nature,  and  more  dry  docks,  if  it  has  actually  come  to  this;  but 
then,  after  all,  let  us  cheer  up ;  our  dry-dock  cherries  perhaps  will  soon  be  ripe. 
Tbey  onght  to  be,  goodness  knows.  The  present  situation,  however,  is  a  grave  one, 
aod  makes  the  ordinary  man  shudder  to  think  of  it.  It  is  simply  disgusting,  and 
tbe  floonar  it  ia  remedied  the  better. 

Athbrton. 


Exhibit  No.  30. 
another  step  in  the  improvement  of  great  boston  harbor. 

Washington,  February  20. — It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  last  river  and  har- 
bor appropriation  bill,  in  which  Boston  was  treated  so  generously,  among  the  pro- 
▼isioDS  of  the  act  in  which  our  harbor  had  a  vital  interest,  was  one  for  a  survey  with 
a  Tiew  to  securing  a  channel  of  1,200  feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep  from  the  navy-yard 
to  the  entrance  of  the  present  main  ship  channel,  and  from  the  ship  channel  in  Pres- 
ident Roads  through  Broad  Sound  Channel. 

Lientenant-Colone]  Mansfield  has  made  hit  report  on  this  survey,  and  it  is  vexv 
iotoresting  aa  showing  the  rapid  strides  which  have  recently  been  made  and  which 
will  continue  to  be  made  in  making  the  harbor  at  Boston  what  it  ought  to  be  for  the 
•dequate  accommodation  of  its  immense  shipping  and  commercial  interests. 

The  Broad  Sound  channel,  says  Colonel  Mansfield,  has  always  been  regarded  as 
impracticable  for  the  larger  class  of  vessels,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  dangerous 
iocIes  and  shoals.  It  has,  therefore,  been  used  only  by  vessels  of  light  draft,  more 
specially  those  bound  to  the  eastward ;  the  main  ship  channel  being  alone  available 
for  the  larger  class  of  vessels.  He  also  states  that  the  importance  of  developing  this 
channel  requires  little  argument;  it  is  simply  a  necessity  for  the  large  and  increas- 
ingcommerce  of  the  second  greatest  port  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 

This  new  channel,  continues  Colonel  Mansfield,  would  not  only  relieve  the  con- 
gestion found  in  the  Narrows,  but  it  would  probably  predominate  in  import-ance, 
mnn  the  fact  that  it  would  be  more  direct  and  free  from  complicated  tidal  distnrb- 
anees,  and  be  the  natural  course  for  the  large  transatlantic  steamers.  A  wide,  deep 
clL'iDnel  through  Broad  Sound,  together  with  the  channel  through  the  Narrows, 
would  make  the  port  of  Boston  unique  in  that  it  would  have  two  independent  chan- 
nels nearly  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  offering  a  choice  to  the  navigator  in  bad 
weather  to  and  from  the  commodious  and  safe  anchorage  of  President  Roads. 

The  assistant  euKineer  who  participated  in  making  the  survey  referred  to  states 
that  but  little  difficulty  will  be  encountered  in  obtaining  1,200  feet  width  and  30 
feet  depth.  The  estimated  coat  of  enlarging  the  channel  from  the  navy-yard  to  Pres- 
ident Roads  is  $1,644,553.  The  cost  of  the  proposed  new  Broad  Sound  channel  is 
$481,941.  Colonel  Mansfield  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  harbor  is  worthy  of  improve- 
ment to  the  extent  of  providing  a  channel  1,200  feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep  from  the 
navy-yard  to  President  Roads,  and  from  President  Roads  through  Broad  Sound 
ehannel,  and  that  work  on  the  latter  portion  should  be  executed  first.  Owing  to 
the  difiiculties  and  the  expense  attending  the  work  he  does  not  recommend  the  in- 
creasing of  the  dimensions  of  the  lower  main  ship  channel,  as  it  is  thought  that  the 
proposed  improvement  of  the  Broad  Sound  channel  will  amply  meet  the  require- 
ments ttf  navigation. 

^^  Atherton. 

h.  Doc.  ai — »« 
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Exhibit  No.  31. 

NEW  YORK  DRY  DOCK. 

There  is  a  stratum  of  qaicksand  under  it — ^The  remedy. 

The  news  from  Washington  that  Representative  Hilbom  of  the  House  Naval  < 
mittee  would  introduce  a  resolution  calling  for  a  Congressional  investigation  o 
alleged  defective  construction  of  the  New  York  navy -yard  dry  dock  is  the  suhjc 
quiet  discussion  among  officers  at  the  yard  there. 

One  officer  said  that'  such  a  committee  as  Representative  Hilbom  would 
appointed  could  do  no  more  than  the  numerous  engineers  connected  with  the  Bi 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  who  had  examined  the  dock  when  done,  and  they  all  a| 
that  the  docl^  was  faulty  in  construction.  They  had  long  ago  decided  that  i 
dock  was  to  be  saved  it  could  only  be  done  by  converting  it  into  a  composite 
by  concreting.  Since  the  dock  was  built,  he  said,  it  had  been  discovered  that 
was  a  stratum  of  quicksand  under  the  fiat  on  which  it  is  located.  Besides  this  d 
it  was  pointed  out,  that  after  the  construction  was  begun  the  original  plans 
been  altered  so  as  to  increase  the  area,  and  at  the  same  time  no  provision  bad 
made  for  increasing  the  strength  of  the  material  to  be  used.  The  experienc 
continued,  with  the  New  York  dry  dock  was  not  much  different  from  the  De 
meut's  experience  with  other  wooden  dry  docks  in  the  country.  They  were  all 
stantly  in  need  of  repairs.  It  had  long  ago  been  agreed  by  the  engineers  who 
examined  the  d(>ck  that  the  real  secret  of  the  faulty  construction  lay  in  the  fact 
the  Government  had  attempted  to  practice  a  false  economy  when  it  ordered  a  wc 
dry  dock  instead  of  one  of  stone.  The  reason  assigned  at  the  time  the  plans  fc 
big  dock  were  adopted  for  building  it  of  wood  instead  of  stone  was  that  the  ti 
a  wooden  dock  would  be  less  than  half  that  of  a  stone  dock.  The  fallacy  of 
argument  was  now  aparent,  and  that  was  about  all  that  any  Congressional  oomni 
could  get  out  of  an  investigation. 


Exhibit  No.  32. 
repairing  the  big  dry  dock. 

The  Navy  Department  wants  to  save  the  Government  loss. 

Secretary  Long  has  instructed  the  j  udge-advocate-general  of  the  Navy  to  asce] 
and  report  what  steps  can  be  taken  by  the  (lovemment  to  reimburse  itself  fo 
large  sum  of  money  that  has  been  or  will  be  expended  in  repairing  the  big  dry 
at  the  New  York  Navy- Yard.  The  investigations  of  the  special  engineer  board 
revealed  work  so  faulty  that  there  is  even  a  question  wnether  the  costly  dock 
ever  be  made  serviceable.  The  original  contractor  for  building  the  dock  wan  a 
named  Gillis,  who  had  had  no  previous  experience  in  dock  building.  He  failed, 
the  contract  was  taken  from  him  and  awarded  to  T.  &  A.  Walsh,  at  their  b 
$370,000  to  finish  the  work.  There  has  been  trouble  with  the  structure  ever  sin 
was  begun,  and  the  discovery  of  flowing  sand,  suggesting  that  an  underlying  b 
quicksand  had  been  rnptured|  has  caused  the  gravest  apprehensions  forthe  ft 
of  the  dock,  unless  the  most  radical  and  prompt  remedies  are  applied.  It  is  scai 
expected  that  Engineer  Menocal,  who  is  now  in  Nicaragua  with  the  canal  coit 
sion,  can  be  heard  from  in  answer  to  the  allegations  that  have  been  made  ag: 
the  character  of  his  superintendence  over  the  construction  of  this  dock  in  less 
a  mouth  at  the  earliest,  but  it  is  said  to  be  apparent  that  a  cotirt-martial  will  fo 
unless  the  officer  can  advance  some  entirely  unexpected  defense. 


Exhibit  No.  33. 

SOIL  UNDER  DOCKS. 

Naval  experts  report  that  there  is  sufficient  support  in  Brooklyn  Navy-Yard— De 
are  due  to  man — Mr.  Endicott  denies  alleged  assertion  of  contractors  that  tb< 
is  to  blame— Mr.  Hilbom  is  satisfied— Member  of  House  Naval  Committee  belj 
dooks  can  be  maintained  in  the  Brooklyn  yard. 

To  convince  Congress  that  the  defects  in  drsr  dock  No.  3  at  the  Brooklyn  S 
Yard  are  not  due  to  the  soil  Secretary  Long  has  forwarded  to  Representative  Hill 
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lenior  member  of  the  Honse  Naral  Committee,  the  yiews  of  expert  officers  on  the 
inbjeet. 

Walsh  Brothers,  vrho  built  the  dock,  assert,  it  is  alleged,  that  the  stractnre  waa 
constmcted  in  a  sabstantial  manner,  but  that  the  quicksand  character  of  the  soil 
caused  the  development  of  defects.  The  defense  of  Civil  Engineer  A.  G.  Menocal  is 
expected  to  raise  a  similar  issue. 

Naval  Constructor  Bowles,  who  is  superintending  the  repairs  to  the  dry  dock,  and 
Civil  Engineer  M.  T.  Endicott,  assistant  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Bocks,  were  ordered  to  make  an  investigation.  Their  letters  have  been  forwarded 
to  Mr.  Hilbora. 

Mr.  Hi  1  bom  told  me  to-night  the  officers  had  agreed  that  the  navy-yard  soil  is 
folly  capable  of  resisting  the  pressure  from  the  weight  of  the  three  docks  now  in  the 
yard.    Mr.  Endicott  says  in  his  memorandum : 

SOIL  SUFFIdBNT  FOR  TWO  DOCKS. 

''The  character  of  the  soil  at  the  New  York  Navy  Yard*,  upon  the  shores  of  the 
Wsllabont  Channel,  has  been  fairly  well  known  for  the  last  sixty  years.''  He  cites 
the  opinions  thereon  derived  by  CoL  Loammi  Baldwin  in  1835,  Professor  Courtenay 
in  1842,  and  William  J.  McAlpine,  who  was  the  engineer  of  the  granite  dock  for  more 
than  three  years.  He  says  the  granite  dock  "has  remained  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial in  the  world  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

"Dry  dock  No.  2,  a  timber  construction,  was  successfully  founded  at  that  yard  in 
1890,"  he  continues,  *' under  conditions  that  were  difficult,  but  less  troublesome  than 
those  met  in  the  granite  dry  dock.  It  has  remained  stable  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  has  shown  no  lack  of  ability  to  sustain  the  heaviest  ehips  admitted. 

"Dry  dock  No.  3  was  founded  upon  a  site  immediately  adjoining  that  of  No.  2,  and 
performed  its  office  perfectly  until  it  sprung  a  leak,  but  at  the  present  time  it  appears 
that  the  injuries  it  suffered  were  due  to  faults  of  man  and  not  to  any  innerent 
inadaptability  of  tiie  soil. 

"The  materials  found  in  this  site  have  been  sand  and  clay  in  varying  proportions, 
with  some  mica,  all  in  irregular  formation,  with  water,  which  has  rendered  it '  quick' 
in  nature  and  particularly  liable  to  develop  springs. 

"The  entire  water  front  of  the  yard  as  it  exists  to-day  was  originally  under  water, 
80  that  all  dry  docks  constructed  at  that  yard  are  necessarily  wholly  or  in  part  upon 
sites  called  'made'  land.  The  locality  is  not  an  ideal  one  or  what  would  be  classed 
aa  very  good,  but  it  contains  no  obstacles  that  can  not  be  successfully  met." 

dVIL  KXPKRT8  MAT  EXAMIM1S  SOIL. 

Secretary  Long  may  send  civilian  experts  to  Brooklyn  to  investigate  the  condition 
of  the  soil. 

1 8SW  Kepresentative  Hilbom  to-night,  and  he  said : 

"The  statements  made  by  Naval  Constructor  Bowles  and  Civil  Engineer  Endicott 
coincide  with  my  opinion.  Representatives  of  floating  dry-dock  schemes  with  whom 
I  have  talked,  however,  assert  that  the  defectis  developed  in  dry  dock  No.  3  were  due 
to  the  character  of  the  soil 

"If  it  should  be  shown  that  the  soil  is  responsible  for  causing  defects,  then  it 
wonld  be  throwing  money  away  to  continue  to  repair  dock  No.  3. 

"1  do  not  believe  that  the  Brooklyn  Navy- Yard  is  an  ideal  site  for  docks,  but  that 
we  can  build  a  dock  there  and  maintain  it  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  we  have  one 
wooden  and  one  granite  dock  that  have  done  good  service. 

"  Dry  dock  No.  3  accommodated  the  battle  ship  MassachusetU  satisfactorily.  Its 
bottom  was  able  to  stand  the  weight.  The  defects  which  have  developed  have 
Appeared  at  the  entrance  to  the  dock,  and  have  no  reference,  it  is  my  opinion,  to  the 
eiksracter  of  the  soU.'' 


Exhibit  No.  34a. 

FACTS  ABOUT  DRY  DOCKS. 

From  an  interesting  pamphlet  compiled  by  the  Simpson  Dry  Dook  Company,  giving 
s  brief  history  of  the  naval  dry  docKS  of  toe  United  States  and  of  a  number  of  dry 
docks  of  private  companies,  it  appears  that  the  timber  dock  is  better,  more  endurable, 
tod  cheaper  than  the  granite  or  concrete  dock.  It  appears  also  that  the  dock  of  the 
Baltimore  Dry  Dock  Company,  made  of  yellow  pine  and  white  oak  and  iinisbed  in 
1880,  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  United  States,  being  constructed  on  correct  principles 
md  satisfactory  in  all  respects.    It  has  an  extreme  length  on  coping  of  504  feet  and 


126  DRY    DOCK    ON    THE    SEVERN    RIVER,   MARYLAND. 

on  the  floor  of  470  feet  and  the  depth  of  j^ate  sill  below  high  water  in  23  fe<*t.  Vfhfh 
not  so  large  ae  the  largest  steameis  of  the  present  day  require,  it  meets  the  neednof 
nearly  nil  ships  that  enter  this  port,  and  testlHes  by  its  continned  naefnluess  to  the 
soandness  of  the  principles  on  which  it  was  built. 

The  trouble  about  granite  or  concrete  docks  is  that  they  are  extremely  costly,  take 
many  years  to  construct,  are  almost  sure  to  leak,  cost  heavily  yearly  for  repairs,  aod 
are  generally  unreliable.  This  at  least  is  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  Instorr 
of  the  dry  docks  made  for  the  United  States.  Their  cost  is  three  or  four  times  that 
of  wooden  docks,  and  experience  does  not  show  that  they  last  longer  in  ti**od.  condi- 
tion. As  respects  repairs,  the  wooden  dock  has  a  great  advantage,  Bee4ling  few  or 
no  repairs,  as  a  rule,  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years. 

There  is  another  species  of  dock,  the  floating  dock,  made  of  steel,  which  c4Mts  aboat 
twice  as  much  as  the  timber  dock,  and  is  said  to  be  less  dnrable  and  efficient.  In  this 
country  such  docks  are  used  only  in  repairing  the  hulls  of  the  smaller  classes  of  ves- 
sels, but  abroad  they  are  used  for  large  vessels.  At  Bermuda  the  British  Goveroment 
has  an  iron  floating  dock,  made  in  1869,  which  is  381  feet  long  over  all  and  390  feet 
long  inside.  It  cost  $1,250,000.  The  objections  to  snch  docks  are  numerous.  The 
one  at  Bermuda  costs  $65^000  a  year  for  repairs.  The  iron  rusts  rapidly  in  ptrtt 
which  can  not  be  painted.  It  lacks  stability.  Added  to  this  is  the  fact  that  besidei 
the  dock  itself  there  must  be  a  basin  in  which  to  sink  it,  which  basin  moat  be  kept 
deep  and  costs  heavily  for  dredging. 


Exhibit  BTo.  346. 
timber  docks  inferior. 

The  House  Nayal  Committee,  howeyer,  ignored  the  reoommendatioiu  of  experti. 

Washington,  March  18. — The  decision  of  the  House  Naval  Committee  aatboriz|iig 
the  construction  of  six  dry  docks,  with  a  provision  that  Ave  be  bnilt  of  timber^  is 
not  viewed  with  favor  by  the  civil  engineers  and  officers  of  the  bureau  under  whose 
charge  this  part  of  naval  material  comes,  and  is  contrary  to  the  recommendationi  of 
the  special  dock  board  and  of  the  experts  sent  to  Europe  for  the  purpoee  of  investi- 
gating the  dock  system  in  the  leading  centers  of  commerce. 

While  the  timber  structure  is  far  less  expensive  than  the  masonry,  the  repain 
necessary  to  maintain  the  former  type  in  condition  almost  make  up  for  the  differsoos 
in  original  cost.  This  is  emphasized  by  the  sums  expended  on  docks  in  the  past 
eight  years  and  the  disgraoefdl  condition  of  some  at  the  present  time.  The  officials 
or  the  docking  bureaus  here  say  that  a  first-class  masonry  dock,  with  a  capacitj  for 
the  largest  war  vessels,  will  cost  $1,250,000,  and  a  timber  dock  of  eqnal  dimensions 
could  he  built  for  $700,000.  The  latter  dock  has  not  the  life,  howeyer^  of  thefonner, 
and  is  constantly  going  to  decay. 

The  timber  dock  of  New  York  was  completed  seven  years  ago,  and  doring  this 
time  $85,000  has  been  devoted  to  repairs.  That  at  Port  Royal  has  been  ready  for  the 
Navy  only  a  few  years,  and  has  docked  so  far  but  two  war  vessels^  yet  in  this  period 
the  Navy' has  been  compelled  to  expend  $75,000  to  maintain  it  m  condition.  TIm 
Norfolk  dock  has  required  similar  expenditures,  the  damage  sustained  being  chiefly 
due  to  the  ravagi^s  of  the  marine  worm. 

There  is  in  Great  Britain  a  masonry  dock  built  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteeoth 
century  which  is  still  available  for  small  vessels.  In  it  many  of  England's  famous 
war  vessels  have  been  taken.  In  view  of  the  experience  of  British  dock  ownoit 
with  the  solid  type  and  cost  of  repairs  to  wooden  docks,  the  experts  are  sorprised 
the  committee  should  insist  on  authorizing  timber  docks. 


Exhibit  No.  35. 

WEALTH  OF  STONE  IN  MARYLAND. 

Rich  deposits  adapted  to  building  purposes — Quarrying  rocks  and  marbles  in  tiie 
State  has  become  a  leading  industry — Superior  quality  of  all  the  several  varieties- 
Research  into  the  matter  by  the  Geological  Survey — Will  publish  an  exhaastirs 
treatise  with  abundant  information — Much  labor  expended  with  excellent  results- 
Sections  where  best  specimens  are  found. 

Prof.  George  P.  Merrill,  curator  of  geology  in  the  United  States  National  Mussnm 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  a  recognized  authority  on  the  natural  structural  materials  of 
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tlie  eonntry,  in  eo^j unction  with  Prof.  Edward  B.  Matthews,  of  the  Johua  HopkioB 
Uniyenity,  under  the  auBpicee  of  the  Maryland  geological  suirey,  yesterday  com- 
pleted the  mannaerirpt  for  a  valuable  Tolume  upon  The  Building  Stones  of  Maryland, 
whieh  will  form  a  part  of  the  forthcoming  second  report  of  the  State  geological  and 
economic  sorvey.  The  volume  will  be  the  first  comprehensive  survey  of  this  impor- 
tsat  branch  of  Maryland's  indnstri^  wealth.  It  represents  nearly  two  years  of 
painstaking  labor  on  the  part  of  the  authors  and  numerous  other  geologists  who 
save  aesisted. 

The  material,  as  brought  together  in  this  volume,  gives  a  history  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  stone-<}usrrying  industries  of  the  State,  summarizes  the  deductions  of 
all  previous  investigations  of  this  field,  and  contains,  in  addition,  the  results  of 
zscent  extensive  studies  throughout  the  entire  northern  portion  of  the  State  through 
whieh  these  deposits  are  scattered. 

SOMX  OF  THX  CONTXMTB. 

The  comparative  and  economic  values  of  the  various  stone  areas  are  given  m  com- 
^hensire  detail,  with  extensive  tabulated  statements,  maps,  drawings,  photo- 
graphs, etc.  The  scientific  valne  of  the  whole  is  made  complete  by  the  tuldition  of 
chemical  analTses  of  the  various  stones,  as  well  as  tables  showinjp^  the  amount  of 
pressure  which  the  rocks  will  stand  without  crushing;  the  ratio  of  absorption, 
•howing  the  relative  amount  of  moisture  which  the  rocks  may  take  up  in  exposure 
to  dampness.  Sach  knowledge  is  an  important  feature  in  judging  the  economic 
Tshie  of  Toeks,  as  this  determines,  in  great  measure,  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
rocks  disintegrate  when  exposed  to  atmospheric  agents.  Closely  allied  to  the  abeorp- 
lion  testa  are  the  tables  on  freezing  and  thawing,  which  have  been  prepared  with 
grrait  care  by  the  authors.  They  also  note  the  amount  of  material  lost  through  the 
alternate  freteziug  and  rending  of  the  stones  by  the  effects  of  expansion  and  contrao- 
Men  of  water  particles  in  the  interstices  of  the  rocks. 

These  tests  are  of  wide  scientific  and  economic  interest,  as  they  determine  the 
mercantile  value  of  the  stone.  Professor  Merrill  has  devoted  considerable  space  in 
his  treatment  of  the  general  properties  of  rocks  to  an  elucidation  of  the  scope  and 
value  of  deductions  from  such  tests  to  architeote  and  builders.  The  volume,  there- 
fore, when  complete,  will  not  only  be  of  interest  to  geologists  and  other  scientists, 
but  will  be  of  especial  interest  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  quarrying  the  rock, 
eanyittg  it  to  market,  preparing  it  for  nse,  and,  finally,  to  architects  and  builders. 

Stone  quarrying  has  been  a  prominent  feature  among  Maryland's  industries  for 
more  than  a  century,  her  stone  deposits  furnishing  varieties  of  utility  in  every  branch 
of  stone  industry,  from  statuary  and  ornamental  work  to  the  humble  cobblestone. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THK  HffDUSTRY. 

The  volume,  in  its  historical  discussion,  shows  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
esntnry  a  wave  of  interest  in  internal  improvements  swept  over  the  country.  The 
hills  and  valleys  were  scoured  in  search  of  material  to  supply  the  demand  for  stone. 
The  building  of  railroads  and  canals  and  the  erection  of  bridges  required  by  these 
were  important  factors  in  stimulating  the  development  of  the  State's  quarrying 
industries.  The  Port  Deposit  quarries  first  felt  the  spirit  of  activity  in  supplying 
the  approaches  and  foundations  for  the  road  and  toll  bridge  across  the  Susquehanna 
Biver,  which  was  constructed  by  the  Port  Deposit  Bridge  Company  within  or  near 
tile  present  limits  of  the  town  of  Port  Deposit.  Other  quarries  at  various  points 
began  operations  at  this  time  in  marble,  granite,  sandstone,  and  slate ;  but  the  chief 
im])etns  to  this  industry,  which  assured  for  it  permanency  in  Maryland,  came  when 
the  United  States  officials  found  that  the  sandstones  used  in  the  White  House  and 
other  prominent  Government  buildings  at  Washington  were  unsatisfactory,  and 
that  it  was  necessary  to  locate  sources  of  enpply  other  than  those  at  Acquia  Creek, 
Virginia. 

Id  1847,  before  plans  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  had  been  fullv  completed, 
Prof.  David  Dale  Owen,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  geologists  of  that  day,  was 
iSBt  to  inspect  the  deposits  of  marble,  granite,  and  sandstone  then  being  qnarried 
•a  a  small  scale  at  Cockeysville,  Woodstock,  and  Seneca  Creek,  this  State.  He 
took  back  to  Washington  many  specimens  of  the  rocks  exposed  and  gave  glowing 
aeeonnta  of  the  abundance  and  quality  of  the  deposits.  The  regents  of  the  institu- 
tion were  in  a  quandary  as  to  which  of  the  three  specimens  to  choose,  so  excellent 
were  they  all.  The  contracts  were  finally  let  for  the  Seneca  stone.  This  contract 
attracted  widespread  attention  to  the  Maryland  quarries.  At  once  an  industry  was 
bm  which  to-day  contributes  more  than  one  million  dollars  annually  to  the  wealth 
of  the  State. 
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WHERK  THE  STONE  IS  FOUND. 

In  their  description  of  the  prominent  areas  the  authors  show  that  all  of  the  quar- 
ries of  the  State  of  any  imnortance  are  situated  in  the  northern  group  of  coontici 
from  Cecil  to  Garrett.  Eacii  of  these  counties  has  deposits  within  its  lioiita  exten- 
sive enough  and  of  sufficient  excellent  quality  to  support  one  or  more  good-eizsd 
industries. 

Summarizing  the  details  of  the  entire  report,  we  may  glean  the  following  &ctiooB- 
ceming  the  stone  industry  in  the  different  counties: 

In  Cecil  County  the  principal  building  stone  is  granite.  Alon^  the  shores  of  the 
Susquehanna  River  rise  bold  cliffs  which  furnish  Ideal  opportunities  for  quarrying. 
The  quarries  at  Port  Deposit  furnish  material  for  many  of  the  first-rlasi  jobs 
throughout  the  country.  The  ease  with  which  the  stone  may  be  loaded  either  on 
cars  or  schooners  adds  greatly  to  its  value.  It  would  be  an  important  deposit  in  soy 
case,  because  of  its  beauty  and  the  ease  with  which  it  is  worked.  The  Port  Deposit 
granite  appears  so  widely  in  Baltimore's  residences  and  public  bnildinga.  It  is  s 
light,  pleasing  gray  stone,  mottled  with  more  or  less  parallel  flakes  of  black  miea. 
At  Frenchtown  the  quarry  is  much  younger,  but  it  bids  fair  to  become  an  estab- 
lished and  extensive  enterprise. 

HARFORD'S  WEALTH  OF  SLATE. 

Harford  County  abounds  in  a  great  variety  of  rocks,  but  it  receives  its  chief 
revenue  from  two  sources,  viz,  fh>m  the  slate  quarries  at  Delta  and  from  the  ser- 
pentine quarries  on  Broad  Creek. 

Maryland  has  never  received  due  credit  for  the  abundant  and  valuable  depoeite 
of  slate  in  this  county.  This  is  so  because  all  of  the  material  is  shipped  from 
Delta,  Pa.,  the  State  line  passing  through  the  town.  The  principal  activity  is  all  on 
the  Marvland  side  of  the  line.  The  highest  skill  is  required  in  splitting^  the  slates 
to  the  desired  thickness,  and  in  order  to  become  expert  one  must  begin  in  esrly 
boyhood  to  follow  the  trade  of  hin  father.  The  art  is  retained  in  a  few  families 
from  generation  to  generation,  each  skilled  ''splitter''  imparting  his  knowled^ 
only  to  his  own  son  or  to  the  orphaned  children  of  a  decreased  fellow-workman. 

The  quarries  of  this  area  are  situated  in  a  single  line  along  the  top  of  the  well- 
known  ''  Slate  Ridge.''  The  value  of  the  slate  puts  it  among  the  very  best  of  the 
blue-blsck  slates  of  this  country.  Therefore,  the  expense  of  piodnotion  is  non 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  quality  of  the  product. 

BEAUTIFUL  '*  VERDE- ANTIQUE." 

From  the  time  of  the  earliest  Roman  sculptors  and  builders  men  have  prized  sod 
sought  for  deposits  of  the  beautiful  **  verde-antique"  marble  which  added  so  much 
to  &e  beauty  of  the  cathedrals  of  ancient  Italy.  Maryland  is  fortunate  in  the  pos- 
session of  many  deposits  of  this  beautiful  and  valuable  stone.  Nowhere  do  tliey 
abound  more  richly  than  along  Broad  Creek,  in  northeastern  Harford  Coo  I7. 
These  quarries  are  at  present  not  worked  owing  ^  the  lack  of  transportation  fs«il- 
Ities.  Many  of  the  private  dwellings  of  the  city  contain  specimens  of  this  beaatifol 
rock,  a  rock  which  is  so  well  adapted  to  interior  decorations,  mantels,  and  ornft- 
mental  slabs. 

THE  COCKEYSVILLB  MARBLES. 

The  building-stone  industry  in  Baltimore  and  Howard  counties  receives  its  stim- 
ulus from  the  proximity  of  the  formation  to  Baltimore.  The  largest  industries  sn 
centered  in  the  quarrying  of  marbles  at  CockeysvUle  and  the  granites  and  gneissM 
along  the  Patapsco  River,  near  Ellicott  City,  and  at  Woodsto^.  The  quarries  tt 
Cockeysville  and  Texas  first  came  into  notice  in  the  construction  of  the  magnifioest 
shaft  erected  on  Mount  Vernon  Place  to  George  Washington.  The  three  blodcs,  com- 
prising the  figure  of  Washington,  were  originallv  quarried  as  a  single  piece  orer 
17  feet  longat  the  Taylor  quarry  near  Cockeysville,  and  was  presented  by  F.T.  D. 
Taylor,  of  Baltimore  County.  It  was  this  monument  which  called  the  attention  sf 
Architect  Mills,  of  the  Capitol,  to  the  beauty  and  excellence  of  l^is  stone.  Hence 
the  subsequent  use  of  Cockeysville  marble  in  many  of  the  most  prominent  Federsl 
buildings  at  Washington.  The  Beaver  Dam  quarries  have  developed  a  system  of 
quarrying  which  has  enabled  it  to  furnish  40- ton  monoliths  for  the  new  city  court' 
house. 

SOME  EXCELLENT  GRANITES. 

The  granites  about  Woodstock  have  long  been  known,  but  were  turned  to  little 
commercial  account  until  after  the  visit  of  Prof.  David  Dale  Owen  in  1847.  He 
called  attention  to  the  superior  quality  of  the  material,  and  remarked  upon  the 
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peonliar  forms  which  the  rock  showed  in  the  quarries.  The  rock  here  is  a  black- 
mica  jirranite,  varying  from  light  to  dark  gray  in  color,  of  medium  texture,  but  exeep- 
tionally  well  suited  to  general  building  purposes.  It  is  found  in  the  Fidelity 
Building,  at  Charles  and  Lexington  streets.  Somewhat  farther  down  the  Patapsoo, 
near  Ellicott  City,  on  each  side  of  the  river,  are  smaller  quarries  of  granite  aiMl 
gneiss.  It  was  from  these  quarries  that,  in  1812,  stone  was  hauled  for  the  Catholic 
Catheilral  in  Baltimore,  in  teamn  drawn  each  by  nine  yoke  of  oxen,  as  told  in  a 
paper  by  Robert  Gilmor,  jr.,  published  in  1814. 

Other  good  deposits  of  granite  are  scattered  through  both  counties,  among  which 
(he  most  important  is  that  at  Guilford,  a  few  miles  north  of  Annapolis  Jnnction. 
Here  a  beautiful,  fine-grained  rock,  well  adapted  to  monumental  requirements,  is 
quarried.    This  industry  is  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities. 

FREDERICK  AND  CARROLL  COUNTIES. 

Scattered  through  Frederick  and  Carroll  counties  the  survey  has  found  frequent 
exposures  of  marbles  and  limestones  which  may  be  of  value  as  building  stones. 
Most  of  them,  however,  are  so  fragile  that  little  successful  quarrying  has  been 
earned  on.  Still  the  stones  are  so  beautiful  that  some  means  should  be  devised  by 
.which  these  marbles,  as  beautiful  as  the  Tennessee  or  Sienna  stone,  may  be  utilized. 
The  sandstones  of  both  counties  are  capable  of  wide  development  whenever  a 
demand  is  created  and  transportation  facilities  provided.  Most  of  the  quarrying  at 
the  present  time  is  in  small  openings,  or,  where  tho  operations  are  on  a  larger  scale, 
the  material  is  used  almost  entirely  for  fertilizing  purposes,  from  which  a  large 
industry  has  developed.  A  notable  exception  is  the  extensive  quarrying  of  Potomac 
marbles,  or  ''  calico  rock,''  at  Point  of  Rocks.  This  material  first  came  into  notice 
through  a  Baltimorean.  who  suggested  that  this  rock  was  just  the  thing  for  the  pil- 
lars in  the  Hall  of  Representatives  at  Washington.  His  suggestion  was  adopted, 
vith  the  result  that  this  almost  unknown  stone  received  the  most  prominent  position 
tmong  those  represented  in  the  construction  of  the  interior  of  the  Capitol  at  Wash- 
ington. The  stone  is  now  quarried  for  interior  decoration  in  cases  where  the 
great  range  in  color  and  the  irregularity  in  texture  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  mosaics 
in  which  it  is  placed. 

SENKCA  SANDSTONES. 

Montgomery  furmshes  sandstone  of  such  a  nature  that  it  supplies  far  more  than 
all  local  demand.  At  Seneca  Creek  there  is  quarried  a  light  reddish-brown  sand- 
stone of  fine  and  even  texture  which  is  well  adapted  to  all  kinds  of  building  and 
ornamental  work.  This  is  the  stone  which  has  been  pronounced  by  a  leading  expert 
to  be  ''  one  of  the  best  Triassic  sandstones  in  the  country."  This  sandstone  has  been 
qoarried  in  a  more  or  less  systematic  way  since  1774,  when  it  was  used  in  the  con- 
Btrnction  of  the  old  Potomac  Canal.  In  1832  it  was  used  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal,  and  in  1847  it  was  chosen  as  the  material  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in 
Washington. 

IN  WESTERN  MARYLAND. 

The  authors  show  that  the  three  counties  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  con- 
tain abundant  supplies  of  limestones,  sandstones,  and  fiags,  whi<m  serve  to  satisfy 
mnch  of  the  local  demand  for  building  stones.  Most  of  these  have  not  been  developed 
as  they  deserve.  Even  at  Cumberland  material  is  imported  from  Ohio  in  preference 
to  using  the  abundant  supplies  which  may  be  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

The  statistical  portion  of  the  report  shows  the  following  output  for  the  year 
1896-87: 

6ranit«  and  gneiss $355,000 

Marbles  and  limestones 110,500 

Slate 90,100 

Sandstones ^ 35,969 

Serpentine 1,000 

Lime  and  cement 472,392 

Miscellaneous 2,000 

Total , 1,166,961 

A  feature  of  the  volnme  is  the  illustrations.  Five  varieties  of  illustrations  will 
be  need.  They  are  colored  maps  showing  the  distribution  of  the  various  sources  of 
available  building  stones,  heliotype  plates  of  specimens  of  granites,  serpentines, 
and  marbles  from  various  quarries,  presenting  the  appearance  of  each  of  the  stones 
in  the  most  minute  detail  of  form  and  tint;  reproduced  photographs  of  prominent 
quarries  in  the  State ;  illustrations  of  hand  specimens  of  the  building  stones,  and 
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au  especially  valuable  series  of  photomicroffraphs,  preBentlug,  with  marve 
accuracy,  the  appearance  of  each  stone  under  the  microscope. 

The  heliotype  plates  will  represent  granites  from  Port  Deposit,  Woodstock,  Klli 
City,  and  Guilford,  sandstone  from  Seneca,  serpentine  from  Broad  Creek,  ma 
from  Cockeysville,  and  breccia  from  Point  of  Kocks.  The  maps  will  indicate 
distribution  of  granites  and  gneisses,  marbles  and  serpentines,  sandstone  and  qua 
ites  (double),  slates  and  flagging.  The  quarries  shown  will  be  those  at  Port  Dep< 
Falls  Road,  Cockeysville  (two  views),  Seneca,  Peachbottom,  Bare  Hills,  Woodsl 
(two  views),  Mill,  Column,  Stevenson,  Ijamsville,  Edmondson  avenue^  Point  of  Kt 
quarry,  and  formations  at  Cumberland.  The  treatise  on  Maryland  buildiQKSt< 
will  be  Part  1,  of  Volume  11,  of  the  Maryland  geological  survey  reports.  Prof.  ^ 
liam  B.  Clark,  the  director  of  the  survey,  and  the  authors  of  the  work  are  to  be  < 
gratulated  npon  bringing  together  so  many  important  facts,  and  for  the  systematic 
conducted  study  of  the  present  condition  of  one  of  the  State's  important  industi 
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NOT  SUITABLE  FOR  A  DRY  DOCK. 

Naval  experts  say  Round  Bay,  near  Annapolis,  is  too  far  Arom  the  sea  to  be  vtili 

Washington,  January  24. — Officials  of  the  Navy  Department  do  not  favor  ^e  1 
tion  of  a  Government  dry  dock  at  Round  Bay,  near  Annapolis,  on  the  Severn  Ri 
and  believe  a  survey  would  prove  that  the  establishment  of  a  naval  station  there  ii 

iiraoticable,  owing  to  the  lack  of  water  facilities.  The  communication  of  (Tovei 
^owndes  to  the  Maryland  legislature  referring  to  the  sobject  has  been  read  i 
interest  by  the  offieiafs  under  whose  direction  dry  docks  come,  but  they  declare  t 
as  the  location  of  a  dock  always  means  the  establishment  of  necessary  shops  to  a 
on  the  repairs  of  vessels,  it  is  more  economical  to  have  docks,  when  possible,  at 
big  navy-yards. 

The  fact  that  Round  Bay  is  so  far  from  the  sea  overweighs,  in  the  opinion  of 
dry -dock  experts,  all  other  advantages  it  may  have.  A  battle  ship  or  cruiser  inji 
in  action  may  require  the  immediate  use  of  a  dock,  and  the  nearer  the  better, 
claimed.  The  officials  seriously  qaestion  whether  a  large  ship  conld  reach  Ro 
Bay  except  by  the  expenditure  of  a  vast  sum  of  money  to  dig  out  a  channel, 
however,  the  land  is  ceded  to  the  Government  it  is  possible  some  other  use  ma; 
found  for  it. 

The  large  ships  of  the  Navy  can  not  now  approach  nearer  than  6  miles  of 
Naval  Academy,  on  account  of  a  bar  at  the  rivers  month,  and  as  Round  Bay  ii 
eral  miles  up  the  river,  it  is  said  a  channel  the  entire  way  wonld  have  to  be  dred 
in  order  that  vessels  drawing  over  20  feet  could  get  to  the  dock.  The  experts 
no  place  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay  is  suitable  for  the  establisment  of  a  dry  dock 
account  of  the  distance  from  the  ocean.  A  vessel  requiring  docking  conid  re 
Norfolk  or  Newport  News,  it  is  stated,  many  hours  before  she  coold  possibly  g^ 
Annapolis. 


Exhibit  No.  37. 

WAR  SHIPS  NEED  DOCKING. 

Some  of  them  long  past  the  time  required  by  the  regulations. 

Washington,  March  4.>-The  Navy  Department  feels  that  it  wonld  be  most  das 
ble  to  dock  some  of  the  war  ships  now  at  and  near  Key  West,  and  if  it  were  not 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  this  course  would  be  speedily  adopted.  The  regi 
tions  provide  for  docking  every  six  months,  in  order  to  keep  the  bottoms  of  tb« 


ships  free  from  marine  growth.    This  period  has  been  long  exceeded  in  the  cas 
several  of  the  ships  of  Admiral  Sicard's  squadron. 
The  battle  ship  Iowa  is  the  worst  off  in  this  particular,  and  it  will  be  a  yearn 


considerably  worse  in  tropical  waters,  particularly  those  about  Florida,  where 
marine  growth  is  very  luxuriant.  The  Navy  officials  say  this  condition  is  noi 
serious  in  injuring  the  hulls  of  the  ships  as  in  crippling  their  movements.  It  bi 
them  slow  to  respond  in  action^  and  practically  prevent>s  rapid  manenvers. 
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While  tliis  coodition  is  regretted,  the  Navy  Department  has  determined  not  to 
ftttempt  any  docking  at  the  present  time.  Instead  of  that  the  expedient  less  satis- 
isctory  than  docking,  hut  still  valuable,  of  having  the  ship's  divers  clean  the  bottoms, 
will  be  resorted  to  in  ease  of  need.  At  present  it  is  not  thought  that  the  necessities 
of  the  case  require  the  divers  to  go  to  work.  In  case  pacific  conditions  continue  for 
another  month  or  six  weeks  the  Department  hopes  to  have  the  New  York  Navy- Y'ard 
dock  ready  for  use.  In  that  case  the  ships  would  be  docked  one  at  a  time,  the  Iowa 
going  first,  the  JdiuuichuietU  next,  and  so  on  in  the  order  of  their  greatest  need. 


Exhibit  No.  37A. 

JOnn  RESOLUTIONS  and  memorial  of  the  general  Msembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland  to  ConcrcM 
relative  to  the  fortification,  defense,  and  armament  of  certain  places  along  the  Chesapeake  Bay, 
Ibr  the  proper  defense  of  the  capitol  of  Maryland,  at  Annapolis;  and  of  the  Capitol  of  the  United 
StateA,  at  Washington  City,  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  the  more  perfect  defense  of  the  dty  of 
Bsltimorei  Maryland. 

Whereas  the  capitol  of  the  State  of  Maryland  is  at  this  time  without  adequate 
fortification,  military  defense,  and  armament  in  the  event  of  an  attack  by  a  hostile 
force;  and 

Whereas  in  the  opinion  of  competent  military  authority  the  defense  of  the 
spproaches  to  the  harbor  at  Annapolis  is  not  only  a  direct  defense  of  the  capitol  of 
the  State  of  Maryland^  but  also  an  indirect  defense  of  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States, 
St  Washington  City,  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  effect  and  fact  supplements  the 

5 resent  and  proposed  defense  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  approaches  to  Baltimore  City, 
[aryland;  and 

Whereas  all  said  matters  are  of  the  highest  national  importance  at  this  time, 
eotitling  them  to  the  serious  attention  oi  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  ana 
the  immediate  action  of  Congress,  now  in  session :  Therefore, 

Be  it  tesolred  by  the  general  aseembly  of  Maryland,  That  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepreeentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  respectfully  requested  (by  an  amendment  to  the  bill  H.  R.  7441, 
Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  ''making  appropriations  for  fortifications  and 
other  works  of  defense,  and  for  the  armament  thereof,  for  the  procurement  of  h«»avy 
ordnance  for  trial  and  service^  and  for  other  purposes,"  or  by  a  proper  amendment 
to  some  other  i>ending  appropriation  or  other  bill)  to  authorize  and  make  obligatory 
upon  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  to  be  duly  examined  at  once  and  report  to  (Jon- 
gress  the  character,  kind,  extent,  and  cost  of  fortifications  and  other  works  of 
defense  and  armament  which  ought  to  be  established  by  the  United  States  at  those 
points  along  the  western  shore  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  in  the  State  of  Mary  laud, 
known  and  desi^ated  as  ''Thomas  Point,"  "ToUeys  Point,"  "Horn  Point." 
''Greensburys  Point,"  "Hacketts  Point,"  and  "Sandy  Point,"  and  also  along  t^e 
western  shore  of  Kent  Island  opposite  to  said  named  points,  by  proper  defenses; 
either  permanent  to  be  established  upon,  or  floating  to  be  established  at,  said  points 
and  shore  as  thr;y  now  exist;  or  by  proper  and  adequate  extensions  thereof  (either 
by  piling  or  by  stone  walls,  or  by  some  other  proper  methods  along  and  across  and 
over  the  shoals  opposite  to  and  adjoining  said  points  and  shore  as  all  of  the  same 
now  exist,  and  as  shown  by  chart  No.  135  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  of 
Chesapeake  Bay),  so  as  to  secure  a  protection,  as  near  perfect  as  may  be,  for  the 
due  defense  of  that  portion  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  which  is  situate  between  the 
western  shore  of  Kent  Island  and  said  named  points  opposite  thereto  on  the  western 
•bore  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  which  de&nses  are  believed  to  be  necessary  in 
order  to  properly  protect  the  capitol  of  this  State  and  the  capitol  of  the  United 
States,  and  also  the  approaches  to  the  city  of  Baltimore  via  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Adopted  by  the  house  of  delegates  March  15,  1898.  Adopted  by  the  State  senate 
March  23, 1898.    At  Annapolis,  Md. 

The  views  of  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  as  recited  in  its  foregoing  joint 
TMolutions  and  memorial  to  Congress,  are  still  further  strongly  confirmed  by  a  very 
sble  article  by  Gen.  Joseph  B.  Seth,  of  Maryland,  published  in  the  Baltimore  Ameri- 
can of  March  28,  1898,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

DBFENSS8  NBKDED  FOR  ANNAPOLIS. 

Hie  State  capital  in  danger  in  case  of  war — A  hostile  army  would  be  apt  to  take  the 
city  in  order  to  reaM)h  Washington — Fortifications  to  protect  her  would  make  Bal- 
timore doubly  secure — Two  points  suggested — The  route  which  an  invader  would 
Srobably  follow  in  order  to  advance  upon  the  national  capital— Views  of  General 
eth  on  the  subject. 

Since  the  overhanging  war  cloud  has  assumed  an  ominous  hue  many  of  the  hithei-to 
tacitam  men  of  our  community,  knowu  for  tlioir  spirit  of  conservatism,  have  begun 
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to  turn  their  attention  toward  snggestions  hardened  with  the  wisdom  of  praci 
For  instance,  everyone  is  advising  expenditure  of  utmost  care  toward  the  pn 
of  etfeotive  defenses  in  protection  qf  our  seahoard  cities.  Since  it  is  jurenera 
ceded  that  upon  the  hosom  of  the  sea  will  ride  all  the  possible  perils  wbi 
beset  this  country,  it  is  imperative  that  due  oantion  should  be  paid  to  the  es 
ment  of  proper  and  sufficient  fortiti cations. 

'*  We  are  all  interested  in  the  fate  of  Maryland  and  all  that  pertains  to  he 
Qen.  Joseph  B.  Seth.  "  Therefore  it  is  natural  that  our  first  concern  should  Im 
when  we  stand  face  to  face  with  the  possibilities  of  war.  Maryland  is  an  ini 
]ioint  in  the  event  of  hostilities.  And  that  for  several  reasons.  In  the  firs 
the  splendid  city  of  Baltimore  is  a  tempting  target  for  the  enemy.  And  the  i 
cent  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  offer  the  roadway  for  the  enemy's  navy.  Be 
is  another  city  lying  contiguous  to  the  Chesapeake  which  would  probabl; 
more  desirable  to  an  adversary  than  Baltimore,  and  that  is  Annapolis. 

*^  It  may  seem  strange  for  any  such  statement  to  be  made,  and  yet  I  belie 
true.  Why?  That  is  very  easy  of  explanation.  In  the  first  place,  if  001 
should  ever  arise  in  which  our  foes  should  desire  to  advance  on  Washington, 
and  only  possible  route  would  be  by  way  of  Annapolis.  A  shrewd  invade 
hardly  have  the  audacity  to  venture  by  water  up  the  Potomac,  nor  woul* 
likely  to  undertake  a  campaign  through  Virginia.  In  truth,  no  road  to  Was! 
would  be  half  so  desirable  as  the  one  from  Annapolis,  that  city  being  made  I 
of  hostile  operations. 

**  To  make  that  feasible  all  that  would  be  necessary  would  be  merely  the 
of  the  ibrtifications  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay.  Though  that  point  is  believe 
thoroughly  well  defended,  both  with  mines  and  other  ingenious  construction 
not  satisfy  my  own  judgment  that  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  is  impassa 
is  not  so  easy  to  impregnably  fortify  a  wide  and  mobile  entrance  to  so  large 
of  water  as  might  be  supposed.  Therefore  it  is  my  impression  that  if  wai 
be  declared  the  city  of  Annapolis  is  far  from  safe.  The  very  moment  a  sin^ 
be  it  large  or  be  it  small,  should  ever  effect  its  entrance  into  the  bay,  ti 
would  be  thoroughly  and  hopelcHsly  at  its  mercy. 

''I  think  there  is  less  danger  for  Baltimore.  That  city  is  not  dependent  n 
fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay.  It  has  been  abundantly  supplied 
splendid  equipment  of  defenses  which  will  preserve  her  harmless  against 
invasion. 

''Since  our  State  capital, however,  is  thrown  open  to  the  enemy,  it  strikes  ; 
a  wise  policy  would  suggest  that  some  effective  defenses  be  erected.  Th* 
point  in  the  bay  where  such  could  be  achieved  with  the  most  perfect  succ 
fact  there  are  two  available  sites.  One  is  Sharps  Island,  just  off  the  moutl 
Choptank  River;  the  other  is  Poplar  Island,  farther  north,  lying  near  the  e 
to  Eastern  Bay.  The  same  principle  would  apply  in  either  case  as  to  the  n: 
the  defenses  selected. 

''My  idea  is  very  simple.    Each  of  these  islands  is  near  the  center  of  the 

Seake,  and  their  shores  are  almost  brushed  by  the  pasning  channel  as  ite 
ows.  Either  island  would  afford  a  base  from  which  could  be  set  a  serie-s  oi 
mines,  placed  at  very  close  intervals,  and  stretching  across  the  entire  widtl 
navigable  part  of  the  bay.  On  the  island  thus  selected  could  be  erected  fori 
fortifications,  to  which  could  be  dintribnted  a  sufficiency  of  powerful  guns  of  ^ 
tive  and  extended  range.  That  part  of  the  channel  within  the  danger  lim 
land  defenses  could  and  should  be  full  of  mines,  and  the  knowledge  thereof 
be  disclosed  to  local  pilots.  Thus  our  own  boats  could  pass  and  repass  safely 
iuoh  mines  under  the  bay  and  long-range  guns  on  either  island,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  strongest  hostile  fleet  even  to  proceed  farther  than  withi 
taut  sight  below  those  defenses.  Annai)o]is  would  be  made  safe,  and  Bs 
doubly  so.  The  Chesapeake  would  thus  be  made  a  protected  harbor  in  which  < 
fleet  could  at  any  time  enter  and  lie  behind  these  defenses  utterly  beyond  tL 
of  the  largest  combined  flotilla  possible  for  an  adyersary  to  mobilize  againsl 


Exhibit  No.  38. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1885,  making  appropriations  for  f 
tions  and  other  works  of  defense  (23  Stat.  L.,  434),  created  a  board  of  which  1 
retary  of  War  was  president,  and  commonly  known  as  the  Endicott  B< 
examine  and  report  at  what  ports  fortifications  or  other  defenses  were  most  n 
required,  the  character  and  kind  of  defenses,  etc.  This  board  submitted  it 
to  Congress  under  date  of  January  23,  1886.  The  report  was  published  as  H< 
Doc.  No.  49,  Forty-ninth  Congress,  first  session. 
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oard  knovu  as  the  Board  of  Ordnance  and  Fortiiioation  was  created  by  the 
ieation  appropriation  act  of  September  22, 1888  (25  Stat.  L.,  489),  which  speci- 
he  powers  and  dntiee  committed  to  the  board.  The  scope  of  these  duties  was 
irhat  modified  by  the  fortification  appropriation  acts  of  August  18,  1890,  Feb- 
24,  1891,  and  July  23, 1892.  The  act  of  1891  aUiO  added  an  additional  civilian 
ler  to  the  board. 

I  Board  of  Ordnance  and  Fortification  is  still  in  existence,  and  it  submits  annu- 
o  the  Secretary  of  War  a  report  of  its  proceedings.  Its  reports  to  date  have 
pnblished  as  Congressional  documents  as  follows :  House  Ex.  Doo.  No.  12,  Fifty- 
d  Congress,  fir^t  session;  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  11,  Fifty-second  Congress,  second 
»n;  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  23,  Fifty-third  Congreas,  second  session;  House  Ex. 
No.  136,  Fifty-third  Cougres-s,  third  session ;  Senate  Doc.  No.  56,  Fifty-fourth 
reas,  first  session:  Senate  Doc.  No.  32,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  second  session, 
•enate  Doo.  No.  27,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session. 


Exhibit  No.  39. 

COAST-DEFENSE  WORKS. 

tary  Alger  approves  General  Miles's  report — Will  now  be  submitted  to  Chair- 
lan  Cannon  of  the  House  Apjiropriation  Committee. 

shington,  November  11. — Secretary  Alger  has  approved  the  estimates  for  the 
-defense  works  submitted  by  General  Miles,  and  they  will  be  submitted  to 
man  Cannon  of  the  House  Committee  on  Appropriations  some  days  before  the 
ng  of  the  session.  In  accordance  with  law  the  expenditures  at  the  different 
rts  are  itemized,  but  the  Secretary  will  ask  for  authority  to  spend  the  money 
mp  sums,  so  that  work  on  any  particulnr  defense  may  be  hurried  to  meet  the 
[[enoies.    General  Miles  divides  the  fortification  appropriation  as  follows: 

h  of  Penobscot  River $175,000 

and,  Me 1,173,000 

hof  Kennebec  River *. 198,500 

mouth,  N.H 377,000 

»n  Harbor 1,347,000 

Bedford,  Mass 201,000 

kgansett  Bav 833,000 

ise  of  Long*Island  Sound 1,070,000 

Tn  entrance  to  New  York 489,000 

lem  entrance  to  New  York 1,489,000 

oaches  to  Philadelphia 441,000 

Mches  to  Baltimore 499.000 

MMshes  to  Washington,  D.  C 604,000 

pton  Roads 464,000 

oaches  to  Wilmington,  N.  C 937,000 

leston  Harbor 7 150,000 

oaches  to  Savannah,  Ga 415,000 

reat,Fla 50,000 

icola  Harbor 32,000 

oaches  to  Mobile,  Ala 397,000 

oaches  to  New  Orleans 319,000 

iSton.Tex 412,000 

)iego,Cal 725,000 

Yancisco 1,336,000 

nbia  River 605,000 

t  Sound 1,140,000 

Champlain 48,000 

biB  report  to  the  Secretary,  General  Miles  makes  no  reference  to  possible  com- 
fcions  with  Spain,  but  says : 

Ithough  the  general  desire  of  our  people  is  to  maintain  a  condition  of  peace 
all  nations,  and  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  one  of  good  will  and  peaceful 
ons  with  all  others,  yet  nothing  could  be  more  injudicious  than  to  remain  in  a 
tion  of  insecurity,  and  permit  tne  lives  of  millions  and  the  accumulated  wealth 
toy  generations  to  be  destroyed  or  endangered  by  any  foreign  power  with 
I  we  are  liable  to  come  in  contact,  and  the  general  plan  for  deiense  which  has 
Mlopted  by  the  Grovernment  should  be  .steadily  pursued  until  the  nation  is  in  a 
tion  of  security  and  safety,  which  a  due  regard  for  self-preservation  wonld 
id.'' 


I 
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Exhibit  No.. 40. 

GIGANTIC  WATERWAY. 

A^'canal  which  Russia  proposes  to  build  contemplates  the  connection  of  the  Baltk 

aud  Black  seas  to  be  traversed  by  baitie  ships. 

The  Russian  Governuient  will  begin  next  spring  upon  a  stupendous  piece  of  eiigi- 
neeriug  work,  which,  like  the  trans-Siberian  Kailroad,  will  be  of  great  strat<*gic  sad 
commercial  value  to  her  when  completed.  'J^he  project  contemplates  the  cousiroe- 
tiou  of  a  canal  connecting  the  Baltic  and  Black  seas,  which  can  be  traversed  bj 
battle  ships  of  the  heaviest  tonnage  at  6  knots  per  hour. 

By  means  of  this  canal  Russia  will  be  able  to  mobilize  a  large  fleet  in  the  Baitie 
in  167  hours,  by  bringing  to  that  sea  the  Black  Sea  squadron,  or  can  collect  in  the 
lUack  Sea  in  the  same  time  the  Baltic  and  Black  Sea  fleets. 

In  C2i8e  of  a  general  European  war  over  the  division  of  China  at  the  time  of  the 
completion  of  the  canal  it  would  not  be  diffionlt  for  Russia  to  send  her  fleet  through 
tlje  Bosphorus,  the  Sea  of  Marmora,  and  the  Dardanelles  into  the  Mediterranean, 
down  the  Suez  Capal,  across  the  Indian  Ocean  to  China,  while  she  could  utilize  the 
trans-Siberian  Railway  to  transport  troops. 

The  canal  will  remove  the  necessity  of  sending  a  fleet  across  the  North  Sea  and 
down  the  Atlantic  in  order  to  reach  the  Mediterranean,  and  through  that  sea  reaefa 
the  Suez  Canal  aud  Cbina,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that  in  case  of  war  Great  Britain 
and  Germany  would  take  measures  to  see  that  the  Russian  fleet  did  not  pass  throagh 
tlieir  waters  without  a  hard  struggle. 

It  is  oflicially  stated  that  the  canal,  when  completed,  will  connect  the  city  of  RiA 
on  the  Baltic,  and  Cherson,  on  the  Black  Sea.  Advantage  will  be  laken  of  toe 
Dwina  River,  at  the  mouth  of  which  Riga  is  located,  and  of  the  Dnieper  River,  which 
flows  into  the  Black  Sea,  and  at  the  mouth  of  whioh  Cherson  site. 

It  has  been  estimated  by  the  Russian  engineer  that  to  connect  the  two  riverB  125 
miles  of  excavation  must  be  made. 

The  length  of  the  canal  will  be  1,000  miles.  It  will  have  an  average  depth  of  28.4 
feet.    The  cost  of  the  work  will  be  $97,000,000,  and  it  must  be  completed  in  1902. 

It  is  frankly  admitted  by  the  Russian  authorities  that  the  canal  is  being  built  for 
military  purposes,  just  as  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway  la  being  conatmoted,  but  they 
say  that  the  waterway  will  be  of  benefit  commercially. 

The  wheat  raised  in  the  southern  part  of  Russia  near  the  Black  Sea  and  the  coal 
and  petroleum  obtained  from  that  section  can  be  transported  more  cheaply  to  mar- 
kets  by  railroads  than  by  steamers  going  through  the  Bosphoms  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean. 

Sixteen  cities  are  situated  along  the  route  of  the  proposed  canal,  and  they  will  be 
benefited  by  its  construction. 

**  Russia  maintains  a  formidable  fleet  of  battle  ships  and  cruisers  in  the  Black  Sea,'' 
said  a  well-known  commander,  ''such  action  being  in  violation  of  the  provisiooi 
of  the  Berlin  treaty. 

"The  construction  of  the  canal  will  mean  that  the  fleet  can  be  reenforced  within 
seven  days  at  the  utmost  by  an  equally  formidable  fleet  from  the  Baltic,  and  in  cam 
of  the  dismemberment  of  Turkey  or  a  necessity  for  a  large  force  of  naval  vesseli  ia 
Asiatic  waters,  Russia  would  be  able  to  get  her  reenforcements  to  that  section  ahead 
of  any  other  European  government  which  wonld  be  compelled  to  use  the  Atlantic 
Ocoin  and  the  Mediterranean. 

'^So  far  as  Turkey  and  China  are  concerned,  the  completion  of  the  Russian  canal 
will  place  the  Czar  in  a  position  which  will  be  envied  by  all  the  other  Enropeaa 
governments.'' 


Exhibit  No.  4L 

AKElfDMEKT  intended  to  be  proposed  by  Mr.  Gorman  to  the  biU  (H.  R.  0378)  nakteg  mi . 
for  the  naval  survioe  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1699,  and  for  other  parpoaea. 

Insert  the  following  on  page  27,  at  the  end  of  line  2 : 

That  the  sum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  bo  much  thereof  as 
may  be  rec)uired,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  pnrpoee  of  obtain- 
ing,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  continuous  ship's  channel  of  net 
less  than  one  hundred  and  tiftv  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  with  sideslouee  one  on  tline^ 
and  thirty  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  from  Chesapeake  Bay,  via  the  Severn  KitW 
to  Round  Bay,  State  of  Maryland,  with  a  tidal  basin  in  said  Ronnd  Bay,  on  the 
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direct  line  of  said  channel,  of  not  lees  than  one  thousand  feet  sqaare  and  thirty  feet 
deep;  to  be  located  at  a  place  suitable  therefor,  situate  anywhere  in  or  on  said  Round 
Bftj,  whereat  shall  be  constrncted,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
to  be  paid  for  out  of  this  appropriation,  a  granite  or  granite  and  concrete  dry  dock 
with  dimensions  capable  of  docking  with  facility  any  United  States  naval  vesiiel  of 
the  maximum  number  of  tons  displacement  under  all  possible  conditions  of  load,  now 
built  or  contemplated  to  be  built,  and  whereof  all  facings  shall  be  of  dressed  granite, 
and  of  a  depth  of  water  over  the  sill  of  not  less  thau  thirty  feet  at  mean  low  title. 

That  the  place  in  or  on  said  Round  Bay  whereat  said  granite  dry  dock  shall  be  so 
eoDStrncted,  and  whereat  said  tidal  basin  shall  be  so  established  and  excavated, 
together  with  ample  grounds  contiguous  to  either  thereof  and  suitable  therefor,  shall  be 
•elected  by  the  SecreUrv  of  the  Navy ;  and  title  to  any  and  all  of  said  properties  shall 
bs  acqnired  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  by  said  Secretary,  by  purchase 
or  condemnation  or  ^ft  or  grant;  and  if  acquired  by  purchase  or  by  condemnation 
tiie  same  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  out  of  th  is  appropriation, 
whenever  there  shall  be  filed  with  him  a  certiHcate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
reciting  that  said  sites  and  grounds  (describing  all  of  same)  have  been  selected  by 
bim,  Kaid  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  be  accompanied  with  an  opinion 
of  the  United  States  Attorney-General  as  to  the  validity  of  the  title  to  all  of  said 
pfoperties;  and  in  the  event  that  the  Attorney-General  shall  declare  said  title 
to  be  Talid^  he  shall,  in  his  said  opinion,  recite  the  names  of  all  persons,  resf»ectively, 
to  whom  such  payments  should  be  so  made  for  and  on  account  of  any  of  the  proper- 
ties so  acquired  for  the  uses  and  purposes  herein  stated.  That  the  work  of  all  kinds 
to  be  done  on  or  performed  in  connection  with  the  construction  of  said  dock, 
whether  built  under  contract  or  otherwise,  shall  be  done  and  performed  under  the 
iiDffiodiate  supervision  and  direction  of  the  '*  Instructor  at  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  in  charge  of  the  branch  of  naval  construction, 
&c./'  in  order  among  other  things,  that  '*the  post-graduate  classes  of  students  in 
the  matter  of  docks,  docking,  and  naval  construction,  &c.,"  and  the  entire  corps  of 
midshipmen  at  said  Academy  may  derive  a  substantial  benefit  and  practical  instruc- 
tioD  from  the  construction  of  said  dock  at  said  place,  and  all  of  whom  shall  fre- 
quently visit  said  dock  while  the  same  is  under  construction ;  and  also  whenever  any 
usited  States  vessels  are  to  be  there  docked  or  undecked,  said  visits  to  be  made 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  from  time  to 
time  preecribe. 


Exhibit  No.  42. 
as  to  dry  docks. 

In  the  present  condition  of  affairs  at  Washington,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
Maauu'huflette  member  of  the  President's  Cabinet  has  won  commendation  all  over 
the  country  because  of  his  sensible  and  patriotic  attitude  regarding  public  questions 
which  are  now  of  extreme  importance.  It  is,  therefore,  of  national  interest  that 
Secretary  Long  has  called  attention  to  what  he  believes  to  be  one  of  the  gravest 
defects  in  the  national  system  of  defense  to-day.  His  warning  has  been  heeded  and 
has  made  a  great  impression  all  over  the  United  States,  except  possibly  at  Washing- 
ton.   Whether  it  will  be  heeded  and  observed  there  remains  to  be  seen. 

Secretary  Long  declares  that  the  nation  **  would  be  in  an  unfortunate  plight  if  the 
eoontry  went  to  war,"  for  the  reason  that,  however  slight  the  ii^jnry  a  battle  ship 
might  suffer,  the  use  of  this  vessel  might  be  entirely  lost,  owing  to  the  absence  of  a 
single  dock  in  which  she  could  be  quickly  placed  and  repaired.  In  effect  the  Secre- 
tary has  announced  that  unless  Congress  proceeds  to  remedy  this  grave  weakness 
the'  country  must  remain  in  an  ill  plight  as  regards  the  possibility  of  war.  His 
warning  ia  gravely  given  because  the  subject  is  serious  and  the  need  is  most  pressing. 

Nobody  disputes  the  truth  of  the  Secretary's  statement.  Perhaps  in  Congress 
to-day  96  per  cent  of  the  members  of  that  body  are  convinced  that  Secretary  Long 
ii  right  and  that  patriotism,  the  instincts  of  self-preservation,  and  all  sentiments  of 
i^ard  for  the  national  safety  and  honor  alike  require  that  at  least  one  large  modern 
dry  dock  be  built  with  all  the  expedition  possible.  These  members  regard  it  as 
almost  criminal  to  betray  their  country ;  but  nevertheless  it  is  doubtful  whether  an 
appropriation  for  a  dry  dock,  such  as  is  required,  will  be  made  at  the  present  session 
ef  Congress. 

No  proper  objection,  it  is  said,  stands  in  the  way  of  the  appropriation.  Members 
of  the  Senate  insist,  however,  that  the  House  should  first  pass  such  a  bill  as  will  be 
necessary.  Under  the  rules  of  the  House  as  they  are  now  in  force,  legislation  of 
this  kind  must  be  introduced  either  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  or  under  a 
special  rule  adopted  for  that  purpose,  or  by  unanimous  consent.    Unfortunately  the 
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antagonism  of  a  few  membefa  of  the  Naval  Committee  to  the  proposition  indtt 
nnwQlingnees  on  the  part  of  the  Rales  Committee  to  introduce  any  special  rule  bm 
the  way  to  the  legislation,  which  public  sentiment  all  over  the  country  aolemnlj 
and  insilently  demands. 

WHY  WE  NEED  DRY  DOCKS. 

Washington,  February  24. — ^Probably  we  shall  not  have  war  with  Snain,  and  yet 
two-thirds  of  all  the  men  in  public  life  in  Washington  believe  we  snail.  This  it 
generally  the  best  foundation  for  the  opposite  being  the  fact. 

The  plan  of  autonomy  for  Cuba  is  a  dreary  failure.  Mr.  MoKinley  said  in  bis 
annual  message  that  if  it  should  prove  so,  then  we  should  probably  have  to  interfere. 
In  Spain  the  general  election  occurs  the  middle  of  next  month.  It  is  a  foregone  con- 
clusion that  the  reactionists  will  win  the  day.  Then  out  goes  Sagasta  and  the  pmeni 
goverument.  Out  with  it  goes  autonomy.  The  Weyler  crowd  will  come  into  power. 
The^  will  not  only  be  pledged  to  subdue  Cuba,  but  also  not  to  in  any  way  be  under 
the  influence  of  this  country.  The  almost  cringing  attitude  which  Spain  has  lately 
assumed  will  give  way  to  a  haughty  and  indifferent  one. 

If  we  demand  an  indemnity  for  the  blowing  up  of  the  Maine,  and  we  shall  have  to, 
the  new  Spanish  ministry  will  probably  refuse  to  pay  it.  In  that  case  no  power  csa 
prevent  our  proceeding  to  extremes.  The  first  overt  act  will  probably  come  from 
Spain,  but  when  it  comes  it  will  only  mean  that  both  sides  understand  that  trouble 
is  inevitable. 

Nobody  talks  now  in  Washington  of  the  Cubans.  They  are  a  past  issue  as  eom- 
pared  with  the  blowing  up  of  the  Maine,  That  is  something  which  is  not  forgotten. 
It  is  very  quiet  here  now.  The  refusal  of  those  in  authority  to  say  much  of  ao  vthing 
about  it  is  suggestive.  Meantime  at  the  Navy  Department  everything  is  being  done 
to  get  ready  for  trouble.  If  any  man  will  keep  a  level  head  and  not  get  carried  off 
his  feet,  it  will  be  Governor  Long.  Very  much  like  him  in  this  reepeet  is  President 
McKinley.    For  all  that,  both  of  them  recognize  that  the  crisis  is  very  grave. 

Suppose  we  should  have  trouble.  <  >ur  fleet  at  the  Dry  Tortngas  can  whip  anythinj; 
the  Spaniards  eonld  bring  against  us.  In  the  meantime,  at  a  week's  notice,  we  ooald 
put  100,000  armed  men  into  Cuba,  carrying  them  over  and  landing  them  from  the 
terminus  of  our  railroads  in  Florida.  They  would  overrun  Cuba  in  a  fortnight.  Tbef 
would  hem  the  Spaniards  up  in  Havana.  Our  fleet  could  not  enter  that  port.  What 
happened  to  the  Maine  shows  how  dangerous  a  harbor  that  is.  In  addition,  the  fort* 
at  the  entrance  are  very  heavily  armed  and  diflicnlt  of  passage.  We  should  bloclude 
the  port,  cut  off  all  supplies,  and  within  a  short  time  Havana  would  have  surrendered 
from  sheer  starvation. 

Now  we  have  not  a  single  Atlantic  seaport  city  which  can  be  defended  agauwt 
Spain's  battle  ships.  New  York  is  the  best  off  in  that  respect,  but  any  first-class  bat- 
tlu  ship  can  force  its  way  into  that  harbor  any  time  during  the  next  ninety  days.  Of 
course,  Boston  and  Portland  are  absolutely  hopeless,  while  Philadelphia,  being  up  s 
river,  might  be  defended  by  means  of  torpedoes.  Our  Atlantic  seaboard  would  have 
to  depend  on  our  navy  for  protection,  but  ship  for  ship  we  are  better  off  than  the 
Spaniards.  In  number  of  ships  we  are  about  on  par  with  them,  but  put  an  Ameriesn 
vessel  alongside  a  Spanish  ship  of  the  same  tonnage  and  armament,  and  we  sboiild 
easily  come  off  winner.  Our  ships  are  new,  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency,  and  equip- 
ped with  fine  crews.  The  Spanish  fleets  in  contrast  are  about  the  lowest  of  anj  of 
the  European  navies  in  efliciency  and  discipline. 

Nobody  knows  what  Spain  will  do.  None  of  the  rules  which  govern  great  natioBi 
govern  her.  She  is  perfectly  reckless,  and  will  be,  if  the  reactionists  get  coDtrol 
perfectly  irresponsible;  so  for  the  next  three  weeks  no  change  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  affairs  need  be  expected.  If,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  the  conservatives  canj 
the  Cortes,  then  the  people  in  Washington  will  be  prepared  for  almost  any  kind  <tf 
action. 

Nothing  is  being  done  to  improve  our  dry-dook  system,  which,  upon  the  statement 
of  the  President,  of  Secretary  Long,  and  of  all  the  high  naval  officials,  is  onr  espe- 
cially weak  point  now.  Speaker  Reed  insists  that  the  Government  is  in  no  conditioa 
financially  to  go  into  a  general  dry -dock  scheme,  although  for  less  tl^an  16,000,000  we 
can  furnish  dry  dock«i  capable  of  holding  our  largest  vessels  at  Boston,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  Port  Royal,  New  Orleans,  and  Mare  Island.  In  the  case  of  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Port  Royal,  and  Mare  Island,  this  would  be  done  by  enUripiig 
existing  docks. 

The  suggestion  has  been  made  that  while  the  House  rules  allow  that  to  be  dene, 
they  will  not  permit  the  building  of  new  docks  to  be  authorized  on  the  naval  appie- 
priatioii  bill ;  ^o,  in  the  end,  the  economists  in  Congress  may  take  refuge  behind  the 
rules  of  the  House  along  the  lines  I  have  suggested,  in  which  event  Boston  will  ^t 
no  dry  dock,  and  nothing  will  be  done  toward  increasing  our  facilities  for  nsTsL 

defense  east  of  New  York.  

Athjuooh* 
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Exhibit  No.  43. 
boston  dry  dock. 

project  is  dead  if  luiy  Bay  State  man  weakens — Methods  of  the  most  active 

nature  must  be  employed. 

(shincrtoD,  March  4. — There  is  absolutely  no  prospect  of  a  dry  dock  bein^  anthor- 
it  Boston  by  this  Congress  unless  methods  of  the  most  active  nature  are  employed, 
.'oramittee  on  \aval  Affairs  will  not  report  in  its  favor,  and  even  if  it  did,  whoever 
t  into  the  chair  during  the  diseunsiou  of  the  naval  appropriation  bill  will  rule 
;  of  order,  as  has  been  done  in  the  last  two  sessions  of  Congress. 
»hc  Senate  no  chance  exists  for  it,  unless  it  goes  over  from  the  House.  The  two 
ig  members  of  the  Senate  committee,  Messrs.  Hale,  of  Maine,  and  Chandler,  of 
fiampshire,  will  oppose  any*  provision  for  a  dry  dock  at  Boston,  which  puts  an 
>  the  matter,  so  far  as  any  initiative  by  the  Senate  is  concerned. 
I  matter  of  dry  docks  has  not  yet  been  considered  fn  the  Naval  Affairs  Committee 
i  House,  other  than  to  hear  some  arguments  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  various 
of  docks.  A  majority  of  the  committee  doubtless  naturally  believes  in  putting 
dock  at  Boston,  but  the  strong  pressure  of  a  most  influential  character  which 
ien  brought  to  bear  against  Boston  is  having  its  result. 

n  opportunity  could  be  had  to  vote  on  the  matter,  the  House  of  Representatives 
oubtless  authorize  the  dry  docks  recommended  by  the  naval  board.  The  ques- 
rhether  the  Republicans  of  the  House  shall  be  given  this  opportunity  is  now 
consideration.  If  the  Massachusetts  delegation  stand  firmly  for  dry  docks, 
is  a  chance  to  secure  them.  If  any  part  of  the  delegation  weakens,  the  dry- 
project  is  absolutely  dead. 

Athsrton. 
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boston  dry  dock. 

Majority  of  committee  inclined  to  report  favorably. 

shington,  March  9. — Matters  regarding  the  dry  dock  for  Boston  look  a  little  better 

;ht.    A  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Navod  Affairs  is  inclined  to  report  favor- 

for  such  a  strnctnre,  and  the  Massachusetts  delegation  will  hold  a  meeting 

irrow  to  act  upon  the  matter. 

urangemonts  can  be  made  so  that  the  project  will  not   be  thrown  oat  on 

nt  of  order  in  the  House,  the  chance  is  fair  that  the  desired  result  may  be 

iplished. 

Athsrton. 


Exhibit  No.  45a. 

DRY-DOCK  PROBLEM. 

n  will  be  included  in  bill  to  be  reported  this  week — Country  being  placed 

where  it  ought  to  have  been  long  ago. 

shington,  March  13. — The  dry-dock  matter,  in  which  Boston  is  so  earnestly  inter- 
,  seems  to  be  a  parallel  case  to  that  of  a  drowning  man. 

lonth  ago,  before  the  Spanish  situation  became  acute,  the  whole  proposition  was 
Qg  for  the  third  time  in  unfair  parliamentary  tactics  and  a  strong  desire  for 
imy  in  the  national  expenditures. 

tton,  with  other  places  where  docks  ought  to  be  built,  watched  the  proposition 
;  to  a  deep  parliamentary  grave. 

)  present  war  cloud  came  to  the  rescue  and  has  saved  the  idea  from  death, 
•ctically  all  the  members  of  the  House  Naval  Committee  now  believe  in  the 
»rization  of  new  dry  docks  by  the  present  bill,  which  will  be  reported  this  week, 
en  the  step  is  taken  Boston  will  surely  be  included.  As  indicating  how  things 
)  ng,  it  is  but  necessary  to  say  that  a  month  ago  it  wonld  have  been  impossible 
ve  nersnaded  the  committee'  to  provide  for  new  battle  ships  at  this  session. 
cveeK  its  members  authorized  three  at  $6,000,000  each,  without  even  so  much  as 
rmnr  of  protest.  It  is  going  the  same  way  on  dry  docks.  Those  opposed  to 
:ng  them  a  month  ago  are  now  the  most  enthusiastic  supporters  of  them.    The 
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threatened  troable  with  Spain  is  doing  all  this.    The  engine  of  the  national  defend 
is  being  made  spick  and  span  in  every  sense. 

New  artillery  regiments,  $50,000,000  for  war  purposes,  three  new  battle  fthip«,bftTe 
gone  and  are  going  throngh  with  a  rush,  and  dry  docks  bid  fair  to  join  the  proett- 
sion.  In  other  words,  the  country  is  being  placed  on  a  footing  where  it  onglit  to 
have  been  placed  long  ago. 

Who  is  to  blame  for  the  delay  does  not  matter. 

Those  who  prolong  it,  however,  will  have  to  answer  their  people. 

Henoe  the  present  activity,  unanimity,  and  general  display  of  common  Ben8e,tiie 
equal  of  which  Washington  has  never  seen. 

These  times  foroe  politics  to  the  rear  and  statesmanship  to  the  front. 

Who  shall  say,  then,  aftes  this  war  cloud  passe8  away,  that  it  did  not  gire  birtk 
to  a  national  defense  worthy  the  name,  including  an  adequate  army,  a  powerfal 
navy,  and  some  modern  dry  docks,  which  we  need  more  than  anything  else  st  tlM 
present  time.  If  these  thing  come,  as  tUey  undoubtedly  will,  and  we  nave  do  war, 
this  threatened  trouble  will  have  been  the  best  thing  this  country  has  had  hsppen 
to  it  for  fifty  years. 

Athektos. 


Exhibit  No.  466. 

DOCK  AT  BOSTON. 

It  will  be  reported  favorablv  to-day  by  the  committee — ^Masaaohusetts  delegstion 

will  also  vote  for  one  at  Portsmouth. 

Washington,  March  14. — The  dry-dock  matter  will  be  settled  in  committee  to-mor- 
row.   Everything  is  favorable  for  a  dry  dock  at  Boston. 

In  the  determination  to  make  proper  plans  for  defending  the  nation  all  small  cob* 
siderations  are  being  laid  aside. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  AAairs  had  a  long  discussion  of  the  matter  to-daj. 
They  reached  no  vote.  They  will  vote  to-morrow.  A  member  assures  me  to-night 
that  of  the  17  members  at  least  12  are  in  favor  of  the  dry-dock  programme.  Tliis, 
as  now  arranged,  includes  docks  at  Boston,  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  and  Stt 
Francisco. 

The  one  opposition  to  the  Boston  dock  comes  from  those  interested  in  the  Kittsry 
yard.    The  New  Hampshire  men  are  for  a  dock  at  Kittery. 

Mr.  Barrett,  as  chairman  of  the  Massachusetts  committee  on  the  matter  appointed 
by  Senator  Hoar,  to-night  asked  Judge  Hilbom,  of  California,  who  is  managing  the 
dry-dock  matter  in  the  committee,  to  state  to-morrow  that  the  Massachnsetti  dels* 
gation,  without  exception,  will  support  and  vote  for  not  only  a  dook  at  Boston,  bat 
for  one  at  Portsmouth.  If  the  latter  is  not  authorized  at  this  session,  it  will  be  next 
winter,  but  Judge  Hilbom  will  ask  that  two  docks  be  voted  this  session  for  New 
England.    The  only  questions  remaining  are  of  detail. 

liawley  of  Texas,  who  wants  a  dook  at  Galveston  instead  of  New  Orleans,  dsfltrai 
a  commission  appointed  to  report  at  the  next  session.  This  will  not  prevail.  Some 
of  the  members  prefer  to  authorize  three  or  four  docks,  leaving  their  location  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Others  are  in  favor  of  the  programme 
mentioned  above. 

In  any  case  the  Boston  dry  dock  is  sure  to  be  reported  favorably  by  the  committee. 
The  gantlet  to  be  run  then  is  that  the  whole  programme  may  be  ruled  out  on  ft 
point  of  order  in  the  House. 

The  statement  is  freely  made  to-night  that  if  the  bill  is  threatened  an  appeal  to 
the  patriotism  of  the  House  will  be  made,  which  will  either  cause  the  witbdnwsl 
of  the  point  of  order  or  that  it  will  be  voted  down,  as  practically  all  the  niembeis 
who  have  considered  the  subject  are  satistied  that  the  previous  decisions  tbstdrr 
docks  are  not  an  essential  part  of  our  naval  establishment  are  not  good  parlismen- 
tary  law. 

The  committee  will  also  report  three  battle  ships,  to  cost  $6,000,000  each,  folly  the 
equals  of  any  ships  in  the  world. 

Athskton. 


Exhibit  No.  46. 

THE  GOVERNMENT  DRY  DOCKS. 


Pending  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  dry  docks  by  the  Committee  on  NstsI 
Affairs  of  the  House,  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  has  furnishe<l  Chairman  BonteWe 
with  the  record  of  work  in  the  Government  dry  docks,  so  f ar  aa  available,  since  ihtax 
oonstrnotion.    The  facts  in  brief  are  interesting. 
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lock  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  waa  first  used  November  26, 1852.  It  has  been  in 
arefore,  46  years.  Dnring  that  time  the  footing  by  days  when  vessels  have 
the  dock  snows  it  to  have  been  in  nse  9  years,  11  months,  and  13  days  and  ont 
i5  years.  Daring  this  period,  however,  many  vessels  were  hauled  out  on  the 
railway  used  in  connection  with  the  dock,  for  repair. 

ecord  famished  of  the  Boston  dock  goes  baok  only  to  1867,  bat  the  Bureau 
0  to  make  search  farther  back  than  that.  This  record  shows  that  during 
rears  118  vessels  of  all  classes  have  been  docked,  and  that  the  dock  has  been 
d  3,375  days  and  unoccupied  7,585  days.  Daring  that  time,  however,  it  is 
ay,  several  vessels  were  m  dock  for  which  no  record  was  kept  and  reported, 
)  unexplained  reason. 

icord  of  the  docks  at  New  York  begins  with  July  13,  1889,  because  the  pre- 
>cor«ls  were  destroyed  by  fire.  The  footing  by  days  as  to  the  three  docks 
id,  given  by  years,  are  as  follows: 


1808. 


ipied . . . 
ccopied 


1889. 

1890. 

516 
2U 

1891. 

1892. 

1883. 

1891. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

155 
16 

372 

409 
323 

607 
123 

646 
84 

576 

164 

452 
280 

622 
162 

68 
44 


lition  a  few  private  vessels  were  docked,  the  days  of  occupancy  not  being 

icord  of  the  League  Island  dock  begins  March  27, 1891,  and  shows  that  during 
riod  of  seven  years  39  vessels  have  been  docked,  the  days  oooupied  having 

;. 

orfolk  Navy- Yard  and  dock  were  partially  destroyed  in  1861  and  business 
resumed  until  1867,  since  which  time  the  dock  has  been  occupied  by  Gov- 
i  vessels  6,687  days,  by  private  vessels  112  days,  and  unoccupieci  4,263  da.>  s. 
the  completion  of  the  Port  Koyal  dock  in  1^5  but  three  vessels  have  bWu 
the  Amphiiriief  Indiana,  and  FootCf  occupying  the  dock  only  16  days  in  all. 
ock  at  Puget  Sound  was  first  used  in  April,  1896,  since  then  it  has  docked 
'  naval  vessels  and  one  merchant  vessel,  occupying  but  85  days  out  of  624. 
K>rt  has  been  reoeived  from  the  Mare  Island  dock. 


Exhibit  No.  47. 
more  dry  docks  needed. 

>R  Post:  I  find  the  inclosed  clipping  from  the  Boston  Advertiser  in  the 

bottoms  of  our  war  vessels  at  Key  West  are  foul.  They  are  crippled  thereby. 
Brest  of  the  battle  ships  can  not  get  into  any  of  our  dry  docks.  At  Habana 
miards  have  a  fine  dry  dock.  In  1896  and  1897  amendments  to  provide  dry 
rere  ruled  out  of  order  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Washington.  In 
)  plan  is  to  stifle  them  the  same  way.  This  in  spite  of  t^e  protest  of  Presi- 
cKinley,  in  spite  of  the  protest  of  Secretary  Long,  and  yet  to-day  without 
ks  our  Navy  is  helpless,  and  our  coast,  particularly  that  of  New  England, 
less.    Remember  this,  if  we  have  trouble.'' 

not  nse  enough  of  the  appropriation  of  $50,000,000  just  made  to  build  dry 
»ge  enough  to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of. 

C.  Shambaugh,  2108  K  Street  NE, 

XL  9. 


Exhibit  No.  48. 


VOTED  FOR  NEW  DRY  DOCKS. 

^aval  Committee  agrees  upon  construction  of  five — They  will  be  located 
ruoutb,  Boston,  League  Island,  Algiers,  La.,  and  Mare  Island — Three  are  to 
lit  of  wood. 

onstrnction  of  five  modern  dry  docks  was  agre«d  on  yest^^rday  by  the  Hoimo 
itee  on  Naval  Affairs.  They  are  to  be  located  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ;  Boston, 
Leagtie  Island,  near  Philadoljihia,  Pa.;  Algiers,  near  New  Orleans,  La.,  and 

L  i>«c.  ai — »» 
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Mare  Island,  near  San  Francisco,  Cal.  These  docks,  all  of  which  are  lo  be  m\ 
new  structures,  are  to  be  of  wood,  except  thoee  at  Algiers  and  Portsmonth. 
material  of  construction  of  these  will  not  be  determined  until  to-day.  Tlieii 
tione  are  that  the  dock  at  Portsmouth  will  be  built  of  stone  from  near-by  qui 
and  that  at  Algiers  of  steel.  The  decision  of  the  committee  was  the  ontcom 
protracted  and  at  times  animated  discussion.  The  final  Tote  choosing  the  ] 
named  was  7  to  3. 

The  opponeuti9  of  the  project  first  contended  against  their  constraction  oi 
eral  principles,  and  then  separately  opposed  the  sites  that  were  selected, 
argued  that  the  docks  should  be  located  either  where  the  approaches  or  de 
water  were  sufficient  to  admit  the  ingress  of  the  largest  battle  ships  or  wber 
already  have  been  made  under  Government  direction  to  put  the  approschc 
state  of  preparation  to  receive  the  largest  vessels  by  the  development  of  botb 
and  width  of  channel,  or  that  the  work  on  the  channels  should  be  undertaki 
temporaneously  with  the  dry  docks.  It  was  agreed,  however,  that  the  docks  < 
should  be  made  capable  of  accommodating  the  largest  cla^vS  of  warships. 

The  principal  reason  for  the  conclusion  to  build  of  wood  was  economy,  but 
also  stated  that  docks  so  constructed  might  remain  in  good  condition  ionet 
for  all  practical  purposes,  and  that  by  the  time  their  usefulness  ceased,  develo' 
in  the  structural  field  or  a  change  in  the  character  of  present  dock  ideas  mij^h 
A  motion  to  vote  on  the  docks  separately  was  voted  down  by  6  to  5,  and  th( 
were  voted  on  as  a  whole  and  authorized. 

There  was  also  a  hearing  given  the  Massachusetts  delegation  in  Congress 
sented  by  Representatives  Liovering,  McCall,  Moody,  and  Simpkins.  wh 
appointed  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  members  of  both  Houses  ye 
morning  to  present  the  claims  of  Boston  for  a  dry  dock  there.  They  wanted  an 
priation  of  about  $1,300,000  for  a  dry  dock,  equipped  to  accommodate  the 
vessels,  to  be  erected  at  Boston,  though  they  contended  they  would  favor  alsc 
Portsmouth  or  Kittery  Point  after  one  had  been  built  at  Boston.  They  poio 
that  In  case  of  war  the  New  England  coast  would  be  attacked,  that  the  wea 
other  attractions  of  that  section  would  invite  foreign  invasion,  and  that  tli 
no  dry  dock  on  the  coast  that  would  accommodate  a  large  battle  ship.  Tt 
dieted  that  in  the  case  of  war  a  battle  would  be  fought  off  Csipe  Cod,  an 
would  be  no  place  to  dock  an  injured  vessel.  They  cited  the  27-foot  deptli 
harbor,  and  proposed  enlargement  of  the  width  of  the  channel  at  Boston,  a 
eluded  that  the  need  ot  a  dock  at  BoRton  was  imperative.  The  committee  d 
action,  and  will  probably  give  other  hearings. 


Exhibit  No.  49. 

MORE  DRY  DOCKS. 

The  strain  in  the  relations  of  this  country  and  Spain  has  thus  far  wrongh 
lent  results  in  directing  Congressional  attrition  to  the  imperative  need  of  the  < 
for  an  adequate  naval  and  military  eqnipmeut  as  a  guaranty  of  peace.  The  ; 
of  the  artillery  bill  and  the  appropriation  of  $50,000,000  for  the  national  defc 
the  first  substantial  evidences  of  the  long-delayed  awakening  of  the  legisli 
the  grim^  fact  that  this  country  has  outgrown  its  means  of  self-protection, 
propositions  are  pending  that  tend  in  the  same  direction.  The  three-battali 
will,  it  is  thought,  be  passed  in  this  emergency,  and  will  accomplish  the  mos 
able  results  for  the  Army,  placing  it  ou  a  more  effective  footing  and  enablii 
cope  with  modern  conditions. 

The  House  Naval  Committee  took  action  in  the  same  direction  yesterday,  ^ 
voted,  7  to  3,  to  iucorporate  in  the  naval  appropriation  bill  a  provision  for  t 
struct  ion  of  five  largo  dry  docks,  to  cost  in  the  aguregate  about  $5,000,000.  Thii 
practically  follows  the  recommendations  of  the  naval  board  that  inquired  ii 
subject  last  summer  and  submitted  a  careful  report.  Much  trouble  has  been 
enced  by  the  Navy  in  late  years  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  ship  list  hi 
increased  out  of  proportion  to  the  equipment  for  caring  for  the  vessels  and  1 
them  at  the  top  notch  of  efiicieno3'.  The  modern  man-of-war  is  susceptib 
many  disarranging  influences  that  a  dry  dock  is  a  virtual  necessity.  Any  pn 
stay  in  the  water  of  the  sonthern  seas  Will  incrust  the  bottom  of  the  ship  wi 
nacles  that  not  only  ndd  to  the  weight,  but  present  such  a  rough  surface  to  th 
that  the  speed  capacity  is  materially  reduced.  To  remove  these  the  ship  i 
docked,  and  this  process  fornis^  indeed,  one  of  the  most  necessary  features  of  i 
naval  administration. 

The  naval  officers  and  officials  have  appreciated  the  gravity  of  this  reqnii 
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^  as  is  the  om6  fti  times  with  mnoh-needed  pablio  baildings,  serious  delay  has 
*i  eaased  bj  nnreooncilable  diflferenoes  of  opinion  amonf?  the  legidators  with 
M  to  the  sites  for  the  docks.  The  naval  board  recommended  certain  sites  that 
■^  with  one  exception,  favored  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  yesterday, 
Isdelphia  being  substitnted  for  Brooklyn  as  the  place  for  one  of  the  docks.  The 
kg,  according  to  this  action,  will  be  located  at  Portsmonth,  N.  H.,  Boston,  Phil- 
'phis,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco.  This  di8tribntion  of  the  necessary 
lilies  for  caring  for  modem  vessels  will,  it  is  thought,  accommodate  the  needs 
be  Navy  for  some  years,  and  will  grant  a  maximum  of  benefit,  by  reason  of  the 
suienee  of  the  docks,  to  the  ordinary  cruising  g^'onnds  of  the  home  fleets, 
ns  »t  is  to  be  seen  that  the  "war  scare/'  as  the  existing  sentiment  along  the  lines 
lealthy  patriotism  is  unthinkingly  called  by  some,  is  producing  excellent  icsults 
will  enanre  long  after  the  present  difficulties  have  been  settled  by  diplomacy, 
ration,  or  war.    The  nation  has  realized  its  duty  and  is  responding  to  the  call. 


"1 
3 


3 
"31 
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ACQUIEIKG   CEETAIN  PROPEETY  m  ANNAPOLIS  AS   AN 
MNBX  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  NAVAL  ACADEMY. 


CucH  29,  1898. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  to  accompany 
amendment  to  H.  R.  9378,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Gorman  preseuted  the  following: 

BTTER  FROM  THE  CLBRK  OF  THE  CITT  COUNCIL  OF  ANNAPOLIS, 
BID^  TRAN8MITTINQ  COPIES  OF  RESOLUTIONS,  OPINION,  ESTI- 
MATE OF  COSTS,  AND  AGREEMENT  OF  THE  MA70R,  COUNSELOR, 
AND  ALDERBdEN  OF  THE  CITT  COUNCIL  OF  ANNAPOLIS,  STATE 
DF  MARTLAND,  IN  THE  SCATTER  OF  ACQUIRINQ  CERTAIN 
PR0PERT7  THEREIN  AS  AN  ANNEX  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 
ffAVAL  ACADEMY,  AS  RECOMMENDED  BT  THE  BOARD  OF  VISI- 
rORS  TO  SAID  ACADEMT  IN  1896,  AS  AUTHORIZED  BT  CON- 
GRESS UNDER  ITS  ACT  APPROVED  JUNE  10, 1896  (29  U.  a  STAT.. 
t68). 

Council  Chamber, 
Annapolis^  Md.y  March  23^  1898. 

Senator:  In  accordance  with  the  order  to  me  directed  therefor,  by 
\  honor  the  mayor,  coanselor,  and  aldermen,  constituting  the  city 
iTicil  of  Annapolis,  Md.,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  yon  herewith 
opy  of  certain  resolutions  by  them  heretofore  adopted,  and  of  certain 
tion  by  them  heretofore  had,  in  the  matter  of  certain  property  in 
8  city  recommended  to  Congress  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  the 
lited  States  Naval  Academy  in  1896,  to  be  duly  acquired  by  the 
lited  States  as  an  annex  to  the  United  States  Kaval  Academy,  as 
thorized  by  Congress  in  its  act  approved  June  10, 1896  (29  U.  S.  Stat., 
(),  to  which  are  attached  a  copy  of  an  official  map  of  said  property, 
1  also  of  an  extract  of  said  report  of  said  Board  of  Visitors  relating 
treto;  and  all  of  which  pax>ers  it  is  respectfully  suggested  you  may 
re  printed  as  a  Senate  document.  Please  also  find  herewith  a  pro- 
led  amendment  to  the  naval  appropriation  bill  H.  B.  9378,  Fifty- 
b  Congress,  second  session,  which  you  are  also  respectfully  requested 
>reseut  to  the  Senate,  and  with  the  aforesaid  papers  to  have  duly 
)rred  to  your  honorable  Senate  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
I  am,  Senator,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  E.  POETER, 

Clerk  of  the  Council. 

[on.  A.  P.  OORHAN, 

United  States  Senate* 


2  ANNEX   TO  UNITED   STATES   NAVAL  AOADEMT. 

BBSOLTJTIONS,  OPINION,  ESTIMATE  OF  COSTS,  AND  A0BSK]aEH 
THE  MAYOR,  COUNSELOR,  AND  ALDEBMBN  OF  THE  OITT  001 
OF  ANNAPOLIS,  STATE  OF  MARYLAND,  IN  THE  MATTER  OF  AO 
ma  CERTAIN  PROPERTY  THEREIN  AS  AN  ANNEX  TO  THE  Ul 
STATES  NAVAL  ACADEMY,  AS  RECOMMENDED  BY  THE  BOA] 
VISITORS  TO  SAID  ACADEMY  IN  1896,  AS  AUTHOBIZED  BY  0ON< 
UNDEB  ITS  ACT  APPBOVED  JUNE  10,  1896  (29  U.  B.  STATUTES 

Whereas  Oongress,  in  its  act  <<  making  appropriations  for  the 
service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  ^,  1897,  and  for  other  par] 
approved  Jane  10, 1896  (29  U.  S.  Statates,  368),  instmcted  the 
of  Visitors  to  the  IJ.  S.  Naval  Academy,  ^^when  visiting  said  Ac 
in  1896,  to  fnlly  examine  into  and  report  to  Congress  the  avail 
and  desirability  of  acquiring  as  an  annex  to  the  grounds  of  said  Ac 
so  much  of  the  property  adjoining  thereto  in  the  city  of  Ann 
Maryland,  as  is  sitnate  between  the  north  side  of  Hanover  stre 
east  side  of  Governor  street,  the  north  side  of  King  George  stre 
the  west  side  of  Holland  street,  and  the  probable  cost  ttien 
purchase  or  condemnation  for  public  use;"  and 

Whereas  the  said  Board  of  Visitors,  when  visiting  said  Acadi 
June,  1896,  did  examine  the  ground  so  described,  and  did  *<  fav 
report  to  Congress  on  the  proposition  to  purchase  the  land  in  qn 
and  did  recommend  the  purchase  thereof,''  but  did  not  report  *^  thi 
able  cost  thereof  by  purchase  or  by  condemnation  for  public  use 

Whereas  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  this  council,  acfopted  Der 
20, 1897,  the  city  surveyor,  and  tax  collector,  and  treasurer  of  tb 
have  duly  prepared  an  accurate  map  of  said  proi^erty,  and  also 
tabulated  statement  from  the  ofiicial  assessment  records  of  thi 
showing  exactly  the  present  assessed  valuation  of  all  of  the  p 
prox>erty  so  described  in  said  act  of  Congress  and  in  said  rei 
said  Board  of  Visitors,  and  also  of  all  the  improvements  thereon, 
assessed  valuation  is  now  the  official  basis  of  taxation  for  a 
purposes,  and  which  map  also  accurately  represents  the  exact  k 
and  dimensions  of  all  the  public  streets  and  alleys  within  the  lii 
said  property  so  named  in  said  act  of  Congress: 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  by  the  mayor j  counselor^  and  aldermen 
city  council  of  Annapolis^  Maryland^  That  a  copy  of  these  resol 
and  of  said  map  and  statement  be  transmitted  by  the  clerk  < 
council  to  the  senior  Senator  in  Oongress  from  Maryland,  Hon. 
Gorman,  with  the  request  from  this  council  that  he  may  lay  th< 
before  the  Senate  for  the  information  and  action  of  Oongress  in 
said  premises. 

Passed  January  10, 180&  P.  B.  Pobteb, 

Clerk  of  the  Cou 

SEOOIID* 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  mayor^  counselor,  and  aldermen  of  the  city  < 
of  Annapolis,  State  of  Maryland,  That  the  clerk  of  this  council, 
transmitting  to  the  delegation  in  Congi*es8  from  Maryland  (tl 
its  senior  Senator,  Hon.  A.  P.  Gk)rman)  a  copy  of  the  resolutic 
it  adopted  January  10, 1898,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  also 
mit  therewith  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  declaratory  of  the  opinio] 
of  this  council  as  to  a  fair  price  of  all  the  land,  etc.,  described 
report  of  the  board  of  visitors  to  the  U.  8.  Naval  Academy  ii 
and  in  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Jane  10, 1896  (29  IT.  8.  Sti 
368),  a  copy  of  an  extract  of  wliich  report  is  attached  hereto,  i 
part  hereof,  and  marked  Exhibit  "A." 

Seo.  2.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  council  a  fikir  and  reasi 
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price  of  aU  the  private  property  described  in  Raid  act  of  Congress, 
D  said  report  of  said  Board  of  Visitors  (which  price  includes  all 
of  surveys  to  be  hereafter  made,  and  also  of  preparing  maps  of 
ch  surveys,  and  also  all  costs  of  search  of  title,  and  also  of  all  costs 
paring  and  of  recording  deeds,  and  of  maps  of  each  and  of  every 
vision  of  land  so  hereinbefore  referred  to,  and  also  including  any 
11  miscellaneous  expenses  in  anywise  connected  therewith;  and  all 
ch  costs  should  be  paid  for  by  the  respective  owners  of  all  of  said 
rty),  would  be  at  this  time  a  sum  equal  to  25  per  cent  in  excess  of 
esent  assessed  valuation  of  all  of  said  property,  the  total  amount 
of  ($64,638.50)  is  shown  on  the  face  of  the  map  of  a  survey  made 
[  property,  and  prepared  by  the  city  surveyor  of  Annapolis,  Mary- 
mder  the  order  and  direction  of  this  council,  and  conditioned 
bat  each  owner  of  said  properties,  respectively,  shall  have  the 
ige  of  at  once  thereafter  removing  any  and  all  improvements  from 
[>division  of  said  land  so  to  be  granted  and  so  granted. 
t  the  total  cost6  and  value  at  this  time  of  all  of  said  private  prop- 
onld  thereby  aggregate  the  sum  of  $80,799.37. 
.  3.  That  in  the  event  the  United  States  shall  de«ire  to  acquire 
>  the  beds  of  the  streets  situate  within  the  exterior  limits  of  all  of 
lid,  then  and  in  that  event  this  council  agrees  that  it  will  transfer 
y's  title  to  the  beds  of  all  the  streets  situate  within  the  exterior 
of  said  land  so  described,  upon  condition  that  this  council  shall 
he  privilege  of  at  once  thereafter  removing  from  said  streets  all 
eet  and  sidewalk  covering  and  curbing,  for  public  use  elsewhere 
city:  And  provided  aUo^  that  Governor  (or  Martin)  street  from 
tval  Academy  gate  to  the  south  side  of  King  George  street,  and 
:h  of  King  George  street  as  is  situate  between  the  west  side  of 
jor  (or  Martin)  street  and  the  east  side  of  Holland  street,  and 
(1  street  from  the  south  side  of  King  George  street  to  the  north 
'  Hanover  street,  be  properly  curbed  and  paved,  and  the  middle 

street  covered  with  first-class  vitrified  brick  or  Belgian  blocks, 
e  other  first-class  suitable  street  covering;  all  to  be  selected  by 

be  paid  for  and  laid  at  the  costs  of  the  United  States,  in  a  sum 
exceed,  however,  the  sum  of  $12,085.40,  thereby  making  the  total 
^ate  costs  to  the  United  States  of  acquiring  full  title  to  the  entire 
o  situate  within  the  exterior  limits  of  the  land  so  described 
m  of  $92,884.77,  and  which  aggregate  sum  this  council  declares 

in  its  opinion,  be  a  fair  cost  price  and  probable  cost,  to  be  paid 

United  States  on  an  equivalent  consideration  for  the  acquisi- 
'  title,  "  by  purchase  or  by  condemnation  for  public  use,''  to  all . 
id  so  described  in  said  report  of  said  Board  of  Visitors  to  the 
faval  Academy  in  1896;  and  also  in  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
0,  1806 — an  act  entitled  '*An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  and  for  other 
sea"  (29  U.  S.  Statutes,  page  368). 

RiOHABD  H.  Green,  Mayor. 
BoBERT  Moss,  Gourtselor, 

H.  Ellinghausen, 
John  H.  Bright,  Jr., 
Elmer  E.  Parkinson, 
Jos.  H.  Bbllis, 
Weems  Eidout, 
Wiley  H.  Bates, 

roved:  Annapolis,  Maryland,  February  4, 1898. 

P.  B,  Porter,  Clerk  of,  the  Council. 


Aldermen. 
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AtMssed  value  of  the  loU,  etc. 


No. 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 

12 
13 
U 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
80 
31 
32 
33 
84 
35 


KlUDOS. 


Elizabeth  Anderson... 

Ida  J.  Anderson 

Greo.  August 

C.N.Joyce 

M.  Hencke 

H.  McGusker 

Kealy's  heirs 

Mrs.  Brasbears 

..-.do 

C.  R.  Blackstan 

W.  M.  B.  &  L.  Associa- 
tion  

S.  Snowden 

S.  A.  Collins 

Kealy*s  heirs < 

C.N.Joyce 

A.  Calhoun 

H.Lowrie 

J.Anderson 

S.F.  Chancy 

F.L.I.Gilhaaa 

G.W.Brown 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Hopkins  . . 

P.Hakan 

H.McCnsker 

J.L.Benjamin 

S.Fraaier 

M.Cusick 

KPowers 

S.KColllns 

C.Hogan 

£.  Powers 

Estate  of  J.  Russell. . . 

SaWation  Army 

E.  Powers 

J.  L.  Beigamin 


Yalilb. 


$894.00 

855.00 

1, 30('.  00 

1, 700. 00 

1, 280. 00 

940.00 

1,960.00 

2,680.00 

2,330.00 

556.00 

450.00 
500.00 
380.00 
830.00 

1,600.00 
255.00 
550.00 
950.00 
950.00 

2, 572. 00 
950.00 
446.00 
900.00 

1,900.00 
250.00 

1, 300. 00 

1, 4()0. 00 
696.00 
650.00 
772.00 
566.00 

1,356.00 


Number 

of 

square 

feet. 


1,500.00 
576.00 


1,487.5 
1,487.5 
1,785 
1,785 
1, 666 
1,440 
3,593 
5.667.7 
4,761.6 
900 

900 

900 

900 
1,276 
3,420 

855 

856 
1,425 
1,425 
1,891 
3,480 
2,817.5 
3,450 
5,275 
2,837.5 
2,706 
2.250 
1,050 
1,820 
1,710 
1.501 
4,595.5 
3,098 
4,550 
4,459 


No. 


Nam< 


36 

87 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50. 

51 

52 

63 

54 

65 

56 

57 

68 

69 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

05 

66 

67 

68 


Mrs.Nason 

John  Nason 

John  Frank,  jr 

John  Frank,  ar 

....do 

M.  Offer 

Jaa.  L  Johnson 

Kealy's  heirs 

Bev.  W.  S.  Southgate 

A.  E.  Jones 

A.  Ejiowles 

Mrs.ChuichhiU 

W.S.Sonth^te 

Keahr'a  heirs 

J.T.MallhaU 

Wm.H.  Smith 

Heirs  of  6.  Franklin . 

A.  Noonan 

R.  Bishop 

K  Jacobson 

S.Parodi 

J.  L.  Beqjamin 

B.  Lamb 

F.L.LQUhaaa 

C.  Hogan 

M.  Lewis 

J.  L.  Bei^amin 

A-  Whipper 

Hardy  k  Rodgera 

P.  Maloney 

Wm.  A.  Stepney 

J.  L  Johnson 


Total  amount. 


Valne. 


Ksi 

1 


$392.50 
480.00 
820.00 

1,705.00  1 
910.00  1 

1,010.00 
770.00 
450.00 
612.00 
900.00 
400.00 
645.00 

1.350. 00 
200.00 
560.00 
666.00 
505.00 
215.00 
880.00 
325.  oa 
300.00 
750.00 
850.00 
540.00 

1,045  00 

1,940.00 
470.00 
629.00 
296.00 
920.00 
792.00 
924.00 
682.00 

1.504. 00 


I 
2 
17 
S 
1 
i 

u 


62,138.60  ;2] 


Square  feet  in — 
Block  A.... 

Block  B 

Block  C 


SUMMARY. 


12 


ToUl 2: 

Square  feet  in— 

Hanover  street 

Bridge  street 

Water  street 


Number  of  square  feet  in  the  square —  = 

Blocks  A.  B,  nudC 21 

Hanover,  Bridge  and  Water  streets I 

7 
Assessed  value  of  blocks  A,  B,  and  C :  = 

Block  A I? 

Block  B S 

Block  C .- 1 


Recapitulation :  = 

Number  of  square  feet  in  the  square 8 

Assessed  value  of  square |l 

Add  to  the  amount  the  value  of  J.  P.  Cherling  bouse  on  lot 

Total  amount € 

{For  plan  thowing  the  square  hounded  by  Hanover,  Governor y  King  George,  and  1 

streets,  in  the  dig  of  Annapolis,  see  map.) 

I  bereby  certify  the  above  map  Ib  a  true  and  fair  description  of  the  square  b< 
by  Hanover,  (lovernor.  King  George,  and  Holland  streets,  in  the  city  of  Ann 
State  of  Maryland,  and  the  assessed  value  of  the  same  is  taken  from  the  asae 
books  of  said  city,  made  in  1896  by  a  law  of  the  general  assembly  of  Marylai 

Louis  Qbkkn,  Cammig  Sun 
Annapolis,  Md.,  January  8, 1898. 
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A. 

BACT  FROM   THK    REPORT  OF    THE    BOARD    OF  VISITORS   TO    THE  NaVAL 

Academy,  1896. 

Annapolis,  Md.,  June  6, 1896. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  begs  leave  to  sabmit  its  report,  as  follows: 

»oard  has  been  in  session  from  June  1  to  June  5,  inclusive,  and  baa  witnessed 

rcises  in  a  programme  laid  down  by  tbe  Superintendent.    It  has  altso  made 

ations,  by  its  committees  and  otherwise,  of  many  matters  relating  to  tbe 

itration  aud  organization  of  tbe  United  States  Naval  Academy. 

toard  of  Visitors  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  recommendations : 

•  ••••• 

SVe  reoommend  the  purchase,  at  a  fair  price,  of  the  land  described  in  H.  B. 
ction  17,  as  an  annex  to  the  groonds  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy. 


?  OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  "AVAILABILITY  AND  DESIBA* 
ST"  OF  PURCHASING  CERTAIN  LAND  NAMED  IN  H.  R.  7542,  SECTION  17,  AS 
JTKEX  TO  THE  GROUNDS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  NAVAL  ACADEMY. 

neeting  of  the  visitors  held  June  4  a  special  committee,  to  consist  of  Messrs. 

Robinson,  and  Meyer,  was  appointed  to  fully  examine  into  the  availability 
irability  of  acquiring  as  an  annex  to  the  grounds  of  the  United  States  Naval 
y  certain  property  described  in  H.  R.  7542,  page  23,  section  17,  as  follows : 

That  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Naval  Academy,  when  visiting  said 
y  in  eighteen  handred  and  ninety-six,  shall  fully  examine  into  and  report  to 
retary  of  the  Navy  and  to  Congress  the  availability  and  desirability  of 
ig  as  an  annex  to  the  grounds  of  said  Academy  so  much  of  the  property 
ig  thereto  in  the  city  of  Annapolis  as  is  situate  between  the  north  Hide  of 
r  street,  the  east  side  of  Governor  street,  the  udrth  side  of  Kiug  George 
»nd  the  west  side  of  Holland  street,  and  the  probable  cost  thereof  by  purchase 
mdemnation  for  public  use.'' 

meeting  of  the  board  on  Jane  5  it  was  on  motion  resolved  that  Mr.  J.  W. 
be  added  to  this  committee.  It  was  also  on  motion  resolved  that  this  com- 
so  enlarged,  proceed  to  examine  the  land  proposed  to  be  added  to  tbe  grounds 
Jnited  States  Naval  Academy  and  report  to  the  full  board  on  its  availability, 
the  desirability  of  its  addition  to  the  grounds  of  the  United  States  Naval 

neetinff  of  the  full  board  held  on  June  5,  at  3  p.  m.,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
[Mr.  Gibson)  reported  for  the  committee,  as  follows:  ''We  have  examined 
md  described  in  H.  R.  7542,  section  17,  and  report  favorably  on  tbe  proposal  to 
«  the  land  in  question." 

aendment  to  tbe  report  was  presented  by  Mr.  VITeeks  to  the  effect  that  one- 
» land  described  would  satisfy  the  wan1»  of  tbe  academy.    The  amendment 
)  adopted  by  the  full  board.    The  report  of  this  committee  stands  as  above, 
recommend  the  purchase  of  the  land  in  question. 
Kstfdlly  submitted. 

Charles  H.  Gibson. 

Ad.  Meyer. 

John  W.  Weeks. 

J.  B.  Robinson. 


BEPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINAL  REPORT. 

committee  respectfully  present  the  foregoing  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors, 
las  been  compiled  under  the  authority  and  according  to  the  instrnctious  of 
»le  board.    The  signatures  of  tbe  particular  copy  here  submitted  have,  by 
ruction  of  tbe  board,  been  signed  by  your  committee. 
Mstfnlly  submitted. 

Edward  S.  Holden. 

J.  C.  Tappan. 

Philip  B.  Low. 

Chas.  H.  Gibson. 

Ad.  Meyer. 
•  •••** 

iclnsion,  we  have  the  pleasure  to  say  that  the  excellent  condition  of  affairs 
Jnited  States  Naval  Academy  reflects  the  greatest  credit  upon  the  executive 
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capacity  of  the  Superintendent,  of  the  commandant  of  cadets,  and  of  the  c< 
omoerii  in  general. 
All  of  which  is  lespectfolly  suhmitted. 

J.  B.  BOBINSON,  President 

John  C.  Kjchbbrg,  Vice-Prm 

J.  C.  Burrows. 

C.  H.  Gibson. 

P.  B.  Low. 

Ad.  Mkyer. 

Edward  S.  Holdrn. 

Robert  B.  Howbll. 

F.  VValcott  Jackson. 

Charles  Scott. 

J.  C.  Tappan. 

John  W.  Weeks. 
*The  S&crvtabt  of  thb  Nayt. 


H.  B.  9378,  FIFTYFIFTH  CONGRESS,  SECOND  SESSION. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
March  —,  1898. 
Beferred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be  pnntel 

AMENDMENT  I 

h 
1  ntended  to  be  proposed  by  Mr.  Gorman  to  the  bill  (H.  E.  9378)  ni 

appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  7 

30, 1899,  and  for  other  purposes. 


Insert  at  the  end  of  line  22,  page  45,  the  following: 
"To  enable  the  Attorney-General  to  acquire,  by  purchase  or  cc 
B«ition  or  gift  or  grant  or  concession,  that  particular  property 
ill  the  city  of  Annapolis,  State  of  Maryland,  and  more  parti 
described  as  Ijring  between  the  north  side  of  Hanover  street,  ai 
side  of  Governor  street,  and  north  side  of  King  George  street,  aD 
side  of  Holland  street,  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Visitors 
T3. 8.  Naval  Academy  in  189(>  (under  the  authority  vested  in  said 
by  Congress  in  its  act  approved  June  10,  1896,  29  TJ.  S.  Statute 
to  be  purchased  as  an  annex  to  the  U,  S.  Naval  Academy,  the  1 
$92,884.77,  and  the  Attorney-General  is  hereby  authorized  and  d 
to  acquire  said  described  property  within  the  limit  of  cost,  and 
manner  and  upon  the  terms  and  conditions,  as  near  as  may  be,  as 
in  the  resolutions,  opinion,  estimates  of  costs,  and  agreement  of  t 
council  of  Annapolis,  Maryland,  printed  in  Senate  Document  N| 
Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session." 
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5&rH  C0NOBE88, )  SENATB.  (  Document 

2d  Session.       )  )    No.  214. 


AEQUMENT  FAVOEINQ  THE  AITNEXATION  OP  HAWAH. 


March  80, 1898.— Ordfired  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Fbye  presented  the  following 

A&OITBfENT,  WKXTTKN  B7  THB  LATB  JOHN  DBAN  CATON,  EX- 
CHIEF  JUSTICE  OF  THB  STATB  OF  ILLINOIS,  FAVORING  TEDB 
ANNEXATION  OF  HAWAH. 


The  following  argnment  was  written  by  the  late  John  Dean  Caton, 
exchief  justice  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  the  information  of  the  late 
W.  Q.  Gresham  when  he  was  Secretary  of  State,  and  has  recently  been 
found  among  his  papers: 

THE  ANNEXATION  OF  HAWAH  IB  DBSIBABLE  AND  SHOULD  BB  DONB« 

[By  John  Dkan  Caton,  ex-oliief  Jnstioe  of  Ulinois.] 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  very  able  article  in  the  May  number 
of  the  Foram,  written  by  that  eminent  jurist,  Judge  Gooley,  entitled 
^^Grare  obstacles  to  Hawaiian  annexation,"  in  which  he  groups  together 
the  most  cogent  reasons  I  have  heard  presented  against  the  annexation 
of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  United  States,  a  subject  which  is  at 
this  time  very  properly  engrossing  the  attention  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. As  a  jurist  he  will  readily  appreciate  not  only  the  propriety  but 
the  necessity  that  both  sides  of  this  controverted  question  should  be 
presented,  in  order  to  enable  him  whose  duty  it  is  to  form  an  opinion 
on  the  subject  to  do  so  wisely  and  justly,  that  is  to  say,  so  as  to  pro- 
iDOte  the  best  interests  of  our  country  and  of  mankind,  both  for  the 
present  and  the  future.  Hence  I  venture  to  make  some  suggestions 
^hich  lead  me  to  different  conclusions  from  those  arrived  at  by  the 
^inent  jurist.  To  me  it  appears  proper  to  consider  the  matter  under 
^parate  heads. 

First  Does  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  authorize  the 

Hnnexation  of  Hawaii  to  this  country  f    This  is  only  denied  by  the 

learned  judge  inferentially.    If  he  argues  against  it,  in  the  course  of 

that  argument  it  seems  to  me  he  proves  its  existence.    If  at  one  time 

bis  reasons  against  the  power  would  have  had  weight,  events  since  have 

^mpletely  disposed  of  the  objections  which  he  urges.    If  the  franiers 

of  the  Constitution  intended  that  the  territory  of  the  United  States 

^honld  never  be  extended  beyond  the  limits  which  it  then  occupied, 

tbey  certainly  inserted  no  word  in  that  instrument  manifesting  such 

te  intention.    It  may  be  that  those  great  and  wise  men  did  not  fully 

grasp  or  comprehend  the  future  greatness  of  the  Government  the 

C^nndations  of  which  they  were  then  laying.    Either  by  accident  or 
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throagb  the  direction  of  a  wise  Providence,  they  abstained  fiK>in  insert- 
ing words  of  restriction  which  would  have  inhibited  the  acquisition  of 
other  territories  over  which  the  asgis  of  the  Gonstitation  might  be 
extended. 

If,  as  was  sapposed  by  Jefferson  and  many  others  in  his  day,  the 
absence  of  express  authority  implied  an  inhibition,  wisdom  and  indeed 
absolute  necessity  impelled  him  to  act  without  that  express  authority 
which  he  so  much  desired,  and  he  made  a  treaty  with  France,  by  which 
he  purchased  Louisiana  for  the  United  States,  whereby  an  immense 
tract  of  land  was  added  to  our  territory.    By  that  purchase  he  did  not 
obtain  the  fee  of  the  soil,  as  to  a  large  part  of  it,  but  the  sovereignty 
only;  that  is,  the  right  to  make  laws  for  its  government    That  right 
was  acquired  in  as  absolute  a  condition  as  it  had  existed  in  the  sover- 
eignty of  France,  the  grantor.    If  Jefferson  at  first  thought  that  it  was 
necessary,  or  at  least  prudent,  to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution sanctioning  the  act,  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  was  such  as  to  remove  his  own  scruples,  and  he 
joined  with  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  construction  of  the  Constitution 
which  held  that  the  purchase  had  been  made  in  pursuance  of  authority 
conferred  by  that  instrument.    Here  was  an  instance  of  contemporane- 
ous construction,  perhaps  the  most  potent  of  any  to  be  found  in  the 
history  of  our  jurisprudence,  and  it  so  conclusively  settled  the  question 
that  none  but  the  most  captious  or  irreconcilable  have  ever  ventured  to 
doubt  it  since. 

The  purchase  of  Florida  soon  followed  in  pursuance  of  the  same 
authority  conferred  by  the  Constitution.  In  these  two  instances  the 
allegiance  of  subjects  was  transferred  from  one  sovereignty  to  anotber 
without  their  consent  any  more  than  that  of  the  acres  of  ground  com- 
posing the  territories.  And  such  has  been  the  case  in  every  instance 
where  we  have  acquired  new  territory,  excepting  that  of  Texas.  The 
act  of  transfer  of  allegiance  was  just  as  violent  as  was  the  title  toft 
slave.  As  to  them  the  transfer  was  as  forcible  as  it  would  have  been 
had  the  territory  been  acquired  by  conquest.  This  transfer  of  allegi- 
ance is  just  as  liable  to  be  effected  by  force  as  by  volition.  Suppose, 
unhappily,  we  should  find  ourselves  at  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  sup- 
pose further  that  we  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  completely  overran 
and  conquer  Canada,  and  in  the  treaty  of  peace  all  that  Dominion  should 
be  ceded  to  the  United  States,  our  title  would  be  as  complete  as  it  is 
over  any  other  of  our  dominions,  not  to  the  fee  of  the  soil  in  all  cases, 
but  to  the  sovereignty  absolutely;  and  in  the  transfer  of  sovereignty 
the  voice  of  every  inhabitant  of  the  country  would  be  absolutely  jflent 
and  no  one  will  at  this  day  question  the  constitutional  power  of  tbe 
United  States  thus  to  acquire  the  title;  indeed,  the  same  thing  did 
actually  occur  in  our  late  war  with  Mexico. 

It  is  not  a  question  whether  the  moralist  will  approve  of  the  manner 
in  which  that  war  was  brought  about.  We  have  only  to  lool^  at  revolts 
in  the  consideration  of  questions  of  this  kind.  In  the  latter  precedent 
Mexico,  for  the  time  being,  was  a  conquered  country.  Its  capital  was 
in  possession  of  our  armies,  its  governing  officers  were  fugitives,  and 
according  to  the  customs  of  nations  in  the  past  we  might  have  governed 
the  country  arbitrarily,  had  we  chosen  to  do  so.  And  while  our  heavy 
hand  was  thus  pressing  down  upon  their  nominal  rulers,  we  compelled 
them  to  cede  to  us  a  large  portion  of  their  territory,  and  that,  too,  with- 
out asking  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  whose  allegiance  was  thns 
transferred  by  force  aud,  in  most  cases,  against  their  will. 

Not  a  line  can  be  found  in  the  Constitution  authorizing  this  proceed- 
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Dg  any  more  than  in. the  other  cases  mentioned,  but  the  authority 
lerely  follows  from  the  necessity  of  the  case  and  the  customs  of  man- 
ind.  Self-preservation,  as  well  as  self  interest,  compelled  the  exercise 
f  this  power,  and  the  uuiversal  appreciation  of  this  necessity  prompted 
.  construction  of  the  Constitution  which  admitted  the  power  to  acquire 
lew  territory  either  by  purchase  or  conquest. 

Judge  Oooley  would  limit  this  power  to  the  acquisition  of  contiguous 
erritory  only.  Where  does  he  find  authority  for  this  limitation  f 
Confessedly  not  in  any  language  in  the  Constitution,  for  the  power 
tself  is  not  found  in  its  language,  but  he  reasons  it  out  from  its  con- 
venience. The  claim  is  that  the  power  to  acquire  territory  must  be 
imited  to  contiguous  territory  capable  of  being  made  into  States  and 
idmitted  into  the  Union,  with  people  homogeneous  with  our  own. 
The  facts  correspond  with  his  conditions  in  one  regard  only,  and  that  is 
^ntiguity  of  territory,  but  are  entirely  inconsistent  with  his  condi- 
ion  as  t<>  population.  In  all  the  cases  already  referred  to,  whether 
^he  territory  was  acquired  by  purchase  or  by  conquest,  the  inhab- 
itants were  not  of  our  own  race,  but  of  other  races.  With  Louisiana  we 
acquired  a  French  population,  differing  entirely  in  habits,  language,  and 
laws  from  our  own  i)eople;  and  so  of  Florida  and  Mexico. 

Bat  when  we  come  to  the  acquisition  of  Alaska  all  the  conditions 
required  by  Judge  Cooley  for  making  the  acquisition  of  territory  con- 
Btitutional  are  entirely  wanting.  That  territory  was  not  and  is  not  now 
contiguous  to  ours;  it  is  separated  by  a  wide  tract  of  foreign  territory 
owned  and  controlled  by  another  sovereignty.  It  is  true  that  before 
the  boundary  line  Was  settled  between  the  United  States  and  British 
Columbia  a  great  many  people  of  this  country  set  up  the  cry  of  ^<  Fifty 
foar-forty  or  fight,"  but  when  the  boundary  treaty  was  made  this  claim 
was  abandoned,  and  with  it  all  pretense  of  contiguity  of  territory  ceased. 
Therefore  Judge  Cooley's  contention  that  the  claim,  though  abandoned 
twenty  years  l^fore  we  acquired  Alaska,  satisfied  the  condition  of  con- 
tignity  seems  to  me  quite  untenable.  He  must  consider  it  ixow  settled 
that  the  condition  of  contiguity  is  not  required  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  to  the  acquisition  of  territory. 

If  the  Constitution  allows  us  to  reach  out  5  or  6  degrees  and  acquire 
territory  must  we  consider  this  the  constitutional  limit,  or  may  we  not 
go  a  littie  farther  f  If  we  may  go  6  degrees  north  point  out  the  provision 
which  inhibits  us  from  going  30  degrees  west.  We  have  already 
acquired  Pearl  Harbor  for  a  coaling  station  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
which  is  the  only  harbor  on  Oahu  besides  Honolulu.  What  is  the 
extent  of  the  rights  thus  acquired — whether  the  fee  of  the  soil  or  some 
measure  of  sovereignty — I  do  not  know,  but  certain  it  is  that  we  have 
acquired  some  rights  there  which  a  sovereignty  may  hold,  and  if  we 
may  acquire  them,  whatever  they  may  be,  have  we  exhausted  the 
acquisitive  power  permitted  by  the  Constitution!  The  same  fact  exists 
on  the  island  of  Samoa  and  in  many  other  distant  countries  demanded 
by  our  interests.  The  welfare  of  our  country  and  its  commeice  com- 
pel the  exercise  of  this  power,  which  is  nowhere  expressly  granted  by 
the  Constitution  and  yet  has  ever  been  exercised  by  the  Government. 

On  this  subject  the  practice  of  a  century  or  more  would  seem  to  have 
formulated  the  rule  that  whatever  the  welfare  of  the  country  impera- 
tively requires  it  to  do,  and  is  not  expressly  or  impliedly  forbidden  by 
the 'Constitution,  that  the  National  Government  is  authorized  to  do; 
lud  most  prominent  among  these  things  is  the  acquisition  of  new  tern- 
ary, whether  it  be  contiguous  or  not. 

One  mode  of  acquiring  sovereignty  is  by  discovery,  not  only  by 


I 


4  ARQUMEilT   FAVORING  ANNEXATION  OF  HAWAIL 

uationa]  explorers,  bat  by  private  citizens.  -No  well-informed  states- 
man or  jurist  would  dispute  our  right  under  tbe  Constitution  to  acquire 
sovereignty  in  this  way,  no  matter  in  what  part  of  the  globe  it  might  be^ 

I  think  I  have  demonstrated  that  our  General  Government  has  tbe 
constitutional  right  to  acquire  title  and  sovereignty  to  territory  in  aay 
part  of  the  globe,  either  by  purchase,  by  conquest,  or  by  discovery. 

The  learned  author  of  the  article  under  review  thinks  that  we  cao 
have  no  colonial  x>ossessions,  because  we  have  no  means  of  governing 
them  under  the  Constitution.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  position  is  main- 
tained by  a  mere  quibble  about  words.  When  the  power  of  control  is 
measured  by  the  extent  of  control  exercised,  our  Territories  have 
always  been  quite  as  dependent  as  the  colonies  of  any  of  the  countries 
of  Europe,  and  we  might  just  as  properly  call  our  dependencies  colonies 
as  Territories.  Ever  since  the  cession,  in  1787,  by  Virginia  to  the  United 
States,  of  the  country  northwest  of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  which  she  claimed 
by  conquest  alone,  which  was  the  first  territory  acquired  by  the  United 
States  under  the  present  Constitution,  all  the  territory  which  has  been 
acquired,  whether  by  purchase,  gift,  conquest,  or  discovery,  has  been 
held  and  governed  by  the  United  States  as  completely  and  absolutely 
as  ever  have  any  of  the  colonies  of  the  other  nations  been  held  and 
governed,  by  whatever  name  they  have  been  called. 

The  only  difference  is  in  name  and  not  in  substance.  Whenever  a 
State  has  been  admitted  out  of  any  of  these  Territories,  except  in  the 
Virginia  cession,  it  has  not  been  in  pursuance  of  an  absolute  right,  bat 
has  been  a  boon  granted.  If,  in  the  first  instance,  provision  was  made 
in  the  act  of  cession  that  States  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union  oat 
of  the  territory  thus  granted,  in  no  instance  was  the  time  when,  or  con- 
ditions under  which,  such  admission  should  be  made  been  fixed.  That 
was  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  General  Government.  At  one 
time  40,000  inhabitants  was  deemed  sujQQcient  for  the  admission  of  a 
State.  That  number  has  been  gradually  increased  till  at  the  present 
time  it  is  about  six  times  that  number.  Utah  has  been  claiming  admis- 
sion for  twenty  years,  all  the  time  showing  sufBcient  x>opulation  to 
entitle  her  to  admission  if  numbers  could  give  it  to  her  as  a  right  The 
truth  is,  these  Territories  have  no  absolute  legal  right  to  admission  as 
a  State  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  guarantees  to  them. 
It  is  solely  a  matter  of  discretion  with  the  General  Gt>vemment,  and 
has  been  always  so  considered  and  treated. 

The  only  right  claimed  is  a  sort  of  moral,  but  never  a  legal,  right— « 
right  which  the  General  Government  may  withhold  without  any  breadi 
of  the  Constitution.  The  only  question  to  be  considered  is  one  of 
policy ;  whatever  is  deemed  best  for  the  interests  of  the  country  at  large 
and  for  the  people  of  the  territory,  that  the  General  Government  is 
morally  bound  to  do  and  nothing  else. 

As  a  question  of  constitutional  power,  then,  I  think  if  Judge  OofMf 
were  called  upon  to  decide  it  judicially,  he  would  consider  it  so  plainly 
within  the  constitutional  power  of  the  United  States  to  acquire  tbe 
sovereignty  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  any  way  which  was  sattsfactoiT 
to  the  Government  that  he  would  hardly  have  patience  to  hear  argu- 
ments upon  it. 

Second.  I  next  propose  to  consider  the  question  whether  it  is  de8i^ 
able  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  that  territory  shon{d  be 
annexed  to  our  Government.  This  can  not  be  so  conclusively  estab- 
lished as  the  former  proposition,  but  must  depend  on  the  judgments  of 
men,  and  so  long  as  the  most  able  and  judicious  of  men  will  arrive  at 
different  conclusions  from  the  same  facts,  we  can  not  exi>ect  that  all 
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ten  will  agree  upon  this  question  one  way  or  the  other.  The  most  I 
ail  do,  therefore,  is  to  suggest  the  reasons  which  have  led  my  judgment 
f}  the  conclusion  that  it  is  lor  the  best  interests  of  our  nation,  and 
herefore  desirable,  that  such  annexation  should  take  place. 

Perhaps  at  the  present  moment  it  may  make  no  great  difference  to 
IS  whether  we  possess  the  sovereignty  over  those  islands  or  not,  but 
lations  are  not  for  a  day  only  but  for  all  future  time,  so  to  speak, 
ilthough  we  are  well  aware  that  that  is  but  a  mode  of  expression  and 
\t  most,  as  we  fondly  hope  in  our  own  case,  signifies  a  very  long  time. 

When  we  look  back  and  see  the  changes  which  have  been  wrought 
within  the  single  century  of  our  political  existence  we  are  admonished 
that  we  must  expect  vastly  greater  changes  within  the  next  hundred 
years.  Our  politicid  independence  was  accomplished  by  only  3,000,000 
of  people,  scattered  along  our  Atlantic  coast.  Since  then  our  popula- 
tion has  increased  by  more  than  twentyfold  and  the  territory  actually 
occupied  has  increased  by  more  than  a  thousandfold.  Who  at  that 
time  anticipated  thisf  Even  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  our  Oon- 
stitation,  who  in  that  conyention  thought  that  they  were  framing  an 
instrnment  for  the  government  of  the  territory  which  it  now  coversT 
It  seems  as  if  the  hand  that  penned  it  was  guided  by  Divine  wisdom; 
the  writer  wrote  so  much  better  than  he  knew.  This  should  admonish 
ns  that  those  who  are  acting  not  only  for  the  present  time  but  for  the 
fatiire,  and,  as  we  hope,  for  the  far  distant  future,  should  strive  to  look 
into  that  future  and  wisely  anticipate  the  conditions  of  things  which 
are  likely  to  arise,  and  to  aid  us  in  doing  this  we  have  many  more 
lights  for  our  guidance  than  had  our  forefathers. 

The  advance  in  the  arts  and  scied ces  and  in  almost  every  department 
of  haman  progress  has  been  far  greater  than  in  any  thousand  years  of 
previonsly  recorded  time;  and  he  whose  duty  it  is  to  anticipate  and 
provide  for  the  future  will  act  wisely  if  he  takes  all  these  into  his  account. 
Be  may  first  consider  what  will  be  the  population,  wealth,  and  strength 
of  this  nation  in  any  specified  time  in  the  future. 

We  have  ten  times  more  seacoast  bordering  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  than 
has  any  other  nation,  and  he  may  well  conclude  that  this  will  continue 
to  he  the  case  in  the  future.  The  country  bordering  upon  this  coast  is 
38  capable  as  any  other  of  producing  the  elements  needed  for  human 
sustenance  and  human  happiness,  and  these  capabilities  are  being  rap* 
idly  augmented  by  human  industry  and  human  invention;  and  not  less 
promising  is  the  prospect  for  increased  manufactories,  all  of  which  means 
increased  commerce  both  by  export  and  import. 

The  history  of  the  past  shows  that  the  genius  of  our  people  is  as  well 
adapted  to  ocean  navigation  as  to  land  transportation.  If  there  is  a 
lull  at  the  present  time  in  that  branch  of  human  industry,  we  may  well 
assume  that  it  is  but  temporary.  The  sagacious  statesman  will  not  fail 
to  discover  the  cause  of  this  and  see  that  it  is  but  temporary;  and  as 
he  looks  into  the  future  he  will  see  that  great  ocean  covered  with  our 
(X)mmerce,  carried  on  with  the  same  energy  and  am  oition  as  is  now  wit- 
nessed  upon  the  land.  True  wisdom  would  suggest  that  this  should  be 
anticipated  and  provided  for,  and  all  whom  we  may  admit  to  be  the 
^st  qualified  to  judge  of  this  seem  to  be  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that 
)io other  spot  on  the  globe  is  so  important  as  these  islands  to  this  future 
<^minerce.  I  ask,  feeling  confident  that  no  negative  answer  can  be 
found,  what  n^n  who  is  really  qualified  to  judge  has  ever  expressed  an 
opinion  not  in  entire  harmony  with  this  assertion  f 

It  will  hardly  be  denied  by  anyone  that  those  who  have  made  it  the 
study  of  their  lives  to  compi*ehend  and  master  any  particular  subject 
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appreciatathe  better  that  subject  in  all  its  bearings  by  reason  of  s 
study.  It  is  the  wise  policy  of  our  Government  to  educate  a  clas 
our  young  men  to  the  art  of  war  in  all  its  bearings,  both  by  sea  i 
land.  These  studies  must  embrace  not  only  detensive  but  aggresi 
war,  for  all  must  admit  that  exigencies  may  arise  when  our  natic 
interests  may  require  the  exercise  of  both  these  modes  of  warfare,  i 
those  who  are  called  upon  to  administer  our  national  affairs  wc 
undoubtedly  be  wanting  in  their  duty  should  they  neglect  to  proi 
for  both  these.  The  learned  jurist,  with  whose  views  I  feel  constrai 
to  disagree,  objects  to  the  expression  which  has  hitherto  been  < 
sidered  as  embodying  the  highest  political  wisdom,  ^^  In  time  of  pc 
prepare  for  war,'^  and  would  change  it  to  read,  ^'  In  times  of  peace  ] 
pare  against  war." 

Were  I  not  compelled  to  conclude  that  he  intended  to  convey  a 
ferent  meaning  by  this  change  of  words,  I  should  have  assumed  t 
he  meant  the  same  thing,  but  he  gives  us  plainly  to  understand  by 
manner  in  which  his  phraseology  is  introduced  that  he  meant  so 
thing  else,  and  hence  we  are  obliged  to  inquire  what  that  change 
meaning  is.  If  in  times  of  peace  we  prepare  for  war,  we  thereby  i 
pose  to  deter  others  from  making  war  upon  us  or  from  going  to  i 
with  us,  and  in  that  way  in  times  of  peace  we  prepare  against  w 
but  he  would  propose  to  prepare  against  war  in  some  other  way,  i 
the  only  other  way  I  can  think  of  is  fwt  to  prepare  for  war  in  timi 
])eace,  so  in  order  to  do  this  we  must  disarm  ourselves  and  proclaiin 
the  world  that  we  will  on  no  account  fight  to  defend  our  righte,  I 
will  appeal  to  their  sense  of  justice  alone  to  induce  them  to  let  us  alo 
When  the  millennium  shall  come— Vhen  all  men  shall  divest  themsel 
of  selfishness  and  only  seek  to  promote  the  happiness  and  well  beiD) 
all  other  men — then  will  the  world  be  prepared  for  this  exalted  8tat< 
human  happiness  and  human  society. 

Kow,  I  was  born  and  brought  up  in  a  society  of  Christians  who  b 
to  this  doctrine  of  universal  peace.  The  Friends  believed  that  1 
reign  of  universal  peace  and  good  will  among  men  had  already  arriv 
when  by  turning  the  other  cheek  the  right  could  triumph,  or,  if  it  < 
not  at  the  instant,  a  blessing  would  follow  the  pain  and  that  a  higl 
])ower  would  intervene  and  protect  the  right.  But  in  the  country  ( 
trict  school,  where  most  of  the  boys  had  not  been  taught  this  sabli 
theory  of  peace,  I  found  that  I  had  to  turn  the  other  cheek  more  1 
quently  than  was  agreeable  to  me,  and  I  was  constrained,  as  I  thong 
to  strike  out  for  myself,  and  with  more  satisfactory  results. 

And  should  we,  as  a  nation,  adopt  the  peace  policy  suggested,  I  thi 
it  would  not  be  very  long  before  our  people  would  deem  it  wise  to 
back  to  the  old  policy,  "  In  time  of  peace  prepare  for  war."  So  long 
we  live  in  this  wicked  world  and  constitute  a  part  of  a  family  of  nati< 
who  are  more  selfish  in  the  aggregate  than  in  their  individual  capt 
ties  we  can  not  afford  to  abandon  the  policy  of  selfishness,  by  whicb 
the  other  members  are  actuated,  by  leading  the^  way  in  the  peace  poli 
to  the  extent  of  reducing  ourselves  to  iml^cility.  I  am  happy  to  8 
that  I  think  I  see  evidence  that  there  is  more  disposition  among  natic 
to  the  adoption  of  this  peace  policy  in  later  years  than  ever  before,  a 
I  would  do  everything  to  promote  it  which  I  could  short  of  impotent 
which  at  this  time  would  but  invite  aggression;  but  this  I  would  noti 
but  in  time  of  peace  would  prepare  for  war,  which  I  think  is  the  b 
means  for  insuring  peace. 

If  the  acquisition  of  these  islands  will  tend  to  promote  our  secnr 
by  the  protection  of  our  commerce  upon  the  Pacific  Ocean,  then  it 
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r  our  intereMt  as  a  nation  that  we  should  have  them  under  our  control, 
id  1  think  few  who  have  studied  the  subject  will  deny  that. 
These  islands  are  nearer  to  our  territory  than  to  that  of  any  other 
ktion;  the  next  nearest  land  to  the  islands  is  Tahiti;  which  was  prac- 
'A\\\y  wrested  from  another  people  about  as  far  advanced  in  civiliza- 
m  as  are  the  descendants  of  the  ori^nal  inhabitants  of  the  Hawaiian 
lands.    France  took  possession  of  these  islands  practically  by  force 

arms  and  not  by  the  gift  or  voluntary  ofier  of  the  inhabitants,  but 
inply  because  she  Iiad  the  power  and  wanted  them.  She  wanted  them 
[nply  beciiuse  she  thought  it  would  promote  her  selfish  interests, 
le  had  no  contiguous  possessions,  she  coveted  the  islands  not  for  their 
XMlacts,  but  as  a  means  of  protecting  her  commerce  in  that  ocean, 
nd  BO  have  the  other  nations  of  Europe  been  in  the  constant  habit  of 
izingupon  the  islands  in  tliat  great  ocean — always  by  force  and  never 
r  the  invitation  or  even  by  the  consentof  their  inhabitants.  All  have 
!emed  it  wise  jiolicy  to  possess  themselves  of  such  islands,  the  moving 
stification  to  which  has  been  commercial  protection  and  commercial 
jcessity. 

There  are  but  few  good  harbors  on  the  islands  of  Hawaii ;  two  on  the 
land  of  Oahu — Honolulu  and  Pearl  Harbor — and  one  on  the  island  of 
awaii,  the  harbor  of  Hilo.  These  alone  invite  commerce.  Tlie  most 
aportant  and  valuable  of  these  is  the  first  named.  It  is  approached 
f  a  long  and  tortuous  channel,  yet  its  approach  is  easy  under  the 
irection  of  a  competent  pilot.  Tiie  harbor  itself  is  land  locked.  It  is 
^ge  enough  to  accommodate  a  great  commerce,  and  is  said  by  com- 
ment engineers  to  be  absolutely  defensible.  Just  back  of  the  town, 
hich  is  situated  directly  upon  the  harbor,  is  the  crater  of  an  extinct 
olcano  called  "Punch  Bowl,"  which  rises  500  feet  above  the  bay  and 
»wu.  It  is  so  precipitous  in  front  that  it  is  ascended  by  the  pedestrian 
ith  great  difficulty,  but  it  may  be  approached  at  its  rear  by  the  eques- 
ian.  It  may  be  easily  made  entirely  defensible  in  the  rear  as  well  as 
I  the  front,  so  say  the  military  engineers.  The  crater  itself  has  been 
lied  up  in  tlie  course  of  time,  so  that  it  is  now  sunk  not  many  feet 
,'low  the  rim  by  which  it  is  surrounded.  Even  the  layman  can  not 
ok  upon  this  place  without  reiulily  appreciating  that  the  engineer 
glares  the  truth  when  he  says  the  place  is  absolutely  defensible. 

commands  not  only  the  harbor  and  its  approach,  but  the  ocean 
yond  as  far  as  shot  can  be  thrown. 

Diamond  Head,  too,  which  is  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  channel 
ttween  Oahu  and  Molokai,  which  is  the  next  island  to  the  win<lward, 

a  commanding  i)oint  scarcely  less  defensible  and  commands  the 
aniiel  between  the  two  islands  and  the  sea  far  to  the  westward. 
By  reason  of  its  rocky  shoals,  this  capital  island  can  not  be  approached 
th  anything  but  the  lightest  vessels,  and  this  is  true  of  all  the  islands 

the  group,  with  a  few  rare  exceptions.  It  would  be  hard  to  find 
lother  place  on  the  globe  of  any  importance  so  difficult  to  approach 
'  sea  and  so  defensible.  For  a  national  ))Ossession  the  value  of  this 
oup  of  islands  can  not  be  exaggerated;  but  the  islands  are  not  only 
sirable  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  but  as  a  pleasure  resort  and  as 
i^nitarium  they  are  inviting.    They  are  probably  the  healthiest  part 

earth  now  inhabited.  When  discovered  by  Cook,  in  1778,  the  old 
liabitants  claimed  that  no  person  ever  died  of  disease  on  the  islands, 
t  only  from  old  age  or  violence.  There  were  at  that  time  no  pests 
own  there,  and  even  now  there  are  no  sn.ikes,  toads,  or  frogs  found 
3re.  No  mosquitos,  lice,  gnats,  or  fieas,  or  any  pests  of  that  kind  wer^ 
3r  known  upon  the  islands  till  they  were  imported, 
1^.  i*4,c.  sil — M 
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I  took  some  pains  to  gather  up  the  vital  statistics  in  the  islands  ^ 
I  was  there  in  1888,  so  far  as  the  white  people  were  concerned,  and 
lished  the  results  iu  the  Examiner,  a  medical  journal  in  Ohicago,  of  J 
1889,  and  the  result  was  so  startling  that  my  veracity  was  qne8ti< 
until  the  truth  of  my  statements  was  absolutely  verified  by  documen 
evidence.  For  instance,  the  death  of  a  white  child  in  Honolnlu  da 
the  seven  years  previous  to  1888  represented  over  four  hundred  yeai 
juvenile  life  in  the  Sunday  school  of  the  Fort  Street  Church,  and 
death  of  an  adult  in  the  same  church  during  the  same  time  represei 
over  one  hundred  years  of  adult  life.*  The  first  white  child  born  in 
islands  was  in  1820,  and  the  records  of  all  the  missionary  &mili( 
the  islands  up  to  1852  showed  that  over  86  per  cent  of  those  1 
between  those  dates  were  still  living,  and  many  of  those  who  had  < 
had  died  in  foreign  countries  or  by  accident. 

The  inquiry  will  at  once  arise,  how,  if  that  is  such  a  healthy  conn 
the  native  population  dwindled  from  400,000  to  45,000  within  a  sii 
century f  The  explanation  is  manifest.  For  untold  generations 
most  feeble  lived  and  propagated  their  species  as  well  as  the  stn 
and  when  the  whites  came  and  brought  with  them  the  diseases  of  ci 
zation,  both  reputable  and  disreputable,  the  natives  lacked  the  stan 
to  resist  them ;  whereas  the  whites  who  had  come  from  the  tempe: 
zone,  where  constant  fluctuations  of  climate  render  it  the  most  unheal 
in  the  world,  to  say  nothing  of  its  multifarious  diseases,  which  b 
through  ages  swept  off  the  feeble  and  left  only  the  most  hardy 
robust  to  propagate  the  species,  and  their  offspring  inherited  a  capa 
to  resist  disease,  and  when  such  constitutions  went  to  a  climaU 
healthy  the  effect  was  manifest  in  a  longer  lease  of  life. 

The  inquiry  may  be  made,  if  these  facts  be  so,  why  has  this 
already  become  the  great  sanitarium  of  the  world,  especiaUy  for  pe< 
of  the  United  States,  who  are  so  near  by  f  The  answer  is  obvious, 
is  because  of  the  character  of  the  Grovernment ;  there  are  not  accom 
dations  there  to  invite  visitors.  With  a  stable  government  cap 
would  flow  in  at  once  and  abundant  accommodations  would  be  built 
not  only  for  invalids,  but  for  pleasure  seekers  also,  and  great  numi 
of  temporary  visitors  would  seek  those  shores;  but  beyond  this,  cap 
would  seek  those  islands  for  business  enterprises,  and  in  an  incredi 
short  time  they  would  become  rich  and  prosperous,  and  it  would  no 
long  before  the  population  would  exceed  in  number  the  natives  1 
occupied  the  islands  when  they  were  first  discovered. 

Judge  Oooley  assumes  that  all  the  whites  now  upon  the  islands 
foreigners,  and  have  obtruded  themselves  unbidden  ux>on  the  nati* 
This  is  an  unjust  assumption. 

A  very  large  proi)ortion  of  the  whites  now  in  the  islands  are  natr 
and  may  as  w^ell  claim  the  right  of  nativity  as  the  descendants  of 
original  population,  and  the  present  immigrants,  who  have  becc 
legally  naturalized  and  so  qualified  to  hold  office,  are  entitled  to 
same  rights  and  privileges  as  are  our  own  naturalized  citizens.  '. 
Thurston,  the  present  representative  of  that  Government,  now  here,i 
born  in  the  islands,  as  was  his  father  before  him,  and  the  only  object 

*  In  his  septennial  sermon  Dr.  Frear  stated  that  bnt  six  deaths  had  ocomxed  am 
the  attendants  of  his  Snnday  school  during  the  last  seyen  years,  and  one  ot  tl 
was  jy  drowning;,  and  the  records  of  the  school  showed  that  the  ayerage  attendi 
had  been  three  hundred.  As  each  scholar  represented  a  year  of  juYenile  life  ai 
ally,  by  multiplying  the  three  hundred  by  seven  it  becomes  plain  that  the  sehoo: 
seyen  years  represented  two  thousand  one  hundred  years  of  Juvenile  life.  Di^ 
this  by  the  five  deaths  from  disease,  we  see  that  there  had  been  but  one  death 
every  four  hundred  years  of  juvenile  life  during  that  time, 
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that  can  be  urged  against  his  citizenship  there  is  his  white  lineage  and 
that  he  is  a  man  of  learning,  ability,  and  integrity  and  is  seeUng  to 
promote  the  welfare  and  the  happiness  of  all  his  conntrymen.  And 
the  same  may  be  said  of  the  present  chief  jnstice  of  the  islands,  who  is 
a  son  of  the  eminent  missionary,  Dr.  Judd.  He,  with  a  large  family  of 
brothers  and  sisters,  was  bom  apon  the  islands  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  this  country  in  our  most  eminent  institutions,  both  academic 
and  legal,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  the  appellation  of  an  eminent  jurist, 
as  wiU  be  seen  by  anyone  familiar  with  the  reports  of  the  supreme 
court  of  that  Eaiigdom. 

Are  these  gentlemen,  and  many  other  white  natives  of  the  islands 
scarcely  less  distinguished,  to  be  treated  and  considered  as  interloping 
foreigners  who  have  intruded  themselves  upon  the  islands  and  have 
now  overturned  their  Government  and  are  seeking  to  give  it  away,  to 
the  injury  of  its  inhabitants  f 

I  wSu  vindicate  the  fairness  of  Judge  Gooley's  intention  by  the  asser- 
tion that  if  he  understood  the  facts  he  would  not  attempt  to  brand 
these  men  as  intrusive  foreig^ners.  If  he  would  place  the  naturalized 
citizens  of  that  country  on  a  lower  plane  of  right  than  the  native  born, 
we  may  infer  that  he  would  do  the  same  with  our  naturalized  citizens  \ 
here. 

AH  the  Hawaiian  Islands  are  of  volcanic  origin,  and  it  is  plainly  seen 
that  the  first  which  emerged  from  the  water  is  the  island  of  Kauai, 
which  was  the  first  discovered  by  Cook  and  is  the  most  northwesterly 
or  leeward  of  the  group,  and  the  emergence  was  thence  successively  to 
the  windward,  and  the  last  to  emerge  was  Hawaii,  which  is  the  largest; 
indeed,  it  contains  more  area  than  all  the  others  put  together.  They 
consist  almost  entirely  of  lava,  and  contain  but  very  little  tufa;  the  soU 
18  necessarily,  therefore,  decomposed  lava.  The  decomposition  of  lava 
18  a  very  slow  process  and  is  not  now  complete,  even  in  the  oldest  island. 
Decomposed  lava  constitutes  the  strongest  soil  to  be  met  with  and  has 
the  appearance  and  consistency  of  stiff  clay,  and  when  worked  properly 
becomes  friable  and  readily  yields  to  the  influence  of  human  industry, 
and  the  amount  of  vegetation  which  springs  from  it  is  almost  incredible. 
The  produce  of  tropical  and  subtropical  vegetation  is  of  great  variety 
and  quantity. 

The  products  of  the  islands  are  not  confined  to  sugar  alone,  by  any 
means;  but  a  great  variety  of  frnits,  grasses,  and  cereals  grow  with 
equal  luxuriance.  Bananas  and  pineapples,  particularly,  are  grown  and 
exported,  and  both  the  soil  and  the  climate  are  especially  adapted  to 
the  growth  of  the  orange.  Oranges  are  not  grown  and  cultivated  to 
any  considerable  extent,  but  grow  wild  in  the  ravines  and  uncultivated 
places,  and  yet  are  of  the  best  quality.  The  natives  gather  them  from 
these  wild  trees  and  bring  them  into  the  towns  when  found  growing 
near  by.  At  Hilo  I  often  obtained  them  in  this  v^ay  at  the  rate  of  25 
cents  for  2  dozen,  and  found  them  very  sweet  and  delicious;  indeed, 
they  would  compare  favorably  with  the  best  quality  of  cultivated 
oranges  I  have  met  in  other  countries. 

Ealo  or  taro  grows  there  in  the  highest  perfection,  and  it  is  claimed  and 
admitted  that  an  acre  of  taro  or  kalo  willproduce  more  sustenance  to  man 
than  an  acre  of  any  other  vegetable  known.  But  to  enumerate  all  the 
products  of  the  soil  which  these  islands  are  capable  of  producing  would 
fill  a  book  of  itself,  so  I  will  mention  but  one  other  product,  which  we 
should  add  to  those  we  already  possess,  and  that  is  cofiee,  for  the 
i^owth  of  which  both  the  soil  and  climate  are  remarkably  adapted. 
The  Kona  cofl'ee,  wl^ich  is  the  name  by  which  the  Hawaiian  cofi'ee  is 
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known,  is  of  a  better  quality  than  any  which  finds  its  way  into  onr 
markets,  and  is  only  surpassed  by  thsit  which  is  ])roduced  on  one  of  the 
Dutch  East  India  Islands,  and  is  known  as  Alinneha  and  said  to  be 
translucent.  This  never  finds  its  way  into  the  markets,  bnt  is  all  taken 
up  by  the  wealthy  burgomasters  in  Holland. 

I  ask  whether  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to  this  country  by  estab* 
lishing  a  stable  government,  to  open  tlie  doors  of  such  promise  to 
American  enterprise  for  the  admission  of  our  people,  to  go  in  and  by 
their  enterprise  and  industry  to  utilize  for  the  benefit  of  themselves  in 
particular  and  mankind  in  general  all  these  great  possibilities f  It  has 
long  been  the  boast  of  our  country  that  we  can  raise  on  our  own  soil  a 
greater  variety  of  products  required  for  human  sustenance  and  human 
comfort  than  almost  any  other  country  in  the  world.  If  this  be  an 
element  of  advantage  to  the  nation,  then  it  would  be  advantageous  to 
add  to  this. 

If  the  learned  jurist  who  thinks  that  to  annex  those  islands  to  onr 
country  and  thus  acquire  control  of  them  would  be  burdensome  rather 
than  helpful  to  us,  would  go  and  .see  for  himself  and  thus  be  enabled 
to  comprehend  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  I  think  he  would  appre- 
ciate the  advantage  of  such  an  acquisition,  and  would  not  fear  the  burden. 
No  human  genius  is  capable  of  forming  corre(;t  conclusions  upon  sub- 
jects of  which  he  is  in  fact  ignorant,  or  of  which,  at  best,  he  has  bot 
very  partial  information.  He  would  not  attempt  to  do  this  in  relation 
to  any  question  arising  in  connection  with  his  own  profession,  of  which 
he  is  so  able  and  so  brilliant  a  member.  If  we  would  all  bow  down 
before  him  in  reverence  when  he  expresses  his  opinion  upon  a  question 
of  law,  of  which  his  knowledge  is  so  profound,  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  we  should  have  the  same  regard  for  his  opinions  on  subjects 
of  which  he  is  not  so  well  informed. 

For  myself,  when  I  contemplate  the  future  of  our  country,  and  con- 
sider it  in  connection  with  the  present  and  the  past,  I  can  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  highest  imi^ortance  to  our  well-being 
in  the  time  to  come  that  we  accept  the  proffered  gift  of  these  islands 
and  receive  them  under  our  governmental  jurisdiction.  Is  there  another 
nation  in  the  world  which  would  hesitate  to  accept  such  an  ofierf  Yet 
there  is  not  another  nation  to  whom  this  acquisition  would  be  of  atendi 
part  the  value  that  it  would  be  to  the  United  States.  If  such  be  the 
judgment  of  all  other  nations,  may  we  not  learn  a  lesson  firom  t^emf 
Shall  we  assume  that  we  know  it  all,  and  that  they  have  been  acting 
under  a  delusion  in  pursuing  a  policy  under  which  they  have  grown  to 
such  greatness  and  prosperity  t 

It  has  been  said  that  our  form  of  government  is  not  adapted  to  expftD- 
sloii,  and  will  not  permit  us  to  grow  to  greatness.  If  when  we  acquired 
Lonisiana  many  able  and  sagacious  men  feared  this,  and  for  that  reaA)B 
o])posed  the  acquisition,  subsequent  results  have  demonstrated  their 
error  and  have  shown  that  the  same  conditions  which  have  made  other 
nations  great  and  prosperous  are  making  this  nation  great  and  pros- 
perous also,  and  in  a  vastly  augmented  ratio  as  compared  with  other 
nations. 

If  any  would  question  the  means  by  which  our  acquisitions  have 
been  obtained,  we  may  proudly  answer,  that  with  one  exception,  the 
means  have  been  less  questionable,  even  according  to  the  standard o( 
morality  as  it  exists  between  man  and  man,  than  have  been  observed 
by  other  nations.  All  have  been  obtained  by  voluntary  purchase  with- 
out any  pressure  or  constraint,  as  voluntarily  as  obtains  between  man 
and  mm  w)ien  they  make  bargains,  save  one,  that  of  Mexico, 
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Let  us  look  over  this  acquired  teriitory  and  consider  the  inhabitants 
lefore  the  acquisitions  and  look  at  them  now,  and  compare  their  pres- 
int  conditions  with  what  they  would  be  but  fot  the  changes  of  govern- 
nent.  We  are  certainly  justified  in  the  conclusion  that  had  they 
emained  under  their  old  conditions  of  government,  they  would  have 
^ntinued  under  the  old  physical  conditions  which  had  prevailed  for  so 
nany  years  without  much  progress.    It  is  sufiicient  simply  to  allude 

0  the  subject  to  enable  every  intelligent  and  enlightened  mind  of  this 
>T  any  other  country  to  appreciate  what  benefits  have  been  conferred 
ipon  mankind  in  general,  to  ^y  nothing  of  our  own  country.  I,  for 
me,  believe  that  these  great  results  have  been  brought  about  under ' 
the  guidance  of  Divine  Providence,  whose  we  all  are,  and  whose 
undoubted  right  it  is  so  to  use  us  all  as  to  advance  His  own  glory  and 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  His  creatures,  both  temporal  and 
spiritual,  which  is  at  least  one  great  object  of  His  supreme  government. 

If  I  am  right  in  my  conclusions  that  it  is  for  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  that  the  Hawaiian  Islands  be  added  to  our  territory  and 
thus  brought  under  the  governmental  control  of  our  Constitution,  I  next 
propose  to  consider  whether  this  may  be  done  justly  and  honorably  on 
oar  part. 

I  think  I  have  already  shown  that  those  islands  may  be  annexed 
mider  the  authority  conferred  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

1  have  also  attempted  to  show  that  the  welfare  of  the  United  States 
ironld  be  promoted  by  such  acquisition,  as  well  as  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  islands.  And  now  I  will,  in  conclusion,  attempt  to  show  that  this 
may  be  done  consistently  with  the  usage  of  nations,  and  therefore 
oonsistently  with  the  law  of  nations,  and  so  honorably  and  justly. 

AU  the  great  nations  of  Europe  have  attained  their  present  great- 
ness largely  by  the  acquisition  of  new  territory.  With  very  rare 
exceptions,  this  new  territory  has  been  acquired  by  force — by  violence. 
For  examples  of  this  we  may  confine  ourselves  to  modem  times — that 
is,  since  what  are  termed  the  dark  ages,  when  violence  and  war  were 
the  rule  which  absorbed  the  thoughts  and  ambition  of  the  ablest  of 
mankind.  Since  the  dark  pall  which  shrouded  the  most  enlightened 
and  capable  countries  of  the  world  for  so  many  years  was  lifted,  and  a 
brighter  light  shone  in  upon  them,  the  rights  of  nations  and  of  individ- 
nals  have  received  some  recognition.  If  the  horrors  of  war  have  been 
ameliorated,  they  have  not  been  abolished.  If  force  and  violence  have 
been  less  justified  aiteng  individuals  because  it  was  i)ossible  to  restrain 
them  by  govemment,  they  have  not  been  done  away  with  among 
nations. 

Among  the  great  peoples  of  the  world  abroad  the  thoughts  and  prep- 
arations for  war  are  now  cherished  on  a  greater  scale  than  ever  before. 
These  preparations  contemplate  the  taking  of  something  from  one 
nation  by  another  by  violence,  and  not  by  right  or  purchase  or  any 
other  peaceful  mode.  One  government  thinks  that  a  particular  acquisi- 
tion is  necessary  for,  or  would  promote,  its  own  interests  without  regard 
to  the  interests  of  another,  and  this  it  will  do  without  considering  the 
qnestion  of  abstract  right  or  wrong,  but  simply  the  question  of  desira- 
bility and  its  power  to  take.  As  a  flagrant  example  of  this,  I  may  sim- 
ply refer  to  the  case  of  Prussia  and  Denmark,  where  the  conquest  and 
annexation  were  not  confined  to  savage  peoples,  but  where  the  con- 
quered were  as  enlightened  and  civilized  as  theeonquerers;  and  I  may 
also  refer  to  the  partition  of  Poland.  Do  not  understand  me  as  approv- 
ing of  these  instances  of  violent  transfer  of  sovereignty  without  prov- 
ocation in  modern  times,  for  I  do  not  approve  of  them« 
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The  despoiled  were  as  highly  civilized  as  the  dcspoilers,  so  there  was 
not  the  excuse  that  the  territory  wrested  from  the  rightful  and  long- 
recognized  owners  was  taken  from  savage  people  for  the  advantage  of 
civilization.  Nor  was  it  done  with  the  consent  of  the  peoples  of  tlie 
countries  thus  violently  seized;  nor  was  it  done  in  the  prosecution  of  a 
war  just  or  unjust;  but  for  the  mere  purpose  of  conquest  and  territorial 
aggrandizement.  I  offer  these  instances,  occurring  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  world  does  not  look  to  its  nations 
for  the  benevolence  and  scrupulous  conscientiousness  exacted  from 
individuals.  If  the  moral  sense  of  mankind  has  discredited  the  maxim 
that  ^Hhe  end  justifies  the  means,"  among  individuals,  it  would  seem 
that  that  maxim  still  obtains  among  nations,  even  the  most  civilized. 

If  it  be  claimed  that  we  have  erected  a  higher  standard  of  national 
morality  than  prevails  in  other  countries  and  that  hence  we  are  not  bur- 
dened with  great  standing  armies,  I  may  suggest  that  it  is  not  our 
higher  moral  standard  that  exempts  us  from  tlus  necessity,  but  other 
causes,  principal  among  which  may  be  cited  our  isolated  i>osition.  If 
it  be  supposed  that  we  are  more  peaceably  inclined  than  other  nations, 
because  of  a  less  martial  spirit  among  the  people,  late  events  have  cer- 
tainly contradicted  this  conclusion,  and  it  is  from  the  reverse  of  this 
that  we  may  suppose  that  we  need  not,  like  other  nations,  continue 
every  day  in  immediate  preparation  for  war.  If  we  are  not  as  well  pre- 
pared to  repel  immediate  invasion  we  ourselves  believe  that  we  conid 
prepare  for  war  on  a  large  scale  in  so  short  a  time  that  the  loss  would 
be  comparatively  small  and  not  equivalent  to  the  cost  of  maintaining* 
standing  army,  ever  ready  to  repel  the  most  formidable  invader. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  instances  of  violent  spoliation  which  I  have 
mentioned  present  a  broad  contrast  with  the  case  we  are  considering. 
The  point  I  am  seeking  to  establish,  that  morality  or  ethics  existing 
among  nations  in  their  bearing  toward  each  other  or  their  respect 
or  the  rights  of  each  is  different  from  that  which  prevails  among  indi- 
iduals,  is  as  well  illustrated  in  our  own  history  as  in  that  of  any  other 
country.  By  what  rights  do  we  claim  to  own  the  soil  or  the  sovereignty 
which  we  occupy  as  a  nation  f  Stripped  of  all  casuistry,  we  acquired 
our  only  title  from  the  aborigines  by  force  and  violence  or  by  fraud,  and 
so  are  we  still  acquiring  title  to  more  soil  here,  the  right  to  govern 
which  we  assert  because  we  are  strong  enough  to  maintain  that  asser- 
tion. He  who  would  deny  this  only  asserts  his  ignorance  of  the  histoiy 
of  our  country.  I  do  not  refer  to  this  to  condemn— on  the  contrary^  I 
justify  it — but  only  on  the  ground  of  necessity. 

We  were  compelled  to  do  this  in  order  to  build  up  a  great  nation,  and 
we  are  still  compelled  to  do  it  in  order  to  strengthen  and  expand  that 
nation.  The  interests  of  mankind  in  general,  and  of  our  own  ])eoplein 
particular,  required  this.  By  this  means  a  few  savages,  who  weredoing 
nothing  to  advance  the  interests  of  mankind  in  general  and  very  little 
for  themselves  in  particular,  were  displaced  to  make  room  for  fifty  timc^ 
their  number,  who,  by  the  exercise  of  civilized  habits,  could  contribate 
to  the  welfare  of  the  human  race,  and  so  the  better  advance  the  honor 
and  glory  of  Him  whose  tenants  we  all  are,  and  who  has  an  undoubted 
right  to  dispose  of  us  as  to  Him  shall  seem  best  in  His  own  good  time. 
Let  those  of  our  people  who  would  come  and  criticise  our  motives  and 
actions  as  a  nation  turn  their  attention  to  the  mode  in  which  we  have 
acquired  what  we  already  have  before  they  object  to  the  mode  in  whieh 
it  is  proposed  to  acquire  this  extension  of  our  dominion. 

To  be  consistent  they  must  insist  that  we  shall  return  to  those  firon 
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hom  we  have  wrested  all  we  have  thus  acquired,  while  they  object  to 
ar  further  acquisition  of  that  which  is  equally  necessary  to  our  national 
'elfare,  at  least  relatively,  which  is  the  point  which  I  have  previously 
onsidered.  If  this  acquisition  is  not  desirable  that  should  end  the 
iscassion,  without  considering  the  mode  of  acquisition. 
The  American  missionaries  arrived  in  those  islands  inl820  and  exerted 
bemselves  with  great  success  in  the  enlightenment  and  civilization  of 
he  natives,  and,  principaJly  under  their  influence,  a  constitution  was 
ormed  in  1840,  and  they  wei^  admitted  as  an  independent  kingdom  into 
he  family  of  nations.  By  this  constitution  foreigners  were  invited  to 
»mein  and  become  naturalized  citizens,  on  which  invitation  many  white 
mmigrants,  mostly  from  the  United  States,  arrived  there,  were  natur- 
ilized,  and  took  part  in  the  government  of  the  country  in  harmony  with 
l;be  native  whites  and  colored  inhabitants.  Upon  the  death  of  Lun- 
&liIo  the  first  royal  line  became  extinct. 

The  constitution  provided  that  the  reigning  monarch  might  appoint 
his  successor,  but  if  he  omitted  to  do  so  then  the  new  king  should  be 
elected  by  joint  ballot  of  the  Legislature,  and  under  this  provision  of 
the  constitution  Kalakaua  was  elected  king.  Before  his  death  he 
appointed  his  sister,  Mrs.  Dominis,  whose  husband  was  an  American 
of  that  name,  as  his  successor,  and  she  was  crowned  under  the  title  of 
Liliaokalani.  She  soon  showed  a  di8i)osition  to  set  aside  the  restraints 
of  the  constitution  and  to  govern  by  her  own  arbitrary  will,  and  was 
about  to  proclaim  a  constitution  which  would  deprive  the  whites  of  a 
right  to  participate  in  the  government,  but  would  place  it  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  colored  natives.  Upon  the  discovery  of  this  plot, 
which  if  carried  into  execution  would  have  wrought  the  ruin  of  the 
whites  in  the  islands,  as  a  measure  of  self  preservation  they  formed  a 
provisional  government,  dethroned  the  queen,  and  have  since  carried  on 
the  government  of  the  islands  in  a  peaceable  and  satisfactory  manner. 

This  government  de  facto — a  government  whose  acts,  so  far  as  the  pub- 
lic or  third  persons  are  concerned,  are  as  obligatory  as  are  the  acts  of  a 
government  de  jure,  and  was  recognized  by  all  foreign  nations  having 
their  representatives  on  ttie  islands— offered  the  islands  to  the  United 
States  for  annexation,  and  the  question  now  is,  primarily,  Is  it  for  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  proffered  giftt  and  second- 
arily, Would  it  be  for  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands 
that  we  should  take  them  under  our  government  and  protection  t  I 
have  already  attempted  to  show  that  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
would  be  promoted  by  such  annexation,  and  I  think  every  capable  man 
who  will  calmly  contemplate  the  condition  of  affairs  in  those  islands  as 
they  would  exist  in  case  we  should  repel  their  advances,  and  especially 
if  the  present  Government  should  be  ove^tlirown  and  anarchy  be  allowed 
to  prevail,  and  then  contemplate  the  state  of  things  as  they  would  exist 
in  case  they  were  annexed  to  this  country,  he  could  not  hesitate  to  say 
which  state  of  things  would  be  the  most  desirable — which  would  best 
promote  the  prosperity  of  the  islands  and  the  happiness  of  the  people 
^^ident  there. 

The  whites  bom  in  the  islands  are  as  much  native  there  as  the 
descendants  of  those  who  lived  there  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  the 
only  difference  which  we  should  recognize  among  them  all  is  not  a  dif- 
ference of  color  or  of  lineage,  but  of  capacity  and  worth.  Drive  the 
whites  out  of  the  islands,  both  native  born  send  immigrants,  and  place 
the  Government  in  the  hands  of  the  natives  alone,  and  contemplate 
the  picture.    All  civilization  would  shudder  at  the  thought.    Were 
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such  a  state  of  things  brought  about,  those  who  are  responsible  for  it 
would  not  be  happy,  nor  would  mankind  hold  them  in  fi^ratefui  remem- 
brance. They  could  hardly  expect  to  receive  from  posterity  a  legacy 
of  blessings. 

I,  for  one,  feel  a  measure  of  pride  that  the  first  vote  I  ever  cast  was 
for  General  Jackson,  and  that  I  have  ever  since  acted  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  that  I  contributed  my  little  mite  to  the  election  as 
President  of  the  United  States  of  Grover  Cleveland,  whose  food 
admirer  I  have  ever  been  since  he  became  known  as  a  public  man.  I 
proudly  retrace  the  history  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  remember 
with  satisfaction  its  record  in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  Dew 
territory. 

It  was  under  Democratic  auspices  that  we  acquired  Louisiana,  Florida, 
Texas,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah,  and  California — indeed,  all  our 
acquisitions  have  been  under  Democratic  Administrations,  exoe[»t 
Alaska.  Are  all  our  traditions  to  be  thrown  away  in  the  face  of  the 
prosperity  which  has  flowed  from  our  acquisitions  in  the  past  aud 
which  has  come  to  us  by  pursuing  our  cherished  policyf  Is  it  true 
that  we  have  suddenly  become  a  milk-and-water  party,  as  some  have 
asserted,  or  do  we  still  retain  some  of  the  old  Jackson  spirit,  of  which 
his  contemporaries  felt  so  proud t  Since  when  has  this  radical  change 
been  made  in  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  party  founded  by  Jeffer- 
son, who  first  gave  practical  illustration  of  it^  workings  and  which 
have  ever  since  been  adhered  to  with  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  greatest 
glory  and  advantage  to  the  country t  And  what  event  has  wronght 
this  change  indicating  so  groat  a  weakness  in  the  energies  of  the  partyt 
For  myself,  I  will  not  admit  that.  Xo;  I  do  not  believe  it.  I  do  not 
fear  what  answer  will  come  either  from  the  old  Democrat  or  the  yonng 
Democracy.  As  much  as  I  love  my  party,  1  love  my  country  more,  and 
while  I  have  a  voice  to  raise  I  will  raise  that  voice  for  what  I  beUeve 
to  be  the  best  interests  of  this  nation. 

Do  not  understand  me  as  claiming  for  my  party  all  the  benefits 
which  have  flowed  from  the  acquisitions  which  have  been  made  under 
its  auspices.  We  may  justly  admit  that  the  opportunities  for  those 
acquisitions,  with  one  exception,  when  the  Democratic  party  was  in 
power  were  accidental,  and  that  their  political  opponents  gave  those 
great  mea^sures  hearty  support.  Yet  it  is  certain  that  the  party  in 
power  had  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  to  embrace  the  opportunitiest 
and  thus  merit  the  meed  of  praise  to  which  all  those  who  have  rendered 
great  services  to  their  country  are  justly  entitled,  to  whatever  political 
party  they  may  have  belonged.  80  it  is  in  fact  that  neither  party  maf 
justly  claim  the  exclusive  credit  of  these  great  acquisitions,  but  let  as 
divide  the  merit  to  all  our  countrymen,  of  whatever  party,  who  helped 
to  secure  them.  If  the  opportunities  happened  to  arrive  when  the 
destinies  of  the  Government  were  in  our  hands,  we  may  have  the  sat- 
isfaction of  saying  that  we  did  not  spurn  and  trample  them  under  foot, 
but  wisely  embraced  them,  and  as  Americans  we  may  say,  in  this  we 
were  conlially  supported  by  the  great  body  of  oui-  political  opponents. 

If,  unhappily,  the  present  opportunity  should  be  thrown  away  and 
the  present  ofifer  rejected,  and  some  other  nation  should  feel  bound  in 
the  cause  of  human  prosperity  to  step  in  and  take  the  prize  which  is 
now  laid  at  our  feet,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  all  our  people  will 
appreciate  that  these  islands  are  absolutely  necessary  for  a  safe  and 
stable  commerce  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  when  that  time  comes  ve 
shall  acquire  and  hold  them  at  whatever  cost  of  blood  and  treasore 
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necessary  to  accomplish  that  end.  What  then  will  be  the  future  esti- 
mate of  widows  and  orphans  who  will  then  be  prostrated  in  grief  and 
sorrow  of  the  memories  of  those  who  have  compelled  their  sacrifice 
by  their  present  action  t 

But  I  repeat  that  1  do  not  believe  that  this  will  ever  come  to  pass — 
that  such  is  the  intention  of  those  on  whom  the  responsibility  of  present 
action  is  imposed.  I  earnestly  hope  that  tliey  do  not  really  intend  to  let 
the  present  opportunity  pass  by  unimproved,  but  that  their  course 
hitherto  merely  means  that  they  think  it  would  look  better  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world  to  proceed  with  more  deliberation  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  same  great  end.  I  would  not  urge  this  as  a  party  measure,  but 
as  ao  American  measure,  which  will  benefit  all  the  people  alike.  It  is 
too  important  for  national  interests  to  be  bandied  about  as  a  party  enter- 
prise when  it  so  vitally  afi'ects  the  whole  people,  every  one  of  whom  I 
wonld  hope  to  see  supi)orting  it  so  soon  as  they  understand  it  in  all  its 
bearings. 

Let  me  recapitulate  for  a  moment  : 

1  have  shown,  I  think  conclusively,  first,  that  it  is  within  the  consti- 
tutional iK>wer  of  the  Government  to  annex  these  islands;  second,  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  United  States  and  of  Hawiiii  requtre  that  they 
should  be  annexed;  and,  third,  that  it  may  be  done  consistently  with 
the  strictest  rule  of  national  ethics,  as  practiced  and- maintained  by 
ail  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world. 

John  Dean  Caton. 


£5th  Congrsss,  )  SENATE.  i  Boguhkmt 
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Mr.  WoLOOTT  presented  the  following 

COPT  OF  CORRBSPONDBNCE  BETWBBN  HIM8BLF,  AS  GRATRMAN 
OF  THB  COBCMITTBB  ON  POBT-OFFICB8  AND  POST-ROADS,  AND 
THB  SBCRETAR7  OF  THB  TRBASURT  UPON  THB  QBIVBRAZi 
BUBJBCT  OF  POSTAL  SAVHTOS  BA2TKS. 


Mabch  10, 1898. 

Dear  Sib:  I  beg  to  inclose  herewith  oopies  of  bills  which  have  been 
"Tferred  to  this  committee  upon  the  subject  of  postal  savings  banks. 
Fhe  committee  will  appreciate  it  if  yon  will,  at  yonr  earliest  conven- 
«nce,  give  them  yonr  ideas  respecting  the  bills  and  any  suggestions 
iFhich  you  may  have  to  make  upon  the  general  subject  of  postal  savings 
^anks. 

Bespectfully,  B.  O.  Wolcott, 

Chairman. 
Hon.  LYMAif  J.  Oage, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Tbbasubt  Depabtmeitf, 

OFFIOE  of  THB  SEOBBTABY, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  March  23y  1898. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  the 
€th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  bills  upon  the  subject  of  postal  sav- 
KigA  banks  and  suggesting  that  I  give  you  my  ideas  respecting  the 
»ills  and  any  suggestions  which  I  may  have  to  make  upon  the  general 
mbject  of  postal  savings  banks.  The  subject  is  a  most  important  one, 
nvolving  very  grave  considerations  as  to  the  proper  functions  of  gov- 
ernment, its  ability  to  manage,  through  existing  agencies  or  others  that 
uight  be  created,  a  great  fiduciary  trust  of  the  kind  contemplated. 

On  the  other  hand  can  be  urged  the  interests  of  the  great  body  of 
>«ople  whose  welfare  might  be  deeply  j)romoted  through  a  postal  sav- 
^gs  bank  system,  if  such  a  system  should  be  iuanguratc^.  It  is  not  my 
Purpose  to  enter  into  a  debate  on  either  side  of  the  question.  Tt  has 
%«  doubt  had  a  full  presentation  from  both  sides  in  your  committee, 
^nd  if  the  bill  is  reported  to  Congress  it  will  there  receive  exhaustive 
^>n8ideration. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  such  a  measure  is  recommended  by  the  Post- 
master-General, 1  have  had  naturally  a  sense  of  delicacy  in  traversing 
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grotuid  which  he  has  already  covered,  or  criticising  measures  which  lie 
has  officially  recomineuded. 

Learoiug,  however,  of  your  action  in  submitting  chese  proito^ 
measures  to  my  consideration,  he  has  urged  me  to  speak  with  frankoeBS 
in  response  to  your  communication. 

In  looking  over  the  various  bills  as  carefully  as  I  could  under  many 
interruptions  from  other  official  duties,  it  appears  to  me  that  if  uij 
bill  were  to  be  recommended,  bill  2369,  with  such  amendmentn  as  iiave 
been  proi>osod  by  the  Postmaster-General  himself,  is  fairly  adequate  to 
meet  the  purposes  it  is  sought  to  cover.  The  only  suggestion  I  luve 
to  make  in  the  way  of  amendment  would  be  to  strike  out  the  first  sev^i 
lines  in  section  14,  on  page  9  of  S.  2369. 

In  offering  some  general  reflections  upon  the  subject,  which  I  svaO 
myself  of  your  liberty  to  do,  the  suggestions  I  make  are  to  be  constroed  : 
as  relating  to  the  proper  time  fi)r  authorizing  the  creation  of  a  postal  j 
savings  system,  and  not  as  any  opposition  to  the  proposition  i^l£ : 
Whatever  may  be  the  determination  of  the  merits  of  the  qnestioOf  j 
action  looking  to  establishment  of  the  system  should  be  delayed  antii  \ 
certain  contemporaneous  or  previous  questions  shall  be  settled. 

The  first  of  these  in  importance  is  the  money  standard  which  is  to . 
measure  in  the  future  the  value  of  the  fund  to  the  dei>ositors.  li| 
undertaking  a  great  fiduciary  trust  like  the  one  proposed,  a  great  sod  | 
X)owerful  nation  will  enter  into  contract  relations  with  many  thoasandi^ 
of  the  most  humble  unit«  composing,  in  part,  the  national  life.  Thef 
whole  proposition  rests  upon  the  theory  that  these  persons  would  flDdl 
in  the  arrangement  proposed  aguardian  whose  justice  and  fidelity  coaldf 
not  be  questioned,  and  thus  their  savings,  the  fruits  of  self-denial  vA\ 
industry,  be  kept  effective  for  their  future  needs.  3 

In  dealing  with  the  young,  the  unskilled,  the  dependent,  the  stroof  | 
and  powerful,  entering  into  contract  relations  with  such,  are  under  t]i6| 
highest  obligations  to  make  the  contract  so  plain  that  the  simplest  ett[ 
understand  it,  and  yet  I  discover  nowhere  in  any  of  these  bills  Uf ! 
agreement  or  pledge  as  to  the  form  of  money  in  which  depositors  in 
to  be  paid.    This  would  not  be  a  necessity  if,  in  the  body  of  the  geneni 
laws,  or  through  long  ai)d  settled  usage,  having  substantially  the  foite 
of  law,  this  question  were  universally  understood,  but  manifestly  thii 
is  not  the  present  situation. 

If  one  of  the  humble  parties  to  the  proposed  contract  should  ask  tbo 
postmaster  agent  to  whom  he  should  hand  his  accumulated  earniogSi 
now  as  good  as  gold,  <^  Will  my  money,  when  I  draw  it  out,  be  in  gold, 
or  in  its  fair  equivalentf "  what  answer  will  you  authorize  your  ageat 
to  makef  At  present  he  can  make  no  specific  answer.  He  can  pointy 
to  the  current  fact  that  the  Grovemment  is  now  paying  gold  or  its 
equivalent.  He  can  point  out  clauses  in  certain  acts  of  Congress  whiek 
declare  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  be  the  maintenance  of  a  parity 
between  silver  and  gold.  I 

In  short,  he  can  show  that  if  these  acts  remain  unrepealed,  and  if; 
the  discretionary  power  accorded  to  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  under  the  laws  is  exercised  in  one  direction,  they  will  be  p«d 
in  as  good  money  as  they  part  with.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  this  d^ 
cretionary  power  be  exercised  in  a  contrary  direction,  they  may  be  poii 
in  a  money  of  a  much  lower  commercial  value. 

I  respectfully  submit  that  such  ambiguity,  attended  with  unforeeM: 
contingencies  in  government  administration,  does  not  form  a  safe  o^ 
proper  basis  for  the  contract  relation  contemplated.  When  this  elem^l 
of  nnoertainty  shall  be  removed,  when  the  standard  of  payment  cao' 
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early  defined  and  permanently  settled,  whether  that  standard  be  ^old 
-  silver,  then  the  savings  of  the  humble  classes  may  be,  with  their 
>n8cnt,  taken  over  by  the  Government  on  terms  elearly  and  plainly 
&at^.  In  my  opinion  it  can  not,  with  proper  regard  to  national  dignity 
Dd  a  due  regard  to  the  trustful  public,  be  done  before. 

Second.  It  is  best  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  imposition  upon  officers  of 
lie  Government,  whose  tenure  of  office  is  brief,  duties  so  delicate  as  the 
ivestment  of  large  sums  of  money  in  either  municipal,  corporate,  or 
inded  securities.  If  the  accumulated  deposits,  which  would  no  doubt 
esalt  from  the  enactment  of  the  law  in  question,  could  be  invested  in 
Jnited  States  bonds  the  matter  would  be  much  simplified.  At  the 
»re>ent  time,  however,  the  outstanding  public  debt  is  not  under  our 
ontrol,  and  no  public  necessity  now  appears  for  increasing  that  debt. 

Third.  A  postal  savings  bank  system,  if  adopted,  ought  to  be  con- 
arrent  with,  or  closely  follow  after,  a  general  reform  in  our  banking 
Old  currency  system.  The  two  ideas  should  have  wise  reference  to 
ttch  other.  A  banking  and  currency  bill  has  been  prepared  by  a  sub- 
omniittee  of  the  Banking  and  CuiTcncy  Committee  of  the  House  of 
lepresentatives. 

Without  here  offering  any  argument  for  or  against  that  bill,  I  note 
he  fact  that  under  It  the  way  could  be  easily  opened  to  bring  under 
he  control  of  the  public  Treasury  for  payment  and  cancellation  a  large 
mount  of  the  United  States  bonds  now  held  by  the  national  banks, 
nd  thus  a  means  provided  for  at  least  a  partial  absorption  of  the 
lOBtal  savings  fund. 

I  note  further,  that  in  five  years  after  January  next,  $100,000,000  of 
Qtstsinding  bonds  will  mature  and  become  payable,  and  that  three 
ears  afterwards  some  $600,000,000  more  will  also  thus  mature.  With 
•nr  banking  nnd  currency  system  established  on  more  scientific  foun- 
dations; with  our  money  standard  taken  out  of  the  field  of  political 
eUate,  with  its  accompanying  uncertainties;  with  a  postal  savings  ac^t 
et  in  operation  in  timely  reference  to  controlling  the  fund  so  as  to 
Btire  a  part  or  all  of  the  present  public  debt,  the  experiment  of  postal 
aviiigs  banks  could  be  inaugurated  under  conditions  favorable  to  the 
est  results  for  all  concerned. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  general  proposition  is  strongly  supported 
y  public  opinion  which  will  meet  with  final  recognition  in  Congress,  I 
et  believe  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  measure  that  it  be  held  in 
beyance  until  a  more  seasonable  period  for  its  inauguration. 

L.  J.  Gage,  Secretary, 
Hon.  B.  O.  WoLCOTT, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Pout- Offices  and  PostRoadSj 

United  States  Senate, 


United  States  Senate, 
Committee  on  Post-Off  ices  and  Post-Road  , 

Washington^  JD.  C,  March  30j  1898. 

SiB:  Tour  communication  of  the  23d  instant,  addressed  to  me  as 
lairroan  of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post-Boads,  was  duly 
)ceived. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  cx)mmittee  held  this  morning,  at  which  there  was 
full  attendance,  the  committee  unanimously  dire<rted  me  to  return  the 
»mmanication  to  you  and  to  say  that  it  must  decline  to  receive  thelet- 
T  and  that  tlie  con^mittee  deems  it  to  be  not  responsiye  to  my  letter, 
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as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and  Post-Boads,  to  yoi 
of  March  10, 1898,  to  which  it  purports  to  be  an  answer. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  was  also  called  to  the  fact  that  your 
letter  was  communicated  to  the  public  press  and  published  before  it 
had  been  received  by  the  committee. 

Bespectfnlly,  Edwd.  O.  Wolcott, 

Chairman. 
Hon.  Lyman  J.  Oagb, 

Secretary  of  tlte  Treasury. 
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U.  S.  BBVENUB  CUTTEB  DANIEL  MANNINO. 


LETTER 

FBOM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRAKSMITTINO, 

KN  RS8PON8B  TO  RSBOLX7TION  OF  TBB  8BNATB  OF  JANUART  10, 
189a,  RBPORT  OF  THB  BOARD  APPOINTBD  IN  COMPIiIANCB  WITH 
SAID  RESOLUTION  TO  INQI7IRB  INTO  AND  DBTSRMINE  HOW 
BffUCH  THB  HULL,  MACHINBRT,  AND  APPURTBNANCBB  OF  THB 
U.  8.  REVBNUB  CUTTBK  DANIBL  BCANNINO  COST  THB  CON- 
TRACTORS OVER  AND  ABOVE  THB  CONTRACT  PRICE. 


Kabch  31,  1886.— Refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  and  oirdeied  to  be 

printed. 


Tbbasubt  Department, 
Office  of  the  Sbobetabt, 
Washingtonj  D.  0.y  March  30j  1898. 

SiB:  Besx>ectfally  referring  to  Senate  resolution  dated  January  10, 
L898,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  organize  a  board  of 
lot  less  than  three  competent  persons  to  inquire  into  and  determine 
low  much  the  hull,  machinery,  and  appurtenances  of  the  U.  S.  revenue 
cutter  Daniel  Manning  cost  the  contractors  over  and  above  the  contract 
irice,  if  anything,  and  the  facts  and  circumstances  which  led  to  such 
vicreased  cost,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Senate,  I  have  the  honor  to 
iiransmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  board  convened  under  said  resolu- 
&on,  dated  the  26th  inntant. 

The  cost  account  referred  to  in  said  report,  under  heading  <<  B,"  is 
leing  copied  at  the  Department  and  will  be  submitted  in  a  few  days. 
Bespectfully,  yours, 

L.  J.  Gage,  Secretary, 

The  Pbesident  of  the  Senate. 


Tbbasuby  Depabtmbnt, 
Office  of  the  Secbetaby, 

Washington^  D.  0.,  March  26^  1898. 

SiB:  The  report  of  the  board  appointed  by  you  to  investigate  the 
^ost  of  the  reveuue-cuttor  Manning  is  herewith  respectftilly  transmitted, 
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I  have  to  state  that  tbi»  report  was  signed  by  the  members  of  the 
board  on  Saturday,  March  19,  1898. 

The  cost  acconnt,  referred  to  in  the  report  as  "  B,''  is  at  present  being 
copied  in  the  Department,  and  will  be  transmitted  to  yon  in  a  few  days 
as  a  part  of  this  report. 

Respectfully,  yours,  C.  M.  Green, 

First  Assistant  JUngineer, 
Revenv^'Cutter  Service^  President  of  Beard. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Kew  York  City,  March  19^  1898. 

Sir:  The  board  appointed  by  you  (Department  Orders,  C.  F.  S^ 
February  17,  1898),  under  the  provisions  of  a  resolution  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  ^'for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  and  determining  hov 
much  the  hull,  machinery,  and  appurtenances  of  the  United  States 
revenue  cutter  Daniel  Manning  cost  the  contractors  over  and  above 
the  contract  price,  if  anything,  and  the  facts  and  circumstances  which 
led  to  such  increased  cost,"  beg  leave  to  say  that  following  the  instroe* 
tions  given  we  have,  with  the  assistance  of  the  api)ointed  acconntant, 
Mr.  William  O.  Tyler,  examined  all  of  the  Daniel  Manning  cost  accoant« 
of  the  Atlantic  Works;  have  compared  many  of  the  items  of  cost  with 
the  original  invoices  for  same;  have  determined  the  accuracy  of  the 
charges  independent  of  the  contractors'  accounts;  have  questioned  the 
officers  of  the  contracting  corporation,  and  as  the  result  thereof  have 
come  to  the  following  conclusions  on  the  questions  submitted: 

(1)  We  find  that  the  actual  cost  of  the  vessel  when  completed  by 
the  contractors,  delivered  to  and  accepted  by  the  Government,  was 
$297,726.34. 

(2)  That  the  contract  price  for  the  vessel  was  $159,951;  that  the 
extras  allowed  by  the  Department  amounted  to  $3,902.90,  making  the 
total  sum  received  by  the  contractors  on  account  of  this  vessel 
$163,853.90,  thus  making  the  cost  of  vessel  over  and  above  amoaut 
received  by  contractors  $133,872.44. 

That  the  circumstances  which  led  to  such  increased  cost  are — 

(a)  That  the  hull  of  the  Daniel  Manning  was  the  first  composite  ves- 
sel of  this  class  built  for  tlie  Government,  and  therefore  there  was  no 
previous  experience  or  data  as  a  guide  for  the  contractors  in  making 
up  their  estimate.  This  fact  also  made  it  necessary  for  the  contractors 
to  i)roceed  slowly  and  carefully  with  the  work,  thus  causing  delay  and 
additional  expense. 

(b)  That  the  rigid  tests  and  inspection  of  materials  specified  by  the 
Department  and  the  rejection  of  materials  under  the  tests  caused  great 
additional  delays,  thus  making  an  incalculable  addition  to  the  cost 
As  illustrations  of  this  difficulty  our  attention  was  drawn  to  tiie  &ct8, 
that  considerable  time  was  lost  awaiting  the  replacing  of  frame  sha^ies; 
that  six  months  elapsed  before  the  crank  shafts  were  completed  and 
delivered;  that  thirteen  cylinder  castings  were  made  to  get  the  three 
required,  and  several  of  these  cylinders  were  partly  or  wholly  finished 
before  being  rejected,  thus  making  a  great  delay  and  theredfore  a  grett 
additional  cost. 

(c)  That  the  contractors  made  an  error  in  judgment  and  clearly  failed, 
in  making  up  their  estimate,  to  properly  consider  the  quality  of  vessel 
specified  by  the  Department,  the  Daniel  Manning  being  in  character, 
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h9Sj  and  quality  fully  equal  \o  similar  vessels  built  for  tbe  Navy 
Department. 

(d)  That  the  mechanics  employed  by  the  Atlantic  Works  work  hut 
Dine  hours  per  day  instead  of  ten,  as  in  other  places,  and  that  the 
iFages  paid  in  Boston  exceed  those  of  other  places  where  similar  vessels 
tiave  been  built. 

Owing  to  the  ab<»ve-mentioned  facts  the  actual  cost  of  the  vessel 
freatly  ex<eeded  the  original  estimate  of  the  contractors,  and  was 
jnatiM-  tlian  the  amount  received  from  the  Government  by  $133,872.44. 

(.'5)  Tliat  the  cost  of  all  work,  extra  of  the  specitl cations,  performed 
ly  authority  of  the  Department,  amounted  to  ?<3,0()2.1)0. 

(4)  That  the  pecuniary  obli'i.itions  of  the  Government  have  been 
ompletely  dischfvrged  under  its  contract  with  the  Atlantic  Works  for 
he  construction  of  the  revenue  cutter  Daniel  Manning, 

We  f urt  lier  su  bm i t  h ere w i  th : 

A.  A  full  anddetailed  i  eport  of  our  proceedings,  designated  as  minutes. 

B.  A  copy  of  the  entire  cost  accounts  for  the  construction,  comple- 
ion,  and  delivery  of  the  levenne  cutter  Daniel  Manning,  as  found  by 
lie  board  to  agree  with  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  AUantic  Works, 
rith  our  reductions;  also  our  additions  for  "shop  exjienses." 

C.  An  abstract  of  the  various  accounts,  showing  detailed  cost  of 
uil,  machinery,  and  appurtenances. 

As  to  the  allowance  in  total  cost  for  ''shop  expenses,''  we  would  say 
tiat  experience  and  precedent  show  that  shop  expenses  amount  to  at 
iSL&t  20  x)er  cent  of  the  labor  account,  which  latter  in  this  case  amounts 
)  $142,013.30.  Careful  consideration  of  the  whole  subject  led  us  to 
lake  an  allowance  of  10  per  cent  of  the  labor  account  only,  making 
n  addition  to  the  net  cost  determined  by  us  of  $14,201.34  for  "  shop 
xpenses." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

O.  M.  Green, 

First  Assistant  Engineer^  United  States  Revenue  Cutter  Service, 

President  of  Board. 

J.  Feaster, 
Naval  Constructor^  United  States  Iifavy,  First  Member, 

Stevenson  Taylor, 
Secretary  of  Board,  Second  Member. 

The  Secbetaby  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  Z>.  0. 
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MANNING. 

Thi.'rsday,  March  3,  1S9S. 

Convened  at  Albemarle  Hotel,  New  York  City,  2  p.  in.,  at  caH  of  President  Green, 
r.  Taylor  Te<]ne,Hted  to  act  as  secretary. 

Instrnetions  issued  to  board  were  rea<l  and  a  general  discussion  followed  as  to  the 
ope  of  inqairy  and  method  of  procedure  in  deteriuiniug  the  costs  required  and 
asons  therefor.  Mr.  Cox,  of  the  Atlantic  Works,  being  in  the  city,  was  called  to 
le  meeting  and  asked  for  information. 

It  was  finally  det<.'rinined  that  Mr.  Tyler,  tbe  oflicial  accountant  for  the  board 
rho  h:ul  been  by  department  orders  examining  accountn  at  the  Atlantic  Works 
T  some  weeks)  be  sent  for;  also  that  he  be  asked  to  bring  to  the  board  (Mr.  Cox 
iving  cordially  given  bis  consent)  the  cost  book  of  tlio  Atlnutic  W^orks  and  kucIi 
her  records  aa'hemry  have  made  in  connection  with  tliis  matter,  and  be  presiiit 
itli  same  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Satmrda,y,  M»rch  5;  to  wlu«  h  time  boftrd  adjouniCMl. 

fir     PO€-    *^|— -M 
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Saturday,  March  5, 1898. 

Met  this  morning,  Albemarle  Hotel,  New  York  City,  10a.  m.     President  Green  aad 
Mr.  Taylor;  also  Mr.  Tyler,  accountant,  present;  Mr.  Feaater  absent. 

The  Atlantic  Works  cost  book  was  taken  up,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  occnpied  ii 
examining  some  of  the  accounts  and  some  of  Mr.  T^'ler's  memoranda. 

A  large  number  of  the  items  were  noted  and  assigned  to  the  individoal  memlMn 
of  the  board  for  comparison  and  corroboration. 

Adjourned  until  10  a.  m.  Monday,  March  7. 

Monday,  March  7,  2898. 

Met  this  morning  at  the  Albemarle  Hotel,  New  York  City,  at  10  a.  m.  Full  board 
})re.sent. 

Kxaiuination  of  accounts  continued  for  the  day. 

It  was  finally  decided  to  get  individually  as  much  information  as  possible  and  to 
leave  for  Boston  on  Tuesday,  March  8. 

Tuesday,  March  8, 1898. 

Spent  in  getting  information  and  going  to  Boston. 

Wednbsdat,  March  9, 1898. 

Met  at  the  Atlantic  Works,  East  Boston,  Mass.,  10  a.  m.  Fnll  board  prcMst 
Examination  of  accounts  contiuued  for  the  day.  Messrs.  Cox  and  Boyd  questioned 
as  to  costs  and  reasons  for  same. 

Thursday,  March  10^  1898. 

Endeavored  to  got  ou  board  of  the  Danisl  Manning,  Found  she  had  sailed  the 
previous  evenin<(.  Examined  accounts  at  the  Atlantic  Works.  Ag^reed  to  a^jooin 
to  meet  in  New  York  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  at  call  of  the  president,  who  was  asked 
to  go,  in  the  meautime,  to  Washington  for  information  required  by  the  board. 

Tuesday,  March  15, 1898. 

Met  this  morning,  10  o'clock,  at  Albemarle  Hotel,  New  York  City.  Fnll  board 
present. 

Further  consideration  of  accounts  occupied  the  day.  Reports  received  from  mem- 
bers of  the  board  corroborating  original  invoices  of  the  Atlantic  Works. 

Adjourned  to  10  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Mardi  16, 1898. 

Met  this  morning,  10  o'clock,  at  Albemarle  Hotel,  New  York  City.    Mr.  Taylor 
absent  from  morning  session.    Full  board  present  in  the  afternoon. 
The  day  occupied  in  further  comparison  of  accounts  and  consideration  of  report.' 

Thursday,  March  17, 1898. 

Met  this  morning,  10  o'clock,  at  Albemarle  Hotel,  New  York  City.    Fnll  bond 
present. 
Day  occupied  in  discussion  of  and  preparation  of  reports,  tables,  etc. 

Friday,  March  18, 1898, 

Report  of  board  adopted.    Minutes  of  all  meetings  read  and  approved. 
Adjourned  to  meet,  if  required,  at  oall  of  the  president. 

Stevenson  Taylor,  Seerctanf. 

Saturday,  March  19, 1898, 

Report  signed. 
Approved. 

C.  M.  Orsen, 
Fini  Asnsiani  Engineer,  lieventtc-Cutter  Seirice, 

President  of  Boarl 


B. 

Note. — The  cost  arcount  referred  to  under  B  is  at  present  being  copied  in  tke 
Department,  aud  will  be  liauded  in  as  part  of  this  report  in  a  few  days. 

CM.  Gueen, 
United  States  Becenue'Cutter  Service,  President  of  Board. 
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C. 
AN»mary  o/ii«<  csEpdMM  of  canttrueti&n,  CT.  8.  revenue  Bieamer  Manning. 
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C.  M.  Grken,  Frttidmifnf  Board. 
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THE  POST-OFFICE. 


March  31,  1898.~Ordere(l  to  be  priuted. 


Mp.  Pettigeew  presented  the  following  paper: 

THE  POST-OFFICE— SHALL  ITS   BUSINESS  BE  TURNED    OVER  TO 

PRIVATE  CORPORATIONS? 


This  is  the  issue  involved  in  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Loud  to  cut  down 
the  Iree-deliAery  service  of  the  country  unless  Senatows  and  Representa- 
tives will  vote  for  his  bill  to  cut  down  the  service  of  the  Post-Offioe  in 
the  hauling  of  second  class  matter.  It  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  con- 
spiracy to  emasculate  the  service  of  the  Post-Office  and  to  turn  it  over 
to  Mr.  Loud's  friends,  who,  he  told  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  could 
easily  make  a  profit  of  thirty  to  forty  millions  a  year  out  of  it. 

The  situation  was  well  stated  by  Senator  Gorman,  of  Maryland,  in 
his  speech  on  "Railway  mail  compensation"  last  winter,  when  he  said: 

The  fact  is,  Mr.  President,  that  the  great  power  of  these  corporations  who  control 
everything,  who  are  powerful  enough  to  make  and  unmake  public  men,  i^  so 
oimiipotent  that  no  executive  officer  has  been  found  in  the  hist  twelve  years,  except 
intlie  sint^le  case  of  Postmaster- General  Vilas,  who  has  attempted  to  reduce  the 
coiupeusatiou  for  mail  transportation,  and  within  six  months  after  he  had  left  the 
Department  every  economy  which  ho  introduced  had  been  wiped  away  and  they 
received  not  only  what  they  had  received  before,  but  their  compensation  was 
ipcieased,  and  never,  during  his  long  service  in  this  body — the  United  States 
H(:nate — [said  the  Senator]  except  in  this  one  instance,  did  he  Icnow  of  a  Postmaster- 
General  who  had  made  a  botia  iide  effort  to  control  this  railroad  extortion  which 
ever}' body  knows  to  exist. 

Uere  is  the  cause  of  the  deficiency  in  the  revenues  of  the  Post- 
Office.  It  is  in  this  railroad  extortion,  which  everybody  knows  to 
wist  and  which  continues  to  exist,  not  as  Senator  Gorman  would  have 
it,  because  of  some  failure  of  duty  on  the  part  of  a  Postmaster- Gen- 
eral, but  because  the  majority  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  deliberately  make  themselves  parties  to  this  extortion,  are 
indeed  the  active  agents  in  this  crime  against  the  people  they  are  sworn 
to  serve. 

That,  except  for  this  extortion,  the  1-cent-a-pound  rate  on  second- 
class  matter  would  prove  a  source  of  profit  to  the  post-office  is  practi- 
pftlly  admitted  by  the  chairman  of  the  Postal  Committee  in  his  speech 
in  the  Fifty- fourth  Congress  when  he  said: 

The  express  companies  to-day  are  carrying  their  matter,  domicile  to  domicile,  for  a 
Auction  under  1  cent  a  pound  within  a  radius  (within  zones)  of  500  miles. 

I  am  able,  moreover,  to  corroborate  the  truth  of  this  statement  of 
Mr.  Loud  by  the  following  evidence:  The  Mississippi  Valley  Medical 
Association  met  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  October  4-8, 1897.  On  that  occa- 
sion a  special  label  was  issued,  marked  "Magazines,  prepaid,  special 
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words,  under  this  railroad  decree  we,  our  cldldren,  and  our  cliildreirs 
children  tx)  the  third  and  fourth  generation  are  to  be  saddled  with  the 
annual  payment  of  $1,750,000  in  gold  on  $50,000,000  in  bouds  tkt 
represent  to  their  issuers  only  the  cost  of  so  many  pieces  of  priuteil 
paper,  and  at  the  end  of  a  hundred  years  our  descendants  arc  to  be 
compelled  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  if  necessary,  to  give  up  so  mucb 
of  their  flesh  and  blood  as  may  be  requisite  to  transform  these  paper 
issues  into  solid  gold. 

The  capital  of  the  controlling  railroad  in  this  instance  is  $100,000,(K)0. 

The  balance  of  the  railroad  stocks  of  the  United  States  is  sometliing 
over  $5,000,000,000.  With  a  few  more  strokes  of  the  imperial  railway 
pen  these  $5,000,000,000  of  railway  stock  will  be  transformed  into 
$10,000,000,000  of  bonds.  The  entire  national  railway  system  will 
then  be  pooled  under  one  management,  and  the  national  debt  of  tbe 
United  States  will  be  brought  up  to  a  figure  vastly  higher  tbau  it  wa$ 
at  the  end  of  the  civil  war. 

The  total  tax  levied  by  our  private  railway  managers  on  the  people 
of  the  United  States  for  the  payment  of  dividends  on  the  outstaudiug 
railroad  stocks  of  the  United  States  in  1896  was  $87,603,371.  Under 
the  impending  imperial  regime  this  tax  will  be  increased  to  $350,000,(K)U 
annually;  this  in  solid  gold,  and  it  will  be  collected  as  rigidly  aud  as 
mercilessly  as  were  ever  the  taxes  levied  by  the  Emi)eror  of  Eome  upon 
his  subject  provinces. 

It  is  toward  this  goal  that  things  are  rapidly  tending. 

THE    BAIL  WAYS    AND    THE    PEOPLE — THE    LAST    STBAW    UPON  THE 

OAMEL'S  BACK. 

A  few  days  ago  our  imperial  railway  government  promulgated  a 
decree  pooling  the  Lake  Shore  Bailroad  in  the  Kew  York  Central  aud 
increasing  the  paper  obligations  of  the  nation  to  the  said  railroad  gov- 
ernment by  the  substitution  of  $100,000,000  of  the  CentraPs  3J  i)er  cent 
hundred-year,  paper-made,  gold  i>romising  bonds  for  $50,000,000  of 
Lake  Shore  stock.  In  other  words,  under  this  railroad  decree,  we,  our 
children  and  our  children's  children  to  the  third  and  fourth  generations 
are  saddled  with  the  annual  payment  of  $1,750,000  in  gold  on  $50,000,000 
in  bonds  that  represent  to  their  issuers  only  the  cost  of  so  many  pieces 
of  printed  paper,  and  at  the  end  of  a  hundred  years,  our  decendantsare 
to  be  compelled,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  if  necessary,  to  give  up  so 
much  of  their  flesh  and  blood  as  maybe  requisite  to  tranlorni  these  papers 
issues  into  solid  gold.  It  is  the  old  story  of  Shylock,  but  on  a  modern 
scale. 

And  now  comes  the  Hartford  Gourant  of  February  11,  with  the  notice 
of  another  forthcoming  decree,  under  which  the  Chicago  and  Nortb- 
western,  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha,  the  Fremont, 
Elkhoi*n  and  Missouri  Valley,  and  the  Sioux  City  and  Pacific  roads  are 
to  be  pooled  in  the  New  York  Central,  and,  as  I  understand  it,  with  a 
similar  substitution  of  $2  in  bonds  for  $1  in  stock.  In  other  words 
some  6,000  miles  more  of  railroad  are  to  be  brought  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  Central,  and  the  national  debt  to  the  master  of  the  Cen- 
tral is  to  be  increased  by  some  $132,000,000,  all  this  by  the  mere  stroke 
of  the  imperial  pen. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  New  York  Central  is  $100,000,000. 

The  balance  of  the  railway  stock  in  the  country  is,  in  round  numbers, 
about  $5,000,000,000.  It  now  seems  clear  that  the  entire  railway  sys- 
tem of  the  country  is  to  be  pooled  as  quickly  as  possible  under  the 
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management  of  the  Central,  and  tbat  tliese  $5,(K)0,000,000  of  stock  are 
to  be  transformed  into  $10,000,000,000  of  Central  bonds— 3.J  per  cent 
bonds,  payable  in  a  hundred  years.  In  otlfer  words,  by  the  simple  liat 
of  the  master  of  the  Xew  York  ilentral,  the  paper  obligations  of  the 
nation  are  to  be  increased  by  $5,000,000,000,  and  the  tax  levied  for  the 
pavnient  of  railway  dividends  in  181)(»,  $87,603,371,  is  to  bo  increased 
to  $350,000,000,  or  3 J  per  cent  on  $10,000,000,000,  plus  such  an  addition 
thereto  as  may  be  needed  to  make  up  the  dividends  to  be  ai)portioned 
to  the  courtiers  composed  of  the  Central's  stockhoKiers.  We  may  fairly 
estimate  that  the  total  increase  in  our  taxes  will  be  not  less  than 
8350,000,000  annually.  These  transport  taxes,  moreover,  will  be  col- 
lected as  rigidly  and  as  mercilessly  as  were  ever  the  taxes  levied  by  the 
Emperor  of  Rome  upon  his  subject  provinces.  Only  the  common  people^ 
tiowover,  are  to  be  taxed.  The  nobles  are  to  have  the  use  of  the  national 
[iighways  free.  This  is  the  goal  toward  which  things  are  tending,  and 
with  lig^htuiug  speed. 


2  IMPROVING    SAGINAW    KIVER,  MICHIGAN. 

Hay  City;  tbence  a  cliaimel  200  feet  in  -width  to  the  Saginaw  Bay,  with  an  incivai* 
of  depth  of  the  channel  to  16  feet,  said  estimate  to  be  based  on  the  earvey  nade 
pursuant  to  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896. 

In  returning  herewith  the  above-mentioned  resolution  of  the  Senate 
I  have  to  state  that  the  cost  of  securing  a  channel  of  the  dimension!^ 
specified  between  the  poiuts  named  is  estimated  by  Lieut.  Col.  G.  J. 
Ly decker,  Corps  of  Engineers,  the  local  officer  in  charge  of  improve- 
ment of  Saginaw  liiver,  to  be  $750,000  if  the  work  is  done  under  con 
tinning  contract,  and  he  states  that  the  cost  by  any  other  method  vill 
be  much  greater  and  wholly  indefinite. 

While  the  resolution  referred  to  this  office  is  not  such  as  is  required 
by  the  provisions  of  section  4  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  JaoeS, 
1896,  which  contemplates  a  concurrent  resolution  in  such  cases,  it  may 
be  proper  to  remark  that  a  concurrent  resolution  identical  in  language 
with  this  has  passed  the  Senate  and  was  received  in  the  House  (rm 
the  Senate  March  21  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kivers  and 
Harbors.  (See  Congressional  Record,  No.  73,  pp.  3397  and  3398.) 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig,  Gen.j  Chief  of  EngineerH^ 

If.  &  Arm}^. 
Hon.  B.  A.  Algeb, 

Secretary  of  War. 


i>l>TH  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Document 

2d  Session.       J  (     No.  219. 


MAIL  SERYICB. 


^ARCH  Zi,  1898. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and  Post-Roads  and 

ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Stewart  presented  the  following 

3>BTITION    FROM   CITIZENS    OF    NEVADA,  PRAYING    THAT    CON- 

GRESS  "PROTECT  OUR  MAIL  SERVICE." 


In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  local  mail  service  has.  been  dealt  with 
almost  exclusively  by  nonresidents  of  the  State  of  Nevada  for  many 
:jears  past,  said  nonresidents  having  bid  in  some  98  per  cent  of  recenc 
lettings  for  service  for  the  next  four  years  at  such  extremely  low  figures 
sis  to  allow  insufficient  compensation  to  the  parties  that  have  to  per- 
:iurm  the  service  to  enable  them  to  render  such  service  as  our  citizens 
are  entitled  to,  and  also  such  as  the  Post-Office  Department  intends 
^s  to  receive. 

For  instance,  we  will  take  the  State  of  Nevada,  which  at  our  present 
^»ate  of  pay  (for  services  to  be  performed  for  the  next  four  years)  costs 
"the  United  States  Government  for  star-route  service  $95,050.10  per 
^nnnm.  Of  this  amount,  $90,180.84  is  being  paid  to  the  subcontractors, 
thus  leaving  the  snug  little  sum  of  $4,875.32,  or  5.11  per  cent  of  the 
total  sum  paid  by  the  Government,  to  be  pocketed  by  the  Eastern  bid- 
ders principalb*,  who  have  never  even  visited  our  State;  and  now,  since 
^aid  Eastern  bidders  see  that  our  local  citizens  have  been  so  foolish  as 
t:o  suffer  this  course  of  procedure  heretofore,  they  have  again  stretched 
*)rth  their  daring  sword  and  slashed  our  service  from  $95,050.10  per 
^nnum  to  $73,352.40,  a  cut  of  $21,703,76,  or  22.07  per  cent.  And  now 
tihese  Eastern  gentlemen  have  the  audacity  to  advertise  for  bids  to  per- 
form this  service.  Kecent  communications  with  them  show  that  they 
^re  offering  to  relet  this  service  at  a  profit  to  themselves  of  from  15  to 
35  per  cent  of  their  bid,  upon  which  said  contracts  have  recently  been 
Awarded  them,  and  in  view  of  these  facts,  realizing  that  we  can  not 
^*eceive  such  service  as  our  Post-Office  Dej)artment  has  advertised  for 
^nd  intends  us  to  receive,  and  which  we  can  not  receive  at  any  such 
^Compensation  as  these  contractors  offer,  we,  the  undersigned,  business 
*»en,  mail  carriers,  and  citizens,  do  pledge  ourselves  to  demand  from 
*said  nonresident  bidders  for  the  performance  of  said  mail  service  from 
'•July  1, 1898,  to  July  1, 1902  (according  to  Post-Office  Department  adver- 
^sement  of  September  15,  1897),  such  compensation  as  the  United 
States  Government  is  now  paying  for  such  service,  and  we  denounce, 
discourage,  and  refuse  to  aid  or  assist  any  party  or  parties  who  may 
'Undertake  to  perform  v^aid  service  on  any  routes  in  the  State  of  Nevada 
^r  less  than  such  compensation  as  above  stated,  as  we  know  the  effect 
^f  this  system  has  had  a  tendency  to  drive  off'  good  coaches  from  the 
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mail  routes,  and  bnckboards  have  taken  their  places,  and  now  in  tan 
these  backboards  will  be  forced  off  in  favor  of  horseback  riders. 

The  means  of  travel  are  entirely  taken  away  from  the  public  PointB 
can  not  be  reached  without  hiring  private  rigs,  which  has  a  tendency 
to  keep  peop]e  out  of  all  places,  and  the  interests  of  the  country  are 
directly  sacrificed  in  the  interest  of  cheapness  in  carrying  themnik 
The  men  who  are  induced  to  take  subcontracts  can  not  live  at  the  baa- 
ness.    They  struggle  along  as  best  they  can,  and  in  a  great  many 
instances  they  are  obliged  to  quit  in  debt.    The  people  who  ttimish 
them  grain,  merchandise,  and  other  supplies  are  also  involved,  as theee 
underpaid  people  in  many  cases  can  not  meet  their  obligations.   This 
is  not  the  fault  of  the  PostOffice  Department,  as  it  is  obliged  bylaw 
to  let  the  work  to  lowest  bidders.    It  is  the  iault  of  the  law  and  tlie 
speculator.    The  latter  de])ends  solely  upon  using  the  poor  men  along 
the  routes  as  tools  to  enable  them  to  make  a  good  profit  on  each  con- 
tract.   Everybody  loses  by  this  system.    The  subcontractor  loses;  the 
people  along  the  roads,  in  too  many  instances,  lose,  and  the  public 
suffers  from  poor  service.    The  mail  service  is  bad  and  the  means  of 
travel  are  curtailed,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  entire  section.    The 
Government  should  get  away  from  a  system  that  is  discreditable  to  it 
and  injurious  to  the  i>eople.    We  earnestly  believe  the  only  way  to 
receive  good  mail  service  is  to  have  this  great  wrong  made  right,  and 
in  order  to  protect  our  own  interests  we  hereby  agree  to  use  every  effort 
to  advance  our  mail  facilities,  and  to  accomplish  this  end  we  hereby 
pledge  ourselves  to  the  above  resolutions. 


F.  T.  Blundell. 
M.  P.  Labios. 
Ohas.  Dohebty. 

A.  B.  Walleb,  Jr. 

B.  T.  BUTHEBFOBD. 

G.  W.  Pbatt. 

0.  8.  Teembwan. 
Mrs.  £.  Tbemewan. 

B.  G.  Gill. 
Ohas.  Hanks. 
B.  B.  MoBSE. 
W.  E.  Johnson. 
Ben  J.  Johnson. 
N.  B.  Peterson. 
M.  G.  Morse. 
Geo.  E.  Blundell. 
M.  J,  Blundell. 
Ed.  Blundell. 
Ennis  Esqueb. 

A.  M*  McAfee, 


Jas.  E.  Penbod. 
John  E.  Ebikson. 
Emebt  Johnson. 
M.  Sheaber. 

F.  J.  Holland. 
Barney  Blockhue. 
John  H.  Holland. 

G.  B.  Holland. 
J.  H.  Weiland. 
M.  J.  Keith. 

L.  M.  Weiland. 
Hugh  Jones. 
A.  W.  Sewell. 
0.  S.  Weiland. 
8eth  M.  Shearer. 
J.  E.  Sheaber. 
D.  Sheabeb, 

Po^tnuuter^  North  Forkj 

EJko  CouvUyj  Xet. 
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CARE  AND  PBESERVATION  OF  MONUMENTS,  ETC.,  AT 

ANTIETA31  BATTLEFIELD. 


LETTEE 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

TRANSMITTING 

COPT  OF  A  COMMX7NICATION  FROM  THE  SECRETAR7  OF  WAR 
BXTBMITTIira  AN  ESTIMATE  OF  APPROPRIATION  FOR  CARE  AND 
PRESERVATION  OF  MONUMENTS,  TABLETS,  ROADS,  ETC.,  AT 
THE  ANTIETAM  BATTLEFIELD. 


Afbil  1,  1898. — Beferred  to  the  CoDiinittee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Tbeasubt  Depabtmbnt, 
Office  of  the  Segbetabt, 

Washingtanj  D.  C,  March  31  j  1898. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  copy  of  a  commuuication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the 
dOth  instant,  submitting  an  estimate  of  appropriation  for  care  and 
preservation  of  monuments,  tablets,  roads,  etc.,  at  the  Antietam  battle^ 
field,  $3,000. 

BespectfuUy,  yours,  L.  J.  Gage, 

Secretary. 
The  Pbesident  of  the  Senate. 


Wab  Depabtmbnt, 

Wa^hitigtonj  D.  C,  March  30, 1898. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  for  transmission  to  Con- 
gress, estimate  (93,000)  of  ap])ropriation  for  <^  Battle  lines  and  sites  for 
tablets  at  Antietam,"  required  for  the  use  of  the  War  Department  for 
the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  A.  Algeb,  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secbetaby  of  the  Tbeasuby. 


2  caee  of  monuments  at  antietam  hattlkfield. 

War  Department, 
Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Wasliingion,  March  30, 1S9S. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  iudorsenieut  of  the  23d  instant  upon 
report  of  the  Antietam  Battlefield  Board,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
herewith  estimate  of  appropriation  required  for  repair  of  roads  con- 
Ktructed  upon  land  owned  by  the  United  States  within  the  limiteof 
the  Antietam  battlefield,  near  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  and  for  repainting  and 
preservation  of  the  ironwork  of  observation  tower,  cannon  raonnnieiit, 
gun  carriages,  and  cast-iron  tablets,  all  made  and  constrncted  by  tlic 
United  States  upon  public  land  under  the  acts  of  August  30, 18IH); 
August  5, 1892;  March  3,  1893;  March  2, 1895;  June  8, 189(1;  June  11, 
1896,  and  July  19,  1897,  by  which  the  total  sum  of  $78,031  wasapproj 
priated  under  the  title  "Battle  lines  and  sites  for  tablets  at  Antietiim." 

The  four  public  highways  radiating  from  Sharpsburg  supply,  in  iwr^ 
the  means  of  communication  over  the  battlefield,  but  those  have  been  ; 
supplemented  by  highways  made  by  the  United  States  uiwa  lainl  ( 
])urchased  for  that  purpose  in  area  slightly  more  than  22J  acres,  the  i 
total  length  of  rights  of  way  being  slightly  more  than  5  miles,  ami  a^  \ 
the  roads  follow  straight  lines  generally  their  grades,  owing  to  tbe 
niievenness  of  the  general  surface  of  the  Antietam  field,  are  in  many 
places  quite  abrupt.    The  erosion  from  rain  water  is  therefore  consicV 
erable,  and  annual  repairs  will  be  necessary  to  keei>  the  roads  i^ 
l>roper  condition. 

Jones's  locked  wire  fence  was  adopted  and  has  been  placed  along  eacU 
side  of  all  roads.  Those  fences  can  be  kept  in  good  condition  only 
through  the  exercise  of  constant  care  and  slight  repairs  when  needed. 

The  cast-iron  tablets  bearing  legends  de8crii)tive  of  the  movements 
and  other  actions  of  the  troops,  set  at  points  convenient  to  the  locali- 
ties or  movements  described,  are  painted,  and  they,  as  well  as  the  iron- 
work of  observation  tower,  the  cannon  monument,  and  cast-iron  gnn 
carriages,  will  at  times  require  repainting. 

Nearly  all  the  roads  referred  to  having  been  constructed  in  1894-95, 
and  having  had  very  little  attention  since  that  time,  now  require  some- 
what extensive  repairs. 

The  president  of  the  Antietam  Battlefield  Board  has  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  sum  of  $3,000  called  for  by  the  ac<!ompanying  esti- 
mate will  suffice  for  road  and  other  repairs  tor  the  coming  fiscal  year, 
and  that  a  less  sum  will  be  required  annually  thereafter. 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  president  of  the  board  and  of  the  indorse- 
ment thereon  by  the  Secretary  of  War  is  submitted  herewith. 
Kespectfully, 

M.  I.  LUDINGTON, 

Quartermaster- G€7i€ral  United  States  Armff. 
The  Seceetaby  of  War. 


War  Dbpabtbtent, 

Washington,  March  ISj  1898. 

SiB:  The  work  of  surveying,  locating,  and  preserving  the  fines  of 
battle  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac;  and  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, at  Antietam,  Md.,  and  of  marking  the  same,  etc.,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary,  was  authorized  by  the  act  of  August  ^\ 
1890.  The  legislation  will  bo  found  in  the  sundry  civil  act  under  the 
heading  of  National  Cemeteries.  By  subsequent  legislation,  found  in 
the  annual  appropriation  acts  for  sundry  civil  expenditures  and  under 
same  heading  the  continuation  of  the  work  was  authorized,  and  soro« 
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tifmtil  aathority  was  granted  by  Oongrem  respecting  the  character 
sxtetit  of  the  work  to  be  done,  such  as  the  acquirement  of  land  by 
base  or  gift  and  the  marking  of  positions,  etc,  on  the  closely 
0d  fields  of  Harpers  Ferry,  Bonth  Honntain,  Cramptons  Gap, 
Shepberdstown. 

e  total  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  this  field  are  #78,031, 
tlie  whole  amount  has  been  expended  in  carrying  the  work  to  con- 
!ni,  save  a  small  balance  that  will  be  required  in  completing  maps 
e  field. 

e  work  was  eommeneed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Quartermaster- 
ral,  by  a  board  consisting  of  Gol.  John  0.  Steams,  formerly  United 
M  Volunteers,  and  Gen.  Henry  Heth,  formerly  of  the  Confederate 
\  On  the  8th  of  October,  18fH,  the  board  was  reorganized,  and  as 
constituted  consisted  of  Maj.  George  B.  Davis,  United  States 
ly,  presitlent;  Gen.  Henry  Heth,  late  ConAaderate  States  army; 
.  Esra  A.  Carman,  lat«  United  States  Volunteers,  and  their  opera- 
s  were  thereafter  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  In 
i  I  relieved  Maj.  George  B.  Davis  fh)m  duty  on  the  board. 
^«les  the  surveys  and  preparation  of  maps  illustrating  the  physrcal 
I  military  features  of  the  field,  work  was  done  as  follows: 
•  Oast-iron  tabltU  (erected  on  iron  stands),  bearing  legends  descrtp- 
Bof  tbe  movements  and  other  action  of  the  troops. 

torical  tablets: 

Antietam • 213 

Har|>«w  Ferry 5 

Soath  ^fountain 6 

CramptoDB  Gap 9 

Siiepberdstown 5 

IWy  tablets  i 

lotietam 20 

B  tablets  (abomt) 150 

Eal:  Uistoricaly  238;  iocality,  20;  and  galdeboards,  150. 

lese  are  set  at  points  convenient  to  the  localities  or  movements 
ribed,  and  bear  legends  or  descriptions  cast  in  raised  letters  on  the 
of  the  iron  plates,  which  are  painted  black,  while  the  surface  of 
d  lettering  is  painted  white.  With  occasional  repainting  at  small 
nse  they  will  endure  for  centuries.  All  stand  upon  land  owned  by 
Jnited  States  or  upon  the  public  highways. 

Monuments  to  mark  the  place  of  death  or  mortal  wounding  of  gen- 
[)fficers  in  the  two  armies.  These  consist  of  a  masonry  foundation 
kse  of  rubble  in  cement  mortar.  Set  in  these  bases,  inverted,  are 
ze  12- pounder  guns,  the  chase  of  each  gun  for  about  18  inches  of  its 
:h  being  built  into  the  masonry.  Bolted  upon  each  gun  near  the 
;h  is  a  bronze  plate  bearing  an  inscription  giving  the  name  of  the 
ral  officer  whose  death  is  thus  recorded.  These  monuments  should 
i  for  centuries  without  repairs. 

Means  of  communication. — ^The  four  public  highways  radiating 
Sharpsburg  supply  this  in  part.  These  have  been  supplemented 
ighways  made  by  the  United  States  ux)on  land  purchased  for  that 
ose.  The  area  of  land  acquired  is  slightly  more  than  22^  acres, 
bhe  total  length  of  rights  of  way  9,150  yards,  or  slightly  more  than 
es.  The  plan  of  road  construction  adopted  provided  for  a  width  of 
(tone  macadam  of  12  feet  and  thickness  of  7  inches,  and  a  part  have 
d  side  gutters.  The  water  passes  were  usually  vitrified  earthen- 
pipes.  At  a  few  points  where  the  road  intersected  considerable 
r  courses  stone  culverts  were  provided. 

e  general  surface  of  the  Antietam  field  is  so  uneven  that,  as  the 
s  follow  straight  lines  generally,  their  grades  are  in  many  places 
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quite  abrupt.  The  erosion  from  rain  water  is  therefore  considerable, 
which  will  require  annual  repairs  to  these  highways.  Their  usage  bj 
the  public  is  considerable,  which  increases  the  wear  and  tear. 

4.  Fences, — Along  each  side  of  all  roads  is  a  fence.  Jones's  locked- 
wire  fence  was  adopted.  The  posts  are  of  sawed  locust  and  chestnut, 
all  painted  with  asphaltum  paint  and  surmounted  with  ball  ornamenti 
of  cast  iron.  Suitable  gates  have  been  provided  for  industrial  use  of 
the  abutting  landowners.  These  fences  will,  of  course,  require  anniiil 
repairs. 

5.  Observation  toicer. — At  a  commanding  point  on  the  field  there  baa 
been  erected  a  tower  of  limestone  masonry,  15  feet  square  and  about 
60  feet  higli.  It  is  ascended  by  means  of  an  iron  stair  of  easy  riaa 
The  observatory  is  surrounded  by  a  parapet  wall  covered  with  a  heavy 
stone  coping,  aud  this  covered  by  a  bronze  plate  upon  which  are 
inscribed,  in  raised  letters,  guide  arrows  and  directions  to  notable 
localities  on  tbe  field  and  in  the  neighborhood.  The  tower  will  never 
require  any  repairs  save  painting  of  ironwork. 

6.  Cannon  monument. — In  front  of  the  railroad  station  at  Antietam 
Station,  and  within  the  right  of  way  of  the  road,  is  a  monument  com- 
posed of  eight  field  guns,  set  breech  down  on  a  block  of  granite  near^ 
three  feet  cube.  These  guns  lean  against  each  other  at  the  muzzle, 
and  are  held  by  a  cast-iron  plate  upon  which  is  a  pyramid  of  c^inoa 
balls.  The  base  of  this  monument  was  donated  and  set  by  the  Norfolk 
and  Western  liailroad.  The  guns  were  of  a  lot  furnished  by  the  Ord- 
nance Department  for  marking  the  field;  This  structure  will  never 
need  any  repairs,  save  painting  of  ironwork. 

7.  Monuments  to  organizations, — Fourteen  or  fifteen  battle  monu- 
ments have  been  erected  by  associations  or  States  for  marking  positions, 
etc.  Two  regimental  monuments  were  erected  several  years  ago  within 
the  national  cemetery;  otbers  stand  on  ground  acquired  by  purchase, 
and  three  of  these  plats  have  been  conveyed  to  the  United  States  and 
titles  have  been  acce[)ted  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  is  probable  that 
the  deeds  of  the  other  monument  sites  will  also  be  transferred.  Tbe 
area  of  land  donated  to  the  Government  is  a  little  more  than  10J25 
acres.    The  total  area  owned  is  therefore  about  32.50  acres. 

8.  Field  guns, — Besides  the  pieces  used  as  monuments  to  mark  the 
place  of  death  of  general  officers,  there  are  eight  other  field  pieces, 
mounted  upon  carriages  of  cast-iron  of  same  pattern  as  those  used  in 
1862.  These  are  placed  on  commanding  artillery  positions.  The  car- 
riages will  require  painting  from  time  to  time,  but  no  other  repairs. 

When  the  proposed  maps  of  the  field  are  completed,  the  functions  of 
the  Antietam  board  will  have  ceased,  but  the  need  of  official  super- 
vision and  care-taking  will  continue.  Boad  repairs  will  be  continually 
necessary  if  these  highways  are  to  be  maintained  in  a  serviceable  con- 
dition. While  they  are  a  great  advantage  to  the  community  as  sup- 
plying shorter  and  more  convenient  farm  roads,  the  assumption  of  a 
charge  for  repairs  would  probably  be  declined  by  the  local  authorities, 
since  they  feel  that  a  road  on  public  land  and  constructed  by  tbe 
United  States  would  also  be  kept  in  repair  at  the  charge  of  tiie  pnbUc 

As  the  Antietam  board  will  soon  have  no  legal  existence,  and  as  no 
means  have  been  provided  for  maintaining  these  roads  under  any  of  the 
Government  Departments,  it  would  seem  to  be  necessary  that  steps  be 
now  taken  to  provide  for  the  care  of  the  public  property  on  the 
battlefield. 

As  has  already  been  stated,  the  original  appropriation  was  made 
under  the  heading  of  <' National  cemeteries,"  and  tlus  appropriation  is 
disbursed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Quartermaster-General.    It  ia 
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:^e6x>ectfiiUy  snggested  that  this  officer  be  instmoted  to  exercise  a  snper- 
rision  over  the  public  property  on  the  Antietam  field,  and  to  make  pro- 
nsoDs  for  necessary  repairs,    ^ear  the  center  of  this  historic  spot  is  now 
Located  a  national  cemetery,  where  are  buried  some  4,700  Union  soldiers. 
This  is  connected  with  the  nearest  railroad  station  by  a  fine  wagon 
load,  9,300  feet  long,  that  was  made  in  parsaance  of  law  by  the  Quar- 
termaster-General, at  a  cost  of  S30,(KK).    A  cemetery  superintendent 
resides  at  this  place,  who  is  presumed  to  be  able  and  competent  to  take 
charge  of  the  5  miles  of  additional  highways,  the  tablets,  tower,  and 
monuments. 

Nearly  all  the  roads  were  constructed  in  1894-96,  and  they  have  had 
very  little  attention  since.  They  now  require  somewhat  extensive 
repairs.  I  have  taken  pains  to  make  some  inquiries  respecting  the 
extent  and  cost  of  the  work  needed,  and  would  state  that  for  the  coming 
year  an  expenditure  of  about  $3,000  in  road  repairs  and  general  care 
Kill  be  needed.  Thereafter  an  expenditure  of  #1,000  per  annum  will 
suffice. 

Herewith  please  find  a  sketch  upon  which  the  important  roads  are 
shown,  also  monuments,  etc.,  owned  by  the  United  States  and  by  regi- 
mental or  other  associations. 

The  cost  of  the  principal  items  of  work  done  by  the  Antietam  board 
IB  as  follows: 

For  land $3,400 

Softdfi,  cnlvertB,  fencing,  etc ^ 24,600 

Observation  tower 3,800 

Tablets,  etc 6,400 

Gan  monnments  and  field  guns 1,500 

It  is  said  to  be  the  intention  of  some  of  the  societies,  etc.,  that  have 
erected  monuments  on  the  field  to  donate  to  the  United  States  the  land 
and  monuments  secured  through  private  means. 
Be6X)ectful]y, 

Geo.  W.  Davis, 
Major,  United  States  Army^ 
President  Antietam  Battlefield  Board. 
The  BsoRBTABY  OF  War, 

Washington^  D.  0. 

[Fint  indorsement.] 

War  Department, 
Office  of  the  Secretary, 

March  23, 1898. 

The  recommendations  of  Major  Davis  are  approved,  and  the  Quarter- 
master General  will  submit  estdraates  for  funds  necessary  for  repair  and 
preservation  of  the  roads,  fences,  tablets,  monuments,  etc.,  belonging 
to  the  United  States  situated  on  the  battlefield  of  Antietam. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

A.  N.  Thompson, 
Acting  Chief  Clerk. 


E$timaie8  of  appropriations  required  for  the  $ervice  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1899, 

hjf  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  United  States  Army, 

Care  and  preeervation  of  monuments,  tablets,  roads,  etc.,  Antietam  battle- 
field: 
For  repair  and  preservation  of  monuments,  tablets,  observation  tower, 
roads,  and  fences,  etc.,  made  and  constructed  by  the  United  States 
apon  public  land  within  the  limits  of  the  Antietam  battlefield,  near 
Bnarpsborg,  Md.  (submitted) $3^000 

o 
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DISPOSAL  OF  OEBTAIN  USELESS  PAPERS  OF  THE  WAB 

DEPARTMENT. 


LETTER 

FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

RBFOBTINO 

THAT,  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  RBPORT  OF  THB  JOINT  SSLBCT 
COMMITTHIl  OF  THB  SBNATB  AND  HOITSB  OF  RBPRBSBNTA- 
TlVtiS  (SBNATB  RBPORT  1083,  FIFT7-FIR8T  CONaRBSS,  FIRBT 
8B88ION),  CERTAIN  ITSBLESS  PAPERS  OF  THE  WAR  DEPART- 
MENT HAVB  BEEN  DISPOSED  OF  AS  WASTE  PAPER. 


Ana.  4,  1898.— Befeixed  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affain  and  ordered  to  bo 

printed. 


WAB  DEPABTMBlfTy 

Washington^  March  31, 1898. 

Bib  :  In  oompUanoe  with  a  Teqairement  of  the  act  of  Oongress  entitled 
I'Ad  aet  to  authorize  and  provide  for  the  dispositaon  of  aseless  papers 
in  the  Executive  Departments,"  approved  February  16, 1889, 1  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  (Senate  Report 
1063,  Fifty-first  Oongress,  first  session),  certain  useless  papers  of  this 
Department,  referr^  to  in  said  report  as  of  no  value  or  historical 
interest,  have  been  disposed  of  as  waste  paper,  and  the  proceeds  thereof, 
smonnting  in  the  aggregate  to  #1,531.429  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of 
tbe  United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  B.  A.  AxaEE^^ 

Secretary  of  Weur. 
Hon.  Oabbet  A.  Hobabt, 

Viee-Fresident  of  the  United  States 

and  President  of  the  Senate. 


I. 
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PAY  OF  STAE-EOUTB  CONTRAOTOES. 


LETTER 

FROM 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL, 

IN  BB8PON8B  TO 

BESOLUnON  OF  THE  SENATE  OF  MARCH  24,  1898,  RELATIVE  TO 
PAY  OF  CONTRACTORS  AND  SUBCONTRACTORS  FOR  CARRT- 
Dra  THE  MAILS  ON  WHAT  ARE  KNOWN  AS  STAR  ROUTES 


inn.  4,  W6«— Beforied  to  the  Committee  on  Post-Offioes  And  Poet-Roads  and 

ordered  to  be  printed. 


Post-Offiob  Depabtment, 
Offigb  of  the  Postmasteb-Genebal, 

Washingtanj  D.  0.,  March  31^  1898, 

BiB:  In  response  to  the  resolation  of  the  Senate  of  March  28,  ISOS, 
in  relation  to  the  response  made  by  the  Postmaster-General  to  the  Sen- 
•te  resolution  of  February  25, 1898,  relative  to  the  pay  of  contractors 
iDd  subcontractors  for  carrying  the  mails  on  what  are  known  as  star 
lontes  (as  x)er  Senate  Document  No.  184)  and  calling  for  the  amount 
tnnually  paid  to  certain  specified  contractors  and  the  subcontract  rate 
of  pay  on  the  routes  sublet  by  said  contractors,  1  have  the  honor  to 
nbmit  the  following: 

There  are  contracts  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  J.  M.  Boreing  for 
carrying  the  mail  on  613  star  routes  throughout  the  United  States,  on 
which  his  annual  pay  is  $97,163.93.  On  592  of  these  routes  subcon- 
tmcts  have  been  filed  in  the  Department,  for  which  the  contractor's 
annual  pay  i£  $88,619.31  and  the  subcontractors'  pay  is  $79,611.75. 

There  are  contracts  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  A.  A.  Call  for  carry- 
ing the  mail  on  764  star  routes  throughout  the  United  States,  on  which 
luB  annual  pay  is  $208,174.01.  On  693  of  these  routes  subcontracts 
bave  been  filed  in  the  Department,  for  which  the  contractor's  annual 
pay  is  $178,562.67  and  the  subcontractors'  pay  is  $158,156.94. 

There  are  contracts  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  W.  H.  Steele  for 
earrying  the  mail^  on  614  star  routes  throughout  the  United  States,  on 
which  his  annual  pay  is  $229,173.28.  On  578  of  these  routes  subcon- 
tracts have  been  filed  in  the  Department  for  which  the  contractor's 
annual  pay  is  $208,846.32  and  the  subcontractors'  pay  is  $189,724.80. 

There  are  contracts  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  L.  H.  Hansberger 
ibr  carrying  the  mail  on  814  star  routes  throughout  the  United  States, 
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(«  whieh  bis  ansiial  pay  is  $207,784.02.  On  79G  of  these  routes  sub- 
contracts have  been  filed  in  the  Department,  for  which  the  contractor's 
annual  pay  is  $202,552.49  and  the  subcontractors'  pay  is  $177,258.23. 

There  are  contracts  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  Evan  Jones  for  car- 
rying the  mail  on  282  star  routes  tbrou^^hout  the  United  States,  on 
which  his  annual  pay  is  $43,369.28.  On  271  of  these  routes  suboontracts 
have  been  filed  in  the  Department,  for  which  the  contractor's  annual 
pay  is  $41,633.68  and  the  sabcontractors^  pay  is  $37,912.83. 

There  are  contracts  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  J.  B.  Anglin  for 
carrying  the  mail  on  411  star  routes  throughout  the  United  States,  on 
which  his  annual  pay  is  $41,105.89.  On  366  of  these  routes  subcon- 
tracts have  been  filed  in  the  Department,  for  which  the  contractor's 
annual  pay  is  $35,360.69  and  the  subcontractors'  pay  is  $30,419.18. 

There  are  eoiitrftets  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  J.  D«  Franklii  ftr 
carrying  the  mail  on  319  star  routes  throughout  the  United  States,  an 
which  his  annual  pay  is  $59,096.42.  On  286  of  these  routes  subcoiitracti 
have  been  filed  in  the  Department,  for  which  the  contractor's  annual 
pay  is  $51,031.37  and  the  subcontractors'  pay  is  $45,618.28. 

There  are  contracts  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  Gardnw  Cowles  ftr 
carrying  the  mail  on  874  star  routes  throughont  the  United  States,  on 
which  his  annual  pay  is  $197,540.65.  On  845  of  these  routes,  subcon- 
tracts have  been  filed  in  the  Department,  for  which  the  contractor's 
annual  pay  is  $187,322.13  and  the  subcontractor's  pay  is  $162,262.84. 

There  are  contracts  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  J.  M.  Slaveus  fior 
carrying  the  mail  on  167  star  routes  throughout  the  United  States,  on 
which  his  annual  pay  is  $'>9,18D.08.  On  155  of  these  routes,  subcon- 
tracts have  been  filed  in  the  Department,  for  which  the  contractor's 
annual  pay  is  $54,997.58  and  the  subcontractor's  pay  is  $51,307.91. 

There  are  contracts  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  F.  S.  Smith  for  carry 
ing  the  mail  on  364  star  routes  throughout  tiie  United  States,  on  which 
his  annual  pay  is  $75,457.94.    On  347  of  these  routes,  sabcontracU 
have  been  filed  in  the  Department,  for  which  the  contractor's  annul 
pay  is  $70,653.97  and  the  subcontractor's  pay  is  $61,993.23. 

There  are  contracts  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  F.  E.  Meiuis  for  car- 
rying the  mail  on  737  star  routes  throughout  the  United  States,  oa 
which  his  annual  pay  is  $153,264.41.  On  723  of  these  routes  sabeoa- 
tracts  have  been  filed  in  the  Department,  for  which  the  oontraotofi 
annual  pay  is  $151,118  and  the  subcontractor's  pay  is  $136,552.69. 

There  are  contracts  now  in  force  in  the  name  of  W.  L.  White  for  car- 
rying the  mail  on  130  star  routes  throughout  the  United  States,  on 
which  his  annual  pay  is  $20,564.11.  On  124  of  these  routes  subooa- 
tracts  have  been  filed  in  the  Department,  for  which  the  eontractor'i 
annual  pay  is  $19,058^1  and  the  subcontractor's  pay  is  $16,791.02. 

To  recapitulate,  the  total  number  of  contracts  for  service  in  the  uamai 
of  these  twelve  contractors  is  6,089,  on  which  the  aggregate  anniiai  pay 
is  $1,391,874.02.  Of  these,  subcontracts  have  been  filed  in  the  Depart- 
ment for  5,775  routes,  on  which  the  annual  contract  pay  is  $1,289,756.52, 
and  the  subcontract  pay  is  $1,147,610.60,  the  excess  of  the  contract  (m^ 
over  the  subcontract  pay  for  those  routes  on  which  subcontracts  ha?a 
been  filed  in  the  Department  being  $142yl4$.92  peer  annum. 
Very  respectfully. 

Jab.  a.  GajsTi 

Postmoiter-OenerdL 

The  Yics-Presidbnt, 

United  States  Senate. 
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YENBZUELA  CLAIMS. 


MESSAGE 

VROM  THX 

■RESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

TRANSBUTTINO, 

r  RBSPONSB  TO  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  SENATE  OF  JANUART  17, 
L898,  A  REPORT  FROM  THE  SECRETAR7  OF  STATE,  ACCOMPA- 
BriED  BIT  COPIES  OF  CORRBBPONDBNCE  EXCHANGED  BETWEEN 
BENR7  WOODRUFF,  TRUSTEE,  AND  OF  COUNSEL  FOR  THE  HOLD- 
BRS  OF  A  MAJORIT7  OF  THE  FIRST-MORTOAOB  BONDS  OF  "THE 
EUklLWAT  OF  THE  BAST."  OF  VENEZUELA,  ET  AL.,  AND  THE 
DEPARTBCBNT  OF  STATE,  AND  LIST  OF  CLAIMS  OF  CITIZENS  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 


9UL  4y  1898. — Ready  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordMed 

to  be  printed. 


lb  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

In  response  to  the  resolation  of  the  Senate  of  Jannary  17, 1898, 1 
bansiiiit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by  copies 
C)f  correspondence  exchanged  between  Henry  Woodruff,  trustee,  and  of 
Bounsel  for  the  holders  of  a  uijyority  of  the  tirst-mortga<;e  bonds  of 
'^The  Railway  of  the  East,"  of  Venezuela,  et  al.,  and  the  Department 
Instate,  and  by  a  list  of  claims  of  citizens  of  tlie  United  Stntes,  pre- 
toted  after  Angnst  1, 1868,  and,  so  far  as  appears,  not  settled  by  Vene- 
BQela  nor  disposed  of  by  the  commission  of  1889-90. 

William  McKinlby. 
ExBouTivE  Mansion, 

Washingtonj  April  4j  1898. 


rhe  President: 

The  andersigned,  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
ntion  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  dated  January  17, 1898,  and 
leading  as  follows: 

BwfUed,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  hereby  is,  requested  (if  not  incom- 
itible  with  the  public  intereats)  to  fnmisli  the  8enate  copies  of  all  correspondence 
Dee  1870  between  Henry  Woodruff,  trustee  and  connsel  for  the  holders  of  a  majority 
f  the  first-mortgage  bonds  of  "  The  Railway  of  the  East"  of  Venezuela  et  al.  and 
le  DepttrtuMnl  of  State. 
Aad  ako  to  fvmiall  a  statement  of  the  general  nature,  subject-matters,  and 
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amonnta  of  all  claims  of  indiTidnala  or  eorporationa,  citizens  of  the  United  Stsin, 
upon  the  Government  of  Yenemeht  which  may  have  been  presented  to  their  Go?- 
emment  or  to  its  legation  at  Caracas  since  the  1st  day  of  Angii8t,  1868,  the  date  aped* 
fied  in  Article  II  of  the  convention  of  December  5, 18H5,  for  a  reopening  of  the  cIsim 
of  citizens  of  the  I'nited  States  against  Veneznela,  onder  treaty  of  April  25, 186fi, 
and  which  have  not  been  settled  by  the  Government  of  Veneznela — 

has  the  honor  to  submit,  for  transmission  to  the  Senate,  if  deemed  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  correspondence  on  file 
in  this  Department  between  Henry  Woodroff,  tamstee,  and  of  eoausd 
for  the  holders  of  a  majority  of  the  first  mortgage  bonds  of  ^<The  B^  | 
way  of  the  East"  of  Venezuela  et  al.  and  the  Departmentof  State;  alM 
a  list  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  presented  after  AngnM 
1, 1868,  and,  so  far  as  appears,  not  settled  by  Venezuela  nor  dispoMd 
of  by  the  commission  of  188d-90. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

John  Bhubmaw. 
Depabtment  of  State, 

Washingtonj  April  i,  1898. 


IMi  ofpap&n* 

Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Fish,  If  ay  13,  1S71. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Woodruff,  May  18,  1871. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Kish,  May  22,  1871. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Fish,  May  23,  1871. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Woodruff,  May  25,  1871. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  the  President,  June  15,  1871. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Evarts,  January  27,  188L 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Blaine,  April  4,  1881. 
Mr.  Payson  to  Mr.  Woodruff,  April  11,  1881. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Blaine,  April  12,  1881. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  March  22,  1884. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Woodruff,  March  25,  1884. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  March  2,  1886b 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Bayard,  November  10,  1885. 
Mr.  Bayard  to  Mr.  Woodruff,  November  U,  1885. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Baynrd,  November  14,  1885, 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Bayard,  November  20,  1885. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Bayard,  March  31.  1887. 
Mr.  Bavard  to  Mr.  Woodruff,  April  8,  1887. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Lamont,  April  29,  1887. 
Mr.  Wooilruff  to  the  President,  April  29,  1887. 
Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Woodruff,  Januarv  24,  1888. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Bavard,  May  22,  1888. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Baynrd,  Julv  9,  1888. 
Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Woodmff,  July  11,  1888. 
Mr.  Woodmff  to  Mr.  Bayard,  August  '2»,  1888. 
Mr.  Bayard  to  Mr.  Woodruff,  September  6,  1888L 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Bayard,  September  17,  1888L 
Mr.  Adee  to  Mr.  Woodruff,  Septeuiber  19,  1888. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Rives,  November  14,  1888. 
Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Woodruff,  November  15,  ISffi. 
Mr.  Woodmff  to  Mr.  Blaine,  April  23,  1889. 
Mr.  Wharton  to  Mr.  Woodmff,  May  6,  1889. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Blaine,  June  26,  1889. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Wharton,  July  34, 1889L 
Mr.  Woodmff  to  Mr.  Blaine,  October  8,  1889. 
Mr.  Adee  to  Mr.  Woodruff,  October  18,  1889. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Blaine,  September  1,  1890L 
Mr.  Woodmff  to  Mr.  Blaine,  November  19,  1880L 
Mr.  Blaine  to  Mr.  Woodmff,  December  9, 1890. 
Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Greeham,  May  16,  1894. 
Mr.  Uhl  to  Mr.  Woo<lraff,  May  25,  1894. 

List  of  claims  of  American  citizens  pre8ented  after  Angnat  1, 1868,  Mld|  to  fltf  M 
appears,  not  settled  by  Venezuela,  nor  disposed  of  by  the  oonunisBioii  of  188SMMI     | 
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Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washington,  May  t%  1871. 

SiB:  The  information  I  received  to-day  of  the  serious  consideration 
by  the  Executive  Department  of  the  question  of  distributing  to 
bhe  hoMers  of  certain  certificates,  payable  to  bearer,  the  moneys  on 
deposit  made  by  the  Yeoezuelan  Government,  was  a  surprise  to  me  in 
ft  matter  in  which  chents  of  mine,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  resi- 
dent in  New  York,  Vermont,  and  New  Jersey,  have  a  deep  interest. 

Such  distribution  may  be  construed  as  a  sanction  by  our  Government 
[>f  the  awards  of  the  Mixed  Commission  that  sat  under  the  convention 
with  Venezuela,  and  thus  constitute  a  bar  against  their  just  claims, 
amonnting  to  over  $250,000,  and  which,  though  duly  presented  to  the 
commission,  was  left  undecided;  which  it  would  tend  to  confirm  pro- 
ceedings and  awards,  which,  after  quite  full  investigation,  I  feel  pre- 
pared to  show  were  thoroughly  corrupt,  and  ought  to  be  set  aside  as 
utterly  void. 

The  agreement  suggested  to  my  clients  by  the  agent  in  the  matter  of 
oue  of  the  commissioners,  by  which  they  should  make  an  assignment 
to  him  of  a  one-half  interest  in  their  claims  (as  has  been  done,  as  he 
stated,  by  many  other  claimants),  was  declined  by  them,  and  they 
very  justly  feel  aggrieved  that  the  judgment  of  a  commission  organ- 
ized ostensibly  to  adjudicate  their  claims,  among  others,  could  only  be 
obtained  by  a  corrupt  alliance  with  it,  and  that  about  the  only  parties 
to  be  benefited  under  the  convention,  if  the  awards  of  tiie  commission 
are  upheld,  will  be  those  who  were  parties  to  its  corruption. 

At  the  time  my  clients  first  became  aware,  through  ofiicial  sources, 
of  the  illegal  proceedings  of  the  commission  and  the  consummation  by 
the  awards,  of  tiie  corrupt  agreements  made  in  the  interest  of  some  if 
oot  all  of  the  commissioners,  I  was  informed  at  the  State  Department 
that  the  matter  had,  by  reason  of  questions  raised  by  the  Venezuelan 
Government,  been  referred  to  Congress.  I  supposed  that  further  action 
would,  of  course,  await  the  expression  of  the  desire  of  Congress  thereon 
by  bfll  or  resolution. 

The  grounds  on  which  the  proposed  distribution  of  the  moneys  referred 
to  are  now  based  differ  widely  from  what  I  had  deemed  unquestioned 
tacts,  and  still  regard  as  facts,  though  questioned.  Permit  me  most 
resjiectfuUy  to  submit  that  notwithstanding  the  statements  you  may 
bave  received  from  one  or  more  sources  as  to  the  views  of  the  majo'ity 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Senate  upon  the  resolution 
of  the  House  in  this  matter,  I  do  not  believe  that  such  majority  were  in 
favor  of  that  resolution,  but  that  they  were  decidedly  against  it,  as  the 
House  committee  and  the  House  would  doubtless  have  been  had  they 
been  as  fully  informed  of  the  facts  when  the  matter  was  under  their 
eonsideration.  There  are,  as  you  are  well  aware,  two  recognized  ways 
of  killing  a  resolution.    One  is  to  hurl  a  report  against  it;  the  other 

1  considered  the  more  kindly  if  it  has  sensitive  friends  who  might  be 
lurt  by  the  report)  to  let  it  die  for  want  of  support. 
Before  the  presumed  assent  of  the  majority  of  the  late  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Senate  to  that  resolution  be  made  any  part  of 
the  basis  of  proceedings  in  this  matter,  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting 
that  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  that  committee  in  that  view  be 
brought  personally  to  your  knowledge. 

In  behalf  of  my  clients,  I  respectfully  ask  that  they  may  have  ten 
days  ^om  this  date  within  which  to  present  to  your  consideration  more 
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fully  their  objections  to  any  distribution  of  those  moneys  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts  bearing  upon  the  merits  of  their  case. 
I  haye  the  honor,  etc., 

HSNBY  WOODRQFT. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 

DSPABTHEKT  OF  STATB, 

Washinfftonj  Jloy  18, 187L 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  relative  to  VenenMUn 
claims,  I  have  to  state  that  the  subject  will  receive  the  attentkm  df  tU 
Department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HlTKTBB, 

Second  AsMittant  Seoretmf. 
Henby  Woodbupf,  Esq., 

Ifo.  90  Broadway  J  New  York. 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Fish. 

New  Yobk,  May  22j  1871. 

Sot:  It  would  not  be  possible  for  me  within  the  time  limited  by  thi 
apparently  urgent  circumstances  of  the  new  phase  of  the  case  to  presMit 
to  yon  more  folly  than  is  presented  in  their  memorial  forwarded  to  the 
Senate  the  facts  upon  which  my  clients,  the  memoriidists,  rest  Ifaor 
objections  to  the  proposed  distribution  of  certain  money s  to  the  holdari 
of  the  certificates  to  bearer,  issued  by  the  late  mixed  commissioii,  organ- 
ised under  the  convention  oetween  our  Government  and  Venezuela. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  to  ask  that  the  copy  of  the  memorial  which  ii 
herewith  inclosed  be  considered  as  here  embodied  in  and  made  a  put 
of  this  communication. 

In  the  interest  of  my  clients,  which  ocMncides  with  the  interest  tbat; 
every  one  should  feel  in  rebuking  fraud  and  the  prostitution  of 
trusts  to  private  purposes,  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  distribation 
those  moneys  may  be  postponed  till  the  action  of  the  Senate  (which ' 
heretofore  in  this  matter  been  requested  by  the  President,  and  is 
invoked  by  the  said  memorialists)  shall  indicate  more  decidedly,  if] 
ble,  than  it  has  already  done,  by  refusing  to  sanction  the  joint  resol 
taon  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  directing  such  distribution,  il^i 
views  on  the  several  questions  involved. 
I  have  the  honor,  etc^ 

Hbuby  Woodbuff. 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  FisJu 

§ 

New  Yobk,  May  23, 1871. 

Sib:  Since  inclosing  to  you  yesterday,  as  a  part  of  my  note  of 
date,  a  copy  of  the  uiemorial  of  Flanagan,  Bradley,  Clark  &  Co. 
others,  I  have  discovered  that  the  printer  in  copying  the  signatarec 
Mr.  Donaldson  omitted  one  of  his  initials.    The  proper  signatar«  ^ 
'^Jno.  J.  Donaldson,"  etc.,  as  in  the  copy  inclosed  herewith,  which  yott 
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m  please  sabstitate  for  the  one  sent  yeettrdi^.  The  signatare  to  the 
temorial  is  that  of  Mr.  DonaldsoDy  pre^dent  of  the  Bank  of  North 
jnerica. 

BespectfiiUy,  yonrs^  Hekby  Woodbxtff. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 

Dkpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 
Washington,  May  25, 1671. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  inclosing  a  printed 

ipy  of  a  memorial  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 

meedingsof  thelate  mixed  commission  of  the  United  States  and  Vene- 

lela,  and  asking  the  postponement  of  thedistribntion  of  certain  money 

the  holders  of  the  certiiicates  to  bearer,  issued  by  said  oommissioni 

ttil  a  dedakm  shall  have  been  reached  by  Congress.    In  reply,  I  have 

inform  yon  that  the  subject  will  be  carefolly  considered. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Hamilton  Fish. 


[Telegnun.] 

Mr.  Woodruff  to  the  President. 

New  York,  June  15, 1871.    (Received  6.40  p.  m.,  June  16.) 

Will  you,  after  having  referred  the  matter  to  Congress,  now,  as  Exec- 
^ve,  sanction  the  notorious  corruption  of  that  Venezuelan  Commission 
r  directing  the  distribution  of  the  moneys  advanced  by  the  Venezuelan 
overnment  upon  a  specific  understanding,  and  thereby  prejudice  the 
ghts  of  citizeus  of  the  United  States  who  refused  to  join  in  the  cor- 
iption,  and  whose  memorial  was  referred  by  the  Senate  to  its  Committee 
t  Foreign  Belations,  and  is  still  there  under  consideration?  Permit 
e  to  call  your  attention,  to  your  message  of  March  1, 1870,  the  dispatch 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Partridge,  November  20, 18(59,  and  to  the  memorial, 
Py  of  which  I  send  you  by  this  evening's  mail.  Can  not  the  Depart- 
^ntof  State  and  the  Senator  who  is  urging  the  distribution  await  the 
^^nite  action  of  Congress  t  It  is  well  known  by  that  Senator  that  the 
%Jorityof  the  Senate  committee  were  opposed  to  the  action  of  the  House; 
^y,  having  an  investigation,  became  convinced  of  the  thorough  cor- 
PtioQ  of  that  commission.  Why  not  let  this  matter  rest  till  Congress 
'^  definitely  t    Senator  Morton's  honest  friends  can  certainly  afford 

}^ait  six  months.  We  see  no  necessity  for  your  taking  the  re8i)onsi- 
lity  of  distributing  the  rewards  of  corruption  with  considerations. 

Henby  Woodruff, 
For  Himself,  and  of  Counsel  for  the  Memorialists. 

Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Fvart9. 

New  York,  January  27, 1881. 

ytKi  Herewith  I  inclose,  that  it  may  be  filed  in  the  Department  of 
■^te,  a  power  of  attorney,  given  by  William  F.  Miller,  in  reference  to 
*^n  certificates  issued  to  him  by  the  late  mixed  commission  under 
'^Vention  with  the  Government  of  Venezuela. 
Very  respectfuilv,  vours 

Henbt  Woodruff. 
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Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Blaine. 

Tbinity  Building, 

New  York,  April  4, 1881. 

SiB:  By  the  late  Venezuela  Mixed  Commission  there  was  issaed  to 
William  S.  Miller  four  certificates  (Nos.  350,  351,  352,  353,  each  tor 
$2,875)  amounting  to  $11,500. 

Under  the  rulings  of  tlie  Department  heretofore  made,  certaiu  \Kt- 
centages  of  the  moneys  paid  by  Venezuela  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
have  been  paid  to  the  holders  of  certificates. 

Mr.  Miller,  having  as  yet  received  nothing,  would  now  he  pleased  to 
receive  the  amount  thus  payable  on  his  certificates,  w  i^^ch,  under  the 
power  of  attorney  made  by  him  and  filed  in  your  oMce  on  the  27th  dnj 
of  January  last,  you  will  please  remit  to  my  order. 
Very  respectfullyi  yours, 

Henbt  Woodbufv. 


f- 


Mr.  Payson  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 


Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington,  April  lly  1881. 

SiB:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 
instant,  and  in  reply  to  state  that  this  Department  has  not  directed  the 
payment  of  an  installment  on  the  Venezuelan  certificates  since  that 
provided  for  under  the  notice  of  April  28,  1876.  1  have  also  to  state  | 
that  such  payments  are  made  on  the  presentation  of  the  certificatets, 
and  are  noted  thereon. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Payson, 
Third  Assistant  sSecretary, 


_ 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Blaine. 

Tbinity  BuiLDiNa,  New  York,  April  12, 1881. 

SiB:  I  have  today  letter  from  your  Department  bearing  date  the 
11th  instant,  in  acknowledgment  of  receipt  of  mine  of  the  4th  iustant 

As  Mr.  William  F.  Miller,  to  whom  the  Venezuelan  Mixed  CommissioB 
awarded  $11 ,500,  and  directed  the  issue  of  your  certificates  ( Nos.  350, 351, 
352,  and  353,  for  $2,875  each),  representing  the  same,  has  never  received 
from  the  commissioners  the  certificates,  nor  from  the  Department,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  any  installme^it  whatever  on  the  same,  he  woald 
be  pleased  to  be  informed  as  to  what  amount  is  now  payable  on  lii^ 
certificates  upon  presentation  of  the  same.  If  any  installments  have 
been  paid  on  those  certificates,  he  desires  to  know  to  what  amount  a»^ 
to  whomf 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  Henby  Woodbuff. 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Ebbitt  House,  Washington,  March  22j  1884. 

Sm :  When,  on  the  19th  of  last  June,  I  had  the  honor  of  a  conv^sa- 
tion  with  you  at  the  Department  of  State  in  respect  to  the  possibility 
of  an  early  appointment  of  a  new  commission,  pursuant  to  the  reoom- 
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Dendation  contained  in  the^' joint  resolution  providing  for  a  new  mixed 
ommission  in  accordance  with  the  treaty  of  April  25,  186(),  with  the 
Jnited  States  of  Venezuela,'*  which,  having  passed  the  Congress  by  a 
abstantially  unanimous  vote,  was  approv^  by  the  President  on  the 
d  day  of  March,  1883, 1  entertained  no  doubt  but  that  at  an  early  day 
bere  would  be  constituted  a  tribunal,  under  that  treaty,  before  which 
laimants  who  were  not  disposed  to  become  conspirators  might  at  last 
e  heard.  And  in  the  interviews  in  November  last  I  supposed  the 
Dnclnsion  was  reached  that  it  was  not  necessary,  in  the  opening  of 
diplomatic  corresx>oiidence  with  the  Government  of  Venezuela  with  a 
iew  to  the  renewal  of  the  general  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  April 
5j  1866,  and  the  appointment  thereunder  of  a  new  commission,"  to 
Bsume  a  release  of  Venezuela  from  whatever  of  binding  force  and 
BTect,  if  any,  the  old  determioation  or  awards  might  have;  that  they 
dght  be  considered  as  standing  as  judgments  frequently  are  when  a 
ew  trial  is  ordered,  and  the  release  of  Venezuela  thereirom  only  cou- 
pled when  Venezuela  gave  the  evidence  of  her  good  faith  by  joining 
i  the  creation  of  the  new  commission. 

T6  the  appointment  of  such  a  commission  Venezuela,  according  to  the 
nblished  diplomatic  corresx)ondence  of  1876,  has  long  stood  pledged. 
would  respectfully  recall  your  attention  to  the  letter  of  the  represent- 
tive  of  the  Venezuelan  Government  (Senor  J.  B.  Dalla  Costa)  to  the 
Apartment  of  State,  bearing  date  December  14,  1876,  in  which  he 
lys  that — 

It  is  only  desired  that  a  new  and  competent  commission  shaU  be  appointed  nnder 
lat  treaty,  and  the  Qoyernment  of  Venezuela  will  for  that  purpose,  if  necessary, 
irmally  aeree  to  the  extension  of  all  its  provlBioiis.  •  "  *  The  Government 
r  Venezuela  will  also  agree  that  the  new  commission  may  sit  either  in  Caracas  or 
Washington,  as  the  Government  of  the  United  States  may  prefer. 

As  by  this  statement  of  the  representative  of  the  Venezuelan  Gov- 
mment  and  by  the  passage  by  our  Government  of  the  joint  resolution 
pproved  by  the  President  March  3, 1883,  the  two  Governments  would 
eem  to  be,  in  view  of  the  alleged  and  acknowledged  corruption  of  the  old 
ommission,  in  perfect  accord  as  to  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  new 
ommission,  and  as  all  honest  claimants  must  be  anxious  for  its  early 
rganization,  and  as  more  than  a  year  has  now  elapsed  since  the  Presi- 
ent  approved  the  joint  resolution,  I  trust  that  I  am  not  untimely  in 
esjiectfnlly  calling  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  matter  and 
eeking  to  know  what  are  the  probabilities  of  an  early  organization 
f  the  tribunal. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Henry  Woodruff, 
0/  Counsel  for  the  **  AspinwalV^  and 

^*  Railway  of  the  JEast  ^  Claimants. 


Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  25^  1884. 

Sm:  In  response  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant  touching  the 
appointment  of  a  new  mixed  commission  between  the  United  States 
tnd  Venezuela,  pursuant  to  the  joiut  resolution  of  Congress  approved 
tarch  3, 1883,  I  have  to  observe  that  Mr.  Soteldo,  the  new  Venezuelan 
Diuister  here,  has  already  proposed  resuming  the  negotiations  upon  the 
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miljiwt  wbiob  were  interrupted  by  bis  predeoemor's  (Mr.  CiunaneM^ 
deatb,  and  tbat  sach  proposal  is  at  presMit  under  considcvation. 
I  am,  fllr^  your  obedient  servant, 

FbBDK.  T.  FSXLINGH0T88H. 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Frelin^iufoei^. 

WASHmoTOir,  D.  C,  M^ch  ^,  1585. 

SiB:  Becent  moyements  on  tbepart  of  tbose  claiming  to  bold  certifl- 
eates  representing  certain  a^rards  made  by  the  now  acknowledged  cor- 
rupt mixed  eommiasion  that  sat  under  the  treaty  of  April  ^,  1M6, 
between  the  United  States  and  Venezuela,  and  the  correspondence  of  tlie  f 
Department  of  State,  called  forth  by  the  action  of  Congress  and  pub- 
lished, have  caused  some  fear  that  just  at  this  juncture  an  effort  is 
being  made  to  bave  the  moneys  paid  by  Venezuela,  and  now  in  the  con- 
trol of  the  Department  of  State,  amounting  to  about  $284,412.25,  dis- 
tributed to  the  chief  conspirators  or  their  immediate  representativeB, 
notwithstanding  tbe  law  (joint  resolution)  of  March  3,  1883,  whid 
specifically  directs  that  '^tbe  moneys  now  in  the  Department  of  State, 
received  from  tbe  Government  of  Venezuela  on  account  of  said  awards, 
and  all  moneys  that  may  hereafter  be  paid  under  said  treaty,  shall  be 
distributed  pro  rata  in  payment  of  such  awards  as  may  be  made  by  the 
eommission  to  be  appointed  in  accordance  with  this  resolution." 

Ton  will  pardon  me  for  suggesting  that  perhaps  your  attention  has 
not  been  specially  called  by  your  subordinates  in  the  Department  to 
the  fact  tbat  of  the  so  called  ^<  undisputed  cases,"  besides  the  general 
half-part  interest  in  them  held  by  the  conspirators  under  their  powers 
of  attorney  and  agree sients,  all  tbe  certificates  representing  the  com- 
missioners^ awards  to  Setb  Driggs,  on  Claims  Nos.  11, 19,  32,  and  21, 
amounting  to  $150,000,  were  retained  by  Oommissioner  Talmage  as  his 
share;  and  all  the  ceitificates  representing  the  commissioners'  award 
to  Ralph  Rawdon  (Claim  No.  27)  for  $100,000,  went  into  tbe  bands  of 
Whiton,  who  has  heretofore  drawn  the  installments  paid  on  tbe  same, 
as  shown  by  Statement  C,  accompanying  your  communication  to  the 
President,  under  date  of  June  30,  1884.  Mr.  Whiton,  it  appears,  is 
not  (or  was  not)  unknown  to  the  Department,  for  he  testified  that,  before 
the  commission  sat,  he  was  '^  told  at  the  State  Department  that  if  there 
was  an  honest  claim  against  the  Government  of  Venezuela  it  was  the 
Idler  claim."  And  that  he  had  '<a  partial  recollection  that  Mr.  Hunter 
made  that  remark."  Idler  got  an  umpire  award,  but  Whiton  got  all 
the  Rawdon  certificates. 

The  conspirators  appear  to  have  been  presciently  fortunate  in  their 
selection,  from  among  the  certificates  payable  ^'to  bearer,"  of  those 
representing  the  awards  in  which  the  two  commissioners  joined.  And 
now  they  mask  under  the  "undisputed  cases"  so  frequently  referred 
to  in  the  correspondence  of  the  Department. 

The  records  of  the  commission  and  of  your  Department  show  vety 
clearly  the  position  of  the  claimants  I  represent,  and  the  interest  they 
have  in  the  faithful  observance  of  the  law  as  it  stands.  In  their  behalf 
I  respectfully  protest  against  the  payment  of  any  of  said  moneys  to 
any  person  or  persons  other  than  your  successor  in  office.  Regarding 
it  as  a  fund  now  held  in  trust  for  such  awards  as  may  be  made  by  a 
new  commission  acting  upon  our  claims,  we  feel,  in  view  of  tbe  many 
sudden  surprises  tbat  have  marked  the  history  of  the  matter,  justified 
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[i  notifying  you  that  should  our  interests  suffer  by  reason  of  any  unau- 
borized  action  taken  or  permitted,  the  responsibility  attached  thereto 
rill  be  enforced. 

Very  respectfully,  Hbuby  Woodeupp, 

Of  OauHMelfor  tks  ^^Aspinwall  ^  and 

^^Bailwaff  of  the  JEast^  OlamanU. 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Bayard. 

New  Yoek,  November  la^  1885. 

Bat :  When  Gongress,  by  a  substantially  unanimous  vote  of  the  House 
«Iy  one  Member  dissenting),  and  the  uuauimous  vote  of  the  Senate, 
%ssed^  and  the  President  approved,  March  3, 1883,  the  *^  Joint  resolu- 
on  providing  for  a  mixed  commission  in  accordance  with  the  treaty  of 
pril  25, 1866,  with  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,"  it  was  supposed 
tat  the  prolonged  controversy  which  the  original  conspiracy,  organized 
3  a  ^^ commission"  in  1867-68,  together  with  its  subsequent  accessions, 
gmI  kept  on  foot  for  some  fifteen  years,  was  at  last  at  an  end. 
From  the  time  when  the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  first 
ixercised  its  power  to  send  for  jiersons  and  papers  in  the  matter,  in  the 
?orty-fourth  Uongress,  down  to  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  at 
(he  close  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress,  the  reports  of  committees  and 
the  action  of  Congress  constitute  an  ever-increasing  denunciation  of 
tte  couspiracy  that  masqueraded  as  a  commission  under  Uiat  treaty. 

Official  opinions  expressed  by  former  Secretaries  of  State,  on  a  policy 
jmrsued  before  such  thorough  investigation  disclosed  the  all-pervading  oor- 
ration  of  the  tribunalj  can  be  of  no  authority  in  the  case  as  it  now 
itands  disclosed,  and,  upon  such  full  disclosure,  definitely  abated  upon  by 
Congressj  at  the  request  of  the  Executive. 

In  the  direct  and  speedy  execution  of  the  purpose  of  that  law,  the 
ioDg-suffering  ^^Aspinwall"  and  <^ Railway  of  the  East"  claimants  have 
a  deep  interest.  By  having  declined  to  take  any  part  in  that  mercenary 
eonspiracy,  they  not  only  failed  to  obtain  a  hearing  before  that  corrupt 
tribnnid,  but  have  apparently,  aJso,  placed  their  interests  beyond  the 
pale  of  thoughtful  consideration,  hitherto,  by  the  Department  of  State. 

And  yet,  as  early  as  May  12, 1871,  Mr.  William  H.  Aspinwall  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  State :  '^  I  believe  that  I  and  others  are  fully  entitled 
to  an  annulment  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commission."  The  ^'Aspin- 
wall  claims,"  based  upon  evidence  of  indebtedness  given  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Venezuela,  amount  to  $183,000,  exclusive  of  interest. 

The  same  month  (May,  1871)  the  bondholders  of  Railway  of  the  East 
presented  their  memorial  to  Congress,  and  furnished  the  Department 
of  State  with  a  copy  of  the  same,  setting  forth  their  claims,  amounting 
(exclusive  of  interest)  to  1221,800.  (Vide  House  Report  No.  787, 
Forty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  pp.  103-106;  Ibid.,  pp.  145-147.) 

That  verified  memorial,  setting  forth  the  proceedings  of  the  commis- 
sion that  could  have  no  rational  explanations  according  to  any  other 
theory  than  that  of  corrupt  intent,  closed  with  a  request  that  this 
matter  be  referred  to  a  committee  empowered  to  administer  oaths  and 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  <'  that  corruption  may  be  deprived  of  its 
!eward  and  justice  done." 

That  request,  owing  to  the  violent  opposition  of  the  conspirators  and 
heir  allies,  was  not  grantt'd  by  Congress  till  1876,  when  the  Forty- 
bnrth  Congress  prosecuted  an  investigation  of  the  conspiracy  and 
[iselosed  the  extent  of  Its  rapacity. 
0.  Doc.  91 87 
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The  report  that  followed  that  investigation  refers  to  the  ^^  Aspii 
and  <<  Railway  of  the  East"  claims  as  having  ^<  every  evidence  o 
esty  and  genuineness,"  and  as  being  ^^the  identical  claims  for  the 
dication  of  which  the  mixed  commission  was  created."  (House  1 
No.  787,  Forty- fourth  Congress,  p.  III.) 

Sarely  it  is  time  these  parties  were  permitted  to  api>ear  befon 
bunal  competent,  under  the  treaty  of  1866,  to  pass  upon  their  i 
nor  should  they  be  longer  postponed  at  the  instance  or  in  the  ii 
of  successful  corruptionists. 

It  was  the  evident  purpose  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1883  to  ( 
these  and  all  other  claimants  that  right. 

The  questions  disposed  of  by  the  exhaustive  report  accompt 
that  resolution  can  need  no  reargument.  (Vide  House  Beport  No 
Forty-seventh  Congress,  first  session.) 

In  view  of  a  criticism  made  upon  the  measured  terms  of  one 
graph  of  the  preamble  of  that  resolution,  it  may  be  well  to  o 
that  the  action  of  Congress  was  based  upon  the  report  of  the  c< 
tee,  and  the  thorough  investigations,  extending  through  year 
preceded  it. 

The  << whereases"  of  the  joint  resolution  may  be  commend 
embodying  in  our  laws  only  a  sufficient  reference  to  the  venalit; 
ruption,  and  dishonor  to  show  the  basis  of  the  action  of  Con 
while  the  resolution  evidently  carefully  avoids  putting  our  Depai 
of  State  at  a  disadvantage  in  negotiations  with  the  Governn 
Venezuela. 

The  evidpnt  clear  intent  is  to  have  presented  to  Venezuel 
alternation  of  a  new  commission,  to  act  under  the  revived  <^g 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  April  25,  1876 " — not  other  and  ^ 
ditl'erent  stipulations — or  of  remaining  under  the  menace  of  thi 
summated  acts  of  the  old  con spiracy .  It  being  about  as  improbabl 
Venezuela  would  refuse  to  agree  to  a  new  commission,  on  the  desi, 
hasisj  as  it  was  unlikely  that  our  Government  would  ever  attei 
further  enforce  the  fraud,  provided  the  Venezuelan  Government 
agree  to  a  new  commission,  pure  and  simple,  to  act  within  the 
designated  by  the  joint  resolution  alone. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  must  be  read  in  the  light  that  sbo 
its  passage,  if,  indeed,  any  light  be  necessary  to  disclose  the  mc 
of  its  clear  text. 

It  was  not  passed  hastily  or  unadvisedly.  The  House  assigned 
for  its  consideration.  The  whole  subject  was  reviewed  in  the  li| 
the  evidence  taken.  What  that  evidence  disclosed — what  thos 
senting  the  resolution  called  upon  the  House  to  consider  as  the 
for  its  action,  was  very  clearly  stated,  and  stated  in  terms  that  i 
quite  unnecessary  to  embody  in  the  law. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  in  his  pre 
tion  of  the  case  to  the  House,  said : 

If  it  were  to  be  supposed  that  this  Govemment  and  its  Congress  would  not  8 
do  what  ought  to  be  done  in  the  interests  of  Justice,  then  I  have  no  hesiti 
saying  that  this  pause  of  fifteen  years  oyer  such  a  mass  of  damning  facts  a 
contained  in  this  report,  which  have  been  so  analytically  and  exhaustively  c 
by  the  chairman  of  the  subcommittee  having  the  subject  in  charge,  the  gei 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Rice)^  the  Government,  and  the  Congress  itself 
become  almost  parti  ceps  criminm  in  one  of  the  fuulest  wrongs  in  the  history 
country.  *  *  *  It  IS  said  that  fraud  vitiates  everything;  that  the  t4iint  c 
sets  aside  Judgments  and  solemn  records.  Why,  sir/this  case  is  not  only  tai 
is  saturated  with  fraud.  Fr^in  its  inception  to  the  end  there  is  no  clean  grou 
where  to  place  your  foot  upon.  •  •  •  We  say  that  the  only  adequate  reli 
commence  the  proceedings  de  novo.    *    *    *    A  court  or  tribunal  bribed  in  ii 
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Ion,  cormpt  in  iti  erery  action^  impnie  in  all  of  its  moTements  and  finilingB,  should 
ot  be  relied  upon  by  any  nation  for  any  public  action  whateyer.  (Congmsional 
Record,  January  18, 1883,  pp.  38, 39.) 

Mr.  Cox,  of  New  York,  said : 

I  always  fielt,  sir^  as  if  there  was  some  clond  over  onr  country  by  reason  of  the 
erfidy.  the  cormption.  the  conspiracy,  and  frand  growing  out  of  this  Venezuelan 
nbroelio.  *  *  *  Ix  it  be  said  that  there  is  no  fraud  in  this  case,  I  ask  where, 
r,  wul  you  find  one  equal  to  it  ip  the  annals  of  this  or  any  other  country  f 

Mr.  SpriDger  said: 

We  owe  it  to  those  claimants  who  were  too  honest  to  become  parties  to  a  corrupt 
argain  l^at  Ihev  should  be  ]permitted  to  go  before  an  honest  tribunal  and  have  a 
Baring.  They  haye  been  disresarded  because  they  were  too  honest  to  enter  into 
corrupt  bargain.  Will  we  bar  nonest  claimants  from  a  heariug  in  order  that  dis- 
»ne8t  ones  may  haye  dishonest  awards?  I  think  not.  Therefore  I  appeal  to  the 
oaae  to  pass  this  bill  by  a  unanimous  vote.  Let  us  place  the  seal  of  our  con  dem- 
otion on  that  fraudulent  commission  and  testify  to  the  world  that  the  American 
Dngreea  will  not  countenance  fraud,  eyen  though  it  has  taken  shelter  behind  the 
icred  obligations  of  a  treaty. 

Mr.  Blount  said : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Executiye  are  in  thorough  accord,  and 
troat,  sir^  that  with  unanimity  or  almost  entire  unanimity — ^my  friend  fh>m  West 
ixiginia  dissents,  but  I  trust  there  will  be  no  other  dissent  on  the  part  of  the  House 
r  Bepreeentatiyes — this  report  will  be  adopted,  and  that  the  expression  of  the  House 
ill  be  BO  decided  that  this  whole  country  and  all  other  countries  may  understand 
lat  tilie  aentiment  of  honor,  the  sentiment  of  regard  for  national  integrity,  per- 
teates  the  House  of  Representatives  and  every  American  citizen. 

(The  ^< friend  from  West  Virginia"  was  troubled  by  some  constita- 
ional  scruples,  which  Mr.  Blouut  stated  he  had  never  heard  ^'  raised 
mt  once  before,"  when  they  were  "  elaborately  presented  by  the  attorney 
f  the  claimants  under  this  fraudulent  award  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
ign  Afiieiirs."  This  was  the  only  voice  raised  in  opposition,  and  that 
lid  not  appear  in  the  vote,  which  was  UDanimons.) 

*  *  *  This  testimony  discloses  all  along,  through  its  suggestions  on  the  part  of 
very  person  connected  with  these  claims,  of  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  Venezuelan 
bvemment.  I  do  not  think  that  any  gentleman  who  will  examine  this  matter  can 
Scape  the  feeling  that  there  was  gross  fraud  committed.  Committee  after  com- 
Uttee  of  Congress  has  uniformly  so  found.  Yet  these  parties  are  here  to-day,  using 
U  the  influence  they  can  outside  in  the  various  branches  of  the  Government,  mak- 
Ig  argument  on  the  ground  of  vested  righte. 

Sir,  the  people  of  this  country  have  some  rights.  The  Government  of  the  United 
tates  has  a  position  to  maintain  among  the  nations  of  the  earth ;  her  dignity  and 
er  honor  to  be  upheld.    (Cong.  Record,  Jan.  18, 1883,  pp.  38-47.) 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts,  the  chairman  of  the  subcommittee,  in 
losing  his  sx)eech  upon  the  presentation  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
0  the  House,  said : 

Talmage  declared  that  he  had  about  $6,000  or  $7,000  worth  of  these  certificates  of 
•Ward  and  no  more;  while  Murray  said  that  be  himself  had  sold  to  Talmage  some 
89,000  worth.  That  is  contained  in  the  report  which  was  read  this  morning, 
^yond  this,  Talmage  was  asked  ''Why  are  you  here  interesting  yourself  in  these 


Uierw  associated  in  the  claim  of  Jacob  IdJerJ'*    ''  Hpw  much  did  he  pay  youf "    *'  I  think 
II  together  about  $10,000  or  $12,000." 

Now,  >fr.  Speaker,  what  said  Benjamin  L.  Swann  when  these  questions  and  answers 
'sre  read  to  nimf  ''I  never  paid  him  a  cent  of  any  kind  for  any  purpose  or  in  any 
lanner,  form,  or  shape;  not  a  cent."  •  •  •  «who,  then,  (lid  pay  youf  Tal- 
mge  was  asked,  as  a  final  comer  question,  with  reference  to  his  employment  here, 
ad  who.  Mr.  Speaker,  of  all  the  world,  was  the  one,  according  to  his  own  testi- 
ony,  by  whom  this  money  was  paid  to  Talmage  to  appear  in  Washington  f  William 
.  Whiton,  his  alter  ego,  for  whom  he  took  out  the  claims  to  Caracas,  and  for  whom 
\  broagfat  back  the  certificates  of  award* 


12  VENEZUBLA   CI«AIlf8. 

Thas  fiur  Mr.  Bice. 

In  this  counection,  however,  it  may  be  well  to  refer  to  tbe  U 
of  this  William  H*  Whiton,  that  we  may  discover  how  a  railroi 
tractor"  who,  when  asked  ^'  What  has  been  your  business  sinee  t 
answered,  <^  From  the  1st  of  July,  1867,  to  the  1st  of  July,  18*; 
resented  my  brother,  who  is  now  dead,  in  the  business  of  mai 
ing  white  lead  paints,"  in  New  York  Oitv.  Hpw  he,  Whiten 
interested  in  the  business  of  prosecutiDg  Aaims  before  an  intei 
mixed  commission.  In  answer  to  questions  before  the  comi 
the  Forty-fifth  Congress  he  says:  ^^I  quietly  slipped  over  here  i 
ington  and  investigated  the  Idler  claim,  and  was  told  at  tl 
Department  that  if  there  was  an  honest  claim  agaiust  the  Goi 
of  Venezuela  it  was  the  Idler  claim,"  etc*  And  when  psked, "  Y 
son  in  the  State  Department  told  you  that?"  answered,  '^I 
entirely  certain  who  it  was,  for  I  saw  two  or  three  of  the  officii 
Department  at  that  time,  and  which  one  of  them  made  the  n 
that  time  I  can  not  say.  That  remark  was  impressed  upon  me. 
a  partial  recollection  that  Mr.  Hunter  made  that  remark  to  n 
am  not  entirely  cwtain  whether  it  was  Mr.  Hunter  or  some  o 
tleman  who  explained  a  good  deal  to  me  about  the  Idler  claimJ 
Mis.  Doc.  No.  11,  Forty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  pp.  5, 2 
in  previous  evidence  it  appears  that  this  Mr.  Whiton  forme 
"on  the  heights  of  Georgetown."  (H.  K.  Kep.  787,  Forty-fOD 
gress,  first  session,  p.  105.) 

We  leave  these  early  facts,  and  subsequent  matters  oorK 
them,  to  such  inference  or  inquiry  as  they  may  properly  sngg 

To  continue  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Bice,  of  Massachusetts: 

I  do  not  know  David  M.  Talmage  [the  United  States  comDiimicmer].  I 
him  to  my  knowledge;  but  I  say  that  I  find  him  iu  the  first  place  in 
relations  with  a  man  in  New  York  to  whom  very  lar^p  awards  were  ma< 
self;  I  find  him  insisting  upon  a  single  man  as  umpire,  which  man  wai 
large  claimant,  who  was  the  owner  of  a  large  claim  afterwards  presented 
commission :  I  find  him,  as  I  believe,  abandoning  that  candidate  to  secure  t 
ment  of  his  own  confidential  friend  and  attorney;  I  find  him  denying  his 
of  the  certificate  of  award ;  I  find  him,  when  the  certificates  are  trace 
possession,  unable  to  explain  where  he  got  them :  I  find  him  affirming  tJ 
employed  to  represent  the  Venezuelan  claimants  before  a  committee  ol 
when  these  claimants  denied  that  they  had  eyer  employed  him ;  I  find  I 
mendinff  claimant  Kfter  claimant  to  the  man  Whiton,  whose  attorney  I 
with  whom,  it  is  charged  with  probable  truth,  he  divided  at  last  the  aw 
he  himself  made.  I  find  him  thus  covered  all  over,  as  it  seems  to  me,  w 
of  suspicion  and  fraud,  and  I  am  unwilling  for  one  to  allow  him  to  rei 
honor  of  my  country  in  an  international  commission,  established  for  ti 
settlement  of  claims  between  our  citizens  and  the  Government  of  Venemi 
therefore,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  matter  may  receive  such  consideration  a^ 
of  this  House  tu  shall  put  it  to  rest  forever,    (Gong.  Record,  Jan.  18, 18S3, 

And  the  House  passed  the  joint  resolution  unanimously. 

The  Senate  concurred  unanimously. 

And  the  President  approved  the  action. 

Nearly  three  years  have  since  passed  and  the  law  is  yet  un< 
It  is  now  nearly  twenty  years  since  the  treaty  was  promul^ 
we  are  still  without  a  legal  tribunal  under  it. 

The  matter  appears  to  have  become  stranded  in  the  I>ei>a 
State. 

The  sands  upoji  which  it  was  chafing  there  in  January  lasi 
dosed  to  us  in  the  pai)ers  accompanying  a  brief  message  of  1 
dent  of  January  27, 1885. 

The  published  papers  consist  of  the  correspondence  of  Mr. 
huyseuy  Secretary  of  State,  with  Seuor  OamaohO|  the  V< 
minister. 
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As  it  is  apparently  iinx)088ible  for  us  ever  to  have  a  tribaniU  under 
tbo  treaty  of  1866  that  can  give  judgment  on  onr  claims,  unless  the 
contentions  developed  in  that  correspondence  are  disposed  of,  we 
respectfully  ask,  in  view  of  our  large  interests  dependent  on  the  speedy 
execution  of  the  law  of  3d  March,  1883,  permission  to  present  some 
views  upon  the  questions  there  raised. 

Tiie  delay  the  questions  have  occasioned  may  give  hope  to  the  con- 
spirators; may  not,  considering  the  positions  taken,  be  unwelcome  to 
Venezuela;  but  it  effectually  bars,  at  present,  the  road  to  adjudication 
and  justice  against  the  claimants  who  did  not  enter  into  the  conspiracy. 
We  therefore  feel  that  we  have  a  right,  at  this  juncture,  to  a  hearing 
upon  those  questions  in  the  Department  of  State. 

The  questions  raised  by  the  correspondence  may  be  stated  as  follows: 

1.  Has  <Hhe  proposal  contemplated  and  authorized  by  the  joint  reso- 
htion"been  practically  declined  by  Venezuela! 

2.  Are  the  seventeen  awards  made  by  the  assent  of  the  Venezuelan 
Commission  (Villafane)  undisputed? 

3.  Whether  undisputed  or  not  by  the  Venezuelan  Government,  ought 
^^7  not  to  be  held  to  be  without  judicial  sanctionj  by  reason  of  the 
^iTupt  interest  in  them  held  by  the  members  of  the  commission  and 
^J  minister  t 

5.  Are  any  vested  rights  to  be  disturbed  'by  the  appointment  of  a 
^(^woommissiont 

o.  The  question  of  bona  fides. 

6.  What  is  the  power  of  Congress  in  the  mattert 
We  will  consider  the  questions  in  their  order: 

Has  the  proposal  contemplated  and  authorized  by  the  joint  resolu- 
Dn  been  ^< practically^  declined  by  Venezuela? 
On  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  ns  to  have  been  accepted,  pure  and 
nple. 

Turning  to  the  corresx>ondence  accompanying  Mr.  Freliughuysen's 
ter,  we  notice  that  the  Venezuelan  minister  in  Washington,  having 
ited  (though  in  sore  bodily  affliction)  for  quite  a  month  after  the 
joamment  of  Congress  for  the  Secretary  of  State  to  ^^open  diplo- 
ic correspondence"  with  him,  as  the  Secretary  had  been  advised  to 
by  the  public  joint  resolution,  he  sends  a  humble  personal  note  to 
•  Frelinghuysen,  in  which  he  begs  the  Secretary  to  appoint  at  his 
liest  convenience  a  day  in  which  they  ''may  give  practical  power  to 
)  public  resolution  of  Congress." 

Uthongh  no  response  from  the  Secretary  to  that  request  appears  in 
\  oorreepondence,  a  subsequent  note  of  the  Venezuelan  minister  refers 
an  interview  which  the  goodness  of  the  Secretary  granted  him  on  the 
;h  of  March  (two  days  afterwards)  ''to  exchange  ideas,  which  we  did 
to  the  manner  of  carrying  into  effect  what  Congress  had  ordered; 
it  interview,  in  which  both  parties  showed  themselves  in  accord  with 
kt  public  resolution."  And  in  the  official  note  containing  this  refer- 
!e(  April  22, 1883)  the  minister  incloses  a  draft  of  a  protocol  certainly 
raring,  as  we  read  it,  with  great  exactness,  the  field  of  the  joint  reso- 
ion.  On  the  next  day  (April  23)  he  repeats  his  expressions  of  anx- 
Y  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  public  resolution. 

.t  is  very  evident  from  the  correspondence  that  the  difficulty  has 
!^  been  that  Venezuela  was  not  ready,  willing,  and  anxious  to  accept 
J  terms  of  the  joint  resolution,  pure  and  simple.  One  difficulty 
)enrs  to  have  been  her  too  great  readiness.  Her  minister  in  Wash- 
toti  was,  it  wonlVl  seem,  guilty  of  a  quite  unpardonable  presumption 
en  he  exhibited  knowledge  of  the  wide-spread  fact,  which  eveiybody 
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was  entitled  to  know,  and  bound  to  know,  except  himself,  tha 
Congress  had  passed  and  the  President  approved  a  joint  resolatioi 
taining  a  proposal  for  the  settlement  of  the  long-vexed  questi 
Venezuela's  obligations  under  the  proceedings  of  the  old  corrupt 
mission.  He  did  not  feign  to  be  ignorant  of  that  fact  till  such  ti: 
the  late  Secretary  of  State  might  deign  to  communicate  it  by  o 
note,  the  official  "interview"  and  "accord"  on  the  28th  of  ^\ 
which  is  not  denied,  being  deemed  insufficient  to  disi>ense  wit 
solemn  formality  of  an  official  note. 

The  next  difficulty  evoked  was  that  Venezuela  did  not  contin 
make  payment  upon  the  old  awards.  Now,  as  Venezuela  had  al 
as  we  understand  it,  protested  not  against  the  binding  force  of  the  t 
but  against  the  binding  force  of  the  corrupt  proceedings  under  it,  an 
Gk)vernment  of  the  United  States  had  admitted  publicly  that  th< 
demanded  a  new  commission,  the  proceedings  of  which  should 
substitute  for  the  old  and  a  cancellation  of  its  determinations  ai 
certificates,  and  the  Government  of  Venezuela  at  once  tender 
assent,  upon  what  principle  of  justice  or  duty  could  continued  payi 
be  demanded? 

Had  Venezuela  declined  to  revive  the  general  stipulations  < 
treaty  of  1866,  or  unreasonably  delayed  her  assent  to  a  new  coi 
sion,  the  case  might  assume  a  different  aspect.  The  facts  present 
the  correspondence  do  not  call  for  the  consideration  of  such  a  cat 

(In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  the  fact  that  M* 
under  the  treaty  of  July  4,1868,  the  decisions  under  which  include 
Key  and  La  A  bra  cases,  continued  to  make  payments,  while  pi 
ing  that  the  awards  in  those  two  cases  wei'e  procured  on  testimon\ 
was  perjured,  affords  no  precedent  lor  requiring  such  continnet 
ments  in  the  case  of  Venezuela.  The  tribunal  that  sat  in  the 
and  La  Abra  cases  was  acknowledged  by  both  parties  to  be  a  pre 
organized,  disinterested,  competent,  pure  court;  not  one  "practii 
admitted  by  both  parties  to  be  a  conspiracy  organized  for  and  sa 
folly  executing  its  purposes  of  plunder.) 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1884,  more  than  a  year  and  three  months  ^ft^ 
passage  of  the  joint  resolution,  we  find  the  first  definite  propo 
of  any  kind  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  was  pres 
under  reservation.  Mr.  Frelinghnysen  then  submitted  the  draf 
convention  containing,  besides  the  recital  of  the  full  text  of  the 
resolution,  no  less  than  seventeen  articles. 

The  document  becomes  thus  elaborate  in  its  effort  to  go  far  b< 
the  clear  advice  or  direction  of  the  joint  resolution  and  set  up  an  < 
sibly  international  tribunal,  but  one  charged  not  only  to  dete 
claims  against  Venezuela,  but  to  settle  imagined  possible  que: 
between  private  parties  as  to  the  bona  fides  of  their  transactions  i 
certificates  of  the  corrupt  commission  at  any  time  "  prior  to  the  d 
the  exchange  of  ratifications"  of  the  proposed  convention.  If  i 
Article  XI  of  the  Secretary's  proposed  convention  Venezuela  di 
find  herself  made  liaiile  to  pay,  under  the  bona  fide  possession  ci 
the  whole  amount  of  all  the  "  money  awards"  which,  under  the  othe 
visions,  the  commission  might  "annul,"  it  would  only  be  because  " 
to  the  ratifications  "  the  corrupt  holders  of  these  fraudulent  certif 
lost  their  cunning,  and,  at  the  hearings  before  the  new  commission, 
capacity  for  perjury. 

But  Article  VIII  of  the  Secretary's  proposed  convention,  wbi 
its  terms  is,  seemingly,  least  objectionable,  in  fact  covers  (not  i 
tionally,  of  course,  but  none  the  less  securely)  a  large  part  of  thee 
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ates  held  by  Commissioner  Talmage  and  Minister  Stilwell,  and  very 
[tUe  else. 

If  tbe  Government  of  Venezuela  did  not  object  to  this,  the  Govern- 
nent  of  tbe  United  States  surely  should  object.  It  has  done  so  by  its 
nnt  resolution — very  proi^erly  objected  to  being  any  longer  the  dis- 
ributor  of  moneys  in  furtherance  and  completion  of  the  adroit  schemes 
f  the  coiii'pirators. 

Let  OS  look  at  the  facts  in  respect  to  those  awards  which  the  late 
iecretary  of  State  so  frequently  referred  to  as  the  '<  seventeen  undis- 
uted  cases." 

'J.  Are  the  seventeen  awards,  amounting  to  $459,188.30,  mnde  by  the 
ssent  of  the  Venezuelan  Commission  (Villafane),  undisputed? 

One  of  the  seventeen  is  the  award  to  Seth  Driggs  of  $100,000  on 
laim  No.  11.    That  claim  was  specifically  objected  to,  among  others,  in 

letter  from  the  Venezuelan  minister  (December  24, 1878),  which  the 
iecretary  of  State  quotes  in  a  communication  sent  to  Congress  May  25, 
882.    (House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  208,  Forty-seventh  Congress,  first  session.) 

This  not  only  takes  at  once  $100,000  out  of  the  amount  Mr.  Freling- 
aysen  claims  to  be  undisputed,  but  shows  that  Venezuela  h€is  not 
onfinefl  her  protests  to  the  awards  of  the  umpire. 

As  we  understand  the  position  of  our  debtor,  Venezuela,  drawn  from 
be  published  correspondence,  it  is  this:  That  while  laying  special 
tress  on  the  conspicuous  iniquity  of  the  umpire  awards,  and  at  first 
lot  supposing  her  own  commissioner  involved  in  the  conspiracy,  at 
ist,  through  the  investigations  had  in  Caracas  and  here,  became 
onvinced  that  he,  too,  was  not  without  culpability;  that  the  whole 
iroceeding,  from  the  appointment  of  the  umpire  down  to  the  distribu- 
ion  of  the  certificates,  was  tainted,  corrupt,  and  only  deserving  com- 
plete expungement.  In  this  view  certainly  all  the  awards  may  be  said 
0  be  disputed. 

And  l^is  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  another  and  asmore 
mportant  view  of  this  part  of  the  matter. 

3.  Whether  these  seventeen  (or  sixteen)  mostly  small,  but  including 
ome  of  the  largest,  awards  be  undisputed  or  not  by  the  Venezuelan 
tovemment,  ought  they  not  t4)  be  held  to  be,  by  our  (jlovernnient,  with- 
ut  judicial  sanction^  by  reason  of  the  corrupt  interest  in  them  held  by 
tie  members  of  the  commission  and  our  own  minister! 

Not  only  should  we  think  the  Government  of  Venezuela  justified  in 
iking  the  position  that  they  are  without  such  sanction,  but  our  own 
iovernment,  in  vindication  of  its  freedom  from  connivance  at  and  sup- 
ort  of  the  frauds  of  its  commissioner  and  minister,  should  object  to 
aving  the  present  condition  of  those  cases  considered  an  adjudi<:ation. 

Whatever  sanction  the  original  claims  may  have  by  reason  of  the 
oluntary  admissions  of  Venezuela  would  follow  them  before  the  new 
ommission.  There  is  certainly  more  just  force  in  such  an  admission  by 
^eneznela  than  in  the  assent  of  a  corrupt  commission. 

The  facts  drawn  forth  by  tbe  resolutions  of  inquiry  passed  at  the  last 
gssion  of  Congress,  collated  with  those  befoi  e  obtained,  enables  us  to, 
artially  at  least,  analyze  the  present  situation  of  those  seventeen 
wards. 

We  have  long  known,  from  the  evidence  taken,  that  the  United  States 
dmmissioner  and  minister  secured,  before  the  commission  issued  its 
srtificates,  a  one-half  interest  in  those  claims,  and  drew  all  the  certifi- 
ites  for  the  same.  We  now  perceive  that  not  only  in  the  case  of  Seth 
^riggs  did  the  United  Stii>tes  commissioner  appropriate  all  the  certifi- 
ites  (made  '^payable  to  bearer")  issued  in  representation  of  the  awards 
flde  to  him  (Driggs)  by  the  two  commissioners,  on  four  of  his  claims, 
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amoanting  together  to  $150,000,  as  his  (the  United  States  Goninigaion- 
er's)  share,  giving  to  Driggs  only  those  other  certificates  repr  senting 
the  awards  of  the  umpire  as  his  part  (H.  li.  Kep.  No.  787,  Forty-fourth 
Congress,  first  session,  p.  59),  but  that  by  the  same  shrewd  trick,  in 
certain  anticipation  ot  an  uproar  about  the  umpire  awards,  the  same 
course  must  have  been  pursued  in  quite  a) I  the  other  cases. 

The  table  of  claims,  certificates,  payments,  etc.,  furnished  at  the 
request  of  the  House,  by  the  Department,  during  the  last  Congress 
(H.  R.  Ex.  Doc.  174,  Forty-eighth  Congress,  first  session,  on  June 3, 
1884),  if  carefully  studied,  throws  some  light  on  the  devious  ways  of  the 
ccmspirators,  and  shows  how  thetf  now  stand  as  the  holders  of  quite 
all  the  certificates  representing  these  so  called  ^< seventeen  undisputed 
claims." 

It  reveals  much  in  respect  to  the  deep  interest  in  these  serenttm 
*^ undisputed  cases."  Not  in  respect  to  the  $1,742.03  and  $2,tN)0  cases 
that,  included,  swell  the  enumeration,  but  as  to  the  $10t»,00()  and 
$150,000  cnses,  wherein  the  conspirators,  not  the  original  claimants, 
hold  their  great  interests. 

The  Seth  Driggs's  commission  certificates  we  know,  from  the  testi- 
mony of  Driggs  (in  this  undisputed),  were  all  kept  by  Talmage.  V^e 
need  not,  therefore,  be  curious  as  to  the  bank  agencies  through  whkh 
he  may  have  collected  his  installments,  or  in  what  hands  he  may  have 
afterwards  i)la('ed  them  to  subserve  purposes  of  his  own.  Tliese  spe- 
cific claims  of  Driggs  have  become,  by  Talmage's  appropriation  of  the 
certificates  representing  them,  not  the  claims  of  Driggs,  but  of  Con- 
missioner  Tu Image. 

The  seventeen  so-called  ^< undisputed  cases,"  then,  stand,  in  fact^  as 
follows : 

Tbe  St'th  Driggs  claim : 

No.  U $100,OW 

No.  19 12,000 

No.  21 laooo 

No.  32 22,000 

150.001 

The  commissioners*  certificates  ("payable  to  bearer")  for  these  four 
claims  all  appropriated  by  Talmage  as  a  part  of  his  share. 

The  Kalph  Rawdon  claim.  No.  27,  $lno,000. 

The  first  fiistallment  on  all  the  certificates  for  this  claim  (commis- 
sion certificates  payable  "to  bearer")  were  drawn  by  William  H. 
Whiton,  Talmnge's  alter  ego. 

The  second  installment,  on  33  out  of  the  40  certificates  issued  for 
this  claim,  were  drawn  by  Henry  Whiton.  The  installments  on  tbe 
remaining  7,  through  a  banking  house. 

Here  we  have  a  grand  total  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  ($250,000)  del* 
lars  represented  in  these  so-called  "undisputed  cases"  appropriated  by 
and  [)ermanently  in  the  hands  of  the  arch  cons]Mrators. 

The  drawings  of  the  installments  further  show  that  the  conspirators 
and  their  immediate  representatives,  Walter  S.  Johnson,  receiver  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Anderson,  Ind.,  of  which  Minister  Stil 
well  was  president;  John  A.  Stein,  the  attorney  for  Stilwell  and  Tal- 
mage, and  the  said  William  H.  Whiton  or  Henry  Whiton,  still  have  a 
part  interest  in  the  following  awards: 

The  Leonardo  Peck  claim,  No,  4 , $25,000 

The  Narciwa  de  Hammer  claim,  No.  24 50,000 

The  Amelia  de  Brissot  claim,  No.  25 35.000 

The  Joseph  StackDole  claim.  No.  26 15,000 

li!oS 
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As  to  the  two  awards  for  the  De  Hammer  and  the  De  Brissot  claims, 
leevideDcedisclosessomeremarkableproceedings.  Id theDe Hammer 
«e  the  Government  of  Venezuela,  it  appears,  had,  betbre  the  sitting 
'  the  commission,  voluntarily  given  the  woman  $25,000  in  orders  on 
le  custom-house  at  Angostura,  in  part  settlement  of  her  claim.  Murray 
>t  her  power  of  attorney  and  an  assignment  of  a  half  interest  in  any 
rard  that  might  be  made.  The  claim  was  put  in  for  $100,000.  The 
•mmissioners  awarded  $50,000  and  canceled  the  onstom-hoase  orders, 
urray,  the  bogus  '*  secretary  of  legation,"  then  pocketed,  in  behalf 
himself  and  the  IJnit^  States  commissioner,  the  one-half  ($25,000), 
id  thus  left  the  widow  considerably  worse  off  than  the  Government 
Venezuela  had  left  her.  (H.  R.  Rep.  787,  Forty-fourth  Congress, 
-at  session,  p.  58.)  Behold  the  showing  on  the  papers.  The  commis- 
Duers  take  credit  for  ^M-ejecting"  $50,000  of  her  claim.  Award  ^*the 
K>r  widow  "  $50,000,  then  pocket  one  half,  $25,000.  Cancel  her  $25,000 
custom-house  orders  theretofore  given  her  by  her  Government,  and 
us  make  her  a  party  interested  in  sustaining  their  iniquity.  The 
irallel  to  that  feat  certainly  can  not  be  found  elsewhere  in  judicial 
'oceedinp:8,  international  or  otherwise. 

In  the  De  Brissot  case  there  appears  to  have  been  a  failure  c^  an  old 
lage.  Murray  and  Palanznela  did  fall  out,  but  the  Widow  De  Bissot 
d  not  get  her  dne.  (Vide  Ibid.,  p.  129.)  And  "  Statement  B,"  in  H.  B. 
z.  Doc.  No.  174,  Forty-eighth  Congress,  first  session,  shows  that  ^^a 
>rt]on  of  these  (De  Brissot)  certificates  eventually  turn  up  in  the  estate 

•  Mr.  Stilwell,"  our  ex  minister. 

Thus  it  apiiears  that  of  these  seventeen  so-called  <<  undisputed  cases'' — 
Fivi*  awards  tbereon,  representing  $250,000,  went  tchoUy  into  the 
ftnds  of  and  icere  retained  by  the  conspirators. 

Four  of  the  awards  thereon,  representing  $125,000,  are  in  part,  whether 
larger  part  than  tlie  original  one-half  we  know  not,  still  in  the  hands 

*  the  conspirators,  and  that,  as  to  the  remaining. 

Eight  awards,  representing  only  $74,188.30  of  the  grand  sum  total  to 
hich  reference  is  made,  we  have  only  the  evidence  of  the  original  one- 
Uf  interest  held  by  the  conspirators  under  their  agreements  and  powers 
'  attorney. 

The  original  claimants  in  these  ^* undisputed  cases"  appear  to  have 
sappeared.  Tin*  mask  is  left,  and  looking  behind  it  we  discover  the 
inspirators  in  complete  representation  and  ftill  force.  Are  they  cases 
^ling  for  subtle  diplomatic  statement  or  argument  in  their  protection 
gainst  a  rehearing,  so  far  as  the  original  claimants  are  interested, 
ifore  a  new  commission  formed  under  the  law  of  March  ^,  1883? 
lonld  they  longer  be  permitted  to  bar  the  right  of  the  "Aspinwall'* 
id  ^* Railway  of  the  £ast"  claimants  to  an  adjudication  before  such  a 
ibnnal,  especially  when,  so  far  as  the  original  claimants  are  concerned^ 
eir  rights  would  be  equally  protected  by  that  tribunal? 
4.  Are  any  vested  rights  to  be  disturbed  by  the  appointment  of  a 
iw  commission? 

This  question  has  passed  beyond  the  field  of  argument. 
In  the  Key  and  La  Abra  cases  (110  U.  S.  Reports,  p.  63),  January  7, 
^i,  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  the  awards  made  by  the  commis- 
on  that  sat  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico  of  July  4, 1868,  did  not  vest 
I  absolute  right  in  the  respective  claimants  to  the  amounts  awarded 
{  their  lespective  claims.  And  this  decision  was  reached  notwith- 
anding  the  treaty  with  Mexico  declared  not  only  that  the  decisions 
the  commissioners  should  be  ^^a  full,  perfect,  and  final  settlement,'' 

S.  Dtjc.  223 2 
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and  that  the  contracting  parties  would  ^^give  fall  effect  to  such  decisioD 
without  any  objection,  evasion,  or  delay  whatever." 

If  sounding  tautological  expression  could  vest  a  right  in  the  individ- 
ual claimant^  under  the  decision  of  an  international  tribunal  constituted 
as  these  commissions  have  been,  those  words  would  surely  accomplish 
the  purpose.  But  the  court  held  they  did  not  And  so  held,  notwith- 
standing Congress  had  passed  an  act  by  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  '^authorized  and  requested"  to  ^^ distribute"  the  moneys  receiTed 
and  then  in  his  hands  ^^ among  those  in  whose  favor  awards  had  beeu 
made."    (20  Stat.,  144,  ch.  262,  sec.  1.) 

And  under  the  Mexican  treaty  there  was  no  question  going  to  the 
inte;zrity  of  the  organization  and  decisions  of  the  tribunal.  The  only 
question  was  whether  the  tribunal  had  not  been  imposed  upon  by 
perjun'd  testimony. 

5.  The  question  of  bona  fides. 

At  the  outset  it  may  be  said  that  notwithstanding  the  early  sag- 
gestions  of  the  conspirators  that  their  novel  scheme  of  issuing  the 
certificates  payable^' to  bearer,"  and  in  denominations  so  small  that 
they  might  constitute  a  convenient  circulating  medium  to  '^facilitate 
transactions"  had  been  successful  in  placing  them  where,  as  one  of  the 
conspirators  expressed  it,  they  ''would  do  the  most  good,"  no  evidenoe  { 
of  the  truth  of  the  conjecture  that  any  of  them  had  gone  into  the  j 
hands  of  bona  fide  holders  had  during  all  the  past  years  been  broaghl  i 
to  the  notice  of  Congress  or  of  the  Department  of  State,  so  far  as  caa : 
be  learned  from  the  published  correspondence. 

On  the  25th  of  May,  1882,  not  quite  a  year  before  the  joint  resolation 
was  passed,  the  then  Secretary  of  State  expressed  the  opinion  that 
''some  may  be  ^mlprobably  are  in  the  hands  of  innocent  holders"  (House 
Ex.  Doc.  No.  208,  Forty-seventh  Congress,  first  session,  p.  5).  But  at 
that  time  the  only  "innocent  holder"  the  published  correspondence  of 
the  Department  in  respect  to  the  certificate  had  tlisclosed  was  Messrs. 
Orth  and  Talmuge's  mythical  "Thomas  Brown." 

Now,  quite  immediately  preceding  the  late  Secretary's  last  letter  on 
the  general  subject,  January  27,  1885,  there  was  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives  January  6,  1885,  the  petition  of  Ralph  S. 
Demarest,  which,  on  a  first  reading,  might  lead  us  to  suppose  that  at ; 
last  there  had  been  found  a  man  to  swear  that  he  is  an  innocent  holder  j 
of  some  of  those  certificates.  | 

We  have  read  and  reread  with  care  this  evidently  labored  petition. ; 
It  is  very  lengthy.    It  would  indicate  that  the  petitioner  from  Bergea  | 
County,  j^.  J.,  had  made  an  exhaustive  personal  examination  of  the! 
entire  field  of  diplomatic  controversy  attending  the  case  and  the  legis- 
lative action  upon  the  subject  before  he  made  a  trade  of  '^purchase 
money  mortgage"  for  some  of  the  certificates  "in  the  year  1877,''' ^vi^ 
that  the  trade  was  made  on  the  faith  of  what  he  calls  the  "finality  act 
of  J  873." 

The  petitioner  compliments  Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Fish  upon  their  dis- 
patches (written  previous  to  the  thorough  investigation  upon  swora 
testimony,  commenced  by  the  House  of  RiBpresentatives  May  20, 1870). 
He  notes  the  manner  in  which  they  meet  the  representations,  tlteu 
without  proof,  but  since  proven,  of  Senor  Munoz-y-Castro,  aud  tlic, 
therefore,  at  that  time,  untenable  position  of  the  Government  of  Veue 
zuela — in  fact,  reviews  with  the  skill  of  a  trained  diplomat  the  wbole 
antecedent  field  of  discussion — aud,  in  judicial  language,  announces  tbS 
force  and  effect  of  the  treaty  and  the  laws  of  Congress. 

But  how  did  it  happen  that  in  this  wide,  profound,  and  critical 
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icmtiny  of  the  departmental  correspondence  he  overlooked  what  to 
he  petitioner  shoald  have  been,  if  he  thought  of  becoming  a  bona-fide 
kolder,  the  most  important  paragraph  in  the  long  dispatch  of  Mr.  Fish 
if  July  23, 1875  (published  July  31, 1876,  H.  R.  Rep.  787,  Forty-fourth 
/ongress  first  session),  the  year  before  he  made  his  ^' trade  9 "  Of 
toorse  the  petitioner  must  have  read  this  identical  dispatch  before  he 
oade  the  ^' trade,"  for  he  swears  that  he  did,  and  states  that  ^^your 
petitioner  found  in  the  dispatch"  certain  paragraphs  which  he  quotes. 
Did  the  petitioner  overlook  this  loudly  warning  paragraph  in  that 
[ispatch,  id  est: 

By  the  tonus  of  the  treaty,  the  money  awarded  b\r  the  commiBsion  is  payable  to 
he  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  debt  one  by  the  Government  of  Vene- 
nela  to  the  United  States,  not  to  any  partieular  ciiizen$  of  the  United  Siatee,  It  is  one 
i^regate  enm,  not  a  variety  of  separate  indebtednesses,  $ome  ofwkUA  nuiy  he  distin' 
and  tegregated  from  othere,    (Vide  utanto,  p.  44.) 


Did  this  late  but  widely  read  petitioner  also  fail  to  see  the  joint  res- 
olution of  the  Forty-four^  Congress,  passed  in  1876  (the  year  before 
le  made  his  *^  trade"),  suspending  the  payments  of  installments  on  the 
kwardsf 

Did  he  fail  to  recognize  the  odor  in  the  air  of  the  corruption  stirred 
»y  the  investigation  commencing  in  1876,  and  which  during  the  latter 
lart  of  that  year  and  also  through  the  year  1877  was  diffused  over  the 
preater  part  of  two  continents,  it  being  especially  rank  along  the 
ludson  and  Hackensack  rivers  and  upon  the  tributaries  of  the  Wabash 
n  Korth  America  t 

But  perhaps  not  the  least  of  the  omissions  of  this  recently  discov- 
ored  bona  fide  petitioner  is  his  omission  to  state  anywhere  that  he  was, 
kt  the  time  of  the  presentation  of  his  petition,  the  owner  of  a  single 
certificate,  either  as  a  bona  fide  holder  or  otherwise. 

His  omission  to  state  from  whom  he  received  certificates  may  be 
excused  on  the  ground  of  delicacy  in  respect  to  private  ^' transactions;" 
tis  failure  to  give  the  exact  date  of  the  transaction  in  the  year  1877 
Qight  be  a  mere  possibly  fortunate  inadvertance  in  case  of  a  dose 
Dvestigation;  his  neglect  to  inform  us  of  the  value  of  the  ^^  purchase 
Honey  mortgage"  may  be  the  result  of  a  careful  personal  reason  as  to 
be  worth  or  worthlessness  of  his  mortgages  that  may  have  been  taken 
lack  in  part  payment  for  lands  sold  on  a  new  railroad  line,  at  town-loi< 
Prices,  and  since  returned  abandoned  to  their  original  condition  of  cat- 
le  pastures;  his  avoidance  of  any  casual  mention  of  the  number  or 
lumbers  of  his  certficates,  the  amount  stated  on  their  face,  or  the  name 
If  the  claimant  to  whom  they  were  originally  supi)Osed  to  be  issued 
day  b^ve  been  owing  to  the  absorbing  interest  he  exhibits  in  the  gen- 
erally applicable  diplomatic  and  legal  questions  which  he  assumes  are 
nvolved;  but  how  can  we  excuse  this  late  and  voluble  petitioner  for 
lis  neglect  to  inform  us  that  he  was,  at  fhe  time  of  swearing  to  his 
)etitiou,  the  owner  or  holder  of  any  certificates  whatever  9 

The  "Thomas  Brown"  bona  fide  holder  of  ten  years  ago  was  proved 
^  be  a  myth,  and  the  <^ certificates"  of  the  present  Demarest  would 
leem  to  be  quite  as  mythical.  Yet  these  are  the  only  "possible"  bona 
Ide  holders  evoked  by  the  conspirators,  or  the  expressed  fears  and 
Solicitude  that  have  found  their  place  in  the  correspondence  relating  to 
he  subject. 

Must  the  way  to  the  adjudication  of  just  claims  be  barred  by  such 
ihantonisf 

If  there  shall  ever  be  discovered  a  bona  fide  holder  of  any  of  the 
baudulent  certificates,  his  rights  can  certainly  be.  protected  in  the 
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fatnre  by  the  ordinary  processes  of  the  law,  as  all  moneys  npon  s 
by  a  new  commission  mttst  be  paid  into  the  Department  of  8ta\ 
may  there  be  held  in  cases  of  contention,  if  any,  subject  to  the  e 
of  the  parties  interested  therein,  or  they  may  be  properly  settled 
usual  way  by  our  courts. 

6.  What  is  the  power  of  Congress  in  the  matter t 

Upon  the  authorities  and  precedents,  we  would  say  most  abs< 

Were  the  determination  of  the  commission  a  judgment,  uninip 
on  the  ground  of  fraud,  even  when  the  Congress  would  have  the 
certainly  by  a  two  thirds  vote,  to  remit  the  judgment  orrestraiu 
its  enforcement,  the  ^^ particular  citizens^^  of  the  United  States 
no  vested  right  in  it.    (Key  and  La  Abra  cases,  110  U.  S.  Kep. 
Jan.  7, 1884.) 

And  the  well-settled  rule  is  that  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
quent  to  a  treaty  is,  for  all  citizens  and  executive  officers^  the 
the  land. 

When,  in  1858,  the  force  and  effect  of  the  Clayton-Bulwer  trea 
under  discussion,  Mr.  Cass  being  Secretary  of  State,  he  informe 
Kapier  that  personally  he  (Mr.  Cass)  was  in  favor  of  a  naked,  a: 
fied  repeal  of  the  Clayton  Bui wer  treaty,  without  conditions,  ai 
such  repeal  should  be  effected  in  the  tbrm  of  a  treaty,  though  he  i 
with  a  certain  deprecation  to  the  contingency  of ''  the  dissolution 
treaty  by  act  of  Congress." 

And  in  1880  Mr.  Evarts,  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  communica 
resx>ect  to  an  investigation  of  the  Key  and  La  Abra  claims,  sa; 
^'  the  authority  for  such  an  investigation  must  proceed  from  Coo 
and  advises  that  the  question  '^  be  laid  before  Congress  for  the  e 
of  their  plenary  authority  in  the  matter." 

As  we  understand  the  situation,  neither  the  Yenezulean  Govei 
nor  our  own  has  ever  expressed  a  wish  to  avoid  the  binding  force 
treaty  of  1866.  But  both  Governments  have  very  practically  d< 
against  the  enforcement  of  the  fraudulent  determinations  of  tl 
spiracy  that  was  organized  under  it. 

We  therefore  would  most  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  I 
ment  of  State  to  the  consideration  of  what  we  deem  the  privilege 
to  us,  if  not  the  right,  to  have  speedily  organized  in  precise  cons* 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  March  3, 1883,  a  new  mixed  c< 
sion,  before  which  our  claims  and  all  others  presented  before  the 
commission  may  be  brought  for  adjudication. 

The  debtor  Government  having  conceded  our  right  to  such  a  tri 
our  Congress  and  the  Executive  having  declared  that  such  a  ti 
ought  to  be  organized,  we  can  conceive  of  nothing  that  can  be 
interposed  the  effect  of  which  shall  be  to  retard  or  defeat  the  ex< 
of  the  declared  purpose  of  both  Governments  in  a  matter  so 
affecting  our  rights. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Woodruff, 
Of  Counsel  for  the  ^^Aspinwall^  am 
^^ Railway  of  the  East^  Claim 


Mr.  Bayard  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 


Department  of  Statb, 
Wa^hingUmy  November  14j 


Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  in  reU 
providing,  in  accordance  with  the  advisory  request  of  the  joint 
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ion  of  0ongre88  approved  March  3, 1883,  a  mixed  oommiBdoii  for  the 
ahearing  of  the  awards  of  the  late  oominlBBion  of  Caracas,  which  shall 
ave  pow^  to  examine  also  cases  not  passed  apon  by  that  commission, 
Dd  to  which  class  of  cases  those  yon  represent  belong. 

So  far  as  sach  cases  are  concerned,  I  have  pleasure  in  informing 
on  that  the  minister  of  VeneKaeia  is  understood  to  assent  to  the  proposi- 
ion  contained  in  Article  XIII  of  Mr.  Frelinghaysen's  draft  convention, 
'hich  indndes  in  the  new  sabmission  any  iGnerioan  claims  pending  on 
ie  30th  August,  1867,  and  not  presented  to  the  Oaraoas  commission. 

The  greater  part  of  your  communication  touches  questions  of  treaty 
egotiation  between  tiie  United  States  and  Venesuela,  which  I  may  not 
roperly  discuss  except  with  the  diplomatic  representative  of  that 
government* 

I  am,  dij  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  F.  BAYiJID. 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Bayard. 

WASHiKaxoN,  D.  0.,  November  14^  1885. 

Snt:  Sinee  leaving  at  the  Department  of  State  my  letter  of  the  10th 
istant  on  the  subject  of  the  execution  of  the  purpose  of  the  joint  reeo- 
ition  of  March  3^  1883,  I  have  been  informed  that  ^'  Mr.  Macbett'' 
rhose  exact  relation  to  the  Venezuela  matter  even  the  investigating 
nnmittees  could  not  find  out)  has  stated  that  the  matter  had  been 
sferred  to  Mr.  Adee  for  his  opinion,  and  that  he  had  written  one  to 
le  elEBot  that  the  joint  resolution  was  merely  ^^  advisory.'' 
As  Mr.  Machett's  advices  have  heretofore  been  found  to  be,  at  least 
I  respect  to  what  was  transpiring  or  about  to  transpire  in  the  Depart- 
lent  of  State,  of  a  reliable  character,  having  been  especially  so  in 
»peet  to  the  drafting  of  tiiie  ^^biU,"  in  the  Department,  that  was  after- 
vds  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Forty- 
kventh  Congress,  providing  a  scheme  for  sending  the  matter  to  the 
ourt  of  Claims  where,  an  eminent  jurist  then  in  the  Department  and 
>w  in  that  court  was  soon  to  follow,  I  am  not  permitted  to  doubt  Oie 
nesent  statement. 

Mr.  Adeems  opinion,  however,  of  the  merely  ^^adviswy"  character  of 
le  j<»nt  resolution,  and  of  the  advisability  of  ^<the  Government"  not 
&«epting  the  advice,  expressed  in  the  form  of  a  law,  passed  by  the 
nanimous  voice  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  and  the  Seqate,  and 
^proved  by  the  President,  has  never,  I  believe,  been  a  subject  of 
Diobt.  It  has  been  wdl  known  that,  in  his  view,  the  legislation  of 
DngvesB  and  the  i^iproving  signature  of  the  President,  in  respect  to  a 
iiestion  having  any  bearing  upon  international  concerns,  must  be 
lom  of  aU  pretensions,  and  be  deemed  and  held  by  ^^the  Govern- 
^nt"  to  be  an  entirely  ^^ municipal"  affair.  Though  hotk  branches  o/* 
^  iremty-making  power  may  have  joined  in  that  legislation,  it  has,  it 
ronld  seem,  in  that  view,  received  some  taint  from  the  joinder  of  the 
louse  of  Bepresentatives  therein,  that  makes  the  action,  though  asked 
9r  by  the  President,  an  impertinent  offense  to  ^^  Uie  Government." 
Having  been  accustomed  to  regard  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  the 
enate,  and  the  President,  when  sdl  acting  unanimously  together,  as  a 
trge  part  of  the  Government  of  these  United  States,  I  am  unable  to 
mceive  why  their  joint  determination,  expressed  in  the  form  of  a  law, 
haOier  considered  as  a  law  or  as  advisory,  should  not  be  acted  upon 
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according  to  its  terms  by  the  officials  properly  charged  with  its  exeeoi- 
tioD.  When  such  action,  within  the  limits  designated  by  the  legislatioQ 
so  approved  by  the  President,  conld  but  resolt  in  a  good  understandiDg 
with  a  foreign  power,  in  satisfaction  to  those  having  honest  demands 
against  that  power,  and  in  leaving  to  the  courts,  where  they  belong,  the 
determination  of  all  questions  of  right  between  citizens,  why  should  DOt 
that  straightforward  course  be  taken  t 

In  view  of  the  declaration  of  our  Supreme  Court  in  the  Key  (Weil) 
and  La  Abra  cases  (U.  S.  Bep.,  110,  p.  G3)  that  ^^international  arbitra- 
tion must  always  proceed  on  the  highest  principles  of  national  honor 
and  integrity,"  what  a  satire  the  proceedings  in  this  Yenezuela  businev 
have  thus  far  been. 

Yery  resi>ectfiLllyy  your  obedient  servant, 

Henbt  Woodbufp,  j 

Counsel  for  the  ^^A^nwaU^  and 
^^Railway  of  the  East^  ClaimanU. 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr,  Bayard. 

Nbw  Yobk,  November  20j  1885, 

Sra:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  my  retomti 
this  city,  of  your  favor  of  the  14th  instant,  informing  me  of  the  ooi* 
sideration  given  to  my  communication  of  the  10th  instant. 

That  there  may  be  no  misapprehension,  i)ermit  me  to  say  that  tM 
position  of  my  clients  is  not  that  of  parties  whose  claims  were  '^nol 
presented"  before  the  body  that  sat  as  a  mixed  commission  under  tbe 
treaty  of  April  25, 1866,  with  Venezuela.  Their  claims  were  presented, 
but  no  corrupt  bargain  having  been  made  for  their  consideratioD,  tfaej 
were,  in  the  language  of  the  docket,  ^'dismissed,  but  in  no  wise  inyali* 
dated  by  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  commission." 

The  assent  of  Venezuela  may  well  be  presumed  to  the  proposal  con- 
tained in  Article  XIII  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen's  draft  convention  of  JoM 
11, 1884,  as  in  the  letter  of  Senor  Dalla  Oosta  to  Mr.  Fish,  written  boom 
nine  years  ago  (December  14, 1876),  he  expressly  states  that  '^  it  is  onif 
desired  that  a  new  and  compietent  commission  shall  be  api>ointed  andff 
that  treaty,  and  the  Government  of  Venezuela  will,  for  that  pnrpot^ 
if  necessary,  formally  agree   to  the  extension  of  all  its  provisions' 
Thus  it  appears  that  the  fears  that  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  expressed  sbortif 
after  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  March  3, 1883,  thatif  tb^l^ 
proceedings  of  the  old  commission  were  held  to  be  void  YenezceiiK 
would  never  assent  to  another  commission,  were  groundless.    Perhaiifl) '_, 
however,  they  may  have  arisen  from  his  never  having  had  called  to  hi*  ' 
attention,  by  those  specially  familiar  with  the  very  voluminous  depart' 
mental   correspondence  in  this  matter,  that  portion  of  Sedor  DiUi 
Costa's  letter. 

Any  revival  of  the  general  stipulations  of  the  treaty  that  provided 
for  the  adjudication  of  claims  that  were  presented  under  it  would,  nec- 
essarily, include  those  I  represent,  whether  that  revival  were  aeooffl- 
plished  by  diplomatic  notes  or  by  the  submission  to  the  Senate  of  • 
supplementary  article  embodying  the  applicable  provisions  of  the  joint* 
resolution,  to  which  the  Senate  has  alreaidy  given  its  advice  and  oonacDt 

Be  assured  that  I  have  not  the  temerity  to  seek  discussion  of  que^ 
tions  under  treaty  negotiation  with  the  Government  of  Venezuda.  Xf 
purpose  has  been  to  bring  into  the  light  certain  facts  that  might  •& 
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present  be  of  service  in  the  solation  of  questions  raised  by  the  pab- 
lished  correspondence  of  the  past. 

My  clients  haviug  become  aged  and  weary  (and  some  of  them  dead) 
<laring  the  nearly  twenty  years  af  diplomatic  discussion  about  the  col- 
lection and  distribution  by  tin  /roveriiment  of  the  "plunder"  of  the 
old  commission,  they  certainly  iiave  no  interest  in  prolonging  debate. 

The  sole  desire  of  the  survivors  is  for  action  in  accordance  with  the 
law,  or  "advice"  of  the  Congress  and  the  President,  jointly  given. 
Knowing  no  higher  source  for  the  derivation  of  either  law  or  advice,  or 
any  more  solemnly  charged  with  the  i>rotection  of  the  honor  of  the 
Government  and  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  they  have  now  the  hope 
(hat  their  rights  may  be  speedily  secured,  and  the  honor  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  divorced  from  the  dishonor  of  the  commission,  be  watchfully 
guarded. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Woodruff, 
Of  Counnelfor  the  "A^ptnicaW"  and 

^^Railway  of  the  EoAt^  OlaimantM. 

Vide:  As  to  "plnDder,''  Stein's  letter  to  ex-Mlnister  StilweU,  October  27,  1873. 
[H.  R.  Forty-fourth  Congress,  first  sesHion,  Rep.  787,  p.  197.) 

Mr.  Hunter's  expressed  views  in  1869.  Carey  to  ex-Minister  Stilwell,  Jane  14, 1869. 
[Ibid.  Doo.,  p.  18H.) 

For  information  and  advice  to  Mr.  Talmage  by  subordinates  in  State  Department 
bn  1870,  Mr.  Talmage  to  Mr.  StilweH,  October  23,  1870.    (Ibid.  Doo.,  p.  195.) 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Bayard. 

New  York  City,  March  31^  1887. 

Sir:  The  recent  mails  from  Caracas  bring  tbe  newspapers  of  tbe  8th 
instant  of  that  city  containing  tbe  message  of  President  Guzman  Blanco, 
delivered  on  the  7th  instant  to  the  Venezuelan  Congress.  The  Depart- 
ment of  State  has,  doubtless,  more  direct  advices. 

According  to  the  statement  of  the  message,  the  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  of  the  5th  December,  1885,  in  respect  to  claims,  have  not  been 
exchanged,  because  President  Blanco  thinks  he  perceives  a  possible 
conflict  between  the  requirements  of  the  treaty,  for  payment  within  ten 
years  of  the  awards  that  may  be  made  by  the  new  commission,  and  the 
^bsisting  agreement  in  reference  to  the  application  of  a  certain  per- 
centage of  the  revenues  to  the  discharge  of  the  diplomatic  debt. 

K  the  arrangement  in  reference  to  the  diplomatic  debt  was  considered 
as  sabsisting  at  the  time  of  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  by  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  and  is  controlling  in  its  provision  for  payments,  it  is 
Barely  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  question  did  not  then  receive  due 
consideration.  And  if  there  is  now  anything  of  reasonableness  in  the 
position  assumed,  because  of  the  possible  attitude  of  other  powers  inter- 
^ted  in  the  revenues  of  Venezuela,  may  not  my  clients,  as  parties  most 
deeply  interested  in  any  just  settlement  that  may  he  made,  suggest  that 
they  would  be  satisfied  with  any  demand  of  payments,  under  the  treaty, 
that  secured  the  semiannual  interest  upon  the  awards  that  may  be 
made  and  resulted  in  the  extinguishment  of  the  principal  in  even 
fifteen  or  twenty  years. 

Had  the  treaty  been  ratified  without  the  raising  of  this  qaestion,  it 
is  not  probable  that  we  would  ever  have  received  more  than  came  to  aSy 
irearly,  nnder  the  arrangement  in  respect  to  the  percentage  applicable 
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to  tbe  diplomatic  debt  May  not  the  matter,  therefore,  be  pro]^ 
couclnded  uuder  an  enga^^ement  that,  whatever  may  be  the  decisions 
the  commission,  the  yearly  demands  shall  not  be  in  excesss  ot  the  pi 
vision  now  made  or  that  may  hereafter  be  made,  with  the  conseiil 
this  Government,  in  respect  to  the  diplomatic  debtf 

The  resolts  of  the  labors  of  the  commission  may  not  (and  if  Vei 
zaela's  contention,  in  which  she  shoald  have  faith,  be  just,  will  n< 
raise  at  all  the  question  of  ^* conflict"  suggested  by  President  Blaui 
bat  shoald  they  do  so,  might  not  Yenezaela  be  assured,  in  ail?aii 
of  the  forebearance  the  circamstances  would  then  demand,  in  view 
engagements  made  in  respect  to  the  diplomatic  debtf 

If  the  question  now  raised  should  be  regarded  as  a  mere  pretense 
inight  be  well  to  deprive  it  of  all  apparent  reasonableness.  If  it  is 
be  looked  upon  simply  as  another  of  the  unfortunate  diplomatic  difl 
ences  in  the  Venezuela  business  that  have  so  long  postponed  the  rig] 
of  those  claimants  who  declined  to  join  the  corrupt  and  corrupting  o 
spiracy,  we  can  only  pray  that  it  may  not  be,  as  too  many  of  them  he 
t^ore  have  been,  coincident  with  an  advancement  of  the  interests 
the  original  conspirators  and  their  subsequent  ^^bona  fide"  idlies. 

President  Blanco's  reference  to  the  Russian  minister,  in  oonneoli 
with  the  designation  of  the  third  member  of  the  commission,  is  certaii 
most  ungracious.  He  must  have  forgotten  that  the  documentary  histx 
of  the  appointment  of  the  umpire  of  the  former  commission  shows  tl 
it  was  not  made  until  it  was  known  that  the  Venezuelan  selected  « 
acceptable  to  the  representative,  here,  of  his  Government,  as  well « 
our  Government,  that,  then,  through  its  Department  of  State,  kioi 
furnished  the  Ohristian  name  of  the  ^^Machado,"  and  the  ^^jnnii 
suffix,  that  there  might  be  no  mistake!  Surely  greater  precaatic 
could  not  have  been  taken. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hbnby  Woodruff, 
0/  Counsel  for  the  ^^AepintoaU^  and 

^^BaUwa^  of  iheEaet^  OMmawk 


Mr.  Bayard  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 

Dbpabticbnt  of  Statb, 
Washington^  April  8^  1867, 

SiB:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  31 
ultimo,  in  reference  to  the  claims  convention  of  December  5, 1885,  wi 
Venezuela. 

I  am,  sir^  your  obedient  servant,  T.  F.  Bataju). 


JIf  r.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Lament. 

Nbw  Tobk  City,  April  29, 1887 

Sir:  Tou  can,  and  I  trust  will,  bear  witness  that  I  have  not  80ii| 
to  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  President,  although  I  have  a  tolera 
fair  claim,  as  one  of  the  many  nonoffice-holding  and  very  ^^indepcaid 
Democrats"  who  insisted  on  his  nomination,  to  at  least  equal  considi 
tion  with  all  other  good  citizens  having  business  with  tiie  Executiv 
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To-day  I  have  writteD  to  tbe  President  on  a  new  phase  of  the  Vene- 
elan  question.  It  has  become  imperative  that  he  shonld  be  thoroughly 
formed  upon  the  subject.  If  he  works  down  through  all  the  x)er ver- 
sus of  our  language  as  well  as  the  law,  by  the  commissioners  and  the 
[>lomatist8,  to  the  bottom  facts,  I  am  confident  that  all  honest  parties 
II  be  satisfied  with  his  determinations  in  the  case. 
Ton  had  (and  may  have  pigeonholed)  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  Novem- 
r  10, 1885,  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  When  the  Venezuelan  treaty 
s  before  the  Senate,  the  Department,  upon  call,  furnished  the  Senate 
l;h  a  copy.  I  should  feel  much  obliged  if  you  would  place  the  copy  in 
ir  possession  before  the  President.  That  letter  is  a  condensed 
iew  of  all  the  points  in  the  field  of  controversy. 
BespectfoUy,  yours, 

Henbt  Woodbuff. 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  the  President. 

New  York  City,  April  29^  1887. 

lie  exigency  created  by  the  position  assumed  by  the  President  of 
nezuela,  in  his  message  of  the  7th  ultimo  in  respect  to  the  ratifica- 
1  of  the  convention  of  the  5th  December,  1885,  together  with  the  con- 
orations  we  now  propose  to  disclose,  must  vindicate  and  justify  this 
)ea]. 

n  full  consciousness  of  the  gravity  of  the  accusation  that  may  be 
>lied  from  the  statements  and  references  we  may  make,  we  shall  pro- 
d  to  the  discharge  of  what  we  sincerely  believe  has  become  a  duty  to 
I  Chief  Executive  as  well  as  a  necessity  for  the  protection  of  our 
hts. 

^en  that  exceptionally  accomplished  minister  to  Venezuela,  the 
n.  James  B.  Partridge,  had  returned  to  this  counti;y  and  made  his 
sonal  report  to  the  Department  of  State  upon  the  abominations  of 

mixed  commission  of  1868,  his  revelations  must  have  been  most 
irelcome  to  the  Bureau  charged  with  Spanish- American  affairs.  In 
^tter  of  his,  now  before  us,  he  says :  ^^  I  presume  nothing  can  prevent 
»t  consummation"  (the  distribution  of  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the 
sretary  of  State)  <^of  the  wishes  of  Talmage  &  Go.,  except  a  direct 
leal  to  the  President,  who,  if  he  knew  all  the  facts,  could  never  con- 
t  to  it.  The  appeal  to  the  President  ought  to  be  made." 
lie  Department  of  State  as  then  constituted  had  no  further  use  for  a 
lister  of  his  rigid  fiber  at  Caracas.  The  letter  bears  date  the  18th  of 
y,  1871.    The  next  morning  Mr.  Partridge,  who  had  already  engaged 

return  passage  to  Venezuela,  awoke  to  find  himself  gazetted  min- 
T  to  Brazil.  He  could  not  be  discredited;  he  could  not  be  degraded, 
)  he  could  be  promoted — and  never  forgiven. 

lie  Spanish-American  Bureau  in  our  Department  of  State  has  been 
ewdly  managed  these  many  years — so  shrewdly,  indeed,  as  to  sug- 
t  that  it  has  profited  by  lessons  in  the  alleged  efficient  characteris- 
I  of  the  diplomacy  with  which  it  has  been  its  duty  to  contend.  A 
nsal  of  many  of  the  communications  of  former  Secretaries  of  State 
Bt  lead  anyone  thoroughly  informed  as  to  the  facts  to  be  found  in 

record  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Secretaries,  unversed  in  the 
mish  and  relying  necessarily  upon  translations  and  abstracts,  have 
n  kept  quite  as  much  in  the  dark  as  the  Presidents  have  been. 
Ve  violate  now  no  confidence  in  saying  that  the  investigatorSi  wh0| 
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with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  explored  the  oonspiiM 
that  culminated  in  the  awards  of  the  commission  and  the  exeluioDi 
the  claimants  not  in  the  conspiracy,  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  tJia 
was  some  one  connected  with  the  Spanish-American  Boreaa  in  fl 
Department  of  State  that  was  deeply  involved  in  the  conspiracy  tlu 
was  organized  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Venesnelaa  Mixc 
Oommission,  and  that  has  been,  by  due  and  ^<bona  fide"  8ucoeB8ion,kq 
on  foot  ever  since. 

From  the  complicity  in  the  appointment  of  the  insignificant  u 
subsequently  infamous  umpire  all  through  the  long  history  of  Hi 
scandal  down  to  the  repeated  attempts  to  defeat  the  clearly  state 
purpose  of  the  joint  resolution  of  March  3, 1883,  which  was  pssie 
unanimously  by  the  Congress,  and  approved  by  your  predeoesaoi 
some  power  in  the  Department  of  State  has  made  its  influence  in  fBTO 
of  sustaining  the  fi:aud  and  distributing  the  plunder  constantly  fell 
In  a  mild  way  that  power  recognized  the  unanimous  expression  tq 
joint  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate,  anJ 
the  approval  of  the  President,  as  ^^  advisory,"  but  caused  it  to  be  veq 
distinctly  understood  that  the  inspiration  of  its  diplomacy  was  noi 
drawn  from  that  source.  The  humble  citizen  of  the  Kepublic  wholifl 
been  taught  to  think  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Seoaii 
and  the  President,  all  taken  together,  as  constituting  a  large  partoi 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  must  revise  his  opinion  wbMi| 
in  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  third  assistant  secretttK 
called  in  to  state  the  situation,  impressively  announces  that  while  tU 
Department  has  notice  of  the  ^^ advisory"  action  of  Congress  and  tU 
President  that  <^  The  Oavemmeni^  takes  adiflferent  view  of  the  qaesf ''' 

It  is  from  that  combination  of  conspiracy  and  diplomacy  that 
pNBrsistent  effort  has  proceeded  to  indentify  our  long  struggle  far 
right  to  a  hearing  before  an  honest  tribunal  as  a  im^  of  Yeneziu 
plan  to  avoid  the  payments  of  the  corrupt  awards.    The  mendaci]^< 
the  attempt  had  to  be  acknowledged  before  the  Foreign  Affairs  ' 
mittee,  under^  oath,  by  Murray,  the  pseudo  ^<  secretary  of  legi — 
United  States,"  but  the  utterly  oaseless  insinuation  has  continaedj 
play  its  part  wherever  the  conspirators  and  their  subservient  diploi 
subordinates  have  thought  it  possible  to  give  it  a  lodgment   If 
treaty  fails,  we  shall  deprecate  the  reopening  to  further  investij 
of  what  has  authoritatively  been  said  to  be  ^^ an  episode  in  onr 
matic  relations  to  which  every  recurrence  is  an  occasion  for 
but  the  scope  of  such  investigation  would,  necessarUy,  be  wide 
deeper  and  might  throw  some  very  desirable  light  on  old  and  ol 
diplomatic  significance. 

The  joint  resolution  of  March  3, 1883,  was  not  the  creature  of 
State  Department,  nor  of  Venezuela.    It  evidentiy  did  not  exactly 
either.    It  was  the  unanimous  expression  of  Congress,  after  seven 
ol  searching  investigation  by  its  committees  had  cast  a  flood  of  lig^^ 
the  many  tortuous  ways  of  conspirators  and  diplomatists. 

Its  purposes  and  plan  were  so  transparently  just  that  it  does 
appear  to  have  met  with  a  very  cordial  reception  anywhere  oatsidej 
the  Gonf^ess  and  the  President.    But  finally  a  treaty,  drawn  oar 
lines  (it  is  said),  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  the  Preai^' 
and  the  Venezuelan  Congress,  and  now,  for  these  many  months, 
without  President  Blanco's  signature. 

Whether  the  time  gained  since  1883  has  been  sufficient  to 
new  or  develop  a  more^extended  conspiracy,  whether  the  8cheB0| 
the  holders  of  the  fhmdulent  <^ certificates"  payable  <<to  beanr' 
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ansfer  tbem  or  cancel  thero  on  the  payment  of  a  certain  per  centnm, 
id  thns  avoid  the  proposed  new  commission  and  an  adjudication  of  the 
A^spinwalP  and  ^^Eailway  of  the  East"  claims,  which  was  proposed  to 
id  was  entertained  by  the  late  Venezuelan  minister,  lias  been  i)er- 
eted,  we  know  not.  Having  declined  to  enter  into  the  councils  of 
\e  conspirators,  and  not  being  in  the  confidence  of  the  Spanish- 
merican  Bureau  of  the  Department  of  State,  we  know  nothing  of  the 
»iled  proceedings  of  either,  except  when  Oongressional  investigation 
fts.  at  the  same  time,  the  veil  of  both. 

Though,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  settlement  of  our  claims,  we 
iitiated,  through  a  special  counsel  sent  to  Venezuela  in  1861,  the  move- 
ent  for  a  commission  to  adjudicate  all  claims  against  Venezuela,  it 
ould  seem  that  by  declining  to  enter  into  the  conspiracy  to  rob  that 
overnment  we  now  stand  in  imminent  danger  not  only  of  her  con- 
nued  hostility,  but  of  seeing  our  own  Government  insist  that  the 
[aims  of  the  conspirators  who  corrupted  the  commission  shall  be  paid, 
rhile  we,  who  presented  our  claims,  but  declined  the  proposal  of  a  cor- 
apt  division,  and  were  denied  a  hearing  and  adjudication,  but  <^dis- 
lissed  without  prejudice,''  may  be  relegated  to  the  good  offices  of  the 
Mplomatic  Bureau.  After  twenty  years  of  struggle  with  the  powers 
f  darkness  we  wish  to  be  spared  that  entombment. 

We  still  hope  that  the  convention  of  December  5, 1885,  may  yet  be 
atified.  Surely  so  just  a  measure,  and  one  that  has  received  the  sane- 
ion  of  the  Congresses  of  both  nati#ns,  ought  not  to  be  defeated  by  the 
eference  of  Venezuela's  Executive  to  the  mere  possibility  of  a  future 
onflict  with  the  existing  arrangement  in  respect  to  the  diplomatic  debt. 
Jnless  there  is  a  settled  determination  to  finally  defeat  the  purpose  of 
he  joint  resolution  of  1883,  the  adjustment  of  that  question  ought  not 
0  be  impossible  to  diplomacy. 

But  if  by  reason  of  an  agreement  made  with  the  holders  of  the  fraud- 
ilent  certificates,  or  from  any  other  cause,  Venezuela  or  her  Executive 
IBcers,  after  all  their  protestations,  now  refuse  to  complete  the  ratifi- 
Btion,  we  ask  that  our  claim  may  be  considered  and  held  as  admitted 
ly  Venezuela,  and  be  included  in  any  peremptory  demand  that  may  be 
lade  upon  that  Government  for  settlement,  and  that  the  moneys  now  in 
he  Department  of  State  heretofore  paid  by  Venezuela  may  be  held 
Mr  the  liquidation  of  our  claims  pro  rata  with  any  others  for  which 
Venezuela  may  be  held  liable,  as  the  joint  resolution  provided  they 
bould  be  held. 

As  quite  the  entire  body  of  our  claims  rests  upon  written  acknowl- 
dgmeuts  by  Venezuela  of  her  indebtedness,  there  would  certainly  be 
o  injustice  or  hardship  in  the  demand.  Venezuela's  only  pretext  in 
aspect  to  the  ^'Aspinwall  claim"  is  that,  while  the  evidences  of  indebt- 
dness  held  admittedly  constitute  a  valid  obligation  against  the  Govern- 
lent.  they  should  be  considered  a  part  of  her  public  debt;  jmd,  as  to 
er  liability  for  the  destruction  of  the  value  of  the  bonds  of  ihe  ^^Eail- 
'ay  of  the  East,"  that,  notwithstanding  the  admission  that  the  Govern- 
lent  seized  the  road,  released  the  subscribers  to  the  stock  (itself 
fednded)  from  liability  for  their  unpaid  subscriptions,  and  then  sold 
be  whole  enterprise  to  an  English  party,  taking  payment  in  tl^e  dis- 
barge  of  a  portion  of  the  Venezuelan  public  debt,  still  the  bondholders 
bould  follow  the  rifled  ^^caja"  of  the  company,  and  not  the  Government — 
xe  plunderer  who  appropriated  the  contents  and  extinguished  the 
)rporation. 

We  respectfully  submit  that  the  alternative  should  be  presented  to 
enezaela  of  making  payment  of  our  claims  as  demanded  or  referring 
lem  at  once  for  a(]ljudication  under  the  treaty. 
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In  any  event,  surely  tlie  failure  to  join  a  conspiracy  to  rob  afowig 
government,  through  tlie  lorms  of  corrupted  international  prooedii 
ought  not  to  be  punished,  not  only  by  that  government's  contioii 
evasion  of  our  just  demands,  but  also  by  the  refusal  of  our  ownOi 
ernment  to  secure  for  us  at  least  the  same  consideration  that  it  ■ 
exact  for  those  whose  corrupt  course  has  come  quite  near  iiivolviDgt 
national  honor,  and  might  well  be  held  to  have  forfeited  all  daimi 
the  interposition  of  the  Government  in  their  behall 
With  respectful  submission. 

Henbt  Woodbupp, 
Of  Counsel  far  the  ^^AspinwaU^  and 
^^ Railway  of  ike  JBaei^  Olaimamk 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 

Depabticent  op  Statb, 

Washingtonj  January  24, 1881 

SiB:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  inquiring  « 
the  cause  of  the  suspension  of  the  Venezuelan  Claims  GommiH 
Convention. 

I  am  constrained  to  say  in  reply  that  the  Department  is  not  noi 
a  position  to  make  a  definite  announcement  in  respect  to  the  new  ( 
vention  which  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  requested  the  Pi 
dent  to  negotiate. 

An  effort  is  now  being  made  to  arrange  the  difficulties  that  h 
arisen,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  successful  result  may  yet  be  reached. 
I  am^  sir^  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  L.  BlYES, 

Assistant  Seeretof] 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Bayard. 

'Sbw  Tobk  City,  May  22, 188t 

Sib:  A  copy  of  a  letter  purporting  to  have  been  addressed  to; 
on  the  28th  day  of  January  last  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Murray  reached  hm 
this  city  after  my  return  here  on  the  2d  of  February.  During  m 
weeks  previous  to  that  date  I  had  been  in  Washington  (at  the  hoti 
have  been  accustomed  to  stop  at  for  many  years)  and  might  easily  lu 
been  communicated  with  by  Mr.  Murray,  of  whose  presence  thcr 
was  advised  by  one  of  his  acquaintances  the  day  after  my  arri^ 
His  proi>osition  might  then  have  been  made  and  met  by  me  in  f 
presence. 

Anticipating  at  that  time  an  early  return  to  Washington^  where 
my  papers  and  documents  relating  to  the  Venezuelan  Oommissioo  bi 
ness  are,  and  not  deeming  the  matter  of  the  lettcor  of  much  momeol 
pressing  importance,  considering  its  authorship^  and  the  eyidai 
already  in  the  Department  in  respect  to  this  bogus  '^  secretary  of  k 
tion,  United  States,^  my  response  has  been  deferred.  Then,  too, II 
reason  to  infer  from  the  tenor  of  a  note  from  your  Department,  reeei' 
a  few  days  before  my  departure,  that  the  negotiations  with  Veneit 
in  respect  to  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  wen 
last  about  closed ;  and  I  am  too  weary  in  this  matter  to  engap 
unnecessary  correspondence. 
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i8 1  find  my  retnrn  to  Washington  will  necessarily  be  ftirther  post- 
:iDed,and  the  Venezuelan  case  seems  to  be  still  pending,  perhaps  some 
:itioe  shoold  be  taken  of  the  letter,  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  miscon- 
TQction  of  my  silence. 

The  charge  to  which  Mr.  Murray  refers  is  simply  a  restatement  in 
Y  letter  of  November  — j  1885,  of  the  finding  of  the  Committee  on 
)reign  Affairs  of  the  Fourty -fourth  Congress.  (Vide  report  by  Judge 
»riDger.)  I  believe  that  letter  contains  a  specific  reference  to  the 
wfs  for  every  fact  stated. 

[f  the  charge  is  *<a  false,  malicious,  and  infamous  libel,"  Mr.  Murray 
3  rested  very  quietly  under  it  for  these  many  years.  Why  should  he 
w  seek  to  affright  me  with  visions  of  law  suits t  His  quarry  are 
Jges  Springer  and  Kice,  whose  respective  reports  upon  the  evidence 
m  not  only  Mr.  Murray's  connection  with  the  petty  De  Hammer  case, 
k  trace  certificates  of  the  commission,  payable  ^^to  bearer,"  amount- 
:  to  9324,733,  into  the  hands  of  this  bogus  <' secretary  of  legation, 
ited  States."  The  livery  of  a  legation,  especially  that  of  Caracas, 
s  certainly  not  of  heaven,  yet  it  should  not  have  been  stolen  and 
m  to  allure  victims  and  cover  the  ^^ plunder."  His  own  graphic  word 
dmitted  to  be  perfectly  descriptive  of  the  result  of  his  professional 
I  bogus  official  life  in  Venezuela. 

Ls  to  the  value  of  Mr.  Murray's  statements  or  his  oath  I  would 
iT  you  to  the  findings  of  the  committees  in  respect  to  his  letter  to 
ior  Kibas,  charge  d'affaires  of  Venezuela,  signed  ^^  Secretary  of  Lega- 
I,  United  State&"  and  the  letter  to  Colonel  Nobles,  of  Beuls,  Nobles 
Sarrison,  the  writing  of  which  he  denied  under  oath.  The  denial 
s  safe,  for  Colonel  Nobles  was  dead. 

certainly  shall  not  go  out  of  my  way  either  to  seek  or  avoid  a  con- 
irersy  of  any  kind  with  a  man  that  I  believe  the  record  shows  to  be 
adept  at  false  pretenses  and  a  perjurer. 

"he  Nareissa  De  Hammer  case,  which  he  singles  out  alone  for  inves- 
ition  as  to  corrupt  division,  involved  only  $50,000.  Possibly  Mr. 
rray  did  not  divide  the  portion  he  received  with  ''  the  United  States 
imissioner."  He  may,  in  that  case,  have  divided  with  the  Vene- 
Ian  commissioner,  or  the  minister,  or  the  umpire;  or,  possibly,  he 
f  have  kept  the  entire  half.  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  admit  that 
kept  all  he  conld  from  the  widow,  and  cheated  his  coconspirators 
of  their  share  in  the  ^^  plunder,"  if  he  found  that  possible.  So  there 
1  be  no  controversy  between  us  on  the  question, 
(ut  neither  Mr.  Murray  nor  the  Widow  De  Hammer  are  very  con- 
nious  figures  in  the  scandalous  business.  His  letter  has  a  tone 
Bzaggerated  importance  that  does  not  well  become  his  subordinate 
t  in  an  in&mous  conspiracy  that  included  a  United  States  minister, 
umpire,  and  international  commissioners.  Nothing  that  might  be 
ermiued  as  to  him  or  the  De  Hammer  case  would  settle  anything, 
lie  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  with  the  evidence, 
on  file,  and  many  of  the  members  are  still  in  official  life  in  Wash- 
ton — Hon.  William  M.  Springer,  Hon.  S.  S.  Cox,  and  others.  They  are 
Mb  matter  most  competent  judges,  better  judges  than  a  petit  jury 
lid  be,  of  the  conduct  and  character  of  Mr.  Murray,  of  Minnesota, 
indeed,  he  is,  as  he  intimates,  a  reputable  man  in  Minnesota,  his  is 
ther  case  marking  deeply  the  distinction  between  reputation  and 
racter. 

efore  closing,  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  one  peculiar 
ore  of  Mr.  MuiTay's  letter.  He  quotes,  ipsissima  verba,  from  my 
sr  to  the  Department  of  State;  apparently  regretting  that  no  copies 
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were  distribated  to  the  pablic.  That  being  so,  might  it  not  be  well  I 
ascertain  tbroagh  what  channel  in  your  Department  thiB  braodet 
bogus  '^Secretary  of  legation,  United  States,"  obtains  information  < 
and  access  to  the  corresx)ondence  with  the  Secretary  of  Statet  T1 
discovery  might  throw  much  light  on  many  of  the  past  phases  of  di 
diplomatically  dark  Venezuela  busiuess.  If  it  should  bring  iuto  vie 
some  of  the  unknown  and  hitherto  undiscoverable  ^^  innocent  holders 
of  certificates  payable  to  ^^  bearer,"  about  whom  so  much  solicitude  wi 
exhibited  in  the  correspondence  of  the  Department  immediately  aft 
the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution,  I  venture  to  assert  that  it  woo 
cause  no  surprise  in  the  breasts  of  the  authors  of  the  several  mo 
recent  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  certain 
would  only  serve  to  confirm  my  own  belief,  which  has  been  fortified] 
most  convincing  evidence  that  ha^  come  to  my  knowledge  Since  ti 
investigation  closed. 

If  parties  now  living,  or  the  representatives  of  any  now  dead,  legi 
these  closing  suggestions  as  an  indirect  assault,  Congress  may  be  ino^ 
to  reox)en  the  investigation,  when  we  will  be  found  prepared  to  m« 
the  charges  directly  and  openly  before  any  committee  having  the  poi 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  An  interested  public  might  then  lei 
why  the  will  of  Congress  and  the  President,  expressed  with  unan 
nity  and  clearness  in  the  joint  resolutton  of  March  3, 1883,  could  i 
no  expression  by  those  who  in  1883-84  formulated  the  corresponde 
with  Venezuela,  but  submitted  instead  of  the  plan  of  that  resolnl 
one  that  would  cover  selected  fraudulent  certificates  in  certain  unde 
nated  hands,  gravely  described  as  <^  innocent,"  and  therefore  under 
peculiar  protection  of  departmental  assistants  posing  in  the  busii 
as  "the  Government." 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henby  Woodrupp, 
0/  Counsel  for  the  ^^Aspinwall^  and 
"  Railway  of  the  East^  Olatmaul 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr,  Bayard. 

New  Yobk  City,  July  P,  188 

Bib:  Unless  it  be  deemed  "incompatible  with  the  public  interesi 
would,  in  behalf  of  my  clients,  who,  in  fact,  have  an  interest  in 
matter,  like  to  know  whether  the  recent  ratification  by  the  Senat 
some  treaty  or  amendment  to  a  treaty  with  Venezuela  closes  the  1< 
drawn  negotiation  or  only  commends  us  to  the  languid  pleasure  of  1 
Government  for  its  concurrence. 
Very  respectfuUy,  yours, 

Hbnry  Woodruff, 
Of  counsel  for  the  ^^Aspinwall^  and 
^^Railioay  of  the  JSast^  clainumi 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  11, 188 

SiB:  In  response  to  your  inquiry  of  the  9th  instant,  in  relatioi 
the  claims  treaty  lately  concluded  between  the  United  States 
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Venttnela,  I  Iiave  to  infonn  yon  that  the  Department  has  not  been 
Mvised  of  what,  if  any,  action  the  Oongrees  of  Yeneznela  has  taken 
Dpon  the  oonvention. 

I  am,  siTi  your  obedient  servanti 

6.  L.  BiYSSy 
Assistant  Seeretarff. 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Bayard. 

Nbw  Yobk  OiTYy  August  28j  1888. 

SiB:  The  passengers  on  board  the  steamer  Caracas  from  Venezuela, 
^t  arrived  here  on  the  14th  instant,  proclaimed  the  ratification  of  the 
^  treaty  with  that  Government,  and  that  the  treaty  came  on  with 
^  steamer.  The  same  information  has  come  in  newspaper  dispatches 
n  Washington,  but  as  yet  I  have  not  noticed  any  proclamation  of 
treaty  by  the  Government. 

r  the  treaty  has  become  a  public  document  1  would  be  pleased  to 
live  a  copy  of  it. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  Henbt  Woodruff. 


Mr.  Bayard  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 

DEPABTMSirr  OF  State, 
Washington,  September  6j  1888. 

k:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  beg  to  say  that  the 
kzuelan  copy  of  the  treaty  ratified  by  the  Government  of  Venezuela 
irrive  in  August,  aud  I  was  notified  on  the  27th  of  that  mouth  of 
act  by  the  newly  appointed  oharg^  d'affaires,  Mr,  Silva,  but  owing 
e  expiration  of  the  period  fixed  in  the  treaty  for  the  exchange  of 
cations  it  is  not  possible  that  such  exchange  should  now  be 
)  until  further  authority  has  been  given  by  each  Government 
(to. 

e  treaty,  therefore,  can  not  be  proclaimed  in  the  absence  of  an 
ftuge  of  ratifications  duly  made  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
reaty  itself. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  F.  Bayabd. 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Bayard. 

New  Yobk  City,  September  17 ^  1888. 

I:  Since  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  6th  instant,  in  reference 
e  failure  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  recent  conven- 
with  Venezuela,  I  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  some  facts  in 
)ct  to  the  ratification  in  Venezuela^ and  the  transmission  of  the 
y  to  this  country.  As  to  some  of  those  fEusts  your  Department 
not  be  advised  through  the  usual  channels, 
vices  received  in  Washington  aud  this  city,  in  July  last,  were, 
before  July  21  (the  date  of  the  sailing  of  the  steamer  Philadelphia 
La  Guaira)  the  Bayard-Soteldo  treaty  bad  been  sent  to  the  Veiie- 
n  Congress  by  President  Paul;  that  it  had  been  approved  by  the 


I 


32  VENEZUELA  CLAIMS. 

Senate,  and  ^'  would  be  by  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  within  five 
days." 

A  well-informed  Venezuelan,  a  resident  of  Caracas,  who  waB  spAS^ 
senger  by  the  steamer  Caracm^  that  sailed  from  La  Gnaira  on  the  7Uirf 
Augast  and  arrived  here  at  midday  on  the  14th  of  August,  stated  ihftt 
the  steamer  had  been  detained  for  a  day,  that  the  ratified  treat;  might 
be  brought  on.  The  steamer  made  the  passage  in  the  usual  time.  Tbe 
ratified  treaty  was  doubtless  in  Washington  on  the  morning  of  the  15tb 
of  August  last,  the  day  wlien  (as  the  public  press  has  advised  ub]  ^ 
ratifications  were  to  be  exchanged. 

The  Venezuelan  Government  certainly  knew  whether  or  not  it  had* 
representative  in  Washington  competent  to  make  the  exchange;  vA 
could  have  had  one  there  if  it  had  so  desired.  (Telegraphic  commani' 
cation  between  Caracas  and  Washington  was  established  early  in  Jaly*) 
It  is  now  stat<ed  that  a  most  unfortunate  error  made  by  a  clerk  ia  ^ 
Venezuelan  copy  of  the  treaty  would  also  have  prevented  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  on  the  15th  ultimo.  It  was  scarcely  to  be  expected 
that  the  treaty  could  survive  two  such  unfbrtunate  mistakes. 

Tbe  subordinates  of  the  Venezuelan  Government  are  now,  evidentls 
taking  their  part  in  the  plan  of  delay  that  has  been  so  suocessfall 
practiced  by  subordinates  since  both  Governments  agreed  upon  Ui 
plan  of  settlement  directed  by  our  Government  in  the  joint  reaolatk 
of  March  3, 1883. 

Is  it  not  possible,  in  some  straightforward  and  speedy  way,  to  thwa 
the  malign  influence  that  seems  about  to  add  another  year,  with  i 
possible  chapter  of  accidents,  to  the  eighteen  years  already  given  to: 
infamous  conspiracy  that  has  included  in  its  bonds  officials  of  bo 
Governments  t  Of  course  we  are  helpless  in  the  hands  of  theGovei 
meut.  Is  the  Government  itself  helpless  and  to  be  longer  trifled  wit 
It  must  not. 

I  beg  to  be  pardoned  for  offering  a  suggestion.  If  the  Venezud 
Government,  by  its  charg6  d'affaires,  presents  the  treaty  that  was, 
fact,  ratified  and  in  Washington  on  the  15th  August,  might  not  1 
Executive  (the  Senate  concurring)  waive  the  limitation  as  to  time 
formal  exchange f  Then  action  upon  the  part  of  the  executives  of  Ix 
Governments,  in  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners,  might  be  tali 
as  curing  the  failure  of  their  agents  to  make  the  exchange  of  papc 
in  fact  completed  and  ready  for  exchange,  at  the  time  and  place  nan 
in  the  treaty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henbt  Woodbupp, 
Of  Counsel  for  the  ^^AspintctUl^  and 
^'Railway  of  the  East^  OUUmaiUi 


Mr.  Adee  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 

Depabtment  op  Statb, 
Washingtofiy  September  1%  1888 

Sib:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  in  regard  to  1 
Venezuelan  claims  treaty. 

The  subject  to  which  the  letters  relates  is  receiving  theconsident 
of  the  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alyet  a.  Adse, 
Second  Assistant  Secretary 
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Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Rives, 

New  Yobk  City,  November  14^  1888. 

mmt  me  to  inquire  whether  those  exercising  the  powers  of 
aelan  Grovernment  have  succeeded  (of  course  contrary  to  their 
)  in  making  it  impossible,  apparently,  to  exchange  the  ratifl- 
tbe  new  treaty  with  that  Government  till  after  next  March  f 
Venezuelan  Congress  meet«  the  Ist  of  February  ensuing,  and, 
nderstood,  always  meets  promptly  when  the  executive  head 
public  desires  that  it  shall  so  meeL  would  it  be  unreasonable 
t  good  faith  be  not  only  expressed  but  exhibited  by  that  Gov- 
Y  its  taking  action  to  secure  a  prompt  assembling  of  its  Gon- 
an  immediate  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  long 
reatyf  That  could  easily  be  done  and  the  ratifications 
in  Washington  by  the  15th  of  February  ensuing, 
y  English  gunboats  that  can  secure  reparation  from  Yene- 
in  thirty  daysf  The  business  of  our  Navy  has  been  to 
h  pomp,  her  exiled  dead.  The  result  of  our  diplomacy  with 
.r,  nothing. 
7  respectfully,  yours, 

Henby  Woodbuff. 


Mr.  Bives  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 

Department  of  State, 

Wa^hington^  November  15j  1888, 

lave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 

which  you  inquire  in  regard  to  the  exchange  of  <'the  ratifi- 

he  new  treaty  with"  the  Government  of  Venezuela. 

I  have  to  state  that  negotiations  are  still  pending  with  the 

1  Government. 

f  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  G.  L.  HrvES, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr,  Blaine. 

Nbw  York,  April  J93j  1889. 

you  are,  presumably,  informed  of  the  status  of  our  long- 
ntroversy  with  Venezuela,  I  need  not  reproduce  here  what 
[>ondence  on  the  subject  in  the  Department  of  State  fully 
My  letter  of  November,  1885,  to  the  Department  gives  a 
the  case  up  to  the  time  just  antecedent  to  the  signing  of 
for  the  appointment  of  a  new  commission.  That  treaty,  rati- 
h  Governments,  was  not  ^^exchanged"  last  summer  because 
the  Venezuelan  copy  did  not  arrive  in  Washington  within 
nited ;  besides,  there  was  a  mistranslation  or  ambiguity  in  it. 
lents  had  all  the  eii'ectthat  design  could  have  had  in  accom- 
ilay. 

^mentary  convention,  extending  the  time  for  the  exchange 
atory  of  the  ambiguous  provision^  was  promptly  ratified  by 
December  5, 1888.  It  has  awaited  the  meeting  of  the  Vene- 
gress  for  ratification  by  that  Government.  Considering  the 
protestations  of  good  faith  upon  the  part  of  that  Goveru- 
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ment,  it  was  supposed  that  its  action  would  be  prompt  and  conclosive. 
The  advices  from  Caracas,  by  the  steamer  that  arrived  last  Wednes- 
day, give  no  confirmation  to  that  hope.  The  Venezuelan  Congress  that 
should,  under  their  coustitution,  have  met  on  the  22d  of  February  last, 
has  certainly  been  in  session  since  the  14th  of  March  during  two  or 
three  days  of  each  week,  but,  while  giving  precedence  to  new  pabUc 
contracts  and  internal  affairs,  has  left  the  treaty,  together  with  digni^ 
of  ^^  The  United  States  of  the  North  "  waiting  at  the  door. 

Venezuela  had  a  grievance  that  demanded  redress.  That  has  been 
accorded.  Her  duty  of  prompt  acceptance  of  the  new  tribunal  is  clear. 
We  respectfully  suggest  that  Venezuela's  discussion  of  the  duty  of  this 
Government  under  the  '< Monroe  doctrine"  and  her  proposed  arbitra- 
tion with  England  may  well  be  postponed  until  our  differences  with 
Venezuela  have  been  finally  adjusted. 

In  view  of  past  experiences  and  the  discovered  attempts  to  form  nev 
combinations  with  the  material  of  the  old  conspiracy  (that  seems  to 
have  had  its  ramifications  even  outside  the  commission  and  the  lega- 
tion), we  have  become  suspicious  of  delays  that  appear  to  be  the  result 
of  cooperative  methods  rather  than  of  accidents  or  necessity.  It  may 
be  considered  a  shrewd  scheme  to  finally  defeat  the  new  treaty  and 
then  fall  back  on  the  old  ^^certificates"  that  issued  out  of  the  oorrapt 
conspiracy,  their  payment  being  then  demanded  upon  the  one  side  and 
not  seriously  resisted  on  the  other  because  of  the  interest  acquired  or 
quenched  by  official  negotiators.  A  scheme  of  this  character  was 
exposed  some  years  since,  its  existence  being  proven  by  the  correspoDd- 
ence.  It  is  said  to  have  been  revived  since,  in  a  modified  form,  and 
unblushingly  proposed  to  a  former  Secretary  of  State. 

The  merit  of  such  a  scheme,  you  will  readily  perceive,  consists  in  the 
possibility  of  thus  finally  distributing  a  large  portion  of  the  << plunder" 
among  those  engaged  in  the  original  and  the  later  oonspirades,  and 

Ereventing  any  adjudication  upon  the  claims  of  those  who  have  declined 
)  engage  in  the  corrupt  and  corrupting  conspiracies.  Certainly  neither 
the  action  nor  the  nonaction  of  the  Department  of  State  can  be  relied 
on  to  bring  the  long  controversy  to  that  discreditable  end. 

Telegraphic  communication  with  Caracas  has  long  been  established. 
The  Venezuelan  minister  can  learn  any  day  the  purposes  or  action  of 
his  Government.  Another  postponement  of  action  tUl  the  last  days 
of  the  session  of  their  Congress  that  would  necessarily  preclude  any 
correction  of  error,  and,  if  not  final,  postpone  any  possibility  of  peace- 
ful action  for  another  year,  would  doubtless  be  followed  by  many  res! 
or  feigned  regrets  upon  the  part  of  those  who  have  had  immediate 
charge  of  the  correspondence  in  this  long-pending  matter. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Henbt  Woodeupp, 
Of  Counsel  for  the  ^^Aspinwall^  and 

^^Railway  of  the  Eastj^  Claimantt. 


Mr,  Wharton  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 

Depabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  May  6j  1889. 
Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  23d  ultimo, 
calling  attention  to  the  nonaction  of  the  Venezuelan  Congress  on  the 
supplementary  convention  signed  at  Washington  the  5th  October, 
1888,  between  the  United  States  and  Venezuela,  "to  further  extend  t!»« 
period  fixed  for  the  exchange  tff  ratifications  of  the  convention  of 
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December  5, 1885,  and  to  extend  the  period  for  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  convention  of  March  15, 1888." 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WiLLLAJi  F.  WHAETOH, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Blaine. 

New  York  Oity,  June  26y  18S9. 

Sm:  The  steamer  from  Venezuela  that  arrived  in  this  port  the  last 
s^eek  in  May  brought  the  intelligence  that  the  long-pending  treaty 
Mrith  that  Government  and  the  sapplements  thereto  had  all  been  rati- 
fied by  the  Yeuezaelan  Gongiess,  and  that  the  papers  were  on  board, 
in  the  hands  of  a  bearer  of  dispatches  to  the  Venezuelan  legation  in 
W^ashington. 

It  was  supposed  that  an  exchange  of  the  ratifications  would  take  place 
luite  immediately,  and  probably  it  did;  but  we  have  failed  to  see  any 
ftDDouncement  of  the  fact  or  any  notice  of  a  promulgation  of  the  treaty, 
[f  the  exchange  of  the  rati^cations  has  taken  place  it  may  be  a  matter 
of  much  interest  to  citizens  whose  rights  are  affected  by  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  that  they  should  know,  at  the  earliest  possible  day,  its 
Bxact  text,  that  they  may  properly  prepare  their  cases  under  it. 

If  any  promulgation  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  has  been  made  in 
Washington  we  would  be  pleased  to  be  informed  through  what  channel, 
90  that  we  may  secure  a  copy. 

As  it  is  considered  quite  proper  to  suggest  proper  considerations  to 
ii  court  in  respect  to  the  appointment  of  a  referee,  it  can  not  be  out  of 
place  to  say,  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a  commission  under  the 
new  treaty,  that  surely  no  one  that  might  be  proposed  by  or  in  any 
manner  in  alliance  with  the  members  of  the  old  conspiracy  (whether 
they  were  in  private  life  or  official  station)  should  find  a  place  on  the 
Dew  commission.  There  are  many  men  in  the  country  whose  recop^- 
Dized  judicial  ability  and  integrity  would  be  at  once  acknowledged  as 
meeting  the  requirements  of  the  place.  We  only  ask  that  such  an  one 
may  be  given  the  position. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Henry  Woodeufp, 
Of  Counsel  for  the  ^^Aspinwall^  and 

^^ Railway  of  the  East^  Claimants. 

Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Wharton. 

New  Tobk  City,  July  24^  1889. 

SiB:  In  my  mail  of  the  17th  instant  I  received  your  favor  bearing 
iiate  the  11th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  the  Venezuelan  claims  trea- 
ties, in  resxM>nse  to  my  letter  of  the  20th  June. 

It  appears  by  the  printed  document  that  the  treaties  were  proclaimed 
^n  the  4th  of  June,  certainly  not  ^'on  the  housetops''  nor  through  the 
Associated  Press,  or  those  most  deeply  interested  would  have  known 
their  rights  and  duties  and  the  time  limitations  under  which  they  must 
3ct  at  an  earlier  day. 

As  no  public  announcement  of  the  appointment  of  a  commission  on 
bhe  part  of  our  Government  has  yet  been  made,  I  trust  it  will  not  be 
considered  obtrusive  if  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  two- 
tbirds  of  the  time  limited  by  Articles  II  and  III  of  the  treaty  of  5th 
DecembeTi  1885^  has  passed,  leaving  but  a  brief  time  for  the  ten  d»i^^ 
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oousoltation  of  the  two  commissioners  and  the  possible  necessity  of  a 
designation  of  the  third  commissioner  by  the  minister  of  Russia  or  Swit- 
zerland*   Those  ministers  can  not  be  expected  to  act  in  a  day. 

No  specific  time  within  the  three  months  being  fixed  for  the  meeting 
of  the  two  commissioners  first  appointed,  but  all  the  commissioDers 
provided  for  by  Article  II  being  required  by  Article  III,  as  "the  com- 
missioners so  appointed,"  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington  "within 
three  months  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications"  of  the  treaty,  it 
would  seem  like  putting  iu  peril  the  execution  of  the  treaty  to  delay  the 
appointments. 

That  the  Government  of  Venezuela,  the  debtor,  should  embraee 
offered  opportunities  for  delay  might  naturally  be  expected;  but  we 
ought  (notwithstanding  some  rather  saddening  experiences  in  the  past 
through  subordinate  officers  in  this  matter)  to  be  justified  in  hoping 
better  things  of  our  own  Government. 

If  the  Venezuelan  Government  has  not  yet  made  its  nppointmentit 
might  be  well  to  cull  the  attention  of  its  minister  to  the  narrowing  limits 
of  the  time  for  action  under  Articles  II  and  III  of  the  treaty. 

As  there  is  telegraphic  communication  with  Caracas,  action  maybe 
expedited. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Henry  Woodrupp, 
Of  Counsel  for  the  ^^Aspintrall^  and 

^^Railicay  of  the  Uast^  Olaimanti^ 

Mr,  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Blaine, 

New  York  City,  October  a,  ^889, 

Sir:  As  under  the  treaty  of  December  5, 1885,  for  a  reopening  of  tbe 
claims  of  citizens  of  the  CTuited  States  against  the  Government  of  Vene- 
zuela, the  commission  organized  thereunder,  "if  required,"  shall  "hear 
one  person  on  behalf  of  each  government  on  every  separate  claim,"  I, 
as  attorney  and  counsel  for  Flanagan,  Bradley,  Clark  &  Co.,  and  myself, 
whose  claims  have  been  duly  filed  with  said  commission,  respectfully 
ask  that  the  commission  be  requiied  to  hear  me  as  the  counsel  therein 
upon  the  merits  of  said  claims. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Woodruff. 


Mr,  A  dee  to  Mr,  Woodruff, 

Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingtonj  October  18, 1889, 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  requesting  permission  to  appear 
before  the  American  and  Venezuelan  Claims  Commission  in  the  interest 
of  certain  claimants  named  by  you,  has  been  referred  to  that  commissioii. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alvey  a.  Adee, 
Second  Assistant  Secretari/, 


Mr,  Woodruff  to  Mr,  Blaine, 

Ebbitt  House, 
Washington^  S^tember  i,  1890, 

Sir  :  In  the  diplomatic  correspondence  accompanying  the  President's 
message  of  January  27, 1885,  in  Executive  Document  Ko.  62,  Senate, 
second  session  Forty-eighth  Congress,  it  is  stated  that  Venezuela  an- 
nounced; through  her  minister  of  foreign  relations,  the  '*  determination 
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of  President  Oazman  Blanco  to  ^deposite'  the  monthly  quotns  assigned 
to  the  United  States  in  Caracas  instead  of  ^depositing  them  in  Wash- 
ington.'"   (Vide  p.  12  of  Doc.  62,  et«.) 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  Venezuelan  Gk)yemment  made  those 
^'deposits"  in  Caracas  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  for  the  payment  of  the 
awards  that  might  be  made  by  the  new  commission. 

Venezuela  made  the  last  payment  here  to  that  fund  in  1878.  The 
payments  were  <^  deemed  to  have  ceased  from  the  1st  day  of  April, 
1883."  (Vide  treaty  1885,  Art.  VII.)  There  must,  therefore,  be  now 
on  ^^ deposit"  in  Caracas  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  a  sum  equal  to  tiie 
interest  on  the  whole  amount  of  the  old  awards  for  some  five  years, 
about  $312,000. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  Venezuela  should  be  required  to 
pay  over  this  amount>  that  it  may  be  at  once  added  to  the  fund  now 
here,  for  pro  rata  distribution  on  the  awards  made  by  the  new  com- 
mission. 

Yezy  respectfully^ 

Henbt  Woodruff, 
Of  Counsel  for  the  ^^Aspinwall^  and 

^^ Railway  of  the  East^  Claimant 


Mr.  Woodruff  to  Mr.  Blaine. 

Ebbitt  House, 

Washington^  D.  0.,  November  19y  1890. 

Sir:  By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  CTnited 
States  and  Venezuela  Claims  Commission  to  the  Hon.  John  Little, 
chairman  of  the  commission  that  recently  closed  its  sessions  in  this 
city,  and  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commission,  now  on  file 
in  the  Department  of  State,  you  will  notice  that  two  claims  left  unde- 
termined by  the  coiQmission  were,  in  the  brief  language  of  the  record, 
**  Dismissed  without  prejudice  to  other  prosecution  of  the  claim."  They 
irere  (1)  the  claim  of  the  undersigned,  in  respect  to  certain  bonds 
^Docket  No.  25,  old  No.  47),  and  (2)  the  claim  of  Flanagan,  Bradley, 
€lark  &  Co.  (Docket  No.  20,  old  No.  46). 

The  reasons  given  for  this  action  of  the  commission  will  be  found  in 
the  opinions  of  the  commissioners  in  these  cases.  The  presiding  com- 
missioner. Little,  in  closing  his  opinion  in  reference  to  the  case  of  the 
imdersigned  upon  the  bonds,  says: 

She  (Yeneznela)  has  all  the  valnable  property  imported  for  the  road  and  the 
benefit  of  the  labor  and  money  expended  thereon  by  the  contractors,  nothing  ever 
luTing  been  paid  for  them  save  the  bonds.  Were  there  time  I  would  enter  the 
allowance,  and  leave  to  either  party  to  move  for  a  new  hearing. 

I  musty  Uierefore,  dissent  from  the  conclusion  of  my  colleagues  to  dismiss  this 
^ase.  As  it,  with  No.  20,  is  to  be  dismissed,  however,  I  quite  agree  this  should  be 
^ODs  without  prejudice.  The  failure  of  Venezuela  to  produce  the  proofs  called  for, 
and  which  it  was  reasonably  expected  b;^  the  claimants  she  would  be  able  to  supply 
^csTee  the  cases  in  a  condition  of  submission,  not,  in  my  opinion,  contemplated  by 
the  treaty. 

This  disposition  of  the  cases  having  been  made,  the  undersigned 
Altered  before  the  commission  his  formal  protest  against  the  withhold- 
^g  by  the  defendant  Government  of  papers  called  for  by  the  commis- 
sion as  early  as  November,  1889,  the  most  important  of  which  papers 
>rere  of  a  nature  that  left  no  room  for  doubt  but  that  they  were  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government  of  Venezuela.  Of  such  are  (No.  4  on 
the  list  of  papers  demanded)  ''the  contract  of  the  Government  of 
Teneznela  with  Arthur  Clarke  for  the  binding  of  said  line  of  railroad" 
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To  avoid  all  doubt  and  fntare  qnestion  I  have  thought  it  would  be 
well  to  have  the  bill  give  specific  anthority  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
make  the  application  and  distribution  of  the  moneys  as  I  have  al)ove 
indicated.  The  draft  amendment  I  have  appended  to  the  inclosed  bill 
would,  I  think,  effect  that  purpose,  and  would  doubtless  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  Congress  if  assured  that  it  met  the  approval  of  the 
Department  of  State. 

Very  respectfully,  Hbnby  Woodruff. 

Of  Counselj  etc 

P.  S. — Deducting,  however,  from  the  accretions  of  said  ftinds  before 
making  such  credit  in  favor  of  the  Venezuelan  Gk>vemment,  th&  amonnt 
of  the  loss  suffered  by  the  Gk>vemment  of  the  United  States  on  acoonnt 
of  interest  and  exchange  in  respect  to  the  payments  heretofore  made  on 
said  awards,  and,  further,  reserving  such  sum  therefrom  as  the  Secie> 
tary  of  State  may  deem  sufficient  to  cover  any  further  losses  in  interest 
and  exchange  as  may  occur  in  respect  to  future  payments  upon  said 
awards,  and,  upon  such  application  being  made,  any  remainiiig  babuoee 
flhall  be  distcibuted  as  a  part  of  said  fund. 


Mr.  Uhl  to  Mr.  Woodruff. 

Department  of  State, 
WashingtoUj  May  25 j  1894. 

Sm:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  suggesting  th«l 
if,  by  the  bill  pending  in  Congress,  the  ^'accretions"  on  the  moneys  paid 
by  Venezuela  in  satisfaction  of  the  awards  of  the  mixed  commissioD 
are  to  be  credited  to  that  Government,  as  a  matter  of  equity  the  loflses 
caused  to  the  holders  of  the  awards  by  the  use  of  time  drafts  and  by 
exchange  should  be  debited  to  it. 

Your  suggestion  has  had  careful  consideration.    It  is  found  that  the  | 
loss  in  interest  through  payments  in  time  drafts  has  up  to  this  time 
amounted  to  $7,433.64,  while  the  loss  by  exchange  has  amounted  to 
$4,118.13. 

Since  the  question  of  the  application  of  the  ^^ accretions"  has  been 
brought  before  Congress  by  the  claimants,  the  Department  does  not 
feel  it  would  be  proper  for  it  to  make  suggestions  on  the  subject  of 
deductions  on  account  of  losses  in  interest  and  exchange.  The  claim- 
ants themselves  should  do  this. 

As  regards  the  question  of  exchange,  the  respective  rights  of  the  two 
(Governments  would  seem  to  depend  on  the  place  where  the  money  vas 
payable.  This  place  was  not  iixed  by  the  treaty.  If  the  analogies  of; 
municipal  law  be  consulted,  it  is  found  that  by  the  common  law,  pre- 
vailing in  this  country,  the  debtor  must  seek  the  creditor  to  make  pig- 
ment, but  the  general  rule  of  the  civil  law,  which,  it  is  supposed,  preTaSs 
in  Venezuela,  is  the  reverse  of  this. 

In  respect  to  the  place  of  payment  and  the  incidental  question  of  loss 
by  exchange,  it  is  found  that  this  Department  several  years  ago  com- 
mitted itself  to  some  extent  to  the  view  that  the  payments  might  bo 
made  in  Caracas. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

Edwin  F.  Uhl, 
Acting  BtoretttfTf' 
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iMt  ofclaimi  presented  after  August  Ij  1868^  and^  bo  far  as  appears^  not 
settled  by  Venezuela  nor  disposed  of  by  the  commission  of  1889-90, 

HanagiDg  owners  of  schooner  Mark  Oray^  for  $1,537.50  damages  by 
detention  fifty  days  at  Maracaibo. 

William  Qairk,  injuries  by  aatborities  of  Venezuela  in  April,  1871. 
Letter  of  Mr.  AshtOD,  October  2, 1889.    Adequate  indemnity  requested. 

A.  T.  Stnbbs,  injuries  to  the  cargo  of  the  Jennie  A,  Stubbsj  at  Mara- 
caibo, in  1878. 

Note. — As  to  the  claims  brought  before  the  commission  of  1889-90, 
rhich  were  *^  dismissed  without  prejudice,"  etc,  I  append  part  of  page 
[9  of  the  report  of  that  commission. 

In  but  one  of  tbese  ten  cases  do  I  find  that  the  claim  has  again  been 
^resented  since  the  date  when  thus  dismissed,  and  that  is  the  Jarvis 
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SdSesaum.      ]  \    No.  224. 


JffiOBIVING  OLEBK  IN  GENERAL  STOREHOUSES,   NAVY- 
YAED,  LEAGUE  ISLAND,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


LETTER 

FROM 


"THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRAN8M1TTIKO 

^OPT  OF  A  COMMUIVICATION  FROM  THB  8BCRETAR7  OF  THB 
HAV7,  SIJBMITTINGh  AN  BSTIMATB  OF  APPROPRIATION  FOR 
ONB  RECBIVING  CLBRK  IN  aUNERAL  STORBHOUBBS  AT  THB 
HAVT-TARD,  USAaUB  ISLAND,  PBNNSYLVANIA. 


ftpRiL  5y  1888. — ^Beferred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Tbeasubt  Depabtment, 

Offige  of  the  SeGBETABT| 
Washingi4>nj  D.  0.,  Aj^l  4, 1898. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of 
C3ongre«s,  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of 
Uie  2d  instant,  submitting  an  estimate  of  appropriation  for  one  receiv- 
ing clerk  in  general  storehouses  at  the  navy-yard.  League  Island,  Penn- 
sylvania, for  inclusion  in  the  naval  appropriation  bill  now  pending. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

L.  J.  OAaE,  Secretary. 
The  Pbbsident  of  the  Senate. 


Navy  Depabtment, 

Washingtofij  April  i,  1898. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  for  transmission  to  Con- 
fess, to  be  included  in  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  an  estimate  of  an 
Appropriation  of  $1,000,  under  the  caption  <<Oivil  establishment,  Bureau 
M  Supplies  and  Accounts,"  subhead,  "Navy-yard,  League  Island,  Penn- 
sylvania,'' for  one  receiving  clerk  in  general  storehouse.  In  connection 
^ith  this  estimate  I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  19th  ultimo. 
Mdressed  by  the  general  storekeeper  at  the  League  Island  Navy-Yara 
fcf>  the  commandant  of  that  yard,  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing for  this  receiving  clerk. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 
The  Secbetabt  of  the  Tbeasuby. 


2         CLERK  AT   NAVY-TABD,  LEAGUE   ISLAND,  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Umitbd  States  Natt-Tard, 

League  leland,  Pa.,  Marek  19,  ISSi. 

Sir:  On  the  27th  Janaary,  1897.  I  reported  the  importance  of  proTidinr  fori 
receiver  in  this  department,  on  the  general  ground  that,  howoTor  limited  in  iti 
operations,  and  altliough  a  mere  skeleton  of  an  organization  may  be  mainteiMd,  i 
competent  receiver  is  indispensable  to  the  proper  working  of  a  general  store  in  evvf 
open  yard. 

Upon  the  person  oconpying  that  position  the  head  of  the  departmeat  maitdepcBd 
for  aeonrate  reports  of  stores  received  and  shipped,  for  inrormation  required  Ij 
other  heads  of  departments,  and  by  boards  of  surveys  and  inspection,  and  foroa>- 
veying  and  enforcing  orders  regarding  same.  A  man  of  more  than  ordinary  sbililif 
is  needed  for  that  puq>ose. 

The  special  laborer  who  at  present  acts,  and  for  a  long  period  has  acted  in  ^ 
capacity,  is  not  qualitied  for  all  the  dnties  and  r^onsi  bill  ties  of  the  position. 

As  receivers  are  among  the  appointments  provided  for  by  acta  of  Congreta,  I  1n( 
to  snggest  that  the  attention  of  the  Bnrean  of  Supplies  and  Aocoonts  be  inntod  i 
the  importance  of  ))rocuring  an  appropriation  for  a  receiver  at  this  general  ftan 
daring  the  present  bession  of  Congress.  | 

Very  respectfully,  J.  A.  Smtth, 

PojflHnetar,  U.  8,  N.,  C^meral  Stenismftr, 

The  COMKANDAMT, 

United  Statee  Navy- Yard,  League  leland,  Pa. 


Eeiimatea  of  ajmropriaHone  remUredfor  Vie  service  of  theJUeal  fear  emdka§  Jwae  SO^  19$^ 
oy  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department, 

1 

Civil  establishment,  Bnrean  of  Supplies  and  Accounts: 

Navy-yard,  League  Island,  Pennsylvania:  In  general  storehouse,  1 

receiving  clerk  (submitted) $1,OOQ.OQ 

Amount  appropriated  for  the  current  fiscal  year  ending  June  2K),  1886.  70,433.0 
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Tuesday,  March  22^  1898. 

The  committee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Present:  Senators  Hale  (chairman),  Perkins,  Ohandler,  Piatt  of  New 
^<vk,  Hanna,  Tillman,  Martin,  Butler,  and  McEnery. 

Also  Hon.  Theodore  Boosevelt,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 
Kear-Admiral  E.  O.  Matthews,  Assistant  Naval  Oonstmctor  R.  B. 
Oashiell,  Hon.  Israel  F.  Fischer,  Hon.  J.  0.  S.  Blackburn,  Mr.  Lyonel 
Clark,  Mr.  W.  N.  Dykman,  Mr.  B.  A.  Oolonna,  Mr.  Wallace  Downey, 
md  Mr.  T.  Clyde. 

The  Chairman  (Senator  Hale.)  This  hearing  has  been  requested 
by  Senator  Piatt  of  New  York,  who  introduced  on  the  18th  of  January 
Last  the  following  amendment  intended  to  be  proposed  by  him  to  the 
Ciaval  appropriation  bill: 

^^The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  authorized  at  his  discretion  to 
enter  into  a  contract  for  the  docking  of  vessels  of  the  Navy  for  a  period 
of  twenty  years;  and  the  Government  shall  have  the  privilege  of  exten- 
sion of  this  period :  PraviAed^  That  such  dock  shiJl  afford  all  the  facili- 
ties needed:  And  provided  further  j  That  such  docking  service  shall  be 
K*endered  at  a  steel,  floating  dry  dock  of  the  design  and  pattern  known 
^8  the  Clark  and  Stanfleld  model,  to  be  located  in  the  harbor  of  New 
STork:  And primdtd further ^TbAt  the  total  cost  to  the  Government 
iuder  such  contract  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ninety  thousand  dollars 
per  annum :  Providedj  That  under  the  contract  the  Government  must 
bave  the  use  of  this  dock  for  a  period  of  one  hundred  days  each  year, 
ftnd  that  the  dock  comi>any  shall  furnish  all  labor  and  defray  all  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  docking  of  all  Government  vessels.  In  the 
C2aae  of  war,  or  emergency,  the  Government  must  have  the  use  of  such 
ft  dock  beyond  the  period  of  one  hundred  days  per  annum  if  it  deem  it 
Necessary,  the  compensation  for  such  additional  time  beyond  the  one 
hundred  days  x)er  annum  to  be  determined  and  fixed  by  agreement 
between  the  Navy  Department  and  the  contracting  company;  but  in 
ease  of  failure  to  agree,  by  a  board  of  arbitration  to  consist  of  three 
tnen,  one  to  be  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  one  by  the  con- 
tracting company,  and  the  third  man  to  be  chosen  by  the  two  already 
provid^  for." 

Senator  Piatt,  is  any  one  present  who  represents  the  scheme  set 
&rth  in  this  amen^nentf 

Senator  Platt  of  New  York.  Bepresentative  Fischer  desires  to  be 
lieard. 

8TATEMEHT  OF  HOV.  ISSAEL  ¥.  HSCHEB. 

Bepresentative  Fisohbb.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  simply  want  to  say  that 
I  came  here  to  make  no  argument,  but  to  state  that  the  gentlemen  who 
desire  to  build  tiiis  dock  have  their  industries  located  entirely  within 
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my  district,  and  that  my  presentation  of  their  scheme  to  GongreaB 
to  the  Navy  Department  was  merely  because  they  were  constitc 
of  mino,  and  fdrthermore,  because  I  conceived  the  scheme,  as  I 
studied  it  out,  to  be  a  good  one,  and  I  think  the  Govemmenti 
do  itself  justice  if  it  were  to  enter  into  it.  I  api^ear  here  thi«  moi 
only  to  say  that  I  know  the  gentlemen  who  are  interested  ii 
scheme;  that  they  stand  very  well  in  our  community;  that  the 
responsible  people,  and  would  live  up  to  any  contract  that  mig 
made  between  them  and  the  Government. 

I  am  here,  however,  more  particularly  for  the  purpose  of  statini 
an  article  appeared  in  a  paper  in  my  State  the  other  day  wbid 
that  I  had  some  other  motive.  I  want  to  say  that  I  have  acted  s 
as  a  Bepresentative,  and  would  have  done  the  same  for  Mr.  Dyl 
who  also  has  an  industry  located  in  the  district  I  represent  So 
the  scheme  itself  is  concerned,  they  have  their  own  counsel  ao 
present  the  merits  of  their  case.    With  that  I  have  nothing  to  d< 

The  Chairman.  There  has  been  a  hearing  on  this  matter  befo 
House  Committee  on  Kaval  Affairs  f 

Bepresentative  Fisoheb.  Yes,  sir.  I  appeared  there  on  bel 
Mr.  Downey  and  his  copartners  or  friends  interested  in  the  scbei 
ought  to  add  that  I  asked  some  questions  of  Mr.  Bowles,  navi 
structor,  of  the  Brooklyn  navy-yard,  who  was  present  at  the  ti 
called  on  him  to  answer  some  questions  as  to  Dry  Dock  No.  3, 
simply  asked  him  as  to  his  opinion  concerning  floating  dry  docks 
Bowles  went  on  to  argue  before  the  committ^  that  floating  dry 
were  not  a  success,  and  that  he  disapproved  of  the  Government  o 
renting,  or  expenaing  one  dollar  on  floating  dry  docks.  Since 
made  that  statement  to  the  committee  the  committee  have  ap 
floating  dry  docks,  and  have  provided  that  one  shall  be  built  and 
tained  at  Algiers,  which  is  really  a  portion  of  Kew  Orleans,  hat 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  simply  came  here  to 
for  Mr.  Downey  and  his  confreres. 

Senator  Chandler.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  state  that  I  aski 
Colonna,  who  was  on  the  Coast  Survey  for  many  years  and  noi 
marine  railway  in  Norfolk,  to  come  here,  and  I  did  so  by  your  di 
after  I  had  submitted  his  letter  stating  that  he  was  willing  U 
He  comes,  I  understand,  as  a  disinterested  observer  of  the  e 
and  is  very  much  in  favor  of  floating  docks.  If  Mr.  Colonna  w 
until  after  others  are  heard,  I  should  like  to  have  an  opportuniti; 
to  him  to  say  something  to  the  committee. 


STATEXEHT  OF  HOV.  J.  C.  8.  BLACXBVBH. 

The  Chaibman.  Mr.  Blackburn,  you  appear  here,  I  understs 
Mr.  Downey  t 

Mr.  Blaoebubn.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chaibman.  Let  me  say  before  you  begin  that  there  are 
parties  who  desire  to  be  heard  this  morning,  and  I  do  not  see  thi 
will  be  any  other  opportunity  afforded.  So  I  suggest  that  as  we 
good  many  documents  and  papers  on  the  subject,  and  have  more 
information  upon  it,  all  parties  make  their  statements  as  bi 
possible. 

Mr.  Blagkbubn.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  you  will  allow  me  I  wiD 
illustrate  my  appreciation  of  the  situation  by  taking  the  fewest  i 
of  minutes  possible.    For  a  good  many  years  I  used  to  sit  w 
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here  and  listen  to  ar^ments,  and  I  know  how  tedions  it 

becomes.    I  will  not  undertake  to  make  any  argument.    I 

r  the  first  time  in  my  life  before  a  committee  of  either  House 

38  as  counsel,  retained  in  support  of  an  amendment  offered 

lator  from  Kew  York,  and  I  will  state  the  case  in  a  very  few 

OBHAN.  My  suggestion  was  made  with  a  view  of  having  you^ 

ipon  these  gentlemen  when  they  made  their  statements,  rather* 

yourself. 

.GKBUBK.  Thank  you,  sir. 

mdment  of  Senator  PlattPs  can  be  very  easily  understood.    It 

0  authorize  the  Kavy  Department  to  make  a  contract  with  a 
if  responsible  people,  who  are  to  furnish  all  facilities  for  the 
'  the  ships  of  the  Navy,  giving  a  hundred  days'  service  out 
ar,  for  a  payment  of  not  more  than  990,000.  It  does  not  fix 
Dsation  at  M. 

LiBMAN.  That  is  the  maximum! 

CKBUSN.  That  is  the  maximum.    It  may  be  any  part  of  that 

invite  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  the  Oov^ 

ikes  no  risk.    The  Government  does  not  pay  a  dollar  unless 

service,  and  after  a  satisfactory  fashion.    Then  the  payment 

iremment  is  to  be  determined  in  the  discretion  of  the  Depart- 

irman,  I  want  to  say  that  I  know  there  is  opposition  to  this 
t  of  the  Senator's.  I  understand  that  that  opposition  is  to 
ated  here  this  morning.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  that 
ything  personal  or  of  a  pecuniary  character  involved  in  that 
,  but  I  will  say,  and  upon  the  statement  I  will  challenge 
ion,  that  whether  measured  by  population  or  by  tonnage 
^^ew  York  has  less  docking  facilities  than  any  other  city  on  the 
ky.  I  know  your  dock  No.  3  there.  I  am  afraid  it  is  a  failure* 
^e  to  fear,  if  not  to  believe,  that  it  is  built  upon  a  basis  that 
—a  quicksand  basis.    I  know  the  trouble  that  your  engineer 

1  it  right  now  and  the  court  of  inquiry  that  is  ordered. 

not  dock  the  Oregon  or  the  Indiana  or  the  Iowa  in  a  single 
you  have  got  in  New  York  Harbor.  But  a  little  while  ago 
ne  of  your  great  battle  ships  to  an  English  dock  and  docked 
I  have  a  right  to  assume  that  it  was  because  you  could  not 
re  at  home. 

Tttj«man.  It  could  have  been  docked  at  Port  Boyal. 
LOKBUBN.    If  that  dock  could  have  been  approached.    I 
kre  told  that  Mr.  Huntington  is  going  to  build  a  great  dock 

at  Newport  News,  but  the  Government  has  no  guaranty  for 
>ody  stands  sponsor  for  that  promise.  There  is  not  a  bond 
md  there  is  no  guaranty  for  it.  It  looks  to  me  like  an  afOi- 
k  continuance. 

)d  more  docking  facilities.  I  am  not  going  to  allude  to  the 
>f  the  country  just  at  this  time  that  promises  war.  There  are 
i  who  do  not  believe  that  there  is  going  to  be  any  war.  I  do 
e  it.  But  suppose  there  was.  You  can  not  fight  your  ships 
L  contemplate  having  your  ships  crippled  and  wounded.  You 
irgeons  on  your  ships  to  take  care  of  the  crippled  seamen,  but 
)  me  that  you  are  making  no  provision  to  take  care  of  crippled 
ch  is  a  great  deal  more  important, 
is  would  be  an  anxiliary.    These  people  propose  one  thing, 
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and  that  is  to  expend,  in  round  numbers,  a  million  and  a  quarter  of 
money,  and  to  ask  no  return  except  for  service  rendered,  which  servioe 
the  Government  through  its  Kavy  Department  shall  first  say  is  satis- 
factory.   It  fixes  a  limit. 

If  there  be  objection  because  this  amendment  of  Senator  Piatt's  pro- 
poses a  certain  description  of  dock,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  only  answer 
is,  let  those  who  have  any  other  sort  of  a  dock  which  they  tlunk  is  « 
good  one  come  up  and  prove  their  faith  by  their  works  and  offer  to  baild 
one  and  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  to 
make  terms  and  bind  the  Gk)vernment  by  contract. 

Senatcn*  Tillman.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  got  in  a  little  late  I  should 
like  to  know  what  proposition  is  pending  that  the  Senator  is  discussing. 

Mr.  Blaoebubn.  If  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  will  permit  me, 
I  will  state  that  this  is  a  proposition  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Kavy  to  make  a  contract. 

The  Chairman.  I  hand  you  the  amendment  offered  by  Senator  PlatI, 
which  will  best  answer  the  question. 

Mr.  Blackburn.  I  know  very  well  that  there  are  docking  interests 
in  the  city  of  New  York  that  would  be  affected  by  the  enactment  of 
this  amendment.  They  do  not  want  it,  and  they  are  not  to  be  blamed 
for  their  opposition.  It  is  perfectly  proper  that  they  should  oppose  it 
But  I  insist  that  this  is  a  fair  proposition,  because  it  nowhere  goes 
beyond  the  discretion  of  the  Navy  Department.  That  Department  will 
fix  by  contract  the  compensation.  These  gentlemen  will  spend  a  mil- 
lion and  more  of  money  in  their  effort  to  supply  the  Oovemment  wiUi 
the  docking  facilities  that  it  needs  for  its  Navy. 

This  dock  will  have  500  feet,  with  a-probable  extension  to  600  and  odd 
feet.  The  biggest  battle  ship  you  have  got,  I  think,  is  378  feet  In 
other  words,  in  the  event  of  war  we  will  not  have  to  ask  the  enemy 
to  let  us  dock  our  ships  on  their  docks. 

You  know  the  rule  is  that  twice  a  year  you  have  to  overhaul  these 
ships.  Their  condition  depends  upon  the  waters,  whether  north  or 
south,  to  which  they  are  assigned.  We  have  not  those  dockings  facili- 
ties now.  New  York  is  the  second  city  in  the  world  in  point  of  popular 
tion.  I  am  not  willing  to  admit  that  she  is  even  the  seoond  dty  in 
point  of  power  or  importance. 

If  there  be  objection  made  from  any  quarter  to  this  proposition,  I 
answer  and  say  that  there  is  before  you  right  now  a  naval  representa- 
tive of  your  Government  who  was  commissioned  to  report,  and  who 
reported  in  favor  of  this  very  species  of  dock. 

I  wish  to  say  further  that  there  are  two  men  here,  one  an  English- 
man, who  is  an  expert,  and  the  other  Mr.  Downey,  who  represents  fte 
company  that  proposes  to  tio  this  work.  They  are  the  parties  and  only 
one  other  party  that  I  wanted  this  committee  to  hear  from,  and  that 
other  is  the  honorable  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Boosevelt, 
who  is  here. 

If  this  is  not  the  best  dock,  the  Department  will  not  adopt  it.  If  it 
is  the  best  dock,  the  Department  will  make  no  contract  in  which  the 
Government  is  not  absolutely  protected.  In  other  words,  Senator 
Piatt's  amendment  as  proposed  here  simply  asks  to  confer  upon  tiiat 
Department  the  authority  and  power  to  make  a  contract  on  their  own 
terms,  if  it  can  be  done,  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  the  Navy, 
against  which  you  have  no  provision  now. 

It  is  useless  for  any  opposite  interest  to  come  here  and  protest  upon 
the  ground  that  this  is  giving  special  privileges  to  some  one  description 
of  dock  or  company.    It  is  open  to  everybody.    These  gentlemen  have 
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no  objection  to  the  Department  of  the  IS'avy  being  authorized  to  con- 
tract with  anybody  for  any  sort  of  a  dock,  provided  yon  will  do  what 
this  amendment  proposes  to  do — ^leave  it  in  the  discretion  of  the  Navy 
Department  to  protect  the  best  interests  of  the  (Government  and  make 
the  best  contract  that  they  can. 

I  will  only  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if  the  committee  desires  any 
teehnical  information,  which  of  course  I  have  not,  Mr.  Olark  or  Mr. 
Downey  may  be  furnished  an  opportunity  to  answer  any  questions  that 
the  committee  may  want  to  submit. 

The  Chairman.  I  suppose,  Mr.  Blackburn,  the  strength  of  this 
scheme,  if  it  has  strength,  is  that  by  it  the  Government,  without  invest- 
ing any  money  except  for  rent,  wul  speedily  get  a  good  and  available 
dock! 

Mr.  BI4AGKBXJBN.  I  may  answer,  please,  within  eight  months. 

The  Chairman.  I  was  going  to  ask  within  what  timet 

Mr.  Blaokburn.  Within  eight  months. 

Senator  Perkins.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  General  a  question.  He 
has  had  some  16  years'  experience  on  the  Kaval  Committee  and  is 
thoroughly  conversant  with  naval  affairs.  As  to  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment leasing  docks  from  private  parties  instead  of  owning  them 
themselves,  woiSd  not  the  result  be  that  when  our  Government  wanted 
the  dock  some  trans- Atlantic  liner  would  have  possession  of  itt 

Mr.  Blackburn.  Mr.  Chairman,  please  let  me  answer  there.  The 
policy  that  I  am  advocating  is  the  policy  that  the  English  Government 
has  followed.  Further  let  me  add  what  had  escaped  my  mind.  I  may 
be  altogether  in  error,  but  I  believe  your  Dock  Ko.  3  at  Brooklyn  has 
eost  well-nigh  two  millions  of  money.  To-day  it  is  a  failure,  and  we 
all  know  it.  I  believe  that  the  floating  steel  dry  dock  has  to  be 
approved  and  applied  by  all  maritime  nations.  I  believe  that  the 
floating  dry  dock  is  as  far  in  advance  of  the  sunken  permanent  dock 
as  a  steel-clad  cruiser  is  in  advance  of  a  wooden  sloop.  Ton  have 
to-day  presented  to  you  this  very  question,  and  you  must  settle  it.  The 
Government  by  this  amendment  of  Senator  Piatt's  is  not  asked  to 
invest  one  penny.    These  gentlemen  put  up  the  money. 

Senator  Tillman.  Are  they  richer  than  the  Government,  allow  me 
to  interrupt  you  by  asking! 

Mr.  Blaokburn.  !N'o,  and  they  are  not  doing  it  for  patriotism  either. 
They  are  doing  it  for  money.  They  simply  ask  that  the  Grovemment 
will  authorize  its  Department  of  the  Navy  to  pay  them  what  that 
Department  thinks  is  a  reasonable  compensation  for  such  service  as  it 
renders,  provided  it  be  absolutffly  satisfactory,  in  the  docking  of  all  the 
ships  that  you  have  got  on  your  Naval  Begister.  That  is  the  whole 
proposition  here. 

Sensor  Tillman.  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  ask  the  Senator  some 
questions  t 

The  Chairman.  Certainly. 

Senator  Tillman.  I  notice  here,  Senator,  that  the  proposed  rental 
forlOO  days  is  $90,000 1 

Mr.  Blackburn.  Not  to  exceed  $90,000. 

Senator  Tillman.  Well,  but  it  is  for  100  days.   That  is  tlie  maximum  t 

Hr.  BLA0S3URN.  They  are  to  have  a  hundred  days,  and 

Senator  Tillman.  The  Government  is  to  have  a  hundred  days,  at 
190,000 1 

Ur.  Blaokburn.  No;  I  beg  pardon.  The  Government  is  to  have 
100  days  at  a  rate  not  to  exceed  $90,000,  and  in  case  of  emergency,  of 
war,  then  the  Government  is  to  have  as  much  more  time  as  it  pleases. 
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Seuator  Tillman.  For  as  mach  more  money  as  these  people  win 
make  it  pay?  1 

Mr.  Blaokbubn.  Ko;  as  much  as  may  be  detennined  by  an  arbitn- 
tion  board  of  three  men,  the  Navy  Department  to  select  one. 

Senator  Tillman.  Let  us  get  back  to  the  proposition.    Ninety  thoa* 
sand  dollars  is  9  per  cent  on  a  million  dollars  t 

Mr.  Blaokbuen.  Yes. 

Senator  Tillman.  Tliat  is  for  one  hundred  dayst 

Mr.  Blaokbtjbn.  Ninety  thousand  dollars  is  not  the  amount  fixed, 
Mr.  Senator. 

Senator  Pebkins.  What  is  the  rate  according  to  displacement 
per  tout 

Senator  Tillman.  Ninety  thousand  dollars  is  the  rate  fixed  in  Hub 
amendment? 

Mr.  Blaokbtjbn.  No^  it  says  not  to  exceed  $90,000. 

Senator  Tillman.  And  I  say  $90,000  is  9  per  cent  on  a  millioiL 

Senator  Perkins.  What  is  the  rate  per  ton  displacement  t 

Mr.  Blackburn.  I  wish  only  to  add,  gentlemen,  that  this  dock  will 
handle  any  ship  up  to  12,500  tons  displacement,  which  leaves  a  liberal 
margin  over  the  biggest  you  have  got. 

Kepreseutative  Fischer.  It  will  handle  one  of  15,000  tons.  Hi. 
Downey  says. 

Mr.  Blackburn.  Yes,  15,000  tons.  Now,  take  a  ship  like  the  Ore- 
gon. Her  average  draft,  I  believe,  is  about  27  feet.  Let  her  be 
wounded,  let  her  be  crippled,  how  are  you  going  to  dock  her  in  a  30-foot 
sunken  permanent  dockt    Ton  can  not  do  it 

Senator  Tillman.  Right  there  I  want  to  ask  you 

Mr.  Blackburn.  You  have  not  got  a  dock  that  can  handle  it. 

Senator  Tillman.  Is  it  impossible  for  the  Government  to  get  tbe 
advantage  of  the  building  of  a  dock  of  this  kind,  so  superior  to  all 
others  t 

Mr.  Blackburn.  No. 

Senator  Tillman.  I  understand  you  to  advocate  the  rental  of  the 
dock  rather  than  to  have  the  Government  own  itt 

Mr.  Blackburn.  Yes;  because  I  think  it  is  better  for  the  Croveni- 
ment. 

Senator  Tillman.  Why  not  rent  ships,  then,  if  you  are  going  to  rent 
facilities  for  docking  and  repairing  themt 

Mr,  Blackburn.  You  are  trying  to  do  that  now. 

Senator  Tillman.  We  are  trying  to  buy  ships  now,  not  to  rent  them. 
We  would  rent  the  whole  of  the  British  navy  if  we  could,  but  we  cm 
not  do  it;  and  we  are  obliged  to  buy  vessels. 

Mr,  Blackburn.  I  think  we  have  a  lot  of  auxiliary  cruisers  that  we 
are  renting  right  now. 

Senator  Tillman.  We  will  own  them  if  we  ever  take  them  at  all 

Mr.  Blackburn.  No,  you  will  not.  On  the  contrary  you  will  have 
them  under  your  contract,  which  is  to  armor  them  and  fight  them. 

Senator  Tillman.  And  if  they  are  lost  to  pay  for  themt 

Mr.  Blackburn.  They  belong  to  their  owners. 

The  Chairman.  Whom  do  you  desire  to  be  heard  firstt 

Mr.  Blackburn.  I  would  infinitely  prefer  that  the  Assistant  Secie- 
tary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Eoosevelt,  should  tell  us  what  he  thinks  about 
this  proposition.  Then  I  should  like  to  have  Mr.  Dashiell,  Mr.  Chu*, 
and  Mr.  Downey  answer  any  questions  that  members  of  the  committee 
may  wish  to  ask. 
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BTATEXEHT  OF  HOIT.  THEODOBE  ROOSEVELT,  ASSISTAHT  SECEE- 

TAEY  OP  THE  ITAVT. 

The  Ghaibman.  Mr.  Secretary,  is  there  anything  that  yon  desire  to 
say  on  this  matter!    If  so,  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  you. 

Assistant  Secretary  Eoosetelt.  I  will  say  this,  that  until  now  I 
liad  no  idea  why  I  was  sent  for.  This  is  the  first  intimation  I  have  had 
of  it  Of  course  I  can  not  here  speak  for  the  Secretary.  He  has  not 
aathorized  me  to  speak  for  him. 

I  will  very  gladly  say  that  I  have  advocated  to  the  Secretary  that  he 
Blioald  favor  this  proposition,  expressly  reserving,  Senator,  whether  or 
not  he  should  favor  it  at  the  cost  of  ninety  thousand  dollars.  That 
strikes  me  as  an  excessive  price. 

Mr.  Blagkbxjbn.  Let  the  price  go  out. 

Assistant  Secretary  Boosevelt.  But  that  we  will  have  to  pay  a 
good  price  I  have  no  question.  If  we  do  not  pay  a  good  price,  we  shall 
not  get  good  work.  Whether  it  is  a  dry  dock  or  an  armor  plant  or 
anything  else  that  the  Navy  needs,  we  shall  always  find  that  the  man 
who  is  capable  of  running  a  big  plant  is  the  kind  of  a  man  for  whose 
bnsiness  capacity,  in  private  or  in  public  life,  a  good  price  is  paid.  To 
get  good  work  you  have  got  to  pay  a  good  price.  If  you  won't  pay  a 
good  price,  in  the  long  run  you  get  poor  work.  If  these  people  can  put 
up  a  good  dry  dock,  it  will  be  because  they  are  business  men  of  such 
capacity  that  they  are  entitled  to  charge  a  good  price.  I  have  favored 
this  dock  for  this  reason.  We  have  not  yet  come  to  any  settled  policy 
of  dock  building  in  the  Government.  I  myself  very  firmly  believe  that 
what  yon  might  call  the  backbone,  the  bulk  of  our  docks  should  be 
made  of  stone  and  concrete.  The  House,  for  instance,  does  not  believe 
that  at  all,  preferring  wooden  docks,  and  many  experts — the  construc- 
tion department,  for  instance,  of  my  own  Department — utterly  disagree 
with  me. 

I  feel  as  regards  a  wooden  dock  that  it  is  really  just  as  temporary  an 
investment  as  it  would  be  to  hire  for  twenty  years  a  steel  dock.  I 
believe  that  the  chances  of  accident  to  a  wooden  dock,  the  wearing  out 
of  the  docky  the  necessity  of  repairs  would  make  it  in  the  end  quite  as 
expensive  an  investment  as  it  would  be  to  hire  this  steel  dock  for  any 
leaaonable  sum. 

Senator  Tillman.  Eight  there,  Mr.  Secretary,  if  it  will  not  interrupt 
you 

Assistant  Secretary  Roosevelt.  Not  a  bit,  sir. 
Senator  Tillman.  We  have  got  to  dock  these  steel  vessels  to  keep 
them  from  rusting,  or  to  keep  the  barnacles  which  fasten  on  them  from 
catting  through.  Why  should  a  steel  dock  be  more  durable  than  a 
steel  vessel?  How  are  you  going  to  protect  it  from  the  eating  out  of 
the  saltwater? 

Assistant  Secretary  Eoosevelt.  There  are  two  answers  to  that,  sir. 
In  the  first  place  we  do  not  have  to  buy  this  dock;  we  shall  not  have 
paid  a  cent  tor  it.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  ani  advocating  it. 
I  admit  that  it  is  rather  an  experiment,  and  I  am  willing  somebody 
besides  the  Government  should  try  it. 

While  I  feel  inclined  to  favor  one  or  more  steel  docks,  I  nevertheless 
recognize  the  fact  that  there  are  serious  arguments  against  leasing  one. 
I  should  plead  very  earnestly  that  we  build  or  purchase  a  steel  dock 
ind  have  it  put  at  Algiers.    I  believe  it  is  the  best  type  of  a  dock  for 
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the  Galf^  where  we  most  have  a  dry  dock.  Bat  I  feel  that  I  shoa 
like  also,  at  the  same  time,  as  it  is  all  more  or  less  experimental,  to  t 
the  two  systems — to  try  renting  one  dock  as  well  as  owning  another. 

The  second  answer  to  your  question  is  that  the  dock  is  fuilt  in  » 
tions  so  that  you  can  take  out  one  section  and  clean  it  at  any  time, 
am  not  acquainted  with  the  technical  terms  of  those  sections. 

Mr.  Dashisll.  Self-docking. 

Assistant  Secretary  Eooseyelt.  You  can  take  out  any  one  sect 
and  clean  it  without  difficulty. 

I  feel  that  we  ought  to  have  in  New  York  more  than  one  dock,  i 
I  feel  that  at  least  one  of  those  docks  should  be  either  of  very  gr 
size,  if  of  stone  or  wood,  or  else  a  floating  dock,  so  that  if  one  of 
ships  comes  in  crippled  and  drawing  6  feet  more  than  its  normal  d] 
there  will  be  no  question  of  being  able  to  dock  it. 

Of  course,  if  the  Navy  Department  is  to  make  such  a  contract,  it  ^ 
exact  a  penalty  bond,  so  that  the  dock  shall  be  in  no  danger  of  * 
lapsing  with  a  battle  ship.  But  they  do  use  these  docks  for  big 
ships  than  any  battle  ship  we  have  in  the  United  States  Navy.  I  h 
no  question  that  under  proper  conditions  of  building  and  under  pro 
conditions  of  contract  the  dock  can  be  made  absolutely  safe,  and  t 
though  we  shall  have  to  pay  a  good  rental — a  rental  that  will  pa 
good  profit  to  the  men  willing  to  do  good  work  to  the  Government- 
that  as  an  offset  we  will  be  saved  the  necessity  of  making  repairs, 
will  be  saved  the  necessity  of  exercising  supervision  over  the  dock,i 
saved  the  risk  of  the  loss  of  the  dock.  I  think  it  will  be  worth 
Government's  while  to  try  the  experiment  as  regards  one  dock. 

I  quite  agree  with  you,  sir,  that  normally  we  should  own  our  ( 
docks,  but  in  this  instance  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  worth  while 
make  an  experiment,  to  see  whether  the  system  that  has  done  wd 
England  would  not  do  well  here. 

It  is  a  matter  that  is  aside,  but  permit  me  to  say  something  ab 
the  use  of  Port  Boyal. 

Senator  Tillman.  Do  you  know  why  we  had  to  send  to  Halifiu 
get  a  vessel  fixed  when  we  had  the  dock  at  Port  Boyal  t 

Assistant  Secretary  Booskyelt.  I  will  be  delighted  to  tell  } 
The  Port  Boyal  dock  had  been  reported  as  unavailable  for  the  Ni 
until  a  good  deal  of  work  was  done  in  dred^ng;  and  it  is  not  possi 
at  Port  Boyal  to  enter  a  ship  at  all  times.  It  is  possible  only  to  ei 
the  Port  Boyal  dock  at  very  exceptionable  tides.  Even  then,  whc 
big  battle  ship  comes  up  near  the  dock,  as  it  comes  along  where  it 
got  to  be  anchored,  there  is  but  a  foot  of  water  between  the  bottoo 
tiie  ship  and  the  bottom  of  the  harbor. 

Senator  TiLLiyLAiv.  It  is  the  silt  across  the  bar. 

Assistant  Secretary  Boosevelt.  There  are  places  where  there  is 
a  foot  between  the  bottom  of  the  channel  and  the  bottom  of  the  si 
When  yon  put  an  anchor  out,  unless  the  anchor  is  well  submerged,  i 
the  most  dangerous  kind  of  a  sunken  rock.  You  know  how  the  big  hoo 
the  anchor  projects  up.  To  touch  the  top  of  that  projection  (and  i 
course  projects  more  than  a  foot)  would  mean  very  serious  damage, : 
possibly  the  loss  of  the  vessel. 

There  are  also  no  facilities  for  properly  turning  into  the  dock.  Od 
the  best  captains  of  our  Navy,  a  man  whose  name  all  of  you  wonld  kn 
told  me  that  he  would  rather  take  the  Indiana  into  battle  than  t 
her  into  the  Port  Boyal  dock  as  she  was  now.  I  very  eamestiy  h 
that  it  will  be  put  in  order  so  that  we  can  use  it,  as  we  unqnestioni 


DOCEINO  OF  VESSELS  OF  THE  KAVT.  11 

1  when  the  channel  is  deepened  and  when  the  proi)er  alterations  are 

de. 

[he  Chatrktan.  Yon  did  not  dare  to  risk  itt 

Assistant  Secretary  Booseyelt.  As  it  was  we  did  not  dare  to  risk  it. 

ULr.  Blackbtjbn.  And  yon  sent  her  to  Halifax! 

Assistant  Secretary  Booseyelt.  Yes;  we  had  no  alternative. 

Senator  Perkins.  The  dry  dock  at  Hsuifax  is  a  basin  dock,  is  it  nott 

Assistant  Secretary  Booseyelt.  Yes. 

The  Ghaibmak.  Let  me  ask  yon  one  or  two  questions,  not  to  take 

ich  time.    Are  yon  from  yonr  investigation  convinced  that  under 

is  scheme  we  will  get  at  a  nearer  point  of  time  than  in  any  other  way 

rood,  nsefhly  available  dock! 

Assistant  Secretary  Booseyelt.  Yes;  unless  we  ourselves  purchase 

3  dock  outright  from  abroad. 

rhe  Chairman.  But  more  speedily  than  by  constructing  any  other 

id  of  adockt 

Assistant  Secretary  Booseyelt.  Yes,  sir. 

rhe  Chairman.  That  being  so,  and  possessing  that  merit,  in  your 

)w,  what  reason  is  there  why  this  company,  which,  as  I  understand 

a  believe,  and  perhaps  have  said,  is  a  company  well  established  and 

large  moneyed  resources,  should  not  go  on  and  build  the  dock  and 

ve  it  ready  for  the  Government  in  eight  months  and  take  its  chance 

m  of  the  Government  needing  it  and  paying  it  a  fair  rental? 

Assistant  Secretary  Booseyelt.  Now  I  have  to  explore  the  hidden 

main  of  motive,  sir,  and  I  have  got  to  make  a  guess  at  it.    I  suppose 

an  answer  that  i)erhaps  best  in  this  way 

rhe  Chairman.  Perhaps  you  can  not  answer  it  as  well  as  the  gentle- 
m  who  represent  the  company,  but  I  take  it  the  very  question  I  have 
ked  may  have  occurred  to  you. . 

ftlr.  Blaosxurn.  Will  the  secretary  and  the  chairman  allow  me  to 
swer  itf 

Assistant  Secretary  Booseyelt.  I  can  answer  to  this  extent,  sir. 
\e  question  came  up  last  year  whether  we  could  not  get  the  Newport 
)ws  Company  to  build  a  dock  suitable  for  war  vessels  as  a  speculation, 
d  the  Newport  News  people  at  that  time  told  me  that  they  were  very 
Inctant  to  do  it.  for  they  did  not  know  when  it  was  done  whether  the 
»vemment  would  put  the  ships  in  or  not;  that  they  could  not  tell 
lat  the  policy  of  the  Navy  Department  in  the  future  might  be,  or 
en  what  the  policy  of  the  Navy  Department  at  present  might  be,  and 
at  it  would  be  adding  a  very  great  element  of  risk  and  uncertainty 
their  business. 

Let  me  reiterate,  gentlemen,  that  I  am  speaking  for  myself,  without 
thority  from  Secretary  Long  to  represent  him.  I  had  no  conception 
len  I  came  up  here  what  I  was  asked  to  come  up  for. 
Mr.  Blackburn.  I  asked  that  you  might  come. 
Assistant  Secretary  Booseyelt.  Indeed !  As  I  told  Senator  Chand- 
,  it  was  not  until  you  began  to  speak  that  I  had  the  slightest  idea 
lat  I  had  come  here  for.  So  I  have  come,  and  I  give  you  the  best 
lults  of  a  good  deal  of  careftil  thought,  for  I  suppose  that  those  who  at 
ksthave  some,  even  the  slightest  responsibility  for  the  Navy  Depart- 
mt  and  for  our  naval  affairs,  have  thought  very  seriously  over  the 
Y  docks.  I  am  not  an  expert.  I  know  perfectly  well  that  there  are 
^ments  advanced  against  stone,  wooden,  and  steel  dry  docks ;  against 
)  leasing  of  a  dock,  and  against  the  Government  ownership  of  a 
sk.    After  considering  all  those  arguments,  pro  and  con,  my  own 
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feeliDg  was  that  normally  we  oagbt  to  build  stone  docks;  that! 
might  be  one  or  two  places  where  it  was  perfectly  safe  and 
economical  to  build  wooden  docks;  that  we  also  ought  to  try  the  ei 
ment  of  steel  docks;  that  at  least  one  such  steel  dock  should  be 
chased  by  the  Government  (the  dock  that  should  go  down  to  Al^ 
and  also  I  have  thought  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  Go' 
ment  to  try  the  experiment  of  leasing,  on  proper  terms  from  reep 
ble  x)eople.  one  such  dock  as  this  is. 

As  for  tne  responsibility  of  the  company^  I,  of  course,  have  mac 
such  investigation  as  I  take  it  for  granted  would  be  made  befon 
Department  would  enter  into  a  contract.  But  from  the  inform; 
furnished  me  from  New  York,  and  fr^m  the  character  of  its  spoi 
here,  I  have  felt  that  it  was  probably  a  trustworthy  company;  a 
think  we  have  this  very  big  safeguard  in  the  matter,  that  they 
got  to  go  to  the  expense  of  the  outlay  of  the  capital,  and  we  pay 
the  interest  on  it  if  the  scheme  succeeds.  If  they  are  not  a  good 
pany  and  their  dock  bursts,  they  lose  the  capital  and  we  simpl] 
one  year's  payment  of  interest.    So  we  have  a  good  guarantee. 

Senator  Tillman.  Twenty  years'  interest. 

Mr.  Blaokbubn.  It  is  not  paid  in  advance.  It  is  terminable  a 
minute  in  the  discretion  of  the  Department. 

The  Ghairsian.  It  is  to  be  a  payment  for  service  rendered,  I  n 
stand. 

Mr.  Blagkbubn.  Altogether.  ISTot  a  penny  is  to  be  paid  nnt 
service  has  been  rendered,  and  satisfactorily  rendered. 

Assistant  Secretary  Roosevelt.  If  the  dock  smashed  at  the  e 
one  year,  of  course  we  would  not  continue  to  pay  for  19  more  ] 
The  minute  they  could  not  give  us  100  days'  service  a  year  they  i 
have  violated  the  terms  of  their  contract,  and  of  course  we  should 
pay  no  money  at  all. 

Mr.  Blaokbubn.  That  is  it.    ITow,  Mr.  Secretary ,  if  it  will  noti 
rupt  you,  let  me  ask  permission  from  the  chairman  to  state  th 
knows  better  than  anybody  else  that  what  the  Government  did  i 
matter  of  the  armoring  of  our  ships,  both  as  to  the  Bethlehem 
Works  and  the  Carnegie  Company,  is  precisely  what  is  here  prof 

Senator  Tillman.  Precisely,  and  that  is  what  we  are  objectin 
at  least  it  is  what  I  am  objecting  to. 

Mr.  Blaokbubn.  We  did  in  those  cases  precisely  what  is  hen 
X>osed.  Let  somebody  take  the  risk.  The  Government  pays  for 
it  gets  and  no  more.  Tou  paid  for  the  Carnegie  plant.  Then  the 
ernraent  paid  for  the  Bethlehem  steel  plant. 

Senator  Tillman.  And  gave  it  to  them. 

Mr.  Blaokbubn.  Tou  could  not  have  expected  to  have  done 
They  said :  ^'  We  can  not  afford  to  take  this  risk ;  the  Qovemmeot 
do  it."    The  Government  did  do  it,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Nai 

™y  ju<l^ii^6n^9  did  exactly  right. 

The  Ohaibman.  Do  any  other  members  of  the  committee  wish  t 
Assistant  Secretary  Boosevelt  any  questions  t 

Senator  Tillman.  I  should  like  to  ask  him  why  he  thinks  that  i 
vate  corporation  can  build  a  dock  quicker  and  better  than  the  Go 
ment.  Is  not  that  a  reflection  on  your  office  and  your  entire  Bi 
of  Construction  and  your  methods  of  work  t 

Assistant  Secretary  Boosbyelt.  It  would  be  if  I  had  ever  said 
I  never  said  it. 

Senator  Tillman.  You  practically  said  it. 

Assistant  Secretary  Boosevelt.  No;  I  did  not. 
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Senator  TnxMAN.  I  beg  pardon  if  I  misanderstood  you.  My  inter- 
elation  of  yonr  language  was  that  you  will  get  a  dock  quicker  and 

tter 

Senator  Chandi.£B.  Let  the  Assistant  Secretary  explain. 
Senator  Tillman.  I  should  like  to  have  him  explain. 
§LS8istant  Secretary  Roosevelt.  Very  good,  sir.  I  answered  Sena- 
'  Hale's  question,  which  was  whether  we  could  not  get  a  steel  dry 
:^k  quicker  than  we  could  get  auy  other  kind,  and  I  said  I  thought 
coold.  I.compared  the  rai)idity  of  building  different  kinds  of  docks — 
I  the  relative  speed  of  Government  and  private  builders.  I  believe 
can  get  a  steel  dry  dock  by  outright  purchase  quicker  than  in  any 
lerway.  For  instance,  Secretary  Long  asked  ^iie  to  bring  down  Mr. 
irk,  becanse  there  is  a  chance  now  of  getting  a  big  steel  dry  dock 
It  is  within  six  weeks  of  completion  in  Kugland.  That  wonld  prob- 
y  mean  that  in  three  months  we  could  establish  that  steel  dry  dock 
rn  at  New  Orleans.  In  the  event  of  trouble — in  the  event  of  war 
ling  within  a  reasonable  i)eriod — it  would  be  invaluable  to  us  to  have 
h  a  dry  dock. 

have  very  little  question  that  we  could  build  a  steel  dry  dock  just 
quickly  as  an  outside  firm  could  build  it,  with  this  difference,  sir. 
^re  are  outside  firms  who  have  made  a  special  business  of  building 
il  dry  docks.    There  is  nobody  in  the  Navy  who  has  made  a  special 
iness  of  it,  and  we  should  have  to  accept  some  preliminary  delay 
in  organizing  our  work,  in  entering  into  contracts,  and  in  providing 
proper  supervision  of  the  contracts.    But  with  that  rather  trivial 
viso,  I  think  the  time  would  be  substantially  alike, 
enator  Tillman.  Right  there,  Mr.  Secretary,  have  we  or  have  we 
bought  the  two  Brazilian  war  vessels?    I  saw  it  so  stated  in  the 
ers,  and  that  one  of  them  is  on  the  way  here  now. 
^ssistant-Secretary  Roosevelt.  Without  being  able  to  answer  by 
book,  I  understand  that  we  have  bought  them,  sir. 
enator  Tillman.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  buying  a  dry  dock, 
'e  need  one,  any  more  than  buying  a  ship  when  we  need  it! 
.ssistant  Secretary  Roosevelt.  Of  course,  I  do  not,  sir.    I  would 
ocate  the  purchase  of  a  dry  dock,  as  we  need  it,  if  we  can  come  to 
Agreement  as  to  terms.    If  there  is  an  emergency  that  would  justify 
purchase,  I  most  emphatically  think  we  ought  to  purchase,  if  we  can 
t  under  proper  provisions. 

^.  Blackburn.  Would  it  embarrass  you  to  let  me  ask  you  a  prac- 
1  question  just  there? 

■ssistant  Secretary  Roosevelt.  I  am  not  easily  embarrassed,  sir. 
J-.  Blackburn.  I  am  sure  of  that,  but  I  did  not  know  that  the 
mittee  knew  you  as  pleasantly  or  as  well  as  I.    When  you  sent  the 
iana  to  Halifax,  did  it  not  cost  $4,000  to  dock  that  ship,  in  addition 
^hich  yon  furnished  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  labor! 
ssistant  Secretary  Roosevelt.  Yes,  sir;  substantially  so. 
T.  Blaokbubn.  Do  you  remember  how  many  days  she  was  in 
tagef 

ssistant  Secretary  Roosevelt.  I  do  not.  She  was  a  number  of 
B  in  dockage.  She  was  taken  out  to  be  sent  up  to  Halifax  and 
I  brought  back  again. 

^Dotor  Perkins.  May  I  ask  you,  if  you  please,  the  capacity  of  the 
k  yoa  have  in  view,  its  estimated  cost,  and  its  comparison  as  to  size 
I  that  recently  purchased  by  the  Spanish  Government  and  sent  to 
►at 

distant  Secretary  Roosevelt.  The  Clark  &  Stanfield  dock  we 
in  view  has  a  capacity  of  about  15,000  tons. 
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Mr.  Clabk.  I  sbaJl  be  happy  to  state  the  details. 

Senator  Tillman.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  thoit  this  dock,  ^ 
is  nearing  completion,  woald  cost  about  half  a  mDlion  dollarsf 

Assistant  Secretary  Eooseyelt.  I  think  it  will  cost  more  than 
sir.  I  think  that  probably  is  about  the  expense  of  the  building  of 
a  dock,  but  I  am  only  giving  you  a  guess  on  my  part.  I  was  asb 
a  guess.  I  can  only  give  yon  a  guess;  but  I  feel  sure  we  oould  d( 
this  particular  dock  for  half  a  million.  We  should  have  to  give  n 
a  million  to  get  it. 
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INSTITUTIOir  OF  NAVAL  ARCHITECTS. 

The  Chairman.  State  what  relation  you  have  to  this  scheme! 

Mr.  Clabk.  We  are  specialists  in  the  construction  and  desi, 
floating  docks. 

The  Chairman.  You  say  "  we."    What  is  your  company! 

Mr.  Clare.  The  firm  of  Clark  &  Stanfield.  I  am  the  man 
partner. 

The  Chairman.  You  represent  the  particular  kind  of  dock  co 
by  the  amendment  under  consideration! 

Mr.  Clark.  That  is  our  patent. 

The  Chairman.  You  represent  that  concern! 

Mr.  Clark.  I  am  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Clark  &  Stanfield. 

The  Chairman.  Go  on  and  state  briefly  what  the  scheme  is  and 
yon  have  to  say  with  reference  to  it. 

Mr.  Clark.  The  dock  that  Mr.  Eoosevelt  mentions  is  a  dock  th 
have  designed  and  which  is  now  being  built  in  England. 

Mr.  Blackburn.  Let  me  interrupt  tlie  gentleman  a  moment  to 
that  I  do  not  think  he  means  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  hei 
sents  the  company  wliich  is  here  with  this  amendment,  but  he  repn 
the  patent  that  this  company  is  proposing  to  use. 

The  Chairman.  So  I  understand;  the  dock  that  is  mentioned  i 
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in  our  designs.  This  dock  is  being  built  for  the  Vulcan  Company,  of 
3ttin,  in  Germany,  who  required  it  to  enable  them  to  take  up  a  North 
rman  Lloyd  contract  for  lengthening  their  vessels. 
Hie  length  of  this  dock  is  510  feet.  Its  clear  width  of  entrance  is  82 
t,  and  as  at  present  designed  the  dra1%  of  water  over  its  sill  is  only 
feet  But,  of  coarse,  in  these  docks  it  is  the  simplest  matter  in  the 
rid  to  increase  the  draft  to  anything  one  wishes. 
?lus  dock  is  specially  designed  to  lift  the  ocean  steamers  of  the 
nil  German  Lloyd  and  the  Hamburg- American  Lines,  and  also  gov- 
raeut  cruisers;  but  in  conjunction  with  the  existing  pontoons  at 
ttiu,  it  would  be  able  to  deal  with  the  Kaiser  Wilhelm  der  Orosse  of 
WK)  tons  displacement. 

Tie  lifting  power  of  this  dock,  when  dealing  with  vessels  over  510.0" 
g,  and  which  therefore  project  beyond  the  dock,  is  11,000,  but  with 
rt  and  heavy  vessels  by  using  the  gates  its  power  can  be  increased 
to  12,000  tons,  without  making  any  allowance  for  that  portion  of 
ship  still  in  the  water.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  in  the  case  of 
lort  and  heavy  ironclad  this  dock  could  lift  it  even  if  it  weighed 
KX)  tons,  not  15,000  as  Mr.  Boosevelt  stated. 

he  first  plate  of  this  dock  was  laid  on  the  1st  of  November,  and  it 
Lid  be  completed  if  required  in  about  four  weeks  from  now.  The 
tractors  have  been  working  rather  slowly  of  late  because  the  con- 
st time  for  delivery  is  not  until  June. 

t  occurred  to  me  before  leaving  London  that  this  dock  might  come 
Lseful  for  the  American  Navy  if  it  could  be  obtained.  I  consulted 
r  attach^  in  London  and  he  thought  it  a  good  idea,  and  before  I  left 
rland  I  put  the  matter  in  train  to  see  whether  it  would  not  be  pos- 
e  to  obtain  this  dock  from  the  Stettin  Company.  Mr.  Hunter,  who 
he  representative  of  Messrs.  0.  S.  Swan  &  Hunter,  the  builders, 

with  whom  of  course  the  contract  is  made,  is  in  America  now,  and 
^11  soon,  I  hope,  be  in  a  x>osition  to  say  whether  the  dock  can  be 
iined  or  no. 

he  GHAiBiiiAN.  You  have  given  the  dimensions  of  the  dock  and 
iepth.  Would  that  dock  be  of  any  use  to  us  with  our  large  battle 
>«! 

^r.  CL.ABK.  Yes,  you  have  nothing  larger  in  your  battle  ships  than 
>uld  lift.  You  could  take  a  vessel  which  did  not  exceed  405  feet  in 
rth  and  of  82  feet  in  beam,  and  any  draft  you  choose.  To  increase 
draft  is  a  mere  matter  of  adding  a  row  of  x>lates  to  the  walls,  and 
9  not  affect  the  design  of  the  dock. 

he  CHAJCBMAif.  You  could  adapt  this  dock,  then,  very  readily  to 
iels  of  any  draft! 
tr.  Glabk.  Yes;  as  long  as  the  dock  is  suitable  as  regards  length 

beam,  as  the  question  of  depth  in  a  floating  dock  is  not  like  that 
•  graving  dock. 

he  Chaibman.  It  is  easily  altered? 

^r.  Clabk.  Yes;  it  is.  You  simply  have  to  build  up  an  extra  row 
dates  on  the  walls  and  this  dock  can  be  made  to  take  27  feet  or 
e. 

Bnator  Pebkins.  If  I  do  not  interrupt  you,  I  should  like  to  ask  a 
stion  for  my  own  information.  In  raising  the  side  of  the  dock,  is  not 
center  of  gravity  so  high  that  the  battle  ship  endangers  the  capsiz- 
of  the  i)on toons? 

i".  Clabk.  But  we  can  do  whatever  we  like.  A  dock  is  like  a 
'.  You  can  build  a  ship  so  that  it  can  not  capsize,  and  we  can  build 
•ek  so  that  it  can  not  capsize. 
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Senator  Pebkins.  A  ship  has,  however,  water  bearings  very  diffierei 
from  a  dock. 

Mr.  Glabk.  Whether  a  ship  or  a  dock,  it  makes  no  differenoe;  the, 
are  both  floating  structures  aud  subject  to  the  same  laws. 

Senator  Chandler.  Of  course  you  must  increase  the  width  as  yoi 
increase  the  cajyacity  of  the  dock. 

Mr.  Clark.  It  all  depends  upon  the  original  stability  of  the  doefc 
This  is  somewhat  a  complex  problem  to  explain  to  a  committee  Iik« 
this,  but  it  is  one  which  is  perfectly  understood  by  the  naval  architects. 

Senator  Chandler.  You  can  maintain  stability  by  widening  the 
dock! 

Mr.  Clark.  You  can  increase  it  by  widening  the  dock.  The  dock 
itself  with  the  ship,  or  the  whole  mass,  represents  something  like  20,000 
to  30,000  tons,  and  the  addition  of  a  strata  of  plates  weighing  perhaps 
20  tons,  even  when  placed  on  the  top  of  the  walls,  has  no  effect  on  w 
large  a  mass. 

The  Chairman.  Will  you  state  to  the  committee  in  what  cases  gitat 
battle  ships  of  more  than  12,000  tons  Lave  been  docked  without  troahle, 
and  in  absolute  safety  in  this  kind  of  a  steel  dockt 

Mr.  Clark.  The  only  floating  dock  I  know  of  where  large  vessA 
have  been  lifted  is  the  Bermuda  dock,  which  I  believe  has  lifted  (HH 
Inflexible  of  12,000  to  13,000  tons  displacement. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  not  just  my  question.  In  what  casesha^ 
large  battle  ships  of  over  12,000  tons  been  safely  docked  by  this  dod 
of  yours t    Have  there  been  any! 

Mr.  Clark.  It  has  never  been  done. 

The  Chairman.  There  never  has  been  a  case? 

Mr.  Clark.  Not  on  this  dock  of  ours.  This  is  a  new  form  of  dock 
It  was  introduced  last  year  and  so  far  only  one  has  been  completed 
Of  course,  war  vessels  have  been  docked  on  floating  docks  a«  far  l>ac! 
as  forty  years  ago.  The  largest  iron  sliips  were  then  docked  on  woode 
docks — American  wooden  docks.  That  wooden  dock  stiM  exists,  boi 
by  an  American,  Captain  Gilbert,  and  docked  the  biggest  ironcla* 
of  that  day,  but  they  of  course  had  only  about  7,000  tons  displacem^*^ 

The  Chairman.  Docked  in  a  wooden  floating  dock?  , 

Mr.  Clark.  A  wooden  floating  dock,  designed  by  an  American, 
the  present  day  at  Wilhelmshaven  they  build  smaller  ironclads  on  she 
on  a  railway  and  haul  them  oflT  onto  a  floating  dock  and  so  laiiuch^^ 
Perhaps  the  biggest  dock  in  the  world  is  the  floating  dock  at  &^ 
burg  of  17,600  tons,  as  that  could  take  the  very  largest  vessels  ii^ 
world. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  a  steel  floating  dock  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  A  floating  dock  of  stc^l.    It  was  built  last  year, 
see  it  is  only  lately  that  ships  liave  got  to  this  size.  ^ 

Senator  Chandler.  State  the  improvements  that  the  Clark  &   *^ 
field  Company  consider  they  have  made  in  the  construction  q€ 
floating  docks. 

Mr.  Clark.  The  improvement  that  we  have  sought  after  in  d^ 
with  floating  docks  was  this:  In  a  navy  you  have  two  types  of  vt^ 
You  have  a  long  vessel  wliich  is  relatively  light,  and  you  have  a 
vessel  which  is  very  heavy,  the  cruiser  and  the  ironclad.  If  you 
a  dock  of  a  length  sufficient  to  lift  a  cruiser,  it  will  be  too  long  fi^ 
ironclad.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  build  a  dock  of  a  length  su^ 
for  an  ironclad,  it  will  be  too  short  to  lift  the  cruiser.  It  follows,  t^ 
fore,  that  a  dock  to  suit  both  classes  would  have  to  be,  say,  60(^ 
long  to  suit  your  cruiser,  but  with  a  lifting  power  per  foot  ran    ^ 
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if^t  to  dock  the  ironclad,  which  is,  we  will  say,  only  300  feet  long. 
3Mt  means  either  a  very  much  bigger  dock  than  is  required,  or  else 
OQ  are  apt  to  ^rain  the  short  ship  ^m  the  strain  pnt  on  it  by  the 
verlapping  enas  of  the  dock  that  have  no  opposing  weight  on  the  part 
f  the  ship. 

Therefore  we  introduced,  or  rather  reintroduced,  this  invention,  for  it 
really  an  American  one.  That  is,  we  use  gates.  We  build  a  dock 
ith  a  lifting  power  per  foot  run  about  equal  to  the  weight  of  an  armored 
Disfir  and  make  it  the  length  of  the  same.  When  we  come  to  put  a 
•vy  ironclad  in  that  dock,  we  pump  out  all  the  interior  water  only 
'<&  that  portion  which  lies  directly  under  the  ironclad,  and  lift  it  as 
as  we  can.  When  lifted  as  far  as  the  dock  can  lift  by  the  displace- 
t^tof  its  pontoons,  we  insert  gates  at  each  end  of  the  dock,  turning  it 
ctically  to  a  graving  dock,  and  pum])  out  the  water  contained  between 
gates.  By  this  means  you  get  your  lifting  power  and  your  weight 
ays  equal  and  always  opposite,  and  there  is  no  strain  on  the  vessel 
ktever. 

he  ordinary  modern  ironclad  is  a  vessel  which  is  extremely  weak  in 
bilges,  and  is  quite  different  from  a  merchant  vessel.  One  has  to 
great  care  in  docking  it,  and  it  is  very  necessary  to  have  a  stiff 
cm.  We  insure  this  by  always  keeping  our  lifting  power  exactly 
osite  to  the  weight  of  the  ironclad,  so  that,  say,  when  the  ironclad 
lh%  40  tons  per  foot  run,  the  dock  is  arranged  to  give  40  tons  lifting 
«  per  foot  run. 

his  is  our  improvement.  We  have  combined  a  self  docking  dock — 
t  is,  a  dock  that  is  capable  of  lifting  itself  all  its  parts  for  cleaning 
i  repairs — ^with  a  dock  furnished  with  end  gates.  In  the  old  timber 
k,  although  gates  were  used,  they  were  not  self-docking,  and  the 
l«ff-water  portions  could  not  be  got  at  at  all. 

ni«  Chaibman.  What  ships  of  any  magnitude  have  your  docks  been 
Bdfor! 

Kr.  Glare.  Do  you  mean  these  lat.er  docks  t    Of  course,  we  have 

]?  niany  types  of  docks. 

•Lhe  Chaibman.  I  refer  to  the  particular  type  that  represents  what 

^  have  been  saying.    What  actual  work  have  you  done  with  that 

^  of  a  dock! 

Mr.  Claek.  To- day  they  are  lifting  the  first  vesseL 

The  Chairman.  Where! 

Mr. Clark.  At  Havana;  the  Alfonso  XIII Ib  being  lifted  today. 

Ahe  Chairman.  How  large  is  the  Alfonso  XIII  f 

^r-  Clark.  The  Alfonso  XIII,  I  should  think,  is  about  a  6,000  ton 

Qiser.  '  ' 

^e  Chairman.  That  is  your  first  actual  test! 

™^f*  Clark.  That  would  be  the  first  time  the  dock  is  in  working 

ler  now. 

^«  Chairman.  Is  this  a  dock  that  is  sunk! 

^  ^Lark.  It  is  of  course  lowered  below  water,  but  it  is  not  sunk 

.  ^nse  of  the  word  in  which  you  use  the  word  "  sunk."    Of  course 
!heo  ^®  ®""^  every  time  it  does  its  business. 
,  ®  v>hairman.  I  refer  to  what  was  said  in  regard  to  the  accident. 

•  ^^ARK.  The  accident  was  a  very  small  one,  but  it  got  into  the 
,^^Per8  grossly  exaggerated.  In  the  first  place,  in  getting  the 
nd  t^^  for  work  we  lowered  her  down  in  30  foot  water,  and  we 
til  \^^  electric  installation  did  not  work.  So  we  had  to  leave  it 
.l^'^^  installation  was  put  right.  But  that  was  the  sum  total  of  the 
'tt^ut.   She  was  never  under  the  water  or  nearly  under  the  water. 

Dock 2 
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because  we  took  care  in  testing  a  new  installation  to  pat  the  dock  in 
such  a  depth  of  water  that  she  coald  not  sink  entirely.  We  took  a 
long  time  putting  ber  right,  because  we  had  to  send  men  over  to  Eng- 
land for  men  to  do  it,  but  there  was  no  sinking  in  the  way  the  oewB- 
paper  reports  had  it.  She  is,  however,  now  ready  for  work,  and  I  had 
a  telegram  this  morning  saying  that  she  was  ready  today. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  anything  further  that  you  wish  to  state! 

Mr.  Clark.  No;  1  do  not  know  of  anything  further,  unless  there  are 
questions  which  you  wish  to  ask.  This  type  of  dock  is  fairly  under 
stood.  It  has  been  carefully  examined  by  most  eminent  naval  aathor 
ities.  I  see  it  has  been  stated  that  it  is  only  made  for  foreign 
governments,  but  that  is  not  quite  true.  Foreign  governments  hare 
adopted  it. 

Senator  Tillman,  Has  the  English  Government  any  floating  docks 
now  of  this  typef 

Mr.  Clabk.  It  has  one  dock. 

Senator  Tillman.  Iron! 

Mr.  Clabk.  It  has  one  iron  floating  dock,  but  the  British  Goven- 
ment  is  now  contemplating  putting  down  one  ot  these  docks  of  15,000 
tons  at  Simons  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  IIo{)e.    I  have  got  out  an  estimate  | 
for  that  dock.  The  Russian  Government  is  also  making  arrangements ftr  j 
one  in  China.    In  fact  they  are  becoming  very  generally  adopted.  Theea  t 
docks  are  really  an  example  of  evolution.    We  have  been  buildingdoeb 
now  for  over  Ibrty  years,  and  as  we  have  gradually  found  out  the  weak 
points  of  the  different  docks  and  what  was  required  in  new  docks  we 
have  gradually  perfected  this  dock.    It  is  not  a  new  invention  in  titf 
sense  of  any  new  principle. 

The  Chaibman.  It  is  an  evolution  ! 

Mr.  Clabk.  It  is  an  evolution;  a  combination  of  several  docks.  We  ■ 
have  pilfered  from  the  world.  We  have  always  looked  on  the  floating  j 
dock  as  an  American  invention,  and  we  have  got  many  hints  from 
American  docks.  The  only  thing  we  have  done  differentiy  from  that 
is  that  we  introduced  many  valuable  new  combinations  of  old  ideas, 
and  have  developed  in  steel  what  you  started  in  wood.  The  resdt 
of  all  our  progress  really  comes  to  this:  That  whereas  your  docks 
of  timber  over  thfrty  years  ago  lifted  ironclads  displacing  7,000  ton^  ^ 
we  now,  with  the  aid  of  steel,  prox>ose  to  raise  the  modern  type  of  t» 
same  vessel,  which  has  not,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  twice  the  weigb^  ^ 
the  old  ones. 
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The  Chaibman.  You  were  formerly  connected  with  the  Coast  Survey' 

Mr.  CoLONNA.  Yes,  sir;  as  assistant  in  charge  of  the  office. 

The  Chaibman.  Where  are  you  now  f 

Mr.  CoLONNA.  I  am  engaged  as  a  civil  engineer  in  the  constracti^jj 
of  a  very  large  marine  railway  at  iN^orfolk,  and  have  no  connection  ^ 
any  way  whatever  with  any  other  project,  ^ 

The  Chaibman.  Will  you  not  make  any  statement  you  may  ^^^ 
to  make  to  the  committee  on  this  subject,  showing  your  views  and  y^ 
investigations  and  experience!  ^^    t^ 

Mr.  CoLONNA.  Shortly  after  leaving  the  Coast  Survey  office  I  b«^  .j,^ 
much  interested  as  an  engineer  and  an  investor  in  the  subject  of  ^^  j,^ 
docks.  I  first  had  my  attention  called  to  such  docks  by  articles  n^.^  .^ 
London  engineering  magazines.    I  then  began  corresponding  ^     U^ 
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BTS.  Clark  &  Stanfield,  engineers,  11  Victoria  street,  London.  Eng- 
[.  I  gained  a  great  deal  of  information  from  them  that  was  oi  great 
stance  to  me,  and  this,  with  the  statements  of  Irving  L.  Scott,  of 

Francisco,  Gal.,  in  a  pablication  by  him  on  the  docks  of  Europe, 
>nraged  me  to  go  into  a  very  close  study  of  this  subject.  I  supple- 
ted  this  whole  by  interviewing  the  masters  of  various  large  iron 

steel  steamships  that  have  been  repeatedly  docked  on  such  struc- 
s,  all  of  whom  praised  the  steel  docks. 

iing  entirely  at  leisure  at  the  time,  I  thoroughly  investigated  the 
'er  of  steel  floating  docks  from  the  standpoint  of  an  engineer  in 
ying  the  strength  of  material  and  the  labor  to  be  performed  and 
le  capitalist  seeking  safe  investment.  I  became  satisfied  as  to 
t  could  be  done  in  both  directions,  and  I  offered  to  put  every  cent 
lonev  I  had  in  the  world  into  a  scheme  to  construct  a  fine  steel 
ing  dry  dock  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  for  the  docking  of  merchant 
8.  I  was  in  a  fair  way  to  secure  all  needed  capital  from  abroad 
n  matters  over  which  I  had  no  control  drove  it  off,  and  I  was  not 

to  interest  it  again.  But  I  am  still  thoroughly  satisfied  that  steel 
t;ing  docks  can  be  constructed  that  will  pe^orm  any  labor  that  we 
B  for  them  to  perform.  And  such  a  dock  will  not  only  lift  the 
;est  battle  ships  that'you  have,  but  you  can  take  it  from  the  moor- 
I;  yon  (»n  carry  it  to  sea  in  moderate  weather.  If  our  largest  war 
)  were  lying  outside,  near  the  entrance  to  Gedney  Channel,  in  a 
Qaged  condition,  and  could  not  possibly  get  within  the  harbor  of 
w  York,  and  we  had  such  a  dock  as  I  have  in  mind,  it  could  be  taken 
ru  to  her,  and  she  could  be  put  on  it  in  the  broad  ocean  and  carried 

to  New  York  and  up  the  Hudson  Eiver,  or  anywhere  else  you 
tilted,  with  a  draft  of  water  of  at  least  5  feet  less  than  the  ship 
inired  to  fioat  her  when  in  sea-goitig  trim. 
f^ot  only  is  that  the  case,  but  these  docks  can  be  taken  from  one  place 

another.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity  that  the  dock 
cold  remain  at  any  particular  port.  You  can  constnruct  such  a  dock 
»l^itt8burg,  on  the  Ohio  Biver,  take  it  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  to 
Mobile,  Pensacola,  Dry  Tortugas,  Key  West,  or  where  you  please,  even 
^ing  the  great  oceans  if  need  be. 

I  was  first  prompted  to  volunteer  some  remarks  on  the  matter  of 
^l  docks  on  learning  that  a  concrete  graving  dock  was  seriously 
^ntemplated  to  be  located  at  New  Orleans,  where  the  rise  and  fall  of 
^  waters  would  make  its  construction  very  costly  and  the  deposits  of 
««  Mississippi  Eiver  make  its  maintenance  very  expensive,  if  not 
ntoely  impracticable. 

^^ly  last  summer,  on  learning  of  the  condition  of  our  Government 
Efaving  docks,  and  of  the  interest  taken  in  the  matter  of  dry  docks 
l^nerally  at  the  Navy  Department,  I  called  on  the  honorable  Secretary 
t  the  Navy,  and  so  far  interested  him  in  the  matter  of  steel  docks  that 
^^  called  back  ux)on  several  occasions  by  Assistant  Secretary  Eoose- 
Y  and  others  to  express  my  views. 

I  can  now  only  reiterate  what  I  said  then — that  I  know  from  a  very 
"weal  investigation  of  the  whole  subject  that  there  is  nothing  required 

m  Way  of  strength,  nothing  required  in  the  way  of  stability,  noth- 
8  required  in  the  way  of  economy  of  outlay  and  maintenance,  and 
ftihlS?  ^^ired  in  the  way  of  practicability  that  could  not  be  per- 
^^  by  these  docks.    Nevertheless,  I  would  recommend  to  the  com- 

•^  caution.    I  would  construct  but  one  steel  floating  dry  dock  now, 

^  ^  Would  see  that  that  was  constructed  from  the  very  best  possible 
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material,  and  that  the  details  of  its  constmction  and  first  oper 
placed  in  the  hands  of  its  friends^  no  matter  who  did  the 
Then  I  would  be  sure  of  the  result  when  done. 

Senator  Chandlbb.  Will  you  please  explain  just  the  ne 
floating  dock  t  Mr.  Clark  has  done  it,  but  he  did  it  quite  rapid! 
explain  the  modern  floating  dock  which  you  have  come  to  bd 
best  dock. 

Mr.  CoLONNA.  The  modern  floating  dry  dock  involves  n< 
not  heretofore  applied  to  similar  structures  for  the  performan 
lar  work.  But  the  material  at  hand  and  the  advanced  kn< 
to-day  are  utilized,  and  behold  the  transformation.  The  foi 
team  and  Concord  coach,  for  the  cx>nveyance  of  travelers, 
replaced  by  the  locomotive  and  the  Pullman  car;  the  wood 
frigate  has  given  way  to  the  steam  propelled  steel-armored  b 
and  the  steel  floating  dry  dock  is  destined  to  furnish  as  mar 
trast  with  its  prototype. 

The  steel  floating  dry  docks  of  to-day  have  been  construct 
a  demand  of  the  merchant  marine.  They  are  designed  to  lifl 
row  ships^  which  are  docked  unloaded,  and  require  about 
lifting  power  to  each  foot  of  length  of  the  dock,  and  they  do 
admirably,  as  is  attested  by  all.  Design  and  build  one  to 
wide  ships,  that  must  be  docked  loaded  with  armor  plates, 
and  it  will  require  a  working  capacity  of  about  35  tons  per  ] 
It  is  asked  if  heavy  ironclads  have  yet  been  docked  on  st 
No;  and  why!  Because  docks  of  steel  have  not  yet  been  o 
for  that  purpose.  Is  such  construction  practicable!  The  e 
our  great  battle  ships  attest  its  practicability ;  they  float  b 
ment;  they  hold  together  by  strength  of  material.  Our  fl 
docks  will  do  the  same 

\  A  modem  steel  floating  dry  dock  consists  of  a  numb 
,box6s,  called  pontoons,  built  and  placed  in  the  water  sid< 

The  number  of  these  pontoons  vary  frc 
many,  and  their  size  or  displacement  repi 
capacity  of  the  dock.  These  pontoons 
fixedness  in  reference  to  one  another  by  two  great  steel  \h 
oughly  trussed  and  braced  and  incased  with  steel  plates,  \\l 
them,  like  the  caissons,  water-tight,  but  they  are  longer 
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across  and  connecting  the  ends  of  the  caissons.  This  is  tl 
dock.  With  its  pumps  and  appliances  it  will  lift  a  load  e^ 
displacements  less  its  own  weight.  Submerge  it,  float  a  bI 
pump  it  out,  and  it  will  rise  with  the  ship  on  it.  If  it  has  m 
ment  enough  for  this,  it  will  raise  the  load  in  part  and  stanc 
this  a  gate  is  put  across  each  end,  and  this  forms  a  great  flat  b 
out  the  water  from  it,  and  you  have  your  ship  clear. 
Its  advantages  are: 

(1)  Economy  and  rapidity  of  construction. 

(2)  Economy  of  maintenance  and  operation. 
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I  Movability. 

It  is  self-docking;  that  is,  one  part  after  another  can  be  taken  off, 
edoD  the  remaining  parts;  overhauled,  and  replaced,  so  that  in  a 
iays  the  whole  can  be  overhauled,  cleaned,  painted,  etc. 
The  rapidity  of  its  manipulation.  Mr.  Irving  L.  Scott,  of  San 
ftisco,  says,  in  liis  book  on  the  dockyards  of  Europe,  tbat  he  saw  a 
of  5,000  tons  rais**d  tVoni  the  water  and  put  afloat  again  in  thirty- 
«inntes. 

The  thorough  control  of  the  dock  by  means  of  the  system  of 
6}  valves,  etc.,  at  the  critical  moment  when  the  ship  is  just  dear- 
ie water. 

ator  Chandler.  How  do  you  control  it  in  that  event? 
CoLONN A.  By  the  arrangement  of  the  pumps  and  stop  valves 
^  the  compartments  of  the  pontoons, 
ator  Chandler.  Explain  that. 

CoLONNA.  The  pontoons,  of  which  we  have  heretofore  spoken  as 
186  steel,  water-tight  tanks,  are  each  divided  into  many  water- 
^nipartments,  each  opening  into  one  or  more  waterways.  Where 
mps  are  located  electrical  devices  indicate  at  every  instant  just 
]dition  of  these  various  water-tight  compartments — ^whether  it  is 
pumped  out  too  fast  or  too  slow.  The  whole  is  under  the  eye  and 
)f  a  single  operator,  who,  within  arm's  reacli,  has  absolute  con- 
the  whole  system.  Any  pump  is  made  to  move  faster  or  slower 
;nll  and  touch,  and  any  valve  is  opened  or  closed  in  whole  or 

9 

tor  Chandler.  Explain,  if  you  can,  the  gates  that  are  used 
le  lift  is  partially  completed  by  the  pontoons. 
)olonna.  If  the  dock  is  capable  of  lifting  any  ship  by  means 
isplacement  of  its  pontoons,  these  gates  are  not  required.  Sup- 
is  not  equal  to  the  work.  You  pump  out  the  pontoons,  they  lift 
can,  and  at  a  certain  point  the  whole  ceases  to  rise.  An  end 
the  dock  would  then  present  an  appearance  somewhat  like  this: 
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lip  is  partially  out.  Then  you  resort  to  the  gates,  having  one 
in  each  end  of  the  dock  between  a  and  h.  These  gates  are  just 
gates  of  a  graving  dock,  but  they  are  very  much  smaller,  being 
1  to  shut  out  only  a  depth  of  5  or  10  feet  of  water.  They  are 
into  position  and  seated  on  their  bearings  just  as  any  other  dry- 
.tes.  Then,  as  the  water  is  pumped  from  the  deck  of  the  dock 
nt  the  bottom  of  the  ship  the  whole  of  the  water  is  soon  removed 
is  confined  space  just  as  in  a  graving  dock. 
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Senator  Chandler.  Sappose  this  is  a  sectional  steel  tinati 
dock  and  a  ship  is  placed  on  it,  is  it  ox)en  at  both  ends  like  thi: 
picture  [exhibiting]  ? 

Mr.  GoLONNA.  It  is  open  at  both  ends. 

Senator  Chandler.  Now,  suppose  it  is  in  that  way  [illusti 
how  are  pontoons  applied  to  each  end  to  continue  the  lift,  af 
dock  has  exerted  the  whole  of  its  power  and  has  been  anahle  to 
ship?    That  I  wish  you  to  explain,  and  slowly. 

Mr.  CoLONNA.  They  are  applied  right  there  [illustrating].  T 
is  not  supposed  to  extend  over  beyond  the  ends  of  the  dock  as 
photograph.  She  could  not  extend  over  the  dock ;  she  must  li( 
the  dock.    She  must  be  of  less  length  than  the  dock. 

Senator  Chandler.  Very  good. 

Mr.  CoLONNA.  The  pontoon  is  floated  right  in  here  [illust 
stopping  up  the  end  of  the  dock  just  like  a  dry-dock  gate. 

Senator  Chandler.  The  gate  is  seated  across  the  open  end 
dock  so  that  as  the  confined  space  is  pumped  out  the  dock  c( 
under  the  gate,  and  it  is  sustained  on  the  deck  of  the  dock 
ship  is. 

Mr.  CoLONNA.  It  comes  up  undeV  the  temporary  dry -dock 
gate  being  across  each  end. 

Senator  Chandler.  Then  what  is  done  after  that! 

Mr.  CoLONNA.  The  pumps  are  set  going  and  the  water  is  all  i 
from  the  confined  space  on  the  deck  of  the  dock  and  about  the 
of  the  ship. 

Senator  Chandler.  You  continue  to  pump  from  the  dec) 
dock  itself? 

Mr.  CoLONNA.  From  the  deck  of  the  dock  itself  after  the  j 
have  been  exhausted  and  have  done  all  they  are  able  to  do.    ' 
pumping  is  so  arranged  for  as  to  be  done  by  the  same  pumps 
used  for  the  pontoons. 

Senator  Chandler.  The  ship  is  in  another  floating  ship? 

Mr.  Colonna.  Yes,  sip;  it  is  in  another  floating  ship. 

Senator  Chandler.  Is  that  an  entirely  new  method  ? 

Mr.  CoLONNA.  No,  sir;  at  the  Portsmouth,  N".  H.,  Navy-Yai 
is  a  dock  that  had  these  ends  put  into  it  a  number  of  years 
never  saw  the  dock,  but  I  have  seen  a  photograph  of  it  with  t 
in  position. 

The  Chairman.  There  is  nothing  mysterious  about  the  ] 
upon  which  it  works? 

Mr.  Colonna.  Absolutely  nothing.  It  is  just  as  plain  as  di 
principle  has  been  applied  from  time  immemorial.  All  that  is  n 
now  is  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  material  on  hand  and  the  skill  s 
in  using  it. 

Senator  Tillman.  To  those  who  know  it.  I  was  going  to 
that  if  it  is  expected  to  make  this  matter  cleat  we  shall  hsrv 
these  gentlemen  to  furnish  us  cuts  with  explanations  so  ^  t 
description  of  the  whole  thing  and  let  it  go  in  the  report, 
stand  it  now  after  looking  at  the  pictures  and  this  section  li< 
eating]. 

Senator  Perkins.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  our  mission  to  ag 
a  plan  and  leave  the  details  to  the  Department? 

Senator  Tillman.  We  have  first  to  get  the  committee  to  a; 
then  to  get  the  Senate  to  agree  to  what  the  committee  decides 

Senator  Chandler.  Mr.  Colonna,  are  there  any  other  sug 
that  you  can  make  that  would  be  useful  to  the  committee  in  oo 
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with  the  snbject  of  docking  that  have  grown  out  of  your  observation 
and  experience  as  au  engineer? 

Mr.  CoLONMA.  I  only  saggest  that  the  steel  construction  should  be 
of  the  very  best,  I  have  no  one  to  recommend  in  the  matter.  I  know 
that  American  skill  is  equal  to  the  work.  The  relations  between 
Itfessrs.  Clark  and  Stanfield  and  myself  have  ceased  long  ago.  1  have 
ladiiocomitmnication  with  them  for  a  long  while. 

Senator  Chandler.  You  have  had  no  employment  and  no  interest  f 
^  Mr.  CoLONNA  No  employment  from  any  party  con(;erned  and  no 
interest  whatever  beyond  a  wish  to  see  my  country  the  foremost.  I  did 
iiot  know  that  Mr.  Clark  was  in  this  country  when  1  entered  this  com- 
tnittee  room,  and  have  no  knowledge  concerning  the  other  various 
interests  except  what  I  have  heard  here  this  morning. 

Senator  Chandler.  Your  business  in  the  management  of  the  con - 
Btniction  of  a  marine  railway  has  drawn  your  attention  to  this  important 
abject  of  hfting  ships  from  the  water? 

Mr.  CoLONNA.  Yes,  sir;  that  and  my  desire  to  invest  my  own  money. 

The  Chaieman.  Your  views  come  from  no  actual  experience  in  the 
wnstruction  of  these  docks  f 
Mr.  CoLONNA.  Ko,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  no  connection  with  them  in  any  wayf 
Mr.  CoLONNA.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  But  from  your  attention  having  been  called  to  it 
Dd^m  some  study  and  investigation  which  you  have  made? 
Mr.  Colonna.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  into  the  investigation  with  great  care, 
id  in  the  end  was  willing  to  risk  every  cent  I  had  in  the  world  in  the 
terprise. 

Senator  Chandler.  In  the  dock  at  Hampton  Boads? 
Ur.  Colonna.  No,  sir,  the  dock  was  to  be  at  Norfolk,  Ya.,  which  is 
IT  there. 

Phe  Chairman.  A  private  dock  f 
ifr.  Colonna.  A  private  dock. 

^he  Chairman.  Have  you  taken  any  steps  in  that  direction  t 
fr.  Colonna.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  published  sonie  literature,  a  map  or 
»,  and  a  prospectus  for  private  circulation.    But  I  was  compelled  to 
t,  as  I  stated  before,  by  matters  over  which  I  had  no  control,  but 
ch  drove  ofif  the  capital. 


STATEHEHT  OF  W.  H.  DYKMAH. 

[r.  Dtkman.  I  represent,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  com- 

tee,  the  New  York  Dry  Dock  and  Bepair  ('ompany,  of  which  1  am 

president.    That  company  owns  the  Erie  Basin  dry  docks,  two 

^e  graving  docks,  one  of  which  is  600  feet  and  the  other  510  feet 

?• 

enator  Platt  of  New  York.  State  where. 

[r.  Dykman.  The  Erie  Basin  is  in  the  port  of  New  York. 

he  Chairman.  Whereabouts  t 

[r.  Dykman.  It  is  on  the  Brooklyn  shore,  sir,  at  what  we  call  Red 

>k  Point,  down  toward  the  Narrows.     We  own  there  a  large  real 

kte,  and  we  operate  at  the  Erie  Basin  also  the  tloatiug  balance  dock, 

dock  of  the  kind  referred  to  by  Mr.  Clark,  built  under  the  plans  of 

same  builder.    We  have  also  the  sectional  iloating  docks  on  the 

t  Biver,  at  the  foot  of  Pike  street.    We  have  all  of  the  large  docks 

he  port  of  New  York.    We  have  had  those  docks  for  a  quarter 
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of  a  centary — dry  docks  of  both  kinds,  graving  docks  and  floalA 
docks — ^not  only  the  sectional  floating  dry  docks,  bnt  the  rigid  fl( 
dry  dock  called  the  balance  dock,  mi^eiu  one  piece. 

We  have  a  very  large  investment,  several  million  dollars,  ther 
we  aDd  onr  predecessors  have  been  operating  these  docks  ibr  a  qi 
of  a  centary.  On  the  contrary,  the  gentlemen  whom  we  nndent] 
be  behind  this  project  have  absolutely  nothing,  and  never  hay 
auythiDg,  in  the  way  of  dry  docks.  We  do  not  know  the  re 
between  them  and  Messrs.  Clark  &  Stanfield,bat  we  find  the  prop< 
to  be  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  be  permit 
contract  for  the  nse  for  only  one  hundred  days  of  a  dock  of  tbe 
&  StanHeld  model.  The  Clark  &  Stanfield  model  is  very  fi 
admitted  by  Mr.  Clark  to  be  an  American  idea;  at  least. an  < 
report  of  the  Department  to  Commodore  Bunco  by  Constrnctc 
shiell  says  that  Messrs.  Clark  &  Stanfield  very  frankly  admit  ths 
have  appropriated  an  American  idea. 

The  dock  at  Portsmouth — if  1  am  not  right  the  Admiral  will  ( 
me — the  Gilbert  dock  at  Portsmouth,  a  wooden  dock  built  fortj 
ago,  is  a  floating  graving  dock  with  pontoons  at  each  end.  Tl 
difference  between  the  dock  which  was  built  under  Gilbert's  plai 
years  ago,  and  which  has  been  in  use  in  America  ever  since,  ai 
Clark  &  Stanfield  dock  is  that  we  built  of  wood  and  they  built  o 
and  that  dock  is  of  one  piece  and  their  dock  has  several  sectioD 

Mr.  Clabk.  Our  dock  is  self-docking. 

Mr.  Dteman.  That  is  what  I  was  going  to  add,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  obstacle  is  there  in  the  €k)vemmen 
building  a  dock  like  the  Portsmouth  dock,  except  that  it  aha 
steel  instead  of  wood? 

Mr.  Dykman.  ^one  at  all.    We  will  contract  to  build  it. 

The  Chaibman.  Your  concern  will  contract  to  build 

Mr.  Dykman.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  To  build  a  floating  steel  dock  covering 
advantages  of  the  Clark  &  Stanfield  dock,  and  will  take  your  ( 
with  other  bidders  to  furnish  it  in  eight  months  f 

Mr.  Dykman.  Well,  I  will  not  say  eight  months.  I  should 
consult  my  engineer  before  I  would  say  eight  months,  but  1 1 
confident  it  could  be  done  in  eight  months.  I  think  without  an 
it  could  be  done  in  that  time. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  you  could  m 
it  as  quickly  as  the  other  concern  f 

Mr.  Dykman.  I  think  American  ingenuity  can  build  it  as 
have  no  doubt  we  can.    I  say,  asking  Mr.  Clark's  paitlon,.  I  tl 
can  beat  them  at  that.    I  think  we  can  certainly  build  as  rapid 

Senator  Tillman.  What  about  the  pat.entsf 

Mr.  Dykman.  I  know  of  no  patents,  sir;  John  Gilbert  ma 
sort  of  a  dock  in  Portsmouth  forty  years  ago. 

Senator  Tillman.  But  he  did  not  make  a  sectional  dock  wh 
self  docking  f 

Mr.  Dykman.  We  have  sectional  docks  that  are  self-docking 
are  forty  years  old,  I  was  going  to  say;  certainly  twenty  ye 
Bight  to-day  in  the  port  of  New  York  we  have  a  sectional  floatii 

Senator  Tillman.  I  am  just  trying  to  bring  that  fact  out,  dis 
my  own  ignorance  in  order  to  get  light. 

Mr.  Dykman.  Answering  you,  Senator,  I  will  state  that  we  hi 
for  twenty  years  at  the  foot  of  Pike  street,  and  have  to-day  the 
sectional  floating  docks. 
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The  Cttatrman.  Explain  to  the  committee  what  you  mean  to  be 
nndentood  by  a  self-docking  dock. 

Mr.  Dyeman.  I  will  state  what  I  mean  if  I  may  take  these  books 
^Kirt  for  a  moment  [illnstrating].  It  is  done  by  linking  this  section 
ttDd  that  section,  ana  bringing  this  on  that  aud  bringing  this  up  [indi- 
cating]. 

Senator  Chandler.  Because  of  the  sections  yon  can  do  it? 

Mr.DYKMAN.  Becanse  of  the  sections. 

Senator  Chandler.  If  there  is  only  one  section,  you  can  not  do  it! 

The  ChjLibman.  It  is  done  because  it  is  all  sunk  there  [indicatiDg]  ? 

Mr.  Dykman.  Yes,  sir. 

I  am  against  this  amendment  of  Senator  Piatt's  for  this  reason :  The 
amendment  limits  the  Government  to  what  is  called  the  dock  of  the 
Clark  and  Staniield  model,  which  is  really  an  improvement  of  an 
■American  idea.  If  you  want  a  floating  graving  dock,  why  not  write  in 
the  ameudmeut  a  floating  graving  dock,  unless  it  is  to  give  these  gen- 
^^n,  who  want  to  get  the  subsidy,  some  advantage  that  no  one  else 
can  get? 

Senator  Tillman.  In  other  words,  you  want  to  have  fair  competition. 

Mr.  Dtkhan.  I  am  willing  to  take  my  chances  in  fair  open  comi>eti- 
wn.  I  most  impute  some  rational  motive  to  these  gentlemen  in  writ- 
^  in  a  limitation  to  theOlarkand  Stanfield  model  ^  but  I  have  been 
*ble  to  find  only  one. 

Mr.  Downey.  I  can  ex])lain  that  motive  right  here,  and  perhaps  it 
fil^save  time.  It  is  simply  because  after  the  most  careful  investiga- 
ion  and  consideration  for  a  length  of  time  over  this  subject  we  have 
^ome  thoroughly  satisfied  that  the  Clark  &  Stanfield  model  of  a 
p'  dock  is  ab^lutely  right  for  the  work  that  we  proi>ose  to  do  with  it. 
^e  do  not  know  of  any  other  particular  dock  that  is  absolutely  right 
id  a8  we  projiose  to  spend  over  a  million  of  money  we  do  not  propose 
make  any  mistakes  in  trying  experiments.  That  is  the  whole  of  it. 
Senator  Tillman.  Who  are  "  wet " 

Kr.  Downey.  I  am  the  president  of  the  company  that  has  made  this 
)position. 

^nator  Tillman.  I. just  wanted  to  get  it  down  in  the  evidence. 
Ir.  Dykman.  I  say  if  that  is  true,  if  the  Clark  and  Stanfield  model 
he  best,  surely  the  Navy  Department  will  find  it  out.  They  can  none 
less  take  the  Clark  and  Stanfield  dock  if  you  say  they  are  to  have 
mating  graving  dock.  If  this  dock  is  better,  let  them  select  this 
iel  and  furnish  plans  and  give  our  American  engineers  a  chance  to 
ipete  with  Clark  and  Stanfield.  The  field  will  be  open  to  them  none 
less,  and  it  will  be  open  to  us,  and  open  to  our  engineers.  I  believe 
Clark  would  deal  fairly,  but  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  be  left  even 
dr.  Clark's  power  to  determine  who  and  how  many  people  shall  bid 
that  contract. 

enator  Tillman.  Under  his  patent  f 
[r.  Dykman.  I  do  not  think  he  has  a  x>fttent. 
enator  Tillman.  Under  his  style? 

[r.  Dykman.  I  think  still  he  would  have  a  great  advantage.    If 
call  it  a  Clark  &  Stanfield  model,  it  must  be  a  Clark  &  Stanfield 
lei;  and,  unless  Mr.  Clark  says  so,  I  can  not  bid,  and  Mr.  Clark  can 
how  many  men  shall  bid. 

r.  Clabk.  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  stop  anybody  from  bidding. 
r.  Dykman.  Because  you  are  the  only  people  in  the  world  who  own 
Clark  &  Stanfield  model.    That  is  the  reason  why. 
r.  Glabk.  There  is  not  anything  in  the  modeL 
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Mr.  Dykman.  1  do  not  think  there  is  anything  in  it. 

Mr.  Clabk.  We  will  give  you  the  plans  for  it.  We  will  be  perfectly 
happy  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Dykivian.  I  believe  you  would;  and  I  believe  you  would  deal 
fairly;  but  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  be  put  in  your  i)ower  to  favor  or 
to  discriminate  against  anyone  in  this  question. 

Second,  my  chief  objection  is  to  the  hundred  days'  clause.  See  what 
this  proposes:  Here  is  a  dock  that  Mr.  Dashiell  reports  he  was  told  by 
Mr.  Olark  would  cost  £100,000  complete,  and  Secretary  Roosevelt  sayi 
it  would  cost  £100,000— half  a  million  here. 

Mr.  Clark.  In  England,  though. 

Mr.  Dykman.  1  think  we  could  build  quite  as  cheaply  as  you  can. 

Senator  Tillman.  We  are  sending  steel  rails  over  there. 

Mr.  Dykman.  If  you  can  build  it  for  £100,000, 1  venture  the  assertion 
that  we  can  build  it  for  half  a  million  dollars,  and  I  hope  we  shall  have 
the  chance. 

Senator  Banna.  We  can  buy  the  plate  here  a  great  deal  cheaper  than 
you  can  make  it. 

Mr.  Dykman.  The  cost  of  this  dock  is  to  be  half  a  million  doUan, 
and  they  ask  18  per  cent,  $90,000,  for  one- third  of  the  time — one  hundred 
days.  If  you  assume  they  will  get  this  bounty,  then  you  are  paying  18 
per  cent  on  the  investment.  They  came  here  with  their  statement  and 
said  they  proposed  to  spend  a  million  and  a  half  dollars. 

Senator  Tillman.  That  is  18  per  cent  for  one  hundred  days,  and  it 
would  be  64  per  cent  for  three  hundred  days. 

Mr.  Dykman.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  it  exactly. 

Senator  Tillman.  In  other  words,  in  two  years  we  would  pay  for  the 
dock  and  they  would  own  it. 

Mr.  Dykman.  Exactly.    That  is  the  proposition. 

Senator  Tillman.  It  would  be  another  armor  business  exactly,  as 
Mr.  Blackburn  says. 

Mr.  Blackburn.  I  think  your  mathematics  are  faulty.  I  did  not 
know  this  amendment  required  any  $90,000. 

Mr.  Dykman.  The  board  on  this  subject  that  I  spoke  of  reported  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  closed  its  report  with  these  words: 

"This  board  is  of  the  conviction  that  all  Government  docks  should 
be  of  a  permanent  character  and  that  their  readiness  for  use  at  all 
times  should  be  assured  at  any  cost." 

Here  is  a  proposition  to  give  this  company  $90,000  for  one  hundred 
days,  and  leave  the  dock  free  for  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  to 
compete  with  self-sux)porting  industries.  They  will  to  a  dead  certainty 
fill  their  dock  every  one  of  those  days,  and  when  a  battle  ship  comeB 
limping  in  it  will  find  a  merchant  vessel  with  a  hole  in  her  bottom 
impossible  to  be  gotten  off  the  dock,  and  the  Oovemment  will  not  get 
the  one  hundred  days. 

Senator  Tillman.  Let  me  ask  you  a  question  right  there,  if  it  will 
not  interrupt  you.  I  do  not  think  it  will  break  the  continuity  of  your 
thought. 

Mr.  Dykman.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  answer  you. 

Senator  Tillman.  How  many  docks  have  you  now,  if  any,  that  will 
dock  one  of  the  battle  ships? 

Mr.  Dykman.  Our  largest  docks  would  dock  any  but  six  of  the  sbipfl 
of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Blaokbuen.  Have  you  a  single  dock  on  which  you  can  dock 
the  Oregon  and  the  Indiana? 

Mr.  Dykman.  No,  sir;  we  have  not,  but  I  will  tell  you  what  we  wiD 
do,  Senator. 
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.tor  Tillman.  If  the  (Government  will  give  yon  $90,000,  you  will 

ne  very  qnickly! 

Otkhan.  I  am  prepared  to  make  this  offer  here,  and  I  think 

r  Piatt  will  answer  for  the  responsibility  of  the  concern, 

tor  Platt  of  Ifew  York.  There  is  not  any  doubt  about  its 

jibility. 

tor  Chandleb.  What  is  the  name  of  your  organization  ? 

Dykman.  The  New  York  Dry  Dock  and  Repair  Company.    We 

ad  the  Chicago;  we  could  have  taken  the  Maine.    We  can  take 

ttle  ship  of  the  class  of  the  Maine.    We  could  give  the  Govern- 

>day  the  two  graving  docks  for  the  large  vessels;  we  could  give 

iting  docks  that  would  take  all  your  small  boats;  and  we  could 

repair  shop  in  which  you  could  make  any  repairs  that  you 
I.    And  we  will  do  more. ,  If  we  can  come  anywhere  near  what 
)wney  asks,  we  will  build  an  800-foot  graving  dock,  and  we  will 
for  the  whole  year,  every  day  in  the  year,  for  $115,000. 
tor  Tillman.  Of  what  depth  ? 
[>YKMAN.  A  depth  that  will  take  anything  you  build, 
tor  Tillman.  Anything  afloat? 

Oykman.  Anything  afloat  and  things  that  are  not  now  afloat. 
B  will  do  more.  We  will  contract  that  every  time  a  vessel  too 
)r  our  existing  docks  wants  docking  we  will  charge  them  at  the 
;  rate  and  turn  in  and  divide  that  with  the  Government, 
tor  Chandler.  You  mean  that  you  will  give  the  Government 
Qchise  every  day  in  the  year? 

Dykman.  They  shall  own  the  dock,  practically.    We  will  not 
hing  in  that  dock  any  day,  unless  the  Government  says  so;  and 
this  limitation.    Of  course  we  do  not  want  the  Government  to 
ships  that  will  compete  with  our  other  docks.    1  want  to  make 
ly  clear  my  proposition.    We  will  build  the  dock.    The  Govern- 
hall  have  the  exclusive  use  of  it,  and  the  Government  is  to  have 
tion  or  right  to  put  in  vessels  like  the  Kaiser  ^ilhelm,  the  Cam- 
the  Liwania,  the  St.  Paulj  or  the  St.  Louis.    Those  I  think  are 
y  trans- Atlantic  liners  that  will  not  go  into  our  present  docks, 
y  ship  that  can  not  go  into  our  present  docks  may  at  the  option 
Government  go  in,  and  we  will  do  the  work  and  we  will  divide 
ckage  with  the  Government,  and  that  shall  be  a  graving  dock, 
>  the  satisfaction  of  the  Navy  Department, 
ktor  Chandler.  Do  you  mean  a  floating  dock? 
Dykman.  No;  I  mean  a  graving  dock, 
btor  Chandler.  A  stationary  dock? 

Dykman.  Yes;  because  we  should  not  build  a  floating  dock  for 
ships.    We  should  build  a  graving  dock  for  a  battle  ship. 
,  you  see  right  here  what  these  gentlemen  ask.    They  are  going 

$90,000  or  some  considerable  sum  of  money  that  will  pay  all 
unning  expenses  and  leave  them  some  profit,  and  for  265  days  in 
IT  they  are  going  out  on  the  market  to  break  rates,  to  ruin  every 
g  industry  along  the  Atlantic  coast. 

Blackburn.  If  it  would  not  trouble  you  I  should  like  to  ask  just 
whether  that  is  the  feature  of  competition  which  you  object  to. 
Dykman.  I  do  not  fear  competition,  sir. 
itoT  Tillman.  You  fear  the  subsidy! 

Dykman.  I  fear  the  subsidy.    I  fear  the  man  who  gets  $90,000, 
cent,  in  a  dock. 

Blackburn.  You  want  to  get  $115,000. 
Dykman.  For  something,  sir,  that  I  gave  the  Grovernment  for 
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365  dayb  in  the  year,  and  which  will  cost  over  a  million.    And  I  do  not 
state  that  it  will  cost  $1,500,000  when  in  trath  it  costs  only  1500^(1(10. 

Senator  Mabtin.  How  long  would  it  be  before  you  would  have  your 
dock  ready  to  be  used? 

Mr.  Dykman.  It  would  take  much  longer  than  for  a  floating  docL 
We  can  not  build  a  graving  dock  in  a  short  time. 

Senator  Martin.  What  time  would  it  take? 

Mr.  Dykman.  I  think  it  would  take  two  years.  It  would  take  the 
best  part  of  two  years,  at  any  rate. 

Senator  Hanna.  Do  you  say  that  it  would  take  more  than  a  year! 

Mr.  Dykman.  Yes,  sir;  it  would  take  nearly  two  years,  I  think.  I 
wish  to  say  this.  They  are  not  only  going  to  demoralize  rates  in  }<ef 
York,  but  they  are  going  to  demoralize  rates  in  every  other  city  on  tiw 
Atlantic  coast,  because  the  vessels  go  where  they  can  get  cheap  dock' 
age,  and  it  will  be  the  certain  ruin  of  every  one  of  these  indoatiieB 
established  along  the  coast. 

Mr.  Blagkbubn.  I  do  not  want  to  interrupt  you,  but  let  roe  ask 
you  if  there  are  any  other  docks  in  New  Y^ork  except  those  embraeed 
in  the  syndicate  that  you  represent t 

Mr.  Dykman.  I  do  not  represent  a  syndicate,  sir.  There  are  lots  of 
docks,  but  no  large  docks.    We  have  all  the  large  docks. 

Let  me  say  that  up  to  the  time  when  we  took  hold  and  took  charge 
of  these  docks,  to  make  this  company,  the  docks  had  been  warriBf 
against  each  other  until  every  one  of  them  went  through  bankmptcyu 
one  shape  or  another,  and  they  have  not  yet  paid  a  dividend  eithtf, 
under  one  consolidated  management.  The  war  of  rates  that  will  be 
brought  on  is  pretty  likely  again  to  make  New  York  docks  as  unsafe  as 
they  were  when  the  shipowners  intervened  to  cure  that  condition  tfae 
last  time. 

There  is  another  point  that  I  want  to  make.  The  dry  dock  is  simply 
a  tool.  It  is  the  chief  tool  used  in  repairs.  As  soon  as  yon  give  t4)a. 
private  company  the  Government  docking,  you  must  give  them  theGor* 
ernment  repairing,  because  the  tools  have  got  to  be  taken  where  their 
dry  dock  is,  where  the  ship  is  in  their  dock.  More  is  behind  this  thao 
even  the  $90,000  a  year.  The  whole  repairing  business  in  that  dock  \i 
involved. 

Senator  Perkins.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  you  take  a  ship  yon  do  not 
permit  outside  machine  shops  at  your  dock;  you  put  obstacles  in  tbeir 
way  so  as  to  make  it  unprofitable.  That  is  the  way  on  the  Paci^ 
coast,  at  least. 

Mr.  Dykman.  We  do  not  encourage  it.  We  have  a  company  that  a 
associated  with  us  that  does  the  repairing  business. 

Senator  Perkins.  I  am  a  steamship  man  and  I  know  that  is  the  case 
on  the  Pacific  coast.  We  have  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  that 
line  and  we  might  as  well  understand  it.  The  fact  is  as  yon  ha^ 
stated! 

Mr.  Dykman.  It  is  the  fact. 

Senator  Perkins.  The  docking  of  a  ship  carries  with  it  the  repairiogt 

Mr.  Dykman.  It  does;  and  as  we  are  in  the  repairing  basinesawe 
manage  to  get  most  of  the  repairing  of  the  vessels  that  come  on  oor 
dock. 

Mr.  Downey.  No  part  of  our  proposition  looks  towMxl  the  makiag 
of  the  Oovernment  repairs.  To  Secretary  Long  I  said  specifically^  ^ 
believe  in  the  Government  doing  their  own  repairs.  We  do  not  propoaj 
to  do  any  part  of  the  Government  repairs.  They  have  got  a  navy-yir* 
in  Brooklyn  and  they  have  men  and  machinery^  and  it  shoold  be  keift 
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If  oar  proposition  does  uot  specify  it,  it  means  that  we  do  not 
pose  to  do  any  part  of^  the  Government  repairs  on  the  warships  in 
B  we  should  establish  this  dock. 

Ir.  Dykman.  There  are  heavy  tools  that  can  not  be  moved. 
"beOHAiBMAN.  It  is  now  a  little  past  12  o*clock.    The  committee 
( lieard  both  sides  of  this  case  and,  perhaps,  it  is  impracticable  to  go 
fbrther  now.    Some  members  of  the  committee  desire  to  go  into  the 
late. 

teuator  Tillman.  Does  Mr.  Dykman  wish  to  continue  f  Would  he 
)  to  have  more  time  ? 

^oator  Chandleb.  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  go  on  farther  to-day. 
€nator  Tillman.  But  if  we  are  not  to  have  another  meeting  of  the 
iniittee  P  just  wanted  to  know  if  Mr.  Dykman  is  satisfied  that  he 
Lad  the  time  necessary  to  present  his  case? 

[r.  Dykman.  I  could  go  on  further,  and  I  was  intending  to  say  more, 
I  think  what  I  have  to  say  further  I  can  perhaps  submit  to  the 
mittee  in  writing. 

be  Chairman.  If  you  can  do  that,  there  will  be  ample  opi)ortunity. 
had  better  do  it  pretty  soon.  I  would  make  the  same  suggestion 
to  Senator  Blackburn. 

r.  Blackburn.  That  privilege  will  be  extended  to  both  sides,  I 
srstand. 

le  Chairman.  The  committee  are  quite  limited  in  this  matter  as  to 
.  Anything  jthat  either  side — using  that  term  on  this  question — 
e  to  submit  to  the  committee  they  will  send  in  as  soon  as  possi- 
[)eeause  the  naval  appropriation  bill  frill  be  here  in  the  course  of  a 
:,  I  presume. 

'.  Blackburn.  The  chairman  and  the  committee  have  been  very 
;eoas.  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  heard  Mr.  Dykman  until 
as  entirely  through.  I  should  also  have  been  glad  if  Mr.  Downey 
t  have  had  a  few  minutes.  He  is  the  president  of  the  company 
ng  this  proposition. 

aator  Chandler.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  one  more  meeting. 
.  Blackburn.  And  especially  I  should  like  to  have  Mr.  Dashiell 
he  Admiral  make  statements. 

e  Chairman.  On  what  day  can  we  have  another  meeting? 
lator  Tillman.  I  move  that  the  committee  adjourn  until  Satur- 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
a  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Saturday,  March  36, 1898. 

B  committee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Bsent:  Senators  Hale  (chairman),  Perkins,  Chandler,  Hanna, 
tan,  Butler,  and  McEnery;  also  Bear- Admiral  E.  O.  Matthews, 
(tant  Naval  Constructor  E.  B.  Dashiell,  Hon.  Israel  F.  Fischer, 
iyonel  Clark,  Hon.  L.  B.  Payson,  Mr.  W.  N.  Dykman,  Mr.  T.  Clyde, 
Wallace  Downey,  and  Mr.  Frank  B.  King. 

STATEMEVT  OF  EEABrADMIRAL  E.  0.  MATTHEWS. 

miral  Matthews.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  to  the  proposition  as  made 
e  proposed  amendment  offered  by  Senator  Piatt,  it  strikes  me  that 
■ather  inadvisable  that  the  Government  should  enter  into  any 
iment  of  that  kind  to  run  on  time.  In  connection  with  a  floating 
the  question  as  to  where  repairs  must  be  effected  is  always  com- 

P- 
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Early  in  the  present  Admiuistration  I  suggested  to  Secretary  Loi 
that  iu  order  to  increase  the  number  of  dry  docks  I  thought  it  woo 
be  well  to  enter  into  some  arrangements  with  private  companies  whe 
the  demands  of  commerce  call  for  a  dock,  simply  to  make  an  arrangeme 
with  them  to  appropriate  such  money  as  would  render  the  dock  ava 
able  for  docking  battle  ships,  the  Government  to  pay  the  differeuce 
expense,  citing  the  case  of  the  German  Government.  The  North  Cn 
man  Lloyds  were  proposing,  to  build  some  large  wooden  docks 
Bremerhaven.  The  German  Government  stepi)ed  in  and  offered 
appropriate,  I  think  it  was  two  million  marks,  towards  the  enterprii 
provided  the  Lloyds  would  put  iu  stone  docks,  to  be  subject  to  the  m 
of  the  German  Government  when  needed.  They  were  to  pay  this  loo 
sum,  but  not  to  enter  into  any  agreement  for  running  them  for  a  tan 
of  years,  as  is  proposed  in  this  instance.  It  would  frequently  be  tl 
case  that  we  would  not  need  the  dock  probably  once  a  year,  jet  i 
would  be  called  upon  to  pay  a  large  sum  x)cr  annum,  whatever  itmifl 
be,  and  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  we  would  have  nothing  in  reton 
If  they  went  up  to  the  limit  of  the  ninety  thousand  dollars  as  propoM 
in  the  amendment  it  would  make  $1,800,000  that  we  would  have  pii 
for  the  use  of  a  dock  belonging  to  somebody  else. 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  think  that  would  be  a  good  trade! 

Admiral  Matthews.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  trade  at  4 
sir.  It  would  be  very  difficult  to  accommodate  that  dock  at  the  pregjesi 
time  alongside  the  Brooklyn  yard  if  towed  up  there,  becaase  it  isi 
very  large  thing.  It  is  a  constant  trouble  when  a  ship  is  in  there,  asil 
is  not  as  convenient  for  working  on  as  it  would  be  if  she  were  ini 
graving  dock. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  your  general  view  about  the  merit  of  tht 
steel  floating  dock  as  compared  with  permanent  docks,  with  gnvin( 
docks? 

Admiral  Matthews.  I  think  for  Government  purposes  the  concreA 
graving  dock  is  the  proper  thing  to  have.  It  is  the  cheapest  iu  the  eol 
and  by  far  the  most  useful. 

The  Chaibman.  Do  you  not  think  there  are  places,  for  instanceirtii 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  where  a  steel  dock  is  the  best  that  ood 
be  usedt    What  is  your  view  about  that? 

Admiral  Matthews.  I  suppose  that  dock  would  be  the  best  tM 
could  be  used  there.  It  is  going  to  be  a  very  difficult  thing  to  «» 
struct  a  dock  of  any  kind  at  that  point.  The  rise  and  fall  of  tbe  tidfli 
as  you  may  say,  which  is  annual,  is  17  feet.  That  being  annual,  yo> 
must  have  the  dock  at  least  to  the  foil  depth  at  low  water.  That  wooii 
require  a  30-foot  dock  to  be  47  feet  deep  below  the  high  water.  That  is^ 
an  alluvial  soil.  The  entrance  to  the  dock  would  have  to  be  well  ban 
from  the  bank  of  the  river.  Then  when  you  would  want  to  dock  a  shift 
you  would  probably  have  to  dredge  it  out  in  all  cases.  You  could  w 
keep  it  free  of  the  mud. 

In  regard  to  the  floating  dock,  there  is  an  eddy  opposite  Algi^ 
The  bottom,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  out  about  170  feet  from  the  sh^ 
reaches  a  depth  of  54  feet  at  low  water.  That  depth  would  be  require 
for  any  floating  dock  in  order  to  sink  it  deep  enough  to  take  inabatft 
ship  drawing,  say,  30  feet,  because  this  is  supposed  to  dock  battle shij^ 
when  they  are  injured.  The  deepest  draft  of  the  present  battle  shipBtf 
27  feet.  When  injured  they  begin  to  draw  more  water,  and  we  ottp" 
to  count  on  at  least  30  feet. 

The  Chaishan.  In  any  case,  in  taking  into  account  the  dimension 
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rdodE  and  its  depth,  yoa  would  take^  into  consideration  the  fBtxst  that 

iitle  ship,  Tviien  injured  from  any  cause,  lies  lower  in  the  water  f 

dmiral  Matthews.  Yes,  sir. 

le  Chairman.  You  would  make  an  allowance  of  about  3  feetf 

dmiral  Matthews.  At  least. 

le  Ohaieman.  Above  the  average  draft  f 

dmiral  Matthews.  Yes,  sir.    I  would  make  that  allowance  at  low 

^.    A  ship  is  apt  to  be  injured  just  as  frequently  at  low  water  as 

igh,  and  if  injured  and  needing  a  dock,  the  leakage  exceeding  the 

Msity  of  the  pumps,  you  want  to  reach  the  dock  at  once.    You  arrive 

e  a  moment  after  high  water,  and  you  have  got  to  wait  12  hours 

•re  you  can  have  a  chance  to  get  in  it.    In  the  meantime  you  can 

beach  that  ship  as  we  could  beach  the  old  ones. 

tie  Chairman.  How  many  of  the  docks  recommended  by  the  board 

he  programme  now  before  Congress  would  have  the  capacity 

lired  under  the  conditions  you  have  just  stated,  allowing  3  feet 

e  than  the  draft  for  iujuries? 

dmiral  Matthews.  As   I  remember,  the  dock   at  Boston  was 

rmmended  to  be  30  feet  at  mean  low  water.    Mr.  Dashiell  will 

t>ably  recollect  about  that. 

[r.  Dashiell.  At  mean  high  water.  Admiral,  I  think,  sir. 

admiral  Matthews.  It  states  it  in  the  report  ^^  mean  high."    I  think 

t  was  pointed  out  as  a  mistake. 

[r.  Dashiell.  I  do  not  think  so,  sir.    It  will  cost  so  much  to  get  it 

nean  low  water  and  put  it  at  mean  high — not  at  spring  tides,  but 

m  high. 

"he  Chairman.  If  that  is  true,  would  it  meet  the  purpose  f 

idmiral  Matthews.  It  would  not  meet  the  purpoi-^e  at  all,  sir. 

lie  Chairman.  It  would  not  be  a  dock  useful  at  all  times? 

Ldmiral  Matthews.  Ko,  sir.    Take  the  defense  of  Boston.    A  battle 

}  would  naturally  be  kept  by  her  commanding  officer  at  full  draft  to 

ready  for  any  duty  that  might  be  called  for.    A  vessel  of  the  Indiana 

»  would  draw  27  feet.    She  gets  a  punch  below  the  belt.    She  begins 

lediately  to  deepen  her  draft.    If,  for  any  reason,  her  pumps  can 

at  least  exceed  the  leakage,  she  is  going  to  increase  her  draft,  and 

[  keep  on  increasing  it.    She  gets  to  the  yard  a  moment  after  high 

»r,  and  she  is  to  go  on  sinking  for  twelve  hours  before  they  will  be 

3  to  use  that  dock. 

he  Chairman.  Then  you  do  not  think  a  dock  30  feet  at  mean  high 

er  is  a  desirable  one  to  build  there? 

.dmiral  Matthews.  No,  sir ;  I  think  all  our  docks  should  be  at  mean 

water. 

he  Chairman.  That  would  cost  morel 

.dmiral  Matthews.  It  would  cost  more,  but  it  would  save  the  battle 

>;  it  might  save  many  times  the  value  of  the  dock,  because  the 

tie  ship  at  that  time  is  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  the  $5,000,000 

ended  on  her. 

he  Chairman,  Your  mind  is  very  clear  on  that  point? 

.dmiral  Matthews.  Yes,  sir. 

he  Chairman.  You  would  not  recommend  that  a  30-foot  dock  at 

A  high  water  should  be  built  there? 

dmiral  Matthews.  No,  sir;  as  they  have  a  rise  and  fall  of  tide 

e,  mean,  I  think  of  9  feet  6.    Probably  we  might  let  it  go  at,  say,  half 

•  » 

le  Ohairbcan.  That  would  not  be  as  good  as  at  low  water  f 
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Admiral  Matthews.  It  'woald  not  be  as  good  as  the  30-foot  doel 

The  Chairman.  Now,  take  the  next  dock  that  the  board  recommeo 
the  dock  at  League  Island. 

Admiral  Matthews.  There  they  have  a  rise  and  fall  of  tide  of  ab 
6  feet;  and  if  that  word  ^^high"  stands,  as  Mr.  Dashiell  says,  I  an< 
stood  it  was  a  typographical  error 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Ko,  sir;  it  was  not. 

Admiral  Matthews.  There  would  be  the  same  trouble  again. 

The  Chairman.  Yon  would  not  recommend  a  30-foot  dock  than 
mean  high  water? 

Admiral  Matthews.  No,  sir;  not  at  any  place. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  the  next  one  recommended  is  at  Nortblk. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  The  board  recommended  one  at  Nofolk  if  they  diedf 
the  channel. 

The  Chairman.  I  am  coming  to  that  by  and  by. 

Admiral  Matthews.  At  Norfolk  it  does  not  make  so  much  differeo 
because  there  is  a  rise  and  fall  of  tide  there  of  only  2  feet. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  the  next  one. 

Admiral  Matthews.  The  next  one  is  a  floating  dock  at  ^Igic 
That  can  be  of  any  depth.  It  is  merely  a  question  of  building  apl 
sides  of  caissons.  Then  at  Mare  Island  they  propose  30  feet  at  hi 
water.  We  are  dredgiug  there,  but  with  our  present  appropriation 
are  dredging  but  28  feet  at  low  water  and  U)  feet  alongside  the  « 
walls  aud  in  front  of  the  present  dock,  that  is,  30  feet  at  low  water, 
think  all  the  docks  should  be  arranged  for  30  feet  at  low  water. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  tide  is  there! 

Admiral  Matthews.  About  4^  feet. 

The  Chairman.  You  would  have  30  feet  at  low  water  theief 

Admiral  Matthews.  Yes,  su\ 

The  Chairman.  Now,  leaving  the  question  of  the  depth  of  docks  a 
your  view  as  to  what  it  should  be,  take  the  first  one,  Boston.  Wkal 
the  depth  of  water  there  in  the  channel? 

Admiral  Matthews.  I  think  they  have  now  at  low  water  27  or 
feet.  There  are  a  few  lumps  there.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  hi 
been  dredged  out  or  not. 

The  Chairman.  Of  what  use  would  be  a  dock  built  there  at  30  fi 
depth,  mean  low  water,  until  the  harbor  is  dredged  to  give  a  cor 
spending  depth  f 

Admiral  Matthews.  Until  that  time  it  would  not  be,  but  the  da 
if  built  properly,  should  be  a  thing  for  a  thousand  years. 

The  Chairman.  But  it  could  not  be  used,  and  it  would  practically 
so  much  capital  sunk,  until  the  harbor  was  dredged  f 

Admiral  Matthews.  Yes,  sir;  until  the  harbor  was  dredged  tot 
proper  depth. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  the  condition  in  Boston  to-dayf 

Admiral  Matthews.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  If  we  had  there  today  just  such  a  dock  as  f 
desire,  with  the  depth  you  think  essential,  it  would  be  of  no  practi( 
use  to  us  for  the  great  battle  ships  f 

Admiral  Matthews.  No,  sir.  That  is,  at  low  water  we  would  i 
be  able  to  get  a  battle  ship  there  if  she  drew  30  feet. 

Senator  Hanna.  Is  there  not  some  place  within  the  limits  of  theltf 
bor  of  Boston  available  without  confining  yourself  to  the  Nav]r-y« 
location  t 

Admiral  Matthews.  Then  you  get  out  exposed  to  the  fire  of  i 
enemy. 
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Hanna.  Would  a  mile  make  much  difference  as  to  where  the 
ocated  there? 

Matthews.  You  have  got  to  go  oat  more  than  a  mile  unless 
>  dredging.    It  is  easier  to  dredge,  and  it  does  not  cost  so 

B. 

Hanna.  Will  dredging  be  required  at  the  entrance  of  the 
only  at  the  approaches  to  the  dockf 

Matthews.  No.    Between  the  lower  part  of  East  Boston — 
e  name  of  the  point  there — the  old  hsh  house,  and  South 
is  lumpy. 
Hanna.  It  would  not  be  so  difficult  to  dredge? 

Matthews.  It  is  very  easy  to  dredge.    It  is  soft  mud. 
LiHMAN.  Are  any  fortifications  other  than  those  which  are 
needed  in  Boston  to  protect  that  harbor  f 

Matthews.  I  believe  the  Army  is  putting  up  batteries  to 
)  anchorage  over  on  the  Nahant  side.    They  have  those  and 
en,  and  I  believe  also  they  are  fortifying  Point  AUerton. 
LiBMAN.  Now,  go  to  League  Island;  that  is  the  next.    What 
litiou  there  as  to  accessibility  t 

Matthews.  We  have  now  27  feet,  and  I  believe  the  plans 
Ige  to  30  teet. 

LIBMAN.  If  a  battle  ship  of  27  feet  draft  were  injured  and 
t  in  the  water,  she  could  not  get  into  a  30foot  channel? 

Matthews.  Well,  she  could  work  through  and  be  dragging 
it  that  would  be  only  at  the  moment  of  low  water. 
Ghandleb.  She  would  have  to  wait  for  high  water. 
.  Matthews.  Every  moment  it  would  increase.    Giving  her 

she  could  go  ahead. 

LIBMAN.    Now  take  Norfolk.    What  is  the  depth  of  water 

Matthews.  At  Norfolk  we  have  26  feet.    They  are  dredg- 
k,  to  30.    I  think  that  is  their  contract  now. 
Hanna.  Eow  much  water  is  there  at  Newport  News? 

Matthews.  There,  I  think,  it  is  something  like  six  fathoms. 
LIBMAN.  There  is  great  depth  there? 

I  Matthbws.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  plenty  of  water  there.  There 
that  they  propose  building  there.  I  was  asking  the  official 
before  yesterday  about  it.  They  propose  building  a  dock  to 
cattle  ships,  to  be  1,100  feet  long,  with  a  concrete  entrance, 
a  wooden  dock.  Now,  as  a  mercantile  venture,  a  merchant 
for  his  own  fortune.  He  is  not  counting  his  great-grandchil- 
vooden  dock  is  cheaper,  and  will  last  to  make  your  fortune, 
not  last  for  your  great  grandchildren.  The  Government  has 
3  the  hereafter  into  consideration. 

LIBMAN.  You  do  not  say  that  a  dock  built  there  of  wood, 
length  and  depth  and  water,  would  not  be  for  years  to  come 
ible  and  useful? 

1  Matthews.  Oh,  there  is  no  doubt  of  that. 
AIBMAN.  But  you  would  not  recommend  that  the  Govern- 
I  that  kind  of  a  dock  for  itself? 

I  Matthews.  No,  sir.  There  is  a  case  I  think  where  it 
a  good  thing  for  the  Government  to  supplement  that  eilter- 

pay  them  a  bonus  if  they  would  substitute  concrete  for 

iiBMAN.  You  have  stated  the  conditions  at  Algiers? 
I  Matthews.  Yes,  sir. 

K 3 
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The  Chairman.  Kow,  as  to  Mare  Island.  What  is  the  com 
there  as  to  occessibility  in  the  channel  f 

Admiral  Matthews.  At  the  present  time  off  Pinole  Point  the 
nel  is  at  the  lowest  part  only  aboat  19  to  20  feet  at  low  water. 

Senator  Perkins.  Twenty-two  feet,  the  pilots  report.  I  have  a 
here  to  that  effect. 

Admiral  Matthews.  We  had  a  survey  made  by  the  Coast  Sai 

Senator  Pekkins.  Have  you  the  last  tracing  of  the  Survey  sIk 
Rodney^  which  has  been  surveying  there? 

Admiral  Matthews.  As  I  recollect  it,  that  was  about  two  year 

Senator  Perkins.  The  Rodney  was  engaged  upon  that  sarve 
year. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  your  survey  determine! 

Admiral  Matthews.  It  gave  19  feet  as  the  lowest  point. 

The  Chairman.  What  would  it  be  at  high  water! 

Admiiral  Matthews.  It  is  4  feet  6  there.    That  would  be  23  fe 

The  Chairman.  What  could  a  battle  ship  do  in  the  way  of  getti 
there? 

Admiral  Matthews.  She  could  not  get  in  there.  But  we  hav^ 
at  the  Mare  Island  yard  a  large  plant.  You  do  need  a  battle-ship 
there. 

The  Chairman.  Would  you  build  the  dock  first  and  then  d 
afterwards,  or  build  and  dredge  simultaneously? 

Admiral  Matthews.  I  would  dredge  simultaneously  with  the! 
ing  of  the  dock. 

Senator  Perkins.  Permit  me  to  make  a  statement  right  here, 
quite  familiar  with  that  point.  Sail  Pablo  Bay  is  a  great  bighv 
commerce.  We  exported  from  California  last  year  nearly  a  n 
tons  of  wheat,  and  90  2>or  cent  of  it  came  from  Port  Costa,  on  thai 
At  Point  Pinole  there  are  two  miles  and  some  rods  where  the  de 
from  the  mines  made  a  deposit  of  light  mud.  The  estimate  of  th 
of  dredging  it  is  about  9150,000.  That  must  be  done  in  the  inter 
commerce  regardless  of  the  navy-yard,  which  the  Admiral  is  so 
oughly  familiar  with.  An  appropriation  has  been  made  for  dre 
between  Vallejo  and  Mare  Island.  This  is  simply  a  bar  that  has 
formed  there  by  the  floating  detritus  or  debris  that  has  come  do^ 
river.  That  will  be  dredged  in  the  interest  of  commerce  regard) 
what  our  Government  may  require  at  Mare  Island.  Therefore 
simply  a  partial  impediment. 

The  Chairman.  What  depth  will  it  be  dredged  f 

Senator  Perkins.  I  have  letters  from  pilots  stating  that  they 
taken  several  loaded  ships  this  year  from  Port  Costa  to  San  Frai 
Bay  drawing  26  feet  of  water,  and  there  was  plenty  of  water  the; 
between  the  keel  and  the  debris. 

The  Chairman.  Admiral,  yon  do  not  know  what  the  proposit 
for  dredging  and  to  what  depth  f 

Admiral  Matthews.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Perkins.  About  6  feet  the  Coast  Survey  recommend 
for  2  miles,  a  channel  of  400  feet. 

The  Chairman.  Six  feet  added  to  19  would  make  25  feet. 

Senator  Perkins.  But  the  Admiral  has  his  figures  transpot 
think;  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  last  tracing  I  had  of  thes 
showed  22  feet.  I  got  it  from  the  office  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic 
vey.  Then  the  pilots  are  without  any  trouble  or  danger  taking 
that  draw  26  feet.  I  have  a  letter  from  the  Union  Iron  Works  b: 
that  the  Oregon  could  have  gone  up  there  without  any  trouble,  h 
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Bs  were  willing  to  receiye  her -at  the  harbor,  and  therefore  they 

)  towage. 

U  Matthbws.  The  tracing  that  I  have  is  only  about  21  and 

t  the  northern  end  of  their  survey.    It  shows  some  19  feet. 

all  soft  mud.    It  is  just  the  deposit  from  the  mining  there. 

r  Pbbkiks.  The  mining  has   now  stopped,  and  when  the 

s  once  dredged  there  will  be  no  trouble  there. 

LUBMAN.  That  is  the  last  then  of  your  recommendations. 

1  anything  further,  Admiral,  that  you  wish  to  present  to  the 

e  on  this  subject? 

U  Matthews.  On  the  general  subject  of  docks? 

[AiBiCAN.  Yes,  on  this  subject. 

d  Matthews.  Yes,  sir.    The  other  day  I  received  a  copy  of 

bat  had  be^u  sent  to  the  House  Naval  Committee — I  believe 

ramp— advocating  wooden  doeks.    He  compared  the  League 

)ck,  which  cost  9548,700,  with  the  Mare  Island  dock,  which 

(2,000. 

[AIRMAN.  What  dock  do  you  refer  to  that  cost  $2,772,000? 

il  Matthews.  The  stone  or  concrete  dock' at  Mare  Island. 

[AIBMAN.  What  are  its  dimensions?     What  is  its  depth  of 

il  Matthews.  The  dock  at  Mare  Island  gives  27  feet  6  inches 
sill.  You  can  get  really  more  than  that.  It  is  459  feet  on 
s.  That  is  all  concrete.  A  short  time  ago,  in  answering  the 
of  maintenance  and  so  on,  when  writing  about  Mare  Island, 
olutely  sure,  I  telegraphed  the  commandant  at  Mare  Island, 
is  the  leakage  of  your  dock  t "  ^'  Practically  nothing."  In 
Br  of  Mr.  Cramp  to  the  House  they  represent  the  running 
of  the  League  Island  dock,  which  was  opened  about  the  same 

I  the  Mare  Island  dock  was 

[AIRMAN.  Tlie  wooden  dock  ? 

1.1  Matthews.  The  wooden  dock  at  League  Island.  The 
)  the  "  dock  vroper"  they  put  at  $10,000.  At  Mare  Island 
Both  were  opened,  I  believe,  in  1891.  In  regard  to  the  first 
lose  docks,  the  Mare  Island  dock  was  nineteen  years  in  build- 
^as  built  by  driblets.  It  is  a  wonder,  really,  that  it  did  not 
B  or  iour  million  dollars.   Yon  had  to  build  just  as  you  got  the 

r  Tillman.  What  would  you  estimate  such  a  dock  to  cost 

II  at  once  ? 

%l  Matthews.  Well,  for  a  larger  dock  than  that  of  concrete 

ates  were  a  million  and  a  quarter. 

I A IBMAN.  What  is  that  dock  now  good  for  ?    Suppose  the  large 

;sels  could  get  up  to  her,  could  she  take  them  in  with  security 

brt? 

ftl  Matthews.  She  takes  in  anything  but  battle  ships. 

r  Peekins.  It  is  constantly  in  use. 

r  Hanna.  By  the  Government  ? 

r  Perkins.  Yes,  sir. 

Ed  Matthews.    Oh,  yes.    The  only  thing  is  as  to  the  inverted 

itrance.    At  the  time  that  dock  was  built  we  did  not  count  on 

iut  shape  of  ships'  bottoms.    Now  a  section  of  a  battle  ship's 

I  like  a  box  with  the  corners  rounded  off,  and  the  inverted 

;he  entrance  would  just  take  a  little  more  off  the  corner. 

im  that  she  could  take  a  battle  ship. 

r  TuXMAN.  Can  you  not  change  that  arch  with  a  little  co^t^ 
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Admiral  Matthkws.  It  would  cramp  the  altars.  Inside  it  wc 
have  to  be  cut  away  somewhat  in  order  to  give  room  for  work.  If 
work  on  the  bottom  of  these  ships  you  want  light  and  air.  The  all 
would  come  very  close  to  her  bilges.  So  1  proposetl,  as  Chief  of 
Bureau,  to  cut  out  that  arch,  but  the  cionstructors  opposed  it  o» 
ground  that  it  would  not  bo  worth  it  after  they  got  in,  owing  to  the  al 
being  too  close  to  the  ship's  side. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  letter  misrepresenting  fact«.  the  $10,000 
repairs  to  the  League  Island  dock  is  a  proper  statement.  After 
battle  ship  Massachusetts  was  launched  (I  do  not  mean  after  she 
armored  or  anything  of  that  kind)  she  was  put  in  there  for  some  o 
hauling,  and  while  they  had  some  of  the  bottom  ])late8  oif,  the  nl 
of  the  bottom  of  that  dock,  three  or  four  of  them,  burst  oflF  and  i 
began  to  flow  in.  The  dock  at  this  time  has  had  $10,000  expended 
repairs  to  the  body  of  the  dock.  Then  the  abutments  are  tendiiij 
move  in,  and  we  have  $64,000  now  available  for  repairs  of  the  co^ 
of  that  dock,  where  the  tops  of  piles  and  altar  backing  have  rotted 

The  Chairman.  You  are  speaking  of  the  League  Island  dock! 

Admiral  Matthews.  Of  the  League  Island  dock.  These  are 
repairs  that  are  needed  at  this  time,  and  they  would  have  been  stai 
but  for  the  reports  recommending  a  change  in  widening  the  entrai 
which  would  have  interfered  with  this  work. 

The  Chairman.  You  recommended  at  League  Island  the  buildiuj 
another  dock! 

Admiral  Matthews.  Another  dock  of  concrete. 

The  Chairman.  Just  as  at  Marc  Island  f 

Admiral  Matthews.  Yes,  sir;  now  instead  of  the  $75,000  expen< 
at  Mare  Island  for  repairs  to  the  dock  (because  the  caisson,  tbe  doi 
the  pumx)s,  and  all  that  are  common  to  all  docks,  and  you  can  co 
them  out)  in  the  long  time  of  building  that  dock  they  had  built  a  d 
caisson,  which  is  a  little  boat  of  light  draft  with  an  exaggerated  k 
which  made  the  caisson. 

The  Chairman.  Which  dock  are  you  speaking  off 

Admiral  Matthews.  Mare  Island. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  left  the  League  Island  dock? 

Admiral  Mattheavs.  Yes,  sir;  the  $10,000  were  properly  expent 
on  repairs  proper  to  the  dock  at  League  Island. 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  that  the  report  as  to  the  expenditnn 
League  Island  is  correct! 

Admiral  Matthews.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  But  it  is  incorrect,  or  at  least  it  is  misleadinf 
regards  Mare  Island! 

Admiral  JN' atthbws.  Yes,  sir.  At  Mare  Island,  as  to  the  expei 
charged  to  the  dock  proper,  it  was  opened  in  1801,  and  that  yeai 
have  $700  charged  to  it.  Upon  examining  the  books  I  find  it  was 
clearing  up  around  the  dock,  but  as  the  only  ap])ropriation  to  wl 
this  expenditure  could  be  charged  was  the  appropriation  for  the  d( 
and  as  it  was  a  legitimate  charge,  it  was  charged  to  the  dock* pro] 
Then  a  new  caisson  was  included  in  the  $76,000.  That  had  notl 
whatever  to  do  with  the  dock.  Then  the  traveling  crane,  which  t 
have  not  got  at  League  Island,  was  put  in,  making  ui>  the  I^T.^WK). 
regard  to  the  actual  cost  of  the  dock  proper,  aside  from  the  $70( 
18:)1,  which  was  from  the  appropriation  for  the  dock  proper,  hut 
for  clearing  up  around  the  body  of  the  dock  after  it  was  opened 
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18d4  there  is  another  small  charge  of  about  tloO,  and  in  1896  there 
eome^  another  one  for  putting  screens  around  the  steel  capstans  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  dirt.  A  little  of  the  appropriation  was  continued 
over  into  1897,  making  altogether  about  (1,600  that  has  been  charged 
to  the  dock  proper,  but  none  of  which  really  had  anything  to  do  with 
repairs  to  the  dock. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  a  small  matter,  involving  only  a  few  hun- 
dred dollars.  Since  the  time  when  it  was  ready  for  use,  in  1891,  what 
do  you  think,  on  an  average,  has  been  expended  annually  for  keeping  it 
in  order! 

Admiral  Matthews.  For  the  dock  proper! 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  not  to  be  accurate,  but  to  give  some  general 
estimate. 

Admiral  Matthews.  A  liberal  estimate  of  the  expense  would  be  $50 
^  year. 

TheCHAiBHAN.  Practically  nothing! 

Admiral  Matthews.  Practically  nothing. 

Senator  Tillman.  In  other  words,  when  you  get  a  good  concrete 
€lock  you  have  got  a  dock  forever! 

Admiral  Matthews.  You  have  got  a  good  dock,  and  every  year 
tkhat  dock  is  down  it  is  improving;  it  is  getting  harder  and  stronger. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  of  concrete,  faced  with  granite! 

Admiral  Matthews.  The  proposition  was  to  build  it  6f  concrete 
9nd  face  it  with  granite.  A  great  deal  of  capital  has  been  made  in 
:favor  of  the  wooden  docks  by  taking  as  an  example  the  Boston  dock. 
^Iliat  is  called  a  stone  dock.  It  was  opened  in  18^.  At  that  time  we 
«lid  not  have  the  Portland  cement  that  we  have  to-day.  The  backing 
of  that  dock  was  Stone  rubble  laid  in  hydraulic  lime,  which  is  about 
^^hat  we  call  Bosendale  cement  at  the  present  time.  It  dissolves  under 
trhe  action  of  salt  water.  It  gets  cold  up  in  Boston.  The  lime  dissolv- 
ing out,  the  water  pressing  in  from  behind,  it  got  through  to  the  altars. 
I  was  captain  in  the  yard  there  along  from  in  1887  to  1890.  I  had 
charge  of  it.  The  altars  were  all  tipped  back,  and  in  no  case  did  the 
<^ment  of  the  seams  adhere  to  the  stone  on  both  sides;  it  was  all 
lM>ken  out. 

The  Chairman.  In  short,  your  opinion  is  that  where  we  caii  we  had 
lietter  build  granite  or  concrete  docks  instead  of  wooden  docks! 

Admiral  Matthews.  Yes,  sir;  concrete  faced  with  granite.  The  con- 
^^rete  is  cheaper  than  granite  itself,  but  for  the  facing  you  want  either 
^anite  or  vitrified  brick. 

Senator  Perkins.  How  do  the  teredo,  the  limnoria,  and  other  marine 
insects  affect  wooden  docks  here  on  the  Atlantic! 

Admiral  Matthews.  The  Norfolk  dock  was  opened  in  1889.  It  is  a 
'Wooden  dock.  When  the  Texas  was  put  in  that  dock,  several  years 
^go,  for  extensive  alterations,  the  caisson  was  placed  in  the  inner 
Sroove,  th  us  exposing  the  outer  groove  to  the  salt  water.  That  outer  sUl 
^nd  groove  were  of  creosoted  oak  timber.  A  couple  of  years  ago  I  was 
4own  there  when  they  were  repairing  it,  and  I  directed  them  to  send 
tue  samples,  not  selecting  them,  but  just  taking  them  as  they  came, 
%ith  no  selection  at  all.  This  box  which  was  in  my  office  was  filled 
Vjth  small  chunks  of  oak  timber.  You  could  smell  the  creosote  stiU, 
bat  the  oak  was  thoroughly  honeycombed.  You  could  not  get  a  quar- 
ter of  an  inch  of  solid  oak  anywhere.  The  entrance  way  to  that  dock 
was  completely  eaten  away.  In  1896  I  gave  the  money  for  replacing 
hat  with  creosoted  timber,  and  then  sheathing  it  with  quarter-inch 
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iron,  as  the  only  means  we  had  of  approaching  any  protection  from 
teredo.  The  teredo  begins  to  work  in  Jnne  and  it  works  lively  ii{ 
September. 

It  was  the  same  way  at  Port  Boyal.  The  entrance  thert)  was  ei 
soted.  Last  year  when  down  there,  taking  a  skiff  I  went  to  the  i 
charge  cnl vert.  On  one  side  it  was  creosoted  timber;  on  the  ot 
side  it  was  4  inches,  nncreosoted.  I  took  my  cane  and  jast  chackei 
and  these  things  dropped  oat  6  inches,  hanging  down  almost  as  h 
as  a  little  tiiiger. 

Senator  Perkins.  You  have  the  limnoria,  the  little  insect  that  e 
from  the  outside T 

Admiral  MA.TTHEWS.  No,  I  do  not  think  we  have  so  many  lifflooi 
That  is  more  at  the  North. 

Senator  Perkins.  Bnt  you  have  the  teredo! 

Admiral  Matthews.  We  have  the  teredo.    It   is  a  bivalve, 
attaches,  a  mere  pin-point,  to  the  surface  of  wood  and  then  grows  in 
an  angle  of  about  40  degrees. 

Senator  Perkins.  And  completely  honeycombs  itt 

Admiral  Matthews.  It  enlarges  to  about  a  quaiter  <»f  aninchi 
completely  honeycombs  it. 

The  Chairman.  Then  it  will  rnin  the  dock  in  timet 

Admiral  Matthews.  Yes,  sir;  wherever  exposed  to  mnning  « 
water. 

Senator  PERKINS.  I  will  state  for  yonr  information,  Mr.  Chairm 
that  at  Mare  Island  the  fresh  waters  of  the  San  Joa()uin  and  the  8 
mento  rivers  meet  the  tide,  and  it  is  death  to  all  marine  insects.  ^ 
have  at  the  magazine  wharf  at  Mare  Island  piling  that  has  been  dri^ 
there  thirty-two  j'ears  and  is  in  a  perfect  state  of  i)reservation,  wliiU 
the  harbor  of  San  Francisco,  at  Point  Tiburon,  the  terminus  of  tiie^ 
Francisco  and  North  Pacific  Railroad,  that  runs  up  the  Sonoma  Vali 
called  the  Donoghue  road,  I  have  seen  a  pile  that  was  eleven  mon 
old  and  90  per  cent  of  its  strength  had  been  honeycombed  oat  and  efl 
by  the  teredo.  That  is  the  clear  water  flowing  in  by  tbe  tide  aroB 
Point  Tiburon.  The  life  of  a  wharf  in  San  Francisco  that  is  not  p 
served  J)y  creosoting  or  by  covering  with  felting  or  copper  or  some  oil 
practical  means  is  about  eighteen  months.  That  is  aboot  the  life 
any  wood  exposed  to  the  marine  insects  of  that  harbor. 

The  Chairman.  This  hearing  is  practically  with  regard  to  the  anwi 
ment  providing  for  the  nse  of  a  floating  dock  as  proposed  by  The  Int 
national  Dry  Dock  and  Construction  Company.  If  we  go  too  much  ii 
general  considerations  we  shall  never  finish  on  that  point.  Admiral 
there  anything  in  addition  to  what  you  have  said  that  you  wisli  toKUi 

Admiral  Matthews.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  anything  further 
submit.  There  is  a  goo  1  deal  about  the  steel  floating  dock  that  1  t4ii 
is  yet  problematical.  As  1  understood  these  gentlemen  the  other  d 
one  proposition  was  that  it  would  be  useful  in  going  out  to  sea  iu  o 
a  battleship  was  injured,  and  taking  her  up  at  sea.  1  do  not  helic 
that  it  would  act  once  a  m  >nth,  the  water  would  have  to  be  m)  8iu« 
to  apply  thjit  dock,  because  when  yon  g«»t  it  under  and  tliei-e  came 
bump  of  the  battle  ship  it  is  not  much  motion,  but  it  is  like  an  eai 
quake;  it  is  irresistible. 

The  Chairman,  There  is  something  behind  the  blow! 

Admiral  Matthews.  Yes,  sir,  you  have  got  12,000  tons  behind 
blow. 

Senator  Tillman.  It  will  injure  either  the  ship  or  the  dock? 

Admiral  Matthews.  Something  has  got  to  go. 
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In  reply  to  the  question  by  Senator  TiUmany  in  regard  to  the  estimates 

ftde  for  these  docks,  I  should  like  to  say  that  the  estimates  we  Bade 

3re  for  30  feet  at  mean  low  water,  not  as  these  docks  have  been  built 

r  25}  or  26  feet  at  mean  high  water.    That  makes  a  very  great  dififer- 

tce. 

Benator  Tillman.  You  are  leaving  some  room  for  still  larger  vessels 

be  built  hereafter  t 

Admiral  Matthews.  And  for  a  vessel  to  be  ii^jured,  sir.    lu  battle 

»8els  are  very  apt  to  get  injured. 

Senator  Tillman.  And  the  vessel  may  fall  a  little  below  its  normal 

BftT 

Admiral  Matthews.  Tes,  sir. 

Senator  Tillman.  It  may  be  deeper? 

Admiral  Matthews.  Tes,  sir. 

Senator  Perkins.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Admiral  just  one  question, 

you  please,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Tbe  Chairman.  Certainly. 

Soiiator  Perkins.  It  sustauis  his  argument  in  relation  to  the  advau* 

ges  of  graving  docks  or  basin  docks  over  floating  docks.    I  will  state 

at  tbe  battle  ship  Oregon  was  docked,  I  think,  three  times  at  Hunters 

Dint  basin  dry  dock,  in  San  Francisco.    What  was  your  report  in  rela- 

on  to  die  manner  in  which  she  rested  upon  the  blocks  and  was  handled 

f  the  dock? 

Admi>  al  Matthews.  That  I  had  nothing  to  do  with.    I  have  nothing 

I  do  with  the  docking  of  ships. 

Senator  Perkins.  But  it  was  done  under  the  direction  of  the  naval 

ithorities? 

Admiral  Matthews.  It  was  done  under  the  direc^tion  of  the  naval 

Ithorities,  but  it  did  not  come  under  my  bureau  at  all. 

Senator  Perkins.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  am  informed  that  it  was 

ost  satisfactory  in  every  respect.    That  dock  cost  altogether,  in  early 

lys,  it  is  true,  about  a  million  dollars. 

Senator  Hanna.  Is  that  a  wooden  dock? 

Senator  Perkins.  No,  sir;  it  is  concrete  with  granite  facing. 

Senator  Hanna.  It  is  a  private  dock? 

Senator  Perkins.  Tes,  sir. 

Senator  Hanna.  And  is  large  enough  to  take  in  a  battle  ship? 

Senator  Perkins.  It  takes  in  the  Oregon.    The  Oregon  has  been 

Ksked  three  times  there. 


OF  B.  B.  DASHIELL,  AS8ISTAHT  HAVAL  COHSTBUCTOB. 

The  Chairman.  State  your  rank  and  present  field  of  duty. 
Mr.  Dashiell.  Assistant  naval  constructor.  United  States  Navy, 
I  duty  in  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 
The  Chairman.  You  have  read  the  amendment  under  consideration 
'  the  committee,  which  provides  for  a  scheme  for  a  specified  floating 
lek  in  New  York? 
Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  State  first  to  the  committee  something  of  your 
perience  and  investigation  into  subjects-matter  of  this  kind,  and 
3n  tell  us  what  you  think  of  this  proposition. 

If  r.  Dashiell.  My  experience  with  r^ard  to  docks  is  not  that  of 

expert  in  docks,  but  of  a  line  oificer  for  eighteen  years,  and  an 

istant  constructor  for  three  years.    Of  course,  I  have  been  iiitAtQi&\A& 
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in  docks.  Last  summer  I  was  put  on  a  board  to  report  to  the  Di 
ment  what  was  necessary  to  increase  and  put  on  an  adequate  footii 
docking  facilities  of  this  country.  I  had  heard  of  floating  doc 
one  of  the  types  of  docks  that  could  be  used  for  war  vessels.  Of  c 
I  was  familiar  with  the  ordinary  type  of  pontoon  wooden  floating 
which  we  have  in  this  country  in  large  numbers,  but  having- 
several  scientific  articles  in  regard  to  the  development  by  au  Ei 
firm  of  this  type  of  floating  do'ck  into  a  steel  floating  dock  whicl 
been  very  successful,  I  suggested  to  the  Department  that  it  won 
advisable  to  send  a  member  of  the  board  to  England  to  look  inl 
matter.  The  Department  detailed  me  for  this  duty,  and  in  conn* 
therewith  I  have  made  two  trips  to  England  and  studied  thesabj 
thoroughly  as  possible. 

I  saw  the  first  steel  floating  dock  at  Newcastle,  where  I  witn 
the  launch  of  the  Havana  dock.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  ba 
and  Mr.  Clark,  the  designer,  I  went  all  through  that  dock  and  < 
ined  it  very  critically.  I  wrote  a  full  descrii)tion  of  it  for  the  rep 
the  dock  board,  so  there  is  no  use  going  into  further  detail.  I  alis 
other  floating  docks  designed  by  Clark  and  Staudfield,  and  6om< 
Crete  and  granite  docks.  I  went  very  carefully  into  the  details  < 
construction  of  the  Clark  and  Standfield  dock,  and  satisfied  n 
very  thoroughly  that  it  was  an  entirely  practicable  and  efficient  i 
ture  for  lifting  our  battle  ships  or  long  cruisers 

There  is  nothing  specially  new  in  the  structure  beyond  its  beii 
assemblage  of  good  mechanical  details  of  construction  which  had 
derived  from  long  experience.  Everything  about  it  struck  me  as  1 
very  effirient  and  very  practical,  and  the  system  of  convertiuj 
floating  dock  into  a  graving  dock  of  an  adjust;aV)le  length  was  a 
good  one,  in  ray  opinion.  The  result  of  all  my  investigations  waJ 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  floating  dock  was  a  very  impc 
tool  lor  us  to  x)osse8S  in  the  Navy. 

The  Chairman.  Can  we  build  it! 

Mr.  Dashiell.  We  can  build  it  without  any  difficulty. 

Senator  Tillman.  Do  you  mean  that  it  can  be  built  at  a  navy 
or  built  by  American  ingenuity  and  materials! 

Mr.  Dashiell.  It  can  be  built  at  a  navy-yard.  It  can  be  ba 
American  engineers  outside  better  than  in  a  navy -yard. 

The  Chairman.  It  can  be  built  as  we  build  ships,  by  contract 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Exactly,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  distinctive  new  feature  is  there  abon 
dock  which  is  not  possessed  by  the  old  wooden,  floating  dock? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  The  principal  distinctive  feature  is  a  longit 
stiffness  of  the  whole  structure,  which  is  given  by  having  a  mir 
number  of  pontoons  supported  along  the  edges  by  high,  vertica 
walls,  which  act  as  longitudinal  girders,  so  tl^t  the  floor  of  the 
with  a  very  heavy  ship  in  the  middle  of  it,  would  still  be  a  st 
line,  on  account  of  the  strength  of  the  side  walls. 

Senator  Tillman.  The  side  walls  are  continuous T 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Tillman.  They  are  solid? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  They  are  continuous  girders  of  enonnons  siz 
strength. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  a  simple  appliance  in  mechanics,  is  it  no 

Mr.  Dashiell.  It  is  very  simple  indeed.  There  is  nothing  c 
cated  about  it  in  any  way.  That  is  the  general  shape  of  the  dock 
tratingj. 
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The  Chaibman.  What  do  you  think  of  the  feasibility  of  saoh  a  dock 
near  tbe  month  of  the  Mississippi  Eiverf 

Mr.  Dashiell.  I  think  that  is  the  only  kind  of  a  dock  to  be  used 
there.  The  difference  between  high  and  low  river  is,  I  understand,  18 
to  20  feet,  and  in  that  case  it  would  be  out  of  the  question  to  build 
there  a  graving  dock  of  any  kind  I  know  of  without  an  enormous 
expense,  whereas  this  dock  can  be  constructed  very  cheaply.  There  is 
plenty  of  water  off  Algiers  at  a  very  short  distance  from  the  shore. 

Senator  Chandler.  At  New  Orleans! 

Mr.  Dashebll.  Bight  across  from  New  Orleans.  This  dock  can  be 
anchored  off  shore  in  deep  water,  and  then  when  the  ship  is  lifted  on 
it,  it  oonld  be  warped  alongside  the  wharf  for  ready  access.  I  should 
iiD^dfrom  what  I  can  see  from  charts  and  soundings  that  the  dock 
wonld  have  to  move  laterally  not  over  200  feet,  which  is  entirely  prac- 
ticable. 

TheCHiiEMAN.  What  do  you  think  as  to  the  practicability  and 
*wirability  of  substituting  a  dock  of  this  kind,  whether  built  by  the 
wvermnent  or  otherwise,  at  any  of  the  other  x>oints  which  the  board 

u^  for  new,  jiermanent  graving  docks  T 

Mr.  Dashiell.  At  Boston  I  think  this  would  be  the  best  kind  of 
u^k.  At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  although  the  board  did  not  recommend 
*Qock  there,  this  dock  is  entirely  practicable,  for  there  is  depth  enough 
^^^ater  right  off  the  navy-yard  to  moor  one  of  these  docks.  At  New 
••Jrk  there  is  plenty  of  water  for  just  such  a  dock.  At  Philadelphia 
^JO  not  believe  in  having  a  dock  at  all  beyond  what  they  have  there  now, 
^  acconn  t  of  the  exx>ense  of  dredging.  There  is  no  use  in  putting  a  dock 
hereto  take  a  ship  drawing  30  feet,  when  it  is  with  the  utmost  diffi- 
%tbey  make  the  passage  up  and  down  the  river  with  a  vessel  draw- 
f26i  feet.  I  have  made  that  trip  four  times,  and  it  was  all  the  vessel 
^uld  do  to  get  up  and  down  without  any  injury.  It  is  only  necessary 
iook  at  the  records  of  the  Columbia  and  the  Brooklyn  in  going  down 
at  river  to  see  what  danger  there  is  in  bringing  a  ship  up,  even  when 
good  condition. 

^nator  Ohandlbb.  Do  you  mean  the  whole  length  of  the  Delaware? 
tfr.  Dashibll.  Not  the  whole  length,  for  there  are  reaches  where 
re  are  30  and  32  feet  of  water.  There  are  a  great  many  shoals  over 
ich  there  are  only  27  feet  and  even  less  than  that,  because  there  are 
ips  on  the  bottom  which  the  lead  line  would  not  discover.  In  going 
and  down  the  river  we  took  but  one  pilot,  said  to  be  the  best,  and 
[lad  to  drift  over  the  lumps  with  the  utmost  care;  and  we  could  even 
Q  feel  the  ship  touch  now  and  then. 

enator  Chandler.  What  is  the  expectation  of  the  army  engineers 
nt  the  ultimate  depth  of  water  to  the  ocean  f 
[r.  Dashiell.  I  understood  that  they  hope  for  a  channel  of  30  feet, 
it  will  take  a  long  time  to  get  such  a  channel, 
enator  Chandler.  They  do  not  expect  any  more  than  that? 
[r.  Dashiell.  I  think  not. 
he  Chairman.  That  is,  in  the  future? 

[r.  Dashiell.  Tee,  sir;  and  at  an  enormous  expense.    Then  going 
!;h,  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  is  a  place  that  is  already  ready  for 
dock. 

anator  Chandler.  What  is  the  depth  of  water  over  the  bar  now 
he  Mississippi  Delta? 

r.  Dashiell.  Twenty-eight  feet  in  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  I 
arstand  by  a  new  arrangement  of  jetties  it  can  be  made  30  feet 
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without  any  gneat  difficulty.    It  is  a:  depth  which  holds  angrfaow  28 
feet. 

Senator  Ghandlbb.  Is  there  any  dan  g^  that  a  dock  of  tiiis  kind  in 
the  Mississippi  Kiver  at  Algiers  would  be  swept  away  irresistibly  by  a 
great  freshet  T 

Mr.  DASHiELLr.  No,  sir;  Algiers  is  in  an  eddy.  In  fact,  the  site  of 
New  Orleans,  I  believe,  was  determined  by  the  existence  of  that  eddy. 
The  dock  there  would  be  in  still  water. 

Senator  Chandler.  So  you  do  not  apprehend  that  the  dock  would 
ever  be  lost  if  put  there! 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Not  at  all.  There  is  no  current  where  this  dock 
would  go. 

The  CnAiBMAN.  At  what  other  place  do  you  think  a  dock  of  this 
kind  would  serve  the  purpose  better  than  the  graving  dock? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  I  think  there  should  be  a  dock  of  this  kind  at  Dry 
Tortugas  in  connection  with  the  fortificattons  there. 

The  Ghaibman.  There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  a  dock  there  being 
maintained  and  being  safeT 

Mr.  Dashiell.  No,  sir;  it  would  be  perfectly  safe.  There  is  plenty 
of  water  there;  there  is  good  anchorage,  and  as  long  as  you  have  a 
fortification  there  it  is  a  fortified  position.  A  dock  is  a  requisite  of  ao 
outpost  like  that  especially  at  the  present  time.  A  dock  like  this  at 
Dry  Tortugas  now,  I  should  say,  would  be  worth  two  battle  ships. 

Senator  Tillman.  How  would  you  defend  it ! 

Mr.  Dashiell.  To  defend  it  by  the  fort  there  and  by  a  torpedo 
flotilla  would  be  the  best  way. 

Eepresentative  Fischer.  May  I  ask  Mr.  Dashiell  to  state  if  there  i» 
any  i'eatnre  in  its  portability,  Und  also  whether  light  and  air  are  impor- 
tant features  in  dry  docks  T 

The  Chairman.  You  may  answer  as  to  that. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  The  dock  is  a  portable  one,  as  shown  by  the  voyage 
of  one  from  Newcastle  to  Havana. 

Representative  Fischer.  It  can  be  towed  out  of  harm's  way  in  case 
of  an  emergency! 

Mr.  Dashiell.  One  of  the  chief  advantages  is  that  it  can  be  toired 
out  of  harm^s  way.  In  the  event,  for  instance,  of  Tortugas  being  shelled 
by  a  squadron  outside,  the  dock  could  be  taken  in  tow  and  in  half  an 
hour  changed  in  location.  Or  it  could  be  sunk  and  the  enemy  could 
shoot  all  day  and  never  hurt  it. 

Senator  Tillman.  Provided  you  had  depth  of  water  enough. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Tillman.  You  would  be  obliged  to  have  depth  of  walier 
enough T 

Mr.  Dashiell.  K  the  dock  is  sunk  down^  to  2  feet  freeboard,  tiie 
shot  could  pierce  the  upper  part  without  damage. 

The  Chairman.  It  would  not  affect  the  structureT 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Not  at  all.  As  to  light  and  afar  in  that  dock,  it  is 
particularly  advantageous,  because  the  bottom  of  the  ship  is  lifted  np 
clear  of  the  water  into  the  light  and  air.  In  that  resj^ect  it  is  fitf 
ahead  of  any  docks  I  know  of.  Yet  I  want  to  say  that  this  feature  ii 
light  and  air  in  a  dry  dock,  as  far  as  I  know,  does  not  count  for  mnclii 
for  I  have  seen  the  Brooklyn  docked  under  most  disadvantageous  drcmn- 
stances  in  the  League  Island  dock,  where  there  was  not  any  light  and 
but  little  air.  The  dock  floor  was  all  boarded  over  to  keep  the  snov 
out,  and  there  were  only  about  3  feet  between  the  keel  and  the  bot- 
tom, so  that  one  had  to  crawl  upon  one's  hands  and  knees.  If  there 
ever  was  a  lack  of  light  and  air  it  was  there.    So,  though  it  is  a  good 
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dug  to  have  both^  it  is  not  an  absolutely  essential  thing,  fint,  at  all 
rents^  the  dock  is  very  accessible,  and  it  brings  a  ship,  I  think,  to  the 
teo^etically  ideal  condition ;  that  is,  it  brings  it  up  alongside  the  work- 
top doors,  and  you  do  not  have  to  go  down  into  the  dock  to  get  at  the 
ittom  of  a  ship. 

The  Chaibman.  What  is  the  fact  as  to  the  practicability  of  trans- 
»rting  a  dock  of  this  kind  fix)m  one  port  on  the  coast  to  another! 
ow  much  of  that  could  be  done  if  needed? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  There  would  be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  moving  this 
»ck  from  one  place  to  another.  For  instance,  to  give  an  example,  sup- 
ise  we  had  a  dock  like  this  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  war  was  being 
rried  on  farther  south,  and  we  did  not  want  to  send  a  vessel  that  far 
»rth,  this  dock  could  be  gotten  under  way  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and 
wed  down  and  put  inside  the  Kill  von  Kull,  for  instance,  at  New  York,  or 
could  be  towed  farther  south  and  j)ut  oft*  Newport  News,  where  there 
60  feet  of  water.  There  is  no  trouble  about  that  It  ought  to  tow  6 
lots  an  hour — 150  miles  a  day. 

The  Chairman.  State  to  the  committee  if  you  know  of  any  instance 
tiere  a  floating  steel  dock,  or  a  dock  with  the  general  features  of  a 
mating  steel  dock,  has  been  taken  from  one  place  to  another,  or  of  its 
^es  abroad  to  the  present  time  by  other  naval  powers.  What  does 
mr  investigation  show  has  been  established  about  floating  steel  docks  T 
Mr.  Dashiell.  Tlie  largest  ship  I  know  of  as  having  been  actually 
[ted  by  a  floating  steel  dock  is  the  Inflexible  in  the  English  navy,  of 
,000  tons  displacement.  Floating  wouden  docks  very  much  weaker 
lan  that  have  lifted  ships  of  7,000  tons  in  Italy  and  Austria.  The 
avana  dock,  I  see  by  the  papers,  has  just  successfully  lifted  a  5,000- 
>n  cruiser. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  a  dock  of  this  model  ? 
Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  exactly  like  this  model,  only  this  dock, 
Ml  will  observe,  has  three  pontoons,  which  is  very  much  better  than 
le  Havana  dock,  which  has  five  pontoons.    All  that  is  wanted  is  an 
Id  number  of  pontoons,  so  that  these  two  outside  ones  can  dock  the 
iddle  one  or  the  middle  one  can  dock  the  two  outside  ones. 
Senator  Chandler.  You  want  at  least  three  T 
Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir;  we  want  at  least  three. 
Mr.  Clabk.  I  can  show  exactly  how  that  is  done  by  the  model  here. 
The  Chairman.  Mr.  Dashiell  will  first  go  on  and  state  what  he  has 
aown  about  anything  in  addition  to  what  he  has  already  stated  in 
igard  to  the  practical  trials  and  demonstration  of  floating  steel  docks, 
on  say  the  Inflexible^  which  is  a  ship  of  11,000  tons,  was  docked  in  a 
eel  floating  dock  T 
Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Chairman.  Where  was  that  ship  docked  ! 
Mr.  Dashiell.  I  do  not  know  where  the  Inflexible  was  docked. 
Brhaps  Mr.  Clark  can  state  where. 
Mr.  Olabk.  At  Bermuda. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  The  Inflexible  was  docked  at  Bermuda.  I  did  not 
low  whether  it  was  docked  after  the  dock  arrived  at  Bermuda  or 
(fore  it  left  England. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  not  a  Clark  &  Stanfield  ? 
Mr.  Dashiell.  It  was  not  a  Clark  &  Stanfield.    It  was  simply  as  if 
at  dock  were  solid  and  lifted  by  the  displacement  of  this  portion 
lustratingj. 

The  Chaibman.  Do  you    know  how  many  floating    steel    docks 
igland  hast 
Mr.  Dashiell.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  English  Government  does  not 
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possess  any  floating  steel  docks.  I  asked  Sir  William  White,  the  chief 
constructor  of  the  English  Admiralty,  particalarly  on  that  point,  and 
I  also  asked  for  my  own  information  his  views  as  the  greatest  navd 
constructor  in  the  world  on  floating  steel  docks.  He  knows  more  aboat 
ships  and  about  docking  than  anybody  else  I  know  or  ever  heard  of. 
He  told  me  the  English  Government  contemplated  getting  a  steel  dock 
of  this  very  type — the  Clark  &  Stan  field  type — at  as  early  a  date  as 
practicable,  because  it  was  the  most  efficient  tool  he  knew  of  in  the 
dock  line  on  account  of  its  flexibility,  its  portability,  and  its  general 
uses;  that  be  had  studied  tbe  dock^s  piiuGi])le  and  had  made  up  hi& 
mind  that  it  was  an  entirely  practicable  and  eilicient  dock.  I  coqM 
not  get  more  out  of  him  than  that,  and  it  confirmed  me  in  the  views  I 
had  already  formed  of  tbe  dock. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  several  criticisms  I  have  heard  of  this  dock.  Of 
course  I  went  into  those  very  carefully,  because  I  had  to  be  the  expo- 
nent of  this  dock  before  the  board.  In  looking  into  the  matter  tbt 
main  criticism  against  it  was  that  the  ends  would  curve  up  and  there 
would  not  be  sufficient  rigidity  to  take  tbe  weight  of  tbe  ship  witii  80 
many  pontoons.  The  distance  from  here  to  here  [indicating]  in  the 
proposed  dock  is  about  200  feet.  That  is  one  big  pontoon,  which  i.^ 
stifler  than  the  stiflest  ship.  So  there  is  no  question  of  deforming  one 
pontoon.  On  any  of  our  battle  ships  the  distance  between  tbe  two 
principal  weights  in  the  structure  of  tbe  ship— that  is,  the  forward  aud 
after  turret — is  about  205  feet.  Yon  can  easily  see  that  all  the  weights 
in  the  ship  which  are  included  between  those  two  points — for  tbe  lx»w 
aud  stem  count  for  nothing  really — are  all  supported  on  that  one  iwn- 
toon.  In  addition,  we  have  the  extensions  of  this  pontoon  made  stiff 
and  rigid  by  these  two  sides,  so  that  there  is  no  question  whatever  iu 
regard  to  tbe  efficiency  of  the  dock  and  its  longitudinal  stiffness  so 
far  as  our  ships  are  concerned. 

Then,  again,  one  of  these  new  steel  ships  is  not  such  a  delicate  thiug 
after  all.  Locally  she  may  be  weak,  on  account  of  the  thinness  of  the 
plates,  but  the  ship  as  a  whole  is  structurally  very  strong.  She  is  the 
best  kind  of  a  girder  we  can  design.  When  you  consider  that  when 
plunging  into  a  head  sea  she  can  throw  her  whole  bow  30  or  40  feet  oat 
of  the  water,  absolutely  unsupported,  and  come  down  while  the  other 
end  goes  up  again,  she  is  not  such  a  weak  and  delicate  thing,  taken  as 
a  whole,  as  some  would  have  us  believe. 

The  Chairman.  From  your  knowledge  of  this  dock,  how  long  would 
it  take  to  build  such  a  dock  in  one  of  our  private  yards  in  this  countiT 
if  the  Department  contracted  to  build  it? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  It  would  depend  a  great  deal  on  the  yard.  Our 
yards  are  not  very  well  equipped.  I  do  not  know  about  the  western 
coast,  however. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  mean  tbe  navy-yards,  but  private  estab- 
lishments. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  No,  sir;  I  speak  of  private  yards.  It  wonld  take 
from  nine  to  ten  months  in  the  best  of  them,  the  greatest  delay  being 
in  getting  the  machinery  necessary  to  rapidly  punch  those  plates.  We 
have  not  what  are  called  tbe  multiple  punches  necessary. 

Senator  Hanna.  Have  we  not  at  Newport  Newst 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes ;  there  are  tools  running  4  to  6  punches  at  a  tiine. 
I  am  speaking  of  24  to  30  punches  at  once — the  tool  needed. 

The  Chairman.  Where  was  the  dock  now  in  the  harbor  of  HavanA 
constructed  T 

Mr.  Dashiell.  It  was  constructed  by  Swan  &  Hunter,  of  Wailsend- 
on-Tyne,  near  Newcastle. 
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The  OHAntKL/LN.  That  is  a  private  yard! 

Mr.  Dashiell.  It  is  a  private  yard  very  well  equipped.  Of  coarse 
t  does  not  take  a  great  plant  for  this,  bat  it  does  take  a  big  machine^ 
rlijch,  being  6nce  in  position,  the  dock  boilder  can  rush  the  erection 
f  docks  at  a  gi*eat  rate ;  say  one  every  five  moaths  withoat  any  trouble. 
*he  thing  is  to  get  the  machine  to  start  with. 

Senator  Tillman.  Do  yoa  mean  that  it  would  take  five  months 
orking  ten  hours  a  dayf 

Mr.  1>ASHIELL.  Yes.  The  delay  with  us  would  be  in  procuring  the 
lachine  tools  needed — ^the  multiple  punch. 

Senator  Tillman.  Such  a  tool  would  be  like  a  bit  and  anger  in  com- 
arison  with  the  expense  of  other  things! 

Mr.  Dashiell.  It  would  be  a  pretty  big  affair — about  as  long  as  this 
K)m,  I  imagine. 

The  Chaibman.  I  am  obliged  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
oDS.  I  shall  have  the  benefit  of  this  hearing,  as  it  is  being  taken 
>wn. 

Senator  Pebkins  (acting  chairman).  I  wish  to  make  a  statement  of 
fact  which  has  come  under  my  notice  and  which  I  think  is  corrobo- 
ktive  of  the  statement  of  Captain  Dashiell,  that  it  is  imfpracticable  to 
mstract  a  graving  dock  at  Algiers.  Mr.  Henry  Villard,  president  of 
le  Northern  Pacific,  some  ten  years  since,  when  that  road  was  com- 
[eted,  determined  to  build  a  dry  dock  upon  the  Willamette  River  at 
ast  Portland,  and  after  consulting  with  many  engineers  he  decided 
pen  a  graving  or  a  basin  dock.  They  expended  nearly  half  a  million 
ollars  and  have  abaudoneil  it,  and  the  money  expended  has  been  a 
»ss.  The  failure  was  caused  principally  by  the  high  rise  of  the  Willa- 
lette  Biver,  but  the  conditions  are  similar  there  to  those  which  pre- 
ail  at  Algiers,  opposite  New  Orleans.  I  am  quite  familiar  with  both 
f  the  localities.  For  that  reason  I  have  opposed  our  friend  General 
Eiles  for  the  past  four  years  in  Congress  in  seeking  an  appropriation 
>r  building  a  basin  dry  dock  at  Algiers.  1  only  state  this  as  a  fact 
hich  corroborates  the  statement  of  Captain  Dashiell  on  this  subject. 
Lre  there  any  other  questions  that  members  of  the  committee  desire  to 
sk  Captain  Dashiell  f 

Senator  Butleb.  I  should  like  to  ask  what  is  the  limit  of  high  and 
►w  water  beyond  which  it  is  impracticable  to  build  successfully  a  dry 
ockf 

Mr.  DASHiEiili.  We  have  high  and  low  water  at  Boston,  which  is 
bout  9  feet  6  inches.  The  dock  works  all  right  there,  but  at  low  tide 
Dd  during  half  tides  the  depth  over  the  sill  is  so  very  small  that  hardly 
ny  ship  could  get  in  at  that  time.  Then,  again,  in  the  Mississippi,  the 
here  being  very  low,  the  navy-yard  itself  would  be  all  afloat  at  high 
''ater  over  the  levee  or  around  over  the  caisson  of  the  dock.  That 
rould  make  a  graving  dock  impracticable  there. 

Senator  Tillman.  If  a  graving  dock  would  be  impracticable  by  rea- 
on  of  high  water,  would  not  any  kind  of  a  dock  be  useless  in  case  of 
tigh  water,  because  the  means  of  getting  from  the  tools,  the  machine 
hop,  to  the  vessel  on  the  dock  would  be  destroyed  ? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  You  could  have  that  behind  the  levee. 

Senator  Tillmak.  Could  you  not  levee  the  machine  shop  anywhere t 

Mr.  Dashiell.  I  suppose  you  could,  but  the  caisson  of  the  dock  is 
li  the  ground,  and  you  have  got  to  have  it  impractically  high  or  else 
lie  water  will  get  over  that  and  in  behind  your  levee. 

Senator  Tillman.  Governor  McEnery,  what  is  the  rise  up  and  down 
be  Mississippi  at  flood  at  New  Orleans! 

Senator  McBnbby.  Hardly  any;  none  at  all  perceptibly. 
9.  Poe.  91 49 
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» 

Senator  Tillman.  There  is  no  tide,  I  know.  I  am  talking  aboot 
the  high  river.  What  is  the  fall  of  the  river,  up  and  down,  in  a 
freshet  f 

Senator  MoEneby.  It  is  from  16  to  18  feet  from  low  water  to  high 
water. 

Senator  Hanna.  Senator  Tillman  means  when  there  are  high  floods- 
freshets. 

Senator  MoEneey.  The  height  of  the  river,  I  suppose,  between 
ordinary  banks  and  the  overflow  would  be  some  20  feet. 

Mr.  King.  May  I  introduce  a  thought  here!  I  have  not  been  at 
Algiers,  but  I  have  discussed  this  matter  of  a  dock  with  parties  down 
there  in  the  capacity  of  consulting  engineer.  I  was  informed  that 
while  this  tremendous  rise  and  fall  of  water  does  take  place  at  Algi^^ 
a  few  miles  down  the  delta,  on  account  of  the  formation  of  the  W 
there  and  the  spreading  out  of  the  water,  the  rise  is  very  much  rednrtd, 
so  that  a  graving  dock  which  would  be  quite  impracticable  at  Algi^ 
would  possibly  be  an  entirely  practicable  thing  75  or  80  miles  down  the 
river. 

Senator  Perkins.  Below  English  Bend? 

Mr.  King.  The  particular  place  my  attention  was  called  to  ^J* 
Venice,  or  New  Venice.  I  have  not  any  personal  knowledge  of  th* 
locality  at  all. 

Senator  Tillman.  Is  not  that  point  below  all  the  fortifications  »* 
well  as  away  from  railroad  communication  f 

Mr.  King.  I  am  not  able  to  tell  you  about  that. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  We  would  not  have  a  dock  down  there  as  a  gift. 

Senator  Tillman.  It  would  be  of  no  use? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  No,  sir;  we  would  not  own  it. 

Senator  Tillman.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  dry  dock  at  Port  Royal' 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Only  through  drawings,  sir;  and  a  general  stodyoi 
the  whole  place.  I  have  never  seen  it,  but  I  think  I  am  pretty  faniiUai 
with  everything  in  connection  with  it. 

Senator  Tillman.  Is  not  that  the  largest  dock  we  have  now  on  tb( 
Atlantic  coast? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Tillman.  Is  it  not  the  deepest  dock? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Tillman.  I  mean  the  one  that  will  take  ships  having  tfa 
most  draft? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Tillman.  What  is  the  matter  with  it? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  The  matter  with  it,  generally  speaking,  is  that  thei 
is  a  narrow  channel  that  leads  up  to  it,  and  ship  captains  do  not  likel 
take  vessels  up  there  because  they  have  got  to  moor  the  ship — ^that  i 
they  have  got  to  put  one  anchor  out  here  [indicating]  and  one  asten 
The  ship  in  swinging  is  bound  to  foul  one  or  the  other. 

Senator  Tillman.  Is  the  channel  any  narrower  than  the  Delawai 
going  up  to  League  Island? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Tillman.  Is  it  half  as  dangerous? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  No  ;  but  there  you  have  water  enough  to  swing  ari>in 
over  the  anchor.  You  can  swing  to  a  single  anchor  there.  I  suppoi 
you  are  speaking  of  the  difBculty  of  docking  a  ship  there? 

Senator  Tillman.  Yes.  I  want  to  know  what  the  matter  is;  if  it 
anything  except  the  fact  that  the  ship  captains  do  not  like  to  go  th^ 
that  there  is  no  society  and  nothing  to  entertain  them. 
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nator  GHAND1.BB.  That  is  not  proved.    Why  do  yon  assome  itf 

oator  Tillman.  I  say  I  want  to  know  if  that  is  not  the  reason.    I 

)t  assert  it. 

.  Dashiell.  I  do  not  think  the  lack  of  the  social  feature  there 

any  figure  with  the  docking  of  a  ship,  but  there  is  difficulty  in  get- 

a  Bbip  up  there. 

iiator  Tillman.  Just  to  be  frank,  if  you  were  in  command  of  a  ves- 

I'  here  that  needed  docking,  you  would  much  rather  carry  her  to 

York  or  Boston  or  Portsmouth^  or  to  Hampton  Beads,  or  almost 

berethan  down  to  South  Carolmaf 

.Dashiell.  I  have  never  been  to  South  Carolina,  and  I  can 

ay. 

Qator  Chandler.  I  do  not  think  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
t  to  introduce  the  social  question  here. 

nator  Tillman.  I  want  to  know  whether  there  is  any  inherent 
tiu  the  Port  Boyal  dock  which  prevents  a  vessel  from  going  there 
docked,  if  iiece&i^ary. 

lator  Chandler.  That  is  a  x)erfectly  legitimate  question. 
•  Bashiell.  There  is  a  defect  which  can  be  remedied  by  the 
iditine  of  very  little  money. 
lator  Tillman.  How  much  money  t 

.  Dashiell.  I  should  say  about  $10,000.  There  is  the  chaunel 
iatiDg]  aud  the  ^liip  has  got  to  swing  as  I  said.  Put  a  few  piles 
rharf  along  there  [indicating]  and  let  the  ship  come  up  and  tie  to 
piles  or  the  wharf,  and  you  liave  got  it  all  right;  and  when  ready 
ID  go  into  dock.  But  there  is  nothing  for  the  ship  to  tie  to  and  a 
ookiDg  out  for  the  safety  of  his  vessel  has  to  anchor  down  here 
itiiigl  and  swing  around. 

itor  Tillman.  Then  you  express  the  belief  as  an  expert  that 
10,000  we  can  make  the  Port  Koyal  dock  available? 
Dashiell.  I  do,  sir;  and  1  say  it  is  the  most  valuable  dock  we 
1  the  country  at  this  moment. 

itor  Tillman.  And  yet  our  Navy  Department  subjects  the  coun- 
the  mortification  of  having  to  go  to  Halifax  to  dock  a  vessel 
than  spend  $10,000? 

.tor  Chandler.  That  is  argument.    I  object  to  that. 
»tor  TOLLMAN.  I  am  putting  it  in  the  form  of  a  question, 
tor  Chandler.  The  witness  is  not  here  to  answer  a  question 
the  Navy  Department  subjecting  the  country  to  humiliation. 
^  as  the  Senator  confines  himself  to  physical  facts  he  proceeds 
r. 

tor  Perkins.  I  think  the  point  made  by  the  Senator  from  New 
hire  is  correct.    That  is  a  matter  for  Executive  consideration, 
tor  Tillman.  The  point  with  me  is  to  bring  out  the  fact  that  in 
inion  of  one  of  the  experts  of  the  Navy  Department  the  Port 
Iry  dock  is  capable  of  being  made  available,  so  as  to  receive  any 
vre  have  got,  by  an  expenditure  of  $10,000. 
tor  Chandler.  Now  leave  it  right  there, 
tor  Tillman.    I  am  willing  to  leave  it  there, 
tor  Butler.  Let  us  get  that  in  evidence  if  it  is  the  case.    Will 
dock  at  Port  Boyal,  with  an  expenditure  of  $10,000,  take  any 
[)  we  have? 

>ashiell.  It  will  take  any  but  the  Massachusetts.  Her  bilge 
rould  just  touch  on  the  altars  as  she  touched  on  the  blocks. 
it  having  been  there  and  actually  measured  the  dock,  but  hav- 
asnred  plans  which  I  believe  are  to  scale,  it  is  my  belief  that 
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about  a  week's  work  in  chopt>mg  o^  those  altars  wdnld  let  that  ( 
just  slip  in. 

Senator  Perkins.  How  large  are  her  bilge  keels  T 

Mr.  Dashibll.  About  18  inches. 

Senator  Pebkins.  And  exteiiding  about  two-thirds  the  lengtl 
the  shipY 

Mr.  Dashiell.  About  half  the  length. 

Senator  Tili.man.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  condition  of  the  mac 
shops  there — that  id,  the  tools  with  which  to  repair  and  handle  xe»i 

Mr.  DASHtELL.  I  am  fairly  familiar  with  that  matter;  we  are  ins 
ing  machinery  of  very  good  quality  as  fest  as  we  can. 

Senator  Tillman.  I  know  we  had  an  appropriation  in  the  lastn 
appropiriatiou  act  of  160,000  or  175,000  for  beginning  the  equipr 
there. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Tillman.  What  would  you  consider  a  reasonable  amoni 
expend  on  equipment  at  that  dock,  in  the  condition  the  Navy  is  in  i 
with  war  threatening^  f 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  would  pnt  it  in  very  | 
shape. 

Senator  Tillman.  So  that  we  could  handle  and  rex^air  quickly 
vessel  that  would  go  in  there! 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Exactly. 

Senator  Tillman.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  additional  would 
required  f 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Exactly;  and  I  should  like  to  emphasize  that 
the  most  important  dock  that  we  have  at  this  moment. 

Senator  Butleb.  You  say  a  week's  cutting  down  there  would  b 
that  is  required? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Tillman.  All  that  is  required,  he  says,  to  let  any  vesse 

Senator  Butleb.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  would  cover  the  $10 
for  the  slight  repairing  atd  cutting  down  and  the  cost  of  fumisl 
appliances  and  tools  T 

Mr.  Dashiell  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  GHANBLEB.  Explain  a  little  more  minutely  how  much 
bilge  keel  widens  the  MassachusetUt 

Mr.  Dashiell.  The  bilge  keel  widens  the  Massachusetts  just  at 
point  where  the  bilge  turn^  up  measared  out  laterally  until  yoa  i 
the  edge  of  the  Hn  which  sticks  out.  I  should  say  it  would  wide 
from  about  18  inches  to  two  feet 

Senator  Chandler.  On  each  side  ? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Perkins.  Thirty-six  inches. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  In  studying  that  very  question  I  had  a  drawing  n 
of  the  Massachusetts  and  the  dock,  too,  and  I  placed  one  on  top  of 
other  and  found  that  it  was  a  matter  of  a  few  inches,  according  to 
drawing,  to  get  one  of  those  ships  in  there. 

Senator  Chandler.  It  is  a  timber  dock! 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Chandler.  And  cutting  those  down  [indicating],  you  t1 
even  .the  Massachusetts  could  go  in? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Hanna.  Is  she  the  only  one! 

Mr.  Dashiell.  She  is  about  the  largest  we  have  except  the  J< 
The  Iowa  has  no  bilge  keels. 
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Senator  CHAin>LEB.  Do  yoa  imderstaiid  that  the  Department  adopted 
dge  keels  tor  vessels  in  order  to  save  draft  of  water  T 
Mr.  Dashisll.  I^o,  sir:  we  have  adopted  bilge  keels  on  ships  of  the 
uliana  class  only  in  order  to  check  tiie  violent  rolling.    The  battle 
dp  has  to  have  so  mnch  armor  on  her  up  above  that  she  has  got  to  be 
ade  v^y  stable  in  order  to  be  safe,  and  that  makes  her  a  violent  roller. 
Senator  Ohandlbb.  The  bilge  keels  prevent  thatf 
Mr.  Dashibll.  The  small  tns  wave  through  the  water  and  check  it. 
Senator  Ohanplbb.  They  do  change  the  draft  of  the  ship  f 
Mr.  Dashibll.  No,  sir;  they  do  not  change  the  draft  of  the.  ship. 
Senator  Tillman.  They  are  like  paddles  put  out  to  steady  itf 
Mr.  Dashibll.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Dashibll.  I  should  like  to  say  just  one  thing  in  connection 
ith  something  that  Admiral  Matthews  said  in  regard  to  building  these 
>cks  for  posterity.  I  looked  into  that  very  question  in  the  Ports- 
outh,  England,  dockyard,  where  there  is  a  most  interesting  assem- 
lage  of  docks.  There  are  docks  of  granite  there  built  over  one 
mdred  years  ago  to  dock  the  Vwtoryy  N^son's  ship,  and  other  ships, 
hose  docks  were  built  to  dock  the  most  magnificent  structures  of  that 
Nrio<l,  and  they  were  looked  on  at  that  time  as  being  everything  that 
ossibly  could  be  needed  for  the  work.  Now  they  are  entirely  out  of 
ate ;  they  are  of  no  use  whatever,  except  to  takolittle  torpedo  boats  of  a 
ingth  that  can  go  in  the  dock.  If  we  built  a  dock,  say  750  feet  long, 
r  stone  and  concrete,  or  anything  else,  a  permanent  structure  on  shore, 
hundred  years  from  now  that  dock  would  probably  be  of  little  account. 
o  &r  as  I  know,  this  [floating  dock]  is  the  only  dock  which  will  last 
[>  posterity,  because  the  ends  are  open. 

Senator  Tillman.  It  leaves  room  to  build  it  just  as  long  as  safety 
nd  exjierience  will  show  the  ship  is  capable  of  being  built? 

Mr.  Dashibll.  Tes ;  and  my  view  aud  study  of  the  thing  is  that  there 
mo  use  in  investing  now  such  enormous  sums  as  a  dock  of  stone,  cou- 
rete,  or  any  other  £ook  on  shore  will  require,  if  in  their  place  you  can 
;et  a  dock  of  this  kind  for  about  one-fourth  of  the  money  and  certaiuly 
A  one  half  less  tipofe. 

Senator  Butlb'b.  We  have  a  number  of  dry  docks  now  that  are  use- 
ass— out  of  datet 

Mr.  Dashibll.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Butlbb.  What  are  the  defects  in  those  that  are  useless 

Mr.  Dashibll.  The  defects  principally  are  in  length. 

Senator  Butlbb.  They  are  not  long  enough  T 

Mr.  Dashibll.  They  are  not  long  enough  nor  big  enough. 

Senator  Butlbb.  They  are  not  long  enough  to  take  the  war  ships  we 
ow  havet 

Mr.  Dashibll.  No,  sir;  they  will  not  take  the  war  ships  we  have  on 
ccount  of  their  length.  The  depth  over  the  sill  is  so  little  that  only  a 
dw  ships  could  get  in  there,  even  if  they  were  long  enough  to  take  them, 
'hese  stone  docks  are  now  altogether  too  small,  although  at  the  time 
hey  were  built  their  size  was  thought  to  be  ample  for  any  future 
levelopment. 

Senator  Butlbb.  If  at  this  time  we  were  to  build  a  permanent  dry 
bck  of  stone  or  concrete,  what  would  be  the  possible  estimate  for  the 
iture,  in  twenty-five  or  fifty  years,  as  to  the  size  of  war  vessels? 

Mr.  Dashibll.  That  is  very  hard  to  guess.  We  can  only  look  at 
ast  history  and  say  that  the  ships  will  be  longer ;  how  much  longer  we 
o  not  know. 

I>OOK i 
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Senator  Tillman.  But  they  can  not  get  much  deeper,  because  tiial 
would  necessitate  the  deepening  of  all  the  harbors  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  If  you  will  look  at  history,  you  will  find  that  ships 
have  not  increased  in  draft  so  much.    They  have  increased  in  length. 

Senator  Butler.  The  only  thin^^  that  could  happen  in  the  future  to 
make  dry  docks  built  now  worthless  would  be  that  they  would  not  be 
long  enough! 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir;  probably. 

Senator  Bui  leb.  Is  there  not  practically  a  limit  to  the  length  of  tiie 
war  ship  that  we  now  havef 

Mr,  Dashiell.  I  can  only  give  an  example.  When  this  board  of 
ours  met  the  longest  ship  was  about  650  feet,  and  we  thought  700  feet 
would  certainly  cover  anything.  Before  the  board  closed  we  heard  of 
a  ship  of  749  feet. 

Senator  Hanna.  A  war  ship? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  !No,  sir;  but  one  that  could  be  made  a  war  ship. 

Senator  Butler.  Do  you  think  it  possible  that  there  will  ever  bes 
war  ship  over  a  thousand  feet  longT 

Mr.  Dashiell.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Senator  Perkins.  Has  not  the  beam  increased  proportionately? 

Mr.  Dashiell.  No,  sir.  It  has  increased  to  some  extent,  bat  not 
measurably  with  the  length. 

Senator  Tillman.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  length  of  the  Tlcforjft 
Nelson's  famous  vessel  t  • 

Mr.  Dashiell.  I  think  it  was  about  140  or  150  feet  long. 

Senator  Tillman.  If  we  have  advanced  that  far  in  eighty  years,  ve 
had  better  give  them  some  leeway  to  turn  around  in. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  But  the  longer  you  make  the  dock  the  more  yoa 
increase  the  outlay,  the  expense,  and  everyiihing.  It  is  a  very  expen- 
sive change  you  are  making  when  you  increase  the  length  of  the  docL 

Senator  Tillman.  But  I  am  speaking  not  of  the  dock  but  of  vessels. 
We  shall  h^ve  to  give  the  naval  architects  all  the  room  they  want  a« 
experience  will  lea^  them  forward. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  Yes,  sir;  ships  come  first,  and  appliances  are  built 
to  suit  them. 

ADDmOHAL  STATEKEFT  OF  LYONEL  CLABK 

Mr.  Glabk.  I  made  some  efforts  at  the  last  meetiug  held  here  to 
explain  by  means  of  books  the  theory  of  this  dock,  but  I  thought  that 
the  committee  would  like  to  thoroughly  understand  it,  and  so  I  have 
had  made  a  rough  model  to  show  the  general  idea.  The  point  which  has 
been  most  attacked  in  the  dock  is  that  of  rigidity.  This  is  a  point 
which  we  claim.  We  claim  that  the  dock  has  been  specially  designed 
to  have  a  large  amount  of  rigidity. 

There  are  two  types  of  vessels  in  any  navy  which  we  have  to  deal 
with,  that  is,  the  lohg  cruiser  and  the  short  ironclad.  I  will  imagiiie 
here  that  we  have  a  cruiser  of  our  Diadeni  class,  about  450  feet  long  awd 
displacing  10,000  tons.  If  I  have  it  placed  on  a  dock  such  as  tlie  model 
shows  here,  which  is  practically  the  same  length  and  hiis  the  same  lifting 
power,  it  must  be  evident  that  there  can  be  no  straining,  no  tendency 
of  the  ends  to  turn  up  and  strain  the  ends  of  the  vessel,  because  the 
length  of  the  vessel  and  the  length  of  the  dock  are  practically  the  same. 
Now,  however,  when  I  place  on  the  dock  a  short  ironclad,  what  we  call 
our  third-class  ironclads,  of  about  10,000  tons  and  3(M)  feet  long,  the 
weight  is  the  same.  Therefore  I  must  utilize  the  whole  lifting  power 
of  my  dock  to  support  this  vessel. 
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This  i>ortion  of  the  dock  [indicating]  undoubtedly  tends  to  curl  up 
and  strain  the  ends  of  the  vessel.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  owing  to  the 
very  powerful  form  of  construction  which  we  have  specially  adopted 
foi  these  docks,  making  the  sides  or  walls  the  full  deptli,  they  are  capa- 
ble of  affording  a  great  resistance.  The  thing  becomes,  practically 
speaking,  a  bridge,  an  ordinary  girder  bridge,  snpi)orted  here  [indi- 
e4iting],  this  jwrtion  merely  being  the  bridge  which  carries  the  rails. 
Imagine  the  ironclad,  if  you  like,  the  train  on  the  middle  of  the  bridge. 

In  the  Havana  dock  it  was  a  condition  of  the  contract  that  the  dock 
should  be  strong  enough  in  its  sides  to  allow  a  vessel  of  10,000  tons  to 
bear  on  about  300  feet  of  the  length.  That  has  been  done  in  the  Havana 
dock.  But  at  the  same  time  we  wished  to  do  away  with  such  strains, 
because  they  demand  heavier  sides  than  would  otherwise  be  required; 
aiid  however  strong  these  sides  are  made,  there  is  still  a  certain  amount 
ol  etlbrt  put  on  the  top.  The  way  we  do  that  is  this:  We  saw  that  the 
cruiser  bearing  over  the  whole  length  of  the  dock,  the  weiglit  of  the 
cruiser  and  the  lifting  power  of  the  dock  were  equal  and  opposite,  and 
therefore  there  were  no  strains.  What  we  do,  therefore,  is,  the  dock  be- 
ing built  in  veiy  many  compartments,  we  simply  pump  out  that  portion 
of  the  dock  which  lies  under  the  vessel.  It  is  therefore  evident,  as  we 
pnmp  only  that  portion  of  the  dock  that  lies  directly  under  the  vessel, 
that  there  can  be  no  end  straining  of  the  vessel  whatever,  because  her 
weight  and  lifting  power  then  are  equal. 

But  the  dock  will  not  lift  the  vessel,  because  I  have  taken  off  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  lifting  i>ower,  and  instead  of  having  a  displacement  of 
10,000  tons  I  Jiave  probably  8,000  or  8,500;  but  we  have  never  lifted  a 
ship,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  to  such  an  extent  that  we  can  bring  these 
alters,  as  we  term  them  here  [indicating],  out  of  water.  There  remain, 
then,  four  or  five  feet  of  dock  in  the  water.  At  that  time  we  i)lace  in 
position  in  the  alters  these  gates.  Practically  tliey  are  allowed  to  Hoat 
above  it,  and  as  the  dock  gradually  rises  they  drop  into  their  own  slots 
of  their  own  accord  without  any  balances  whatever.  VV^e,  therefore, 
have  got  this  [indicating!  lifted  in  such  a  state  of  water,  below  the  level 
of  the  gates  and  below  tne  level  of  the  alters,  and  the  lifting  power  of 
the  dock  is  directly  under  the  ship.  We  then  pump  this  interior  of  the 
dock,  removing  the  water,  and  the  ship  can  be  got  at.  There  can  be 
no  possible  straining  of  the  ship  because  the  lifting  power  is  entirely 
confined  to  within  these  gates  and  the  gates  are  put  up  close  to  the 
bows  of  the  vessel.  The  gates  can  be  put  wherever  you  like.  Your 
lifting  power  and  weight  are  equal  and  there  can  never  be  the  slightest 
strain  on  the  vessel.  That  is  the  principle,  and  that  is  why  we  call  this 
the  floating  graving  dock.  It  contains  the  characteristics  of  the  two 
types. 

Senator  Tillman.  I  am  not  much  of  a  mechanic,  but  it  appears  to 
me  that  if  you  have  left  water  in  the  end  compartments  to  keep  from 
straining  the  vessel,  instead  of  pumping  out  and  having  air  there, 
i?hich  would  give  it  a  lift  when  you  pumped  out  the  water  inside  of  the 
Mids,  your  dock  would  sink,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  obliged  to  sink, 
lecauseyou  put  the  weight  on  it  by  pumping  the  water  above. 

Mr.  Clabk.  But  the  water  is  pumped  out  and  thrown  into  the  sea. 

Senator  Tillman.  I  know,  but  that  water  had  weight,  and  when  you 
emove  it  and  put  the  air  there,  the  air  pressure  will  carry  the  whole 
tnicture  down.  I  do  not  know  how  far  it  will  carry  it,  but  it  will  cer- 
ainly  lower  it. 

Mr.  Clabk.  It  will  not  do  anything  of  the  sort.  It  makes  no  earthly 
ifference.  I  place  these  gates  there  [indicating].  That  dock  remains 
ist  the  same;  it  will  not  go  up  or  go  down.    I  simply  remove  the 
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water  from  there  [indicating].    I  do  not  put  any  weight  on  the  dock. 
I  take  the  weight  off,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 

Senator  Till-man.  I  knew  there  would  be  a  change  in  the  level  when- 
ever you  took  the  water  out. 

Mr.  Clark.  Now  comes  another  point,  and  that  is  the  self-docking  of 
the  dock,  because  a  floating  dock  is  absohitely  useless  if  you  caii  not 
have  every  portion  of  its  body  so  that  you  can  clean  and  repair  it. 
This  is  done  in  a  very  simple  form.    There  are  three  i)outoons  [iudi- 
catingj.    There  are  attached  to  these  sides  steel  pins.    When  we  wish 
to  dock  one  of  these  i)ontoons  the  dock  is  allowed  to  float  light    A  lit- 
tle water  is  left  in  this  portion  [indicating]  so  that  each  part  of  tlie 
dock  carries  its  own  weight  and  only  its  own  weight.     At  that  time, 
therefore,  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  remove  these  pins,  because  this  is    i 
floatiug  on  the  same  level  as  the  rest  of  the  dock,  and  there  is  no  tend- 
ency to  rise  or  fall,  or  to  do  anything.     When  the  pins  are  removed 
the  pontoon  is  free.    We  then  allow  all  the  rest  of  the  dock  to  sink 
gradually  under  the  water.    You  will  imagine  now  that  this  dock  is 
sinking  [illustrating];  and  while  it  is  sinking,  of  course,  this  remains 
floating  on  the  face  of  the  water  until  it  gets  to  that  height  [indicate 
ingj.    When  it  gets  to  that  height  we  replace  the  pins  in  i>osition  again, 
and  the  dock  itself  then  is  pumped  up,  and  it  lifts  up  the  pontoon  i^er- 
fectly  (flear  of  the  water,  and  boats  then  at  water  level  can  go  under    , 
her  and  scrape  and  paiut  and  do  everything.    The  two  end  pontoons    j 
are  lifted  in  one  operation  by  means  of  a  big  central  pontoon,  and  then    j 
the  big  central  pontoon  is  lifted,  in  an  alternate  operation,  by  the  two    j 
end  ones.    When  finished  the  dock  is  lowered  again. 

Senator  Butler.  What  is  the  purpose  of  raising  it  that  way  t  \ 

Mr.  Clabk.  To  clean  the  dock  itself.  The  dock  then  is  slowly  j 
raised.  It  sinlra  until  it  comes  back  to  its  normal  position,  when  the  j 
pins  again  are  inserted  and  the  dock  is  ready  to  go  on  and  perforin  its  1 
ordinary  work.  We  very  freely  admit  that  in  this  dock  we  have  taken  j 
ideas  wherever  we  could,  but  those  ideas  are  really  principles.  There  { 
is  a  distinct  novelty  in  these  docks.  There  is  novelty  in  the  shape  of  j 
the  pontoons,  in  the  way  in  which  they  are  built,  and  there  is  novelty  : 
in  the  use  of  gates  in  conjunction  with  separate  pontoons  on  a  self 
docking  dock.  We  are  perfectly  willing  to  make  our  acknowledgments  , 
to  all  tliose  persons  to  whom  we  are  indebted,  but  at  the  same  time  we 
do  wish  to  have  a  little  credit  ourselves  that  we  have  done  something  ; 
new  in  forming  this  dock. 

Senator  Tillman.  You  simply  assembled  the  old  principles  and 
applied  thehi  to  new  uses? 

Mr.  Clabk.  We  have  assembled  and  made  an  absolutely  new  comoi 
nation.  The  use  of  pontoons  between  the  walls  is  an  absolutely  nei? 
invention.  It  had  never  been  done  before.  All  other  docks  always  had 
pontoons  placed  under  the  walls.  This  is  an  entirely  new  arrangement, 
placing  them  between. 

Mr.  King.  I  wish  to  ask  Mr.  Clark  about  the  size  those  plus  have  to 
be  in  order  to  preserve  rigidity. 

M r.  Clark.  It  is  about  a  2  inch  steel  pin.  The  resistance  of  strength 
of  joint  will  vary  very  nmch.  If  the  dock  has  to  go  to  sea,  as  the 
Havana  dock,  the  joint  has  to  be  very  strong  indeed.  If  it  is  for  use 
in  a  quiet  harbor,  it  requires  a  very  small  joint,  as  the  effort  is  very 
little  between  the  pontoons  and  walls. 

Mr.  King.  Further,  let  me  ask  you  how  the  cost  of  that  dock  com- 
pares with  the  cost  of  a  concrete  dock  of  the  same  capacity  f 

Mr.  Clabk.  It  would  be  considerably  less  than  one-half.    The  Stettin 
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}  buildiug  in  England^  which  woald  dock  any  vessel  iu  thfg 
rates  Kavy,  inclading,  her  cruisers  and  the  St  Faul^  cQsts, 
ill  Stettin,  including  everything,  £91,000.  That  is  under 
ion  dollars.  That  includes  towage  across  the  Forth  Gerinan 
i  insnnince. 

Hanna.  Are  there  any  other  floating  steel  docks  in  usef 
LBK.  There  are  hundreds.  We  alone  have  built  over  eight 
)llar8'  worth  of  steel  docks.  But  not  docks  of  this  type, 
nly  one  other  of  this  type.  This  type  is  the  latest  adoption 
floating  dock  to  ironclads  and  cruisers  combined.  It  was 
uired  until  late  years.  When  the  Navy  started  building  the 
iclads  and  long  cruisers  of  the  same  weight,  and  the  ordinary 
docks  were  no  longer  in  use,  we  had  to  bring  in  and  evolute 
;ular  form.  It  is  a  dock  pot  two  yeais  old,  and  already  two 
ordered,  which  is  not  a  bad  record  for  an  invention  less  than 
old. 

IG.  Is  the  Stettin  dock  of  that  type! 
ABK.  It  is  absolutely  of  that  type. 
TG.  Of  what  lifting  capacity! 

ABK.  She  has  13,000  tons  for  short  ironclads^  and  12,000 
ng  cruisers.  That  dock  is  being  built  in  six  months.  I  may 
hsLt  on  the  part  of  the  builders  I  took  an  offer  which  was  laid 
'.  Boosevelt  to  build  a  dock  suitable  for  any  vessel  iu  the 
Navy  and  set  it  atioat  in  England  in  six  months  under  a  very 
alty.  Probably  it  would  be  completed  in  five  and  one-half 
The  penalty  would  commence  after  six  months — a  premium 
alty. 
Chandler.  You  believe  that  it  would  safely  come  across  the 

IlBK.  The  Havana  dock,  which  is  very  much  the  same  dock, 
^ht  across. 

Tillman.  Why  not  deliver  it  on  this  side! 
LBK.  They  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  do  that,  only  of  course 
te  would  come  in  of  war  risks. 

CnANBLEB.  You  mention  that  only  as  bearing  on  the  quos- 
ce?    You  named  the  i)rice! 

IBK.  W^e  made  the  offer  and  named  the  price  for  delivering 
lere.  Evidently  in  this  troublous  time  it  would  be  a  very 
ing  to  bring  her  across. 

Pebkins.  What  is  the  weight  of  the  dock! 
LBK.  The  weight  of  the  Stettin  dock  includes  4,000  tons  of 
lout  machine  and  fittings. 

Chandleb.  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  there  can  be  trans- 
mg  with  or  on  any  of  these  dpcks  any  considerable  number 
tT  use. 

lbk.  Our  own  idea  is  that  the  dock  itself  should  be  attached 
lavy,  and  in  connection  with  it  there  should  be  built  a  power- 
lich  would  tow  the  dock,  and  which  dock  would  be  fitted  with 
workshops,  heavy  cranes,  a  large  electric  plant,  and  a  good 
)ols,  so  that  wherever  you  place  your  dock,  if  you  set  it  down 
as  or  wherever  you  go^— 

Chandi>eb.  You  would  have  a  floating  workshop  go  along! 
LBK.  A  floating  workshop.  The  crane  would  swing  around, 
ave  got  a  propeller.    You  could  put  it  where  you  liked. 

Chandleb.  It  would  be  both  a  tender  and  machine  shop! 
iB£.  Both  a  tender  and  machine  shop,  a  complete  electric 
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drill,  excellent  tools,  new  plate.     You  could  put  forty  drills  on  your 
boat  for  new  plate  in  a  few  hours. 

Senator  Tillman.  It  would  serve  the  same  use  as  a  wrecking  train 
on  a  railroad,  except  that  it  could  go  anywhere,  because  it  would  have 
the  whole  ocean  before  it! 

Mr.  Clark.  It  would  have  the  whole  ocean  before  it  and  could  go 
anywhere,  the  ship  and  dock  together.  That  is  what  we  call  the  idea 
of  a  hospital  dock,  a  hospital  for  ships. 

Senator  Chandleb.  I  think  the  committee  are  under  obligations  to 
Mr.  Clark  for  the  pains  he  has  taken  to  show  us  the  dock. 

Senator  Pebkins.  You  have  the  thanks  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Clark. 
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Mr.  Payson.  Mr.  Chairman  and  Senators,  I  have  no  expert  know!  i 
edge  upon  this  question  and  I  do  not  appear  before  you  as  an  expert. 
I  appear  before  you  as  the  attorney  for  the  Newport  News  Ship  BuOd-  ; 
ing  and  Dry  Dock  Company.  I  was  present  day  before  yesterday  at 
Newport  News,  at  the  launching  of  the  Kearsarge  and  Kentuchy^  and  . 
Mr.  Oreutt,  the  president  of  the  company,  brought  me  a  telegram  ! 
coming  from  a  friend  in  Washington  in  wliich  the  statement  was  made,  j 
in  substance,  that  this  hearing  was  progressing  before  the  committee; 
that  the  statement  was  being  circulated,  and  had  been  made  hefore 
the  committee,  that  the  proposed  building  of  a  dry  dock  which  is  iu 
contemplation  at  Newport  News  was  not  being  carried  out;  that  tbc 
statement  that  it  was  to  be  built  was  not  made  in  good  faith,  and  that 
there  was  doubt  in  the  minds  of  a  great  many  people  who  were  inter 
ested  in  this  hearing  as  to  whether  or  not  the  progress  being  made  upon 
that  dock  was  in  good  faith  in  process  of  its  construction.  I  come  to 
put  before  the  committee  in  an  authoritative  form  the  facts  in  relation 
to  it. 

The  Newport  News  Ship  Building  and  Dry  Dock  Comi>any  has  pnw- 
tically  completed  its  plans  for  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  which  will 
be  a  timber  dock  1,150  feet  in  length,  90  feet  in  width  of  the  bottom,  to 
accommodate  amply  a  ship  with  a  breadth  of  beam  of  at  least  9(5  feet^ 
this  to  be  divided  by  a  gate  into  two  compartments  to  be  used  singly 
or  doubly  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  may  warrant,  having  a  depth  of 
30  feet  of  water  over  the  sill  at  mean  low  tide,  and  located  at  the  most 
appropriate  place  in  the  yard  for  a  dock  of  that  character.  1 1  is  immedi- 
ately upon  the  water  front.  Some  gentlemen  of  the  Naval  Committee 
may,  perhaps,  be  familiar  with  the  ground  there.  It  is  between  tlrt 
present  dry  dock  and  the  big  slip  over  to  the  left  as  you  approach  it    , 

In  connection  with  that  there  will  be  additions  made  to  the  8ho|)8  ■ 
convenient  to  the  new  dock.  A  new  lifting  crane  or  derrick  is  snb-  j 
stantially  completed.  Two  weeks  more  will  finish  its  construction,  and  | 
this  derrick  when  ready  for  operation  will  have  a  lifting  capacity  of  150  ; 
tons.  A  better  one  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  world.  It  is  practically 
completed  to  day.  Two  weeks  more  will  witness  its  completion  and 
erection  upon  its  tower. 

Of  course  the  members  of  the  committee  are  as  thoroughly  famihar 
as  I  am  or  x)erhaps  better  with  the  situation  of  Newport  News  and  its 
advantages  for  this  sort  of  work,  when  extensive  repairs  upon  the  large 
vessels  of  the  Navy  are  needed.  The  harbor  is  one  that  is  unexcelled 
in  the  Union.  It  is  accessible  at  all  times.  It  is  one  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  had  practically  during  its  lifetime,  and  upon  which  there  has 
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never  been  the  Decessity  of  the  expenditure  of  a  dollar.  There  is  no 
place  utilized  along  the  water  front  of  that  yard,  which  runs  now  some- 
thing like  3,600  feet,  something  over  half  a  mile,  where  they  have  less 
than  6^  fathoms  of  water,  generally  42  to  50  feet.  The  soil  in  which 
the  dry  dock  is  to  be  built  is  hard  and  indurated  clay.  There  can  be 
no  better  soil  in  the  world  for  it,  so  the  engineers  say.     ^ 

I  want  to  put  before  this  committee,  in  as  strong  terms  sis  can  be 
put  and  as  briefly  as  it  ought  to  be  put,  the  fact  that  the  construction 
of  that  dock  is  as  certain  as  that  the  Newport  News  Ship  Building  and 
DryDock  Company  will  continue  to  exist  for  one  year.  The  excava- 
tions will  begin  probably  in  the  next  ten  days  upon  that  dock.  I  had 
a  bine  print  of  the  first  plan.    It  was,  however,  only  9G0  feet. 

I  might  perhaps  interrupt  myself  here  by  saying  that  the  first  plan 
which  was  adopted  by  the  officers  of  the  company  contemplated  a  dock 
of  9f50  feet.  It  was  thought,  however,  in  view  of  the  necessities  of  the 
future,  that  perhai>8  that  might  be  too  short.  Then  plans  were  pre- 
pared showing  a  structure  of  1,050  feet.  Mr.  Huntington  reviewed 
that,  and  in  conference  with  Mr.  Orcutt  and  the  superintendent, 
Mr.  Smith,  and  particularly  in  view  of  the  increasing  needs  of  the 
merchant  marine  as  to  the  increasing  length  of  vessels,  as  well  as  the 
breadth  of  beam — ^for  it  is  already  contemplated,  as  waa  stated  to  me 
the  other  day,  that  vessels  will  very  soon  be  increasing  in  construction 
of  breadth  of  beam  to  85  and  possibly  90  feet — it  was  thought  that  i)er- 
haps  it  would  be  better,  looking  to  tlie  future,  and  in  that  spirit  of 
progress  which  has  always  characterized  the  management  of  those 
works,  that  90  feet  in  width  would  not  be  too  much  at  the  bottom,  and 
that  it  onght  to  be  increased  in  length  to  1,140  feet.  And  those  are  the 
plans  which  have  been  adopted. 

I  had  in  my  office  blue  prints  of  the  first  plans,  960  feet,  and  also  ot 
the  enormous  derrick  and  crane  which  have  been  erected,  but  Mr.  Gan- 
non, who  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  A]>propriations  of  the  Ilouse, 
in  conyersation  with  me  in  reference  to  this  subject,  asked  me  if  I  would 
kindly  loan  them  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  a  speech  which  he  will  prob- 
ably make  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  day,  and  he  has  them. 
They  would  not  shed  light  upon  what  I  am  saying  here,  except  perhaps 
as  matter  of  curiosity.    As  to  the  location  of  the  ground  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing,  it  is  not  material,  although  you  would  be  interested  in  it. 
But  this  is  what  I  desire  tx>  say  to  the  committee.    I  am  authorized 
"by  the  officers  of  that  company  to  say  to  you,  as  representatives  of  the 
Government,  that  we  are  not  asking  a  dollar  from  the  Government  in 
one  way  or  the  other.    We  will  make  a  dry  dock  there  that  will  be 
second  to  none  in  the  world,  and  we  will  make  it  in  the  best  shape  and 
form  tor  practical  use.    It  is  in  the  midst  of  a  shipyard  that  is  second 
to  none  in  this  country,  and  I  am  told  by  people  who  have  been  abroad 
that  its  facilities  for  building  ships  and  making  extensive  repairs  are 
not  excelled  anywhere.    The  shops  are  filled  with  machinery  of  the 
very  highest  modem  type,  and  ever3rthing  conduces  to  economical  and 
rapid  work  in  the  yard. 

Senator  Ghanbleb.  The  hull  and  machinery  of  the  Kentucky  and 
Kearnarge  were  all  built  there  t 

Mr.  P  AYSON.  They  were  all  built  there.  The  machinery  and  the  works 
there  were  on  exhibition  i)erhaps  to  20,000  people  day  before  yesterday. 
Eve  thing  is  done  there  that  needs  to  be  done  about  a  ship.  It  is  done 
00  the  ground.  At  any  time  the  Government  desires  to  give  us  the 
larger  character  of  work  in  the  way  of  repairing  we  are  prepared  to 
make  a  contract  with  the  Government  that  it  shall  have  a  preference 
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in  anything  that  conies  to  the  yard  that  the  Government  desires  to 
have  done,  and  if  such  a  tender  shall  be  desired  from  us  every  contract 
we  make  with  private  individuals  will  contain  a  provision  that  it  is 
subject  to  any  requirement  of  the  Government  j^r  the  ufie  of  such  por- 
tion of  the  yard  as  repairs  for  the  Government  shall  necessitate.  We 
are  prepared  to  give  a  guaranty  in  any  form  that  the  legal  officers  of 
the  Government  may  desire  that  any  work  for  which  we  make  a  tender 
shall  be  done  as  chciiply  as  we  would  do  the  work  for  private  parties, 
and  wo  know,  for  a  large  percentage,  probably  10  x>er  cent  at  leasts  les« 
than  the  Government  could  do  the  same  work  at  its  navy-yards,  and 
more  expeditiously  than  can  be  reasonably  expected  by  anybody  con- 
nected with  the  Government. 

Senator  Pebkins.  Are  you  prepared  to  make  a  rate  per  ton  for  doek- 
ing  ships! 

Mr.  P  AYSON.  I  am  not  prepared  at  thi£|  time,  but  if  the  committee  a 
Congress  desires  that,  the  oificers  of  the  company  will  be  here  in  twentj- 
four  hours  and  will  be  prepared  to  make  a  specific  tender  with  refereDce 
to  any  business. 

Senator  Tillman.  As  I  understand  you,  the  company  you  repireseat 
are  going  to  build  this  dock  anyway  f 

Mr.  Payson.  They  are  going  to  build  the  dock  anyway. 

Senator  Tillmajbi.  For  their  own  use  and  for  the  purpose  of  sa 
investment! 

Mr.  Payson.  Exactly.  To  do  any  character  of  work  desired  by  aDj 
patron. 

Senator  Tillman.  It  is  to  be  a  dock  to  handle  vessels  of  any  kind, 
Government  vessels  as  well  as  all  others. 

Mr.  Payson.  Yes,  sir;  to  build  and  repair  any  kind  of  vessel;  and 
we  will  give  the  Government  a  preference  in  an  urgency  contract  when- 
ever the  Government  may  desire,  and  ev'erythiug  in  any  contract  ire 
may  have  with  individuals  shall  be  subject  to  the  preferential  contract 
with  the  Government;  that  is  to  say,  if  two  American  liners  are  in  tbe 
dock  and  the  Government  wants  the  dock  for  a  battle  ship,  those  liners 
will  go  out.  Our  people  are  doing  the  repair  work  entirely  of  the 
American  Line  now. 

Senator  Perkins.  What  length  of  time  will  be  required  to  complete 
this  dock! 

Mr.  Payson.  It  may  be  done  within  a  year. 

Senator  Butlss.  You  ask  no  bonus  for  giving  the  Government  a 
preference! 

Mr.  Pi  YsoN.  No  bonus  whatever.  AU  we  desire  is  that  the  Sea«- 
tary  of  the  Navy  be  authorized  to  contract  with  us  for  the  docking, 
overhauling,  or  repairs  of  any  of  the  ships,  npon  reasonable  rates,  sncli 
as  we  give  private  parties — no  more.  There  has  been  a  question  raised 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Secretary  in  that  regard.  We  want  that  settled 
by  law.    We  will  be  prepared  to  do  the  work. 

Seuator  Peiikins.  It  seems  to  me,  as  we  are  considering  various  prop- 
ositions, til  at  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  make  ^  definite  proposition  of 
the  terms  on  which  you  will  dock  ships  for  the  Government. 

Mr.  Payson.  Yes;  that  would  not  be  an  inappropriate  thing.  Of 
course  that  varies  as  to  situation  and  so  on,  but  that  sort  of  a  proposi- 
tion could  be  made.  But  docking  alone  is  hardly  what  the  Government 
would  want;  that  would  be  only  a  preliminary  to  work  such  as  clean- 
ing, i)ainting,  overhauling,  and  repairing  generally.  But  if  dockage 
alone  was  desired,  we  would  tender  a  rate. 

Senator  Chanj>L£E.  I  had  understood  before  Mr.  Payspn  stated  tbe 
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ia^e  so  concisely  and  vigoroQsly  that  the  only  desire  was  to  let  the 
Uovernment  know  that  this  private  enterprise  is  to  go  forward  and  a 
dock  is  to  be  bnilt  of  the  size  indicated. 

Mr.  Patson.  That  is  it,  and  I  want  to  emphasize  one  point  in  con- 
nection with  it,  and  that  is  the  ability  of  the  company  to  perform  it; 
its  ability  as  well  as  its  resx)on8ibility  to  do  anything  it  shall  undertake. 
Senator  Pebioks.  One  company  makes  a  proposition  to  ns  for  100 
days'  dockage  for  $90,000  per  annum.  It  seems  to  me,  in  considering 
the  advisability  and  expediency  of  the  Gk)vemment  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  constrnction  of  docks,  we  should  have  a  proposition 
I'rom  the  company  represented  by  yourself  as  well  as  from  the  com- 
panies represented  by  Mr.  Dykman  and  others,  in  order  that  we  may  act 
intelligently. 

Mr.  Patson.  I  do  not  discuss  the  scientific  question.  We  do  not  ask 
fbr  a  bonus  from  the  Government  for  the  use  of  that  dock  which  we 
have  bnilt.  It  will  be  a  better  dock  than  any  floating  dock  that  can  be 
bnilt  under  any  state  of  circumstances.  We  do  not  ask  for  a  dollar 
of  bonus.  What  we  do  insist  is,  it  is  not  good  business  policy  on  tbe 
part,  of  Congress  to  give  a  bonus  to  any  corporation  which  is  equivalent 
to  a  good  big  interest  on  its  investment,  as  this  pending  proposition  is, 
to  give  990,000  for  the  bare  right  to  use  a  dock  for  one  hundred  days  out 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five.  We  will  tender  you  the  use  of  a  better 
dock  than  that  is,  and  furnish  you  all  articles  with  it,  tiie  best  ship- 
bailding  plant  there  is  in  the  world,  without  a  dollar  of  cost,  as  an 
investment^  and  with  ilo  exx>eiise  to  the  Government  except  the  value 
of  the  actual  work  put  tcpoti  your  ships. 

Senator  Tillmak.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  my  first  experience  in  hav- 
ing anyone  appear  here  wh6  does  not  have  some  sinister  or  selfish 
motive;  but  I  think  you  ought  riot  to  insist  oh  your  proposition,  that 
these  people  must  sink  to  the  level  of  the  other  mercenary  propositions, 
so  to  speak — ^they  appear  to  be  mercenary  propositions — but  just  let  us 
have  the  benefit  of  this  exhibition  of  public  spirit  without  any  inti- 
mation from  youthat  he  ought  to  sink  to  their  level. 

Sen:itor  Pebeins.  Judge  Payson  can  state,  if  he  feels  disposed  to 
(lu  so,  and  do  justice  to  his  own  company,  that  the  rates  charged  to 
the  Government  shall  not  exceed  those  ordinarily  charged  to  commer- 
cial companies. 

Mr.  Payson.  I  have  said  that  and  repeat  it.  The  company  will  do 
that  absolutely.  That  may  be  put  of  record.  And  more  than  that,  Mr. 
Chahrman.  Just  preceding  the  sending  of  Secretary  Long's  report  to 
Congress  this  year,  the  proposals  I  tnake  here  were  suggested  to  that 
officer,  and  I  know  met  with  great  favor  from  him.  Indeed,  he  said  that 
be  wished  it  was  in  his  power  so  that  he  could  give  us  an  assurance  in 
advance  that  we  should  have  some  Government  work.  But,  of  course, 
he  could  not  do  it.  However,  Mr.  Orcutt,  the  president  of  the  company, 
said  to  him,  "We  will  not  only  do  this  work  for  you  as  cheaply  as  it 
woiild  be  done  for  anybody  else,  but  in  case  of  any  disagreement  as  to 
what  were  re^asonable  charges  for  repairs,  no  matter  whether  great  or 
minor,  between  the  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  Company  and  the 
Government,  the  matter  should  be  left  to  the  Bureau  of  Constrnction 
in  the  Navy  Department:  and  whatever  that  Bureau  says  is  right  for 
work  that  h  d6n'e,  we  will  accept  that  and  call  the  thing  even." 

Senator  Butleb.  I  understand  we  have  a  proposition  before  us  for 
tbe  use  by  the  Government,  for  one  hundred  days  in  the  year  for  $90,000, 
of  a  dock  that  is  proposed  to  be  built. 
Senator  PBl^Kiiid.  We  have  another  proposition  for  $115,000,  and  we 
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can  have  the  ase  of  it  for  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  iu  the 
year. 

Senator  Butleb.  That  is  not  the  same  company  ¥ 

Senator  Perkins.  No;  it  is  another  company. 

Mr.  Dtkman.  To  use  a  graving  dock,  a  still  better  proposition. 

Senator  Butleb.  To  consider  that  proposition  intelligently  and  to 
understand  the  relative  merits  between  that  and  the  service  the  Gov- 
ernment could  get  from  the  company  Judge  Payson  represents,  ia  it  not 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  proposition  before  us  if  they  see  tit  to 
make  it?  In  other  words,  let  the  company  understand  that  we  shall  be 
glad  to  have  the  same  proposition,  if  they  see  fit  to  make  it,  that  is,  as 
to  what  they  win  fiimish  the  Government  one  hundred  days^  service  for 
in  the  dock  that  they  propose  to  build, 

Mr.  Payson.  No;  I  suggest.  Senator,  that  that  would  be  perhaps  an 
impracticable  sort  of  a  proposition  in  this:  If  we  would  give  you  the 
use  of  that  dock  for  any  specific  number  of  days,  to  use  it  for  repairs  or 
cleaning,  we  would  have  to  turn  over  the  machinery  with  which  we  do 
the  work,  and  that  we  could  hardly  be  asked  to  do.  It  would  neeeflsi- 
tate  also  that  you  should  furnish  the  emxjloyees  to  manipulate  the 
machinery  and  do  the  work  that  we  can  do  better  than  any  force  yon 
can  send.  We  have  a  force  of  skilled  operators.  They  are  second  to 
none  anywhere,  and  our  superintendent  can  handle  those  men  working 
on  piivate  account  a  good  deal  better  than  an  agent  for  the  Govornnient 
^can  handle  the  same  men  in  there  and  operate  on  Government  accounL 
Therefore  the  proposition  we  make  to  you  is  that  whenever  you  hare 
any  work  for  us  to  do  we  will  do  it  precisely  for  you  as  we  would  do  it 
for  Senator  Perkins  on  a  ship  of  his. 

We  will  give  you  the  same  terms  that  we  give  any  private  party,  and, 
in  case  of  a  disagreement,  your  own  officers  in  the  Kavy  Department 
shall  say  what  is  right,  as  is  done  in  cases  of  changes  in  plans  in  nev 
construction;  in  such  cases  it  is  provided  by  contract  that  the  Bureaa 
shall  determine  what  shall  be  allowed  for  changes  in  case  of  difierenoee. 
We  submit  oftentimes  to  pretty  hard  terms  iu  that  respect,  bat,  as  to 
the  two  ships  that  were  launched  the  other  day,  better  bulls  uevei* 
went  ot!'.  We  took  those  contracts  at  a  little  over  two  million  and  a 
half  dollars.  The  lowest  bid  next  to  us  was  something  over  $3,000,000 
on  each  of  them.  We  have  been  doing  work  for  other  people  in  the 
same  sort  of  a  way  for  a  big  percentage  less. 

On  these  large  contracts  important  changes  have  been  made  since 
the  contract  was  taken.  We  only  ask  reasonable  rates,  and,  iu  case  of 
diiference  of  opinion,  the  board  of  changes  in  the  Department  deter 
mines  the  matter. 

Senator  Butler.  Would  your  company  be  willing  to  make  a  propo- 
sition ?  Of  course,  if  we  accept  the  proposition  made  to  us  for  a  bonus, 
we  shall  have  a  dock  there  that  we  can  use.  The  question  is  whether 
we  will  accept  it  and  be  forced  to  use  it  or  not.  If  we  do  not  accept  that 
proposition,  there  must  be  some  other  dock  in  sight  that  we  can  ase. 
Is  your  company  willing  to  make  a  proposition  that  you  will  give  the 
Government  the  preference  you  state! 

Mr.  Payson.  For  precisely  what  I  have  stated,  and  elaborated  to  any 
extent  to  make  it  safe  to  the  Government.  It  will  be  reduced  to  writ 
ing  under  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  and  our  company 
will  sign  it. 

Senator  Butleb.  For  any  number  of  daysf 

Mr.  Payson.  Not  for  any  number  of  days.  Do  not  understand  my 
proposal  to  be  to  lease  out  our  establishment  at  a  per  diem  to  the  Gov* 
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erumeiit,  bat  to  make  any  repairs,  no  matter  how  insignificant  or  how 
great,  promptly  and  at  reasonable  rates. 

Senator  Butleb.  What  I  meant  was  in  reference  to  the  amount  of 
work. 

Mr.  Payson.  W^hatever  the  work  the  Government  has  to  do,  it  shall 
have  that  work  done,  and  as  to  sach  work  it  shall  have  a  preferential 
conti-act  to  the  extent  of  the  total  capacity  of  that  yard.  Can  I  make 
it  phiinerf  Of  conrse  that  exigency  will  never  come,  as  we  believe^ 
bnt  if  it  shonld  come  the  Government  will  have  the  preference. 

Senator  Butleb.  And  get  the  preference  at  the  lowest  rates f 

Hr.  Payson.  At  the  same  rates  other  individuals  will  get 

Senator  Butler.  Without  any  bonus  ¥ 

Mr.  Payson.  Without  any  bonus  and  without  the  expenditure  of  a 
iollar.  We  simply  want  the  Government  to  understand  that  here  is  a 
ihipyard  ready  to  do  business  with  you  on  just  the  terms  it  does  bnsi- 
less  with  everybody  else,  and  without  a  dollar  of  expenditure  unless 
;hc  Government  shall  have  the  work  done;  and  if  you  do  have  the 
Fork  done  it  will  be  done  as  cheaply  for  you  as  for  any  ship  Senator 
L^erkins  may  own.  And  we  desire  to  have  all  questions  of  the  i>ower 
)f  the  Secretary  to  contract  with  us  determined  by  law.  Give  him  the 
)ower  to  contract  with  us,  and  we  will  do  the  work  as  I  have  stated, 
^ith  such  a  yard,  dry  dock,  and  plant  we  can  do  whatever  is  desired 
jetter,  more  quickly,  and  more  cheaply  than  any  Government  yard; 
ihat  is  certain. 

Senator  Butleb.  Is  it  not  important  to  have  this  proposition  from 
iJie  company  in  due  form  ? 

Mr.  Payson.  The  company  will  be  very  glad  to  submit  it. 

Senator  Pebkins.  It  is  understood  that  if  Judge  Payson  desires  at 
I  later  day  to  submit  a  proposition  he  will  submit  it.  I  think  we  under- 
stand your  proposition,  and  we  are  under  many  obligations  to  you. 

Mr.  Payson.  I  have  endeavored  to  be  as  brief  and  concise  as  possible, 
in<l  if  in  any  phase  I  have  failed  to  make  myself  understood  I  sliall  be 
rery  glad  to  be  more  explic^it.  I  will  see  that  a  formal  proposal,  in  the 
line  of  my  statements,  will  be  prepared  and  filed  with  the  committee  in 
connection  with  this  hearing. 

Senator  Pebkins.  You  have  made  yourself  clear,  and  we  know  you 
represent  a  company  that  is  thoroughly  responsible  and  able  to  carry 
Dut  whatever  you  promise. 

Mr.  Payson.  Have  I  made  myself  thoroughly  understood  by  all  the 
members  of  the  committee! 

Senator  Butleb.  Yes;  I  understand  your  proposition  perfectly. 
W^hat  I  want  is  to  have  the  proposition  before  us  in  due  form  if  you  see 
fit  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Payson.  Very  good. 

Senator  Tillman.  I  wish  to  suggest  that  we  had  a  proposition  that 
iras  in  the  air,  so  to  apeak,  in  regard  to  armor  plate,  which  never 
materialized,  but  which  was  in  the  documents  before  the  Senate  in  refer- 
9itce  to  that  matter,  if  this  company  (and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
its  good  faith  or  its  purpose)  will  submit  its  proposition  in  writing  as 
soon  as  possible  in  a  way  that  would  at  least  bind  it  morally 

Mr.  Payson.  Legally. 

Senator  Tillman.  I  do  not  know  that  we  could  have  it  if  you  simply 
l>ind  yourself  in  a  court  of  morals  unless  we  should  sign  a  contract, 
rhich  would  then  be  made  a  legal  contract.  If  you  see  fit  to  put  your 
>ropo6ition  in  a  8hai)e  at  least  to  bind  you  morally,  and  if  the  Govern- 
nent  sees  proj[)er  to  go  further  to  accept  a  proposition,  we  would  have 
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some  basis  of  intelligent  action  in  the  Senate  when  we  come  to  diao 
the  question  of  the  appropriation  for  docks. 

Mr.  Payson.  And  it  is  with  that  view  that  I  came  before  the  o 
mittee. 

Senator  Tillman.  Yon  came  fbr  that  purpose,  and  we  simply 
that  yon  submit  the  proposition. 

Senator  Butler.  It  is  understood  that  you  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Payson.  In  the  next  few  days,  as  soon  as  I  can  communi 
with  the  officers  in  New  York,  I  will  have  it  in  writing. 

In  conclusion  may  I  suggest  that  if  we  make  this  large  expendi 
in  the  construction  of  this  dock  and  fttmish  the  Oovernment  witli 
facilities  as  I  have  stated  them  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for  a 
tioiial  dry  docks  of  extraordinary  capacity  on  the  Atlantic  coast, 
dry  docks  at  New  York,  Port  Royal,  and  this  dock  will  give  all  facil 
needed  for  this  generation,  surely. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  the  committee  for  its  courtesy. 
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Mr.  Dykman.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committe 
waiit  to  get  clearly  in  the  minds  of  the  committee  at  the  ontset  v 
this  proposition  is  that  the  Internationa]  Dry  Dock  and  <3onstrac 
Company  has  outlined  in  this  amendment.  For  that  purpose  1 11 
to  read  a  part  of  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  the  In 
national  Dry  Dock  and  Construction  Company,  signed  by  Mr.  Dov 
here.  I  do  that  because  of  the  statement  at  the  last  hearing  ths 
was  not  proposed  to  go  into  the  repair  business.  I  read  from  that  le 
signed  by  Mr.  Downey. 

Mr.  Downey.  Excuse  me  one  second.    We  can  save  you  the  la 
The  amendment  covers  specifically  all  that  we  ask  and  all  that  we 
pose  to  do.    This  letter  was  simply  a  preliminary  proposition  mad 
a  hurry.    Secretary  Long  asked  me  to  do  it  quickly.    The  ainendn 
specifically  states  what  we  propose  to  do. 

Mr.  Dykman.  Still  I  want  to  say  that  the  amendment  is  perfe 
suited  to  carry  out  the  proposition  to  Secretary  Long,  and  I  think  \ 
will  appear  from  a  reading  of  the  letter.    It  is  as  follows: 

'<The  International  Dry  Dock  and  Construction  Company,  a  corp 
tion  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  desirei 
construct  and  maintain  a  steel  tioating  dry  dock  of  the  pattern 
ilesign  known  as  the  Clark  &  Stanfleld  model,  mentioned  and  rec 
mended  by  the  board  appointed  by  you  to  investigate  this  subj 
They  propose  to  make  this  dock* 550  feet  in  length,  and  of  over  15. 
tons  capacity,  cnpstble  of  raising  and  sustaining  war  vessels  much  lai 
than  any  now  being  constructed  or  contemplated  by  your  Departm 

^'It  IS  estimated  that  this  company  will  expend  in  the  construe 
of  such  a  dry  dock,  and  in  the  land  necessary  to  be  held  in  connee 
with  it,  and  in  the  plant  absolutely  necedsary  for  the  repair  and< 
struction  of  vessels,  the  sum  of  about  $1,500,000.  And  in  order,  t 
that  the  expenditure  of  so  large  a  sum  of  money  shall  seem  warrai 
said  company  feels  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Governn 
of  th^  United  States  shall  insure  to  it  a  sniti  at  least  equal  to  6 
rent  interest  upon  the  amount  invested  for  a  period  of  twenty  yi 
And  in  return  for  this  sum  this  company  offers  to  allow  all  the  v« 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  the  iVee  use  and  possession  of 
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uid  dock  for  a  x>eriod  of  one  hondred  days  in  each  year  m  tunes  of 
peace,  and  in  times  of  war  its  entire  use  and  occupation  npon  terms 
to  be  mutually  agreed  ni>ony  or,  in  the  eyent  of  failure  to  so  agree^ 
toPiD8  to  be  effect^  by  a  committee  or  board  of  arbitration." 

Now,  we  know  the  cost — $500,000 — and  they  want  6  per  cent  on 
11,0(10,000.  The  remainder  is  undoubtedly  for  the  land  and  the  plant 
that  they  propose  to  acquire  and  hold  for  the  repair  of  ships.  That  is 
the  one  proposition  that  these  people  make;  that  they,  who  have  not  a 
dock,  who  have  not  a  repair  shop,  who  are  not  iu  the  business,  who  so 
£ftr  as  we  know  are  absolutely  without  experience,  shall  be  started  by 
the  Government,  put  upon  their  feet,  and  insured  $90,000  for  twenty 
years,  for  what  purpose! 

You  have  heard  what  the  Newport  News  people  have.  In  a  smaller 
way,  so  far  as  onr  repair  shops  are  concerned  and  our  capacity  to  con- 
struct, we  are  in  the  same  position.  We  have  five  docks,  two  of  them 
graving  docks,  three  of  them  floating  docks,  and  we  have  no  possible 
prejudice  against  the  one  in  favor  of  the  other.  We  use  both.  One  of 
eor  floating  docks  could  lift  the  Tejtas}  could  have  lifted  the  Maine, 
Onr  graving  docks  take  in  anything  but  the  six — all  the  vessels  of  the 
first  class.  We  have  a  repair  shop  where  we  are  building  smaller  ves- 
sels to-day.  The  only  possible  effect  of  enacting  this  amendment  will 
be  to  pot  my  company  and  this  company  at  Newport  News  iu  this  i)osi- 
tion :  These  men  will  have  (90,000  a  year  in  their  pockets,  and  we  (*an 
not  do  one  bit  of  work  without  their  permission.  The  (Iry  docking  of 
a  ship  is  so  large  a  part  of  its  repair  that  if  you  give  Mr.  Wallace  Dow- 
ney the  $90,000  in  his  x>ocket  for  twenty  years  he  will  command  the 
repair  business  from  Maine  to  Florida^  and  we  can  not  live  except 
by  his  gracious  permission,  or  by  buying  him  out,  or  by  combining 
with  him. 

Mr.  Paybon.  May  I  supplement  that  with  a  sentence?  After  they 
}iave  the  dock,  the  repairs  which  may  be  done  in  the  dock  can  not  be 
done,  and  nobody  will  pretend  that  they  can  be  done,  as  cheaply  as  you 
er  I  can  do  it. 

Mr.  DTKMAii.  I  do  not  think  they  can.  But  I  assert  that  the  princi- 
ple of  this  amendment  is  the  most  vicious  that  I  have  ever  seen  gravely 
proposed  and  considered  in  a  legislative  committee.  We  and  our  pre- 
decessors have  invested  $5^000,000  in  our  plant.  We  have  taken  Gov- 
ernment vessels,  not  as  we  take  the  merchant  marine,  because  whenever 
the  ofiicers  of  the  United  States  get  anything  in  our  docks  they  do  not 
allow  us  gross  tonnage  as  we  charge  merchantmen,  but  chip  a  great  big 
piece  of  our  bills  off*.  We  have  taken  and  will  take  them  at  rates  much 
more  advantageous  to  the  Government  than  we  ever  give  to  the  private 
individual. 

Now  we  are  in  a  position  to  do  everything  up  to  our  capacity.  We 
expect  to  enlarge  our  capacity.  We  have  not  asked  anything  of  the 
Bovernment  and  we  do  not  ask  anything.  The  proposition  is  that  we 
and  the  Newport  News  Company  and  the  Bath  people  up  iu  Maine 
and  the  Atlantic  and  Boston — I  think  that  is  the  name — and  I  do  not 
know  how  many  other  ships  along  this  coast,  shall  be  put  within  the 
G^sp  of  these  gentlemen  in  Brooklyn,  who  have  not  a  thing,  but 
their  mke  stock  in  trade  is  sufiGicient  assurance  to  come  here  and  ask  to 
je  carried  through  twenty  years. 

I  submit,  gentlemen,  if  I  speak  with  too  great  warmth,  it  is  because 
i  Uirge  part  of  what  my  associates  and  the  people  I  represent  have  is 
Dvested  in  the  dry-dook  and  repair  business  in  New  York  City.    I  feel 
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much  more  than  I  express.    I  am  afraid  if  I  expressed  my  views  ft 
I  should  depart  from  the  decorum  of  committee  preseatation  in 
remarks. 

Now,  there  is  not  a  bit  of  need  of  this  dock  on  the  Atlantic  oo 
We  have  six  ships  that  can  not  be  accommodated  on  the  Atlantic  a 
by  the  smaller  docks.  You  have  got  two  docks — one  at  Port  Royal 
one  at  the  Brooklyn  Navy- Yard.  We  know  considerable  abont  the  i 
at  the  Brooklyn  Navy- Yard.  It  is  a  splendid  dock.  It  has  the 
weak  point  at  the  entrance  to  the  dock,  unless  our  experts  who  I 
gone  there  to  learn  the  condition  of  the  dock  are  mistaken,  beci 
we  are  dealing  with  the  same  conditions  of  soil  that  obtain  at  the  Br 
lyn  Navy-Yard.  We  have  within  the  last  three  years  reconstro 
one  of  our  docks  so  that  we  should  not  hesitate  to  take  the  largest 
tie  ship  if  we  conld  get  her  in  the  dock.  We  are  experimenting  on 
ing  the  same  conditions,  expecting  to  enlarge  our  plant.  We  1 
watched  the  No.  3  dock  very  careftiUy,  and  it  is  stated  to  me  bj 
engineer,  in  whose  judgment  we  rely  in  everything  we  do,  that  th( 
3  dock  will  do  all  the  work  its  capacity  allows  it  to  do,  and  thi^ 
soon. 

We  have  heard  from  Captain  Dashiell  about  the  Port  Boyal  ( 
You  have  got  two  docks  for  these  ships.  That,  I  venture  to  w 
a  greater  proportion  of  docks  almost  than  we  need.  But  nov 
proposition  is  that  we  are  to  have  four  or  five  other  docks  provide 
in  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  One  of  them  is  to  be  this  flo 
dock.  Negotiations  are  on  foot  for  the  purchase  of  the  Stettin 
I  do  not  know  to  what  point  the  negotiations  have  reached.  ^ 
the  smaller  vessels  conld  be  accommodated  by  the  smaller  docks, 
minute  we  have  this  dock  thatt  they  are  trying  to  purchase  and  ti 
are  going  to  build  out  of  an  a])propriation  in  the  appropriation  1 
shall  have  three  docks  for  six  ships.  The  next  step  is  to  have ) 
for  every  ship.  That  will  be  the  result  if  this  amendment  is  pla 
the  appropriation  bill.    That  is  far  more  docks  than  are  necessa 

There  are  other  objections  to  this  proposed  amendment.  ¥• 
not  get  the  hundred  days  when  you  need  them.  That  was  brou| 
by  Senator  Perkins.  I  remember  his  remark  at  the  last  hearin 
the  very  time  you  wanted  the  hundred  days,  or  any  day,  you  conld : 
it;  the  liner  would  be  in  the  dock.  Let  me  say  in  this  kind  of 
and  in  a  graving  dock  there  is  done  such  work  as  lengthening  a 
You  do  it;  we  do  it.  That  is  to  say,  we  cut  a  vessel  in  two  an 
her  upward  and  put  in  a  midship  section.  We  take  out  the  wh< 
torn  and  hang  up  the  machinery  inside  and  build  a  new  bottom, 
suppose  your  limping  Government  vessel  should  come  along  w 
had  at  New  York,  for  instance,  a  river  boat  in  our  dock  or  an; 
dock.  It  would  be  doing  the  same  thing.  She  is  cut  in  two.  B 
and  stern  sections  are  far  apart.  All  the  power  of  the  Gove 
could  not  get  that  boat  out.  Or  when  the  boat  is  in  there  wit 
hole  in  her  bottom  you  can  not  get  her  out,  and  you  will  not  g 
hundred  days. 

I  was  speaking  of  giving  a  monopoly.  Let  me  speak  of  th< 
&  Stanfield  model.  I  visited  Mr.  Secretary  Koosevelt  this  m 
to  learn  in  more  detail  what  he  had  in  mind  when  he  8i>oke  befd 
committee  the  other  day.  Mr.  Secretary  Boosevelt  said  that  he 
care  for  the  Clark  &  Stanfleld  model  or  any  other  model;  i 
believes,  as  we  believe,  that  this  is  the  latest  expression  of  th 
floating  dry  dock,  but  that  he  would  prefer  to  have  the  oompetit 
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he  world,  and  he  thought  if  Clark  &  Staofield  were  pat 
iy  with  our  own  engineers  it  would  be  all  that  they  woald 
ore,  Mr.  Eoosevelt  authorized  me  to  say  that  he  would  be 
make  a  statement  in  writing  to  the  committee, 
not  help  but  suspect  when  we  saw  this  amendment,  and 
d  met  Mr.  Clark  and  heard  from  him,  that  some  sort  of 
ent  was  made  by  which  these  gentlemen  had  secured  a 
the  Clark  &  Stanfield  model  and  plans,  that  would  give 
\o  Clark  &  Stanfield  or  their  licensees  or  assigns.  And 
.nfield  would  have  it  under  this  amendment.  This  very 
is  here  would  serve  for  a  model  of  the  Portsmouth  dock, 
eption  that  the  sides  :ire  brought  down  here  [indicating] 
dug  up  on  top,  and  this  is  made  in  three  sections, 
exhibiting).  I  have  a  picture  of  the  Portsmouth  dock  here, 
iss  it  around. 

AN.  The  Portsmouth  dock  was  built  forty  years  ago  and  it 
features. 

It  is  a  very  worn  photograph,  but  it  shows  very  plainly 
don  of  the  dock. 

[AN.  It  shows  the  caissons  ill  place.  We  have  a  floating 
^id  sides.  Our  balance  dock  is  a  floating  dock  with  rigid 
sectional  docks  are  divided,  as  this  is,  into  sections.  With 
idable  frankness  Mr.  Clark  admits  that  he  has  appropri- 
in  ideas.  In  the  balance  dock  the  sides  are  perfectly  rigid 
t  has  not  the  several  i>ontoons;  it  is  of  one  pontoon. 
SBKINS.  It  has  one  rigid  pontoon f 

AN.  One  rigid  pontoon,  with  rigid  side  walls,  is  our  bal- 
The  sectional  docks  we  have  do  not  have  side  walls,  but 
rigidity.  In  shorty  I  submit  that  American  engineers  and 
intracting  firms  ought  at  least  to  be  put  on  an  equality 
.  Clark  &  Stanfield  and  that  that  part  of  the  amend- 
I  be  kept  off.  Strike  out  that  part  of  the  proposed 
and  make  a  change  in  one  other  respect,  so  that  the 
^ment  shall  determine  what  kind  of  a  dry  dock.  If  you 
take,  in  any  form  or  shape,  the  principle  of  this  ameud- 
kvy  Department  ought  to  select  what  kind  of  a  floating 
^refers. 

LLMAN.  Just  advertise  for  proposals. 
AN.  Advertise  for  prox>osals  and  let  us  bid  against  the 
e  will  be  ehtirely  satisfied  with  the  result.  If  the  subject 
lizing  or  hiring  of  docks  is  to  be  seriously  considered,  we 
amendment  be  amended  i n  these  two  respects.  First  stri ke 
s  that  give  the  Clark  &  Stanfield  model  a  lead,  and,  second, 
IS  prepared  by  the  Navy  Department  and  ask  them  to  call 
ve  bids.  Then  if  we  lose  it  will  be  the  chances  of  busi- 
nit  that  no  kind  of  paternalism  in  any  kind  or  shape  shouhl 
knction  of  this  committee;  that  subsidizing  this  adventurer 
less  should  be  put  down,  so  that  in  no  form  will  it  again 
i  committee  of  either  House  of  Congress. 
SBKINS.  If  this  dock  were  to  be  built  ujwn  the  Clyde  or 
3Ught  to  the  United  States  we  would  have  the  advantage 
tive  tariff.  Would  you  be  on  an  equal  footing  to  compete 
competitors  f    Have  you  considered  that  phase  of  the  ques- 

AN.  Of  course  the  Oovernment  can  get  it  in  duty  free  and 
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we  can  not,  but  it  is  hardly  in  aecord  with  the  priBciples.    It 

an  advantage  of  eonrse;  it  would  be  a  great  advantage.    I     i 

arguing  the  other  question. 

Senator  Pbbkins.  You  are  willing  to  waive  thatf 

Mr.  DykmjlN,  I  believe  we  can  build  as  cheaply  here,  protectic 
all.  I  think  our  laborers  will  do  so  much  more  that  the  sam^ 
that  enables  us  to  send  our  rails  and  oar  materials  in  the  nuiii 
lured  form  abroad  and  compete  and  win  will  enable  us  to  build  be 
spite  of  a  protective  tarifif. 

Senator  Tillman.  Is  not  structural  steel  and  all  the  mat»riaf  tfr< 
necessary  to  go  into  a  dock  juat  as  cheap  hei'e  as  in  Englaud! 

Mr.  Dtkman.  The  Carnegie  Company  have  lately  closed  a  eontr 
for  some  thousands  of  tons  of  steel  at  a  price,  I  am  informed,  lo^ 
than  was  ever  known  in  the  world  before,  far  below  the  price  of  ^ 
in  any  other  country. 

Senator  Chakdljbsb.  They  have  made  a  contract  with  Europe 
purchasers! 

Mr.  Dykhan.  One,  I  think,  is  for  a  gas  holder  and  another  \& 
structural  work  of  another  kind.  I  do  not  carry  piioes  ver}'  well, 
I  think  it  was  $21  against  $28. 

Senator  Chandler.  I  had  an  impression  that  they  had  made  a  < 
tract  and  sent  some  steel  abroad. 

Mr.  Clabk.  Twenty-four  dollars  is  the  English  price. 

Mr.  Dtkman.  And  this  contract  was  dos^  at  between  twenty 
twenty-one  dollars.  The  Cramps  works  can  build  this  dock.  The; 
build  it  just  as  quickly  as  it  can  be  built  abroad.  Any  bridge  oom] 
can  do  it.  Is  it  contcmded  that  we  can  not  punch  holes  as  fast  as 
punch  them  abroad!  There  is  not  anything  in  that.  I  know  very] 
on  this  subject,  but  I  know  our  bridge  makers  can  do  this  work. 

Senator  Pbbkins.  You  claim  that  tliere  is  no  foreign  patent 
would  conflict  In  regard  to  the  system  or  plan  of  Clark  &  Stanfield 
in  the  Havana  dock  ! 

Mr.  Dykhan.  Oh,  there  is  no  patent  on  the  Havana  dock. 

Mr.  Clabk.  It  has  a  patent  in  the  United  States. 

Senator  Pebkins.  I  had  that  im])resBion. 

Mr.  Dtkman.  Have  you  patents  f 

Mr.  Clabk.  Yes. 

Mr.  Dtkman.  Fo;  not  on  the  principle,  but  simply  on  someol 
devices. 

Mr.  Clabk.  On  the  combination  as  applied. 

Senator  Chandleb.  Let  me  ask  Mr.  Clark  how  he  could  geta  pf 
on  a  combination  if  it  is,  as  he  said  the  other  day,  substantially  lik* 
old  Portsmouth  woodta  dock? 

Mr.  Clabk.  No;  there  is  no  patent  on  that;  there  is  no  patent  oi 
sectional  dock ;  there  is  no  patent  on  the  etiff  side  dock ;  but  whei 
combine  all  three  into  one  dock  you  get  a  patent,  theselfdockingc 

Senator  Chandleb.  How  many  patents  have  you  taken  out! 

Mr.  Clabk.  We  have  several  patents. 

Mr.  Dykman.  I  wish  to  say  only  one  thing.  If  that  is  so,  the 
see  what  there  is  in  the  amendment.  I  did  not  know  there  was  a  pa 
Knowing  something  of  patent  law  and  litigation,  I  think  the  stre 
of  the  patent  is  slight,  but  to  the  extent 

Senator  Pbbkins.    This  fact  was  brought  out  only  by  an  infer 

Mr.  Clabk.  I  wish  to  mention  that  it  was  only  drawn  in  the 
few  days.  Only  yesterday  I  received  a  letter  from  our  patent  a| 
ii^forming  me  that  a  patent  had  been  drawn. 
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fetor  GHAja)L£B«  I  imdeEstead  Mr.  Clark  to  say  that  they  did 

iive  AnBdcaB  patents.    I  asked  the  question  and  understood  hiin 

f  that  there  wece  none. 

^fttor  PEBKIN&  He  did  not  state  that  patents  had  not  been  applied 

^  drew  the  inference  that  Mr.  Clark  had  applied  for  it  and  there- 

»ked  the  questicNu. 

B&ator  Ghandlbr.  What  was  the  answer! 

ei^ator  Pbbkiks.  That  he  had. 

^.  B^EiiAii.  I  wish  to  say  that  we  would  deal  fairly  with  Mr.  Clark 

re  ^oald  deal  furly  with  anybody  else,  but  to  the  extent  that  those 

^ts  are  good  it  places  us  in  the  hands  of  patentees.    While  we  feel 

^  we  can  build  a  dock  of  this  kind,  and  woald  build  a  dock,  and  that 

^M%elaeoould  build  &doek  almost  precisely  like  it,  or  precisely  like 

'if  the  field  is  left  open  for  us  to  compete  we  can  build  fur  the  Gov- 

Qeot— I  do  submit  that  the  Government  ought  to  build  and  own  its 

s  docks  and  ought  not  to  send  any  dock  that  it  has  the  use  of  out 

^competition  with  peopte  who  are  supporting  themselves. 

Boator  Tillman^  You  have  no  objection  to  the  Government  using 

r private  dock  at  commercial  rates? 

r.  Dykman.  'NOj  sir;  we  would  be  very  glad  to  let  them  to  you, 

use  our  docks  are  not  full  half  the  time. 

nator  Trcuif  an.  But  you  do  not  believe  in  subsidizing  a  dock 

NiDy? 

'.  Dykman^  I  do  not,  Senator. 

oator  Tillman.  You  do  not  object  to  this  other  proposition, 

ise  you  are  on  the  same  basis;  you  are  in  the  market  to  dock  ships 

repair  them  f 

.  Dtkman.  We  are  very  g^ad  indeed  to  see  them  built.    There  is 

tjection  to  that,  and  we  will  meet  them  in  competition. 

.  Payson.  And  all  we  ask  is  a  fair  field  as  to  others. 

.  Dykman.  That  is  all  we  want. 


STAXBKEHT  OF  WALLMIR  DOWSEY. 

lator  Pbseins.  What  is  your  official  position  I 
.  DowNBT.  President  of  the  International  Dry  Doek  and  Con- 
tion  Company;  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Townsend  &  Downey, 
rrights. 

lator  Pbbkinb.  Of  New  Yorkf 

.  Downey.  Mr.  Dykman  kindly  gave  you  to  understand  that  I 
m  adventurer. 

.  Dykman.  I  did  net  mean  to  imply  that  you  were  an  adventure 
is  business. 

.  l^oWREPSt^  I  was  going  to  refer  you  to  Bradstreet  and  to  the  ship- 
fraternity  in  New  York.  I  have  been  in  the  business  since  I  was 
ars  old;  my  partner  has  been  in  it  for  the  last  thirty  years. 
.  Dykman.  I  referred  to  the  Int^national  Dry  Dock  and  Construe- 
Oompaeyi  as  being:  an- adventurer  into  the  business;  not  to  you, 
)owney. 

.  DowNBY.  I  came  here  in  November  and  made  a  call  on  the  Sec- 
y  of  the  Navy,  and  talked  over  the  dry*dock  question  with  him. 
iw  the  position  that  the  United  States  Government  was  in  in  regard 
rdoeks.  A  short  time  before  that  we  sent  the  Indiana  down  to  Hali- 
^ova  Sootiik  to  dock  her.  I  had  confidence  enough  in  the  good 
sentof  the  Seeretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Assistant  Secretary  and 
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Senator  Chandler.  The  fact  is  well  known  that  the  Port  Boyal 
needs  preparation. 

Senator  Tillman.  It  needs  $10,000  worth  of  preparation. 

Senator  Ghandlbb.  And  that  the  Kew  York  dock  was  then  le 
and  undergoing  repair. 

Mr.  Downey.  Yes,  sir,  and  is  also  at  the  present  time.  Mr.l 
velt  said  here  the  other  day  that  a  commander  of  one  of  oar 
informed  him  that  he  would  rather  take  his  ship  into  battle  and  ta 
chances  of  bringing  her  out  safely  than  he  would  take  her  to  th 
Boyal  dock  and  dock  her  in  ordinary  tide  and  get  her  out  salely. 

Senator  Tillman.  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  a  very  able  and  bright  dm 
Mr.  Dashiell  is  a  man  whose  familiarity  with  the  details  of  dockii 
construction  is  great.  In  other  words,  he  is  a  mechanic,  so  to 
while  the  other  man  is  a  boss.  When  you  come  down  to  a  ques 
detail  such  as  this,  those  of  us  who  are  a  judge  of  practical  afiiu 
judge  for  ourselves. 

Senator  Ohandleb.  It  was  mere  rhetoric,  like  some  of  us  are 
habit  of  using,  when  he  stfid  he  would  rather  take  her  into  battl 
dock  her  at  Port  Royal. 

Senator  Tillman.  Of  course,  we  all  know  it  was  purely  rhetoi 

Mr.  Downey.  That  was  not  Mr.  Roosevelt's  statement.  He  si 
commander  of  the  ship  told  him  that.  At  any  rate  the  fact  r 
that  they  sent  the  ship  Indi(ma  away  and  did  not  dock  ber  a 
Royal.  There  was  some  good  reason  for  it.  The  only  other  i 
addition  to  the  ones  in  existence  at  that. time  was  the  new  dock 
Brooklyn  Navy- Yard,  for  it  was  completed  some  months  befor 
and  it  had  proved  a  failure.  It  is  a  failure  up  until  to-day.  Peopl 
out  any  prejudice  and  people  who  know  the  situation  have  got 
grave  doubt  as  to  the  durability  of  that  dock  after  the  repairs 
completed  and  after  the  cofferdam  is  removed. 

Senator  Tillman.  Are  you  at  all  familiar  with  the  conditioni 
ing  at  the  Brooklyn  dock! 

Mr.  Downey.  Yes,  sir. 
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or  Tillman.  Yoa  have  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  Brooklyn 
1  ever  be  made  safe  f 

owNET.  I  have.    It  may  dock  one  ship;  it  may  dock  two;  it 
ik  a  dozen;  but  that  dock,  in  my  opinion,  will  never  be  a  per- 
safe  dock. 

or  Pebkins.  I  only  want  to  say,  if  you  please,  that  Mr.  Dyk- 
0  represents  the  largest  docking  company  in  the  United  States, 
ifferently. 

or  Ohandleb.  I  understand  that  the  dock  is  now  rex>orted  as 
and  fit  to  take  ships  into  it. 

OWNET.  I  am  not  antagonizing  the  report.  I  simply  give  you 
>nal  opinion. 

)r  Ghandlee.  You  give  more  than  that.  The  actual  state  of 
k  to- day  is  one  of  complete  repair  and  fitness  for  the  admission 

3^¥NET.  It  is  simply,  in  my  opinion,  in  a  state  of  uncertainty. 
)T  Chandler.  You  think  it  will  continue  to  leak,  but  it  does 
is  minute  leak,  as  I  understand  it.    Do  you  understand  to  the 
? 

>WNET.  The  latest  report  is  that  it  does  not  leak. 
ir  Tillman.  They  have  not  taken  the  cofferdam  outf 
)WN£Y.  The  cofferdam  is  still  in. 

»r  Tillman.  The  cofferdam  is  keeping  it  from  leaking,  and  not 
itself. 

3WNBY.  I  wiU  state  the  reason  for  my  proposition  to  the  Gov- 
Looking  ovier  the  position  of  all  the  docks  it  did  not  appear 
lat  there  was  any  immediate  prospect  of  any  dry  dock  being 
.  fit  to  take  the  heavy  battle  ships  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
Bcurred  to  rae  that  it  was  possible  to  do  it  safely  in  a  dock  of 
,  I  had  already  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  tbe  bet- 
)f  a  dock  for  all  purposes.  I  came  in  perfect  good  faith  to  the 
Y  of  the  Navy  and  made  a  proposition  to  him. 
isidered  it  very  favorably,  and  told  me,  as  this  gentleman  (Mr. 
says  he  told  him,  that  the  proposition  struck  him  as  being  a 
).  He  said,  ^<  I  am  so  favorably  impressed  with  it  that  I  will 
ate  your  proposition,  or  the  senseof  it,  in  my  report  to  Congress,'' 
)  did.  After  he  had  done  that,  to  bring  it  before  you  gentle- 
course  an  amendment  had  to  be  introduced  in  the  Senate.  I 
;he  amendment.  It  says  substantially  what  we  propose  to  do 
t  we  will  do  with  the  exception  that  it  does  not  fix  the  sum  of 
That  is  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
whoever  has  the  authority  to  make  the  contract  for  the  Gov- 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  authorized  at  his  discretion  to 
o  a  contract  for  the  docking  of  vessels  of  the  Navy  for  a  i)enod 
y  years  ♦  ♦  ♦  Frovided,  That  such  dock  shall  afford  all 
ties  needed." 

tract  made  under  this  amendment  would  mean  that  we  would 
ed  to  furnish  all  facilities  needed  that  the  Secretary  or  the 
charge  of  the  Department  would  consider  necessary,  whether 
oper  dock,  whether  it  has  a  proper  draft  of  water,  whether  it 
>er  tools,  whether  he  would  prefer  to  bring  his  own  men  there 
he  repairs,  or  whether  he  would  prefer  some  other  company  to 
It  reads  ^^all  the  facilities;"  it  is  made  as  broad  as  possible. 
provided  further^  That  such  docking  service  shall  be  rendered 
el  floating  dry  dock  of  a  design  and  pattern  known  as  the 
d  Stanfield  model,  to  be  located  in  the  harbor  of  New  York." 


i'^d 


leasoQ  wuy  luac  particular  provisioa  i»  lu  liuere  is  sinipiy  oec] 
know  that  that  kind  of  a  dock  is  all  right.  I  am  so  satisfied  of  : 
we  are  ready  to  go  ahead  aud  spend  the  money,  providing  the  Qt 
ment  will  say  they  want  to  nse  it. 

Senator  Pebkins.  Pardon  me  a  moment,  bat  I  should  like  tc 
you  address  yourself  to  the  point  I  will  state.  If  the  commits 
disposed  to  favorably  consider  the  amendment  and  recommei 
adoption  are  you  willing  that  the  committee  shall  amend  the  a 
ment  by  omitting  the  words  ^^  Clark  aud  Stanfield"  and  call  it  \ 
docking  dock,  or  a  pontoon  dock,  or  snch  a  one  as  may  be  desig 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^ 

Mr.  Downey.  Perfectly  willing;  and  while  I  would  allow  that 
stricken  right  out  I  would  still  stand  by  this  particular  form  of  a 

Senator  Perkins.  You  would  be  willing  to  accept  an  amendm 
the  amendment  so  as  to  read  such  a  dock  ^^  under  plans  and  spe 
tions  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  t'' 

Mr.  Downey.  No,  sir;  I  would  not  enter  into  a  contract  to  spei 
money  to  build  a  dock  under  specifications  adopted  by  the  Secret 
the  Navy  or  anyone  else  unless  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  those 
fications  would  finally  produce  a  dock  that  was  as  good  as  this  oi 

Senator  Perkins.  You  heard  the  testimony  of  Captain  Da 
today.    He  seemed  to  be  very  partial  to  this  class  of  a  dock. 

Mr.  Downey.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Perkins.  Pardon  me  for  having  interrupted  yoo. 

Mr.  Downey.  Certainly.  I  think  that  if  a  subsidy  or  an  encoi 
ment  by  the  Government  of  a  private  dock  was  considered,  and  J 
left  open  to  admit  of  a  dozen  or  two  dozen  difi'ereut  types  and  pa 
of  docks,  it  would  simply  lead  to  the  trouble  of  an  exi)erimeuti 

Senator  Perkins.  That  plan  has  been  pursued  by  the  Goven 
in  the  construction  of  our  war  cruisers,  gunboats,  torpedo  boat 
batile  ships,  as  you  know.  We  paid  England  for  one  set  of  pla 
the  Texas  J  which  have  not  been  near  as  satisfaetory  as  those  des 
by  our  own  constructors. 

Mr.  Do  WNE  Y.  But  the  Government  paid  all  the  bills,  both  in  bu 
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1168  who  have  au  option  on  that  patent  in  the  United  States,  so  that 
on  alone  could  bnild  snch  a  dockf 

Mr.  Downey.  Ko,  I  do  not  think  we  are. 

Mr.  Glabk.  Ko.    I  can  answer  that  question;    Not  at  all  aii  option^ 

Mr.  DowNBY.  Simply  permission. 

Senator  Tillman.  Simply  permission ;  but  could  other  builders  have 
le  same  chance  to  use  this  model  in  the  event  that  it  is  decided  by  the 
avy  Department  to  be  the  best  existtng*  dockf 

Mr.  Clark.  We  have  simply  done  with  Mr.  Downey  what  we  have 
one  with  your  Department;  we  are  prepared  to  provide  working  draw- 
igH  for  a  certain  sum. 

Senator  Chandler.  It  seems  to  me  ttie  International  Dry  Dock  and 
Construction  Company  have  only  made  proposals  as  they  should  have 
lade  them  under  the  circumstietnces.  Mr.  Dashiell  recommended  to 
ie  board  that  the  working  drawings  should'  be  obtained  A^m  Messrs; 
ilark  &  Stan  field  if  a  dock  of  this  kind  were  to  be  built.  The  whole 
oard  recommended  to  the  Secretary  as  follows: 

'^  For  docks  of  this  class  the  board  recommends  the  design  of  Messrsw 
Slark  &  Stanfield,  fully  described  and  set  forth  in  Appendix  A." 

Then  the  SeiTctary  says  in  his  rei)ort: 

"The  company  proposes  to  construct  and  maintain  a^  steel  floating 
iry  dock  of  the  pattern  recommended  by  the  board.'' 

So  the  company  have  simply  adopted  the  previous  jKilicy  of  ttie 
department. 

Mr.  Downey.  Before  that  report  came  out,  before  I  knew  that  Mr. 
Dashiell  went  across  to  look  at  the  dock,  I  had  adopted  it  as  being  the 
me,  if  I  ever  had  a  dry  dock.  After  the  report  cameout  of  course  I 
i^reed  with  that  perfectly,  and  so  made  the  proposition  in  accordance 
nrith  the  report  and  with  my  own  ideas. 

On  the  type  or  kind  of  this  dock,  as  to  whether  it  will  do  the  woiHk 
IT  not,  I  will  not  say  anything  further.  That  has  been  pretty  thor- 
Jtighly  gone  into.  If  there  have  been  any  doubts,  and  they  are  not 
settled  now^  I  do  not  think  anything  I  could  say  would  settle  them; 
Die  only  thing  I  would  say  in  regaM  to  that  is  that  if  there  is  any 
loabt  about  its  doing  the  work  under  our  proi)osition,  we  spend  every 
loUar  for  the  dock,  we  demonstrate  ftilly  and  fairly  t^at  the  dock  will 
Id  the  work,  or  we  will  never  be  entitled  to  a  dollar.  If  the  contract 
ras  made  under  the  provisions  of  this  amendment  we  would  have  abso- 
utely  to  deliver  service  and  continue  to  deliver  service  year  by  year, 
mmediately  that  we  did  not  the  contract  would  cease;  it  would  be 
mil  and  void,  and  we  wonld  be  the  losers.  So  we  are  taking  all  the 
chances  as  to  the  type  and  kind  of  dock. 

The  sum  of  $90,000  is  mentioned  in  the  amendment,  but  the  item 
Iocs  not  fix  the  sum.  It  specifies  particularly  that  it  is  not  to  exceed 
hat  amount.  The  amount  of  money  limits  the  Department  in  the  sum 
hat  they  could  pay.  If  they  enter  into  this  contract  they  could  not 
lay  any  more  than  that,  but  it  does  not  limit  the  Department  as  to  how 
ittle  they  might  offer  if  the  amendment  shall  be  adopted.  It  is  at  the 
[iseretion  of  the  Department  all  the  time,  but  $90,000  limits  the 
)epartment  so  that  they  could  not  pay  more  than  that  if  they  wanted 
Ddo  so. 

Senator  Tillman.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  drew  the 
mendmentf 

Mr.  Downey.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Tillman.  Upon  what  basis  did  you  calculate*  when  you  put 
i  $90,000  as  the  maximum! 
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ik^Xy  V  »»    VAV#« 


<^i 


Mr.  DowKET.  It  is  no  use  to  assert  now  what  you  woi 
have  not  any  dock  that  will  dock  the  Indiana^  or  anyw 
This  proposition  was  made  with  the  ideaof  dockiug  battle 
that  the  United  States  docks  can  not  dock;  that  it  could 
the  time  and  can  not  dock  for  two  or  three  years  to  con 
Brooklyn  dock  is  a  success. 

Mr.  Dykman.  We  have  docks  that  cost  a  million  and  a 
and  we  will  give  any  of  those  docks,  I  do  not  but 

for  »90,000  a  year.    We  will  build  and  give  to  the  United 
day  in  the  year  one  of  our  docks  for  $90,000.    I  should  no 
rupted  you  if  you  had  not  made  a  miss  atemeut.    As  to 
there  is  no  docking  company  on  the  Atlantic  coast  gettinfi 
for  any  of  its  docks. 

Mr.  Downey.  As  to  the  capacity  of  this  dock,  the  2 
shix)  of  her  class,  is  10,000  tons.  The  dock  rates  at  New 
fixed  by  the  company  that  Mr.  Dykman  represents  are 
ton  for  every  day  except  holidays  and  Sundays  on  the  re| 
nage  of  the  ship.  The  Indiana  is  10,288  tons;  I  will  put  i 
10,000  tons.  The  dockage  on  that  ship  per  day,  if  Mr.  D^ 
dock  her  now,  would  be  $1,600  for  each  day.'  I  think  he  ^ 
say  that.  It  would  be  $1,600  for  each  day  on  the  basis 
rates  fixed  now  in  New  York. 

Senator  Perkins.  That  is  on  the  gross  tonnage? 

Mr.  Downey.  No,  I  am  speaking  of  the  Indiana.  I 
10,000  tons.  She  has  288  tons  over  that;  but  take  her  at 
her  dockage  at  the  present  dock  rates  in  New  York  won 
per  day  for  every  day  except  Sunday  or  a  holiday.  For  1< 
service  as  that,  if  itfr.  Dykman  could  render  it,  would  cost  ^ 
So  you  see,  if  T  was  standing  right  fairly  upon  this  $90,( 
actually  did  deliver  100  days  of  service  to  the  10,000-ton  i 
make  very  little  more  than  50  per  cent  of  what  Mr.  Dykma 
would  charge  you  if  they  docked  the  ships  now. 

This  proposition  of  mine  has  brought  out  propositions  in 
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ator  Ohandlbb.  Does  your  proposition  oontemplate  that  the 
done  on  the  vessel  after  she  gets  into  the  dock  shall  be  done  by 
nited  States! 

.  Downey.  It  shall  be  done  by  the  United  States  Governments 
Jnited  States  Grovenunent.is  at  the  ezx)ense  of  maintaining  navy- 

i. 

aator  Ohandleb.  All  yon  do  is  to  give  the  ase  of  the  dock! 

^  Downey.  The  nse  of  the  dock. 

nator  Chandler.  What  do  yon  estimate  the  additional  cost  of 

plant  necessary,  besides  the  dock,  to  do  the  work  of  repairs  upon 

»hipf 

r.  Downey.  The  Government  woold  have  nothing  to  do,  as  we 
Id  pat  that  down  ourselves.  You  do  not  mean  that  the  Govern- 
t  would  have  any  plant  there! 

nator  Ohandleb.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  the  plant,  whether 
longed  to  the  Governmeut  or  to  you,  that  after  the  ship  was  iu  the 
,  which  is  all  you  give  under  the  proposal,  would  be  sufficient  to 
^y  repairs  that  would  have  to  be  made  upon  a  Government  vessel! 
*.  Downey.  In  the  neighborhood  of  $200,000  would  be  the  cost  for 
)per  repair  plant. 

\  Dykman.  I  should  like  to  ask  how  the  Government  could  do 
Impairs  without  the  very  large  tools  it  has  to  have  with  which  to 
^  Impairs  on  ships. 

'•  Payson.  The  $200,000  covers  that. 

•  DtKMAN.  That  is  his  statement,  but  this  is  my  question.    The 
^riiment  ship  is  in  Mr.  Downey's  dock  3  miles  away  from  the  navy- 
How  can  the  Government  transport  its  crane  and  its  huge  tools 
8s»iy  to  make  repairs! 

r.  Downey.  Everything  is  at  this  dry  dock  that  is  necessary  for 
"*^g  the  Government  may  want  to  do. 

uator  Febkins.  Trip  hammers,  lathes,  and  lifting  machines  would 
'  *o  be  there. 

r.  Downey.  They  would  be  on  a  float  if  done  at  the  navy-yard. 
^*  ^Ayson.  I  wish  to  make  a  single  inquiry  in  regard  to  a  matter 
*^r  engineers  regard  as  very  serious.     How  much  wat^r  will  this 
^draw  before  you  commence  to  lift  a  vessel  t    Will  it  draw  more 
»«>fcet? 

^'  1>0WNEY.  Forty-two  feet. 

[•  Payson.  Where  is  there  anything  by  which  you  can  get  the 
j*^'  ship  mto  42  feet  of  water  f 
^-  l^owNBY.  There  are  places  in  New  York  that  I  would  have  pro- 

^  to  receive  that  dock.    I  would  have  them  prepared  in  three 

Qths. 

^'  Payson.  There  are  none  of  them  now. 

|r»  Downey.  That  is  a  problem  of  ours  that  we  will  have  to  solve. 

fr*  Payson.  But  I  am  asking  as  to  the  fact.    Our  people  say  50  to 

l^t  will  be  required  to  operate  that  dock  before  it  can  go  to  work. 

T.Downey.  That  is  an  exaggeration;  41  or  42  feet.    There  are 

ty  of  places  in  New  York  where  there  are  35  feet  of  water. 

inator  Ohandlbs.  I  should  like  to  nave  Mr.  Downey  finish  his 

)ment. 

*.  Downey.  I  was  dealing  with  the  cost  of  the  dock  to  the  Gk>vem- 

.    Ninety  thousand  dollars  is  fixed  in  the  amendment.    Even  if 

mendment  were  passed  and  the  law  made  under  it,  the  Secretary 

B  Navy  has  the  making  of  the  contract.    He  might,  if  he  saw  &L 

[id  not  think  the  dock  was  at  all  necessaiy,  simply  say  to  me,  ^^l 
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will  ^ve  yon  $6,000  fbr  200  days^  use  of  your  dock.^  I  would  not  take  it, 
and  that  would  end  the  whole  thing;  It  will  remain  absolutely  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  the  officers  in  charge.  It  is  to  be  done 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  He  shall  be  given  dis- 
cretion to  fhmish  dockage  if  he  thinks  it  is  required. 

There  is  no  catch,  there  is  no  trickery,  there  is  nothing  about  it  at 
all.  It  is  simply  a  plain^  flat-footed  business  proposition  to  supply  so 
much  of  a  necessity  for  an  amount  to  be  fixed  between  the  oonti-actor 
and  the  man  who  wants  the  service.  There  is  nothing  underhanded  or 
strange  about  it,  and  it  remains  right  with  l^e  Seor^»ry  of  t^e  Navy 
whether  it  shall  ever  be  put  into  force  or  not.  If  he  can  not  get  satis- 
factory terms  he  need  never  draw  a  pen  ov«r  it.  Under  the  provi»ious 
of  this  amendment  after  we  did  enter  into  a  contract  at  any  time  if  for 
any  reason  the  service  should  cease  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Navy 
Department  the  contract  would  be  null  and  void  at  once.  It  must 
provide  facilities  and  always  provide  them. 

As  to  whether  it  is  a  good  thing  for  the  Ghovernment  to  maintain  diy 
docks,  I  sa3^  it  is  a  fact  that  the  English  Government  pays  t^e  Hahfu 
Docking  Company  $30;000  a  year  for  the  dock  at  HalitlEtx  that  t^e 
Indiana  was  in.  That  dock  never  would  have  existed  at  Halifax,  prob- 
ably; it  would  not  have  existed  now,  any  way,  if  the  Government  had 
not  given  them  that  subsidy.  It  gave  them^  a  bonus,  and  they  estab- 
lished a  splendid  dock  and  have  it  there.  If  the  Bn^ish  Government 
wants  it  at  any  time  it  has  it.  Therates  there  are  20  cents  a  ton  for 
the  first  day  for  hauling  a  ship.  The  lay  days  are  12^  oeuts  a*ton.  So 
at  those  rates  in  docking  one  or  two  heavy  ships  tiie  rates  would  come 
higher  than  this  $90^000.  If  we  stood  right  on  that  for  a  hundred  days- 
service  it  would  run  away  beyond  it.  The  English  Gk>vemraent  also 
subsidizes  several  other  docks.  I  have  that  information  from  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Canadian  Parliament.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  about  its 
accuracy.  We  propose  in  connection  with  this  dock,  if  It  ever  is  estab- 
lished under  this  amendment,  that  all  the  expenses,  all  the  risks,  all  of 
the  repairs,  every  outlay  shall'  be  borne  by  us,  and  the  Government 
shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  We  shall  ihmish  all  the  labor  to  dock 
the  ships  and  to  undock  them. 

Practically  we  would  have  to  be^  an  insurance  company  while  the 
ship  was  in  the  dock.  That  is  a  feature  that  is  not  embodied  in  a  Gov- 
ernment dock  now.  A  ship  comes  in  and  an  accident  happens  to  ber 
through  any  carelessness.  The  Government,  if  it  is  a  Gkyvernmeot 
dock,  pays  tor  her.  The  dry  dock  in  New  York  to-day  is  praetieallf 
an  insurance  company  for  a  ship  erery  time  they  put  her  in  the  dock,  j 
Any  accident  that  occurs  there  the  doek  company  wonld  be  liable  for* 
That  is  one  of  the  things  we  have  to  take  into  consideration.  The 
docking  is  practically  the  insurance  of  the  ship«  In  shorty  it  is  just  as 
if  I  went  to  Senator  Perkins  or  any  other  shipowner  who  needed  this 
servic<'»  and  I  o£fer  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  you  to  furnish  what 
you  require  at  a  price  to  suit  you,  aud  we  have  got  to  continne  to  fiur- 
nish  the  service  or  we  do  not  get  any  money. 

Mr.  Dykman  has  made  the  statement  here  that  I  have  not  got  any 
plant,  that  I  have  not  got  any  doclB9)  and  never  had  any  docks^  1  waut 
to  say  most  emphatically  that  he  is  wrong  at  least,  if  he  did  not  intend 
it  to  be  anything  worse  than  that. 

Mr.  Dtkman.  The  International  Dry  Doek  and  GonstmotioD  Com 
pany 

Mr.  Downey.  Excuse  me.  You  have  interrupted  me  while  I  letyoa 
SftMk  and  say  all  these  things  about  me,  and  I  never  interfered  with 


f- 
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tm  at  alL  I  simply  want  to  straigliten  out  tbe  matter,  if  you  will 
Hew  me.  I  have  been  employed  iu  the  business  of  handling  ships  and 
oing  work  on  ships  since  I  was  large  enough  to  do  anything.  I  have 
.  petition,  and  it  is,  I  suppose,  before  this  committee,  si^n^  by  fully 
i5  per  cent  of  all  the  heaviest  shii>owners  and  imx>orters  m  New  York, 
ndorsing  in  full  the  proposals  of  this  proposition  and  the  proposition 
taelfyand  certifying  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  these  facilities  do  not  exist 
It  New  York;  ti^at  New  York  is  behind  the  age  entirely  in  that  regard, 
md  that  they  have  every  confideniie  that  the  Government  would  get 
^ood  service.  Those  merchants  know  what  this  service  is  worth, 
>ecause  they  are  paying  the  bills.  They  were  all  very  particular,  before 
^hey  signed  that  petition,  to  go  into  the  sum  of  money  and  the  service 
proposed  to  be  rendered,  how  it  was  to  be  done,  and  all  that  kind  of 
;hing;  and  they  are  satisfied,  as  I  say  to  you,  gentlemen,  and  they  fully 
udorse  it. 

The  business  people  represented  on  that  petition  are  the  best  in  New 
ITork.  They  would  hardly  lend  themselves  to  any  adventurer's  scheme 
>r  anything  that  was  wrong,  because  they  have  got  no  interest  in  doing 
t.  They  simply  tell  the  Government  that  they  think  it  is  all  right ;  that 
;hey  know  it  is  all  right,  as  far  as  the  capability  of  doing  the  thing  and 
jhe  prospects  of  doing  it  are  concerned.  I  rest  upon  that.  Before  Sen- 
itor  lUatt  would  have  an3rthing  to  do  with  my  proposition  and  bring  it 
before  you  gentlemen  I  had  to  assure  him  beyond  the  peradventure  of 
I  doubt  that  if  this  proposition  was  entertained  seriously  it  would  not 
9e  a  fizzle  through  no  money  being  provided  to  furnish  the  plant,  but 
'he  money  had  to  be  ready,  providing  the  Government  took  hold  of  it, 
io  that  it  would  not  be  turned  over  and  time  lost. 

If  the  Government  enters  into  that  contract  it  will  get  the  service  it 
[leeds.  It  will  get  it  at  a  reasonable  figure,  and  it  will  get  it  in  over 
Ifty  per  cent  lees  tim^  than  it  could  get  it  through  any  proposition 
^bat  has  been  made  here  or  from  anything  that  has  been  said  here. 
Nothing  has  been  said  here  that  promises  directly  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment the  service  that  is  needed  so  badly.  Everything  is  on  conditions. 
[)ne  naan  says,  ^^I  will  build  you  a  dock  if  you  will  promise  me  that  no 
ship  shall  go  into  it  that  I  can  not  dock  somewhere  else."  Another 
nan  says,  '^  I  will  build  you  a  dock  if  you  do  not  bring  any  of  your 
men  into  my  yard  and  do  not  interfere  with  my  business  in  any  way." 
Be  will  dictate  all  the  things  to  be  done  in  that  way.  The  Government 
is  maintaining  thenavy-yards.  It  is  maintaining  men  in  Brooklyn  and 
in  several  other  navy-yards,  and  whether  those  men  do  every  day 
exactly  the  worth  of  money  they  get  they  must  be  there  and  they  must 
t>e  kept  there.  I  claim  that  I  should  simply  furnish  the  tools  and  let 
bhem  do  the  work. 

Senator  Tillmah.  I  am  oompelled  to  leave.  It  is  now  seven  minutes 
ifter  1  o^clock.  We  have  given  these  gentlemen  seven  minutes  beyond 
the  time  stipulated. 

Senator  Perkins.  Is  there  any  other  particular  statement  that  you 
insh  to  makef 

Mr.  DowmcT.  I  should  just  like  to  ask  that  I  be  given  the  privilege 
)f  submitting  a  lettor  to  the  committee. 

Senator  Pbbkins.  There  will  be  no  objection  to  that 

Senator  Tuamar.  Certainly;  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  DowNBT.  I  wish  to  submit  a  lettor  explaining  just  exactly  what 
^hese  provisions  mean. 

Senator  Pebkjsns.  If  you  will  be  kind  ^lough  to  do  that,  it  will  be 
onbodied  in  the  report. 
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Mr.  Downey.  I  thank  you  very  much,  gentlemen. 

Senator  Perkins.  The  same  privilege  will  be  accorded  to  others,  if 
they  desire  it. 

Mr.  D  YKMAN.  I  have  some  memoranda  which  I  should  like  to  submit 

Senator  Perkins.  Of  course,  the  committee  desire  to  get  all  the  fectd 
before  them  in  order  to  act  intelligently  upon  the  question. 

Senator  Butler.  There  is  juat  one  question  I  should  like  to  ask  Mr. 
Downey.  Your  company  propose  now,  as  I  understand  it,  to  put  up  a 
machine  shop  and  have  tools  and  everything  ready  for  this  dock! 

Mr.  Downey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BuTLEB.  Does  this  $90,000  cover  the  use  of  those  tools! 

Mr.  Downey,  It  covers  the  use  of  the  dock  and  plant.  The  Gov- 
ernment simply  brings  its  own  labor  and  furnishes  its  own  material 

Senator  Butleb.  But  you  furnish  all  the  tools f 

Mr.  Downey.  We  ftirnish  the  tools  and  the  dock.  Any  lathes  or 
hea%^  things  they  want  to  handle  for  repairs  would  always  be  on  that 
dock. 

Mr.  D YKMAN.  That  is  not  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Payson.  Ifot  at  all. 

Mr.  Downey.  If  these  gentlemen  will  try  to  read  the  amendment 
intelligently  (but  they  do  not  want  to  do  that),  they  will  see  that  the 
contract  would  have  to  be  absolutely  satisfactory  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy, 

Senator  Perkins.  I  think  it  would  be  of  more  interest  to  vou,  Mr. 
Downey,  perhaps,  to  have  the  committee  treat  the  subject  in  the  way 
you  want  them  to  consider  it  rather  than  to  have  your  opponents  pre- 
sent it. 

Mr.  Downey.  They  are  trying  to  influence  you  to  believe  that  there 
are  all  sorts  of  tricks  in  this  ])roposition. 

Senator  Perkins.  We  ha\  e  on  this  committee  Mr.  Chandler,  ex- 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Senator  Tillman,  Senator  Butler,  and  many 
others.  The  committoe  are  competent  to  deal  with  the  question,  and 
they  will  deal  fairly  with  it. 

Senator  Butler.  The  purpose  of  my  question  was  not  to  bring  ont 
any  particular  point,  but  in  order  to  know  specifically  what  is  covcreJ 
by  the  proposition.  We  have  your  statement  here,  and  you  will  put  it 
in  your  letter,  that  you  will  furnish  the  tools. 

Mr.  Downey.  Yes;  the  tools. 

Senator  Perkins.  That  is  an  ambiguous  term.  A  small  lathe  to 
handle  a  shaft  that  weighs  a  ton  does  not  cost  very  much.  A  propeller 
to  turn  a  plate  machine  is  a  very  different  proposition. 

Senator  Butler.  He  is  to  Ornish  everything  necessary  to  do  the 
work,  I  understand? 

Mr.  Downey,  I  want  just  to  call  attention  to  the  fifth  line  of  the 
amendment :  ^^That  said  company  shall  furnish  all  the  facilities  needed." 
If  that  is  not  explicit,  I  meant  it  to  cover  everything. 

Senator  Tillman.  That  is  not  explicit  at  all.  It  merely  means  that 
the  dock  shall  afford  the  facilities  for  anything  in  the  shape  of  repairing. 

Mr.  Downey.  No,  sir.  If  I  had  been  a  lawyer,  when  I  drew  the 
amendment  probably  it  would  have  been  drawn  very  much  better;  bnt 
the  contract  would  be  drawn,  I  presume,  by  lawyers  able  to  do  it  and 
able  to  protect  the  Government,  if  ever  such  a  contract  is  entered  intO) 
so  I  have  not  wasted  any  sleep  over  that  part  of  the  proposition.  The 
Government  will  be  able  to  look  to  their  own  intereste,  I  think.  I  am 
not  a  lawyer,  and  I  am  not  smart  enough  to  trick  them  or  do  that  in 
any  way,  if  I  wanted. 
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^tor  BuTLEE.  This  is  to  be  a  floating  dock! 

D<>WNEY.  Yes,  sir. 

ttor  Butler.  If  we  should  want  to  take  it  down  to  Hampton 

or  up  to  JSTew  Hampshire,  would  your  vessel  with  tools  go  along 

9 
I 

Downey,  No,  sir.    That  has  simply  been  tohl  you  by  Mr,  Clark. 
:  no  such  thing  as  a  floating  workshop  exists  in  the  world.    Is 
inch  a  floating  workshop,  Mr,  Clark! 
Olabk.  No;  not  for  private  work. 


STATEMENT  OF  F&AHK  B.  KIHO. 

King.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  very  little  to  say.    I  said  I  would 

'  five  minutes.    I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  occupy  more 

ne. 

\,toT  Perkins.  You  are  a  civil  engineer! 

King.  I  am  a  mechanical  engineer.    What  I  had  to  say  divided 

nto  the  commercial  side  of  this  matter  and  the  mechanical  side. 

'kman  has  said  everything  I  could  say  on  the  comm^cial  side, 

^h  I  had  thought  out  quite  a  little  in  that  direction,  and  he 

so  admirably  that  it  does  not  seem  worth  while  to  add  a  sin- 
rd,  except  to  say  that  I  think  if  this  amendment  should  become 
t  would  work  a  commercial  outrage  in  this  country.  An  outrage 
is  an  outrage  of  all.  I  think  it  would  be  an  abominable  prece^ 
)  set,  and  the  result  of  it  might  be  very  far-reaching.  It  might 
»  many  other  contracts  of  the  same  sort  being  made  without  a 
chance  for  the  people  interested  to  comv)ete. 
lieve  Mr.  Dykman  pointed  out  the  tremendous  disproportion 
n  the  cost  of  this  dock  and  the  possible  repair  plant  that  it 
be  necessary  to  operate  in  conjunction  with  it,  and  he  stated 
le  amount  at  which  this  company  proposes  to  capitalize  is 
000.  When  Mr.  Clark  was  giving  his  testimony  I  elicited  from 
e  fact  that  the  dock  in  Stettin  cost  only  £91,(H)0,  and  yet  it  is  a 
f  13,000  tons  total  lifting  capacity.  That,  of  course,  is  in  the 
orhood  of  $450,000.  Now,  we  can  readily  see  that  they  are  asking 
ent  interest  on  that  sum  of  money. 

OowNET.  That  is  time  wasted.    Excuse  me,  Mr.  Chairman.    Mr. 
3  talking  still  of  the  fixed  $90,000.    That  does'  not  enter  into  it 

He  is  only  wasting  time. 
Bling.  Why  was  $90,000  ever  mentioned  iu  the  amendment! 
Downey.  I  explained  why.    It  was  to  come  to  something  defi- 
rf  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  under  that  contra<t  cliose  to  give 
000,  that  is  all  1  would  receive.    It  is  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
not  with  me. 

King.  It  was  further  mentioned  in  a  letter  I  have  seen  (1  have 
opy  with  me)  that  they  expected  the  annual  repairs  on  this  dock 

them  $45,000. 

Downey.  We  never  made  any  such  statement. 
King.  It  is  in  the  letter. 
DowKEY.  I  beg  pardon,  it  is  not.    I  wrote  that  letter.    It  is  not 

The  gentleman  is  only  wasting  his  time. 
[^ING.  Is  there  any  statement  as  to  the  amount  for  repairs! 
Downey.  Yes,  sir. 

S^iNG.  Is  there  a  copy  of  that  letter  on  this  table! 
Downey.  I  have  it  here. 
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Mr.  Dykman.  '^Operating  and  repairs." 

Mr.  King.  Then  I  withdraw  that.  As  I  said  I  have  not  the  benc^ 
of  a  copy  of  the  letter  in  my  possession.  I  read  it  only  once.  So  I  am 
not  disposed  to  pnt  yon  in  any  nnfjair  light  in  that  regard.  But  I  thiok 
I  have  shown  that  the  capitalization  is  altogetiier  an  unnecessary  one 
and  that 

Mr.  Downey.  That  is  a  matter  of  our  own  entirely.  It  does  not 
make  any  difference  to  the  Gtovernment  whether  it  is  $5,000  or  $5UO,000; 
the  Governineitt  would  pay  just  so  many  dollars  for  so  much  service, 

Senator  Perkins.  Mr.  King,  please  make  yonr  statement  and  then 
we  will  weigh  it  with  the  other  statements,  and  if  there  are  any  inoon* 
gruities  or  ambiguities  we  shall  try  to  reconcile  them. 

Mr.  King.  The  commercial  side  of  the  matter  has  been  so  thoronc^bly 
ventilated  by  Mr.  Dykman  that  I  feel  it  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to 
add  anything  more. 

Senator  Butleb.  Does  not  the  amendment  give  you  an  opportonitgr 
to  make  a  contract  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  f  It  does  not  limit 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  any  company? 

Mr.  King.  I  have  not  a  copy  of  the  amendment  before  me. 

Senatoi^BxjTiiEB.  It  is  open.  It  allows  the  Secretary  of  the  ^9ifj 
to  make  a  contract  with  any  company.    It  does  not  limit  the  work. 

Mr.  King.  Then  the  amendment  should  provide  for  advertisemeoti 
and  for  the  fullest  public  notice  of  what  is  going  ou. 

Senator  Butleb.  You  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  a  full  oppor* 
tunity  given  to  all  companies  to  compete f 

Mr.  King.  Yes.  The  only  thing  I  desire  in  this  matter  is  to  pat 
everybody  on  the  same  footing. 

I  was  going  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reference  to  the  mechanical 
details  of  the  dock.  I  have  been  connected  with  marine  enterprises  for 
twenty  odd  years.  I  have  really  done  nothing  else  since  I  cameof  age. 
I  want  to  say  that  I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  desirability  of 
floating  docks  for  the  Government.  When  the  recent  dock  board  was 
organized  I  appeared  before  the  board  and  gave  testimony  to  thateffeet 
I  considered  at  that  time  that  the  Clark  and  Stantield  dock  was  the  best 
illustration  of  a  dock  of  that  sort.  At  the  same  time  I  put  certain 
inquiries  into  efiect  which  resulted  in  bringing  out  the  photofo^aph 
which  has  been  before  yon,  and  I  satisfied  myself  that  there  is  no  essaeo- 
tial  principle  or  combination  of  principles  in  that  dock  that  is  not  the 
property  of  the  American  people. 

I  should  like  fnrther  to  say  that,  thinking  over  it  a  great  deal,  I 
detected  what  I  think  are  mechanical  defects  in  it.  I  do  not  regard 
them  as  exceedingly  serious,  yet  I  think  they  could  be  removed  and  a 
dock  could  be  built  which  would  meet  all  the  requirements;  that  is  to 
say,  it  would  be  what  yon  have  in  the  bill  now  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed dock  at  Algiers.  It  would  be  a  floating  graving  dock,  self-dock- 
ing,  and  yet  do  away,  with  a  feature  which  1  consider  it  very  important 
to  avoid  if  possible.  Mr.  Olark  showed  how  the  dock  is  made  of  five 
pieces. 

He  says,  and  Mr.  Dashiell,  I  think,  testified,  that  by  reducing  tlie 
number  of  pontoons  to  three  in  the  bottom  they  had  accomplished  a 
material  improvement.  Still,  Mr.  Olark  tells  us  that  that  dock  is 
connected  together  by  2,000  pins.  Now,  we  all  know  what  is  thecbar- 
acter  of  those  connections.  The  pins  are  liable  to  be  readily  disooB* 
nected,  knocked  out,  and  if  they  are  knocked  out  your  dock  resolvcA 
itself  into  five  pieces.  This  dock  is  supposed  to  go  to  sea.  It  is  sop- 
posed  to  be  towed  trom  port  to  i>ort,  if  necessary.    It  is  supposed  to 
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[lick  up  vessels,  bat  not  in  very  rough  water.  I  suppose  no  one  would 
ondertake  that.  Still  it  would  be  expected  to  operate,  and  the  officer 
in  charge  of  it  would  be  justified  in  trying  to  pick  up  a  ship  that-  was  in 
a  sinking  condition — that  was  injured. 

1  want  to  say  that  I  consider  that  method  of  connecting  the  dock 
defective,  unless  something  else  can  be  brought  out  better.  It  seems 
tome  it  is  entirely  within  the  ingenuity  of  American  engineers  to  con- 
Btmct  a  dock  that  shall  be  exactly  like  the  old  Portsmouth  dock,  hav- 
ing the  feature  which  I  regard  as  a  very  valuable  one,  the  floating- 
graving  combination,  and  still  be  self-docking  without  resorting  to  this 
method  of  connecting  the  bottom  and  the  sides.  That  is  to  say,  I 
would  build  that  dock  of  the  type  of  our  old  wooden  docks,  practically 
of  one  structure,  and  I  would  accomplish  the  self  docking  operation  in 
other  ways,  either  by  putting  pontoons  in  or  by  S(yne  special  modifica- 
UoD.  I  have  a  good  method  in  my  own  mind  by  which  that  could  be 
accomplished.  I  do  not  set  any  value  upon  it  at  all.  I  am  entirely 
willing  to  place  it  at  the  service  of  the  committee  or  at  the  service  of 
the  Navy  Department. 

I  only  want  to  say  further  that,  with  regard  to  getting  the  service  of 
such  a  dock  as  that,  it  seems  to  me  a  thousand  times  better  that 
the  Government  should  own  the  dock,  take  it  anywhere  it  pleases, 
aud  have  the  use  of  it  all  the  time,  instead  of  threatening  private 
enterprises. 

Senator  Perkins.  I  will  ask  Mr.  Downey  if  any  further  statement 
he  may  wish  to  make  will  be  put  in  the  form  of  a  letter  or  brief,  or  does 
he  desire  that  Mr.  Blackburn  may  be  given  an  opportunity  to  appear 
hefore  the  committee  again  f 

Mr.  Downey.  I  will  submit  a  letter  to  you. 

Senator  Pbbkins.  We  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  attendance, 
and  the  members  of  the  committee,  I  think,  heartily  appreciate  it. 

The  committee  adjourned. 


APPENDIX  A. 

JETinOVS  DT  FAVOB  OF  THE  PBOPOSITIOH  OF  THE  IHTEBHA- 
TIOVAL  DBY  DOCK  AHD  GOHSTBUCTIOH  COMPAHY. 

New  Yobk,  January  27^  1898. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Whereas  the  International  Dry  Dock  and  Construction  Company,  of 
^ew  York,  has  made  a  proposition  to  the  Navy  Department  at  Wash- 
ingtoD,  offering  in  consideration  of  a  fixed  sum  annually,  to  furnish 
^equate  facilities  for  the  dry  docking  of  the  United  States  naval  ves- 
^Is  at  the  port  of  New  York;  aud 

Whereas  an  amendment  to  the  naval  appropriation  bill  will  be  offered 
tlnriog  the  present  session,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  the 
]>arpose  of  obtaining  authority  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  the  said  company  in  accordance  with  said  proposi- 
tion, as  set  forth  in  the  amendment. 

We,  the  undersigned,  knowing  that  the  larger  vessels  of  the  United 
States  Navy  and  naval  reserve  and  mercantile  steamship  fleet  can  not 
be  dry  docked  at  this  port,  fully  indorse  the  above-mentioned  proposi- 
tion, and  respectfully  petition  your  honorable  body  to  grant  to  the  Sec- 

S.  Boc.  91 44 
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New  York  City ;  !N"ew  York  and  Cuba  Mail  Steams 
paiiy,  James  E.  Ward  &  Co.,  New  York  City;  W. 
&  Co.,  by  J.  W.  Grace,  first  vice-president;  Newl 
Pacific  Steamship  Company  Limited,  W.  B,  1 
secretary;  Lewis  Luckenbach,  No.  129  Broad  sir 
York  City,  Ocean  and  Harbor  Transportation; 
Co.,  No.  66  Broad  street,  New  York  City,  ship  ow 
agents;  Barber  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  st 
agents,  New  York  City;  Norton  Line  of  Steamen 
can  African  Line,  American  Indian  Line,  Norton 
agents,  Produce  Exchange,  New  York  City;  Prii 
James  Knott,  managing  director,  H.  P.  S,;  Bicbaj 
ney,  shipping  agent.  No.  Ill  Water  street.  New  Yc 
Bennett,  Walsh  &  Co.,  steamship  agents,  No.  Vt 
way.  New  York  City;  New  York  and  Porto  Bico 
ship  Company,  Miller,  Bull  &  Knowltoo,  agents, 
Pearl  street.  New  York  City;  Simpson,  Sx)ence  & 
steamship  agents.  No.  11  Broadway,  New  Yoi 
Charles  P.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Sumner  Line,  No.  18  Br 
New  York  City;  New  York  and  Haiti  Packet  Li 
&  Co.,  agents,  Produce  Exchange,  New  York  Cit; 
Dearborn,  ship  broker.  No.  22  Beaver  street,  N( 
City;  Hamburg- American  Line,  C.  P.  Oswald, 
manager  freight  department;  Holland- Americs 
W.  H.  Vanden  Toorn,  general  agent;  A.  B.  Out< 
Quebec  Steamship  Company,  Bermuda  and  West 
United  States  Shipping  Company,  Punch,  Edy< 
steamship  agents.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York 
G,  S.  Mcintosh;  Bowring  &  Archibald,  Red  Ck 
No.  18  Broadway,  New  York  City,  by  Greo.  M. 
Tweedie;  The  Tweedie  Trading  Company,  Geo.  M 
Tweedie,  Produce  p]xchange.  New  York;  Old 
Steamboat  Company,  "Fall  liiver  Line,"  by  S. 
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New  York,  January  31j  1898. 
i  Smote  of  the  United  States: 

ereas  the  Intemational  Dry  Dock  and  Oonstruotion  Oompany,  of 
Tork,  has  made  a  proposition  to  the  Navy  Department  at  Wash- 
I,  offering  in  consideration  of  a  fixed  snm  annually  to  furnish 
ate  facilities  for  the  dry  docking  of  the  United  States  naval  ves- 
b  the  port  of  New  York;  and 

ereas,  we,  the  undersigned  business  firms  of  New  York,  actively 
ed  in  the  industry  of  docking  and  repairing  ships,  know  that  the 
it  docking  facilities  are  inadequate  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
*  vessels  of  the  United  States  Navy  and  naval  reserve  and  mer- 
e  steamship  fleet  constantly  patronizing  this  port,  and  that  such 
can  not  be  docked  at  New  York,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  all 
Qg  facilities  at  this  port  exceeding  2,000  tons  capacity  are  abso- 
'  controlled  by  one  syndicate,  which  monopolizes  the  business  of 
ng  and  repairing  all  vessels  exceeding  2,000  tons  register,  thus 
(capping  and  seriously  injuring  our  business  and  also  injuring  the 
lerce  of  New  York : 

erefore,  we  fully  indorse  the  above-mentioned  proposition,  and 
ictfully  x>etition  your  honorable  body  to  grant  to  the  Secretary  of 
^avy  the  authority  asked  in  order  that  adequate  docking  facilities 
arge  ships  may  be  provided  at  this  x>ort  at  the  earliest  possible 
eat. 

Golumbia  Engineering  Works,  D.  &  J.  McNeil;  Dumbarton 

Iron  Works,  Reid  &  Duff;  The  People's  Iron  Works,  Philip 

H.  GUI;  Porter  &  Bdgett  Iron  Works,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.; 

Morse  Iron  Works  Go.,  E.  P.  Morse,  president. 

te  above  subscribers  represent  about  per  cent  of  the  business 

Qnis  actively  engaged  in  the  industry  of  repairing  iron  ships  at 

K)rt  of  New  York, 


APPENDIX  B. 

^08AL  07  THE  IHTEBHATIOHAL  DBY  DOCK  AHD  COVSTBUC- 

TIOH  COMPAHY. 

Washington,  D,  0.,  March  29^  1898. 
Bttgene  Hale, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^ 

United  States  Senate,  Wa-shingtonj  D.  C. 

'  *  Availing  myself  of  the  privilege  granted  by  your  committee,  I 
>  submit  tbe  following  proposition  of  the  International  Dry  Dock 
'oiiiitruction  Company  of  New  York  Gity,  in  accordance  with  and 
^tied  in  th*  amendment  ottered  by  Senator  Piatt,  of  New  York,  for 
^rpose  of  providing  additional  dry-dockiuig  fiicilities  for  the  larger 
of  the  United  States  Navy  at  the  port  of  New  York: 
company  proposes,  at  its  own  risk  and  expense,  to  construct, 
'^,  and  maintain  at  the  port  of  New  York  a  steel  floating  dry 
ot  the  Clark  and  Stanfleld  model,  of  sufficient  capacity  and  equip- 
^to  properly  and  safely  dry  dock  the  largest  and  heaviest  ships  of 
United  State  Navy  now  afloat  or  building.  Dimensions  of  dock  to 
^  follows :  Main  part  to  be  500  feet,  with  additional  sections,  to  make 
'^l  length  of  about  750  feet;  100  feet  wide  in  the  clear  inside  of 
^;  normal  draft  of  water  to  be  30  feet  over  the  keel  blocks;  in 
^  cases  to  be  33  feet.    We  also  propose  to  have  and  maintaia 
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adequate  water-front  privileges,  with  piers,  slips,  repair  shops,  tootai 
and  all  the  necessities  of  a  complete  plant  for  the  quick  and  economical 
repairing  of  ships. 

We  offer  the  United  States  Government  the  services  of  such  a  diy 
dock  and  repairing  plant  for  one  hundred  days  out  of  each  year  for  » 
period  of  twenty  years,  with  the  privilege  of  the  extension  of  this  period; 
our  company  to  furnish  all  labor  and  defray  all  expenses  incurred  id 
the  dry  docking  and  undocking  of  Government  vessels.  The  Govern- 
ment, under  proposed  contract,  shall  always  have  the  privilege  and 
right  to  furnish  Government  mechanics  and  material  required  to  make 
repairs  to  Government  vessels  while  upon  proposed  dry  dock. 

The  conditions  of  prox>osed  contract  shall  be  that  our  company  be 
paid  by  the  Government  such  a  sum  of  money  per  year  for  aboTfr 
specified  services  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Navy  Depart* 
ment  and  our  company;  this  sum  not,  however,  to  exceed  $90,000  per 
annum. 

In  the  event  of  war,  or  emergency,  the  Government  shall  have  the  nse 
of  this  dry  dock  and  plant  beyond  the  period  of  one  hundred  days  per 
annum  if  the  Government  deem  it  necessary,  the  compensation  for  such 
additional  service  to  be  fixed  as  specified  in  proposed  amendment 

We  will  contract  with  the  Government  that  such  dry  dock  shall  be 
provided  within  one  year  from  date  of  contract  and  that  the  service 
shall  be,  and  continue  to  be,  proper  and  efficient  for  the  safe  dry  dockinf 
of  any  ship  up  to  15,000  tons  displacement,  and  not  exceeding  94  feet 
beam  and  30  feet  draft  of  water. 

If  at  any  time  during  the  period  of  contract  the  service  shall  cease  to 
be  in  accordance  with  conditions  thereof,  then  the  contract  shall  become 
null  and  void,  and  the  Government  shall  be  under  no  further  obligatioa 
to  our  company. 

As  to  the  type  and  kind  of  dry  dock  proposed,  we  have  to  say  that 
in  our  judgment  the  floating  dock  of  Clark  &  Stanfleld  model  prom- 
ises the  best  and  surest  results,  considered  from  the  standpoints  of  fint 
cost  and  time  of  construction,  cost  of  operation  and  maintenance, 
rapidity  of  service,  scope  of  usefulness,  durability,  and  possibility  of 
transit  from  place  to  place.  And  in  view  of  the  fact  that  under  the  pro- 
posed contract  we  would  be  obliged  to  spend  all  the  money  necessary, 
assume  the  entire  risk,  and  absolutely  provide  the  service  required 
before  our  company  would  be  entitled  to  any  remuneration  from  the 
Government,  we  can  not  incur  this  heavy  outlay,  approximating  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars  in  all,  in  experimenting  with  new  and 
untried  models.  We  beg  to  call  the  committee's  attention  to  the  indorss- 
ment  of  this  particular  model  of  dock  by  a  board  specially  appointed 
by  the  Navy  Department  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  subject  of 
dry  docks.  We  believe  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  in  his  last  message 
to  Congress  indorsed  the  recommendations  of  said  board. 

Opponents  of  the  proposed  amendment  have  asserted  before  yoor 
honorable  committee  that  the  Government  does  'not  need  any  addi- 
tional dry  docks  for  the  few  large  vessels  on  the  Atlantic  coast  We 
differ  with  them,  but  do  not  care  to  burden  this  communication  with 
lengthy  arguments,  believing  that  Oongress  and  the  Navy  Depart* 
ment  are  fully  aware  of  the  great  need  of  proper  docking  falcilitieJB,  so 
long  as  a  navy  must  be  maintained. 

Dealing  with  the  condition  at  New  York,  and  anticipating  a  consid* 
erable  increase  in  the  number  of  large  naval  vessels,  it  must  be  con- 
ceded that,  in  the  event  of  war,  this  great  port  and  labor  center  woold 
be  found  sadly  lacking  in  dry  docks,  as  two  or  three  badly  crippled 
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iil>8  in  that  neighborhood  woald  tie  up  all  the  existing  large  docks  for 
eeks  or  i>erhap8  months.  In  sach  an  emergency  the  services  of  a  good 
Lxiliary  dry  dock  and  plant  would  be  worth  to  the  Government  many 
mes  the  maximum  amount  of  money  contemplated  in  our  proposition. 
yVe  beg  to  Bay  that  the  precedent  of  governments'  encouraging  the 
itablisbment  and  maintenance  of  dry  docks  by  private  concerns  is 
ell  established  by  the  British  Oovernment.  The  large  dry  dock  at 
alifa^y  Nova  Scotia,  receives  $30,000  per  year  from  the  English  Otoy- 
nment,  and  many  other  of  her  docks  are  treated  in  the  same  way. 
It  has  been  claimed  that  we  could  not  render  satisfactory  service. 
iTe  want  to  say  that  immediately  ui)on  the  service  becoming  unsatis- 
ictory  the  Gk>vemment  would  at  once  cease  to  be  under  any  obliga- 
ions  to  our  company. 

We  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  x)etition8  herewith 
nclosed,  signed  by  over  90  per  cent  of  the  entire  shipping  interests  of 
he  port  of  New  York  and  about  80  per  cent  of  the  firms  actively  engaged 
m  the  business  of  docking  and  repairing  ships  at  our  port,  certifying 
tbat  proper  docking  facilities  do  not  exist  at  New  York,  fully  indorsing 
oar  proposition  and  begging  your  honorable  body  to  accept  our  propo- 
sition that  these  necessary  fecilities  may  be  provided  at  New  York  with 
the  least  possible  delay. 

As  to  opx>osition  from  Newport  News,  we  desire  to  say  that  our  proiH)- 
Bition  does  not  conflict  with  the  interests  of  that  x>ort  in  any  way,  as  we 
are  dealing  entirely  with  the  situation  at  the  port  of  New  York. 

We  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  our 
proposition  embodies  the  provision  of  a  steel  floating  dry  dock  that  may 
be  carried  from  point  to  point,  and  always,  in  fact,  be  an  auxiliary  to 
the  naval  plant  stationed  at  New  York;  and  that  we  can  provide  this 
means  of  dry  docking  heavy  ships  in  50  per  cent  less  time  than  any 
other  proposition  under  consideration,  and  that  even  the  maximum  sum 
contemplat4?d  would  be  nearly  50  per  cent  less  than  the  Government 
woald  be  obliged  to  pay  it*  it  received  one  hundred  days'  actual  service 
of  a  dry  dock  for  a  10,000-ton  ship,  at  rates  now  fixed  by  dry  docks  on 
the  Atlantic  coast.  The  rates  fixed  at  New  York  for  mercantile  ships 
above  2,000  tons  register  are  16  cents  per  registered  ton  for  each  and 
every  day  except  holidays.  A  10,000-ton  ship  at  this  rate  would  cost 
11,600  per  day,  or  $160,000  for  one  hundred  days.  The  rates  at  Halifax, 
Kova  Scotia,  are  about  the  same,  and  vary  only  slightly  at  any  point  on 
the  Atlantic  coast. 

In  conclusion,  we  submit  that  our  proi)osition  does  not  contemplate 
that  the  Government  shall  pay  any  exorbitant  rates  for  dry  dockage,^ 
nor  be  bound  in  any  way  whatever  as  to  who  shall  do  the  repairs  neces- 
sary on  ships  while  in  dry  dock.  We  simply  propose  to  furnish,  with 
the  greatest  possible  dispatch,  the  much-needed  facilities  for  dry  dock- 
ing; offer  to  deliver  reliable  service  for  a  reasonable  amount  of  compen- 
sation, such  as  the  Navy  Department  agrees  with  us  is  fair  and  rea- 
sonable. 

Trusting  that  this  will  receive  the  favorable  consideration  of  your 
honorable  committee, 

£  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wallace  Downey, 
President  International  Dry  Book  and  Construction  Company. 
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SUBMAEINB  BOAT  HOLLAND. 


il7,  1898. — Referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Naval  Affairs,  to  accompany  Mr. 
Stewart's  amendment  to  H.  R.  9378,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Stewart  presented  the  following 

!TER  FROM  TEIE  SECRBTAR7  OF  THE  JOHN  P.  HOLLAND  TOR- 
3D0BOAT  COMPANY,  OF  NEW  TORK,  TRANSMITTINO  A  COPT 
?  THE  REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  NATHAN  SAROENT.  UNITED  STATES 
IVT.  ON  THE  PERFORMANCE  OF  THE  HOLLAND,  A  SUBMARINE 
3AT  BUILT  BT  THE  COMPANT. 


The  John  P.  Holland  Tobpedo-Boat  Company, 

Ifew  YarlCy  April  6j  1898. 

BAB  Sib  :  We  hand  yon  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lient.  Nathan  Sar- 
,  Qnited  States  Navy,  on  the  performance  of  the  Holland^  a  sub- 
ne  boat  built  at  oar  expense  and  embodying  the  inventor's  own 
3  of  what  is  the  most  pow^rfnl  and  efficient  war  vessel  of  this  tjrpe. 
lis  boat  has  been  built,  under  the  sui)ervl8ton  of  Mr.  Holland,  by 
Crescent  Ship  Building  Company,  of  Elizabethport,  N.  J.,  Lewis 
m,  manager,  and  also  that  of  Lieut.  Commander  W.  W.  Eamball, 
ed  States  Navy,  now  commanding  our  torpedo  flotilla  at  Key  West, 

She  is  armed  as  recommended  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Kimball, 
minor  details  are  now  remedied,  and  the  << ultimate  success"  pre- 
)d  by  Lieutenant  Sargent  is  accomplished. 

Lis  boat  has  a  radius  of  action  of  1,000  miles,  and,  by  filling  her 
sr  tanks  with  oil,  the  radius  of  action  will  be  increased  to  2,000  miles. 
16  great  value  of  this  boat,  with  its  aerial-torpedo  guns,  in  case  of 
[tack  upon  the  land  fortifications  of  Havana,  has  been  reported  upon 
rieutenant  Kimball  to  the  Department  within  the  past  few  days, 
can  go  within  200  yards  of  these  batteries,  and  can  not  be  hit, 
B  she  can  be  delivering  her  fire  of  100  pounds  of  dynamite  at  each 
d  from  the  aerial-torpedo  guns. 

le  fleet  can  remain  out  of  range  and  out  of  danger  till  the  sub- 
ne  boat  reduces  the  batteries,  when  the  marines  can  be  landed  and 
sssion  taken  of  the  same. 

e  are  advised  that  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
lir  has  recommended  the  purchase  of  the  Holland.  We  will  ofl'er 
o  the  Department  early  next  week. 

Very  truly,  yours,  B.  B.  Frost, 

Secretary  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Goinpany. 

n.  Wm.  M.  Stewart, 

United  StaicH  tienate. 
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BOABD  ON  AUXILLUtY  YBSSELS, 

Abmy  Building,  39  Whitehall  Street, 

New  Yarkj  March  28^  J 

Sib  :  Tn  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  26th  instant,  I  have  the 
to  make  the  following  reiiort  upon  the  condition  of  the  HoUan 
marine  torpedo  boat,  at  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

The  Holland  boat  has  been  so  often  described  that  I  shall  onl; 
pitalate  such  features  as  will  be  of  interest  to  this  report.    The 
ing  rough  sketch  of  the  boat  shows  her  general  interior  arrangej 
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From  which  it  will  be  seen  that  she  has  two  pnenmatic  guns  ai 
torpedo  tube,  three  tanks  for  water  ballast,  a  gasoline  engine  (* 
and  a  tank  for  storing  gasoline,  and  that  she  has  a  dynamo  and  st 
battery. 

The  pneumatic  guns  are  fired  with  a  i>owder-and-air,  or  air  i 
charge.  They  are  both  mounted  in  a  fixed  position,  and  are  of  ^  1 
diameter.  The  forward  gun  is  11  feet  and  the  after  17^  feet  long. 
torpedo  tube  is  of  the  usual  service  type  for  an  18- inch  Whitebea 

The  water  tanks  can  be  seen  in  the  sketch.  Water  is  admitte 
Kingston  valves  and  ejected  by  air  pressure. 

The  engine  is  of  the  Otto  gasoline  type,  is  of  45  horsepower, 
functions  very  well.  It  can  be  started  by  a  hand  pump  or  prefei 
by  the  dynamo  (run  by  the  storage  battery),  and  requires  bat  five 
utes  to  get  underway.  A  tank  of  5  tons  capacity  furnishes  a  so 
of  fuel  for  this  engine.  The  dynamo  is  used  to  charge  the  storage 
tery,  which  is  16  feet  by  6  feet  by  3  feet  in  dimensions,  and  fami 
50  horsepower  for  six  hours,  or  150  horsepower  for  two  hoars, 
storage  battery  requires  some  ten  to  twelve  hours  for  charging? 
with  present  engine  of  limited  horsepower,  can  only  be  charged  ^ 
the  boat  is  at  rest.  It  is  said  that,  starting  with  the  battery ' 
charged,  the  boat  can  be  run  50  miles. 

There  are  two  pumps  for  air  compression  and  several  receiver*,* 
connected  with  pipes  having  a  reducing  valve  to  bring  down  pr^ 
to  that  required  for  operating  the  steering  and  diving  gear.  ^ 
work  satisfactorily,  with  the  exception  of  a  leak  in  one  of  the  reda 
valves,  which  prevented  the  obtaining  of  a  higher  pressure  tbao 
pounds. 

There  is  a  hydrostatic  pendulum  arrangement,  similar  to  that  ol 
Whitehead  torpedo,  for  maintaining  the  boat  at  a  constant  depth  b 
the  surface,  but  this  is  not  fully  in  order.    There  is  also  an  aaton 
rudder  ibr  keeping  the  boat  on  a  straight  course  when  submerged, 
has  not  yet  been  fully  ac^usted. 
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3  steering  and  diving  rudders  are  both  doable  and  are  worked  by 
reiBsedair. 

I  HoUand  boat  U  subitantidlly  finished  and  in  working  order,  bat  there 
veralminor  details,  in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned,  yet  to  be 
sted  before  the  boat  can  be  considered  as  ready  for  service.  These 
rineijiaDy  in  the  matter  of  ac^astment  of  the  different  parts  and 
rtenances,  and  should  not  take  over  two  or  three  weeks,  provided 
rhe  experiments  with  the  boat  are  systematically  carried  on. 
:t  is  at  all  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  utilize  this  boat  it 
I  be  greatly  in  the  interest  of  the  Government  that  some  young 
r,  or  a  young  gunner  who  has  passed  through  the  torpedo  and 
ical  courses,  should  be  ordered  to  duty  with  the  boat.  In  that 
the  o£Bcer  could  readily  become  conversant  with  the  vessel,  its 
sinism,  and  its  peculiarities,  and  he  could  also  see  that  experiments 
her  were  progressively  and  regularly  carried  on.  There  would  be 
^h  greater  chance  of  the  ultimate  success  of  the  boat  if  some  such 
were  adopted  than  is  the  case  at  present. 

%ve  the  boat  a  thorough  innpectionj  and  as  I  have  remarked  above^ 
her  in  good  working  condition.  The  engine,  dynamoj  air  com- 
ITS,  ete.j  ijM  worked  satisfactorily,  both  alongside  the  dock  and  when 
wa/gj  and  the  boat  dove  and  came  up  readily  in  answer  to  the  action 
'  horizontal  rudders,  but  her  steering  qualities  were  not  as  good  as 
ihould  be,  she  being  sluggish  in  response  to  her  helm,  and  describ- 
i  much  larger  turning  circle  than  should  be  the  case  in  a  boat  of 
dze  and  m(^el.  This  fault  is  ascribed  to  a  protection  piece  on  the 
ver  the  screw,  and  the  designer  is  confident  that  by  changing  the 
d  of  this  protection  piece  the  difficulty  can  be  overcome, 
iderway  the  boat  made  some  6  knots  when  immersed  to  the  point 
bving  her  upper  deck  level  with  the  surface  of  the  water.  She  dove 
different  times  to  depths  varying  from  10  to  18  feet,  remaining 
ff  water  but  a  few  seconds — sufficient  to  run  about  200  yards.  This 
tness  of  run  was  due  entirely,  however,  to  the  confined  space  in  the 
mel  between  Perth  Amboy  and  Staten  Island,  the  channel  being  so 
ow  that  no  longer  run  cotUd  be  made  without  danger  of  grounding 
16  mud.  With  the  large  supply  of  compressed  air  provided  in  the 
>  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  her  remaining  under  the  water  for  a 
fnn  of  several  miles,  but  to  carry  out  such  an  experiment  it  will  be 
ssary  to  try  her  in  some  open  water  when  there  is  sufficient  depth 
'iving  and  no  danger  of  obstruction  by  vessels. 
^iese  experiments  the  boat  fully  proved  her  ability  to  propel  herself, 
t'^,  come  up,  €tdmit  water  to  her  ballast  tanks,  and  to  eject  it  again 
m  difficulty. 

e  forward  pneumatic  gun  was  then  tried  with  air  pressure  only,  the 
owder  cartridges  which  are  used  in  connection  with  the  air  pres- 
liot  having  yet  arrived.  The  gun  was  loaded  with  a  wooden  project- 
feet  long  by  8^  diameter,  and  was  fired  with  600  pounds  pressure, 
projectile  was  thrown  some  400  yards  without  any  divergence  from 
hie  of  fire.  The  boat  appears  to  be  strongly  constructed,  and,  con- 
ning all  that  she  contains,  is  much  more  conveniently  arranged  than 
U  be  deemed  i)ossible. 

i^y  improvements  might  be  made  in  another  boat  which  would  add 
teeffidency  of  the  craft  and  lessen  her  complexity,  the  most  salient 
lese  being  an  increase  of  the  horsepower  of  the  gas  engine  to 
de  its  present  power,  a  suppression  of  one  of  the  pneumatic  guns 


Mr.  Holland  hajb: 

ThU  boat  contains  the  highest  type  offnaehinenj  and  warUke  impUmenU  hufwi^ 
i^^esent  boat  will  carry  three  Whitehead  torpedoes,  a  dozen  projectiles  fbr  the 
corpedo  thrower,  each  contaiiiing  lOO-pound  charges,  with  a  range  over  the  w; 
1,800  yards. 

With  this  boat  we  can  bombard  a  fort,  whose  guns  will  be  helpless  to  retai 
for  the  boat  can  not  be  seen.  With  it  we  can  enter  any  harbor,  regardless  < 
pedoes  or  obstructions,  and  blow  away  every  impediment  in  its  path.  HaTsmi 
be  reached  and  bombarded  in  spite  or  the  Spanish  fleet. 

The  first  and  greatest  desideratum  in  a  submarine  boat  is  simplicity.  Esc 
has  one  thing  to  do  and  nothing  else.  The  crew  will  consist  of  one  pilot,  one  ^' 
tor  "  or  assistant  pilot,  one  electrician,  one  engineer,  and  two  torpedo  experti 
men  can  run  this  ooat  under  any  fleet  of  war  ships,  in  any  harbor,  attack  sn] 
on  land  or  sea,  and  at  the  same  time  disappear  after  each  discharge  of  gnu 
always  be  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy's  fire.  There  is  very  much  less  diu)g< 
submarine  boat  of  this  kind  than  on  any  surface  boat. 

When  our  boat  goes  to  sea  for  business,  she  will  carry  one  aerial  torpedo  th: 
one  submarine  gun,  one  Whitehead  expulsion  tube.  Even  when  in  action  the 
be  no  great  inconvenience  from  recoil  or  the  explosion.  The  indicators  will 
exactly  where  we  are.  If  we  approach  land,  a  little  bell  rings  the  warning, 
be  exactly  like  riding  in  a  well-lighted,  comfortably  seated  railway  car  thn 
tunnel. 

I  consider  that  there  is  nothing  problematic  abont  this  system  of  submariii 
fare.    Every  point  has  been  demonstrated. 

The  difference  between  a  boat  of  this  type  and  an  ordinary  torpedo  host, 
sails  on  the  surface,  is  beyond  words  to  express.  In  rough  weather,  life  on  s  t 
boat  is  horrible.  After  a  rough  trip  the  crew  have  to  be  sent  to  a  hospital  foi 
ment.  In  a  gale  such  a  boat  could  not  live.  We  are  indifferent  to  storms.  ^ 
accompany  a  fleet  of  the  big^t  war  ships  in  the  wildest  sea.  Besides  the  q 
for  the  crew,  we  have  a  cabin  16  by  10  feet  for  the  accommodation  of  exf 
visitors  who  may  accompany  us.  The  temperature  in  the  eng^e  rooms  of  ra 
torpedo  boats  is  almost  insupportable.  We  shall  be  perfectly  oool,  having  tl 
peratnre  of  the  sea  surronndmg  the  boat.  While  ships  are  covered  with  i 
deep  in  the  sea,  will  be  as  comfortable  as  by  our  firesides  at  home.  The  be 
not  be  in  danger  of  sinking,  as  she  is  always  sunk.  She  can  not  leak,  becai 
double  bottom  is  always  filled  with  water  for  ballast. 

If  I  had  a  contract  to  attack  Havana,  I  would  skim  the  bottom  of  Havao 
rise  to  the  surface,  and,  with  the  camera  obscnra,  see  on  a  sheet  of  paper  befoi 
picture  of  the  harbor  with  its  shipping.  I  would  ram  holes  in  the  ordinary  wi 
and  blow  up  the  armored  vessels.  If  I  did  not  wish  to  sink  them  I  would  i 
aerial  torpedo  guns  and  cave  in  the  decks,  then  practice  on  the  forts  at  my  1 
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Sere  is  what  Hon.  B.  F.  Tracy,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  said  about 

B  Holland  submarine  boat  when  the  subject  was  under  consideration 

Congress  in  18d3 : 

Navy  Dspartmknt, 
WoBhingUm,  February  7,  1893. 

Iir:  Referring  to  yonr  oommanioation  of  the  17th  ultimo,  inolosing  plans  and 
icifications  of  an  armored  semisnbmaftrine  boat,  together  with  a  bill  (H.  R.  7214), 
1  requesting  an  opinion  of  the  Department  on  same,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
I  matter  having  been  refen-ed  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  that  Bureau,  on  January 
1893,  reported  aa  follows: 

rhe  system  proposed  by  the  accompanying  plans  possesses  features  which,  if 
reloped,  would  provide  a  powerful  auxiliari/  for  purposes  of  coast  defense, 
rhe  practical  value  of  the  aerial  torpedo  in  connection  with  the  pneumatic  gun 
»tem  should  he  definitely  determined  by  the  trials  of  the  Vesuvius  now  in  progress, 
die  the  tests  of  the  submarine  gun  on  the  Destroyer^  already  made,  with  others  in 
itemplation,  wiU  enable  the  Department  to  determine  the  practical  value  of  that 
Item. 

Should  neither  of  these  systems  prove  entirely  satisfactory ,  an  armaflMiit  of  automo- 
e  torpedoes  would  make  the  proposed  tfessel  a  powerful  antagonist, 
rhe  development  of  the  most  promising  of  the  proposed  systems  of  submarine  war- 
«,  of  which  this  is  one,  shouldy  in  the  opinion  of  this  Bnre:iu,  be  undertaken,  as  by  it 
tifwerful  €tddition  to  the  defensive  armament  could  be  pi^ovided  at  a  moderate  expense. 
Hie  Department  concurs  in  the  above  report  of  the  Bureau. 

Very  reapectfnUy,  B.  F.  Tracy, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Son.  H.  A.  Hkrbbbt, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  House  of  BepresentaUves, 

And  here  is  what  Commodore  Hichborn,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
rnction  and  Eepair,  said  at  the  same  time: 

Even  though  this  Teasel  be  not  a  perfect  success,  she  may  mean  to  future  fighting 
ips  and  methods  of  naval  warfare  what  the  much-doubted  Monitor  has  proved  to 
r  present  Navy. 

Here  is  what  Lieut.  Commander  W.  W.  Kimball,  U.  8,  N.,  now  com- 
tanding  the  torpedo  fleet  at  Key  West,  said  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
^airs  of  the  Senate  two  years  ago  (1896) : 

Give  me  six  Holland  submarine  boats,  the  officers  and  crews  to  be  selected  by  me, 
nd  I  will  pledge  my  life  to  stand  off  the  entire  British  flying  squadron  10  miles 
bm  Sandv  Hook  without  anv  aid  from  our  fleet. 

Bear- Admiral  Jouett  said  to  the  committee  at  the  same  time: 

If  1  commanded  a  squadron  that  was  blockading  a  port  and  the  enemy  had  half  a 
ozen  of  these  Holland  submarine  boats  I  womd  be  compelled  to  abandon  the 
lockade  and  put  to  sea  to  avoid  destruction  of  my  ships  from  an  invisible  source, 
ad  from  which  I  could  not  defend  myself. 

Here  is  what  Lewis  Nixon,  manager  of  the  Crescent  Shipyard,  and 
ho  while  an  officer  of  the  Kavy  designed  the  battle  ships  Indiana  and 
iMsackusettSj  said  to  the  committee: 

I  strongly  urge  the  adoption  of  the  submarine-boat  amendment.  The  value  to  a 
ition  of  a  ty^e  of  boat  carrying  within  it  such  destructive  power,  and  being  of  itsnlf 
vulnerable,  if  they  can  be  built  in  so  short  a  time,  is  so  great  that  a  fleet  of  such  boats 
ould  be  added  to  our  Navy  without  delay,  in  order  that  the  necessary  experience 
ly  be  had  in  their  handling.  Torpedo  chnscrs  take  a  long  time  to  build,  and  in 
e  event  of  war  within  the  next  few  years  the  few  we  might  turn  out  would  be 
eatly  outnumbered  by  vessels  of  a  similar  type  sent  against  us.  But  for  defense 
be  obtained  quickly  and  at  a  comparatively  slight  expense  I  should  recommend  a 
loiber  of  submarine  boats  embodymg  the  Holland  patents. 

Gapt.  A.  T.  Mahan,  the  distinguished  tactician  and  author  of  The 
ffect  of  Sea  Power  on  History,  wrote  to  Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron,  chair- 
sin  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aifairs,  at  the  same  time  that  Admiral 
mett  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Kimball  appeared  before  that  com- 
ittee  and  urgently  recommended  the  building  of  six  of  the  Holland 
bmariue  boats,  and  stated  that  they  would  be  ^^a  decisive  factor  in 
fJBQding  oar  coasts." 


W%^    TT    M.M^  1 


n.  S.  N.,  now  commauding  torpedo-boat  flotilla  at  Key  West 


<i-2 


Tactical  Valus  of  Submabike  Boats. 

In  arriving  at  an  opinion  as  to  the  tactical  value  of  these  vessels,  the! 
and  capabilities  should  be  oarefully  considered,  and  the  order  of  their  \ 
fulness  determined  as  nearly  as  may  be  with  no  results  ot  their  use  in  f 
in  reaching  a  determiuation. 

Taking  into  consideration  their  peculiar  qualities  as  fighting  machiii 
seem  that  they  would  prove  most  effective : 

First.  In  holding  the  first  line  of  coast  defense,  i,  e.,  a  line  just  out 
barding  rauge. 

Secoud.  In  harassing  and,  if  opportunity  offered,  in  sinking  blockadix 
thus  preventiuff  a  close  blockade  of  any  port  defended  by  them. 

Third.  In  holuin^  channels  and  narrow  waters  against  a  fleet  attempti 

Fourth.  In  carrying  communications  through  hostile  lines. 

Fifth.  In  fleet  operations  in  company  with  ships  in  or  off  shore. 

Sixth.  In  the  clearing  away  of  torpedo  mine  fields  and  other  marine  o 

Seventh.  In  the  reducing  of  a  place  defended  by  armored  ships,  U 
fields,  marine  obstructions^  torpedo  boats,  dirigible  torpedoes,  torped 
and  shore  works  located  within  moderate  range  of  at  least  4  fathoms  of 

In  this  paper  the  boats  considered  will  be  assumed  to  possess  onl] 
endurance,  and  radius  of  aotion  of  the  one  now  building  for  the  Navy,  m 
ance  will  be  made  for  the  probable  increase  of  these  in  the  near  future, 
these  are — 

Speed,  surface,  16  knots. 

Speed,  submerged,  8  knots. 

Radius  of  action,  surface,  1,000  miles. 

Radius  of  action,  submerged,  60  miles. 

But  in  armament  there  will  be  assumed  a  change  from  the  twin  torp 
the  present  boat  to  a  fixed  torpedo  tube  in  the  axis  forward,  an  eleva 
tube  or  pneamatic  gun  aft.  ana  an  elevated  pneumatic  gun  installed  abc 
torpedo  tube  forward.  Tnis  last  gun  might  be  omitted  for  the  first  fi' 
tioned  above,  but  would  be  very  necessary  for  effective  work  in  the  h 
would  be  useful  in  all. 

The  method  of  driving  home  an  attack  on  a  ship  would  be  the  same 
where  the  depth  of  water  was  sufficient  for  the  ooat  to  pass  under  h 
would  be  as  follows:  As  the  boat  and  ship  drew  together  under  any  of  tb 
hereaftor  treated,  and  the  fire  of  the  latter  grew  hot,  the  boat  would  di 
light  to  the  awash  conditions,  and  thus  present  but  a  small  target  for  j 
could  well  sustain  a  few  shot  through  her  smokestack,  since  there  is  am 
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e,  dive,  and  make  a  ran  at  five  fathoms  below  the  surface  of  about  500  yards, 
•lieQ  Tise  till  the  top  of  her  turret  or  that  of  her  camera-lucida  tube  above  water 

•  a  view  of  the  enemy  and  the  consequent  direction  for  the  next  submerged  run. 
lug  Bucb  an  approach  the  ship's  torpedoes  would  be  useless,  because  the  boat 
tentotoo  small  an  object  for  torpedo  practice,  because  her  torpedoes,  if  adjusted 
use  against  surface  vessels,  would  pass  harmlessly  over  the  boat  when  she  was  at 

mning  depth,  and  because  their  chance  of  striking  while  the  boat  was  rising 
Mmf^  is  too  small  to  consider,  even  if  her  course  could  be  followed  firom  the  ship 
ihsafioieut  accuracy  for  laying  the  torpedo  tubes,  which  last  would  not  be  possible. 
San  fire  would  be  employed  agaiust  her,  but  the  chances  of  its  proving  effective 
e  hardly  worth  considering,  when  it  is  remembered  that  she  would  present  as  a 
rg«t  only  a  few  square  inches  of  armored  turret  or  the  top  of  her  camera-lucida 
loe  for  a  few  seconds  at  a  time  in  unexpected  and  impossible-to-predict  places.  A 
^il°^^^  plongiuff  shot  firom  a  battle  ship's  top,  debvered  just  as  the  ooat  rose, 
onld  be  eft'ective,  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  swaying  of  a  ship's  top  in  a 
^^7  makes  any  fire  from  aloft  inaccurate,  and  that  a  plunging  shot  has  abso- 
iiely  no  danger  space;  i.e.,  the  shot  must  go  directly  home^  with  no  chance  ^for  a 
i%  doe  to  the  fact  that  it  is  flying  nearly  parallel  to  tne  surface  of  the  water  above 
iuoh  the  object  stands  in  the  case  of  gun  practice  against  ordinary  vessels.  The 
ittll  chance  of  disaster  due  to  gun  tire  would  certainly  not  be  enough  to  deter,  when 
leaping  it  would  mean  the  defeat  of  500  men  in  an  expensive  battle  ship  by  five  men 

"to  meipcnsive  boat. 

Jyhen  the  boat  arrived  within  300  yards  of  the  ship  she  would  make  her  final  dive, 
'"V^r  her  bow  torpedo  from  her  axial  tube,  pass  under  the  ship  if  her  direction 
^  good  enough — and  at  such  close  quarters  she  could  hardly  miss — and  as  the 
(ot  through  the  water  gave  notice  that  the  ship  were  passed,  the  stern  torpedo 
W  be  delivered  against  the  ship's  hull  well  down  to  her  bilges.  The  attack 
^d  always  be  avoided  by  the  ship's  steaming  away  at  speed,  for  the  boat  could 

*  cha«e  submerged  for  any  length  of  time  faster  than  8  or  9  knots,  though  she 
BJumake  short  runs  at  12;  but  if  the  boat  chased  the  ship  away  she  could  be  con- 


wed  to  have  given  a  good  account  of  herself. 
'f  the  commander  of  tin 


-^  ^^...„„u„^  «,x  »je  ship,  in  view  of  the  futility  of  his  gun  and  torpedo  work, 
)Qid  resort  to  the  desperate  expedient  of  attempting  to  ram  the  boat,  he  would 
'*uy  aid  the  latter ;  for  she  could  reach  a  safe  depth  below  the  keel  while  the 
P  yere  moving  a  length,  and  thus  gain  the  best  possible  position  for  delivering  a 
!  from  the  stern  tube. 

^ce  the  chief  duty  of  the  boat  is  to  get  into  the  course  of  the  ship,  it  is  evident 
^ 'aiuming  tactics  would  only  help  the  boat  to  make  her  attack  easy  and  eft'ec- 
j^or  the  most  difficult  thing  she  nas  to  do  is  to  get  under  the  ship,  since  there 
^htely  no  lookout  ahead  when  running  submerged,  and  consequently  no  cer- 
"Qdication  that  she  is  going  right  until  tne  dense  darkness,  followed  by  a  murky 
*f  ^owB  that  she  has  cross^  the  ship's  course. 

HOLDING  THB  FIRST  LINB  OF  COAST  DEFBN8B. 

^  length  of  the  line  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  hold  off  any  coast  town  would, 

Tf!^f  depend  upon  the  length  of  the  front  determined  by  the  contours  of  the 

^  uue,  outside  tlie  zone  held  by  shore  defenses  and  inside  bombarding  range, 

S  '^hioh  a  hostile  fleet  could  operate. 

^  length  of  line  that  it  would  be  possible  to  hold  would  depend  upon  the  num- 

^'  boats  available,  stationed  at  practicable  intervals  from  each  other. 

;®  greater  the  number  of  boats  the  farther  out  could  a  continuous  line  be  car- 

I  ,tibe  fewer  the  boats  the  nearer  in  if  continuous,  or  the  shorter,  if  carried  out, 

^he  the  Une. 

n!^^  determined  the  front  along  which  a  hostile  fleet  could  deliver  an  effective 

the  boats  should  be  stationed  on  it  and  arranged  to  meet  the  most  probable 

^i&ents  of  the  enemy. 

^inst  a  place  provided  with  any  serious  defenses,  and  especially  against  a  place 

(tded  by  submarine  boats,  the  most  effective  way  for  a  fleet  to  operate  is  the 

^'■^own  one  of  '*  circling,"  i.  e.^  steaming  past  the  point  of  attack  at  speed  in 

??^  of  vessels,  the  leader  hauling  out  of  range  after  her  fire  is  delivered  and 

^ng  back  to  renew  the  attack,  and  her  motions  being  followed  by  the  other  ships 

J^cession. 

^J)  chief  reason  that  makes  this  method  a  favorite  one  among  tacticians  is  that  it 

^l6s  the  attack  to  be  made  at  speed,  and  thereftire  renders  the  ships  quickly  mov- 

Wgets,  while  it  does  not  prevent  that  most  difficult  thing  to  attain  in  naval 

^,  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  range,  and  a  consequent  accuracy  of  fire,  because 

^nge  can  be  determined  and  the  guns  laid  beforehand  and  the  fire  accurately 

^erra  when  the  sights  are  brought  on  by  the  ship's  reaching  her  predetermined 

g^  position. 
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To  meet  such  an  attack  the  submarme  boat  flotilla  should  anchor  along 
bardiDfj^  line  at  intervalB  depending  on  its  strength,  and  lie  there  in  the 
awaah  conditions  with  sDiokestacks  np  and  steam  ready  in  all  weatheis  in 
hostile  fleet  conld  make  efficient  gan  practice,  receiving  reUefs  of  crown 
plies  of  fael  and  other  stores  as  might  be  necessary  from  a  fast  tender,  p: 
of  the  torpedo  destroyer  type. 

Although  the  general  principle  that  "  the  closer  the  interval  the  strong«i 
held''  applies  to  submarine  boats,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  disseniii 
them  does  not  have  the  obvious  features  of  bad  tactics  that  it  has  for  sni 
sels,  which  when  scattered  offer  the  enemy  opportunities  for  ooncentrat 
weak  points  and  defeating  the  whole  force  in  detail ;  for  the  greater  the  n 
ships  that  would  concentrate  upon  a  single  unsupported  submarine  boat  t 
would  be  her  chance  of  striking  home  from  below  the  surface. 

Under  the  conditions  outlined  above  the  duty  of  the  submarine  boats  wo 
follows,  supposing,  as  is  most  probable,  that  the  hostile  fleet  reaches  the 
line  at  one  extremity  standing  in  in  column  of  vessels : 

TIvp  boat  nearest  the  approaching  fleet  would,  as  soon  as  the  enemy  w 
out — and  it  is  to  be  observed  that  she  could  make  out  the  fiffhting  tope  o: 
ship  on  the  horizon  much  easier  than  the  ship's  lookout  could  locate  her— 
smokestack,  sink  to  the  awash  condition,  and  await  the  approach  of  the 
light  torpedo  destroyers  were  sent  on  ahead  she  would  haul  below  the  sari 
ing  only  her  camera-lucida  tube  above  water.  In  this  position  she  wool 
a  target  almost  impossible  for  the  oncoming  light-ship  to  strike  with  s 
but  in  case  the  enemy's  torpedo  practice  were  considered  dangerous  she  w 
have  to  haul  down  below  the  plane  of  the  torpedoes'  path  to  be  out  of  dan{ 
she  could  readily  do  in  order  to  hold  her  position  in  the  course  of  the  ap] 
ships,  rising  to  the  surface  for  a  few  seconds  now  and  again,  to  watch  tn« 
of  affairs. 

The  other  boats  would  observe  the  direction  of  approach  of  the  hostil 
and  if  it  coincided  nearly  with  their  own  line  they  would  hold  their  positi 
same  way  as  did  the  first  boat. 

If  the  direction  of  approach  was  outside  or  inside  the  line  they  were  o 
each  boat  independently  would  weigh  and  steam  slowly,  in  the  awash  eoi 
a  direction  at  right  angles  to  this  line,  so  as  to  plac/O  nerself  in  the  con 
approaching  ships,  and  then  douse  smokestack,  seal  up,  and  keep  only  the 
turret  above  water.  The  one  paramount  duty  of  each  boat  acting  indepei 
her  consorts  would  be  to  place  herself  in  the  course  of  the  approaching  sh 
pedoes  could  not  drive  such  boats  from  their  stations,  gun  fire  would  be  uf 
the  admiral  who  would  take  his  fleet  along  such  a  line  for  the  sake  of  be 
a  town  would  do  so  only  under  the  demand  of  most  desperate  conditions,  i 
have  to  endure  the  enormous  strain  due  to  the  moral  effect  of  well-known  I 
danger. 

But  suppose  such  chances  were  accepted  by  the  enemy.  The  first  boat  w 
till  the  leading  ship  closed  to  1,500  yards,  and  deliver  the  attack  as  before 
As  soon  as  her  attack  was  delivered  and  her  torpedo  tubes  reloaded,  the  b 
raise  her  turret  top  or  lucida  tube  above  water,  select  the  nearest  anta^ 
drive  home  her  attack  as  before.  All  the  ships  that  escaped  the  attacks  c 
boat  would  have  to  receive  those  of  the  other  boats  in  line  or  haul  out  of  i 
expedient  that  would  increase  in  attractiveness  with  the  number  of  hw 
driven  home.  Under  such  conditions  the  attempted  bombardment  of  tiu 
town  would  be  quite  harmless  for  defenders  and  exceedingly  expensive  for  t 
ing  force. 

In  case  the  attacking  fleet  abandoned  the  range  advantages  of  the  oircli 
and  charged  straight  up  in  linC;  each  boat  would  select  her  ship  and  st 
torpedo  work,  as  in  the  last  case.  Ships  that  passed  the  line  of  boats  woi 
lowed  inshore,  and  the  chances  of  their  ever  being  able  to  haol  ofT  would  1 
the  number  of  boats  was  equal  to  that  of  the  ships. 

IN  BREAKING  A  CLOSE  BLOCKADE 

it  is  apparent  that  if  blockading  ships  can  be  forced  sufficiently  far  offsh* 
ade  runners  can  evade  the  fleet  and  enter  or  leave  the  invested  port. 

In  order  to  most  effectively  break  a  blockade  the  number  of  submai 
should  be  eonal  to  the  number  of  ships.  The  tactics  would  be  extreme 
since  the  only  point  for  the  commanders  of  the  different  boats  to  bear  in  n 
be  for  each  to  sight  the  ship  he  was  detailed  to  follow  and  stick  to  her  nni 
at  least  15,  and  at  most  20,  miles  offshore. 

These  distances  would  be  sufficient  for  the  escape  or  entry  at  night  of 
chant  blockade  runners,  or  for  what  might  be  vastly  more  important,  the  fi 
fleet  shut  np  by  m  superior  force;  for  what  fleet  uie  defenoeia  had  cool 
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u\\^  ^mployed  in  striking  the  enemy's  weak  points— -concentrating  on  his  exposed 
ikft,  ^demonstrating  against  his  base,  or  cutting  off  his  line  of  supplies,  for 

^^^  these  distances  are  determined  by  the  sabmerged  radius  of  action  of  the 
•»)  Blnoe  tiiey  might  have  to  work  in  the  sealed-up  condition  for  the  whole  time 
By  w«ts  fordni^  the  blockaders  back ;  certaioly  would,  if,  as  may  well  be  supposed, 
s  eoemy'B  sdmiral  protected  his  ships  with  accompanying  fast  torpedo  destroyers, 
>(i  wag  oool  enough  to  stand  off  at  a  speed  only  a  little  in  excess  of  that  of  ^e  boats 
'^g  submerged,  and  would  thus  compel  them  to  be  idways  ready  to  render  futile 
!.^^P^o  and  gun  work,  and  to  drive  home  an  attack. 

2J>i  15  miles  Srom  the  bombardiog  line  the  ships  doubled  back  and  steamed  in  at 
^)  the  20-knot  ships  would  arrive  there  fifteen  minutes  before  the  boats ;  and 
^^H^  it  would  only  be  the  enemy's  fast  cruisers  that  could  accomplish  this,  it 
'^,Ia  not  be  prudent  to  give  them  more  time  there,  uuless  there  were  reserve  sub- 
|nii«  boats  left  behind  to  receive  them. 

>Uteen-knot  battle  ships  alone  could  be  forced  farther  off  the  coast;  for  if  they 
^v^  back  the  boats  wo  aid  up  stacks,  light  fires,  and  follow  them  in,  arriving  on 
bombarding  line  in  time  to  prevent  any  effective  work  at  bombarding  range. 

OLDIVG  CHANKSLS   AlO)   NARROW   WATERS  AGAINST  A   FLEET  ATTBMPTINQ  TO 

ENTER. 

I  this  case  the  duty  of  the  boats  would  be  practically  the  same  as  holding  the 
ibarding  line.  But  the  line  would  be  shorter  and  therefore  more  easily  held, 
boats  intended  for  this  purpose  alone  could  be  smaller  than  those  that  had  out- 
work to  do.  Since  their  radii  of  action  would  be  short,  they  would  need  steam 
her  for  covering  distance  nor  for  renewing  their  electric  batteries,  as  these  last 
d  well  depend  upon  a  shore  base.  In  fact,  boats  for  this  pnrpose  could  be  made 
aall  and  of  much  the  same  general  type  as  the  Goubet  boats  now  built  in  France, 
I  enough  for  convenient  transport  by  rail.  If  the  channel  to  be  defended  were 
hallow  to  allow  the  ships  to  pass  over  the  boats,  these  last  would  have  to  avoid 
ble  ranuning  by  heading  out  all  the  time,  and  tiien  avoiding  the  advancing 
8  ram  and  propellers  by  a  little  use  of  the  helm.  Under  such  conditions  it 
d  be  almost  impossible  for  the  ship  to  strike  with  her  ram,  while  the  attempt 
80  would  give  the  boat  an  excellent  chance  for  getting  home  her  torpedoes. 

CARRYING  COMMUNICATIONS  THROUGH  HOSTILE  LINES. 

is  would  be  an  extremely  simple  matter,  for  the  only  thing  the  boat  would  have 
would  be  to  avoid  being  seen  by  making  long  submerged  runs. 
it  were  necessary  to  communicate  in  daylight,  it  would  be  well  for  the  boat  to 
up  to  about  three  or  four  miles  of  the  ships  with  only  her  camera  lucida  tube 
)  water,  then  dive  and  run  15  or  20  miles  on  a  compass  course,  at  the  end  of  which 
'ould  rise,  get  a  look  around,  and  if  there  were  no  fast  hostile  ships  in  sight, 
loke  stack,  light  fires,  and  steam  to  her  destination,  anywhere  within  a  thou- 
miles.  If  on  rising  she  made  out  a  torpedo  destroyer  she  would  again  dive  and 
fteen  miles  in  a  direction  at  right  angles  to  the  one  she  had  come  out  on,  and 
;>Tobably  avoid  any  ship  sent  to  look  tor  her.  If  the  circumstances  were  at  flJl 
able  she  would  stop  pursuit  by  sinking  the  pursuing  ship. 
»se  the  enemy  had  a  very  great  nuniber  of  fast  craft  that  he  could  spare  to 
for  her,  and  in  case  the  necessity  for  communication  were  so  great  that  she  could 
pend  time  to  attack  pursuing  ships,  it  would  be  better  for  her  to  run  out  at 
f  when  her  under- water  run  would  need  to  be  only  long  enoagh  for  her  to  pass 
le  the  range  of  the  enemy's  search  lights.  As  soon  as  she  passed  them  she 
L  np  stack  and  steam  on  her  way. 

IN  COMPANY  WITH  SHIPS  IN  OR  OFF  SHORE. 

ng  to  their  capability  of  taking  the  sea  over  all,  they  could,  when  running 
keep  position  with  a  fleet  better  than  can  the  ordinary  surface  boats ;  they 
I  be  easier  in  their  motions,  and  in  that  respect  less  fatigning  to  their  crews. 
h  supplies  of  oil,  fuel  drawn  from  the  ships  as  required,  and  with  necessary 
of  craws,  these  boats  could  be  relied  on  to  accompany  the  fleet  in  any  offshore 
when  surface  torpedo  boats  could  be  expected  to  keep  company, 
m,  in  a  general  engagement,  a  torpedo  attack  were  desired,  the  submarines 
be  confidently  sent  in  from  the  shelter  of  the  fighting  ships,  for  they  would 
lothing  to  fear  from  the  fire  of  hostile  g^ns,  since  they  would  have  effective 
cover  when  running  with  their  camera-lncida  tubes  only  above  the  surface; 
mid.  their  movements  cause  a  slackening  of  fire  from  ships  of  their  own  fleet 


i 


1)6  learned,  or  ii  for  any  otner  reasons  tnese  conld  not  be  dragged  for,  a  ' 
within  the  submarine's  pneumatic  gun  range  of  the  mines  would  be  select 
the  observing  ships  and  the  boat  sent  in  to  occupy  it  by  running  awash, 
on  the  predetermined  position  the  boat  would  practice  on  the  mine  field  I 
aerial  torpedoes.  Since  pneumatic  guns  are  very  accurate  when  the  range  is 
it  would  seem  that  from  a  predetermined  position  the  aerial  torpedoes  w< 
delivered  in  the  mine  field  when  the  guns  were  pointed  by  merely  heading  t 
on  a  compass  bearing,  and  that  therefore  the  fire  would  be  effective  in  ex 
the  mines. 

The  boat  might  anchor  on  her  position  and  rise  to  the  surface  to  deliver  a  s 
then  haul  below  the  surface.  The  chance  of  putting  her  out  of  action  by  tb 
any  mine-covering  batteries  would  be  very  small,  for  the  target  to  strike 
consist  of  a  few  inches  of  armored  turret  exposed  for  a  few  seconds. 

Booms  and  floating  obstructions  of  all  kinds,  with  their  moorings,  could  be  % 
in  the  same  way  with  good  chance  of  success,  and  if,  as  would  be  probable,  th 
were  defended  by  mines,  it  would  be  more  effective  than  in  any  other  way. 
obstructions  in  a  channel  would  be  located  by  a  submarine  boat  feeling  np  t 
and  then  attacked  by  torpedoes. 

Such  an  attack  would  smash  up  hulks  and  perhaps  with  the  aid  of  tidal 
clear  the  channel. 

Well-placed,  nnfloatable,  sunken  obstructions  of  sufficient  bulk  can  not 
moved  by  torpedo  work  or  in  any  other  way  short  of  regular  mining  and  di 
operations  that  can  be  carried  on  free  of  hostile  interruptions. 

TBR  REDUCTION  OF  A  PLACB  DEFENDED  BY  ARMORED   SHIPS,  TORPRDO-MDnS 
MARINE    OBSTRUCTIONS,    TORPKDO    BOATS,    DIRIGIBLE   TORPEDOES,   TORPKD 
TERIES,  AND  SHORE  WORKS  WITHIN  MODERATE  RANGE  OF  AT  UEAST  FOUK  Fi 
OF  WATER. 

As  in  other  cases  cited,  the  usefulness  of  submarine  boats  for  thispurpo» 
to  the  fact  that  they  can  in  the  covered  or  submerged  conditions  effectively 
in  a  zone  of  fire  untenable  to  anything  but  the  best  of  armored  ships,  and  i 
operating  evade  instead  of  receiving  hostile  fire. 

Against  armored  ships  assisting  in  the  defense  of  a  place  and  outside  the  t 
mine  field  and  marine  obstructions,  the  submarines  would  attack  as  hi 
described  for  attacks  on  ships,  except  that  if  the  ships  hauled  inshore  in  i 
water  so  that  the  boats  could  not  pass  under  them,  the  torpedoes  would  hs^ 
delivered  from  the  bow  tube  alone  and  the  attack  renewed  until  it  was  et 
On  the  other  hand,  the  ships,  being  inshore  and  having  to  stick  to  their  de: 
stations,  would  consequently  be  deprived  of  their  chance  of  avoiding  attack  b; 
ing  offshore  at  speed,  as  could  blockading  vessels. 

If  the  ships  were  inside,  and  the  contact  makers  of  the  torpedo-mine  ^ 
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well  be  ohanoedy  though  these  would  be  very  dangerous  to  snbmarines  if  a 
»r  of  torpedoes  were  fir^  at  once — set  to  run  at  depths  varring  from  2  fathoms 
lEreatest  depth  of  water  in  front  of  the  battery — and  if  the  running  past  by 
bmarines  were  attempted  in  the  daytime,  when  their  motions  might  be  made 
am  commanding  lookouts. 

i-placed  and  bulky  sunken  obstructions,  which  would  seal  the  port  to  friend 
le  alike,  would  of  course  prevent  the  entrance  of  submarines. 

CONCLUSIONS 

m  all  the  aboYe  it  will  appear  that  submarine  boats  owe  their  capability 
efalness  to  the  fact  that  tney  can  take  cover  in  water  as  shore  forces  can  in 
;  that  when  so  covered  they  have  under  certain  conditions  an  offensive  power 
an  not  be  neglected ;  that  until  thoir  exact  powers  are  ganged  by  experience 
vould  accomplish  much  by  affecting  the  morale  of  the  enemy ;  that  although 
lave  a  wide  field  of  usefulness,  they  do  not  fill  the  places  of  battle  shipsy  cruis- 
r  fiwt  torpedo  vessels,  and  that  they  are  especially  needful  to  a  country  weak 
nbers  of  armored  ships  when  opposed  by  a  Htron<|:  naval  power, 
i  is  true  of  submarine  boats  of  offensive,  defensive,  and  maneuvering  powers 
an  be  built  to-day ;  but  if  their  development  in  power  parallels  that  of  other 
ig  maehinea^  their  field  of  usefulness  will  greatly  widen. 


:^ 


Kth  Oongbess,  )  SENA.TB.  (  Doottment 

2d  Session.      ]  \     No.  227. 


THE  CURRENCY  QUESTION. 


Apbil  7, 1896.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Pettigbbw  presented  the  followiDg 

OMBffUNICATION  FROM  MR.  CHARLES  A  TOWNE,  PX7BLI8HED 
IN  THE  POST-INTEItLiaENCER,  OF  SEATTLE,  WASH.,  RELATIVE 
TO  THE  CURRENCT  QUESTION. 


EK.  TO^WITB  IN  ANSWEB  TO  THE  QUESTIONS  ASKED  BY  THE  EDITOB 

OF  THE  POST-INTELLIOENGEB. 

Seattle,  March  17, 1898. 
^oiheJEditor: 

I  do  not  often  permit  myself  the  luxury  of  dispute  with  a  newspaper. 
The  newspaper  always  has  the  last  word,  and,  when  it  is  a  gold-standard 
ewspaper,  frequently  finds  an  easy  descent  from  the  courtesy  of  hon- 
rable  discussion  to  the  vile  manners  of  the  blackguard.  In  this  last 
articular  your  paper  is  evidently  as  bad  at  least  as  the  character  of  its 
aase  demands.    Your  statement,  in  an  editorial  of  this  morning,  that 

He  (I)  willfally  misstates  facts  and  perverts  history,"  is  a  fair  sample 
r  the  amenities  of  debate  as  understood  and  practiced  by  your  class, 
'ortunately,  the  demonstration  which  it  clearly  affords,  viz.  that  you 
ick  the  argument  and  the  ability  to  meet  us  bimetallists  in  fair  discus- 
ion,  is  some  compensation  for  the  oiiense  which  a  gentleman  instinc- 
ively  takes  at  the  grossness  and  insolence  of  a  bully. 

I  have  no  confidence  that  if  1  had  proceeded  to  comment  on  each  of 
our  observations  on  myself  or  my  speech,  you  would  give  space  to  the 
3mmunication,  therefore,  in  spite  of  the  temptation  of  your  numerous 
Khibitions  of  both  ignorance  and  ill  manners,  let  me  come  to  the  ques- 
ons  propounded  by  somebody  in  Oregon,  which  you  say  I  have  not 
ttempted  and  will  not  attempt  to  answer.  I  suppose  that  even  you 
ill  have  the  decency  to  print  my  answers  after  having  challenged 
le  to  make  them.  There  is  no  difficulty  whatever  about  the  questions, 
Dd  I  should  have  been  glad  to  answer  them  before  this  if  they  had 
appened  to  come  to  my  attention.    Here  they  are: 

1.  Are  yon,  Mr.  Towne,  in  fayor  of  the  dollar  of  the  BmaUest  purohaeing  power  f 

2.  Are  yon  glad  that  in  1897-98  our  laboring  people  have  had  to  pay  higher  prices 
Uo  oeual  in  reoent  years  for  their  flour  and  beef? 

3.  If  yon  answer  No.  2  affirmatively,  explain  to  onr  laboring  people  why  yon  are 
lad  that  their  doUars  have  had  less  purchasing  power  in  flonr  ana  beef;  why  yon 
tt  glad  that  their  labor  buys  less  than  usual  of  bread  and  meatf 
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4.  If  it  has  been  a  good  thing  for  laboring  people  to  pay  dearly  for  their  meat  and 
bread,  wouldn't  it  be  a  still  better  thing  if  they  were  to  receive  dollars  of  smaDeil 
pnrchasing  power  in  {layment  of  wages,  so  they  would  have  to  pay  still  more  dearly 
for  bread,  meat,  clothing,  groceries,  etc.f 

6.  If  it  wonla  be  a  good  thing  for  day  laborers  to  receiye  dollars  of  smallest  pur- 
chasing power  for  ^eir  work,  and  j»ay  dearly  for  the  necessaries  of  li£%  wodd  it 
not  be  a  Rood  thing  for  all  wage-earners  and  salary  workers  to  receiye  ekeapest  dol- 
lars for  their  services  and  pay  dearest  for  eyery thing  they  wear,  eat,  or  oseT 

6.  Explain  to  day  laborers  and  wage-earners  now  tnere  can  be  a  general  rise  in  the 
ayerage  level  of  labor— namely,  the  buying  power  of  wages — ^if  we  shall  decnase 
the  vuue  of  the  dollar  to  the  lowest  purchasing  power,  and  thereby  raise  the  prioei 
of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  to  the  hignest  possible  point. 

7.  If  you  answer  No.  2  negatively,  Mr.  Towne,  please  explain  to  farmers  why  yoQ 
are  not  glad  that  they  are  receiving  good  prices  for  their  wheats  eatHe^  mnttos, 
wool,  hay,  etc 

ANSWERS. 

1.  No;  I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  <'  dollar  of  smallest  pnroliasing  power,' 
and  never  claimed  to  be.  The  dollar  we  seek  to  establish  is  a  doUir 
that  shall  approach  as  near  as  possible  to  constancy  of  porchasing 
power;  that  shall  mean  as  nearly  as  can  be  the  same  eqaivalent  of 
products  yesterday,  to  day,  and  to-morrow,  and  not,  as  the  gold  standard 
provides,  one  that  continually  increases  in  pnrchasing  power. 

2.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  higher  prices  that  result  firom  scarcity  of  prod- 
uct, and  therefore  am  not  glad  that  our  laboring  people  had  to  pay 
higher  prices  for  bread  and  meat,  while  having  no  more  money  tliaii 
before  to  buy  with.  Please  remember  that  it  is  you,  not  I,  that  is 
defending  the  present  system^  under  which  the  farmer  can  not  get 
higher  prices  than  for  many  years  past  except  at  the  expense  of  tiie 
poor  man's  necessities,  and  under  which  the  consumption  of  wheat  has 
in  a  few  years  declined  firom  over  6  bushels  per  capita  to  a  little  oyer 

3  bushels,  even  at  the  low  prices. 

3.  As  1  do  not  categorically  answer  No.  2  affirmativelv,  I  am  not 
obliged  to  answer  No.  3  at  all,  but  I  have  already  answered  it  substan- 
tially in  answering  No  2. 

4, 6,  and  6.  These  questions  are  all  founded  upon  the  unwarranted 
assumption  that  laborers  are  benefited  by  falling  prices  and  by  a  dollar 
that  constantly  calls  for  more  and  more  of  the  products  of  their  labor, 
whereas  every  member  of  an  organized  labor  assembly  can  tell  yon  that 
when  prices  are  falling  money  will  not  engage  in  entiurprise;  that  whcai 
money  runs  away  from  productive  employment  it  ceases  to  employ  labor- 
ers ;  that  laborers  out  of  a  job  can  not  buy  products,  however  low  the  prices 
may  be;  that  money  seeking  investment  at  making  things  causes  several 
jobs  to  seek  one  laborer,  and  wages  go  up ;  that  money  idle  because  fiJIing 
prices  forbid  it  to  be  risked  means  several  laborers  seeking  one  job,  and 
wages  go  down  or  cease  entirely;  that  labor  has  always  been  able,  at 
least  for  the  last  generation,  since  it  has  been  well  organized,  to  secure 
for  itself  in  increased  wages  a  share  of  advancing  prices;  that  while  by 
combination  labor  can  prevent  to  a  considerable  extent  a  fall  of  per 
diem  wages  as  an  accompaniment  of  falling  prices,  it  is  powerless  to 
increase  the  number  of  days  of  work;  that  statistics  of  day  wages  that 
do  not  mention  the  days'  work  lost  are  misleading;  that  if  a  man's 
wages  are  $2  a  day  and  he  gets  one  day's  work  a  week,  his  wages  are 
really  $2  a  week ;  that  a  laboring  man  pays  debts  with  his  surplus,  and 
even  assuming  the  alleged  doubling  of  his  expenses  (which  we  deny,  for 
prices  would  not  double  nor  anything  like  it)  under  bimetidlisiD,  he 
could  look  with  some  degree  of  equanimity  upon  an  account  like  this: 
On  gold  standard:  Wages,  $1  a  day;  expenses,  75  oents;  surplus,  25 
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ints;  mortgage  on  little  home,  $500;  Damber  of  days'  work  to  pay  off 
ortgage,  2,000.  UDder  bimetallism:  Wages,  $2  a  day;  expenses^  91.50; 
irplns,  50  cents;  nnmber  of  days'  work  to  pay  off  the  mortgage,  1,000; 
3t  saving  to  laborer  in  paying  his  mortgage  under  bimetallism,  1,000 
Ays'  work.  The  laboring  men  know,  what  evidently  yon  do  not,  that 
le  established  facts,  as  shown  by  reliable  data  (not  the  partial  and 
Dctored  ones  of  the  Aldrich  report,  which  have  been  laughed  out  of 
)anteuance  by  the  competent  statistical  authority  of  the  world),  are 
lat  onder  bimetallism  wages  rose  in  the  United  States  from  1860  to 
373  about  53  per  cent,  and  under  the  gold  standard  have  fallen  since 
S73  BO  as  to  leave  the  net  gain  over  1860  only  46  per  cent,  and  that 
v'ery  body  of  organized  labor  in  the  world  has  declared  again  and 
gain  for  the  restoration  of  silver  to  the  money  rights  of  gold. 

7.  This  has  been  already  substantially  answered.  When  you  are 
ble  to  show  that  high  prices  result  from  having  less  money  you  will 
e  able  to  reconcile  your  gold  standard  with  agricultural  prosperity. 
Ve  seek  a  money  system  that  will  make  producers  prosperous,  or  rather 
bat  will  permit  them  to  make  themselves  so,  as  a  normal  and  regular 
bing  and  not  as  a  result  of  accident.  Had  it  not  been  for  foreign 
iinine  and  calamity  your  system  would  have  injured  the  grower  of 
rheat  iu  1897  as  it  has,  with  almost  uninterrupted  regularity,  injured 
im  since  1873. 

But  you  are  bold  enough  to  venture  into  the  catechising  business  on 
our  own  account,  and  you  propound  editorially  the  following  questions : 

1.  Do  you  believe  that,  under  free  and  independent  coinage  of  silver  at  16  to  1, 
tie  parity  with  gold  can  be  maintained  f 

2.  Assuming  that  you  do,  if  the  United  States  is  thus  able  to  make  a  40-oent  silver 
oUar  worth  100  cents  in  gold,  what  reason  is  there  to  prevent  exercise  of  the  Gov- 
mment's  powers  so  that  a  paper  dollar,  worth  a  fraction  of  a  cent,  may  be  made 
rorth  100  cents  in  gold  f 

3.  If  the  parity  can  not  be  maintained,  will  the  result  be  otherwise  than  to  fasten 
be  silver  standard  on  the  country  f  Is  the  silver  standard  preferable  to  the  goldf 
^at  wiU  become  of  gold  if  we  have  the  silver  standard  f 

4.  If  the  present  gold  dollar  is  a  200-cent  dollar,  what  will  the  silver  dollar  be  when 
t  is  maintained  under  free  coinage  at  equality  with  goldf 

5.  WiU  free  coinage  reduce  the  value  of  all  gold,  or  more  than  double  the  value  of 
i\l  the  Silver  in  the  world  f  If  the  former,  whom  will  it  injure  f  If  the  latter,  whom 
*iU  it  benefit;  the  people  or  the  mine  owners f  How  will  it  increase  the  puicha^ 
iug  power  of  the  silver  dollar,  which  now  passes  for  a  gold  dollar  f 

ANSWERS. 

1.  To  be  sore  I  do. 

2.  Bo  reason  on  earth  except  the  practical  difficulty  of  regulating 
the  quantity  of  the  issue.  It  may  be  news  to  you,  but  there  is  practi- 
cally no  dissent  from  the  proposition  I  have  just  stated  among  the 
standard  economic  authorities  of  the  world.  Henry  Dunning  McLeod, 
next  to  Giffen  the  ablest  English  champion  of  your  gold  standard, 
Hays:  "There  is  ideally  no  difference  in  principle  between  a  metallic 
and  a  paper  currency,  only  one  depends  upon  a  wider  basis  of  credit  or 
of  acceptance  than  the  other.''  Said  the  great  Lord  Overstone:  "In 
Adopting  a  paper  circulation  we  must  unavoidably  depend  for  a  main- 
teDance  of  its  due  value  upon  the  adoption  of  a  strict  and  judicious 
rale  for  the  regulation  of  its  amount."  Paulus,  the  ablest  of  Justinian's 
uriscon suits,  wrote  into  the  Pandects,  over  twelve  centuries  ago,  the 
bllowing:  "  Its  (money's)  power  of  acquisition  depends  not  on  its  sub- 
itance,  but  on  its  quantity."  Not  to  be  tedious  in  multiplying  what  to 
'ou  will  seem  revelations,  unless  your  mental  audacity  is  such  as  to 


4  THE   CURRENCY   QUESTION. 

encoarage  yotL  to  insult  tbe  greatest  names  in  political  science,  bot 
^liich,  to  men  of  any  information,  are  common]3laces,  I  will  add  odIj 
one  more  citation.  It  is  from  Jevons,  one  of  the  greatest  thinkers  of 
the  century,  a  gold- standard  man,  in  his  Money  and  tbe  Mechanism 
of  Exchange:  *' There  is  plenty  of  evidence  to  prove  that  an  incon- 
vertible paper  money,  if  carefully  limited  in  quantity,  can  retain  ite 
full  value.  Such  was  the  case  with  the  Bank  of  England  notes  for  sev- 
eral years  after  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  1797,  and  snchis 
tbe  case  with  the  present  notes  of  the  Bank  of  France."  Iiet  me  add 
that  the  Bank  of  England  now  floats  about  £16,000,000  ($80,000,000)  of 
notes  in  uncovered  paper,  not  resting  on  a  specie  reserve;  and  the  Eng-  | 
lish  commission  on  the  Indian  currency  (Lord  HerschePs,  ISHiS)  meo-  j 
tions  that  a  few  years  ago  the  inconvertible  paper  of  Brasdl  was  for  j 
some  time  at  a  considerable  premium  over  gold.  What  do  you  say  to 
thatf 

But  you  speak  of  ^^a  40-cent  silver  dollar."  I  know  of  no  such  dol- 
lar; do  you!  Do  you  dare  to  call  our  present  silver  dollar  a  40-ceDt 
dollar  f  And  do  you  desire  to  contend,  before  the  common  sense  of  yooi 
readers,  that  to  give  to  silver  bullion  the  right,  now  denied  to  it,  to 
go  into  the  mint  as  bullion  and  come  out  as  money  empowered  to 
pay  debts  and  do  business  to  the  extent  of  billions  of  dollars  a  year 
in  this  country  would  not  make  that  bullion  worth  any  more  than  it 
isnowt 

3.  The  parity  can  be  maintained,  as  I  attempted  to  show  in  my  speeeli 
the  other  evening.  It  would  not,  however,  be  difficult,  if  space  and 
leisure  permitted,  to  show,  not  to  you,  but  to  open-minded  men,  that 
even  assuming  what  you  call  <^  the  silver  standard"  to  be  established  in 
the  United  States  we  should  be  far  more  prosperous  than  we  can  here- 
after be  if  the  gold  standard  is  to  continue.  Both  Giffen  and  Jevons 
declared  that  Germany  made  a  mistake  in  displacing  her  silver  stand- 
ard. Bismarck  has  said  the  same  thing.  Contrast  the  unexampled 
progress  of  Mexico  and  Japan  for  the  last  twenty  years,  on  the  <^ silver 
standard,"  with  the  condition  of  Turkey  and  Portugal  on  the  gold 
standard. 

4.  A  100-cent  dollar,  of  course.  Silver  bullion  will  rise  and  gold 
bullion  will  fall,  and  parity  will  be  reached  at  100  cents. 

5.  My  answer  to  No.  4  answers  the  greater  part  of  this.  Such  a  con- 
summation would  be  fair  to  everybody,  both  debtor  and  creditor.  Try 
to  get  rid  of  the  notion  that  we  want  to  rob  somebody.  Association 
with  the  gold  standard  seems  to  have  corrupted  you,  and  you  appear 
unable  to  assign  any  but  a  selfish  and  cruel  motive  for  the  advocacy  of 
an  honest  money  measure.  Bear  in  mind  that  it  is  not  necessary,  in 
order  to  maintain  parity,  that  we  '<  double  the  value  of  all  the  silver  in 
the  world."  Most  of  such  silver  is  now  in  circulation  as  token  or 
limited  money  and  at  a  valuation  from  3  to  7  per  cent  above  the  pro- 
posed mint  relation  of  16  to  1.  The  amount  to  be  acted  on  by  the 
accelerated  demand  would  be  far  below  the  needs  of  the  commerce  that 
to-day  mankind  would  gladly  be  busy  at  if  only  the  money  they  foolishly 
insist  on  limiting  themselves  by  were  made  adequate  to  their  capacities. 
There  is  very  grave  reason  to  fear  that  instead  of  too  much  silver  we 
should  find  too  little  to  meet  the  demand.  No,  there  is  no  trouble  aboat 
the  parity  between  gold  and  silver  if  our  stupendous  demand  for  money 
is  permitted  to  base  itself  with  equal  use  and  privilege  upon  both 
metals. 

Now,  A[r.  Editor,  having  accepted  your  invitation,  or  defiance,  which- 
ever you  choose  to  call  it,  and  answered  both  sets  of  your  questions, 
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allow  me  again  to  ask  yoar  attention  to  the  following,  which  up  to  date 
not  a  gold-standard  newspaper  has  tried  to  answer: 

1.  Are  yoa  in  favor  of  the  dollar  of  greatest  purchasing  power  f 

2.  Are  you  glad  that  in  18D7  certain  American  farmers  received  a  higher  price  than 
nsiial  in  many  years  for  their  wheat  f 

3.  If  you  answer  No.  2  affirmatively,  explain  to  your  readers  why  yoa  are  glad  that 
your  dollar  in  1897  had  less  purchasing  power  iu  wheat  than  usual. 

4.  If  it  was  a  good  thing  that  the  farmer  got  a  high  price  for  his  wheat,  would  it 
not  have  been  a  still  better  thing  if  he  could  have  received  higher  prices  for  his  hay, 
corn,  oats,  cotton,  fruit,  hops,  and  other  farm  products  f 

5.  If  it  would  have  bccu  a  good  thing  for  the  farmer  to  receive  higher  prices, 
-would  it  not  have  been  also  a  good  thing  for  all  other  producers  to  receive  higher 
prices  for  their  products? 

6.  Explain  to  your  readers  how  there  can  be  a  general  rise  in  the  average  level  of 
prioee  without  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  quantity  of  material — ^that  is,  money, 
In  which  prioes  are  measured. 

Ohas.  a.  Iowiix. 
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IMPROVING  MUSKINGUM  RIVER,  OHIO. 


LETTER 

FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRANSMITTINO 

C^OPY  OF  A  COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  8ECRETAR7  OF  WAR 
SUBMITTINa  AN  ESTIMATE  OF  APPROPRIATION  FOR  IMPROV- 
INO  MnSKJNOUM  RIVER,  OHIO. 


7,  1898.— Beferred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Tbeasubt  Department, 

Office  of  the  Secbetaby, 
Washington  J  J).  0.,  April  6j  1898. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of 
Oongress,  copy  of  a  couimunication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the 
^th  ioBtant,  sabmittiug  an  estimate  of  appropriation  for  improving 
MoskiDgum  Biver,  Ohio,  $6,000. 

I^pectfully,  yours,  L.  J.  Oage, 

Secretary. 

The  President  of  the  Senate. 


Wab  Department, 

Washington^  April  5, 1898. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  for  transmission  to  Oon- 
gress,  estimate  ($6,000)  of  appropriation  for  <<  Improving  Mnakingnm 
Biver,  Ohio,"  for  repairing  and  extending  the  levee  at  Zanesville,  Ohio. 
Very  respectfnlly, 

E.  A.  ALaEB,  Secretary  of  War. 

The  SEOBBTABf  OF  THE  TBEASUBT. 


over  it«  top,  and  the  city  and  county  officials  now  desire  to  be  informed  as  to 
will  be  done  by  the  United  States  toward  repairing  the  breaks,  raisioK  t 
embankment  to  correspond  with  height  of  the  1888  flood,  and  extending  it  fi 
upstream. 

The  claim  is  made  that  the  embankment  is  properly  part  of  the  Muskingum 
improvements,  ceded  to  the  General  Government  by  the  State  of  Ohio  in  189/ 
should  be  maintained  alon^  with  the  other  work.  But  its  maintenanoe  is  not  i 
sary  to  tlie  interest  of  navigation,  and  the  protection  from  inundation  afford 
raising  the  embankment  is  questionable,  as  the  section  of  city  waa  overflowi 
back  water  from  the  pool  below  diun  before  the  upper  pool  was  at  a  level  wil 
present  top  of  levee. 

The  actual  injury  by  the  recent  flood  is  estimated  at  about  $100,  but  the  e 
raising  the  embankment  to  the  height  now  desired  by  the  city  and  oounty  is  estii 
at  about  $6,000. 

In  my  own  opinion,  the  cost  of  such  work  should  properly  fall  upon  the  ei^ 
other  persons  owning  the  property  in  its  rear;  but  I  submit  the  facts  to  yonr  o( 
eration,  as  1  understand  tnat  Congressional  aid  is  being  asked  in  the  matter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  BlXBT, 

Major ^  Corp9  of  Brngmemtf  U.  & 
Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Wilson. 

Chi^  of  Engineera,  United  SUUe$  Army,  Waahimgion,  D.  €L 


^5th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  j  Document 

2d  Sessitm,      )  (    No.  229. 


EQUITABLE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  WATERS  OF  THE  RIO 

GRANDE. 


MESSAGE 

FROM  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TRANSHITTINQ, 

Bt  RBSPON8E  TO  RB80LUTI0N  OF  THB  SENATE  OF  FEBRUARY 
26,  1898.  REPORTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE.  THE  SEC- 
RETARY OF  VSTAR,  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR,  AND 
THE  ATTORNEY-OENERAI*.  WITH  ACCOMPANYINO  PAPERS. 
RELATIVE  TO  THE  EQUITABLE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  WATERS 
OF  THE  RIO  GRANDE  RIVER. 


^X>RIL  7,  ISdS. — Read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered 

to  be  printed. 


^  the  Senate: 

In  resjwnse  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  February  26,  1898, 
guesting  the  President — 

^  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  proceed- 
^^  of  the  international  commission  authorized  in  the  concurrent  resolntion  of 
ingress  of  April  twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  and  a  subsequent 
ntemational  conyention  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  of  May  sixth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  also  the  correspondence  relating  thereto 
>nth  Mexico  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  Department  of  War,  and  Depart- 
Dient  of  Justice,  as  well  as  the  Department  of  State,  relating  to  the  equitable  dis- 
"^bntion  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  River,  including  the  draft  pf  an 
incomplete  treaty  between  said  Gk)yernmeni«),  negotiated  between  the  late  Secre- 
^  of  State,  Mr.  OIney,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  and  Mr.  Romero  on  the 
liart  of  Mexico,  and  all  the  correspondence  between  said  officials  relating  thereto — 

1  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the  Attorney-General,  with 
accompanying  papers. 

William  McKinley. 
Executive  Mansion,  April  7, 1898. 


The  President: 

The  undersigned  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the 
President,  with  a  view  to  their  transmission  to  Congress,  copies  of 
the  correspondence  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Feb- 


xveBpecLiuuy  Buumii^i^eu. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  ^,  1898. 


John  She: 


CORRESPONDENCE  TOUCHING  THE  PROTEST  OF  MI 
CITIZENS  AGAINST  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  DAI 
BY  THE  RIO  GRANDE  DAM  AND  IRRI- 
GATION COMPANY. 

Mexican  Lboatioi 
Washington^  August  J^ 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that 
received  instructions  from  the  Mexican  Government  to  so 
the  United  States  Government  a  petition,  signed  on  the  22d 
last,  presented  by  Don  Andres  Horcasitas,  attorney  of  the  inh 
of  Paso  del  Norte,  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  in  which,  appealing 
cle  VII  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  of  February  2, 
Article  I,  last  clause  of  the  treaty  of  December  30, 1853;  to  Ai 
of  the  convention  of  November  12,  1884,  and  to  Article  V  of 
vention  of  March  1,  1889,  he  requests  the  Mexican  Govern: 
recommend  to  the  United  States  Government  the  susx>ensi€ 
work  in  the  Rio  Bravo  by  the  Rio  Grande  Irrigation  Compai 
ited. 

As  the  Mexican  Government  considers  the  petition  of  the 
ants  of  Paso  del  Norte  well  founded,  it  has  instructed  me  to  t 
it  to  you  with  the  recommendation  that  the  orders  requested  1 
inhabitants  be  issued. 

I  therefore  inclose  a  copy  of  Sefior  Horcasitas's  x>6tition  ; 
documents  accompanying  it. 
Accept,  etc.. 
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rithin  as  short  a  time  as  possible,  at  that  city,  of  an  international  dam  to  remedy 
he  distressing  situation  in  which  the  towns  on  that  part  of  the  frontier  are  placed, 
•wing  to  the  scarcity  of  water,  which  at  certain  periods  of  the  year  amounts  to 
ntire  deprivation.  At  the  same  time  it  was  stated  in  that  document  that  in 
•rder  that  the  said  dam  may  benefit  all  the  inhabitants  of  Cindad  Juarez,  a  special 
ommission  will  have  to  take  charge  of  the  fair  distribution  of  the  water  accumu- 
ated  by  it,  and  that  the  said  dam  should  be  constructed  at  the  ezx>ense  of  the 
Jnited  States  Treasury,  as  the  imminent  ruin  threatening  the  inhabitants  of  that 
ity  is  caused  by  the  immoderate  use  made  of  the  water  of  the  Rio  Grande  in  the 
kates  of  Colorado  and  New  Mexico,  it  being  an  indisputable  principle  that  '*It  is 
lot  lawful  for  the  United  States  of  the  nortn,  as  possessing  the  upper  part  of  the 
3rayo,  to  construct  within  any  part  of  its  territory  any  work  absorbing  the  waters 
>f  the  river  to  the  injury  of  those  dwelling  on  the  lower  part;"  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  this  principle,  the  Mexican  Government  has  the  right  to  prevent  the 
xmstruction  of  such  works,  and  works  of  the  nature  of  that  asked  for  by  the 
nhabitants  of  Cindad  Juarez  can  only  be  executed  by  common  agreement  between 
^e  two  nations. 

The  department  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  address  myself  is  advocating  with 
its  usual  energy  the  petition  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  the  negotiations  between 
>ur  Gk>vemment  and  that  of  the  United  States  have  arrived  at  such  a  point  that  a 
M)mmission  composed  of  engineers  of  both  nationalities  has  been  appointed  which 
is  to  be  chiurged  with  making  a  technical  study  of  the  project,  in  order  that,  after 
seeing  it  and  after  receiving  reports  from  the  commissions,  the  two  nations  may 
lecide  by  common  ^spreement  what  steps  are  to  be  taken. 

But  the  efforts  which  our  Government,  efUciently  seconded  bv  that  of  the  United 
states,  has  made  to  remedy  the  critical  situation  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  Cindad 
lnarez  are  placed  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water  would  be  entirely  fruitless  if,  in 
iddition  to  the  forty  oams  now  existmg  in  the  State  of  Coloraao,  which  have 
uhausted  the  water  of  the  Rio  Bravo  at  that  city  to  such  an  extent  that  at  certain 
seriods  it  does  not  contain  a  single  drop,  the  company  entitled  **  The  Rio  Grande 
Irrigation  and  Land  Company,  Limited,''  should  be  permitted  to  construct  a  dam, 
ks  it  proposes,  near  Elepnant  Butte  in  New  Mexico,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  pros- 
>ectu8  which  I  duly  inclose  in  English  with  a  Spanish  translation  and  by  the 
tjnopsis  of  that  prospectus  made  by  the  El  Paso  Herald  of  the  11th  instant,  by 
liree  blank  forms  of  application  for  shares,  and  by  copies  of  two  letters  which  I 
tlso  inclose  with  their  respective  translations. 

If  the  proposed  Boyd  dam  is  built,  the  international  dam  which  the  inhabitants 
if  Cindad  Juarez  have  petitioned  for  as  the  only  remedy  for  their  already  desper- 
ate situation  will  be  rendered  useless,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  accumulation 
^t  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Bravo  at  the  former  dam  will  not  leave  even  a  small 
inantity  for  the  second  dam,  and  my  clients  will  find  themselves  subjected  to  the 
Luavoidable  necessity  of  abandoning  their  homes  or  of  buying  the  water  which  is 
o  indispensable  to  their  existence  at  the  price  that  any  si)eculating  company  may 
tepleased  to  fix. 

The  foregoing  statement  and  the  provisions  of  Article  VII  of  the  Treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  concluded  February  2,  1848,  of  Article  I,  last  clause,  of  the 
featy  of  December  30, 1853,  of  Article  III  of  the  convention  of  November  12, 1884, 
nd  of  Article  I,  fifth  and  last  clause,  of  the  convention  of  March  1, 1889,  which 
Uressly  provide  that  all  kinds  of  works  constructed  in  the  Bravo  del  Norte  and 
folorado  rivers  affecting  the  frontier  line,  or  such  as  are  prohibted  by  the  conven- 
fon  of  1884  or  the  treaty  of  1848,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  examination  and  deci- 
ion  of  the  International  Boundary  Commission,  furnish  me  with  sufficient  grounds 
^r  requesting  your  well-known  justice,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cindad 
Harez,  that  you  will  be  pleasea  to  call  upon  the  United  States  Government  to 
(lopt  such  measures  as  may  be  in  its  power  to  put  a  stop  to  the  works  undertaken 
y  the  Rio  Grande  Irrigation  and  Land  Company,  Limited,  for  the  construction 
F  the  Boyd  dam,  as  this  matter  should  be  submitted  to  the  study  of  the  boundary 
commissions  of  the  two  nations. 

In  view  of  what  has  been  stated  and  of  the  weighty  arguments  and  information 
ppearing  in  former  conmiunications  relative  to  the  international  dam  for  which 
have  x)etitioned  in  the  name  of  my  clients,  I  beg  you  to  have  the  goodness  to 
btain  from  the  President  the  necessary  decree  relating  to  my  request  in  the  present 
^mmunication,  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  Cindad  Juarez  will  receive  justice 
tid  special  favor. 
Mexico,  June  22, 1896. 

Andres  Horcasitas. 
A  true  copy- 
Mexico,  July  23, 1896. 

M.  ASPIROZ. 
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Las  Cruceb,  N.  Hex.,  Jidy  l«^  i 
Hon.  S.  B.  Newcomb,  City, 

My  Dear  Sir:  Replying  to  yonr  reqneet  for  a  copy  of  thepatent  or  appn 
the  application  for  right  of  way  and  reservoir  site  for  the  Eoephant  Batte 
voir  of  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company,  which  application  wt 
by  me  on  behalf  of  said  company,  will  say: 

I  have  to-day  examined  the  records  of  the  Las  Cmces  land  office  and  fin 
the  only  *  *  patent "  consists  of  the  words  *  *  Department  of  the  Interior,  Washi 
D.  C,  February  1, 1895.  Approved,  subject  to  any  valid  existing  rights. 
Smith,  Secretary,"  written  upon  the  copy  of  the  map  of  said  reservoir  file 
the  application,  and  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  QenenX  Land 
February  11, 1895,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  inclose. 

I  have  a  copy  of  the  application  as  originally  made,  and,  I  think,  of  all 
quent  a^davits  and  statements  made  to  i>erfect  the  application,  as  well 
statements  filed  in  Sierra  County,  nnder  the  Territorial  law  to  secure  righl 
water.    If  you  wish  these,  I  can  furnish  you  copies. 

The  map  and  field  notes  show  distinctly  what  right  of  way  is  granted. 
Respectfully, 

W.E.Bi 


Department  of  the  Interior,  General  Land  Offio 

Wiishington,  D.  C,  Fd)ruary  11^ 
Register  and  Receiver, 

IjOs  Cruces,  N,  Mex. 

Sirs:  There  is  herewith  transmitted  a  copy  of  a  map  approved  by  the  he 
Secretary  February  1, 1895,  under  sections  18  to  21,  act  of  March  3, 1891 C 
1095) ,  and  two  sets  field  notes  showing  the  Elephant  Butte  Reservoir  filea 
office  by  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  map  you  will  make  the  proper  notations  upon  ; 
ords  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  paragraph  26,  circular  of  rebr 
1894,  reporting  such  action  to  this  office. 

Advise  the  company  hereof. 

Very  respectfully,  Edw.  A.  Boweb 

Assistant  Commisi 

Notation  made  and  report  sent  up  May  11, 1895. 


PROSPECTUS. 

[Private  and  oonfidential.] 

Sufficient  of  this  issue  having  been  guaranteed,  the  directors  will  pr 
allotment  on  or  before  the day  of  April,  1896. 

Rio  Grande  Irrigation  and  Land  Company,  Limited.    Incorporated  ir 
companies  acts,  1862  to  1898,  by  which  the  liability  of  the  shareholders  is 
Capital,  £500,000,  in  100,000  8  per  cent  cumulative  preference  shares  of 
and  400,000  ordinar^r  shares  of  £1  each. 

Issue  of  £100,000  in  8  per  cent  cumulative  preference  shares  of  £1  ei 
£100,000  in  ordinary  shares  of  £1  each.  Payable,  2s.  6d.  on  application;  7 
allotment,  and  the  balance  as  required. 

The  preference  share  issue  is  preferential  both  as  to  capital  and  dividei 
after  8  per  cent  has  been  paid  on  the  ordinary  shares,  ranks  pari  passa  si 
share  with  the  ordinary  shares  in  the  surplus  annual  profits. 

Issue  of  1,000  first-mortgage  debentures  of  £50  each  (part  of  authorized 
£100,000) ,  bearing  interest  at  5  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  hsJf-yearly  oi 
day  of  January  and  the  1st  day  of  Jul^  in  each  year.  Redeemable  at  £^ 
Ist  of  January,  1916,  or  previously  on  six  months*  notice. 

The  debentures  are  offered  at  £52  10s.  per  £50  debenture  bond,  payabl 
lows:  £5  on  application,  £5  on  allotment,  £7  10s.  one  month  after  allotm 
three  months  after  allotment,  and  £25  six  months  after  allotment;  total, 

The  debentures  will  be  secured  by  a  trust  deed  creating  a  first  mortgage: 
of  the  trustee  for  the  debenture  holders  on,  first,  certain  exclusive  pririlt 
franchises  granted  bjr  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America 
creation  of  dams,  weirs,  ditch  heads,  canals,  and  other  works  in  conDecti 
irrigation  and  right  of  appropriating  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande;  see 
damsy  weirs,  ditch  heads,  canals,  and  reservoirs,  and  otiier  irrigation  woi 
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stracted.  In  addition  thereto  debenture  holders  will  farther  be  secured  by  a 
king  charge  created  by  the  said  trust  deed  on  all  the  other  assets  of  the  com- 
y.  both  present  and  future,  including  (a)  the  lands  which  shall  hereafter  be 
liied  m  exchange  for  water  rights,  the  plant  and  contracts,  and  the  unsold 
sr  rights  for  the  time  being;  (b)  the  income  derived  from  water  rents  and  other 

■C€8. 

the  trust  deed  provision  will  be  made  for  a  sinking  fund  sufficient  to  redeem 
^^bentnres  at  maturity,  or  whenever  prior  thereto  they  may  be  paid  off  as 
^ded  in  the  said  trust  aeed;  and  a  sum  adequate  for  the  payment  of  interest 
^0  years  from  January  1, 1896,  a  period  deemed  fully  ample  for  construction, 
be  invested  in  consols  by  the  vendor  company,  in  the  name  of  the  trustee  for 
debenture  holders. 

^"Qstee  for  the  debenture  holders:  The  National  Safe  Deposit  Ck>mpany,  Limited, 
Qxiis  of  Tweeddale  (chairman),  1  Queen  Victoria  street,  Mansion  Honse, 
aon,  E.  C. 

tf^of«.— The  Bight  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Winchilsea  and  Nottingham,  Haver- 
zie  Priory,  Sleaford;  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Clanmorris,  Bangor  Castle,  Belfast; 
"d  Ernest  W.  Hamilton,  Coates  Castie,  Pulborough,  Sussex;  Robert  J.  Price, 
P.,  104  Sloane  street,  S.  W.;  Col.  W.  J.  Engledue,  Petersham  Place,.  Byfleet 
^  H.  E.  and  late  an  engineer  in  chief  and  manager  Indian  State  railways) ; 
Ui  Ferguson,  14  St.  Gorge's  Square,  S.  W.  (Ramage  &  Ferguson,  Limited), 
powner  and  shipbuilder,  Leith;  Nathan  E.  Boyd,'  Kilmarnock  House,  Kenley, 
^y  (president  Mesilla  Valley  Irrigation  Colony,  New  Mexico);  R.  Chetham- 
ode,'  Fairholme,  Pinner,  Middlesex. 

^xxU  directors. — The  Hon.  W.  T.  Thornton  (governor  of  New  Mexico);  Edwin 
Roberts  (director  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company,  United  States 
America):  Joshua  S.  Reynolds  (president  First  National  Bank,  El  Paso,  Tex.); 
in  M.  Yair  (director  Mesilla  Valley  Fruit  and  Vine  Growing  Company,  Lim- 
I);  Henry  D.  Bowman  (Bowman  &  Sons,  bankers,  Las  duces,  N.  Mex.). 
^nkers.—The  R^al  Bank  of  Scotland,  St.  Andrew  Square,  Edinburgh,  123 
bops^te  street  Within,  London,  E.  C.,  and  branches  (for  the  company). 
Brs.  Brown,  Janson  &  (Jo.,  32  Abchurch  lane,  London,  E.  C.  (for  the  trustee). 
ocal  bankers, — First  National  Bank,  El  Paso,  Tex.;  Bowman  &  Sons,  Las 
068,  N.  Mex. 

rof^s, — Messrs.  R.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  10  Throgmorton  avenue,  and  Stock 
hange,  London,  E.  C;  Mr.  J.  Souter  Sanderson,  10a  North  St.  David  street. 
Stock  Exchange,  Edinburgh;  Mr.  Douglas  Caimey,  45  West  Nile  street,  and 
k  Exchange,  Glasgow;  Messrs.  Marsland  &  C^ew,  4  St.  Ann's  square,  and 
k  Exchange,  Manchester;  Messrs.  Godfrey  &  Laws,  12  Mount  Stuart  square. 
Jiff. 
tidt7ar8.— Messrs.  Ford,  Rhodes  &  Ford,  81  Cannon  street,  London,  E.  C. 

nser.— John  L.  Campbell,  C.  E. 
orslto  the  company). — Messrs.  Nicholson,  Graham  &:  Graham,  24  Cole- 
street,  London,  E.  C.;  Messrs.  Davis.  Beall  &  Kemp,  El  Paso,  Tex. 
iidtors  {to  the  vendor  company), — Messrs.  Minet,  Pering,  Smith  &  Co.,  81 
ion  street,  London,  E.  C.  • 

Iidtors  (to  the  trustee).— Meesn.  Ashurst,  Morris,  Crisp  &  Co.,  17  Throgmor- 
ivenue,  London,  E.  C. 

igistered  office  of  the  company. — 34  Victoria  street,  Westminster. 
cretary  {pro  tempore). —S.  P.  Allison. 

PROSPECTUS. 

lis  company  has  been  formed  to  acquire,  by  lease  and  assignment,  the  fran* 
i  rights,  water  rights,  right  of  appropriating  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande 
ited  States  of  America),  contracts,  properties,  and  undertaking  of  the  Rio 
ade  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company,  and  for  the  purposes  of  irrigating,  coloniz- 
and  improving  the  lands  in  the  famous  Rio  Grande  Valley,  between  Engle, 
[ex.,  and  Fort  Quitman,  Tex. 

le  vendor  company  was  incorporated  in  1893,  under  the  laws  of  New  Mexico, 
(ed  States  of  America,  to  construct  irrigation  works  and  consolidate  under 
xrporate  body  certain  irrigation  rights  and  interests  in  the  Rio  Grande  Val- 
in  southern  New  Mexico  and  El  Paso  County,  Tex. 

the  Rio  Grande  Valley  the  inexhaustible  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  capabilities 
rrigatiu^  with  the  fertilizing  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande— the  Nile  of  Ajnerica — 
lined  with  the  exceptionally  fine  climate,  so  peculiarly  adapted  to  fruit  and 


'  Shareholders  in  and  representing  the  vendor  company. 
8.  Uoc    Sit i6 


«r  , -—J 


The  completion  of  the  company's  system  of  canals  will  bring  230,000 
valley  lands  nnder  ditch,  and  by  the  constrnction  of  the  high-leTel  cam 
300,000  acres  of  magnificent  mesa  (low-lying  table  lands)  can  be  irrigated 
engineer's  report. ) 

The  amount  of  fertile  allnvial  lands  capable  of  being  irrigated  by  the  coa 
canals,  when  completed,  is  only  limited  by  the  flow  of  the  Bio  Graude,  y 
one  of  the  largest  of  the  American  rivers.  Though  the  greatest  flow  of  t 
occurs  during  the  months  of  April,  May,  June,  and  July,  just  when  the  ( 
and  vineyards  most  require  irrigation,  the  storage  of  water  is  necessitated 
the  minimum  flow  of  the  river  generally  occurs  about  the  end  of  the  crop{ 
son,  when  some  irrigation  is  still  requisite,  and  because  an  adequate  si 
water  must  also  be  insured  for  irrigation  in  the  early  spring,  when  the  rive 

The  vendor  company  has  secured,  under  United  States  Federal  law,  i 
feasible  reservoir  site  on  the  Rio  Grande  in  southern  New  Mexico,  and  \ 
pletion  of  the  storage  dam  at  Elephant  Butte  will  create  the  largest  artifi* 
m  the  world  (11,036,722,000  cubic  feet)  at  a  cost  of  4s.  9d.  per  acre-foot  (ci 
as  compared  with  the  cost  of  the  Sweetwater  Dam  (Caufomia),  £8  10b 
acre-foot;  the  Merced  Valley  Dam  (California),  £5  lOs.  lOd.;  Castlewo 
(Colorado),  £7  10s.  4d.  per  acre-foot.     (Vide  the  engineer's  report) 

In  acquiring  this  splendid  natural  reservoir  site  the  company  will  obi 
trol  of  the  entire  flow  of  the  Bio  Grande  in  southern  New  Mexico,  the  oi 
tical  means  of  irrigating  what  is  now  considered  to  be  the  finest  fruit  i 
country  in  the  United  States. 

In  controlling  the  water  the  company  will,  to  a  great  extent,  control  tli 
ble  lands. 

Many  of  the  owners  of  irrigable  lands  in  the  valley  have  already  contr 
convey  to  the  vendor  company  one-half  of  their  limds  in  return  for  water ; 
the  other  half,  and  to  pay  a  water  rent  of  $1.50  (66.)  per  acre  per  annum  i 
acre  of  their  land  irrigated.  A  water  right  is  the  perpetual  right  to  ti 
water  for  irrigation  purposes  at  a  fixed  annual  rental  per  acre  irrigate*: 
inalienable  from  the  lana  to  which  the  water  right  pertains. 

Obviously  the  remaining  land  owners  must,  in  order  to  render  their  p: 
of  value,  concede  a  large  portion  of  their  luids  for  water  rights  or  pore 
said  water  rights,  at  the  ruling  rate,  from  the  company. 

By  exchanging  water  rights  for  lands  it  is  estimated  that  ihe  comp 
obtain  in  fee  simple  within  two  years  not  less  than  40,000  acres  of  irrigab 
lands,  and  by  constructing  the  proposed  high-level  canal  quite  two-thirc 
vast  mesa  lands  can  be  secured  oy  the  company  from  the  Government  ai 
owners  upon  even  more  advantageous  terms. 

The  mesa  lands,  like  the  valle;^'  lands,  are  alluvial  deposits,  level,  d 

readv  for  thn  nln-w.  f^nnnllv  aa  nnitAhln  for  frnit  And  vinA  nnltnra  aa  til 
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ay's  franchise  over  48,000  acres  of  valley  lands  have  already  been 
ditch.  At  $1.50  (6  shillings)  per  acre  per  annum  (the  minimnm 
Is  alone  will  give  an  income  of  £15,000  per  annum, 
npletion  of  the  dam,  weirs,  and  main  canal  the  company  does  not 
¥ater  rights  under  £10  per  acre,  and  water  rents  under  water  rights 
Lst  day  of  January,  1897,  will  in  all  probability  be  raised  to  not  less 
igs  per  acre  per  annum.  Under  the  Sweetwater  irrigation  system 
le  annual  water  rent  is  $3.50  (14  shillings)  per  acre,  and  lands  with 
tre  sold  for  £40  per  acre  more  than  lands  without  water  rightfi. 
ia  State  engineer's  official  report. ) 

bole  of  the  proposed  irrigation  works  are  carried  out  over  230,000 
lands  and  about  300,000  acres  of  mesa  lands  will  be  under  ditch, 
a  jtay  an  annual  water  rent  of  $1.50  (6  shillings)  per  acre  and  the 

0  (10  shillings)  per  acre,  and  allowing  that  two-tnirds  only  of  the 
be  irrigated  in  any  one  year,  the  company  will  derive  an  annual 

rater  rents  alone  of  £175,000. 

>f  £10  per  acre  for  water  rights  will  give  the  company  from  the  sale 
8  to,  say,  300,000  acres  £3,000,000.  The  net  return  per  acre  will  in 
be  much  higher,  as  many  landowners  are  at  present  unable  to  pay 
iving  one-half  their  lands  for  water  rights  to  the  other  half.  These 
e  readily  salable  at  from  £20  to  £50  i)er  acre  as  soon  as  under  ditch. 
f  the  irrigation  works  of  the  company  are  by  law  exempt  from  tax- 
Mirs. 

y  and  enterprise  and  the  cost  of  building  the  canals  and  a  solid 
le  and  concrete)  dam  have  been  exhaustively  investigated  and 
by  the  company's  engineer,  a  thoroughly  comi)etent  authority  in 
hydraulic  matters. 

's  estimates  for  construction  (allowing  for  contingencies,  see  reiK)rt) 
:  Main  dam  at  Elephant  Butte,  £52,398  198.  2d.;  dam  No.  2  (weir, 
5,807  la  8d.;  dam  No.  4  (ditch  head),  £4,095  6s.  3d.;  distributary 
gation  from  main  dam  to  lower  end  of  Mesilla  Valley  (see  map), 

B  been  received  by  the  vendor  company  from  reliable  and  well-known 
dch  show  that  the  main  portion  of  the  works  (the  portion  tendered 
»ctited  according  to  specincation  at  a  price  well  wlthm  the  engineer's 

Qts  herein  are  based  upon  reports  made  by  Col.  Anson  Mills,  United 
who  was  specially  deputed  by  the  United  States  Government  to 
>ct  of  damming  the  Rio  Qrande;  Maj.  J.  W.  Powell,  late  Director  of 
tes  ((Government)  Geological  Survey:  John  F.  Wielandy,  late  secre- 
State  board  of  agriculture;  Prof.  Hiram  Hadle^,  A.  M.,  president 
rnment)  College  of  Agriculture,  Lascruces,  Rio  Grande  Valley, 
t  L.  Campbell,  C.  E.t  E.  V.  Berrien,  esq.,  and  others, 
be  paid  to  the  vendor  company  for  its  franchise,  property,  rights, 
d  and  water  contracts,-  etc.,  has  been  fixed  at  £326,500,  payable, 
I,  and  £300,000  in  fuUy  paid  up  ordinary  shares  (out  of  which  the 
i  £5,000  in  consols,  for  payment  of  interests  on  debentures  during 
The  vendor  company  will  also  be  paid  the  premiums  received  on 
me  of  debentures.  The  vendor  company  will  pay  all  the  expenses 
)n  and  promotion  of  the  company  up  to  the  first  general  allotment, 
ihe  right  to  subscribe  for  any  i)ortion  of  the  share  capital  for  the 
subscribed  at  a  premium  of  one-eighth  per  share, 
itract  to  which  the  company  is  a  party  is  between  the  vendor  com- 
le  i>art  and  the  company  of  the  other  part,  and  dated  the  12th  day 
396,  relative  to  the  acquirement  of  the  vendor  company's  rights  and 
The  vendor  company  has  entered  into  contracts  and  arrangements, 
ompany  is  not  a  party,  in  respect  of  the  formation  of  the  company 
nteeing  of  a  portion  of  its  capital,  which  may  be  contracts  within 
f  section  38  of  the  company's  act,  1867,  and  applications  for  shares 
fd  only  on  the  understanding  that  the  applicants  waive  the  specifi- 
ates  of  and  the  names  of  the  parties  to  such  contracts  and  arrange- 
ive  any  further  compliance  with  the  said  section  other  than  herein 

1  for  debentures  and  shares  must  be  made  on  the  accompanying 
Iged  with  the  amount  payable  on  application  with  the  company's 

ent  is  made,  the  deposit  will  be  returned  in  full,  and  should  the 
sutures  or  shares  allotted  be  less  than  the  number  applied  for,  the 
)  credited  in  reduction  of  the  amount  payable  on  allotment. 
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(1)  To  purchase,  lease,  obtain  concessions  of,  or  otherwise  acquire  Ian 
hereditaments  of  any  tenure,  or  to  obtain  any  interest  in  any  lands  or  hi 
ments  in  the  Territory  (or  State)  of  New  Mexico,  United  States  of  Amei 
elsewhere;  and  to  work,  manage,  and  develop  the  same  in  such  manner 
company  shall  think  fit,  and  in  particular  to  build  dams,  weirs,  canals,  i 
acequias,  ditches,  culverts,  filter  beds,  pipes,  aqueducts,  and  other  irrigation 
either  for  irrigation  or  other  purposes,  and  to  execute  and  do  all  other 
necessary  or  convenient  for  obtaining,  storing,  impounding,  selling,  deli^ 
distribunng,  and  measuring  water  for  Irrigating  the  lands  of  the  company, 
the  sale  and  distribution  of  water  to  owners  or  occupiers  of  lands  not  bel< 
to  the  company,  and  for  the  sale  of  water  rights,  and  for  carrying  on  the  b 
of  an  irrigation  and  waterworks  company  in  all  its  branches.  To  erect,  in 
and  maintain  piers,  warehouses,  factories,  foundries,  wharves,  dwelling  1 
and  such  other  premises,  buildings,  mills,  machinery,  and  plant,  and  to  coi 
such  roads,  railways,  tramways,  waterworks,  reservoirs,  telegraph,  wst€ 
electric,  and  power  supply  works,  shops,  stores,  drainage,  sanitary,  an^ 
works  and  conveniences  as  may  seem  calculated,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  a 
the  company's  interests. 

(2)  To  supply  water  to  cities  and  towns  and  others  for  irrigation,  domes' 
municipal  purposes,  and  for  milling  and  mechanical  power.  To  irrigate,  c< 
cultivate,  improve,  develop,  and  otherwise  turn  to  account  the  resources 
lands,  estates,  or  other  properties  that  may  be  aciiuired  by  the  company,  i 
such  purpose  to  purchase  such  horses,  mules,  cattle,  stock,  and  implen 
may  bs  necessary  for  cultivating,  clearing,  planting,  farming,  and  pastoi 
lands  of  the  company,  and  from  time  to  time  to  sell  all  or  any  part  of  the 
dead  stock  and  the  produce  of  the  said  lands.  To  carry  on  the  business 
eral  merchants,  manufacturers,  planters,  farmers,  and  cultivators  of  the 
all  its  branches.  To  grow  trees  and  vines  and  deal  in  agricultural  prodi 
timber.  To  grow,  purchase,  or  sell  grapes,  oranges,  lemons,  and  other 
and  to  manufacture,  purchase,  or  sell  wmes,  spirits,  barrels,  casks,  jars, 
and  other  vessels.  To  erect  and  carry  on  fruit  and  vegetable  cannii 
ing,  and  evaporating  works  in  all  their  branches;  also,  to  carry  on  the  1 
of  breeding,  importing,  and  exiK)rting  sheep,  cattle,  and  horses,  or  any  oth 
ness,  trade,  or  undertaking  the  carrying  on  of  which  may  be  deemed  by  t 
pany  conducive  to  the  development  of  its  property  or  interest  therein.  1 
acts  conducive  to  promote  tne  colonization  and  settlement  of  the  landi 
company,  and  in  particular  by  the  establishment  of  towns,  villages,  anc 
ments  and  the  erection  of  schools,  churches,  hotels,  and  such  other  inst 
as  may  be  calculated  directly  or  indirectly  to  improve  or  advance  the  pr 
of  the  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  company. 

(^^  To  advancR  and  lend  monAv  t^  RAttlAm.  r»oloni«t:R.  and  nt:hpr«   ^vith  ( 
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note  or  establish  any  company  for  the  purpose  of  acc^niring  the  whole  or  any 
;  of  the  property  of  this  company,  or  for  carrying  on  its  bnsmess. 
)  To  purchase  for  investment  or  resale  and  generaUy  to  traffic  in  land  and 
9e  and  other  property  of  any  tenure,  and  any  interest  therein,  and  to  create, 
and  deal  in  ^eehold  and  leasehold  ground  rents,  and  to  ihake  advances  upon 
security  of  land,  fruit  farms,  and  vineyards,  or  house  or  other  pnoperty,  or 
interest  therein,  and  generally  to  deal  in,  and  traffic,  by  way  or  sale,  lease, 
lange,  or  otherwise,  with  land  and  house  property,  and  any  other  property, 
(ther  real  or  personal. 

I)  To  buy,  sSl,  import,  export,  manipulate,  prepare  for  market,  and  deal  in 
"chandise  of  all  lands,  and  generally  to  carry  on  business  as  merchants, 
K>rters  and  exporters. 

7)  To  borrow,  raise,  or  secure  the  payment  of  money  in  such  manner  and  on 
h  terms  as  may  seem  expedient,  and  in  particular  by  debentures,  debenture 
;k.  or  mortgages,  whether  perpetual  or  redeemable,  at  a  premium  or  otherwise,^ 
I  charged  or  not  charged  upon  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  property  of  the 
ipany,  both  present  and  future,  including  its  unc^led  capital. 
B)  To  draw,  accept,  indorse,  and  make,  discount,  execute,  use.  and  issue,  prom- 
try  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  bills  of  lading,  warrants,  debentures,  debenture 
idis,  and  other  negotiable  or  transferable  instruments. 

9)  To  apply  to  the  government  or  legislature  of  the  Territory  (or  State)  of 
^  Mexico,  State  of  Texas,  Mexican  State  of  Chichuahua,  or  to  the  Federal 
horities  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  Republic  of  Mexico,  or  to  any 
&r  authority,  for  any  charters,  grants,  concessions,  irrigating,  mining,  or  other 
E^eges  or  authorities  for  the  better  enabling  the  company  to  carry  out  the 
Bcte  of  the  company. 

10)  To  enter  into  an^  arrangements  with  any  government  or  authorities, 
ether  supreme,  municipal,  local,  or  otherwise,  that  may  seem  cdnducive  to  the 
iiness  or  objects  of  the  company,  and  to  carry  out  and  comply  witii  any  such 
angements. 

II)  To  sell,  lease,  exchange,  or  otherwise  deal  with  or  dispose  of  the  whole  or 
f  part  of  the  tmdertaking,  rights,  or  privileges,  or  the  lands  and  hereditaments, 
uit,  machinery,  and  buildings  of  the  company,  or  any  interest  therein,  for  such 
^sideration  as  the  company  may  think  fit,  and,  in  particular,  for  shares,  deben- 
f^,  or  securities  of  any  other  company,  having  objects  altogether  or  in  part 
Hilar  to  those  of  this  company,  or  carrying  on  any  business  which  this  company 
authorized  to  carry  on. 

(12)  To  distribute  among  its  members  in  kind  or  in  specie  any  property  of  the 
^npany,  or  any  proceeds  of  sale  or  disposal  of  any  property  of  the  company,  but 
that  no  distribution,  amounting  to  a  reduction  of  capital,  be  made,  except  with 
e  sanction  (if  any)  for  the  time  being  required  by  law. 

(13)  To  tender  for,  purchase,  or  acquire  from  liquidators,  trustees,  or  other 
rsons  the  assets  or  estates  of  any  insolvent  or  other  corporations,  companies, 
lociations,  firms,  or  persons,  and  for  the  purposes  of  giving  effect  to  and  real- 
ag  the  benefit  of  any  such  acquisition,  to  carry  on  and  conduct  any  business 
Qprised  in  any  such  estate  or  assets,  whether  such  business  is  or  is  not  expressly 
luded  among  t^e  objects  of  the  company  as  defined  by  this  memorandum  of 
xnation. 

(4)  To  remunerate  by  way  of  allowance  of  brokerage  or  commission,  or  in  any 
ST  manner,  any  person  or  persons  for  services  rendered,  or  to  be  rendered,  or 

assisting  to  place  any  slu^res  of  the  company's  capital,  or  any  debentures, 
snture  stock,  or  other  securities  of  the  company,  including  all  commissions  or 
IF  remuneration  to  brokers  and  other  persons,  for  procuring  or  obtaining  set- 
tents  and  quotations  upon  London  or  provincial,  or  foreign  exchanges,  of  the 

share  or  debenture  capital,  or  of  the  share  or  debenture  capital  of  any  busi- 

nndertaken  by  the  company,  and  to  make  donations  to  such  persons,  either 
ash  or  other  assets,  as  the  directors  of  the  company  may  determine  to  be 
ctly  or  indirectly  conducive  to  any  of  the  objects  of  the  company,  or  otherwise 
^ient. 

5)  To  obtain  any  provisional  order,  license,  authorization,  or  act  of  Parlia- 
t,  or  other  legislative  authority,  for  enabling  the  company  to  carry  any  of  its 
cts  into  effect,  or  for  effecting  any  modification  of  the  company's  constitution, 
to  opi)08e  any  applications  to  Parliament  or  any  other  legislative  authorities 
•h  may  seem  calculated  directly  or  indirectly  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  interest 
le  company. 

$)  To  make  all  deposits  of  money  or  securities  and  do  all  things  necessary  for 
compliance  with  the  laws  and  regulations  of  any  government  in  any  place 
•e  the  business  of  the  company  may  for  the  time  being  be  carried  on,  and  for 

purpose,  if  necessary,  to  conduct  its  business  through  any  subsidiary  com- 


t^i 


(21 )  To  do  all  or  any  of  the  above  thingti  either  as  principals,  agents,  contr 
trostoes,  or  otherwise,  and  by  or  through  trostees,  agents,  or  otherwise,  anc 
alone  or  in  conjunction  with  others. 

( 22 )  To  alter  this  memorandum  of  association  in  such  particular  as  may  be  c 
to  be  desirable,  and  to  make  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  for  the  mana^ 
of  the  comnany  or  otherwise. 

(23)  To  ao  £&1  such  other  things  as  may  be  incidental  or  conducive  to  the 
ment  of  all  or  any  of  the  above  objects. 

4.  The  liability  of  the  members  is  limited. 

5.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  £500,000,  divided  into  100,000  cumulatiT 
erence  shares  of  £1  each,  to  be  numbered  8  to  100007,  inclusive,  and  400.0( 
nary  shares  of  £1  each  with  power  to  increase.  Any  shares  of  the  original 
and  any  new  shares  from  time  to  time  to  be  created,  may  (but  subject  alwa 
without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  holders  of  the  original  preference* 
from  time  to  time  be  issued  with  any  such  guaranty  or  any  such  right  of 
ence,  whether  in  resi)ect  of  dividend  or  repayment  of  capital,  or  both,  or  an 
other  special  privilege  or  advantage  over  any  shares  previously  issued,  o 
about  to  be  issued,  or  at  such  a  premium,  or  with  such  deferred  rights  as  coi 
with  any  shares  previously  issued,  or  then  about  to  be  issued,  or  subject 
such  conditions  or  provisions,  as  the  company  may  from  time  to  time  by 
resolution  determine.  But  no  such  issue  shall  be  made  without  the  con 
writing  of  the  holders,  for  the  time  being,  of  at  least  three- fourths  of  any  pi 
issue  of  shares  which  will  be  thereby  affected. 

6.  Before  payment  of  any  dividend  on,  or  making  any  distribution  of  pr 
respect  of  the  ordinary  shares,  there  shall  be  set  aside  out  of  the  net  profits 
company  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  directors  from  time  to  time  in  their  a1 
discretion  think  proper,  as  a  reserve  fund  to  meet  contingencies,  or  for  eqn 
dividends,  or  for  providing  for  the  redemption  of  the  debentures  of  the  co 
(if  any),  or  for  repairing  or  maintaining  any  property  of  the  company,  or  f< 
other  purposes  as  the  directors  shall  think  conducive  to  the  interests  of  th 
pany.  Such  fund  shall  be  applied  for  the  purposes  for  which  the  same  sha 
been  set  aside,  as  and  when  tne  directors  shaU  determine.  Subject  therel 
fund  shall  belong: 

(a)  To  such  preference  shares  as  may,  for  the  time  being,  be  preferentii 
dividends  and  capital  to  the  extent  of  the  dividends,  if  any.  uni)aid  and 
extent  of  the  amount  per  share,  for  the  time  being  paid  up  on  such  pre! 
shares. 

(h)  To  the  ordinary  shares  and  others,  if  any,  to  the  extent  of  the  amoi 
share  paid  up  on  such  shares.  If  any  surplus,  the  original  preference  shai 
ordinary  shares  (except  as  may  hereafter  be  provided  with  the  sanction 
extraordinary  resolution  as  defined  by  section  129  of  the  **  companies  act, 
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shares,  a  dividend  at  the  said  rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annnm.  the  directors  shall  pay 
OD  tlie  said  shares  snch  a  dividend  as  the  net  profits  in  that  year  will  provide,  any 
defidency  in  the  dividend  of  the  preceding  year  or  years  to  become  payable  and 
be  paid  oat  of  the  profits  of  the  next  and  subsequent  years. 

(c)  Subject  to  subsections  (a)  and  (5)  of  this  clause,  the  net  profits  in  each  year, 
after  paying  in  full  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  amounts 
for  the  time  being  paid  up  on  the  original  cumulative  preference  shares,  and  after 
paying  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent  per  anniun  on  the  amounts  for  the  time  being  paid 
up  on  the  ordinary  shares,  shidl  become  divisible  pro  rata  among  the  holders  of 
ihe  original  cumulative  preference  shares  and  the  holders  of  the  ordinary  shares, 
and  on  becoming  divisible,  shall  be  so  divided  among  them  according  to  the 
amount  of  shares  held  by  them  and  in  proi>ortion  to  the  amounts  for  the  time 
being  paid  up  thereon. 

(Indorsement:)  Issue  of  £100,000  in  8  x>er  cent  cumulative  preference  shares, 
£100,000  in  ordinary  shares,  and  £50,000  in  5  per  cent  first-mortgage  debentures. 


\Tb»  Bio  Grande  Irrlgatian  and  Land  Company,  Limited.— Capital,  £500,000.— Prospectus.] 

Washington,  AugtLst  8,  1896. 
Colonel  Anson  Mills,  XJ.  S.  A., 

Commissioner^  United  States  and  Mexico 

International  ( Water)  Boundary  Commission^  El  Pa^o,  Tex. 

Sm:  I  Inclose  herewith,  with  a  view  to  receiving  your  suggestions 
on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  a  note  from  the  Mexican  minister  at  this 
capital,  transmitting  copy  of  a  petition  addressed  to  his  Government 
by  Don  Andres  Horcasitas,  attorney  of  the  inhabitants  of  Paso  del 
^orte,  Mexico,  in  which  he  requests  the  Mexican  Government  to  rec- 
ommend to  that  of  the  United  States  the  suspension  of  all  work  in 
the  Rio  Bravo  by  the  Rio  Grande  Irrigation  Company,  Limited. 

The  Mexican  Government  considers  the  petition  well  founded  and 
recommends  that  the  requested  orders  be  issued. 

Asking  you  to  return,  with  your  reply,  the  printed  inclosures  here- 
^th,  I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.    W.    ROCKHILL, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Clnclosore:  From  Mexican  Legation,  August  4,  1896,  with  inclosures.) 


El  Paso,  Tkx.,  November  17,  1896. 

The  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State, 

Washington,  D.  C 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  August  8,  transmitting  copy  of  a 
petition  addressed  to  this  Government  by  Don  Andres  llorcasitas, 
attorney  of  the  inhabitants  of  Paso  del  Norte,  Mexico,  in  which  he 
f^uests  the  Mexican  Government  to  recommend  to  that  of  the  United 
Stat-es  the  suspension  of  all  work  in  the  Rio  Bravo  (Grande)  by  the 
tlio  Grande  Irrigation  Company,  Limited,  and  your  request  for  sug- 
gestions from  me  on  the  subject,  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  repoi-t 
^n  the  matter. 

As  stated  in  my  letter  to  you  of  October  29,  I  have  withheld  this 
Report  of  necessity,  because  the  investigations  going  on  by  the  engi- 
neers of  the  joint  commission  regarding  the  amount  of  water  taken 
Out  by  the  Americans  and  the  former  flow  of  the  river  year  by  year 
llad  not  been  completed  up  to  this  date,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me 
U>  make  an  intelligent  report  until  they  were. 


«._i: 


Butte,  about  125  miles  above  El  Paso;  a  distance  so  great  that  iB 
arid  climate  it  is  utterly  impracticable  to  carry  water  to  this  vici 
and  consequently  could  be  of  no  benefit  to  agricultural  interests 
notwithstanding  the  statements  in  their  prospectus  that  they  pr| 
to  provide  water  not  only  here  in  Texas,  but  on  the  Mexican  si 
the  river. 

At  the  same  time,  I  learned  that  this  same  company  had  ( 
applications  for  two  additional  dams  and  reservoirs,  one  at  Ri 
N.  Mex.,  about  100  miles  above  El  Paso,  and  another  at  Fort  S< 
about  60  miles  above. 

At  this  latter  place  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Ernest  Dale 
had  also  an  application  on  file  at  the  same  point  as  the  Rio  G 
Land  and  Irrigation  Company,  which  antedated  all  the  applic 
of  this  last-mentioned  company. 

For  a  full  understanding  of  the  status  of  these  three  last-men 
applications,  I  beg  to  refer  to  a  communication  from  the  Commis 
of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
August  15,  1896,  fully  discussing  their  relative  merits.  (CopJ 
with  inclosed,  marked  B.) 

The  Secretary  had,  when  I  met  him,  under  consideration,  ai 
about  determining,  the  question  as  to  approval  or  disappro 
these  three  last  applications,  but  at  my  verbal  suggestion  he  pn 
to  hold  them  until  my  letter  to  you  of  October  29,  hereinbefor 
tioned,  should  be  referred  to  him  by  your  Department. 

The  investigations  of  the  engineers  of  the  Joint  Commission  ii 
amount  of  water  taken  from  the  Rio  Grande  and  its  tributai 
Colorado  and  New  Mexico  since  prior  to  1880  up  to  this  dat^ 
that  prior  to  1880  there  were  in  Colorado  511  canals,  using  4 
acre-feet  and  irrigating  121,000  acres  of  land.  That  this  nun 
ditches  and  amount  of  land  irrigated  kept  increasing  yeiir  bj 
until,  at  this  date,  there  are  925  canals,  using  556,(X)0  acre-i 
water  and  irrigating  318,000  acres  of  land. 

In  New  Mexico  there  were,  prior  to  1880,  563  canals,  using  * 


-»  ^ £f J.     _i?     
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part  of  several  years.  The  dry  river  of  1889  lasted  longer  than 
>f  the  others;  no  water  passed  El  Paso  that  summer  for  over  four 
hs.  The  water  fell  earlier  in  the  spring  of  1896  than  ever  before; 
ow,  which  had  been  small  all  the  spring,  ceasing  May  26;  but  the 
ms  summer  rains  on  the  New  Mexican  drainage  sent  down  water 
ily  and  the  flow  of  the  river  was  intermittent  after  that  date. 
is  are  not  so  frequent  as  in  former  years,  the  last  destructive  one 
rring  in  1884.  There  was  a  small  flood  in  1891,  but  it  was  not  so 
i  as  that  of  1884. 

le  records  of  the  flow  of  the  river  for  the  past  sixteen  years  are 
meager;  that  for  eleven  months  prior  to  March  31,  1890,  was 
)00  acre-feet.  This  includes  the  long  drought  of  1889.  For  the 
endiug  March  31, 1891,  the  flow  was  1,100,000  acre-feet;  for  1892, 
),000  acre-feet,  and  for  1893,  875,000  acre-feet, 
hat  has  been  stated  above  is  a  very  brief  extract  from  the  large 
of  information  and  statistics  taken  by  our  engineers,  from  which 
m  the  following  conclusions: 

at  the  probable  flow  of  water  in  the  river  here  is  likely  to  be 
e  for  the  supply  of  the  proposed  international  leservoir  after 
ctions  are  made  for  all  the  small  reservoirs  that  are  likely  to  be 
ructed  for  storage  in  Colorado  and  the  probable  increase  of 
s  in  Colorado  and  New  Mexijco,  but  that  the  flow  will  not  be 
lent  to  supply  the  proposed  international  reservoir  here  and 
for  the  supply  of  the  proposed  reservoir  of  the  Rio  Grande  Irri- 
a  Company,  Limited,  at  Elephant  Butte,  in  New  Mexico,  or  any 
similar  reservoirs  in  New  Mexico,  and  but  one  of  these  schemes 
e  successfully  carried  out. 

5  general  results  that  the  joint  commission  are  now  arriving  at 
rning  the  flow  of  the  river,  from  the  investigations  of  the  engi- 
,  are:  That  the  flow  here  at  El  Paso  has  been  decreased  by  the 
priation  of  waters  above,  in  the  last  sixteen  years,  about  1,000 
d-f eet  for  ninety  days  annually,  and  that  the  water  appropriated 
B  citizens  of  Mexico  for  over  forty  years  past,  in  the  valley  of 
«o,  amounted  to  about  400  second-feet,  and  that  that  appropri- 
by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  valley  for  the 
length  of  time  amounts  to  about  350  second-feet.  All  this,  of 
3,  is  approximate,  but  it  is  as  near  correct  as  can  possibly  be 
k1  at  by  any  data  or  evidence  now  available. 
3uld  therefore  suggest  that  these  papers  be  referred  to  the  hon- 
),  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  the  request  that  no  further 
J  for  reservoirs  be  made  in  New  Mexico,  and  that  if  practicable 
)proval  of  the  reservoir  of  the  Rio  Grande  Land  and  Irrigation 
any,  Limited,  at  Elephant  Butte  be  canceled  or  withdrawn,  and, 
practicable  to  cancel  or  withdraw  the  same,  that  such  executive 
islative  restriction  be  placed  upon  it  as  to  prohibit  it  from  using 
art.  of  the  flow  of  the  river  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  either 
of  the  river  below  may  have  a  prior  right  by  appropriation,  and 
k)me  prompt  and  efficient  remedy  be  provided  the  possessors  of 
prior  rights  by  appropriation  in  case  the  company  should  use 
ater  to  which  the  inhabitants  referred  to  are  entitled. 
I  understand  the  matter,  the  irrigation  laws  are  so  imperfect 
rude  at  this  date  that  even  in  the  same  State  or  Territory  there 
effective  legal  remedy  when  water  is  thus  unjustly  approi)riated, 
I  separate  States  it  is  still  more  difficult,  while  to  the  inhabitants 
xico  it  would  be  imi)08sible  to  make  any  successful  effort  at 
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water  is  left  entirely  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Territory,  and  the  deci 
controversies  as  to  water  right  must  be  left  for  the  Territorial  conrts. 
Mesilla  company's  application  were  to  be  approved  and  its  dam  located 
lower  point,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  determine  how  much  water  1 
Grande  Dam  Company  is  entitled  to  for  this  half-mile  stretch  of  river,  if  its 
be  found  the  better. 

As  to  the  question  whether  the  Mesilla  Valley  Company  is  entitled  to 
right  of  way  for  this  lower  half  mile  of  its  reservoir,  it  is  observed  tha 
amended  articles  of  incorporation  of  March,  1895,  it  is  authorized  to  tak 
from  the  Bio  Grande  Biver  at  any  point  in  New  Mexico  and  El  Paso  Coi 
Texas.  The  amended  articles  of  incorporation  describe  the  reservoir  as  1 
the  western  part  of  T.  20  S.,  B.  2  W.;  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  field  i 
its  water-right  notice  the  initial  point  is  similarly  described  as  in  the  easti 
of  the  township.  There  was  the  same  error  in  the  field  notes  file^  in  this 
February,  1898,  but  the  map  filed  at  that  time  showed  the  location  of  ther 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  township  and  approximately  on  the  location  si 
the  present  map.  The  maps  and  papers  show  that  T.  20  S.,  B.  2  W.,  was 
douDt  a  clerical  error,  and  that  it  should  have  been  T.  19  S.,  B.  2  W.  In 
the  ease  with  which  such  corrections  in  articles  of  incorporation  may  I 
under  the  Territorial  laws,  this  office  does  not  consider  that  the  error  notec 
interfere  with  the  consideration  of  the  right  of  way  application.  Were  t 
sideration  to  be  looked  upon  as  important,  the  application  of  the  Bio  Gran 
Company  would  be  fatally  defective,  inasmuch  as  its  articles  of  incorj 
authorize  it  to  take  water  from  the  river  only  **  within  townships  13  ana 
ranges  3  and  4  west,  in  Sierra  County,  N.  Mex.'*  These  are  intended  to  b 
townships,  and  are  some  50  miles  from  the  place  in  controversy.  But.  a 
before,  the  necessary  amendments  of  the  articles  of  incorporation  being  sc 
made,  it  does  not  seem  important  to  insist  upon  them  in  such  cases  as  the 
before  approval,  inasmuch  as  it  is  within  the  scope  of  the  company *&  antli 
construct  and  maintain  dams,  reservoirs,  etc. 

The  question  before  this  office  is  as  to  the  priority  of  the  application  for 
way;  upon  this  nothing  is  shown  to  offset  the  facts  shown  by  the  record! 
office  that  both  the  original  application  of  1893  and  amended  application 
10, 1895,  of  the  Mesilla  company  are  prior  to  the  application  of  the  Rio 
Dam  Company,  filed  July  11,  1895. 

The  Mesilla  company  being,  in  the  opinioii  of  this  office,  sufficiently  ant 
to  take  such  right  of  way,  and  its  application  being  in  due  form,  it  is 
mended  that  its  articles  of  incorporation  and  proofs  of  organization  beai 


DISTRIBUTION  OP    WATERS  OF   THE   RIO   GRANDE.  17 

"here  appears  to  have  been  a  controversy  as  to  filing  of  papers  by  William  K 
cer  for  the  Mesilla  company  in  the  local  land  office  on  January  18,  1896,  the 
ister  refnsing  to  receive  them  because  ofEered  after  4  o'clock.  The  question 
3lvefl  a  matter  of  a  few  minutes:  and  as  the  papers  were  filed  on  the  20th  and 
bin  the  proper  time,  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  mto  the  controversy. 
Very  resi>ectfully, 

S.  W.  Lamoreux,  Commissioner. 

wo  papers  attached:  First.  This  case  to  be  held  until  October  15, 1896,  for  filing 
nrief  by  Mr.  McGowan.  (Signed)  J.  P.  Dated  September  22,  1896.  Second, 
eat  Dide  Owen,  916  Stock  Exchange  Building,  Chicago,  111.,  attorney  Mesilla 
ley  Land  and  Irrigation  Company. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington^  December  19,  1896. 

3  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State. 

IR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  response  to  your  communica- 
1  of  November  30,  the  inclosed  paper,  prepared  under  the  direction 
the  Assistant  Attorney-General,  which  fully  sets  forth  the  claims 
i  contentions  of  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company,  and 
cnsses  at  considerable  length  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Colorado  and 
rritory  of  New  Mexico  relating  to  waters,  and  the  acts  of  Congress 
d rulings  of  this  Department  relating  to  irrigation.^ 
The  application  of  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company 
B  approved  by  my  predecessor  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1895. 
my  opinion  I  have  no  right,  under  the  law,  to  revoke  this  approval. 
has  been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
seof  Noble  v.  Union  River  Logging  Railroad  Company  (147  U.  S., 
>)  that  the  approval  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  a  right  of 
y  for  railroad  purposes  over  the  public  land  can  not  be  revoked  by 
successor,  and  upon  the  principle  therein  declared  I  deem  it 
rond  my  authority  to  revoke  my  predecessor's  approval  of  the  map 
d  by  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company. 
Assuming  that  I  had  such  power,  I  submit  to  you  whether  or  not  the 
ircise  of  it  would  be  proper  in  view  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
ieral  of  your  Department  under  date  of  December  12,  1895.  (21 
.  Att.  Gen. ,  p.  274. ) 

t  is  not  the  duty  of  this  Department  to  protect  the  citizens  of  the 
ited  States  against  unlawful  appropriation  of  the  waters  of  the 
tes  and  Territories  by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  if  no  treaty 
igations  of  the  Government  are  involved,  I  do  not  believe  that  I 
aid  assume  to  interfere. 

inee  the  receipt  of  your  communication  complaints  have  been  made 
his  Department  by  parties  now  having  applications  for  irrigiation 
i^ileges  pending  for  the  vacation  of  my  order  of  December  6,  1896, 
»n  the  ground  that  the  effect  of  such  order  is  to  imperil  their  rights 
lubordinating  them  to  the  claims  of  persons  who  may  hereafter  for 
ful  or  nefarious  purposes  enter  lands  along  the  rights  of  way  applied 
Very  grave  inconvenience  would  arise  if  such  claims  are  filed, 
I  therefore  submit  for  your  consideration  whether  or  not  there  is 
;her  need  for  continuing  the  suspension  heretofore  declared, 
amediately  upon  receipt  of  your  communication  I  addressed  to 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  directions  that  he  sus- 
il  all  applications  for  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  for 
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off  of  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Pecos  in  New  Mexico  would 
riously  affect  the  navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  rights  o 
citizens  of  Mexico,  under  international  law  and  treaty?  "is  one 
difficult  to  answer,  and  of  such  broad  scope  as  to  require  greater! 
and  investigation,  to  intelligently  do  so,  than  I  have  heretofore 
the  matter.  But  I  will  endeavor  to  comply  with  your  request  t 
best  of  my  ability. 

The  Rio  Grande,  rising  in  the  southern  middle  portion  of  Col 
from  numerous  mountain  tributaries,  passes  through  the  entin 
ritory  of  New  Mexico,  at  the  southern  boundary  of  which  it  be 
the  international  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  M 
and  empties  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  a  distance  from  its  source 
sinuosities  of  its  bed  of  over  2,000  miles;  about  700  miles  of  wl 
within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  in  Colorac 
New  Mexico,  and  1,300  miles  (according  to  the  survey  of  the  E 
ary  Commission  under  Emory  and  Salazar  in  1852  to  1854)  fi 
Paso  to  the  Gulf  constitutes  the  international  boundarv  betwe 
two  republics. 

The  greatest  source  of  water  supply  which  this  river  has  is  f n 
numerous  mountain  tributaries  before  mentioned  in  the  State  < 
orado,  derived  from  the  excessive  accumulations  of  snow  in  th 
ter  season  and  the  bountiful  supply  of  rains  during  the  st 
seasons  in  that  locality.  After  passing  the  Colorado  line  int 
Mexico  it  enters  a  dry  belt,  where  it  receiv^es  little  increase 
flow,  either  from  perennial  streams  or  the  surface  drainage  f roB 
falls,  until  it  has  become  the  international  boundary.  Some  20C 
below  El  Paso  it  receives  its  next  greatest  source  of  water  suppl; 
the  river  Concho,  of  Mexico.  This  river  has  its  source  in  the  i 
Mountains  of  Mexico  and  is  a  perennial  stream  of  great  magn 
About  150  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Concho  the  Rio  G 
receives  the  river  Pecos  from  the  United  States  side,  a  per 
stream  of  no  considerable  magnitude,  for  the  reason  that  altho 
receives  almost  it«  entire  water  supply  from  the  mountains  in  e 
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ew  Mexico  and  contributes  but  a  very  small  portion  of  water  to 
eer  compared  to  the  other  rivers  mentioned, 
m  northern  l^ew  Mexico  to  the  mouth  of  the  Concho  there  are 
portant  mountain  ranges  with  any  great  rainfall  near  the  river, 
tmosphere  is  very  dry  and  the  evaporation  great,  so  that  the 
1  flow  of  water  at  Embudo,  a  short  distance  south  of  the  Colo- 
ine,  is  depleted  by  absorption,  evaporation,  and  irrigation  before 
lies  El  Paso. 

he  1,300  miles  constituting  the  international  boundary,  the  river 
B  divided  into  three  distinct  sections.  The  first  from  El  Paso 
r  the  mouth  of  the  Concho  has  alluvium  bottom  lands  where 
earn  is  not  at  all  contracted  and  where  the  fall  is  quite  uni- 
about  3  feet  to  the  mile.  From  near  the  mouth  of  the  Concho 
w  Eagle  Pass  the  river  runs  through  narrow  gorges  with  little 
J  bottom,  for  the  most  part  >\ith  steep  and  abrupt  rocky  walls 
Kjk  bottom,  and  numerous  rapids  and  falls  that  would  render 
tion  by  steam  impossible  and  almost  impracticable  to  move 
n  high  water)  with  small  boats.  From  near  Eagle  Pass  to  the 
le  river  again  has  large  alluvial  bottom  lands  with  almost  a 
Q  fall  of  about  2  feet  per  mile.  Over  the  entire  length  of  this, 
as  over  the  first  di\ision  described,  below  El  Paso,  it  is  prac- 

every  season  in  high  water  to  move  rafts,  barges,  and  small 
ither  up  or  down  the  river,  and  during  the  whole  length  of  the 
lere  are  numerous  ferries  at  all  cities,  towns,  and  settlements 
isporting  passengers,  vehicles,  and  goods  from  one  international 
f  the  river  to  the  other.  At  many  of  these  points  the  quick- 
nders  it  impossible  to  ford  at  the  ferries  when  the  river  becomes 
that  the  boats  can  not  be  worked,  necessitating  detours  to 
w^here  the  quicksand  will  admit  of  fording, 
not  certain  whether  I  understand  you  desire  a  description  of 
sent  status  of  the  river  regarding  navigation  or  its  status  at 
le  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  was  made ;  but  as  what- 
berstate  or  int-ernational  rights  exist  must  have  been  derived 
tie  treaty  referred  to,  I  assume  that  you  desire  a  description  of 
jr  and  its  character  regarding  navigation  at  the  time  the  treaty 
nsummated.  I  will  proceed  on  that  supposition,  continuing 
cription  down  to  the  present  date  as  far  as  I  am  able, 
r  Emory,  the  United  States  commissioner,  with  Mr.  Salazar 
ihed  this  boundary  onl}'^  a  few  years  after  the  treaty  was  signed, 

traversed  the  entire  length  of  the  international  part  of  the 
*nd  is  perhaps  the  best  authorit}^  at  that  date;  so  I  shall  quote 
extracts  from  his  repoi-t  on  that  survey.  On  page  54,  in  com- 
the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  he  says: 

tannel  of  the  month  of  the  Rio  Bravo  varies  a  little  in  depth,  bnt  it  is 
Qore  than  6  feet  or  less  than  4.  It  is  of  soft  mnd  and  of  the  numberless 
Tonnded  there  dnring  the  war  not  more  than  one  or  two  were  lost.  The 
razos  Santiago  is  of  hard  sand,  and  a  vessel  grounded  there  is  certain  to  be 

'• 

age  63  he  says: 

^autiful  town  of  Roma,  16^  miles  above  Ringgold  Barracks  is  the  present 
«team  navigation. 

is  258  miles  from  the  mouth.     On  page  70  he  says: 

I  before  stated  that  the  present  head  of  steam  navigation  is  Roma.  At 
tant  date,  no  doubt,  the  navigation  will  be  extended  up  as  high  as  the 
f  Devils  River,  a  distance  measured  by  the  sinuosities  of  the  river  of  567 
id  with  this  in  view  the  assistants  in  charge  of  the  lineal  sui'veys  have 
h  Doc.  '-r  1-^47 
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nean  Island,  and  Chessboard  Island.  The  worst  of  these  islands  are  Isb 
80,  and  the  Islitas.  No.  25  is  sometimes  called  Major  Browns  Island,  from 
cumstance  of  the  steamer  Major  Brown  being  detained  there  a  whole  seaw 
ing  for  a  rise  of  water.  No.  30  is  a  conple  of  small  islands  at  the  footo 
the  channel  is  11  or  12  feet  wide.  Of  the  three  last-named  obstructions  th 
is  the  most  formidable.  Here,  in  fact,  there  is  no  channel,  and  the  rock) 
obstructing  the  passage  of  the  water  can  only  be  passed  at  high  ¥rater  frc 
to  September.  Other  obstructions  besides  islanos  are  caused  by  nnmero 
and  spurs  of  rock.  Just  above  BellviUe  there  is  a  formidable  oDstractloi 
kind  marked  by  the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Exchange^  This  obstruction  is 
by  two  reefs  running  in  from  opposite  sides  and  overreaching  each  oti) 
leaving  but  a  crooked  channel  through  which  the  river  passes  at  the  rate  a 
an  hour.    A  similar  obstacle  occurs  about  15  miles  below  Eagle  Pass. 

Other  reefs  occur,  running  entirely  across  the  river,  and,  it  Is  supposed, 
one  above  the  other.  In  seasons  of  excessive  dryness  they  are  bare  of  wa 
such  character  are  the  obstructions  noted  in  tne  field  notes  of  Mr.  Schott, 
snares/'  *'  the  meshes,"  *'  the  stone  turtles,"  ''the  devil's  pen,"  all  dtuated 
the  Islitas  and  Eagle  Pass. 

In  most  cases  the  rocks  forming  the  obstructions  are  sedimentary  rock 
Upper  Cretaceous  age,  lying  in  norizontal  strata.  Those  would  yield 
the  pick.  How  far  it  would  be  prudent  to  resort  to  cutting  away  these 
dams  as  a  mode  of  improving  navigation,  which  would  necessarily  Ic 
pools  above,  would  be  a  subject  for  investigation  for  each  locality.  Mv  < 
this  report  is  only  to  present  a  generiJ  view  of  tte  character  of  the  dime 
the  way  and  present  such  maps  as  would  render  unnecessary  any  genera 
of  the  river  hereafter. 

• 

From  Lipan  Crossing,  85  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Pe 
652  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  to  Eagle  Paa 
tance  of  125  miles,  Major  Emory  describes  the  survey  as  havi] 
of  necessity,  because  of  the  unapproachable  character  of  th( 
banks,  made  in  small  boats  procured  from  San  Antonio,  down 
(See  pages  78  and  79,  Major  Emory's  printed  report.) 

Captain  Love,  of  the  United  States  Army,  in  a  report  to  th 
termaster-General  dated  September  5,  1850,  states  that  he  » 
the  river  in  a  vessel  drawing  18  inches  of  water  to  some  imj 
falls,  which  he  named  Brooke's  Falls,  where  he  left  his  boa! 
ing  a  skiff  around  the  falls,  when  he  rode  47  mUes  farther  to 
faUs.  which  he  named  Babbitts  Falls,  and  that  this  noint  wi 
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rted  to.  By  reason,  however,  of  the  depletion  of  the  water,  it 
id  now  hardly  be  practicable  to  do  so. 

I  the  fall  of  1894,  when  I  first  began  work  on  this  commission,  I 
snied  a  large  flatboat  at  Ringgold  and  carried  my  commission,  con- 
ing of  twelve  men,  with  all  our  camp  equipage,  instruments,  and 
osils,  down  the  river  to  near  Brownsville,  camping  at  the  different 
LOOS  where  we  had  work,  and  experienced  no  difficulty  in  doing  so. 
3  steamer  Bessie  was  then  plying  regularly  between  Brownsville 
I  Rio  Grande  City  (Fort  Ringgold). 

Wg.  Oen.  Zenas  R.  Bliss,  commanding  Department  of  Texas,  in 
report  of  his  inspection  of  his  department  last  year,  makes  ref er- 
« to  this  matter  of  navigation,  from  which  I  make  the  following 
ract: 

left  Fort  Ringgold  on  March  13  and  proceeded  by  spring  wagon  to  Fort  Brown. 
'Wagon  road,  which  in  wet  weather  is  almost  absolutely  impassable,  was  dry  and 
Kceuent  conaition.  The  river  boat  ^aa  at  Bjnggold.  bi^t  owing  to  the  loy^  stage 
^atsr  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  lier  arrival  at  Brown,  I  took  the  laud 
ie.  The  water  in  the  Bio  Grande  seems  to  be  steadily  decreasing  in  volume. 
B46  Gtener^  Taylor  moved  his  troops  by  boat  tO  Camargo,  with  their  supplies, 
Ihe  river  could  not  be  depended  upon  now  for  any  such  operations.    Thirty 

8  ago  boats  drawing  6  feet  of  water  ascended  readily  as  far  as  Roma,  above 
jlgold.  Now  the  boat  drawing  less  than  3  feet  of  water  has  great  difficulty  in 
log  to  BiuRgold,  and  has  made  no  trip  since  last  March«  (See  report  dated 
Antonio,  Tex.,  September  8, 1896.) 

1 1865,  when  Greneral  Sheridan  had  his  army  of  50,000  men  on  the 
er  Rio  Grande  border,  he  had  in  use  some  thirty  steamboats,  sev- 

of  them  gunboats,  plying  between  the  mouth  of  the  river  and 
largo,  transporting  his  men  and  supplies.  It  can  therefore  be 
3d  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  as  late  as  that  date  the  Lower  Rio 
ade  was  navigable  by  first-class  methods — steam — for  the  move- 
t  of  a  large  army  and  its  supplies.     And  it  is  a  further  matter  of 

that  this  navigability  of  the  river  has  been  largely  depleted, 
)st  wholly  destroyed,  by  the  cutting  off  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio 
ade  and  its  tributaries  in  Colorado  and  New  Mexico.  To  which 
the  cutting  off  of  the  waters  of  the  Pecos  by  present  dams  has  to 

9  extent  contributed,  though  in  a  very  small  degree  compared 
I  the  effect  created  by  the  ditches  in  Colorado  and  New  Mexico, 
follows,  therefore,  that  the  further  cutting  off  of  the  waters  in  that 
r  would  in  a  slight  degree  "injuriously  affect  the  navigation  of 
Rio  Grande  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  Mexico  under  inter- 
onal  law  and  treaty." 

Tiile  it  is  certain  that  a  portion  of  the  river  as  before  described  is 
'as  a  navigable  stream  in  the  broadest  sense,  your  suggested  ques- 
in  the  following  language,  '*As  an  entirely  different  matter,  I 
re  to  know  whether  the  Rio  Grande  River  is  a  navigable  water  of 
United  States  within  the  sense  of  the  constitutional  provision 
tig  Congress  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several 
Bs"  (Constitution,  Art.  I,  sec.  8,  clause  3),  seems  to  embrace  the 
re  river  as  a  whole  so  far  as  it  constitutes  the  international 
idary;  that  is  to  say,  from  El  Paso  to  the  Gulf. 

10  not  feel  myself  competent  to  express  an  opinion  on  this  entire 
broad  subject  that  would  have  any  material  value.  Having  stated 
'acts  so  far  as  I  am  able  within  my  knowledge,  I  leave  that  ques- 
for  others  more  skilled  than  I  in  the  legal  aspects  of  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Anson  Mills, 
Colonel  Third  Cavalry ^  U.  8.  -4.,  Cormnissioner, 


t:_i 


tu  tuis  i^cipartiiitjiit  Lilt)  uii;iust;u  ptjtitiuu  ii\jiii  irit^Aiuuu  i^ilu^^us 

about  Paso  del  Norte,  Mexico,  protesting  against  the  immodera 
of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grand^  River  and  its  tributaries  by  res 
of  Colorado  and  New  Mexico.  Tlie'Mexican  minister  called  att 
to  article  7  of  the  treaty  of  Guadelupe  Hidalgo,  of  February  2 
to  article  1,  last  clause,  of  the  treaty  of  December  30, 1853;  to 
3  of  the  convention  of  November  12,  1884;  and  to  article  5 
convention  of  March  1,  1889,  between  the  United  States  and  1 
and,  relying  upon  those  treaty  provisions,  requested  that  the  1 
States  Government  prevent  the  erection  and  operation  of  a  dai 
company  known  to  the  complainants  as  the  "Rio  Grande  Irri 
Company,"  at  Elephant  Buttes,  N.  Mex.,  about  125  miles  abov 
del  Norte,  designed  to  store  all  the  surplus  waters  of  the  riv 
turn  it  into  irrigating  ditches  and  canals. 

The  complaint  of  Mexico  was  sent  August  8,  1896,  to  Col. 
Mills,  of  the  United  States  Army,  who  was  then  engaged,  unc 
direction  of  this  Department,  in  an  investigation  of  the  voli 
water  in  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  feasibility  of  a  plan,  under  ( 
eration  by  both  Governments  of  erecting  an  international  res 
Colonel  Mills  reported,  November  17,  1896,  that  the  erection 
dam  at  Elephant  Buttes  and  of  other  dams  below  there,  whi 
same  company  contemplated  building,  would  stop  practica 
the  water  coming  into  the  Rio  Grande  above  those  points.  Tt 
plaint  and  Colonel  Mills's  report  were  referred  to  the  Secretary 
Interior  November  30, 1896,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whethe 
was  any  legal  power  to  cancel  the  rights  claimed  by  the  said 
tion  company,  and  if  the  power  to  cancel  existed,  whether  it  c< 
exercised  without  injustice  to  the  parties  directly  or  indirect!} 
ested  in  the  enterprise.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  had  be< 
viously  requested  to  suspend  temporarily  all  applications  for 
of  way  to  build  dams  across  the  river  in  all  pending  CAses.  i 
ber  5,  1896,  he  suspended  the  applications  not  already  approv< 
in  a  letter  of  December  19  said,  with  reference  to  the  dam  at  El 
Buttes  to  be  built  by  the  corporation  referred  to  in  the  Mexica 
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The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is,  for  the  reason  above  given,  power- 
«  to  intervene  or  inquire  further  into  the  lawfulness  of  the  pro- 
sed dam  across  the  Rio  Grande  at  Elephant  Buttes.  The  act  of 
Ij  13, 1892  (27  Stat.  L.,  88-100),  provides,  however  (in  section  3, 
tending  section  7  of  the  act  of  September  19,  1890) : 

li&t  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  build  any  wharf,  pier,  dolphin,  boom,  dam,  weir, 
akwater,  bulkhead,  jetty,  or  structure  of  any  kind  outside  established  harbor 
!«,  or  in  any  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States  where  no  harbor  lines  are 
Daaj  be  established,  without  the  pernussion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  any 
t.  roadstead,  haven,  harbor,  navigable  river,  or  other  waters  of  the  United 
bes,  in  such  manner  as  shall  obstruct  or  impair  navigation,  commerce,  or 
horage  of  said  waters;  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  hereaiter  to  commence  the 
straction  of  any  brid^,  bridge  draw,  bridge  piers  and  abutments,  causeway, 
>ther  works  over  or  m  anv  port,  roiad,  roadstead,  haven,  harbor,  navigable 
'T  or  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States  under  any  act  of  the  legislative 
^mbly  of  any  State  until  the  location  and  plan  of  such  bridge  or  other  works 
e  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  to  excavate  or 
:>T  in  any  manner  to  alter  or  modify  the  course,  location,  condition,  or  capacity 
tuy  port,  roadstead,  haven,  harbor  of  ref  u^,  or  inclosure  within  the  limits  of 
breakwater,  or  of  the  channel  of  any  navigable  water  of  the  United  States, 
ses  approved  and  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

ection  10  of  the  act  of  September  19,  1890  (26  Stat.  L.,  426-454), 
vides: 

lat  the  creation  of  any  obstruction,  not  affirmatively  authorized  by  law,  to  the 
igable  capacity  of  any  waters  in  respect  of  which  the  United  States  has  juris- 
ion  is  hereby  prohibited.  The  continuance  of  any  such  obstruction,  except 
ges,  piers,  docks,  and  wharves,  and  similar  structures  erected  for  business 
>06es.  whether  heretofore  or  hereafter  erected,  shall  constitute  an  offence,  and 
I  week's  continuance  of  any  such  obstruction  shall  be  deemed  a  separate 
lee.  Every  person  and  every  corporation  which  shall  be  gr^ilty  of  creating  or 
inuin^  any  such  unlawful  obstruction  in  this  act  mentioned,  or  shall  violate 
provisions  of  the  last  four  preceding  sections  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed 
ty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
eding  five  thousand  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  (in  the  case  of  a  natural  per- 
not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  both  such  punishments  in  the  discretion  of  the 
t.  The  creating  or  continuing  of  any  unlawful  obstruction  in  this  act  men- 
&d  may  be  prevented  and  such  obstruction  ma^  be  caused  to  be  removed  by 
injunction  of  any  circuit  court  exercising  jurisdiction  in  any  district  in  which 
L  obstruction  may  be  threatened  or  may  exist;  and  proper  proceedings  in 
ty  to  this  end  may  be  instituted  under  the  direction  of  the  Attorney-General 
^e  United  States. 

^  the  projwsed  erection  of  this  dam  across  the  Rio  Grande  at  Ele- 
•nt  Bnttes  has  given  rise  to  an  important  and  perplexing  intema- 
lal  question,  I  have  the  honor  to  inquire  whether  the  parties 
l^ed  in  this  enterprise,  or  others  whose  rights  they  enjoy,  have 
ained  from  you,  as  Secretary  of  War,  the  permission  required  by 
'  act  first  above  quoted.  If  your  permission  has  not  been  obtained 
'  the  placing  of  this  obstruction  across  the  Rio  Grande  River,  I 
ve  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  ascertain  whether  the  river, 
the  parts  which  will  be  affected  by  the  dam  and  the  diminution  of 
B  volume  of  the  water  consequent  upon  its  erection,  is  not  a  navi- 
ble  water  of  the  United  States  within  the  meaning  of  the  statutes 
)ve  quoted,  so  as  to  make  your  sanction  a  necessary  prerequisite 
^e  lawful  erection  of  the  dam.  I  have  received  information  tend- 
to  show  that  the  Rio  Grande  River  is  navigable  for  commercial 
poses  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  possibly  between 
Stat«  of  Colorado  and  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  It  probably 
not  float  water  craft  of  great  size;  but  I  understand  that  it  has 
1  used  in  the  timber  commerce  of  the  country,  and  is,  in  its  nat- 
.  state,  capable  of  regular,  periodical,  if  not  perennial,  use  as  a 


it  is  naturally  capable  of  affording  for  commercial  traffic  betwee 
States  or  between  any  portion  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

Section  10  of  the  act  of  September  19,  1890,  is  a  general  pro^ 
enf  orcible  in  the  courts  under  the  direction  of  the  Attorney-G€ 
of  the  United  States,  and  his  aid  would  necessarily  be  invoked  b 
should  you  determine  to  put  this  provision  of  law  in  force  againi 
Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company's  obstruction  of  the 
at  Elephant  Buttes.  In  this  connection  I  desire  to  call  your  i 
tion  to  an  opinion  of  the  Attomey-Greneral  delivered  Decemlx 
1895  (20  Op.  Att.  Gen.,  274),  in  which  he  holds  that  the  Rio  Gi 
is  not  a  navigable  river  above  a  point  150  miles  below  Paso  del 
in  so  far  as  the  treaty  obligations  of  the  United  States  with  31 
are  concerned.  He  did  not  consider  the  question  whether  the 
where,  it  lies  wholly  in  the  United  States  is  a  navigable  water  ( 
United  States  within  the  meaning  of  the  Federal  Statutes.  This 
question  is,  I  believe,  a  new  one,  dependent  upon  facts  yet  not 
ascertained,  facts  which  I  have  no  doubt  your  Department  can  n 
obtain  and  furnish  to  the  Attorney-General  in  case  they,  in 
opinion,  justify  or  require  the  intervention  of  his  office. 

To  put  you  in  a  more  complete  possession  of  the  facts  relat 
the  dam  at  Elephant  Buttes,  I  inclose  copy  of  the  letter  of  the 
tary  of  the  Interior,  dated  September  19,  1896,  referred  to  abov 
of  the  accompanj^ing  report  of  the  Assistant  Attorney-General  i 
Interior  Department.  From  these  papers  it  appears  that  the 
tary  of  the  Interior  has  acted  upon  the  assumption  that  the  Rio  € 
River  above  the  boundary  line  is  not  a  navigable  river  of  the  T 
States,  without  requiring  proof  or  otherwise  ascertaining  that  i1 
navigable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Ou 


INDORSEMENTS  ON  LETTER  OP    MR    OLNEY  TO  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

JANUARY  13,  1897. 
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[Seoond  indorsement.] 

Office  of  Chief  of  Enoixbebs,  United  States  Army, 

January  25, 1897. 

pectfnlly  referred  toCapt.  G^rge  McC.  Derby,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  will 
»  furnish  such  information  on  the  sabject  as  may  be  in  his  possession  and 
rd  the  papers  to  Maj.  A.  M.  Miller,  Corps  of  Engineers,  at  Galveston,  Tex. 

A.  Mackenzie, 
Acting  Chief  of  Engineers. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

United  States  Engineer's  Office, 
No.  1  Prytania  street.  New  Orleans,  La.,  February  1, 1897. 

pectfnlly  forwarded  to  Maj.  A.  M.  Miller,  Corps  of  Engineers,  in  compliance 
he  preceding  indorsement.    Report  herewith. 

Geo.  McC.  Derby, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

United  States  Engineer's  Office, 

Galveston,  Tex.,  FebTruary  S,  1897. 

pectfnlly  retnmed  to  the  office  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  with 
;  of  this  date. 

A.  M.  Miller, 
■Major,  Corps  of  Engineers, 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Office  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army, 

February  11,  1897. 

Secretary  of  State  brings  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  a  i>etition  of 
an  citizens,  submitted  bv  the  Mexican  minister,  protesting  against  the 
derate  nse  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  its  tribntaries  by  residents  of 
dexico  and  Colorado.  This  petition  is  si)ec:ally  directed  against  the  erection 
[)eration  of  a  dam  by  a  company  known  as  the  **  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irri- 
1  Company,"  at  Elephant  Bnttes,  New  Mexico,  abont  125  miles  above  Paso 
arte,  designed  to  store  aU  the  snrplns  water  of  the  river  and  torn  it  into 
ting  ditches  and  canals. 

pp^urs  that  anthority  to  bnild  this  dam  has  been  granted  by  the  Secretarv  of 
terior :  that  its  proposed  erection  has  given  rise  to  an  important  and  perplex- 
itemational  question;  that  the  revocation  of  the  anthority  is  desirable,  bnt 
he  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  powerless  nnder  the  law  to  revoke  the  action 
Department. 

h  a  view  to  securing  the  intervention  of  the  War  Department,  the  Secretary 
to  calls  attention  to  the  provisions  of  section  3  of  the  act  of  Confess  of  July 
^,  and  of  section  10  of  the  act  of  September  19, 1890,  and  inquires  whether 
ities  engaged  in  the  aforesaid  enterprise,  or  others  whose  rights  they  enjoy, 
>btained  firom  the  Secretary  of  War  the  permission  required  by  the  first- 
i  act,  and,  if  such  permission  has  not  been  obtained,  he  requests  that  the 
ary  of  War  will  ascertain  whether  the  river  in  the  parts  which  will  be 
id  by  the  dam  and  the  diminution  of  the  volume  of  water  consequent  upon 
ction  is  not  a  navigable  water  of  the  United  States  within  the  meaning  of 
w%  referred  to,  so  as  to  make  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  a  neces- 
rerequisite  to  the  lawful  erection  of  the  dam.  In  case  the  Rio  Grande  Dam 
rigation  Company,  or  persons  exercising  the  rights  obtained  by  that  com- 
are,  without  the  i>ermi88ion  required  by  the  act  of  July  13, 1892,  building 
at  to  build  a  dam  across  a  navigable  river  of  the  United  States  in  a  manner 
iU  obstruct  or  impair  the  use  of  that  river  as  a  highway  for  commerce 
311  the  United  States  and  Mexico  or  between  the  States  of  the  Union,  the 
ary  of  State  requesto  that  the  aid  of  the  Attorney-General  be  invoked  to  put 
3visions  of  section  10  of  the  act  of  September  19, 1890,  in  force  against  the 
xmpanv. 

ir  as  tne  records  of  this  office  show,  no  permission  has  been  granted  by  the 
iry  of  War  to  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company  or  any  other 
ation  to  build  a  dam  at  Elephant  Buttes,  or  at  any  other  point  on  the  Rio 

9. 


Bngadier-OeneraL  Chief  of  Engin 


[Sixth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  February  12, 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-Gteneral  for  reference  to  Colonel 
for  snch  information  as  may  be  in  his  possession  concerning  the  matter  ii 
tion.    An  early  report  is  desired. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

J.  B.  Randolph,  ^cfingC^ie/C 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Officb 

Washington  y  Fd}ruory  IS, 

Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  Anson  Mills,  Third  Cavalry,  commissioner 
United  States,  Water  Boundary  Commission  of  the  United  States  and  Mexic< 
Dnpont  Circle,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  such  information  as  may  be  in  his 
sion  concerning  the  matter  in  question.    An  early  reply  is  desired. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

J.   C.   GiLMORE 

Assistant  Adjutant-Gti 
[Eighth  indorsement.] 

Washinoton,  February  15, 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  the  sU 
that  tnis  matter  was  referred  to  me  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  Sti 
communication  dated  January  4  last;  and  that  in  a  letter  dated  January  7 
of  which  I  inclose  herewith,  I  gave  him  all  the  information  I  possessed  th 
appeared  to  me  as  pertinent  to  the  question  at  issue.  It  has  since  occuiTe< 
however,  that  from  my  knowledge  of  the  character,  condition,  and  rearime 
Rio  Grande,  I  should  nave  added  some  facts  and  circumstances  sunoundi 
question  that  render  it  unique  compared  with  other  of  our  rivers  that  h 
authoritative  consideration  by  any  branch  of  the  Government  in  the  mi 
navigation. 

In  all  previous  considerations,  I  dare  say  that  the  questions  were  entire! 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  structures  described  and  forbidden  in  the  act  of  Se[ 
19, 1890,  to  **  obstruct  or  impair  navigation,"  has  been  considered  only  wit 
ence  to  the  obstruction  that  the  structure  itself  gives  to  the  passage  at  tl 
where  erected,  while  in  the  case  of  the  *'Rio  Grande  Irrigation  Compai 
the  other  similar  companies  which  seek  similar  privileges  the  structure  th 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  WATERS   OP  THE   BIO   GRANDE.  29 

t^oOf  which  wiU  be  still  fnxther  impaired  by  the  diversion  of  the  waters  as 

snbmit,  tiieiefore,  whether  this  case  is  not  so  nniqne  as  to  require,  under  the 
ritof  the  law,  a  Afferent  and  broader  consideration,  namely,  as  a  riyer  entire 
CD  the  location  of  the  proposed  dam  to  the  Gulf;  to  determine  in  fairness 
ether  the  proposed  dam  would  ** obstruct  or  impair''  a  navigable  river  of  the 
ited  States. 

alflo  inclose  copies  of  act  of  Congress  approved  July  28, 1882,  and  September  6, 
^,  authorizing  bridges  across  the  Rio  Qrande  at  El  Paso,  which  appear  to 
agnize  the  navigability  of  the  river  at  that  point.  ^ 

Anson  Mills, 
Colonel  Third  Cavalry^  Commissioner, 

lbtter  accompantino  third  indorsement. 

United  States  Engineer's  Office, 
S^S^  Prytania  Street y  New  Orleans,  La,,  February  i,  1897, 

r.  Gen.  WiLUAM  P.  Craiohill, 
Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

rNERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows,  in  comi)liance  with  your  indorse* 
t  of  January  25,  1897,  directing  me  to  furnish  such  information  as  may  be  in 
possession  on  the  subject  of  the  navigability  of  the  Rio  Qrande  River,  as  affect* 
the  validity  of  the  claim  to  the  right  to  dam  the  river  at  Elephant  Buttes 
e  by  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company. 

Lch  knowledge  as  I  have  of  this  subject  has  come  to  me  through  my  having 
ed  since  last  May  as  engineer  member  of  the  International  (Water)  Boundary 
tmission  in  the  consideration  of  questions  pertaining  to  the  use  of  the  waters 
le  Rio  Qrande  and  the  project  of  an  international  dam  at  El  Paso. 
le  flow  of  water  in  the  Rio  Grande  at  and  near  El  Paso  is  exceedingly  variable. 
re  are  months  in  the  year  when  there  is  no  flow  at  all,  and  at  other  times  the 
thly  flow  is  as  great  as  12,000  cubic  feet  per  second.  The  periods  of  high 
9r  recur  annually  with  regularity,  and  at  such  times  the  river  is  unquestion- 
navigable  at  and  above  El  Paso,  and  could  certainly  be  used  in  commerce  for 
dng  logs  and  flatboats.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  this  portion  of 
river  has  ever  been  put  to  such  use,  the  country  being  but  sparsely  settled  and 
t)er  being  exceeding^  scarce.  But  the  issue  is  not  whether  the  river  has  been 
lally  navigated,  but  whether  it  is  navigable  within  the  meaning  of  the  law, 
^t  it  can  be  classified  as  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States,  entitled  to 
^otection  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  the  act  of  September  19, 1890. 
4  many  rivers  of  the  country  have  been  so  classified  which  in  point  of  depth, 
lune,  and  regularity  of  flow  offer  fewer  advantages  to  navigation  than  does 
I  Rio  Grande  at  El  Paso,  it  seems  clear  to  me  that  this  stream  should  also  be 
classified. 

Cnrther,  it  would  appear  from  the  inclosed  papers  that  it  has  heretofore  been 
!ided  that  the  Rio  Grande  is  navigable  at  and  below  a  point  150  miles  below 
Paso,  and  since  the  river  receives  no  important  tributaries  within  this  150  miles 
its  course,  it  is  manifest  that  a  dam  at  Elephant  Buttes  which  would  entirely 
p  the  flow  at  El  Paso  would  necessarily  injuriously  **  modify  the  capacity  of 
channel "  of  the  river  in  that  part  of  its  course  where  it  has  heretofore  been 
i  to  be  navigable. 

torn  either  of  these  standpoints  it  would  appear  that  the  plans  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Q  and  Irrigation  Company  required  the  approval  and  authorization  of  the  Sec- 
jry  of  War. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  McG.  Derby, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army, 

letter  ACCOMPANTINa  FOURTH  INDORSEMENT. 

United  States  Engineer's  Office, 

Galveston,  Tex,,  FebrtiaryS,  1897, 
It.  Col.  A.  Mackenzie, 
Acting  Chief  of  Engineers,  Washington,  D,  C. 

»LONEL:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  January  35, 1897,  in  reference  to 
lin  information  in  reference  to  the  effects  of  a  dam  proposed  to  be  erected  in 
iio  Grande  at  Elephant  Buttes,  New  Mexico,  I  would  state  as  follows: 
16  only  information  in  the  possession  of  this  office  in  reference  to  the  Rio 
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against  the  withdrawal  of  water  for  irrigation  pnrposes  would  not  be  reo 
with  f ayor.  They  are  provided  with  good  railway  facilities.  In  my  jndgi 
the  stream  is  not  worthy  of  improvement  by  the  General  Gk>yemment.*' 

Mr.  Gerald  Bagnall,  assistant  engineer,  who  made  the  examination,  com 

this  conclnsion  in  his  report: 

^^  '  "  The  people  of  the  valley  take  no  interest  in  the  question  of  navigation  c 

0mL  •  Bio  Grande,  but  the  problem  of  how  to  store  its  waters  for  iiri^tion  pnrpo 

if  one  which  they  consider  of  vital  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  that  section 

"f  *'ln  conclusion,  I  will  say  that  I  consider  the  construction  not  only  of  an 

^*-^  river  channel  but  of  any  navigable  channel  to  be  impracticable.    There  is  a 

^  stage  of  water  in  the  river  during  the  months  of  May  and  June,  when  the  cti 

must,  in  many  places,  especially  in  the  caSons,  become  almost  a  torrent.    I 

valleys  this  is  caused  not  only  by  the  increased  volume  of  water  but  also 

— ^  shortening  of  the  channel  where  it  cuts  across  the  sandpits,  around  which  it  i 

.^    '  >  during  low  stages.    During  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  when  the  river  is 

-4     •  '  ^^^  discharge  would  be  insufficient  to  supply  any  navigable  channel,  except 

4  haps  a  narrow  canal  with  locks,  the  construction  of  which  on  a  foundation  of  i 

in  places  40  feet  deep,  would  be  financially,  if  not  physically,  impracticable.*' 
From  the  above  it  would  appear  that  at  the  time  of  the  examination  by  2i 
Ernst  the  Rio  Grande  above  El  Paso  was  not  considered  a  navigable  stream 
only  looked  on  as  a  means  of  irrigation.  There  is,  however,  I  am  inforn 
short  period  of  high  water  when  It  is  possible  to  raft  or  use  flatboats  in  this 
of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  papers  from  the  State  Department  are  returned  herewith,  and  a  r 
received  from  Captain  Derby,  Coips  of  Engineers,  is  also  forwarded. 
Very  respect! ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  MiiXEB, 
Major  ^  Corps  of  Engin» 


;0RRESPONDENCE   TOUCHING  AND  THE   PROCEEDINGS  OF 
THE  INTERNATIONAL  COMMISSION  ON  THE  SUBJECT 
OF  THE  EQUITABLE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE 
WATERS  OF  THE  RIO  GRANDE. 


Department  op  State, 
Washifigton,  May  13,  1896. 
oL  Anson  Mills,  TJ.  S.  A. , 

Commissioner,  etc..  El  Pa^o,  Tex. 

Snt:  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  instruments  in  English  and 
paiiish,  one  signed  by  Mr.  Romero,  the  Mexican  minister  at  this 
ipital,  on  behalf  of  Mexico,  and  one  by  myself,  on  behalf  of  the 
nited  States,  empowering  Mr.  Osorno,  the  chief  of  the  Mexican  com- 
lission,  and  yourself  to  examine  and  rei)ort  upon  certain  questions 
ivolving  the  equitable  distribution  and  use  of  the  Rio  Grande 
etween  the  two  Republics.^ 

I  understand  that  Mr.  Romero  has  brought  to  the  notice  of  Mr. 
•somo  the  texts  of  this  instrument,  with  a  view  to  its  prompt  fulfill- 
lent.  I  shall,  however,  out  of  abundant  caution,  and  following  the 
iggestion  in  my  note  to  Mr.  Romero,  inclose  a  copy  of  both  texts  to 
[r.  Osorno  for  his  full  and  complete  information. 
It  is  the  desire  of  both  Governments  that  the  subjects  mentioned  in 
le  commissions  herewith  be  prosecuted  without  unnecessary  delay 
)  a  completion  within  the  stipulated  period  of  eight  months  from 
[ay  6, 1896.  The  concluding  part  of  these  commissions  contemplates 
lat  you  and  your  colleague,  in  case  of  agreement  as  to  results,  ''shall 
lake  a  joint  report  to  each  Government,  and  if  they  disagree,  and 
>  far  as  they  disagree,  shall  make  separate  rei)orts  to  each." 
Commending  the  subject  to  your  careful  and  earnest  consideration, 
id  enjoining  prompt  and  energetic  action,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient 
irvant, 

RiCHABD  Olney. 


El  Paso,  Tbx.  ,  'November  25,  1896. 

DD.  Secretary  op  State, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  joint 

mmission  on  the  investigations  into  the  distribution  of  the  waters 

the  Rio  Grande  and  the  construction  of  a  dam  and  reservoir  near 

Paso,  Tex.,  with  the  following  inclosures: 

L  Letter  of  Mr.  E.  P.  Ripley,  president  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka 

1  For  copy  of  protocol  see  p.  1  of  Jonmal  of  Angnst  17, 1896. 
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and  Santa  Fe  Railway  Company,  submitting  a  proposition  to  remove 
his  roadbed  from  the  proposed  reservoir. 

2.  Letter  of  Mr.  J.  Knittschnitt,  general  manager  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railway  Company,  making  a  similar  proposition  with  reference 
to  his  roadbed. 

3.  Letter  from  Messrs.  Magoffin,  Zimpelman  &  Crosby,  and  a  sepa- 
rate letter  from  Mr.  Magoffin,  naming  a  price  upon  about  7,000  acre8 
of  land  to  be  submerged. 

4.  Joint  report  of  the  engineers  of  the  respective  countries  regard- 
ing the  technical  investigations  on  the  subject,  with  accompanying 
appendixes  and  maps. 

In  explanation  of  the  large  excess  of  the  present  estimates,  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  preliminary  investigations  made  in  1889, 1  beg 
to  make  the  following  remarks: 

First.  President  Ripley  has  increased  Mr.  Follett's  estimate  about 
$98,000  for  the  removal  of  the  Santa  Fe  road.  Mr.  Ripley,  however, 
claims  $48,000  as  compensation  for  increased  maintenance  by  the 
increase  of  the  number  of  bridges,  etc.,  over  the  many  ravines. 

I  am  satisfied,  however,  and  I  believe  that  Mr.  Ripley  will  be  so 
satisfied,  that  the  maintenance  of  these  trestles  will  be  no  greats 
from  year  to  year  than  the  present  cost  of  riprapping  against  the 
encroachments  of  the  river  and  ballasting  in  the  soft  bottom  lands. 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  on  further  examination  Mr.  Ripley  will  be 
willing  to  remove  his  road  at  Mr.  FoUett's  estimate.  However,  I  lia^* 
thought  best  to  place  his  figures  in  the  estimates  to  insure  a  sufficiencj 
of  funds. 

Second.  Mr.  J.  Kruttschnitt's  (general  manager  of  the  SoutlierB 
Pacific  Railway  Company)  estimates  are  more  difficult  of  explana* 
tion,  because  he  has  given  no  items  and  has  made  a  large  increase 
over  Mr.  Follett's  estimates.  However,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the 
principal  increase  is  due  to  a  necessary  new  bridge.  When  Mr.  Fol- 
lett  made  his  estimate  there  was  an  old  wooden  bridge,  about  worn  out, 
which  the  road  was  contemplating  moving,  and  has  since  replaced 
by  an  iron  and  stone  structure  at  large  cost.  This  will  have  to  be 
torn  down  and  a  new  one  built  of  larger  dimensions,  some  22  feet 
higher,  and  while  Mr.  Kruttschnitt  does  not  state  so,  I  think  he  has 
made  an  estimate  for  a  very  expensive  bridge,  for  otherwise  I  think 
the  road  could  be  moved  for  something  very  near  Mr.  FoUett's  esti- 
mate. However,  I  have  thought  best  in  this  case  also  to  place  the 
amount  at  Mr.  Kruttschnitt's  figures. 

Third.  The  increase  in  the  estimate  for  the  condemning  of  the  land 
is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  limekiln,  which  was  esti- 
mated by  Mr.  Follett  at  $1,000,  has  since  become  a  very  valuable 
plant,  supplying  the  Kansas  City  smelter  at  this  place.  There  are 
many  valuable  buildings  and  works,  which  probably  cost  about  |30,(XiO 
or  $40,000,  all  of  which  Mill  probably  have  to  be  submerged,  and  then 
farther  above  there  is  a  brick  factory  which  cost  several  thousand 
dollars.  The  land  itself  (about  27,000  acres)  is  not  worth  over  $3  or 
$4  an  acre  in  the  public  market,  and  the  title  to  about  10,000  acres  to 
be  submerged  in  New  Mexico  is  on  unconfirmed  grants,  the  title  prob- 
ably still  resting  in  the  United  States,  in  which  case  it  would  cost 
nothing;  but  in  this  case  also  I  have  thought  best  to  estimate  that  it 
would  have  to  be  bought  and  paid  for,  and  that  in  the  course  of  con- 
demnation the  owners  would  get  larger  prices  for  their  land  than  it  is 
actually  worth. 

Fourth.  Regarding  t\ve>  da,TXi  -^Yoi^er^  it  is  the  most  disappointinj? 
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feature  in  the  whole  investigation,  for  the  reason  that  the  bed  rock  was 
found  so  much  farther  below  the  surface  than  was  anticipated,  entail- 
ing extraordinary  expense.    The  depth  ranges  from  44  to  87  feet  across 
the  gorge,  500  feet  wide,  filled  with  sand  and  gravel  thi'ough  which 
the  water  readily  percolates,  and  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  open 
cofferdams  could  be  sunk  to  that  depth,  as  the  pressure  would  be 
from  two  to  thi-ee  atmospheres,  at  the  bottom  about  40  pounds  to  the 
Square  inch,  which  would  force  the  water  and  fine  sand  through  under- 
^^ath  faster  than  it  would  be  practicable  to  pump  it  out;  hence  it  will 
P^  necessary  to  hold  the  water  and  sand  back  by  pneumatic  pressure 
fJi  closed  cofferdams  or  caissons,  or  some  other  similar  method,  which 
J^the  principal  cause  of  the  great  increase  in  expense  of  the  dam  over 
r^©  former  estimate.     Of  course  the  increased  depth  of  the  bed  rock 
increased  the  total  height  of  the  dam,  largely  increasing  the  number 
J^^ciibic  yards  of  masonry.     Mr.  Follett  estimated  47,000  cubic  yards; 
^'Ws  estimate  calls  for  93,000  cubic  yards.     Mr.  Follett's  estimated  cost 
ilj^s  $4.50  per  yai*d;  the  present  engineei'S  have  just  about  doubled  it. 
*^is  increase  in  the  expense  of  the  masonry  is  understood  to  provide 
*^the  expense  of  the  caissons  and  cofferdams,  and  is  About  1400,000, 
^uich  ought  to  be  amply  sufficient.     I  think  some  of  the  engineers' 
^^imatcs  are  excessive,  but  taking  it  all  in  all,  I  do  not  believe  the 
^timate  as  a  whole  to  be  so. 

I  consider  the  description  (on  page  5  of  the  engineers'  joint  report) 

^^  the  land  proposed  to  be  ceded  to  Mexico  as  too  indefinite  and 

^certain  to  be  incorporated  in  a  treaty,  for  the  reason  that  it  takes 

^  its  initial  point  the  '  *  middle  "  of  a  very  small  railroad  bridge  across 

^ravine,  which  bridge  is  to  be  removed  and  the  locality  submerged 

M'  the  waters  of  the  reservoir,  and  makes  no  specific  connection  with 

^he  international  boundary.     I  would  suggest  as  a  better  description 

Jie  following:   Beginning  at  a  point  where  the  parallel  of  31°  47' 

intersects  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande; 

Jhence  west  through  the  initial  monument.  No.  1,  of  the  international 

TOundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  along,  said 

))arallel  (the  boundary)  about  1,312  feet;  thence  due  north  along  the 

Meridian  to  its  intersection  with  the  deepest  channel  of  the  Rio 

^Srande;  thence  down  said  deepest  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande  with 

its  meanders  to  the  place  of  beginning,  containing  about  100  acres. 

This  estimate  is  a  very  large  sum,  indeed,  and  I  doubt  very  much 
"Whether  Mexico  has  been  injured  by  the  United  States  in  depriving 
^hem  of  their  vested  rights  in  the  water  to  that  extent;  but  it  is  such 
*  problematical  question  that  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  to  ever 
^rrive  at  any  degree  of  accuracy  as  to  how  much  they  have  been 
injured.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  they  have  been  wronged  pecun- 
iarily to  a  very  large  extent,  and  the  future  will  continue  to  entail 
toore  in  a  progressive  ratio  until  the  matter  is  settled. 

My  first  impulse  was  to  insist  that  Mexico  should  share  a  portion  of 
^he  X)^cuniary  burden;  but,  in  the  first  place,  the  Mexican  commis- 
sioner would  not  agree  to  this,  which  would  compel  separate  reports, 
^nd,  in  the  second  place,  if  Mexico  did  share  in  the  expense  she  would 
expect  to  share  in  the  control  of  the  construction,  and  as  a  double 
administration  between  any  different  people  would  invariably  prolong 
the  work  and  increase  the  cost,  it  is  particularly  so  in  this  case,  where 
the  methods  of  the  two  peoples  are  so  different.  I  think,  therefore, 
^ven  if  Mexico  were  willing  to  share  to  the  extent  of  $400,000  or 
^500,000,  under  a  joint  construction,  it  would  be  economical  for  thft 
tlnited  States  to  take  it  alone  and  bear  all  the  burden. 
S.  Doc.  229 3 


El  Pa.so,  Tex.,  Augtui  77, 

In  this  city  at  the  comity  court-houae  of  El  Paso  Connty,  Tex.,  Col.  Adm 

and  Senor  Don  F.  Javier  Osomo,  the  first  named  commissioner  on  the  ] 

the  United  States,  and  the  second  commissioner  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  i 

I  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  following  agreement  hetween  thf 

"^  '  Governments,  dated  Washington,  May  6, 1896: 

imL  •  '*It  being  essential  to  the  conduct  of  the  negotiations  contemplated  by  ti 

*^  current  resolution  of  Congress  of  April  29, 1890,  that  there  should  beac 

"f  and  authoritative  ascertainment  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  irrigation  of  ti 

f^  lands  in  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  River,  to  the  construction  of  a  dam 

^  ^  said  river  at  El  Paso,  Tex. ,  and  to  the  other  subjects-matter  of  said  resolat 

_  "And  the  Mexican  Government,  deeming  that  it  is  of  vital  interest  i 

f^   ^  Republic  and  especially  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  right  bank  of  the  Ric 

^^  (Grande)  to  contribute  for  their  part  to  nreparin^  the  means  for  carrying 

^^     •  negotiations  recommended  in  the  af  oresaia  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the 

- -H    ..  .  States  of  America; 

''  Col.  Anson  Mills  and  Sefior  Don  F.  Javier  Osomo,  members  of  the  1 
tional  Boundary  Commission,  organized  under  the  convention  of  March 
are  hereby  requested  and  directed  to  investigate  and  report,  as  soon  as  prac 
upon  the  questions  and  matters  following,  to  wit: 

''1.  The  amount  of  water  of  the  Rio  Grande  taken  by  the  irrigation 
constructed  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

'*2.  The  average  amount  of  water  in  said  river,  year  by  year,  before  t 
struction  of  said  irrigation  canals  and  since  said  construction — the  presei 
included. 

'*  3.  The  best  and  most  feasible  mode,  whether  throtigh  a  dam  to  be  cons 
across  the  Rio  Grande  near  El  Paso,  Tex.,  or  otherwise,  of  so  regulating 
of  the  waters  of  said  river  as  to  secure  to  each  country  concerned  an< 
inhabitants  their  legal  and  equitable  rights  and  Interests  in  said  waters. 

''It  is  understood  that  the  said  Anson  Mills  and  the  said  Senor  Don  F. 
Osomo  will  also  be  requested  and  directed  to  perform  the  duties  herei 
described  on  behalf  of  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Mexic 
each  Government  shall  be  at  liberty  to  aid  and  facilitate  the  work  to  be 
plished  by  the  employment  of  such  engineers,  clerks,  and  other  agents  as 
see  fit;  that  the  said  Col.  Anson  Mills  and  the  said  Seiior  Don  F.  Javier  Ofl 
they  a^ee  upon  results,  shall  make  a  joint  report  to  each  Government; 
they  disagree,  and  so  far  as  they  disagree,  shall  make  separate  reports  t 
and  that  eight  months  from  this  date. 
"Washington,  May  6, 1896. 

"  Richard  Oi 
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oar  this  work,  and  as  all  the  members  of  the  commission  understand  English,  it 
ras  then  agreed,  first,  that  the  records  shall  be  kept  in  the  English  language  only, 
ae  record  oy  each  commission,  which  shall  be  dmy  signed  by  each  conmiissioner 
ad  attested  by  their  secretaries;  second,  that  the  engmeer*s  reports,  either  joint 
r  separate,  shall  be  handed  to  the  oonmiissioners  on  or  before  December  6, 1896, 
1  order  that  the  commissioners  may  have  tiiem  and  nse  them  in  framing  their 
sport  to  their  respective  Gk>vemments  before  January  6, 1897. 
The  work  before  the  conmiission  was  then  distribnted  as  follows:  The  commis- 
Loners  to  take  np  and  as  far  as  practicable  complete— 

1.  Acquire  options  from  the  owners  for  as  mnch  of  the  27,000  acres  of  land  pro- 
ceed to  be  sabmerged  as  x>ossible. 

2.  By  correspondence,  try  to  secure  from  the  Southern  Pacific  and  Atchison, 
*opeka  and  Santa  Fe  raUway  companies  propositions  to  move  their  roads  out  of 
he  bed  of  the  proposed  reservoir  for  a  stipulated  sum  from  the  Qovernment. 

3.  By  correspondence,  through  the  Stat^  Department,  to  endeavor  to  get  from 
be  State  of  Texas  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  to  the  Federal  authorities  over  that 
lortlon  of  the  lands  to  be  submerged  that  lie  in  Texas  in  order  that  the  process  of 
ondemnation  may  be  simplified  by  all  going  through  the  same  courts — the  FederaL 

4.  By  correspondence,  tor^ugh  the  State  Department,  to  endeavor  to  restrain, 
&ther  by  present  of  future  laws  to  be  enacted  by  Congress,  the  people  of  New 
If  exico  trom  building  the  numerous  dams  and  reservoirs  that  have  been  projected 
by  the  Gedofincal  Survey  in  that  Territory  in  the  bed  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  its 
tributaries.  This  restraint  to  be  only  so  far  as  the  appropriation  of  waters  by 
ttkese  proposed  dams  and  reservoirs  might  interfere  with  the  present  vested  rights 
in  Mexico  and  Texas  below  the  proposed  dam. 

5.  By  correspondence,  through  the  State  Department,  to  endeavor  to  get  a  ces- 
non  of  about  100  acres  of  land  from  the  United  States  to  Mexico,  in  case  the  dam 
Bhould  be  constructed  as  now  proposed,  so  that  one  end  of  it  should  be  located  on 
Mexican  soiL 

The  engineers  to  take  up,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  complete  the  following: 

1.  Locate  the  site  for  the  proposed  dam. 

2.  Develop  thoroughly  the  bed  rock. 

3.  Make  one  or  more  working  plans,  with  estimates  of  cost  in  detail  for  the  dam 
itself  and  all  appurtenances,  such  as  by- wash  and  outlets. 

4.  Surve^r  and  make  an  accurate  map  of  whatever  land  may  be  necessary  to  cede 
to  Mexico,  in  order  that  Mexico  may  possess  one  end  of  the  dam  on  her  own  terri- 
tory. 

5.  Make  thoroughlv  all  investigations  practicable,  as  to  flow  of  the  waters  at 
different  points  on  the  Rio  Grande  and  its  tributaries,  as  contemplated  in  the 
agreement  between  the  Gk>vemments. 

6.  Enumerate  and  measure  all  the  ditches  and  reservoirs  that  are  now  taken 
from  the  Rio  Grande  and  its  tributaries  and  measurement  of  flow,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, and  determine  theoretically  as  far  as  possible  the  question  whether  or  not, 
after  these  ditches  and  reservoirs  are  supplied,  the  present  flow  of  the  river  will 
maintain  the  proposed  reservoir  year  by  year. 

After  long  ana  informal  discussion  between  the  engineers,  they  proposed  the 
iidlowing  plan  of  operations,  which  was  adopted:  The  Mexican  commission  taking 
the  larger  part  of  the  work,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  United  States  has 
alreadv  done  a  very  considerable  amount  of  preliminary  work,  and  the  further 
fact,  the  funds  now  available  for  the  United  States  commission  are  limited. 

Mr.  W.  W.  FoUett,  assistant  engineer  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  who 
kiu)ws  thoroughly  the  Rio  Grande  and  its  tributaries,  to  go  to  Denver  and  the 
vaDey  of  the  Bio  Grande,  accompanied  by  one  of  Mr.  de  Ibarrola's  assistants,  to 
collect  such  information  as  is  possible  relative  to  the  amount  of  water  taken  from 
the  Rio  Grande;  the  storage  reservoirs  existing  and  proposed,  and  the  flow  of  the 
river. 

The  Mexican  engineers  to  at  once  make  a  careful  topographical  survey  of  the 
gorge  from  the  railroad  bridge  to  a  point  where  it  widens  out  into  the  valley,  and 
irhere  the  dam  is  proposed  to  be  constructed. 

2.  To  have  a  series  of  borings  of  such  necessary  depth  to  which  it  will  be  prac- 
icable  to  construct  the  dam. 

3.  To  then  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  all  localities  where  hard  bottom  is 
'ouiid,  sinking  a  sufficient  number  of  well  holes  and  trial  pits  to  determine  fully 
he  character  of  the  foundation  available,  so  as  to  fumisn  data  for  the  prepara- 
icm  of  plans  and  specifications  for  the  dam.  the  United  States  engineer  to  be  pres- 
mt  at  tne  sinking  of  the  well  holes  and  pits,  when  practicable. 

i.  To  take  such  additional  observations  as  may  be  practicable  as  to  the  silt- 
arrying  capacity  of  the  river,  should  there  be  any  flow  of  the  river  up  to 
November. 


tne  unitea  states  commission,  tne  earnest  opportnmty  practicaDie,  owing 
illness  of  the  United  States  commissioner  since  the  17th  of  Angost. 

The  Joint  Commission  then  proceeded  to  indite  the  following  letters  of  u 
to  the  respective  presidents  of  the  Atchisoxr,  Topeksr  and  Soqta  Fe  and  Soi 
Pacific  Railway  companies: 

El  Paso,  Tex.,  September 8,  i 

To  the  president  of  the  Atchison^  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  Railway  Company. 
(Through  Mr.  Copeland,  agent,  El  Paso,  Tex.) 

Dear  Sir:  The  undersigned,  Anson  Mills,  commissioner  for  the  United  i 

and  F.  Javier  Osomo,  commissioner  for  Mexico,  duly  anthorized  and  app 

by  their  respective  Governments  to  acquire  information  and  formulate  a 

for  presentation  to  Congress,  through  the  State  Departments  of  each  connti 

the  building  of  an  international  dam  and  reservoir  at  this  place,  as  per  the  io 

"^  copy  of  an  agreement  between  Mr.  Olnev,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  i 

^^jL  and  Mr.  Romero,  minister  for  Mexico,  have  found  as  one  of  the  things  nee 

'      ■     •  the  ascertainment  of  the  cost  of  the  removal  of  your  road  from  the  bed 

proposed  reservoir.    We  inclose  you  herewith  the  printed  report  of  Colone 
ana  the  railroad  engineer,  Mr.  Follett,  containing  a  preliminary  survey 
present  Santa  Fe  rosbd  bed  and  the  proposed  location  for  its  removal. 

Mr.  Follett,  in  this  survey,  made  estimates  of  the  cost  of  removal  as  ^ 
observed,  but  it  is  fair  to  say  that  this  was  only  preliminary  and  probably  1 
in  excess  of  the  actual  cost  of  removal  at  this  time,  the  survey  having  beei 
seven  years  since. 

We  want  to  ask  you  to  make  a  proposition  to  us  for  a  stated  sum  for  rei 
your  road  without  the  bed  of  the  lake,  this  proposition  to  be  received  by  t 
to  December  1, 1896. 

We  are  compelled  to  ask  for  this  estimate  thus  hastily  for  two  reason 
because  the  time  allotted  to  us  for  our  report  to  the  Governments  is  not  m 
ficient  for  our  commission  or  the  railroad  company  to  make  a  detailed  snr 
estimate,  and  second,  because  if  we  had  time  to  make  such  a  survey  oursc 
is  not  probable  that  the  location  we  should  select  would  be  as  satisfactorj 
selected  by  the  road  itself. 

We  have  here  belonging  to  Mr.  Follett's  printed  report  his  complete  fiel 
and  profiles,  and  we  suggest  that,  if  practicable,  you  send  an  engineer  of  yc 
selection  to  take  up  his  work  at  any  point  on  its  line  and  resurvey  it  for  si 
tance  as  might  be  necessary  in  your  opinion  to  establish  the  correctnes 
work  and  estimates,  and  from  that  make  your  proposition  to  remove  th 
Mr.  Follett  can  be  found  here  working  on  the  dam  and  other  investigation; 
sary  for  its  construction. 

Your  vice-president,  Mr.  Morton,  some  time  since  asked  for  information 
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El  Paso,  Tkx.,  Septembers.  ISBiu 

the  President  o^  the  Southern  Pacific  Haihvay  Conipcinu. 

(Through  Mr.  Martin,  superintendent,  El  Paso,  Tex.) 

[)EAR  Sir:  The  undersigned,  Anson  Mills,  commissioner  for  the  United  States, 
d  F.  Javier  Osomo,  commissioner  for  Mexico,  duly  authorized  and  appointed 
their  respective  Governments  to  acquire  information  and  formulate  a  t^reaty 

Ereaentation  to  Congress,  through  the  State  departments  of  each  country,  for 
uildingof  an  international  dam  and  reservoir  at  this  place,  as  per  th?  inclosed 
py  of  an  agreement  between  Mr.  Olney ,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  States, 
d  Mr.  Romero,  minister  for  Mexico,  have  found  as  one  of  the  things  necessary 
»  ascertainment  of  the  cost  of  the  removal  of  your  road  from  the  bed  of  the  pro- 
sed reservoir.  We  inclose  you  herewith  the  printed  report  of  Colonel  Mills  and 
5  railroad  engineer,  Mr.  Follett,  containing  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  present 
athem  Pacific  roadbed  and  the  proposed  location  for  its  removal. 
I4r.  Follett  in  this  survey  made  estimates  of  the  cost  of  removal,  as  will  be 
wrved,  but  it  is  fair  to  say  that  this  was  only  prelimmary  and  probably  largely 
excess  of  the  actual  cost  of  removal  at  this  time,  the  survey  having  been  made 
''en  years  since. 

^e  want  to  ask  you  to  make  a  proposition  to  us  for  a  stated  sum  for  removing 
or  road  without  the  bed  of  the  lake,  this  proposition  to  be  received  by  us  prior 
£>eoember  1, 1896. 

^e  are  compelled  to  ask  for  this  estimate  thus  hastily  for  two  reasons,  first, 
^smse  the  tmae  allotted  to  us  for  our  report  to  the  Governments  is  not  now 
ficient  for  our  commission  or  the  railroad  company  to  make  a  detailed  survey 
3  estimate,  and  second,  because  if  we  had  time  to  make  such  a  survey  ourselves 
■a  not  probable  that  the  location  we  should  select  would  be  as  satisfactory  as 
^  selected  by  the  road  itself.  We  have  here,  belonging  to  Mr.  Follett 's  printed 
K)Tt,  his  complete  field  notes  and  profiles,  and  we  suggest  that,  if  practicable, 
Et  send  an  engineer  of  your  own  selection  to  take  up  his  work  at  any  point  on 
line  and  resurvey  it  for  such  distance  as  mi^ht  be  necessary,  in  your  opinion, 
^tablish  the  correctness  of  his  work  and  estimates,  and  from  that  make  your 
^position  to  remove  the  road.  Mr  Follett  can  be  found  here  working  on  the 
tn  and  other  investigations  necessary  for  its  construction, 
please  address  your  reply  to  No.  2  Dupont  circle,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Anson  Mills, 
United  States  Commissioner. 
F.  Javier  Osorno, 
Mexican  Commissioner, 

The  United  States  commissioner  then  stated  that  he  agreed  and  approved  of  the 
ction  of  the  Mexican  conmiissioner  in  his  (the  Mexican  commissioner's)  approval 
f  the  programme  of  the  engineers  of  both  commissions,  made  during  the  illness 
f  the  United  States  commissioner. 

The  joint  commission  then  adjourned,  to  meet  as  soon  as  the  secretaries  shall 
iTe  obtained  the  necessary  information  regarding  the  lands  proposed  to  be  sub- 
ttged,  to  aid  in  getting  options  thereon. 

Anson  Mills. 

John  A.  Happer. 

F.  Javier  Osorno. 

S.  F.  Maillefert. 


El  Paso,  Tex.,  November  25,  1806, 

rhe  engineers  having  signified  their  willingness  to  submit  their  joint  rei)ort,  as 
[uired  in  the  joint  journal  of  August  17,  on  the  distribution  of  the  waters  of  the 
>  Grande  (Bravo)  and  the  proposed  international  dam  above  El  Paso,  Tex.,  the 
Dt  commission  met  at  10  a.  m.  at  the  office  of  the  United  States  commissioner 
the  purpose  of  receiving  their  report  thereon  and  the  final  consideration  of  the 
sstions  submitted  to  the  joint  commission  in  the  agreement  between  the  Secre- 
y  of  State  for  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  minister  at  Washington, 
»Q  May  6, 1896. 

l*he  engrineers  for  each  Government  then  presented  to  the  joint  commission 
loint  report  duly  signed  by  each,  which  is  appended  hereto  and  described  as 
lows: 

^rst.  The  joint  report  of  the  two  engrineers  of  this  date. 

Second.  The  subreport  of  CivH  Engineer  W.  W.  Follett  on  the  part  of  the  United 
•tee. 

9m    I>01-. 


canals  at  this  date  has  increased  to  925,  irrigating  318,000  acres  of  lai 
in  New  Mexico  there  were,  prior  to  1880,  563  canals  taken  from  the 
and  its  tributaries,  irrigating  183,000  acres  of  land,  and  at  the  presei 
are  603  canals,  irrigating  186,000  acres  of  land. 

These  results  show  an  aggregate  of  1,074  canals  taken  out  in  Colon 
Mexico  prior  to  1880,  and  1,528  taken  from  the  river  and  its  tribul 
date,  showing  an  increase  of  454  canals  and  of  196,000  acres  irrigated 
of  Colorado  and  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  This  shows  quite  ac 
increase  for  the  past  sixteen  years.  There  are  no  reliable  records  ayi 
ing  the  increase  in  the  preceding  years,  but  they  were  doubtlesi 
rapidly  increasing  ratio. 

It  will  also  be  ooserved  that  the  greatest  increase  during  these  sixtc 
in  the  State  of  Colorado,  the  number  of  canals  and  acres  irrigate 
almost  stationary  in  New  Mexico  for  that  period,  but  this  is  easily  a 
by  the  fact  that  the  appropriation  of  water  in  Colorado  has  rendered 
city  in  New  Mexico  that  little  further  increase  of  canals  and  acr^ge  w 

It  is  evident  to  the  commissioners  that  as  the  flow  of  water  in  the 
had  not  only  become  scarce  at  El  Paso,  but  high  up  in  New  Mexico  pr 
1889,  any  increase  of  water  used  in  Colorado  would  diminish  materj 
at  El  Paso  during  the  irrigation  season. 

The  iorefoing  beems  to  the  commissioners  to  be  as  intelligent  an  an 
ticable  to  the  first  section  of  the  agreement  submitted  to  them,  abov< 

The  commissioners  then  took  up  the  second  section  of  the  abo^ 
agreement,  which  reads  as  follows: 

**  The  average  amount  of  water  in  said  river  year  by  year  before  ' 
tion  of  said  irrigation  canals  and  since  said  construction,  the  present  ye 

There  are  no  records  or  testimony  aviuHable  which  will  enable  the 
ers  to  determine  this  question  entire,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  ' 
ord  of  the  flow  of  the  river  here  at  El  Paso  was  taken  in  1889,  the  di 
to  that  date,  the  river  being  dry  as  far  above  as  Albuquerque,  N. '. 
water  passing  El  Paso  for  four  months  during  the  year,  embracing 
tember,  October,  and  November.  There  is  no  tradition  of  such  scar 
prior  to  this  date— 1889— the  river  only  being  dry  once  in  about  sev< 
then  only  for  a  short  period  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer. 

For  the  eleven  months  prior  to  March  31,  1890,  the  flow  of  the  rivi 
was  425,000  acre-feet;  this  includes  the  long  drought  of  1889  befor 
For  the  year  ending  March  31, 1891,  the  flow  was  1,100,000  acre-feet. 
1892  the  flow  at  El  Paso  was  1,850,000  acre-feet.    For  the  year  1893 
875,000  acre-feet. 

During  a  part  of  this  time  measurements  at  Embudo  in  the  Rio 
the  Colorado  line  showed  that  the  flow  at  that  point  was  greater  tha 
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iiiveTwto  dry  for  a  gr«at  part  of  the  irrigating  season  three  years  ont  of  the  five 

pHtt 

The  foregoing  is  a  condensed  compendinm  of  the  large  mass  of  information  and 
«tetirtic8  taken  by  onr  engineers,  from  which  we  form  the  following  conclnsions: 

That  the  flow  of  the  river  at  El  Paso  has  now  been  decreased  by  the  taking  of 
"^ter  for  irrigation  by  canals  constmcted  in  the  United  States  of  America,  about 
1,000 second-feet  for  one  hundred  days  annually,  eaual  to  200,000  acre- feet  of  water. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  loss  is  distributed  tnrough  the  summer  flow,  which 
«t  beat  was  not  always  sufficient  before  the  diminution  took  place  during  dry 
cefisons. 

It  should  be  understood  that  the  great  mass  of  these  waters  both  before  the  con- 
•tmction  of  the  canals  and  since  consists  of  flood  waters  carried  down  the  river 
^nsed,  being  utterly  unavailable  without  large  reservoirs  to  hold  it  for  the 
^^^nn  of  irrigation,  the  maximum  flow  lasting  but  a  few  days,  running  as  high 
•810,000  seoond-feet,  generally  before  the  irrigation  season  fully  sets  in,  and  an 
•vera^e  flood  of  about  5,000  second-feet  during  about  forty  or  fifty  days  in  April 

The  commission  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  third  section  of  the 
^gwement  before  referred  to,  which  reads  as  follows:  / 

"The  best  and  most  feasible  mode — whether  through  a  dam  to  be  constructed 
Jjjjrossthe  Rio  Grande  near  El  "Paso,  Tex.,  or  otherwise — of  so  regulating  the  use 
^  the  waters  of  said  river  as  to  secure  to  each  country  concerned  and  to  its  inhab- 
**Mit8  their  legal  and  equitable  rights  and  interests  in  said  waters." 

The  joint  report  of  the  engineers  develops  a  feasible  method  of  building  a  dam 
^cwbb  the  Rio  Grande  near  El  Paso  (about  3  miles  above)  and  impounding  a  large 
!JM8  of  the  flood  waters  in  a  lake  some  1 5  miles  long  by  about  8^  miles  wide,  which 
■disbelieved  by  the  conunission  will  so  regulate  the  use  of  the  waters  of  said  river 
^  to  secure  to  each  country  concerned  and  to  its  inhabitants  their  legal  and 
^Qitable  rights  and  interests  in  said  waters,  and  neither  they  nor  the  commission- 

^  have  been  able  to  discover  any  other  feasible  mode  of  consummating  these 

ends. 

The  joint  commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  flow  of  the  river  is  suf- 
"Went  to  maintain  thereservo  r  as  projected,  but  insufficient  to  maintain  it  and 
Jtthe  same  time  maintain  the  projected  reservoir  120  miles  abovo  El  Paso,  in  New 
^lico,  known  as  the  Elephant  Buttes  dam  and  reservoir.  One  of  these  projects, 
^  the  opinion  of  the  commission,  must  give  way  to  the  other,  or  at  least,  if  both 
•>«  built,  that  at  Elephant  Buttes  must  in  some  way  be  restrained  from  using 
^ter  already  appropriated  by  the  citizens  of  the  El  Paso  Valley,  both  Mexicans 
JD^ Americans;  and  a  method  provided  in  case  they  violate  these  restraining  rules 
or  a  prompt  and  efficient  legal  remedy  for  the  parties  injured. 

The  investigations  for  the  bed  rock  on  which  to  found  a  masonry  dam  have 
J*n  difficult  and  prolonged,  but  at  last  a  suitable  site  has  been  discovered  by 
^or  Don.  J.  Ramon  de  Ibarrola,  chief  of  the  special  section  for  Mexico,  who 
'^JMlucted  these  and  the  topographical  investigations.  The  depth  of  the  rock  is 
jjt  snch  a  distance  from  the  surf  ace — the  deepest  place  being  about  90  feet — that 
•will  entail  much  greater  cost  in  the  construction  than  was  anticipated  by 
•^preliminary  examination  that  had  been  heretofore  made.  However,  its  con- 
action  is  perfectly  feasible  and  only  a  question  of  cost. 

At  this  point  both  banks  of  the  river  are  in  United  J^^tates  territory,  but  a  very 
fcort  distance  from  the  boundary  line  between  New  Mexico  and  Mexico,  and 
Its  proposed  if  the  dam  be  constructed  that  a  cession  of  some  98  acres  pe  made 
y  the  United  States  to  Mexico,  the  metes  and  bounds  of  which  are  fully  described 
a  the  engineer's  report,  so  that  Mexico  may  own  one  end  and  half  of  the  dimi 
tid  have  access  to  the  lake,  for  the  very  obvious  purpose  of  conducting  its  share 
f  the  waters  impounded  through  its  own  territory  to  its  own  lands  to  bo  irrigated, 
his  land  is  practically  worthless  to  the  United  States,  being  steep  mountain  sides 
'  almost  solid  rock;  but  this  cession  should  be  made  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
fectually  gruard  the  rights  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  Compan}'  as  an 
nerican  corporation. 

ft  is  no  part  of  the  purpose  of  this  project  to  construct  canals  from  the  dam  on 
her  side:  the  water  to  be  delivered  to  the  local  authorities  of  each  nation  through 
llets  in  the  dam  proper. 

it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Joint  Commission  that  Mexico  has  been  wrongfully 
;yrived  for  many  years  of  a  portion  of  her  equitable  rights  in  the  flow  of  one- 
If  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
lalgo;  and  if  there  were  no  other  evidence  of  that  fact  than  the  records  and 
■surements  above  referred  to,  it  is  apparent  to  the  eye  of  any  visitor  to  the 


40  DISTRIBUTION    OF   WATERS   OF   THE   BIO   GRANDE. 

locality,  where  can  he  witnessed  the  dying  fruit  trees  and  yinee,  the  aband 
fields  and  dry  canals  for  the  greatest  portion  that  has  heretofore  been  cnltivi 
and  while  we  are  considering  the  equitable  rights  of  Mexico,  this  is  aim  ^ 
the  United  States  side,  where  almost  the  same  abandonment  and  destnictk 
former  prosi)erous  farms  may  be  witnessed. 

The  joint  commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  impounding  of  this  large  I 
of  the  flood  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  would  not  only  effectually  remedy  thee 
Ing  troubles  regarding  the  equitable  division  of  the  waters  of  said  river  bet^ 
the  two  countries,  but  would  make  it  feasible  to  control  the  flow  in  the  ri?* 
that  it  will  be  practically  constant  and  uniform  and  prevent  the  erosions 
avulsions  which  have  heretofore  rendered  the  boundary  line  between  the 
countries  so  uncertain,  unstable,  and  vexatious.  It  is  certain  that  this  effect 
result  as  far  down  the  river  as  the  mouth  of  the  next  important  tribntarj 
Concho  River,  of  Mexico,  and  that  the  restraint  of  the  torrential  flow  will, 
great  degree,  remedy  the  erosions  and  avulsions  below  the  mouth  of  the  Cc 
to  the  Gulf. 

Of  the  27,000  acres  to  be  submerged  by  the  waters  of  the  reservoir,  about  1 
are  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  and  consist  of  two  unconfirmed  grants,  k 
as  the  Francisco  Garcia  and  Refugio  Colony  grants.  It  is  probable  thattb 
to  most  of  this  land  still  rests  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  aboat 
acres  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Refugio  Colony  grant  being  occupied  by  set 
and  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  proceeding  at  once  to  snbmerg 
remainder. 

The  remaining  17,000  acres  are  in  the  State  of  Texas,  audit  is  probable tl 
many  cases  there  will  be  efforts  to  procure,  by  injunction  and  otherwise, 
and  exorbitant  sums  of  money  for  these  lands,  unless  there  can  be  devised  a  p 
of  condemnation  that  will  insure  justice  to  the  United  States.  Probably  the 
of  Texas  would  be  willing  to  cede  jurisdiction  of  these  lands  to  the  United 
and  thus  enable  the  same  courts  to  have  jurisdiction  over  the  entire  body  o 
to  be  submerged. 

This  may  be  important  from  the  fact  that  the  changing  of  the  channel 
Rio  Grande  in  these  lands  has  brought  about  questions  of  boundary  b( 
Texas  and  New  Mexico,  which  may  embarrass  the  adjustment  of  titles 
different  courts  have  jurisdiction. 

The  commissioners  made  earnest  efforts  to  procure  from  some  of  the  laiff 
ers  of  the  lands  to  be  submerged,  an  offer  of  their  lands  at  a  reasonable  vali 
hoping  thereby  to  encourage  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  all  to  permit  the 
sition  of  title  at  a  reasonable  valuation.  The  only  result  so  far  has  be 
inclosed  letter  from  Messrs.  Magoffin,  Zimpleman,  and  Crosby,  and  a  » 
letter  from  Mr.  Magoffin  offering  some  7,000  acres,  consisting  of  the  best  1 
be  submerged,  in  which  the  price  asked,  $8  per  acre,  the  commissioners  o 
to  be  about  twice  the  market  value.  The  commissioners  would  recommei 
no  further  efforts  be  made  to  procure  the  lands  to  be  submerged  by  purchi 
that  the  usual  course  of  condemnation  be  resorted  to  in  case  the  lands  are  re 

There  are  no  considerable  vested  water  rights  on  the  river  below  the  I 
Valley  and  above  the  Concho,  where  the  flow  below  is  always  cuDSti 
abundant. 

The  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  entire  project  is  hs  follows: 

For  the  construction  of  the  dam  proper,  waste  ways,  outlets,  etc. 

(see  the  estimates  of  the  joint  engineers,  appended  hereto) $1,11'* 

For  the  removal  of  the  tracks  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe 
Railway  Company  (see  copy  letter  of  Presiaent  E.  P.  Ripley, 

inclosed,  marked  X) _       522 

For  the  removal  of  the  tracks  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway 
Company  (see  copy  letter  of  General  Manager  J.  Kruttschnitt, 

inclosed,  marked  Y ) .  _ 44'; 

For  the  condemnation  of  the  lands  to  be  submerged,  and  improve- 

.    mentsthereon  19( 

For  salaries,  office  expenses,  etc ., 4( 

Total 2,31'; 

Notwithstanding  the  magnitude  of  this  sum,  taking  into  considerat 
impossibility  of  ever  arriving  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  to  the  damage  1 
been  done  Mexico  by  the  depletion  of  the  waters  by  the  United  States,  a 
any  settlement  by  a  pecuniary  compensation  would  give  little  satisfac^oii, 
reason  that  by  the  time  the  sums  due  the  parties  were  arriyed  at  it  wil 
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bility,  ha^  been  so  dissipated  by  the  intervention  of  lawyers,  claini  agents, 
then  that  the  tme  sufferers  would  be  little  compensated,  and  the  further 
bat  it  is  believed  that  there  is  a  moral  obligation  resting  on  the  two  Ghovem- 
(—and  it  is  reasonably  practicable— to  rescue  the  perishing  communities 
Tom  the  heretofore  unwitting  spoliation  of  others  above,  who  now  in  turn 
perish  themselves  if  compelled  to  desist  from  using  the  water  which  they 
anlawfnlly  appropriated.  The  commissioners  therefore  make  the  following 
unendations: 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

e  joint  commission  therefore  recommend  to  the  two  Governments  they  rep- 
t.  that  a  treaty  be  entered  into,  as  a  final  settlement  of  all  questions  past  and 
'6.  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
That  the  United  States  cede  to  Mexico  the  small  tract  of  land  before  referred 
3t  reserving  corporate  rights  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  Ck)mpany  to 
United  States. 

Construct  the  dam  as  designed  by  the  joint  engineers. 
Remove  the  railroads  from  the  bed  of  the  proposed  reservoir. 
Acanire  the  land  to  be  submerged. 

Ana  in  some  way  prevent  the  construction  of  any  large  reservoirs  in  the  Rio 
de  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  or  in  lieu  thereof,  if  that  be  impractica- 
estrain  any  snch  reservoirs  hereafter  constructed  from  the  use  of  any  waters 
ich  the  citizens  of  the  El  Paso  Valley,  either  in  Mexico  or  in  the  United 
t,  have  right  by  prior  appropriation,  and  provide  some  legal  and  practica- 
medy  and  redress,  in  case  such  waters  should  be  used,  to  the  citizens  of 
soontries.  And  that  thereafter  the  two  Gk>vemments  provide  by  joint  rep- 
atives  or  mixed  commission  who  are  to  reside  at  their  respective  ends  of  the 
for  a  permanent  distribution  of  the  flow,  as  follows: 

•half  or  so  much  of  one-half  as  may  be  required  to  the  Mexican  side  of  the 
or  such  use  as  the  Mexican  Government  may  see  proper  to  apply  it. 
half  or  so  much  of  one-half  as  may  be  required  to  the  United  States  side  for 
r  use  by  the  United  States. 

all  the  remaining  flow  not  required  by  either  nation  to  the  bed  of  the  river, 
ilated  by  partially  depleting  and  refilling  the  reservoir  as  to  maintain  as  far 
^ticable,  a  constant  and  uniform  flow,  for  the  purx>08e  of  avoiding  a  change 
led  (the  boundary)  bv  erosion  or  avulsion. 

in  consideration  of  all  the  foregoing,  that  Mexico  relinquish  all  claims  for 
lity  for  the  unlawful  use  of  waters  in  the  past,  and  accept  the  dam  so  con- 
d  asan  equitable  distribution,  past  and  future,  of  the  waters  of  said  river,  so 
I  the  United  States  conform  to  what  is  stipulated  above, 
the  United  States  defrav  all  the  expenses  of  the  works  of  the  dam,  waste 
>utleto,  eto.;  the  removal  of  the  two  railroads  from  the  bed  of  the  reservoir; 
idemnation  of  the  land;  and  have  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  dam; 
at  Mexico  be  put  to  no  pecuniary  expense  in  the  matter  save  the  salaries 
untenance  of  such  representetives  as  may  be  desired  to  witness  the  con- 
cm  of  the  work  and  see  that  it  be  carried  out  according  to  the  stipulations 
treaty  and  the  specifications  of  the  work. 

ew  of  the  importance  in  getting  this  subject  before  the  present  Administra- 
Washington  in  time  to  receive  attention  from  both  the  executive  and  leg- 
i  departmento,  and  thus  avoid  the  long  delay  that  would  necessarily  occur 
the  matter  be  laid  over  to  a  new  Administration,  having  given  the  matter 
rious  study,  it  was  decided  that  the  United  States  commissioner  would  pro- 
once,  upon  the*Rigning  of  this  journal,  to  Washington,  to  hand  in  person 
Secretary  of  State  his  copy  of  the  proceedings,  and  that  the  Mexican  com- 
ler  would  proceed  at  once  to  Mexico,  to  carry  his  copy  to  his  Government, 
request  that  the  Mexican  Government  approve  or  disapprove  these  proceed- 
as  early  a  date  as  practicable,  and  telegraph  the  result  to  the  Mexican  min- 
Washington,  in  order  that  there  may  be  as  little  delay  as  practicable  in 
>  Gtovemmento  bringing  this  matter  to  a  final  determination, 
e  United  States  permite  the  construction  of  the  Elephant  Butte  Dam  (or 
imilar  structures)  on  the  river  in  New  Mexico,  the  commissioners  concur 
rpinion  of  the  engineers  that  the  work  should  be  done  under  United  States 
nAtional  supervision,  as  the  release  of  such  a  vast  body  of  water  would  not 
danger  life  and  property  below  it,  but  i>ossibly  destroy  the  international 
!0  miJee  below,  should  it  be  buUt,  and  entail  further  destruction. 
K>pulation  of  the  £1  Paso  Valley  is  at  least  50,000,  all  dependent  upon  the 
the  water  in  the  Rio  Grande.  The  engineers,  in  their  report,  place  the 
ion  at  30,000. 
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At  2  p.  m,  the  joint  <x>Rimi4Sioii,  having  condaded  the  oonsiderAion  of  te  sub- 
ject of  th»  distribution  of  the  waters  of  the  Bio  Orande,  and  the  proposed  intsr 
natibnal  dam  at  or  near  SI  Paso,  therenpon  adjourned. 

ANBON  MlULfi, 

United  States  CQmmim(mer. 
JoKm  A.  Happbr, 

United  States  Settetarff, 
F.  Javier  OsoBiiO. 

Mexican  Comtnimoner, 
8.  F.  Mailxsfebt, 

Secretary, 


Sl  Paso,  Tbx.,  November  18, 1S96. 
Ool.  AReaN  MHiLs,  IT;  S^  A^ 

Dear  Sib:  I  hereby  agree  to  makQ  a  good  and  perfect  title,  to  2^  acres  of  land 
out  of  survey  261«  adjoining  the  C^utmb  grant,  for  l^e  price  of  |8  per  acre. 
Very  respectfully, 

Joseph  HAOOFTDr. 


El  Paso,  Tex.,  November  18, 1896, 
C26L  Anson  HAjiASi  U.  S.  A«,  Qiiy. 

Dear  Sib:  We,  the  undersigned,  hsireby  agree  to  make  a  good  and  perfect  titlt 
to  what  is  known  as  the  Cafiutillo  grant  for  liie  price  of  f8  per  acre. 
This  grant  embodies,  say,  li  leagues,  or  6,682  acres, 
very  respectfully, 

Geo.  B.  ZDfFiLiuiv. 

JOBBPH  MaOOFFOT. 

J.  F;  Gbobbt. 


CmcAOO,  III.,  November  16, 1896. 
Ck>l.  Anson  Mills, 

Commissioner  International  Boundary, 

No,  S  Dupont  Circle^  Washington^  Z).  C 

Dear  Sib;  Befeixing  to  the  correspondence  between  us  in  regairdfto  r^monl  of 
our  present  roadbed  from  Anthony  to  Kl  Paso  by  reason  of  the  proposed  cowtnie^ 
tion  of  an  international  dam  across  the  Bio  Grande  Biver  near  £l  Paso.  Tei..I 
beg  to  advise  you  that  we  are  prepared  to  make  this  proposed  chanse  of  hue  te 
the  sum  of  $522,728.36.  This  is  an  increase  of  $98,899.36  over  Mr*  FoUett's  fignrea 
and  I  submit  below  the  details  of  such  increase: 

Bight  of  way,  $3,680.  Mr.  Follett  makes  no  allowance  for  right  of  way,  bat 
there  will  be  some  expense  in  connection  with  the  removal  and  ohanges,  andwliite 
we  have  eliminated  all  State  land,  assuming  that  right  of  way  would  be  grsoted 
through  it  (and  our  bid  is  based  on  such  assumption)*  I  do  not  think  the  estiiiisl^ 
as  above  is  unreasonable. 

Grading,  $20,071.50.  This  increase  is  due  to  reclassification  by  our  engineer, 
who  has  gone  very  carefully  over  it.  and  he  thinks  that  it  is  not  excessive. 

Bridging,  $932.50.    There  is  no  material  increase  in  this  item. 

Cast-iron  pipe,  $10,767.05.  Mr.  Follett *8  prices  are  not  sufficient  to  cover  freight 
charges  ht  our  **  company  material "  rate  per  ton-mil^  of  three-fourths  of  a  cent, 
and  the  increase  of  estimate  is  also  paruy  due  to  our  opinion  that  more  pdp» 
should  be  provided  than  he  has  estimated. 

Cross  ties,  $12,681 .20.    This  increase  is  also  due  to  our  freight  charges,  as  abov^ 

Telegraph,  $846.90.    This  is  not  a  material  increase. 

Taking  u^  old  track,  $4,550.    This  item  Mr.  Follett  omitted  entirely. 

Track  laving  and  surfacing,  $6,370.  Mr.  Follett's  estimate  is  $400  per  mile,  bul 
he  evidently  did  not  include  engine  and  train  service  and  the  expense  in  materiftt 
yard,  all  of  which  will  increase  the  actual  cost  to  at  least  $750  per  mile. 

Sidings,  $2,705.70.  Mr.  Follett  has  only  estimated  for  1  mile,  at  a  cost  of  $2,000. 
The  above  increase  ia  for  such  additional  spars  as  are  on  the  existing  track. 

Salvage,  $5,000.  Mr.  Follett  estimates  old  rails  taken  out  of  preeent  line  tobs 
worth  $25  per  ton.    This  is  higher  than  our  customary  charge  for  old  rail  taken  xx^ 


DISTRIBUTION   OF   WATERS    OF   THE   RIO   GRANDE.  43 

Compensation  for  increased  maintenance.  $47,800.    This  increase  is  cansed  by 

e  additional  mileage  and  height  of  trestlework  which  will  be  required  on  the 

w  line.    On  the  present  line  there  are  only  1,035  lineal  feet  of  low  trestle,  while 

I  the  proposed  line  there  are  2,840  feet,  much  of  which  is  from  80  to  45  feet  in 

ight. 

En^neering  and  incidentals,  $7,829.04.    This  increase  is  for  incidentals  to  cover 

fineering  and  othex  expenses  not  included  in  the  above.* 
he  above  items  foot  up  a  total  of  $1^,713.91.  Mr.  FoUett,  however,  in  figuring 
e  cost  of  flteel  sails  and  fastenings,  has  computed  l^em  at  much  higher  prices  than 
)W^  prevail,  and  we  figure  a  decrease  of  these  items  under  Mr.  FoTlett*s  fibres  of 
5,814.55,  which,  deducted  from  ^e  grand  total  above  named,  gives  a  net  mcrease 
er  Mr.  Follett's  figures  as  first  shown,  viz,  $98,899.86. 

While  we  are  prepared  to  remove  our  line  as  above  stated  for  $522,788.36,  it  is 
io  proper  for  me  to  state  that  should  a  more  careful  location  and  b^ter  knowl- 
ge  of  the  situation  than  it  has  been  possible  to  acquire  in  the  limited  time  at  our 
spoeal  develop  the  fact  that  we  can  reduce  the  cost,  we  shall  be  pleased  to  ^ve 
e  Government  the  benefit  of  any  reduction  so  obtained.  We  deeite  onlv  to  reim- 
aae  ourselveafar  theactnal  cost  of  the  worjc,  appreciating  the  many  advantages 
bich  would  accrue  to  us  by  reason  of  the  construction  of  the  dam. 
Tnia|ting  that  the  above  will  be  satisfactory,  I  beig  to  remain, 
Yours,  very  truly, 

K.  P.  BiPUBY,  President. 


Y. 


Southern  Pacific  Company, 
New  Orleans f  November  17,  1896, 


M.  Ahbon  MlLIit, 

Third  Cavalry,  United  States  Army, 

Commissioner,  International  (Water)  Boundary  Commission, 

No.  2  Dupont  Circle,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Bear  Sir:  Beforring  to  previous  correBpond^nce  had  with  you  on  the  subject 
^furnishing  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  removing  the  track  of  the  Galveston,  Har- 
^iilnirg  and  San  Antonio  and  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  of  Kew  Me:cico 
trom  the  area  proposed  to  be  submerged  by  the  construction  of  an  intematioDal 
^am  near  £1  Paso^  Tex.,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  as  close  an  estimate  as  could  be 
made  in  the  limited  time  available  has  been  prepared  by  our  chief  engineer.  We 
inah  it  distinctly  understood,  however,  that  the  estimate  is  not  a  very  close  one, 
lod  we  would  not  wish  to  be  bound  by  it  in  the  event  of  the  construction  of  the 
dam.  The  total  cost  is  also  based  on  a  temporary  use  of  the  Santa  Fe  track  dur- 
ing the  reconstruction  of  our  permanent  bridge;  the  cost  oi:  doing  this  necessarily 
an  not  be  incJuded  in  the  estimate,  as  we  have  not  approached  the  Santa  Fe  as 
o  the  rental  they  would  expect,  and  could  make  no  estimate  of  what  they  would 
iflk  us.  No  estimate  has  b^n  made  of  the  cost  of  right  of  way,  as  it  was  assumed 
he  Government  would  furnish  this  free  to  the  company,  and  of  a  width  at 
east  equal  to  the  present  right  of  way,  and  in  all  cases  sufficient  to  get  the  neces- 
ary  material  to  build  the  new  line.  Under  these  assumptions  the  entire  cost 
oots  up  $447,385.68. 

Trusting  that  t^iis  will  reach  you  in  time,  I  remain, 
Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  KjMJTTSCHNiTT,  General  Manager. 


ENGINEERS'  JOINT  REPORT  TO  THE  INTERNATIONAL 

COMMISSION. 

El  Paso,  Tkx.,  yarember  Ji.  />  *.. 
To  the  Iniernationcd  (Watery  Bou9idary  Commission, 

Gentlemen:  We  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foDowin^  report  in  relation  to 
the  matters  referred  to  ns  for  investigation  hx  action  of  the  oommiasioD  taken  it 
its  meeting  of  Angnst  17, 1^<96. 

The  scope  of  this  investigation  is  ontlined  in  the  following  extract  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  commission: 

**The  engineers  to  take  np  and  as  Car  as  practicable  complete  the  following: 

*'  (1 )  Locate  the  site  for  the  proposed  dam. 

"(2)  Develop  thoronghly  the  bed  rock. 

'-(3)  Biake  one  or  more  working  plans,  witii  estimates  of  coet  in  detail  for  the 
dam  itself  and  all  appnrtenances,  tnch  a:>  by-wash  and  outlets. 

** (4 )  Survey  and  make  an  accniate  map  of  whatever  land  may  be  necesBarjr  to 
cede  to  Mexico  in  order  that  Mexico  may  possess  one  end  of  the' dam  od  her  own 
territory. 

*'{')}  Slake  thoronghly  all  investigations  practicable  as  to  flow  of  the  watenat 
different  points  on  the  Rio  Grande  and  its  tribntaries,  as  contemplated  in  the 
agreement  between  the  two  Gh>vemment8. 

"  ( <> )  Enumerate  and  measure  all  the  ditches  and  reservoirs  that  are  now  taken 
from  the  Rio  Grande  and  its  tributaries  and  measurement  of  flow,  as  far  as  pn^ 
ticable.  and  determine  theoretically  as  far  as  possible  the  question  whether  (* 
not.  after  these  ditches  and  reservoirs  are  supplied,  the  present  flow  of  the  rirer 
will  maintain  the  pioi)osed  reservoir  year  by  year." 

The  progress  of  the  work  has  been  greatly  embarrassed  by  lack  of  funds  on  the 
American  side,  the  United  States  Congress  havini;  made  no  appropriation  for  the 
current  tLscal  year  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  this  investigation.  The  araiUble 
funds  have,  therefore,  only  been  sufficient  on  the  American  side  to  permit  the 
employment  of  one  assistant  engineer,  whose  time  has  been  fully  occupied  in  col- 
lecting statistics  as  to  the  water  in  the  river  and  ditches  above  EU  Paso.  Theimpor* 
tant  work  of  surveying  the  possible  sites  for  the  dam  and  making  borings  to 
develop  the  bed  rock  has  therefore  devolved  upon  the  Mexican  engineers.  We 
have,  however,  had  frequent  conferences,  and  the  data  collected  by  each  side  hav* 
at  all  times  been  accessible  to  both. 

We  will  now  discuss  the  questions  referred  to  ns  in  the  order  in  which  they  m 
given  above. 

1.  LOCATION  OF  THE  SITE  OF  THE  DAH. 

We  understand  the  dam  referred  to  above  to  be  the  dam  described  in  therepoit  I 
made  by  Col.  Anson  Mills  to  the  Geological  Survey  in  1x^9,  or  any  other  gtmctntt  i 
which  will  have  the  effect  of  flooding  the  valley  above  El  Paso  to  the  levri  indicate*  i 
in  that  report,  namely,  3.775.5  feet  above  mean  Gulf  level,  a^  <  et^^rmined  from  the  1 
bench  marks  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company.    This  fixes  the  height ci 
the  dam;  and  we  have  g^ven  no  consideration  to  the  question  of  the  advi^abiiitv  oC 
btiilding  a  higher  or  a  lower  structure,  which  would  affect  both  the  storage  capacity 
of  the  reservoir  and  the  area  of  land  to  be  overflowed,  two  essential  elements  of  the 
problem  which  we  assume  to  have  been  heretofore  determined  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  commission. 

A  dam  of  this  height  can  only  be  built  with  safety  mKm  a  solid  foundation:  and 
as  the  valley  below  has  already  a  population  of  upward  of  20,U()0  people,  it  is  man* 
ifest  that  no  experimental  or  imcertain  type  of  construction  can  be  adopted.  Aft 
the  l)ed  of  the  nver  from  £1  Paso  to  the  upper  end  of  the  gorge  above  consists  d 
loose,  clean  sand  and  gravel  to  great  depths,  there  remains  no  choice  as  to  the  tTpi . 
of  construction,  masonry  being  the  only  type  available.  Now.  since  a  masonry 
dam  of  tnis  height  requires  a  rock  foundation,  the  selection  of  the  site  is  at  onoe 
limited  to  those  points  in  the  gorge  above  El  Paso  where  the  bed  rock  lies  at  depths 
which  are  not  prohibitory. 
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So  far  we  have  fonnd  but  one  such  cross  section  in  the'"gorge.  the  depth  to  the 
Ml  rock  at  this  point  not  exceeding  87  feet.  Provisionally,  therefore,  for  the  pur- 
ree of  making  an  estimate,  we  have  located  the  dam  on  this  section  as  shown  on 
«et  1  of  the  accompanying  to^^aphical  map  of  the  gorge,  Exhibit  A. 
^e  are,  however,  of  the  opinion  that  before  constrnction  is  actually  beg^ 
t^itional  borings  should  be  made  with  a  view  to  improving  the  location  if 
iBsible. 

2.  DEVELOPING  THOROUGHLY  THE  BED  ROCK. 

The  making  of  borings  to  depths  greater  than  50  feet  is  very  slow  and  expensive 

>rk. 

The  time  and  funds  available  in  this  case  have  not  been  sufficient  to  demon- 

"ate  thoroughly  the  location  of  the  bed  rock  throughout  the  gorge  at  £1  Paso, 

^  it  has  been  fairly  well  determined  that  there  is  no  location  in  the  gorge  where 

^  depth  to  bed  rock  does  not  exceed  50  feet,  and  there  is  at  least  one  section  where 

»  maximum  depth  is  87  feet:  the  first  statement  being  based  mainly  upon  the 

xndings  taken  in  1889. 

Phe  borings  recently  made  are  shown  in  plan  and  section  on  the  drawings  here- 

th.  Exhibits  A  and  B. 

rhey  consist  of  holes  sunk  with  ordinary  artesian- well  appliances  and  lined  with 

E&ch  pipe.    Samples  ot  the  materials  brought  up  from  tne  bottom  of  the  holes 

Te  taken  from  time  to  t  me.     When  rock  was  struck,  it  was  tested  by  drilling  a 

le  into  it  to  a  depth  of  2  feet  with  an  ordinary  drop  drill.    In  all  cases  the  rock 

ind  at  the  bottom  of  the  hole  was  compact  limestone  similar  to  that  which 

IBS  the  sides  of  the  gorge. 

AHiile  the  evidence  above  is  fairly  conclusive,  it  does  not  furnish  data  sufficient 

"Which  to  base  working  drawin.v:s  and  commence  construction;  many  morebor- 

ps  are  nece$»ary  to  develop  in  detail  the  proposed  site,  and  they  should  be  sunk 

^per  into  tiie  rock. 

3.  WORKING  PLANS  AND  ESTIMATES. 

^  account  of  the  lack  of  time  and  data,  working  drawings  can  not  be  submitted 

tbis  date.    We  believ<s  however,  that  we  have  mformation  sufficient  on  which 

peue  a  provisional  estimate  of  cost. 

Ji  preparing  this  estimate  we  have  duly  considered  the  following  special 

ftculties: 

ttuch  of  the  foundation  must  be  sunk  to  a  depth  of  nearly  100  feet  through 

ki'«e  sand  and  ^avel,  saturated  with  water.    This  will  be  a  work  of  considerable 

Bculty,  neoessi  til  ting  special  methods. 

^ring  much  of  the  time  a  moderate  flow  in  the  river  will  have  to  be  dealt  with, 

^  during  many  months  the  work  is  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  floods. 

special  precautions  will  have  to  be  taken  to  avoid  risk  of  the  dam  being  carried 

^y  by  a  flood  while  in  process  of  construction  before  it  has  reached  such  a 

J^Rht  as  to  make  the  spillways  operative. 

The  records  of  the  Geological  Survey  indicate  that  the  flood  of  1891  carried  past 

'  Paso  about  1,4:^,000  acre- feet  of  water  in  four  months,  or  enough  to  fill  the 

"loosed  reservoir  nearly  three  times. 

^  the  other  hand,  the  area  of  the  reservoir  is  such  that  we  feel  no  concern  as 

^  ^e  maximum  daily  discharge,  of  which  there  is  a  record  of  16,000  second-feet, 

^t  have  based  our  estimates  for  the  necessary  spillways  upon  the  maximum 

^^thly  discharge,  which  is  a  little  less  than  13.000  second-feet. 

Aisaming  the  highest  permissible  level  of  the  water  to  be  3,775.5  feet  above 
'^^  level,  as  before  stated,  we  have  placed  the  crest  of  the  dam  at  3,781.5  feet  and 
Merest  of  the  spillways  at  3.771  feet. 

We  have  located  the  pipes  for  drawing  off  the  water  in  tunnels  which  will  also 
^e  to  carry  the  low- water  flow  of  the  river  during  construction. 

ESTIMATE. 

nbble  masonry  above  ground,  35.638  cubic  yards,  at  $7 $249, 466 

abbie  masonry  in  foundation,  58,098  cubic  yards,  at  $10 580, 980 

iro  spillways 55, 000 

ro  service  tunnels 27, 000 

1 4^iDch  service  pipes 43, 000 

Ires  and  appurtenances  . . 16, 000 

[ministration  and  contingencies,  about  15  per  cent 145, 604 

Total 1,117,000 
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Existing  data  as  to  the  flow  of  the  Bio  Grande  are  very  meager,  and  are  i 
embodied  in  the  reports  of  the  United  States  Gkolceical  Surrey.  They  ar 
fall^  discnssed  in  the  accompanying  report  of  Mi.  W.  W.  Fcdlett.  aaa 
engineer* 

The  river  is  often  dry  for  months  and  at  other  times  is  sabject  to  destr 
floods. 

te.  EJUVUBSLATIOV  AND  XBASUBEICBNT  OP  DrFCHBS  AND  RBSERVOIBS  i 

EL  PASO. 

The  systematic  ooUection  of  all  tbe  existing  data  as  to  the  ditches  and  nm 
in  the  Sio  Ghrande  basin  aboYe  El  Paso  was  a  difficult  piece  of  work  to  be  « 
plished  in  the  few  months  allowed  for  this  inyestigation.    Mr.  W.  W.  F( 
assistant  engineer,  was  detailed  for  this  duty,  and  his  report  herewith  is  tb 
'^  eyidence  of  the  skill  and  untiring  enecgy  wluch  he  has  devoted  to  the  task. 

•^jt  reixirt  gives  in  detail  the  enumeration  of  the  ditches  and  reservoirs,  as  calle 

^^  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  measure  these  structures,  as  time  and  money  i 

""  not  permit.    Briefly,  it  may  be  stated,  that  there  aie  935  irrigation  ditcfaev  < 

ing  water  from  tbe  Rio  Grande  and  its  tributaries  in  Colorado  and  803  in 
Mexico;  tbe  number  of  stwago  reservoirs  is  4,  having  an  aggregate  capaci 
81,a00  acre-feet. 

Ob.  WIUL  THE.  PB8SENT  FLOW  OP  THE  BIYEB  MAINTAIN  THE  PBOFOK 

RESERVOIB  TEAR  BT  TEAB. 

The  cubic  contents  of  the  proposed  reservoir  is  estimated  at  535,000  acre 
A  study  of  the  existinf^  data  as  to  the  flow  of  the  Rio  Grande,  coUected  \ 
G(eological  Survey,  and  quoted  and  discussed  in  the  appendix  to  this  report.  ^ 
indicate  that  the  leaiit  annual  flow  of  the  river  is  somewhat  in  excess  o 
amount.  We  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  flow  of  the  river  1 
ficient  to  supply  the  reservoir.  It  is,  however,  apparent  that  no  dependeoc 
be  placed  upon  the  river  continuing  to  maintain  the  supply  year  by  year.  i 
some  steps  are  taken  to  regulate  for  the  future  the  construction  of  reserve 
its  valley  and  the  diversion  of  its  waters.  The  necessity  for  Federal  conti 
other  efficient  means  of  supervision  and  reg^ation,  is  made  still  more  ap| 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  rupture  of  an  improperly  constructed  dam 
might  readily  entail  tbe  destruction  even  of  one  wluch  has  been  careful!]? 
below;  and  these  structures  are  on  such  a  vast  scale  that  it  would  be  diffic 
estimate  the  magnitude  of  the  disaster. 

In  submitting  this  report  we  wish  to  acknowledge  the  cordial  and  efficient ; 
ance  of  Mr.  W.  W.  FofJett,  civil  engineer,  and  of  Don  Alberto  Floras  an< 
Manuel  Calderon,  ingenieros  de  cammos.  pnertos  y  canales;  Don  Manuel  O 


A  STUDY  OF  THE   USE   OF  WATER  FOR  IRRIGATION  ON 

THE  RIO  GRANDE  DEL  NORTE. 


By  W.  W.  POLLETT,  Civil  Engineer. 


LETTER  OF  TBANSMITTAL. 

El  Paso,  Tex.,  November  17,  1896. 
3apt.  Geobob  McC.  Derby, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 

DsAB  Captain:  With  this  I  hand  you  my  report  on  a  study  of  the 
Be  of  water  for  irrigation  in  the  drainage  of  the  Rio  Grande  del 
^orte  above  EI  Paso,  Tex. 

This  study  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  claim  of 
tie  Mexican  Government  that  the  people  of  the  United  -States  have 
^en  from  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico  water  which  was  theirs  by 
ncient  right  of  prior  appropriation.  It  also  extends  to  a  considera- 
ion  of  the  probability  of  there  being  a  water  supply  sufficient  to  sue- 
^ssfully  serve  a  reservoir  at  El  Paso,  the  construction  of  which  by 
he  United  States  is  suggested  as  a  recompense  to  the  Mexicans  for 
lieir  alleged  loss  of  water. 

Yours,  truly,  W.  W.  Follbtt, 

CivU  Engineer. 


El  Paso,  Tex.,  November  17,  1896. 
^t.  Geo.  McC.  Derby, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A. 

Dear  Captain:  On  August  22,  1896^  you  handed  me  in  El  Paso^ 
jPei.,  the  following  letter  of  instructions: 

El  Paso,  Tex.,  A^tguet  22^  1896. 
Mr.  W.  W.  Follbtt,  C.  E., 

El  Paso,  Tex. 

Dbab  Sir:  The  commisflioii  have  decided  to  adopt  the  plan  of  operations  out- 
ined  bv  Colonel  Mills  in  his  memorandum  to  Mr.  Osomo.  The  qaestiontt  referred 
90  me  for  report  are,  therefore,  tiioee  mentioned  in  the  second  paragraph  of  that 
BflDiorandnm* 

I  would  like  yon  to  begin  at  once  collecting  and  arranging  snch  data  as  can  be 
•btained  hesaring  upon  these  qnestions,  and  report  them  to  me  in  such  form  as  to 
Bake  them  readily  ayailable  as  the  baBls  of  an  opinion. 

JkM  th^^Tst  step  in  this  direGtion»  1  would  likre  yon  to  proceed  at  once  to  Denvej, 
Dd  to-8uch  pointsaa  yon  may  think  necessary  in  the  vaUey  of  the  Bio  Grande  m 
idondo  and  New  Mexico,  and  interview  the  State  engineer  of  Colorado  and  such 
ter  olficaala  and  individuals  aa.  may  be  able  to  give  you  iQj^ormatiQn  which  will 
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all  the  ditches. 

In  submitting  your  report  npon  this  inveetigation  I  would  be  glad  to  hai 
accompany  it  with  any  saggestions  yon  may  be  able  to  offer  baring  npo 
snbject  nnder  consideration. 

Until  farther  orders  will  yon  kindly  snbmit  a  weekly  report  detailing  the 
ressmade  during,  the  week? 

On  your  trip  through  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  you  will  be  accompaiu 
one  of  Mr.  de  Ibarrola's  young  assistants,  to  whom  you  will  please  give  the  i 
access  to  all  of  the  data  collected  and  ample  opportunity  to  keep  himself  inf 
as  to  the  impartiality  and  accuracy  alike  of  the  results  and  the  methods  emp 
It  has  been  understood  with  Mr.  de  Ibarrola  that  in  complying  with  these  Id 
tions  you  are  not  to  delay  the  progress  of  the  work,  as  it  is  intended  th 
cooperation  of  his  assistant  shall  be  an  assistance  to  you  and  no  obstmctioa 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  McC.  Derby, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  U.  * 

In  addition  to  the  above,  you  verbally  instructed  me  to  com 
this  field  work  b}^  October  15.  No  copy  of  the  memorandum  ref 
to  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  above  letter  was  furnished  me,  altl 
I  have  seen  the  paper. 

The  work  3'ou  outlined  in  this  letter  was  for  the  purpose  of  ^ 
ing  data  to  enable  you  to  answer  two  questions  raised  by  Mr.  Ri' 
Olney,  Secretary  of  State,  and  SeiSor  M.  Romero,  Mexican  mi; 
at  Washington,  in  a  convention  signed  by  them  on  May  6, 
These  two  questions  are  suggested  in  the  following  paragraphs  < 
above  convention : 

First.  The  amount  of  water  of  the  Rio  Grande  taken  by  the  irrigation 
constructed  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

Second.  The  average  amount  of  water  in  said  river  year  by  year  befc 
construction  of  said  irrigation  canals  and  since  said  construction,  the  presei 
included. 

On  August  25  I  left  El  Paso  accompanied  by  Mr.  Alberto  F 
chief  of  Mr.  de  Ibarrola's  staff. 
We  stoDDed  one  dav  at  Santa  Fe.  N.  Mex.,  where  I  found  that 
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ach  man  s  control,  bat  make  no  effort  at  measurements  of  canals.  Then 
go  to  Chama,  N.  Mex.,  hire  a  team  and  driver,  go  down  the  Chama  to 
la  and  throngh  that  valley  and  np  to  Taos.  I  will  measnre  en  route  the 
[itches  and  gather  the  best  data  I  can  as  to  the  smaller  ones.  When  we 
lishe^  that  trip  I  will  send  that  team  back  to  Chama,  and  we  will  come 
» Santa  Fe)  by  train  and  get  another  team,  go  down  Santa  Fe  Creek  to  the 
mde,  and  then  follow  the  valley  of  that  river,  gathering  by  inquiry  what 

1  can  as  to  its  tributaries  and  measuring  the  ditches  taken  out  of  the  main 

reached  Denver  on  the  27th  and  found  that  the  State  engineer's 
tad  on  file  but  little  data  relating  to  the  use  of  water  in  the  San 
alley  beyond  copies  of  the  decrees  in  each  district,  partial  copies 
3h  we  already  had.  These  copies  I  completed  and,  after  getting 
iformation  I  could  in  Denver  from  gentlemen  familiar  with  the 
y^  to  be  examined,  we  left  there  on  September  3,  en  route  for  the 
lis  Valley.  Before  leaving  Denver  I  received  the  following 
m  from  you : 

Bad  as  proposed  in  your  report  of  August  26;  in  the  meanwhile  I  will  see 
Dnal  funds  can  be  obtained. 

<rent  first  to  Del  Norte  in  order  to  consult  with  Mr.  Francis  T. 
on,  the  superintendent  of  irrigation  in  water  division  No.  3  of 
lo,  which  comprises  the  whole  of  the  San  Luis  Valley.  We 
lim  an  energetic  and  intelligent  man,  and  he  has  been  of  much 
ice  to  me  in  this  investigation.  He  informed  us  that  he  had 
bed  the  commissioner  in  each  of  the  seven  water  districts  under 
trol  to  furnish  him  complete  statistical  reports  of  the  use  of 
nd  acreage  irrigated  during  the  year.  I  requested  him  to  have 
ve  him,  in  addition  to  the  information  already  asked  for,  the 
capacity  of  each  ditch  in  its  present  condition,  regardless  of 
nal  size  or  of  its  decree,  and  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  all 
us  obtained.     This  he  agreed  to  do. 

careful  consideration  of  the  time  it  was  absolutely  necessaiy 
be  to  the  New  Mexico  drainage  in  order  to  enable  me  to  make 
g  approximating  a  complete  statement  of  the  use  of  wat^r 
,  I  decided  that  it  would  be  best  to  trust  to  Mr.  Anderson  to 

the  Colorado  data,  and  to  go  on  to  Chama  as  quickly  as  pos- 
This  we  did,  after  spending  one  day  in  district  No.  35,  a  small 
lere  the«canals  haVe  never  been  adjudicated  and  which  has 
missioner,  and  a  day  at  Antonito,  where  we  obtained  much 
e  information  from  Bishop  John  C.  l3alton,  of  Mauassa,  the 
ommissioner  for  district  No.  21.  Later  developments  have 
hat  it  would  have  been  better  for  us  to  have  spent  a  few  days 
i  the  valley,  as  the  commissioners  were  very  slow  in  getting 
formation  into  Mr.  Anderson's  hands,  and  their  reports  as  to 

2  capacity  are  not  correct,  being  in  several  districts  merely 
)f  the  sizes  given  in  the  decrees.  These,  as  I  will  show  you 
1  detail  later,  may  have  no  relation  whatever  to  the  actual 
ies.  This  was  not  Mr.  Anderson's  fault,  but  probably  a  mis- 
tanding  on  the  part  of  the  water  commissioners. 

reached  Chama  on  September  7.  There  we  were  delayed  two 
etting  our  outfit  together  for  the  wagon  trip.  On  the  9th  Mr. 
was  called  by  wire  to  Mexico,  and  he  left  by  rail  that  day.  I 
-ed  his  enforced  departure  very  much,  as  I  had  found  that  he 
8lear  insight  into  the  purpose  of  our  work  and  he  had  been  of 
M  to  me  during  the  few  days  we  had  been  together. 
ie  day  of  Mr.  Flores's  departure  I  started  down  the  Chama  on 
I  X>oc  229 i 
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In  detail  the  topography  and  water  supply  of  the  country  is 
as  follows: 

The  great  valley  on  the  head  of  the  riv'er,  formerly  known ; 
Luis  Park,  is  properly  divided  into  two  sections.  All  of  it  w 
included  (see  Exhibit  A)  in  water  distiicts  Nos.  25,  26,  a 
together  with  that  portion  of  district  20  which  lies  north  of  Ali 
aggregating  in  area  about  2,600  square  miles,  never  furnish 
water,  so  far  as  surface  flow  is  concerned,  to  the  Rio  Grande 
its  subsurface  flow,  if  there  be  any,  is  very  small.  Not  only 
true  now,  when  large  sections  of  the  ai'ea  in  question  have  be 
gated,  but  it  has  been  so  since  1874  at  least,  and  was  prob 
prior  to  that  date. 

The  remainder  of  the  Colorado  ai-ea  all  furnishes  water  to  tl 
river. 

The  San  Luis  Valley  is  a  wide  stretch  of  smooth  land  with  i 
3  to  5  feet  per  mile  along  the  main  stream  and  a  fall  from  the 
the  channel  of  the  river  of  from  5  feet  per  mile  up  to  15  or 
The  soil  is  generally  underlaid  with  gravel,  and  when  suppli 
sufficient  water  produces  a  good  crop  of  wheat,  oats,  or  Imrle; 
season  is  too  short  for  the  production  of  corn.  The  Rio  (iran 
some  60  miles  thi*ough  the  mountains  before  entering  this  wi< 
at  Del  Norte.  There  its  course  continues  nearly  due  east  to  A 
where  it  swings  to  the  south.  Its  channel,  while  well  defined, 
low,  being  at  Alamosa  only  6  to  8  feet  below  the  general  lev€ 
ground.  It  is  in  coarse  gravel,  not  easily  eroded,  and  headi 
ditches  are  easily  maintained. 

Near  the  lower  end  of  the  San  Luis  Valley  the  river  receive 
tai'ies,  the  most  imx)ortaiit  being  the  La  Jara,  Alamosa,  Cone 
San  Antonio  from  the  west,  and  the  Trinchera,  Culebra,  and 
from  the  east.  All  of  these  bring  into  the  main  river  large  i 
of  water  each  Rnrinir.  f^xcent  when  the  Hnowfall  of  the  nrevion 
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I  of  its  waters  being  used  for  irrigation.  There  is  no  arable 
ag  the  main  river  in  this  caSon,  but  all  of  the  streams  com- 
the  east  water  good  bodies  of  land.  The  fall  of  the  river  is 
feet  to  the  mile  from  the  Colorado  line  to  Embudo. 
liately  below  Embudo  the  river  enters  the  Espanola  Valley, 
some  25  miles  long  and  from  1  to  3  miles  wide.  In  this  val- 
3eive8  the  water  of  Santa  Cruz  River  from  the  east  and  that 
A  from  the  west.  The  latter  is  an  important  stream,  drain- 
gearea  of  mountain  country  and  furnishing  much  water  to 
Grande.  The  Espanola  Valley  is  very  fertile  and  produces 
ipples,  and  peaches  in  abundance,  besides  corn  and  wheat. 
I  lower  end  of  the  Espanola  Valley  the  river  cuts  through  the 
^e,  before  mentioned  as  connecting  the  Santa  Fe  and  Jemez 
ns,  forming  White  Rock  Cafion,  a  narrow,  tortuous  gorge, 
to  20  miles  long  and,  in  places,  500  feet  deep.  Here  the  fall 
ver  is  some  10  feet  to  the  mile,  its  fall  in  the  Espanola  Valley 
mewhat  less  than  this  amount. 

due  west  of  Santa  Fe  the  river  leaves  the  White  Rock 
ttd  enters  a  long  and  narrow  valley,  bounded  on  either  side  by 
liich  rise  abruptly  to  a  height  of  300  to  500  feet  above  the 
id  then  slope  gently  upwai*d  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains. 
U  of  these  mesas  have  a  good  soil,  but  no  water  supply  for 
1,  and  hence  are  valueless  except  for  pasturage, 
ftlley  extends  as  far  south  as  San  Marcial,  some  150  miles 
)  caSon,  there  being  two  or  three  short  caiions  in  this  dis- 
t  varies  in  width  from  1  to  3  or  4  miles,  and  outside  of  that  por- 
pied  by  the  wide,  sandy,  and  ever-shifting  bed  of  the  river, 
le  agricultural  land.  But  one  tributary  enters  the  river  in 
ince  which,  brings  in  any  large  amount  of  snow  water,  and 
38  for  a  short  time  in  the  spring  only.  This  is  the  Jemez, 
s  its  source  in  the  high  mountains  west  of  the  White  Rock 
here  the  snowfall  is  quite  heavy.  Santa  Fe  and  Galisteo 
»o  sometimes  deliver  from  the  east  some  water  in  the  spring, 
are  usually  dry. 

liles  below  Albuquerque  the  Rio  Puerco  enters  from  the  west, 
r  drains  a  large  area  of  country,  but  on  all  of  it  the  snowfall 
Lght,  and  the  rainfall  comes  principaUy  in  sudden  heavy 
PS,  so  that  the  Puerco  is  a  torrential  stream  when  in  flood, 
r  nine-tenths  of  the  time.  While  its  drainage  area,  as  before 
about  6,400  square  miles,  it  is  not  likely  that  over  two-thirds 
ea  ever  delivers  water  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
an  Marcial  to  a  point  some  20  miles  above  Rincon,  about  100 
river,  the  hills  abut  closely  onto  the  channel  of  the  stream, 
ig  but  little  valley  land.  From  the  west  enters  several  small 
^,  which  have  cut  down  deep  into  the  Mesa  Cuchilla  Negra; 
tihese  has  along  it  a  narrow  fertile  valley,  and,  while  each 
•  the  Rio  Grande  some  snow  water  in  the  spring  from  the 
»nge  lying  to  the  west,  dependence  for  a  summer  water  sup- 
on  springs  which  appear  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  about  half- 
reen  the  mountains  and  the  Rio  Grande. 
:e  of  hills  jut  out  from  the  Cerro  Montoso  northeast  of  Socorro 
'  to  the  river.  South  of  these  begins  a  wide  and  level  mesa, 
ctends  south  to  Las  Cruces.  It  is  named  the  Joniado  del 
%nd  is  about  125  miles  long  and  from  15  to  30  miles  wide. 
O  square  miles  of  its  surface  are  covered  with  a  lava  flo^'  ^ 
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Before  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  the  Spaniards 
New  Mexico,  and  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  there  fo 
Pueblo  Indians,  living  in  their  many-storied  towns  and  cultiva 
land  of  the  valleys,  bringing  water  onto  it  by  acequias,  or  in 
ditches,  many  of  which  are  still  in  use  to  this  day.  How  Ion 
Indians  had  been  on  the  ground  is  unknown,  but  they  were  ev 
old  inhabitants,  and  raised  not  only  grain  and  fruit,  but  even 
as  one  poetical  and  doubtless  homesick  Spaniard  wrote  th 
bloomed  along  the  acequias  bank  '^as  bloomed  the  roses  of  h 
Aragon."  There  are  some  seventeen  or  eighteen  of  .these  sett 
of  Pueblo  Indians  in  New  Mexico,  each  holding  a  land  grant  2 
square  and  each  with  its  old  pueblo,  containing  from  200  to600 
There  were  at  least  this  number  of  pueblos  when  the  Spaniar 
to  the  country,  and  probably  several  more,  as  the  ruins  of  thm 
still  exist.  The  inhabitants  of  each  pueblo  were  then  inui 
numerous  also  than  now.  In  other  words,  prior  to  the  middl 
sixteenth  century,  three  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  there  wc 
15,000  to  20,000  people  living  from  products  rai^d  by  irrig 
the  Kio  Grande  drainage  above  the  Jomado  del  Muerto,  and 
of  irrigated  land  probably  exceeded  30,000  acres. 

While  the  Spaniards  first  entered  New  Mexico  from  Sonora 
Gulf  of  California,  the  first  attempts  at  colonization  were  ma 
El  Paso  as  a  base,  the  Spanish  conquest  of  Mexico  having  e 
to  the  Rio  Grande.  This  first  attempt  was  made  in  1598, 
first  Spanish  capital  of  New  Mexico  was  then  established  at  C 
in  the  Espanola  Valley,  just  above  the  mouth  of  the  Chami 
was  abandoned  in  1605,  and  the  inhabitants  and  capital  tra: 
to  Santa  Fe,  where  they  and  their  descendants  remained  un 
engaged  principally  in  mining.     Then  the  Pueblo  Indians 
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'^  years  after  1852  the  settlements  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  were 
i.  ±o  the  country  on  the  Costilla  and  Culebra  and  to  the  Conejos 
tlrte  town  of  Conejos  being  founded  in  1855.  In  1866  and  1867 
iixts  were  started  on  the  Rio  Grande,  San  Luis,  and  Saguache, 
i«  next  three  years  saw  farms  opened  and  small  ditches  taken 
lio  Camero,  the  La  Gavita,  Alamoso,  and  La  Jara,  but  all  of 
xoept  those  at  Conejos,  were  confined  to  the  little  valleys  back 
ills  around  the  margin  of  the  San  Luis  Valley  proper.  On  these 
^l\e  principal  product  was  hay.  This  the  Mexicans  fed  in 
to  their  stock,  to  which  the  main  valley  furnished  abundant 
^S©  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  year. 

^ti  1873  or  1874  the  Americans  began  to  move  into  the  Sau  Luis, 
^^1  the  farm  lands  were  confined  to  the  small  side  valleys.  The 
^ttlement  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  proper,  outside  of  Conejos,  was 
^y  the  Mormons,  who  founded  Manassa  in  1878  or  1879.  Soon 
^tis  time  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Railroad  built  into  the 
y-  The  main  industry  was  still  cattle  raising,  however,  until 
^  1882.  Then  commenced  the  era  of  large  canal  building,  which 
"^^ed  for  ten  years.  During  this  time  were  built  the  Rio  Grande, 
^  Vista,  Empire,  San  Luis  Valley,  Costilla,  Prairie,  and  Farmers' 
*^  canals,  besides  many  others.  All  those  named  head  on  the  Rio 
J^de  between  Del  Norte  and  Alamosa,  and,  stret<3hing  30  or  40  miles 
^  and  south  from  the  river,  cover  the  whole  of  the  western  half  of 
'^Uey  with  their  network  of  laterals.  Colonists  were  brought  in 
Pidly  as  they  could  be  found,  and  a  great  and  brilliant  future  was 
|cted  for  the  San  Luis.  But  it  was  found  that  the  water  of  the 
»^i^nde  was  not  sufficient  to  supply  these  monster  canals,  that  the 
^as  not  in  all  cases  as  fertile  as  expected,  and  that  the  climate  was 
trying.  For  these  reasons  immigration  was  checked,  and  since 
t^he  valley,  instead  of  rapidly  extending  its  irrigated  areas,  has 
eld  its  own. 

lile  quite  a  large  native  American  population  has  come  into  the 
Srande  drainage  in  New  Mexico  since  the  construction  of  the 
►ads  in  1880,  it  is  confined  principally  to  the  towns,  and  to-day 
90  per  cent  of  the  irrigating  in  this  section  is  done  by  Mexicans 
ndians.  These  people  pursue  their  ancient  methods  of  irriga- 
inaffected  by  modem  progress. 

IV.  IRRIGATION  LAW  AND  SUPERVISION  IN  COLORADO. 

der  an  enabling  act  passed  by  Congress  March  3,  1875,  the  peo- 
f  Colorado  adopted  a  constitution  July  1, 1876,  and  the  Territory 
ne  a  State  by  Presidential  proclamation  on  August  1,  1876. 
e  constitution  of  the  State  recites  in  Article  XVI: 

'•  5.  The  water  of  every  natural  stream  not  heretofore  appropriated  within 
4te  of  Colorado  is  hereoy  declared  to  be  the  property  of  the  public,  and  the 
|b  dedicated  to  the  people  of  the  State  subject  to  appropriation  as  hereinafter 
led. 

I*  6.  The  right  to  divert  imappropriated  waters  of  any  natural  stream  to  ben- 
I  use  shall  never  be  denied.  Priority  of  appropriation  shall  give  the  better 
*8  between  those  using  the  water  for  the  same  purpose,  but  when  the  waters 
y  natural  stream  are  not  sufficient  for  the  service  of  all  those  desiring  the 
the  same,  those  using  the  water  for  domestic  purposes  shall  have  the  pref- 
'i2r^  those  claiming  for  any  other  purpose,  and  tnose  using  the  water  for 
litural  purposes  shall  have  preference  over  those  using  the  same  for  mani;- 
'^S  liurpoee^.  * 
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Section  5  established  what  was  then  an  innovation  in  the  ownership 
of  water,  denying  the  old  doctrine  of  riparian  rights,  which  vesta  the 
title  to  the  water  of  a  nonnavigable  stream  in  the  owners  of  abutting 
property.  Califoraia  was  the  only  State  in  the  Union  in  1876  where 
inrigation  was  in  vogue,  and  the  supreme  court  of  that  State  decided 
recently  that  riparian  rights  must  there  be  respected.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  the  constitutions  of  several  of  the  States  admitted  since 
1876  have  followed  the  Colorado  precedent  in  the  framing  of  that 
clause  of  their  constitutions  relating  to  the  ownership  of  water. 

In  1879  the  Colorado  legislature  passed  voluminous  irrigation  laws, 
These  provide  for  the    division  of  the  State  into  water  districts, 
bounded  by  natural  watersheds,  and  for  the  adjudication  of  water 
rights  in  each  district  by  the  district  court  within  whose  jurisdiction 
the  territory  may  lie.     These  districts  were  afterwards  grouped  into     < 
water  divisions  and  the  governor  authorized  to  appoint  a  superin-     j 
tendent  for  each  division  and  a  commissioner  for  each  district  from     i 
men  recommended  by  the  county  commissioners  of  the  county  or     ; 
counties  in  which  the  water  division  or  district  lies.     The  duty  of     i 
these  officials  is  to  distribute  water  among  the  different  ditches  in  the 
proportions  and  priorities  prescribed  by  the  court  decree.    The  water     . 
commissioners  report  to  the  superintendent  and  the  superintendent    ^ 
to  the  State  engineer.     The  system  is  very  faulty  in  its  working, 
because  the  State  engineer  has  no  disciplinary  power  over  his  staff,    ^ 
except  to  recommend  to  the  governor  the  removal  of  an  offending     i 
subordinate,  and  likewise  the  sux)erintendent  of  a  division  can  nol     j 
compel  obedience  from  the  commissioners  under  him.     Moreover,  the     s 
water  commissioners  receive  their  pay  from  the  county,  their  bills     j 
for  service  being  first  passed  on  by  the  county  commissioners,  and 
the  latter  anay  reduce  or  reject  altogether  these  claims,  so  that  a 
water  commissioner,  when  carrying  out  peremptory  orders  from  the 
State  engineer  or  the  superintendent  of  his  division,  has  no  assor- 
ance  that  he  will  be  paid  for  his  labor.     The  working  of  the  system 
is  very  cumbersome  and  unsatisfactory. 

The  San  Luis  Valley  constitutes  division  3,  and  is  subdivided  into 
eight  districts,  numbered  respectively  20,  21,  22,  24,  25,  26,  27,  and 
35.    The  boundaries  of  these  districts  are  shown  in  red  on  Exhibit  A.^ 

As  the  adjudication  of  water  rights  in  a  district  is  a  very  tedions 
process,  the  taking  of  testimony  Is  generally  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
referee,  who  is,  unfortunately,  obliged  to  be  guided  in  his  decisions 
entirely  by  the  ex  parte  testimony  of  the  claimants  for  water.  They, 
of  course,  place  their  date  of  appropriation  as  early  as  possible,  the 
carrying  capacity  of  their  ditch  as  large  as  they  dare,  and  the  are* 
irrigated  or  irrigable  just  as  large  as  they  can  figure  it,  and,  unlees 
some  neighbor  calls  them  down,  the  referee  has  no  check  on  the 
accuracy  of  their  statements.  This  results  in  ditches  frequently 
getting  appropriations — or  decrees,  as  they  are  commonly  called— 
largely  in  excess  of  their  carrying  capacity.  For  instance,  107  ditehes 
in  district  22  have  an  actual  aggregate  carrying  capacity,  as  stated  by 
the  water  commissioner,  of  1,034  second-feet,  while  their  decrees 
amount  to  2,978.42  second-feet  and  their  claimed  capacity  to  over 
4,000  second-feet.  One  hundred  and  seventy-one  ditches  in  district 
25  claim  to  have  a  carrying  capacity  of  2,501  second-feet,  while  the 
decrees  amount  to  but  919.18  second-feet.    The  decrees  of  the  San 

*  Public  docimient« 
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Luis  Valley  were  made  on  various  bases,  averaging  about  1  second- 
foot  of  water  of  decree  for  each  50  acres  irrigated. 

All  the  districts  except  district  35,  in  division  3,  have  been  organ- 
ized and  adjudicated  and  decrees  issued  on  the  following  dates: 

District  20.. Nov.  17,  1891 

District  21 July  11,1888 

District  22. 1890 

District  24 June  14, 1889 

District  25 Mar.  28. 1890 

District  26 Nov.  23,  1889 

Districts? Feb.  28,  1890 

In  district  20  a  new  decree  was  issued  in  the  spring  of  189(5  and  the 
district  was  operated  thereunder  this  year.  The  validity  of  the  new 
decree  has  been  assailed,  with  a  good  prospect  of  success,  and  as  the 
district  has  worked  under  the  old  one  for  four  years  and  is  likely  to 
return  thereto  next  year  or  the  year  after,  I  have  based  my  study  of 
the  district  on  the  old  decree. 

The  State  legislature  of  1889  passed  a  bill,  which  became  a  law, 
instructing  the  State  engineer  to  gather  each  year  and  embody  in  his 
biennial  report  statistics  as  to  the  amount  of  water  used  and  land 
irrigated  by  each  ditch  in  the  State.  It  became  the  duty  of  the  water 
commissioners  to  collect  this  information  under  instructions  from  the 
State  engineer  and  superintendents  of  the  several  di\isions.  The 
work  had  to  be  paid  for,  however,  by  the  counties,  and  prior  to  1896 
the  county  commissioners  in  several  counties  have  refused  to  allow 
the  bills  of  the  water  commiasioners  for  this  work.  This  has  resulted 
in  either  no  statistics  being  gathered  in  those  counties,  or  in  what  were 
obtained  being  collected  in  a  perfunctory  way  from  the  returns  made 
by  the  owners  or  managers  of  the  different  ditches,  without  any 
attempt  at  eliminating  errors  and  obtaining  accurate  results.  This 
has  been  especially  true  in  the  third  division,  no  agricultural  returns 
whatever  having  been  made  from  there  until  1895,  when  partial 
reports  were  returned  from  districts  20,  21,  24,  25,  26,  and  27.  This 
year  Mr.  Anderson,  the  superintendent,  made  an  heroic  attempt  to 
obtain  accurate  returns.  He  has  succeeded  fairly  well,  although  there 
are  still  many  apparent  discrepancies  in  them. 

My  report  on  the  use  of  water  in  Colorado  is  based  on  the  returns 
for  1895  and  1896,  supplemented  by  quite  a  voluminous  correspond- 
ence, both  by  mail  and  wire,  with  Mr.  Anderson  and  other  parties, 
and  some  information  I  collected  in  Denver,  Alamosa,  and  Antonito. 
As  before  stated,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  time  was  not  si)ent  in 
the  valley  in  the  personal  gathering  of  data,  as  a  few  days  of  such 
work  would  have  added  very  materially  to  the  accurac}'  and  conse- 
quent value  of  this  report.  This,  however,  was  not  done,  and  hence 
the  statistics  given  you  herewith  must  be  considered  with  the  limita- 
tions specifically  stated  under  each  district. 

V.  CX)MPILATION  OF  COLORADO  DATA. 

My  method  of  procedure  in  collecting  the  data  of  each  Colorado 
district  has  been  as  follows: 

First.  From  the  copy  of  the  decree  a  list  of  ditches  was  made.  This 
list  was  entered  on  a  blank  form  containing  16  columns  headed  and 
filled  in  as  follows: 

1.   **  No.  of  ditch,"  starting  from  1  in  each  district.     The  d\\«,Vi^^  ol 


is  impossible  to  say  just  when  this  occurs,  and  so  the  above  ru 
adopted  as  the  one  most  likely  to  be  correct.     Where  several  i 
priations  are  made  to  the  same  ditch  the  several  years  are  ent€ 
^  ♦  this  column, 

J^  .  5.  "Decree."    This  is  the  amount  of  water  which  a  ditch  is  1 

^  authorized  to  take  from  the  stream.     In  this  column  is  entered  ti 

"1  of  all  the  appropriations  made  to  a  ditch,  while  the  several  i 

"i  priations  for  each  year  are  entered  in  the  last  column  on  the 

Decrees  are  given  in  cubic  feet  per  second. 
2^    •  6.  "Possible  acreage."    This  column  is  filled  from  the  retu 

^  the  commissioners  and  the  areas  given  are  not  reliable;  in  f 

ji  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  say,  even  after  a  survey,  how 

•    •  and  what  land  could  be  irrigated  from  each  ditch,  as  conflict  ing  di 

w^    ^'  extensions,  etc.,  will  constantly  change  the  conditions.     The  inf 

,2  tion  is  given  merely  as  a  guide  to  show,  in  a  general  way,  whfl 

•n  portion  of  irrigable  lands  in  each  district  are  now  cultivated. 

^  7.  "Capacity."    In  districts  20,  21,  22,  and  24  the  quantities  i 

Z4  column  are  approximations  to  the  actual  capacities,  but  are  n< 

—  them  exact,  as  no  rating  flumes  are  in  existence  in  the  San  Luii 

■"*  ley  and  but  few  of  the  ditches  have  been  rated.     In  districts  i 

PJ  and  27  the  capacities  returned  by  the  water  commissioners  are( 

■^  from  the  decree,  which,  as  before  stated,  is  made  up  from  the 

fi  mony  of  the  claimants  for  water,  many  of  whom  do  not  know  wl 

their  ditch  falls  10  feet  or  100  feet  to  the  mile,  and  who  will  gi 
size  at  its  widest  and  deepest  place,  regardless  of  the  rate  of  \ 
ment  of  the  water  through  the  cross  section.  As  a  natural  resal 
capacities  given  in  these  districts  aggregate  an  amount  several 
as  large  as  tlie  total  of  the  decree  and  probably  many  times  as 
as  the  actual  cariying  capacities.  These  are  in  cubic  feet  per  se 
8.  "No.  of  days,"  being  the  number  of  days  that  water  r 
each  ditch  in  1895,  as  sriven  in  the  returns  for  that  vear. 
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16.  "Remarks."  This  column  is  filled  principally  with  the  sepa- 
rate items  (where  there  is  more  than  one)  of  each  decree. 

Second.  After  the  list  of  ditches  was  compiled  from  the  decrees  and 
made  np  on  this  form  all  the  information  contained  in  the  returns  for 
1895  and  1896  was  entered  in  the  proper  place,  together  with  what 
other  information  I  might  have.  As  before  stated,  I  found  early  in 
the  investigation  that  neither  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  ditches  nor 
their  decrees  formed  a  safe  basis  for  an  estimate  of  water  used,  and 
so  have  put  into  these  tables  the  acreage  watered,  in  addition  to  the 
data  specified  in  your  letter  of  instructions. 

Third.  Wherever  no  returns  were  made — and  some  dit<3hes  were 
omitted  in  nearly  every  district — ^a  reasonable  assumption  was  matle 
and  the  missing  data  supplied.  This  was  done  because  totals  are 
what  you  need  and  not  partial  returns. 

Fourth.  An  assumption  of  total  acreage  was  made  in  each  district 
for  each  year  from  the  date  of  the  decree  down  to  1895.  This  assump- 
tion was  based  on  what  information  I  might  have  and  its  proportion 
to  area  watered  in  1895  and  1896,  as  stated  under  the  discussion  of 
each  one.  This  acreage  was  distributed  among  the  different  sheets 
of  the  district  in  proportion  to  the  decrees  shown  thereon  and  the 
totals  carried  to  the  summation  sheets  for  the  district.  I  did  not 
attempt  to  show  separately  the  amount  of  water  used  by  each  ditch 
each  year  since  1880,  as  instructed,  because  it  was,  in  my  opinion, 
impracticable  to  do  so,  and,  even  if  it  could  have  been  done,  would 
have  made  the  tabulations  some  four  times  as  bulky  as  they  now  are, 
without  adding  materially  to  the  information  which  is  now  contained 
on  the  summary  sheets  which  I  have  compiled  for  each  district. 

Fifth.  Starting  from  the  date  of  the  decree  and  with  the  acreage 
assigned  to  each  ditch  of  a  sheet,  and  the  total  decree  and  capacity 
shown  thereon,  I  worked  backward  toward  1880,  deducting  year  by 
year  the  decrees  issued  for  the  succeeding  year,  and  a  proportionate 
part  of  the  capacity  and  acreage  of  each  ditch  having  a  lapsing  decree 
where  a  prior  decree  existed,  or  the  whole  capacity  and  acreage  of  a 
ditoh  where  all  of  the  decree  was  gone.  The  results  thus  obtained 
were  entered  in  the  summary  table  for  each  district,  thus  filling  up 
the  table,  with  the  exception  of  the  amount  of  water  used. 

Sixth.  After  a  careful  study  of  all  of  the  available  data,  I  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  the  maximum  amount  of  water  which  can  be 
absorbed  and  retained  or  evaporated  by  an  acre  of  land  in  one  season 
is  4  feet  in  depth  over  its  surface,  or  4  acre-feet  per  acre.     In  appar- 
ent contradiction  of  this  conclusion  will  be  found  the  fact  that  the 
returns  give  an  amount  of  water  run  through  many  ditches,  and  sup- 
posedly used  on  the  acreage  returned,  which  equals  much  more  than 
4  feet  per  acre.     This  occurs  as  follows:  A  large  percentage  of  the 
irrigated  lands  in  division  3  are  grass  lands,  lying  along  the  margin 
of  the  streams.     On  these  lands  a  constant  flood  of  water  is  poured  as 
long  as  there  is  an  available  supply,  the  greater  part  of  which  runs 
across  the  meadow  and  back  into  the  stream  to  be  again  diverted  by 
the  ditch  next  below,  where  a  large  portion  is  again  returned  to  the 
stream,  but  the  whole  amount  is  charged  up  in  the  returns  against 
each  ditch.     Again,  in  seasons  of  short  water  supply  a  small  amount, 
say  1  to  5  second- feet,  maj^  be  kept  running  through  a  ditch  to  sujjply 
the  inhabitants  thereon  with  water  for  domestic  use,  they  being  for- 
Mdden  the  use  of  it  for  irrigation,  and  the  greater  part  of  this  water 
^turns  again  to  the  stream  and  is  used  for  irrigation  by  soiw^  d\\Q\v 
tower  down  with  a  right  prior  to  the  one  above.    Ye\)  a\\  \\i\^^'a\i^Y  \^ 
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charged  to  the  first-mentioned  ditch.  Hence,  in  filling  columns  10 
and  14  of  the  statements  when  the  number  of  days  water  ran  multi- 
plied by  twice  the  amount  carried  in  second-feet  would  equal  more 
than  four  times  the  acreage,  I  have  inserted  the  latter  product  instead 
of  the  former. 

This  has  given  me  the  total  amount  of  water  used  in  1896,  and, 
where  the  returns  were  complete  for  1895,  the  amount  used  that  year 
also.     For  the  years  from  1880  to  1895  I  proceeded  as  follows: 

From  Mr.  Anderson  I  obtained  the  following  statement: 

I  give  you  herewith  the  consensufi  of  opinion  regarding  water  for  irrigation  from 
1879  to  1896,  inclnsiye.    It  is  fairly  aocnrate. 


Year. 


1879. 
1880. 
1881. 
188S. 
1888. 
1884. 
1885. 

1880. 
1887. 
1888. 
1888. 
1890. 
1891. 
1803. 
1808. 
1894. 
1896. 

1896. 


Bamarka. 


High  water  in  Rio  Qrande;  scarcity  in  other  streams. 
Surplus  water  in  Rio  Orande;  plenty  in  other  streanis. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
High  water  in  Rio  Grande;  plenty  in  other  streams. 
Surplus  water  in  Rio  Grande;  plenty  In  other  streams.    Very  heavy  snows  ootend 

the  vaUey  in  winter  of  1886-86. 
Surplus  water  in  Rio  Grande  and  other  streams. 
Sufficient  water  in  Rio  Grande  and  other  streams. 

Do. 

Do. 
Shortage  all  over  valley  and  other  streams. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Great  scarcity  all  over  the  valley. 
Very  short  until  after  the  middle  of  July  excessive  rains  produced  high  water  in  all  a 

the  streams  until  late  fall. 
Very  great  scarcity  all  over  the  valley:  commenced  closing  down  ditches  on  Bw 
Grande.    June  7  low-water  mark  (at  Del  Norte)  240  second-feet. 


i 


This  statement  agrees  fairly  well  wi£h  the  other  data  I  have  and 
was  made  my  basis  for  assuming  the  amount  of  water  to  charge  to  each 
acre  in  the  different  years,  as  stated  in  detail  in  the  discussion  of 
each  district. 

After  thus  making  up  a  summary  for  the  different  sheets  of  each 
district  the  totals  from  each  are  collected  onto  the  three  sheets  headed 
"  Summary  of  use  of  water  in  San  Luis  Valley,  Colorado." 

In  looking  over  these  sheets  you  will  notice  that  with  the  exception 
of  districts  24  and  25  no  new  ditches  appear  after  the  decrees  were 
granted.     The  returns  for  district  21  give  the  names  of  four  ditches 
without  decrees,  but  no  data  as  to  land  irrigated,  and  so  I  could  not 
include  them  in  the  statement  for  that  district.     Judging  from  their 
names  they  are  all  Mexican  ditches  and  probably  small  affairs  which 
may  have  been  built  and  in  use  long  before  the  decree  was  issued,  but 
whose  owners  failed  to  appear  in  court.     It  is  likely  that  their  aggi;^ 
gate  use  of  water  forms  but  a  small  percentage  of  the  whole  use  m 
the  district.     The  decree  of  1896  for  district  20,  instead  of  adding  any 
ditches  to  the  former  decree,  omits  the  last  six:  given  decrees  in  IS^I- 
Tliese  were  either  granted  decrees  conditional  on  their  being  built,  or 
after  being  built  were  abandoned.     This  indicates  no  new  construc- 
tion work  in  district  20  since  1891.     In  district  22  I  am  quite  sure  thai 
no  new  ditches  have  been  built  since  1890,  and  from  my  knowledges 
districts  26  and  27  I  should  say  that  it  is  not  likely  any  new  ditch« 
have  been  built  in  recent  years,  as  those  in  existence  when  the deci«^ 
were  made  largely  overappropriated  the  available  water. 
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VI.  DISTRICT  NO.  20,  COLORADO. 

Area,  about  3,500  sqnare  miles. 
Adjndicated,  Noyember  11, 1801. 
Number  of  ditches,  266,  shown  on  eleven  sheets. 
Number  of  separate  decrees,  423. 
Summation  of  decrees,  5,561.76  second-feet. 
Oipacity  of  ditches,  6,034  second-feet  (actnal). 

District  No.  20  is  the  most  important  one  in  the  San  Luis  Valley, 

as  it  includes  about  one-half  of  the  irrigated  land  in  the  valley  and 

has  within  its  boundaries  several  of  the  largest  irrigation  canals  in 

the  United  States.    It  consists  of  the  immediate  drainage  of  the  Rio 

Grande  above  the  mouth  of  the  Conejos  and  includes  not  only  the 

main  river,  but  all  the  numerous  small  creeks  as  well  which  lie  between 

La  Garita  Creek  drainage  on  the  north  and  Alamosa  Creek  drainage 

on  the  south.     Se\reral  of  these,  at  San  Francisco  Creek,  Rock  Creek, 

and  Cat  Creek,  never  deliver  any  water  to  the  main  river  except  in 

seasons  of  heavy  spring  floods.     Exhibit  B  ^  shows  the  eastern  portion 

of  this  district  and  the  location  of  its  larger  ditches. 

On  the  head  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  as  well  as  along  the  small 
tributaries,  are  little  vaUeys  which  have  been  occupied .  as  hay 
ranches  for  over  twenty  years.  The  decrees  date  back  to  1873  and 
1874,  a  few  going  back  as  far  as  1867. 

On  passing  Del  Norte  the  river  enters  the  main  valley,  and  the  ele- 
vation of  its  channel  is  such  that  canals  leaving  the  river  there  run 
^most  due  north  and  south.     After  passing  Alamosa  the  river,  whose 
^^urse  so  far  has  been  easterly,  swings  to  the  south. 

The  earliest  settlements  in  the  district  were  made  in  1866  by  Mexi- 
^^&ii8,  who  located  below  Alamosa,  on  some  low  bottom  lands  along 
*he  main  river.  Up  to  about  1881  all  the  ditches  built  were  small 
^ttes,  although  in  that  year  nearly  200  of  them  were  in  use  in  the  dis- 
J^Hct.  Then  came  a  boom  in  irrigation  development,  and  several  very 
-*^i^  canals  were  constructed  in  the  next  six  or  eight  years. 

Judging  from  the  dates  given  in  the  decree,  the  first  large  canal  to 

^  started  was  the  Rio  Grande  (No.  198  of  the  list),  first  called  the 

1^1  Norte.     Its  first  appropriation  dates  back  to  1882,  although  I  do 

^ot  think  that  the  main  part  of  the  canal  was  built  until  1886  or  1887. 

l«eaving  the  main  river  just  above  Del  Norte,  it  skirts  the  foothills 

^iitil  the  valley  is  reached  and  then  turns  north  and  extends  across 

^strict  27  to  Saguache,  in  district  26.     The  returns  for  1806  state  that 

it  can  water  60,000  acres.    Its  capacity  of  1,600  second-feet  is  sufficient 

to  serve  twice  that  area. 

The  Monte  Vista  Canal,  No.  204  (formerly  called  the  Citizens'  Canal), 
Also  has  an  appropriation  dating  from  1882,  but  the  main  canal  was 
not  built  until  later.     It  leaves  the  river  above  Monte  Vista  and  runs 
aonth  across  district  21,  finally  tailing  into  the  Conejos  in  district  22. 
Ite  claimed  available  area  is  45,000  acres.     Its  capacity  of  650  second- 
feet  is  fully  sufficient  for  this  amount. 

The  Empire  Canal,  No.  214,  comes  next  in  the  list  of  large  canals. 

Its  first  decree  runs  from  1883,  but  the  main  work  of  construction  was 

not  done  until  1887  or  1888.     Leaving  the  Rio  Grande  near  Monte 

>i»ta,  it  runs  southerly  across  district  21  into  district  22.     The  returns 

a»ign  it  an  available  area  of  50,000  acres.     Its  capacity  of  1,000 
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naviiig  a  capacity  of  1(X)  second-feet  or  more.     As  the  mean  8 

flow  of  the  Rio  Grande  at  Del  Norte  is  less  than  1,5(X)  secor 

while  its  minimum  goes  down  during  the  irrigation  season  be! 

,  second-feet,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  these  canals  stand  but  little 

2  of  getting  water  for  any  large  portion  of  the  arable  land  cove 

^  them.     At  the  time  they  were  built,  however,  there  had  beeu 

•^  three  successive  years  of  heavy  snowfall,  and  the  river  was  c 

^  each  summer  much  water  l>e3'ond  that  used  by  the  existing  < 

It  was  known  even  then  that  there  was  not  a  water  supply  si 
^    ;  for  all  of  the  projei*ted  canals,  but  the  manager  of  each  of  t 

^  construction  companies  pushed  the  completion  of  his  canals, 

^  to  obtain  by  some  means  a  right  to  all  the  water,  thus  lea^ 

rivals  with  none, 
t  A  good  many  immigrants  settled  under  the  large  canals  imm< 

after  their  construction,  and  the  ditch  owners  also  farmed  on 
scale  for  two  or  three  years,  about  1891  and  1802.     It  is  stal 
the  Empire  watered  75,CHX)  acres  in  1892.     I  have  estimates 
jl  served  for  that  vear.     In  the  returns  for  189G  it  is  credited  wi 

-  ing  but  7,450  acres.     Some  50,0<X)  acres  were  watered  in  189: 

"^  canals  north  of  Alamosa,  where  the  area  tilled  in  1896  was  sn 

pp  About  1892  the  canal  companies  got  into  financial  diffieul 

,«J  internal  dissensions  and  the  bonanza  farming  was  abandone 

^  residents  of  the  valley  say  that  more  land  is  tilled  now  than 

but  I  do  not  quite  credit  the  statement.  While  there  are  j 
more  resident  farmers  than  in  1892,  each  on  80  or  160  acres 
it  takes  a  large  number  of  them  to  farm  40,000  acres,  as  did  1 
ers  of  the  Empire. 

District  20  was  first  adjudicated  in  1891,  but  readjudicate 
winter  of  1895-96.  My  work,  as  before  stated,  is  based  on 
decree.  The  new  decree  gives  appropriations  aggregating  on 
2,660  second- feet  against  an  award  mjide  by  the  first  decree 
5,560  second -feet.  The  first  adjudication  named  272  dite 
these,  the  second  deci*ee  omits  12,  6  being  noted  as  having  wat 

in     t.lio    T?irk    ClwoT\f\a     T^anol     oti/1     t1-io    locf.    ^    rkf     f^A     fi««£!4-    /Iaam 
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9  on  the  Rio  Grande  below  Del  Norte  with  the  exception  of 
•airie  No.  249,  and  gives  the  average  flow  of  the  tributaries, 
er  with  the  acreage  watered  on  each,  all  of  the  flow  returned 
I  been  used  for  irrigation.  I  have  entered  on  the  eleven  detail 
of  this  district  the  returns  for  1896,  distributing  among  the 
3  on  each  branch  stream  the  total  returned  acreage  thereon  in 
tion  to  the  size  of  their  decrees.  There  were  then  a  few  small 
5  without  any  return,  and  I  assigned  an  assumed  acreage,  based 
decree  of  1896,  thinking  that  the  latter  was  more  likely  to  indi- 
e  acreage  now  watered  than  was  the  decree  of  1891.  The  num- 
d  size,  however,  of  the  ditches  on  which  no  return  is  made  is 
the  whole  area  filled  in  by  assumption  as  above  described 
g  only  about  2  per  cent  of  the  total  area  watered  in  the  district. 
\  aside  from  the  Prairie,  which,  although  in  use,  was  by  some 
^ht  omitted  from  the  returns.  For  it  I  assumed  5,500  acres, 
the  assumption  on  the  decree  for  1896. 

irever  the  returns  charged  more  than  4  acre-feet  of  water  to 
e  of  land  I  reduced  them  to  that  amount  in  accordance  with 
n  and  for  the  reasons  before  outlined.  Only  34  out  of  the  266 
I  were  over  charged.  When  these  reductions  are  made,  the 
e  for  the  whole  district  is  some  1.85  feet  of  water  used  per  acre 
irrigated  in  1896. 

returns  for  1895  give  a  total  acreage  for  16  of  the  larger  ditches, 
is  20  per  cent  greater  than  the  returns  for  the  same  ditches  in 
In  assigning  acreage  for  the  other  ditches  for  1895,  however, 
I  but  10  per  cent  to  the  area  of  those  ditches  for  1896,  thinking 
3  amount  of  land  watered  under  the  smaller  ditches  was  not  so 

0  change  as  Tinder  the  larger  ones.  In  this  way  the  acreage 
5  was  made  up. 

to  1895  I  assumed  that  the  areas  under  each  ditch  would  be 
le  as  that  of  1895  until  some  of  its  decrees  lapsed,  except  in  the 

1  9  of  the  larger  ditches.  I  had  assigned  to  the  Prairie  5,500 
)r  1895  and  1896.  This  I  carried  to  1892,  but  gave  it  4,500  in 
d  3,500  in  1890.  To  the  Excelsior,  Rio  Grande,  Monte  Vista, 
,  San  Luis  Valley,  Costilla,  Farmers'  Union,  and  Kenelworiih, 
led  the  areas  given  in  the  table  on  the  last  sheet  of  the  sum- 
)r  district  20,  this  table  being  made  up  from  average  of  infor- 
obtained  in  various  places. 

.  1892  back  the  area  of  each  ditch  was  reduced  in  the  propor- 
its  lapsing  decrees,  as  before  fully  explained, 
return  for  1895  charges  to  the  16  ditches  returned  a  total  of 
acre-feet  of  water  used  on  126,540  acres,  or  an  average  of  6.6 
)t  per  acre.  The  other  ditches  on  the  Rio  Grande  below  Del 
auging  station  watered  about  22,000  acres  in  1895.  If  these  were 
I  with  the  same  proportionate  use  of  water  as  were  the  others, 
al  charge  for  1895  would  be  970,000  acre-feet.  As  the  total 
d  flow  of  the  Rio  Grande  past  the  Del  Norte  gauging  station 
pril  1  to  September  30, 1895,  was  but  545,000  acre-feet,  it  is  evi- 
at  no  dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  these  returns  so  far  as  they 

0  the  amount  of  water  used,  although  the  acreage  is  probably 
eliable. 

studying  the  table  of  gauging  at  Del  Norte,  to  be  described 
in  this  report,  and  Mr.  Anderson's  statement,  I  have  assumed 
>wing  use  of  water  in  district  No.  20: 

1  1887,  inclusive,  4  aere-fect  per  acre. 

»  1888  and  1889,  3.5  acre- feet  per  acre. 


ail  tne  ume  since  any  snorLage  commencea  lo  oe  leiL  in  ine  a 

For  the  others,  the  amount  is  determined  in  a  measure  fromtbi 

ings  at  Del  Norte,  remembering  that  all  the  water  of  the  six  i 

I  between  Apiil  1  and  September  30  can  not  be  used,  as  some 

2  before  and  some  after  the  irrigation  season  and  some  comes 

^  the  spring  flood,  when  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  the  whole 

1  the  river  would  be  used.     The  totals  for  the  district  are  enterec 

^  by  sheet,  on  the  "Summary,  district  20,"  and  also  in  the  "Su 

for  Colorado." 
^   ^  The  capacities  given  are  furnished  me  by  Mr.  Anderson  x 

:^  intended  to  be  actual.     They  are  probablj'  close  approxii 

P     .  thereto. 

^     \  VII.  DISTRICT  NO.  21,  COIiORADO, 

Area,  abont  550  sqnare  milee. 
Adjadicated,  Jnly  11,  1888. 
Nmikber  of  ditchee,  75,  shown  on  three  sheets. 
Number  of  separate  decrees,  01. 
Summation  of  decrees,  1,877.67  second- feet. 
Capacity  of  ditches,  799  second-feet  (actual). 

District  No.  21  comprises  the  drainage  of  Rios  La  Jara  a: 
mosa,  including  that  of  Hot  Creek.  The  streams  all  flow 
through  long,  deep  cations,  widening  occasionally  into  little 
The  flrst  settlements  were  made  in  these  valleys.  About  th« 
of  Hot  Creek  the  two  rivers,  there  close  together,  enter  the  le 
ley  and  then  run  easterly  to  the  Rio  Grande  nearly  parallel  a 
1  to  2  miles  apart.  Only  in  flood  time  does  the  water  of  eith 
reach  the  main  stream  or  even  enter  the  valley.  Nearly  all 
up  on  the  little  valleys  of  the  caSons  and  a  high  mesa  betw 
Creek  and  the  Alamosa,  watered  from  the  latter,  and  what 
the  ditches  sinks  into  the  ground  and  probably  goes  to  the  si 
the  shoal  La  Jara  artesian  basin,  for  around  the  town  of  La  Ja 
ing  wells,  with  light  pressure,  are  obtained  at  a  depth  of  frc 
60  feet. 


A 
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e  /act  that  1895  was  a  year  of  good  water  supply  after  the  middle  of 
ily,  the  returns  for  that  year  charge  more  than  .4  acre-feet  of  water 
I'  acre  to  a  large  number  of  the  ditches,  or  to  40  out  of  the  total  of  75. 
U  the  aci-eage  under  these  ditches  was  small  compared  with  that 
i^^ed  by  the  other  35,  so  that,  after  reducing  all  excess  charges  to  4 
fB-feet  per  acre,  the  average  for  the  district  amounts  to  2.6  feet  per 
^.  This  is  to  be  expected,  as  there  is  said  to  be  a  shortage  always 
the  district,  as  there  is  much  more  good  land  under  ditch  than  the 
*^r  will  supply. 

Hie  returns  for  1896  give  an  excess  of  water  in  13  ditches,  all  small 
*ire.  When  these  are  reduced  to  4  acre-feet  i)er  acre  the  average 
the  district  is  0.7  acre-feet  per  acre.  The  area  watered  in  1895 
*  about  3,500  acres  more  than  in  1896.  The  returns  for  1896  give, 
before  mentioned,  the  names  of  five  ditches  without  decrees,  but 
Bt^tements  of  areas  watered.  Their  names  are:  J.  A.  Ortiz,  El 
tmifio,  Damien  Nunez,  Ramon  Domingo,  Frank  de  Herera.  They 
probably  small  affairs  and  cut  no  material  figure  in  the  totals. 
he  greatest  acreage  of  the  district  was  probably  in  1 89 1 .  I  assumed 
the  year  an  increase  of  about  10  per  cent  over  1895,  and  for  1889 
Qt  the  same  as  for  1895,  making  the  assumed  acreage  the  following 
^6  years  after  the  decree: 


Acree. 
42,000 
42,000 
44,000 
46,000 


AcroB. 

1892  45,000 

1893  44,000 

1894 42,000 


le  decrease  of  acreage  in  this  district  from  1891  to  1896  was  prob- 
due  to  the  short  water  supply  of  the  intervening  years.  As  the 
ly  is  normally  short  in  this  district,  any  diminution  thereof  would 
lore  quickly  felt  than  in  the  other  districts, 
ior  to  1885  the  acreage  in  the  district  was  small  and  principally 
» land,  so  I  assumed  4  acre-feet  used  on  each  acre  watered  prior 
;85,  including  that  year.  In  1886  acreage  was  increasing,  and  I 
med  3.5  acre-feet  per  acre.  In  1887,  1888,  and  1889  there  was  a 
nent  water  supply  in  the  valley  as  a  whole,  but  the  acreage  in 
let  21  was  increasing  quite  rapidly  and  the  wat^r  supply  was 
'  appropriated.  I  therefore  assumed  for  those  years  3  acre-feet  of 
ir  used  per  acre  irrigated.  Prom  1890  to  1893,  inclusive,  the  sup- 
)f  water  was  short,  and  the  amount  used  here  is  assumed  to  be  2 
per  acre.  In  1894,  when  it  was  very  short,  the  assumption  was 
lere-feet  i)eracre.  The  returns  show  2.6  acre-feet  per  acre  for 
>,  and  0.7  for  1896,  as  before  stated. 

rior  to  the  decree  given  in  1888  the  same  method  was  employed  to 
in  acreage  as  was  used  in  district  20.  From  the  acreage  thus 
ined  and  the  above  assumptions  as  to  use  of  water  the  '*  Summary 
riet  21 "  was  made  up  from  the  three  sheets  and  the  totals  carried 
L  it  to  the  summary  for  Colorado. 

Vin.  DISTRICT  NO.  22,  COLORADO. 

»,  abont  550  square  miles. 

indicated.  1890. 

mber  of  ditches  listed,  110  shown  on  five  sheets. 

0  3  Taos  Valley  canals  are  rejected  from  the  totals  for  reasons  folly  given 

er  on,  leaving  107  ditches  carried  to  the  snnmiary.) 

mber  of  s^arate  decrees,  142. 

unation  of  decrees,  2,078.42  second-feet. 

•city  of  ditches,  1,034  second-feet  (aotnal}. 

8,  Doc,  W 5 


to  ine  uonejos,  as  oeiore  mentionea.     it  is  my  Deiiei,  nowevei 

no  land  in  the  district  was  ever  watered  from  it. 
In  1888-89  a  company  named  the  Taos  Valley  Irrigation  Coi 

constructed  in' this  district  three  large  canals  known  as  Taos  ^ 
I  I  canals  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  each  with  an  original  carrying  capa4 

jL  .  over  500  second-feet.     No.  1  was  built  for  the  purpose  of  div 

"  water  from  the  Conejos  to  the  San  Antonio  River,  reaching  the 

1  stream  about  a  mile  south  of  Antonito.     Here  a  dam  was  thrown 

!)  '  the  river,  and  canal  No.  2,  heading  at  the  south  end  of  the  dai 

built  through  the  solid  lava  rock  to  the  State  line,  reaching  i 
J  ?  5  miles  southeast  of  the  dam.     Canal  No.  3  also  headed  in  tl 

•J  Antonio  several  miles  below  the  head  of  No.  2,  and  ran  to  the 

J  east.     It  was  the  intention  of  the  promoters  to  water  a  large  b 

"*    ' '  land  in  New  Mexico,  but  they  found  that  in  order  to  reach  th 

their  canals  would  have  to  be  dug  through  solid  rock  for  man)' 


5 


A 


that  only  a  small  percentage  of  the  area  they  would  cover  was  i 


T  and  that  the  water  rights  granted  them  in  the  decree  of  1890 

•J  making  the  grand  showing  on  paper  of  500  second-feet  for  each 

Zf      ..'  or  1,500  second-feet  in  all,  were  valueless,  as  all  of  the  mean  : 

—  the  two  rivers  was  absorbed  by  prior  appropriations. 

**  The  original  promoters  therefore  dropped  the  scheme  and  the 

holders  took  hold.  The  latter  built  a  reservoir  under  canal 
called  Cove  Lake,  whose  capacity  is  said  to  be  some  9,700  acr 
When  they  got  it  built,  however,  they  discovered  that  there  wa 
a  thousand  acres  or  so  of  arable  land  commanded  by  it.  Thi 
they  have  attempted  to  colonize,  but  so  far  have  failed,  and  1 
from  a  conversation  I  had  with  their  manager  in  Antonito  tha 
are  about  to  abandon  the  project.  No  land  has  ever  been  wate 
these  three  canals,  although  e^nal  No.  2  ran  full  during  the  ; 
flood  for  several  years.  The  water  was  turned  loose  at  its  low 
onto  the  mesa  and  found  its  way  into  the  caSon  of  the  Rio  G 
somewhere  below  the  Colorado  line.  On  account  of  these  cone 
I  have  thought  it  best  to  omit  these  three  canals  from  the  totaU 

iriviiiff  them  in  the  list  of  ditf»b«^R  for  this  distrint    hAi^flnsA  T  c 
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illj  measured,  the  capacities  given  are  no  doubt  near  approxima- 
ODs  to  the  true  capacities.  It  is  in  this  district  that  the  actual 
rpacities  amount  to  1,034  second-feet,  the  decree  to  2,078.42  second- 
Bt,  and  the  claimed  capacities  to  alK)ut  4,000  second-feet,  all  of 
ese  totals  exclusive  of  the  Taos  Valley  canals. 

The  returns  for  1890  give  an  aggregate  of  00,625  acres  watered  dur- 
?  the  year,  and  surplus  water  for  19  of  the  107  ditches  returned, 
hen  these  are  reduced  to  4  acre-feet  per  acre,  however,  the  average 
'  the  whole  district  is  but  1.75  acre- feet  per  acre. 
Mr.  Dalton  stated  that  to  the  best  of  his  recollection  about  40,000 
-eswere  watered  in  1893,  46,(X)0  in  1894,  and  51,000  in  1805.  I  am 
alined  to  the  belief  that  his  figures  are  small,  as  he  is  a  conservative 

*Vom  all  I  can  learn,  I  judge  that  the  acreage  of  1890,  the  year  of 
^  decree,  was  about  that  of  1800,  and  so  have  assumed  the  follow- 
*  acreages  for  the  respective  years: 

Acres    i  Acres. 

I... 60,000  !  1803 45,000 

55,000     1894 60,000 

50,000     1895.... 55,000 

ack  of  1890  the  acreage  is  computed  by  the  lapsing  of  the  decrees, 
Q  districts  20  and  21. 

his  district  has  generally  had  a  very  good  water  supply,  so  prior 
890  I  assumed  4  acre-feet  per  acre.  As  there  was  a  shortage  in 
entire  valley  in  1890,  1891,  1892,  and  1893,  I  assumed  3  acre-feet 
1  on  each  acre  in  district  22.  In  1894,  when  the  drought  was  more 
ire,  I  assumed  2. 5  acre- feet  per  acre,  and  in  1895  3  acre-feet  per  acre, 
he  last-named  j^ear  there  was  an  abundance  of  water  after  July 
md  the  grass  lands  would  have  used  the  full  amount  of  4  acre- 
per  acre,  but  the  lai'ge  Mormon  population  around  Manassa  and 
raim  raise  principally  wheftt  and  oats,  and  this  water  came  too 
in  the  season  for  them,  so  that  I  assume  an  average  for  the  dis- 
i  of  3  feet  per  acre. 

■^ith  these  assumptions  are  made  up  the  two  sheets  headed  "  Sum- 
y  district  22,"  and  the  totals  are  carried  therefrom  to  the  sum- 
y  for  Colorado. 

IX.  DISTRICT  NO.  24,  COLORADO. 

« 

ea,  abont  700  square  miles. 

Ijudicated  June  14, 1889. 

imberaof  ditches  listed.  25,  shown  on  one  sheet. 

imber  of  separate  decrees,  23  (two  ditches  have  no  decrees). 

mmation  of  decrees,  265.50  second-feet. 

pacity  of  ditches,  356  second- feet. 

istrict-s  No.  24  and  35  lie  entirely  within  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 

ttish  grant.     That  portion  of  this  grant  included  in  district  No. 

together  with  a  large  area  in  New  Mexico,  is  known  as  the  C.ostilla 

te,  while  the  portion  which  forms  district  35  is  called  the  Trinchera 

te. 

istrict  No.  24  covers  the  drainage  of  Rio  Culebra  and  that  portion 

le  Rio  Costilla  drainage  lying  in  Colorado.     Its  surface  outside  of 

mountains  is  more  uneven  than  is  that  of  the  rest  of  the  valley, 

San  Luis  hills  and  San  Pedro  mesa  breaking  up  the  western 

ion. 

le  returns  for  1896  give  the  actual  capacities  of  the  ditches,  not 


and  1894  were  years  of  scanty  water  supply  for  the  valley  in  ge 
I  assumed  the  following  use  of  water  in  this  district:  1890,4 
feet  per  acre;  1891  and  1892,  3.5  acre-feet  per  acre;  1893  and 
3  acre-feet  per  acre. 

^  *  In  1895  I  assumed  4  acre- feet  per  acre,  and  prior  to  1890  4  aci 

C  '  per  acre  also. 

i  As  there  was  but  one  sheet  of  the  list  of  ditches  for  this  di 

]■  there  is  no  summary  sheet,  but  the  totals  are  entered  directly 

'  summary  for  Colorado. 

S    '  X.  DISTRICT  NO.  25,  COLORADO. 

1  Area,  abont  950  square  miles. 

"1     '  Adjudicated  March  28. 1890. 

^.  Number  of  ditches  listed,  171  on  seven  sheets. 

^.  Number  of  separate  decrees,  235. 

-^  Summation  of  decrees,  919.18  second-feet. 

"J  Capacity  of  ditches,  2,501  second-feet  (from  decree). 

3  District  No.  25  covers  the  whole  wfestern  slope  of  the  Sang 

[2  Cristo  Range  north  of  Sierra  Blanca,  its  western  boundary  bein 

^  Luis  Creek  on  the  southern  half  and  the  divide  between  it  an 

^  Saguache  on  the  northern  half.     There  are  no  large  streams  ord; 

J  in  the  district,  but  it«  water  is  carried  in  many  small  creeks. 

3  result  the  number  of  ditches  is  large  in  proportion  to  the  area  w»i 

•  The  Luis  Maria  Baca  Spanish  grant  No.  4  occupies  about  150  s 

miles  of  the  best  portion  of  the  district  and  has  on  it  some  2S 

ditches. 
No  water  from  either  district  25  nor  from  26  or  27  ever  resch 

Rio  Grande  on  the  surface.     Near  the  south  end  of  the  distri 

the  Jine  between  it  and  district  20,  you  will  notice  on  Exhibits . 

B  ^  several  small  lakes.     These  are  called  the  San  Luis  Lakes. 

larger  is  about  2^^  miles  long,  with  an  area  of  about  1,500  acres. 

smaller  ones  have  areas  of  from  100  to  300  acres  each,  the  tota 

of  all  beiner  somewhere  between  2,500  and  3,500  acres.    These 
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The  returns  from  this  district  are  complete  for  both  1895  and  1896, 
at  I  doubt  their  accuracy  for  either  year.  In  both  j^ears  each  ditch 
charged  with  carrying  its  full  decree  for  the  season,  which  is  given 
i  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  days  in  1895,  but  is  averaged 
iT  the  whole  district  as  sixty-five  days  in  1896.  After  reducing  the 
ccess  returns  for  1895  to  4  acre- feet  per  acre,  the  total  gives  3.77  acre- 
jet  per  acre  used  that  year.  This  is  likely  to  be  something  near  the 
>rrect  amount.  In  1896,  however,  the  returns  give  over  2.5  acre-feet 
er  acre,  and  this  I  believe  to  be  largely  in  excess  of  the  amount  used. 
have  no  means  of  correcting  it,  however,  and  so  must  let  it  go  as  it  is. 
The  returns  for  1895  give  1,515  acres  watered  by  ditches  without 
Bcrees,  and  for  1896  1,625  acres,  but  no  statement  as  to  the  number 
r  capacity  of  the  ditches  serving  this  land.  Whatever  their  num- 
Br,  it  is  likely  that  they  were  built  soon  after  the  decree  was  given 
1 1890,  as  the  dry  years  of  1891,  1892,  1893,  and  1894  would  discour- 
se the  construction  of  new  ditches.  In  1896  there  was  a  little  over 
000  acres  more  cultivated  than  in  1895,  and  the  acreage  for  1896 
culd  just  about  equal  the  amount  the  decree  was  supposed  to  cover, 
hich,  at  50  acres  per  second-foot,  would  be  about  46,000  acres  for 
le  decree  of  919.18  second-feet.  I  therefore  made  the  following 
ssumptions  as  to  acreage: 

Prior  to  1890,  and  1890,  assume  full  decree  cultivated,  decreasing 
Le  amount  as  the  decrees  lapse;  1891,  assume  800  acres  more  than 
3eree,  this  for  new  ditches;  1892,  assume  1,600  acres  more  than 
3cree,  this  for  new  ditches;  1893,  assume  decree;  1894,  assume  1,500 
sres  less  than  the  decree. 
While  the  district  receives  its  water  supply  from  the  western  slope 

the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Mountains,  the  same  as  does  district  24,  the 
ater  is  all  carried  in  small  streams,  and  so  the  shortage  of  the  years 
^r  1890  was  probably  felt  more  severely  here  than  in  district  No.  24. 
therefore  assumed  the  following  use  of  water : 
For  1889  and  prior  thereto,  4  acre-feet  of  water  per  acre;  for  1890, 
^91,  1892,  and  1893,  3  acre- feet  of  water  per  acre;  for  1894,  2.5  acre- 
^t  of  water  per  acre. 

Prom  these  assumptions  the  three  sheets,  marked  '*  Summary  dis- 
ict  No.  25,"  w^ere  made  up,  remembering  that  sheet  No.  7  of  the  list 
Ust  carr}%  in  excess  of  the  amount  due  from  its  decrees,  the  several 
Siounts  allowed  for  ditches  without  decrees,  viz,  800  acres  in  1801 ; 
600  acres  in  1892, 1893,  and  1894;  1,515  acres  in  1895,  and  1,625  acres 
^  1896.     The  totals  were  carried  to  the  summary  for  Colorado. 

In  this  district  the  water  commissioner  returned  the  capacity  of 
itches  mentioned  in  the  decree,  summing  2,456  second-feet  for  the  171 
itches  besides  45  second-feet  allowed  the  ditches  without  decrees. 
There  is  no  probability  that  the  total  capacity  of  ditches  in  this  dis- 
'Sct  exceeds  or  even  equals  the  decree,  viz,  919  second-feet. 

XI.  DISTRICT  NO.  26,  COLORADO. 

Area,  about  900  sqnare  miles. 

Adjudicated  November  23,  1880. 

Number  of  ditches  listed,  184  on  eight  sheets. 

Knmber  of  separat-e  decrees,  207. 

Snmmation  of  decrees,  561.76  second-feet 

Capacity  of  ditches,  1,509  second-feet  (from  decree). 

District  No.  26  covers  the  drainage  of  Saguache  River  and  itstribu- 
iries.     Fully  three-fourths  of  the  land  watered  is  hay  land  and  pasture 
9.  Doc%  91 50 
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tified  as  many  as  possible,  and  then  added  to  the  total  return  for 
identified  the  balance  of  the  return  to  obtain  the  total  for  thedi 

The  return  for  1806  gives  20,205  acres  irrigated,  while  the  ai 
given  in  1895  is  16,850  acres.  It  is  likely  that  the  preceding  foi 
years  had  discouraged  the  farmers,  and  so  less  acreage  was  cult: 
in  1805,  but  the  copious  rains  of  that  summer  encouraged  tl 
expand  again  in  1806.  As  the  returns  can  not  be  completely  ide 
either  for  1805  or  for  1896,  the  only  course  open  for  me  is  to  prop 
among  the  several  ditches  the  total  acreage  according  to  the 
their  decrees.  The  acreage  for  1895  gives  30  acres  per  second- 
decree,  and  that  of  1806  gives  36  acres  per  second-foot,  the  total 
being  562  second-feet.  While  this  decree  was  based  on  50  ac 
each  second-foot,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  average  amount  ever  ex 
40  acres.  This  I  have  assumed  as  the  condition  in  1880  and  18 
years  of  probable  maximum  for  this  district,  or,  there  being  562  s 
feet  of  decree,  an  acreage  of  22,500  for  those  years.  I  projwrtioi] 
decrease  from  1890  to  1895  among  the  different  years.  Prior 
the  acreage  is  deduced  from  the  decrees,  as  in  the  other  distric 

The  water  in  this  district  is  overappropriated,  as  is  shown  fr 
returns  for  1896,  charging  an  average  of  but  0.8  acre-foot  of 
to  each  acre  irrigated.  Prior  to  1880  the  acreage  was  about 
fourths  of  the  amount  now  cultivate.  It  is  likely  that  eve: 
the  water  supply  was  scanty.  I  assumed  3  acre-feet  per  ac 
all  years  shown  in  the  summary  up  to  and  including  1889.  Fo 
1891, 1802,  and  1893,  2  acre-feet  is  assumed,  and  for  1894,1.5,  acr 
this  being  the  driest  year  prior  to  1896.  In  1895  I  could  not  ic 
the  returns,  and  so  assumed  3  acre-feet  per  a6re. 

From  these  assumptions  is  made  up  the  summary  b}'  sheets  i 
district  and  the  totals  are  carried  to  the  summary  for  Colorado 

The  return  from  this  district  gave  no  capacities,  and  I  esti 
the  capacities  indicated  by  the  sizes  mentioned  in  the  decree, 
these  total  1,509  second-feet  for  the  district,  it  is  not  likely  tl 
total  capacitv  of  the  ditches  exceeds  or  even  eauals  the  decrc 
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No.  27  covers  the  drainage  of  Camero  and  La  Garita 
is  a  small  and  unimportant  section.  The  irrigation  is  old, 
)ack  to  1880. 

rns  for  1895  give  a  total  acreage  of  4,040,  over  3,000  acres 
s  natural  grass,  while  those  for  1896  give  but  2,G70.  No 
1  for  this  sudden  and  large  decrease  of  area  is  given.  The 
ption  for  acreage  prior  to  1895  that  I  can  reasonably  make 
OO  acres,  including  pasture  land,  have  been  watered  each 
to  1895,  and  this  is  done  in  the  total  summary  slieet.  This 
I,  however,  gives  an  average  of  about  90  acres  of  land 
each  second-foot  of  decree.  The  only  explanation  of  this 
ge  I  can  offer  is,  that  pasture  lands  are  not  included  in  the 
)  are  actually  watered  when  there  is  a  sufficient  supply  and 
3d  in  the  returns  as  natural  grass.  When  water  is  short, 
they  are  not  watered.  This  would  also  account  for  the 
irease  in  1896. 

irns  for  1896  show  2.6  acre-feet  of  water  used  per  acre, 
jtributed  uniformly  among  the  ditches.  ~The  returns  for 
such  shape  that  the  different  ditches  can  not  be  identified, 
ompute  the  total  amount  of  water  used.  As  there  seems 
3d  supply  for  the  land  watered,  I  assumed  4  acre-feet  per 
ind  including  1889, 3  acre-feet  per  acre  for  1890, 1891, 1892, 
;.5  acre-feet  per  acre  for  1894,  and  4  acre-feet  per  acre  for 
ile  the  amount  per  acre  assumed  for  1894  is  less  than  that 
5re  in  1896,  the  acreage  for  the  former  year  is  assumed  to 
•eater  than  was  that  for  1896,  so  that  the  total  amount  of 
L  in  1894  is  considerably  more  than  the  returns  show  for 

X3ities  given  are  taken  from  the  decree,  and  are*not  reliable. 

Xin.  DISTRICT  NO.  35,  COLORADO. 

t  500  sqnare  miles, 
cated. 

ditches  listed,  48  on  two  sheets, 
f  ditches,  346  second-feet  (actual). 

KTo.  35  includes  the  drainage  of  Sangre  de  Cristo  and  Trin- 
kis,  and  covers  that  portion  of  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  grant 
lown  as  the  Trinchera  estate. 

rigation  is  old  in  this  district,  some  of  it  dating  back  to 
3urts  have  not  yet  adjudicated  it,  and  there  is  no  water 
ler  in  the  district.  Mr.  Flores  and  I  spent  a  day  at  and 
nd,  and  gathered  the  data  from  which  the  table  is  made  up. 
tches  are  arranged  according  to  their  position  on  the  drain- 
ng  from  the  head  of  the  stream  downward  instead  of 
jally,  as  in  the  other  Colorado  districts.  I  did  this  because 
lire  as  to  the  date  of  construction  of  many  of  the  ditches  in 
and  did  not  wish  to  make  up  a  list  which  might  do  injustice 
them. 

)r  supply  of  this  district  is  small,  not  being  enough  to  water 
►f  the  available  land.  With  two  exceptions  the  ditches  are 
each  waters  but  one  man's  land.  In  1888  two  large  canals 
,  one  heading  on  Trinchera  Creek  and  one  on  Sangre  de 
jk.  Each  claims  an  appropriation  of  212  second-feet,  and 
ow  carry  100  second-feet;  but  there  is  practically  no  water 
>ne,  and  the  amount  of  land  served  is  small. 


^ 


the  returns  here  given  are  fully  as  reliable  as  those  from  thi 
Colorado  districts. 

With  the  assumptions  above  given,  the  summary  for  the  i 
was  made  up  and  the  totals  transferred  to  the  summary  for  Co 

XIV.    RfiSUMfi  OF  CX)LiORADO  STATISTICS. 


■  This  completes  the  detailed  description  of  the  Colorado  in 

^  in  the  Rio  Grande  drainage.     The  total   number  of  ditche« 

(see  last  sheet  of  summary  for  Colorado)  is  925,  with  a  stated  c 
2   •  of  over  12,700  second-feet  and  a  probable  actual  capacity  o; 

10,000  second -feet.     Of  these,  877  are  authorized  by  law  to  div< 
12,200  second-feet  of  water.     Their  owners  claim  that  635,000 
I  land  are  "under  ditch,"  or  that  the  ditches  can  now  serve  thatt 

^    '^'  The  maximum  area  watered  in  the  valley  was  in  1892,  whe 

J^  400,000  acres  were  served.     This  dropped  to  340,000  acres  in  1 

^  320,000  in  1896,  but  will  probably  increase  slowly  hereafter,  a 

"^  the  maximum  above  given  is  not  likely  to  be  reached  agaii 

—4  storage  reservoirs  are  built,  for  the  land  now  irrigated  dema 

— ^  full  water  supply  of  the  valley.     I  will  discuss  the  reservoir  ] 

before  closing  this  report. 
^  It  is  likely  that  the  total  acreage  given  in  these  tables  is  w 

"^  per  cent  of  the  amount  cultivated  during  1895  and  1896.    Thi 

'i  gate  statement  of  amount  of  water  used  during  Uiose  years  is  p 

within  15  or  20  per  cent.  Prior  to  1895,  however,  the  staten 
the  acreage  may  not  be  nearer  than  15  per  cent,  and  the  st 
of  water  may  not  be  nearer  than  25  per  cent,  or  possibly  30  per 
the  actual  quantities  in  each  case.  I  think  that  these  percen 
error  in  the  totals  are  maxima,  as  a  large  error  one  way  on  oi 
or  in  one  district  may  be  balanced  by  an  error  the  other  way  in 
district. 

Owing  to  the  method  adopted  by  stopping  acreage  when  \ 
stops,  before  explained,  the  acreage  is  sure  to  be  large  enou 
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ng  you  will  find  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  allowances  of 
ide  for  the  several  years  in  the  various  districts  of  the  Sah 
;l  this  information  is  given  under  the  discussions  above,  but 
Hi  here  for  convenience  of  reference.  The  quantities  are  in 
of  water  charged  to  each  acre  each  year  and  for  each  district 
i. 

Estimated  tise  of  water — San  Luia  Valley ,  Colorado. 


Year. 


District. 


30. 


3.5 

3.5 

3 

3 

3  for  first  160  dasrs; 

2  for  rest. 
3  for  first  150  days: 

2  for  rest. 
3  for  first  150  days: 

1. 6  for  rest. 
8  for  first  150  days; 

2. 8  for  rest. 
3  for  first  ISO  days; 

1. 66  for  rest. 


21. 


4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3.6 

8 

3 

3 

2 

2 


1.5 
2.6 
.7- 


22.       24 


3 
3 
3 

3 

2.5 

3 

1.75 


8.5 
8.5 


3 
4 
3.2 


25. 


3 
3 
3 

3 

2.5 

3.8- 

2.56 


26. 


3 
3 
3 
8 
8 
3 
8 
8 
3 
8 
8 
2 
2 
2 


1.5 
8 
.8 


27. 


3 

3 
8 

8 

2.5 

4 

2.6- 


35. 


3 
3 
3 

3 

2.5 

3.4-- 
2.6— 


IRRIGATION  LAW  AND  PRACTICE  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 


3xico  has  no  working  irrigation  law.  I  think  that  the  last 
e  passed  a  bill  to  regulate  the  use  of  water,  but  it  has  not 
►reed.  There  is  no  Territorial  engineer  or  other  officer  hav- 
)1  of  the  distribution  of  water.  Whenever  the  ownera  of  a 
ik  that  some  acequia  built  after  theirs,  but  higher  up  the 

diverting  water  which  rightfully  belongs  to  them,  they  can 
he  district  court  for  an  injunction  restraining  the  owners  of 
iitch  from  taking  the  water,  and  possibly,  months  after  their 

ruined,  win  their  suit.     The  few  rights  of  the  Territory 
re  been  adjudicated  have  gone  through  this  process, 
lorthem  third  of  the  Territory,  where  the  waters  are  moder- 

frora  silt,  and  hence  very  little  work  is  needed  to  keep  the 
I  working  order,  the  '^nly  official  of  a  community  ditch  organ- 
a  mayor-domo,  whose  duty  it  is  to  distribute  the  water  among 
ent  claimants  under  the  ditch. 

•  south,  where  the  water  carries  much  silt  and  the  ditch 
•requent  and  extensive  cleanings,  the  organization  consists, 
>n  to  the  mayor-domo,  of  one  or  three  commissioners.  The 
ighly  measure  the  land  each  man  wishes  to  irrigate  each 
assess  him  a  certain  amount  of  work  each  week  on  his  hold- 
I  devoted  to  cleaning  the  ditch  of  sediment  whenever  such 
s  necessary.  The  amount  of  the  assessment  varies  with  the 
3i  the  ditch  and  the  amount  of  silt  usually  borne  by  the 
)m  a  day's  work  per  week  for  6  to  8  acres  of  land  watered  in 


I, 


< 


done  by  Mexicans,  and  they  cultivate  largely  varying  areas  in 
ent  years.  The  areas  given  in  the  tables  of  New  Mexico  ditcl 
means,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  of  the  areas  cultivated.  A] 
the  commissioners  along  the  Rio  Grande  ditches  were  able  to  g 

^  I  statements  of  acreage  which  were  pretty  close,  but  where  thei 

^f  ,  no  commissioners  it  was  difficult  to  learn  the  areas  watered. 

T  ever  land  I  saw  I  estimated  as  well  as  possible,  and  obtained  fr 

1  inhabitants  their  estimates  also  as  a  check  on  mine. 

^  '  In  considering  the  information  relating  to  New  Mexico  the  i 

of  obtaining  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  and  due  allowance  m\ 
its  probable  error.  I  believe  that  the  total  area  of  irrigated  lant 
for  each  district  is  within  15  per  cent,  and  possibly  within  10  p( 
of  the  area  actually  watered  an  average  year.  The  statemen 
total  amount  of  water  used,  however,  are  not  so  close,  becau 
difficult  to  say  how  much  water  is  used  per  acre.  I  should  s 
_  the  latter  statements  are  within  25  per  cent  of  the  true  aim 

rji  water  used.     They  show,  however,  relative  amounts  for  the  d 

years  within  what  is  likely  to  be  a  nearly  constant  x)ercon 
approximation,  and  so  will  serve  the  purpose  of  determining  ti 
tive  use  of  water  each  year  since  1880.  These  remarks  appl; 
Colorado  data  as  well. 

That  there  have  been  years  of  scanty  water  supply  betwe< 
and  1896  I  do  not  doubt.  In  a  few  cases  I  have  been  able  t( 
them  for  small  areas,  but  not  with  sufficient  certaintv  of  the  e: 
the  shortage  to  justify  me,  except  in  the  case  of  the  year  1880, 
ing  that  tliere  was  a  short  water  supply  a  certain  year  all  o 
Territory.  The  year  1889  was,  I  believe,  however,  a  short  yeai 
whole  Territory  except  the  Chama  and  northern  New  Mexico  e 
That  season  the  Rio  Grande  was  dry  at  El  Paso  for  several 
after  July  15,  showing  that  the  usual  summer  rains  of  the  Pue 
adjacent  drainages  did  not  come.  In  the  whole  Territory,  ex( 
extreme  northern  jwrtion,  partial  dependence  for  water  is  ph 
the  summer  rains.     So  I  have  in  all  districts,  except  1,  2,  am 
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umed  numbers,  names,  and  drainage  areas  are  about  as  fol- 
[g  outlined  by  red  lines  on  Exhibit  D:^ 


Name. 


onlo 

sa 

Creek 

•uz 

I  (Rio  Grande) 

•  Creek 

Ibaqnerqne(RioQTande) 

Ibuquerqne  (Rio  Grande) 

)  Berendo 

(Rio  Grande) 

Rio  Grande) 

Talley  (Rio  Grande) 

anaasigned  territory  west  of  river  (no  water) 

anaBRigned  territory  east  of  river  (no  water) 

jd  New  Mexico  drainage  of  the  Rio  Grande,  as  before 


Approx- 
imato 

drainatjre 
area. 


Sq.  miles. 
35() 

710 
480 
430 
480 

1,050 
480 

1,400 
900 
830 
940 

0,400 

5,500 
800 
GOO 
ISO 

2,:)oo 

4,000 


31.000 


me. 


ill  be  considered  in  the  order  of  the  numbers,  although  here 
geographically.  The  system  of  numbering  used  is  adopted 
ace  the  study  of  the  Rio  Grande  valleys  together. 
>les  showing  the  ditches  in  each  district  are  made  up  with 
Dlumns,  headed  and  filled  in  as  follows: 
mber  of  ditches,"  being  the  number  of  ditches  described  on 
As  there  were  manj^  groups  of  small  ditches  which  could 

described  in  a  body,  I  have  thought  best  to  do  this  in  order 
le  lists  as  short  as  possible.     This  first  column  is  simply  to 
jetting  the  total  ditches  described  on  each  sheet. 
mber  on  stream,"  calling  the   ditch   highest  up   on  each 
).  1,  and  numbering  downstream. 

"  Where  a  ditch  has  no  specific  name  I  have  marked  it 
It  is  a  general  rule  that  where  a  ditch  serves  two  or  more 
as  a  special  name,  while  many  serving  but  one  farm  have 
s;  so  that  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  all  those  marked  *'  Pri- 
/e  but  one  farm. 

eam,"  being  the  source  of  water  supply, 
len  built."    Whenever  possible,  I  obtained  the  date  of  con- 
of  each  ditch  listed,  but  when  I  could  not  obtain  that  I 
9  existence  of  a  ditch  back  as  far  as  possible,  and  then 

as  built  before  the  earliest  date  at  which  I  satisfied  myself 
ise. 

proximate  location  of  head,"  given  in  Land  Office  terms 
:  The  surveys  of  the  public  lands  of  New  Mexico  are  based 
iial  point  at  San  Acacio,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  about  10  miles 
mouth  of  the  Puerco.  Through  this  initial  a  meridian  was 
lorth  and  south  and  a  base  line  due  east  and  west.  The 
as  then  cut  into  townships  6  miles  square  and  these  into 

mile  square.     These  townships  are  numbered  north  and 
[  east  and  west  from  the  initial  point,  the  number  of  the 

north  or  south  being  called  townships  (usually  abbreviated 


'  Public  document. 


/.  "  capacity.  '    tsemg  ine  esumaiea  carrying  capacity  oi 
ditch  in  cubic  feet  of  water  per  second. 

8.  ''Total  capacity."  This  column  is  put  in  to  facilitate  the  ; 
tion  of  capacity  on  each  sheet,  as  on  nearly  every  one  there  wi 
some  entries  of  several  ditches  on  one  line  which  have  the  av< 
capacity  of  each  entered  in  column  7,  and  an  attempt  to  sum 
umn  7  is  confusing. 

9.  '  'Acres  irrigated. "    Being  the  mean  area,  unless  otherwise  st 

10.  11,  12.  "Acre-feet  of  water  used  in  1894-1896."  See  expl 
tion  below. 

13.  "  Remarks,"  which  are  self-explanatory. 

In  figuring  the  amount  of  water  used,  I  have  in  no  case  all 

over  4  acre-feet  per  acre,  as  I  believe  this  to  be  the  maximum  am 

used  in  New  Mexico,  as  well  as  in  Colorado.     I  have  allowed 

I    *  freely,  however,  even  on  grain  land,  whenever  there  is  a  good  y 

I.  supply,  unless  the  surroundings  were  such  as  to  point  conclusive 

a  smaller  use  of  water.     It  is  not  likely  that  over  2  feet  is 

actually  used  to  raise  a  crop  of  corn,  nor  over  3  feet  for  a  ere 

wheat,  but  in  places  much  water  is  run  into  low  places  and  e vapor: 

^     ^  and  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Territory  they  frequently  irri 

•  heavily  in  the  fall  so  as  to  sprout  the  weed  seeds  and  so  kill  thei 

il  frost,  so  it  is  likely  that  nearly  or  quite  4  acre-feet  is  diverted  fr 

(stream  when  the  water  is  to  be  had,  and  not  returned  therek 
each  acre  watered,  even  when  planted  in  corn. 
These  tables  show  no  columns  of  decrees,  or  the  amount  a  dit< 
!  legally  entitled  to  take  from  a  stream,  as  your  letter  of  instruci 

directed  me  to  show,  because,  as  no  adjudication  of  New  Mi 
ditches  has  been  made,  they  have  no  legal  title  to  any  water. 

XVn.  DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  OF  NEW  MEXICO  DITCHES  OUT 

OF  RIO  GRANDE. 

1.  DISTRICT  NO.  1,  SAN  ANTONIO. 

Area,  about  250  sqnare  miles. 
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}  never  been  a  shortage  of  water  in  the  district.  So  I  have  allowed 
>  maximum  of  4  feet  per  acre  for  all  years  except  1896.  In  the  last- 
med  year  the  two  lower  ditches  on  San  Antonio  Creek  are  charged 
ih  but  3  acre-feet  per  acre. 

ill  totals  from  tlus,  as  well  as  all  the  New  Mexico  districts,  are 
tiered  directly  onto  tlie  summary  for  New  Mexico,  the  total  acreage 
'  each  year  being  obtained,  unless  otherwise  stated,  by  deducting 
»m  the  acreage  shown  on  the  detail  sheets  that  portion  of  it  charged 
ditches  built  after  the  year  in  question. 

2.  DISTRICT  NO.  2,  CHAMA. 

Lrea,  about  3,300  square  miles. 

(nmber  of  ditches  listed,  123,  shown  on  three  sheets. 

Iggregate  capacity,  1,016  second-feet. 

Lcres  watered,  27,520. 

The  area  I  have  assigned  to  district  No.  2  comprises  the  whole 
lama  drainage  except  an  area  of  some  4,500  acres,  which  is  watered 
ditches  taken  from  the  Chama  but  lies  in  the  Espanola  Valley,  and 
included  in  the  Espanola  sheet.  This  district  lies  between  the 
»nejos  Range,  whose  summit  prolonged  south  into  the  Black  Mesa 
unds  it  on  the  east,  and  the  Continental  Divide,  which  forms  its 
istem  limit.  It  reaches  from  the  Colorado  line  (a  small  portion 
ing,  in  fact,  in  that  State)  to  the  Jemez  Mountains  on  the  south. 
Taken  as  a  whole,  this  drainage  is  very  broken,  and  in  parts  it  is 
juntainous,  the  northern  portion  occupying  the  forks  between  the 
^ntinental  Divide  and  the  Conejos  Range.  It  lies  at  an  elevation 
ove  sea  level  of  from  6,000  feet  near  the  mouth  of  the  Chama  to  over 
,000  feet  on  the  Conejos  Range.  The  heavy  snow  fall  of  that  range 
mishes  the  principal  source  of  water  supply,  as  the  snow  and  rain- 
U  on  the  Continental  Divide  to  the  west  is  light  in  winter.  Summer 
ins  along  it,  however,  frequently  send  large  and  sudden  floods  down 
B  river,  when  it  delivers  the  first  silt-bearing  waters  which  enter  the 

0  Grande. 

rhe  main  Chama  has  but  little  valley  land  along  it  above  Abiquiu, 
cept  a  small  area  reaching  from  the  town  of  Chama  down  the  river 
Ptiente  Plaza,  just  below  Parkview.  The  two  largest  cultivated 
sas  in  the  district  are  the  mesa  lying  around  Parkview  at  the  mouth 
the  Brazos  or  East  Chama,  as  it  is  locally  called,  and  El  Rito  Valley. 
le  first  usually  has  an  abundant  water  supply  from  the  Brazos,  while 
3  latter  is  always  short  of  water. 

Up  the  drainage  of  the  Rio  Caliente,  which  flows  south  close  under 
3  western  toe  of  the  Black  Mesa  and  includes  the  Tucas  or  Petaca 
d  Vallecito,  there  are  numerous  narrow  valleys  for  which  there  is 
rays  an  abundant  water  supply. 

W^est  of  the  Chama  and  north  of  the  Gallinas  drainage  the  country 
broken  and  valueless  for  agriculture,  although  much  valuable  pine 
aber  is  found  there,  as  well  as  on  the  head  of  the  main  drainage 
d  down  along  the  Conejos  Range  as  far.  south  as  Mitritas  Creek. 
[n  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  drainage  on  Rio  Puerco  and  Rio 
rllinas  (this  Rio  Puerco  being  a  branch  of  the  Chama,  and  not  the 
ge  torrential  stream  of  that  name,  which  lies  farther  south)  there 

1  large  area  of  fertile  land,  but  a  very  scanty  water  supply.  Out 
probably  50,000  acres  of  good  land  on  the  Gallinas  only  400  acres 
I  cultivated,  and  even  that  small  area  is  never  fairly  well  supplied 
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1  loiina  It  impossible  to  obtain  any  reliable  intonnation  as  to 

(if  any)  after  1880,  when  the  water  supply  was  abnormally  sh 

this  district.     I  therefore,  for  the  yeavs  prior  to  1894,  assume 

maximum  use  of  4  acre-feet  per  acre  for  all  lands  having  a  gcKxl 

^  I  supply,  3  acre-feet  per  acre  for  that  having  a  fair  supply,  incl 

/  the  Upper  Nutrias,  the  Ce]>olla  drainage  from  1887  to  181X),  \h 

9  jilon  prior  to  1800,  and  El  Rito  prior  to  1886;  2.5  acre-feet  pe 

1  •  for  Canjiion  in  1891  and  1892  and  El  Rito  in  1887  to  1890,  and 

5  for  those  two  sections  until  1893  and  for  the  Puerco  and  Gi 

country  from  1880  on.     This  is  based  on  a  statement  that  the  C 
^    :  and  Conjilon  wat^r  supply  has  been  shrinking  since  1887,  and  a  1 

:r  gradual  decrease  of  water  supply  at  El  Rito. 

''\  The  detail  sheets  show  the  amount  charged  to  each  ditch  f 

^    -  yeara  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 

i  a.  DISTRICT  NO.  3,  CERRO  MESA. 

^  Area,  about  710  sqnare  miles. 

jl  Number  of  ditches  listed,  28,  shown  on  one  sheet. 

•"^  "  Aggregate  capacity.  194  second-feet. 

^  Acres  watered,  9,280. 

The  country  assigned  to  district  Xo.  3  reached  from  the  Rio( 
Cafton  on  the  west  to  the  top  of  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Range 
east,  and  from  the  Colorado  line,  on  the  north,  southward  as  far 
Rio  Hondo,  including  the  inngation  in  the  valley  of  that  strea 
excluding  an  area  of  1,500  acres  which  is  watered  by  a  ditch  fr 
Rio  Hondo,  but  lies  on  the  Taos  Mesa  and  is  included  in  distr 
4.  It  includes  that  portion  of  the  drainage  of  Costilla  Creek 
lies  in  New  Mexico,  that  of  several  small  streams  flowing  u 
Cerro  ^lesa.  Red  River,  and  Cabresto  Creek,  Lerma  Caiion,  Sa 
tobal  and  Lolx)  creeks,  and  Rio  Hondo.  The  northern  ixirtic 
tains  a  large,  smooth  mesa,  called  Cerro  Mesa,  which  i-eache 
the  Colorado  line  to  Red  River,  and  forais  a  fine  bodj'  of  graii 
lying  at  an  elevation  of  about  8,0(  K)  feet,  or  a  little  less,  above  sei 
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ysiipj)ly.  In  1883  their  crop  was  a  failure  from  lack  of  water. 
86  some  Americans  settled  on  the  streams  below  the  Gerro  ditch 
)y  some  means  obtained  a  court  decision  or  a  compromise  with 
lexicans  of  Cerro  Plaza,  which  awarded  to  them  one-fourth  of 
ater  in  the  creeks.  Tlie  result  is  that  the  supply  of  water, 
iy  scanty,  is  spread  over  a  larger  area  than  before,  all  are  very 
,  and  only  partial  crops  are  raised  eacli  year. 
B  town  of  Rio  Colorado,  located  at  the  junction  of  Red  River  and 
isto  Creek,  was  founded  in  1842,  and  irrigation  soon  spread  over 
mth  end  of  the  Cerro  Mesa,  the  Llano  ditch  f  mm  Cobresto  Creek 
bnilt  in  1851.  The  people  are  good  farmers,  who  do  not  waste 
water.  For  this  reason  I  have  allowed  but  3  acre-feet  per  acre 
'the  main  ditch  here  and  3.5  acre-feet  per  acre  under  the  next 
e  instead  of  4  acre-feet. 

San  Cristobal  Creek  the  water  supply  is  just  about  enough  for 
nail  amount  of  land  under  ditch.  On  the  Lobo  the  supply  is 
1  and  several  men  who  have  tried  to  farm  there  have  abandoned 
tempt. 

Rio  Hondo  supply  is  usually  good, 
aid  locate  no  years  of  special  drought  in  this  district  except  1883, 

>  have  estimated  a  uniform  use  of  water. 

4.  DISTRICT  NO.  4,  TAOS  MESA. 

abont  480  sqnare  miles, 
ber  of  v'*itche8  listed,  61,  shown  on  one  sheet, 
lity  of  t/^ches,  346  second-feet. 
I  watered,  18,050. 

tching  from  the  brink  of  the  Rio  Hondo  Canon  southward  to 

>t  of  the  Picuris  Mountains — some  20  miles — is  a  level  mesa 

forms  the  most  historic  portion  of  New  Mexico  outside  of  the 

Santa  Fe.     It  is  called  the  Taos  Valley,  but  is  really  a  high 

ome  7,000  feet  above  sea  level,  and  lying  between  the  foot  of 

agre  de  Cristo  Mountains  (locally  called  Taos  Mountains)  and 

non  of  the  Rio  Grande.     The  area  of  arable  land  is  fully  40,000 

but  the  water  supply  is  only  sufficient  for  about  half  this  land, 

has  been  fully  utilized  for  over  forty  years.     This  section  I 

lade  district  No.  4,  its  boundaries  being  the  Rio  Grande  Cafion 

west,  the  top  of  the  range  on  the  east,  the  south  side  of  the  Rio 

Cafion  on  the  nortn  and  the  top  of  the  Picuris  Mountains  on 

ath.     It  is  watered  by  Lucero,  Pueblo,  and  Taos  creeks,  Rio 

to,  and  the  Rio  Grande  del  Ranches  de  Taos.     All  these  streams 

now  water  from  the  high  divide,  run  in  canyons  until  the  plain 

tied,  and  then  cross  it  in  shallow  channels.     Up  Taos  Cafion 

merous  small  valleys,  each  occupied  by  a  small  ranch  and  ditch, 

valleys  are  found  on  the  other  streams. 

Mexican  settlement  of  Fernandez  de  Taos  was  made  about  1800, 
[y  prior  to  that  time,  and  the  settlers  found  the  land  along 

>  and  Pueblo  creeks  already  occupied  by  the  Taos  pueblo  of 
8,  who  had  lived  there  for  an  unknown  length  of  time.  Prior 
\  the  Arrovo  Seco  settlement  was  started  on  the  north  end  of 
sa,  water  being  first  taken  from  Arroyo  Seco  and  then  by  an 
ion  to  the  ditch  southward  along  the  foothills  from  Lucero 

It  was  soon  found  that  this  source  of  water  supply  was  uncer- 
ad  in  1830  a  ditch  was  taken  out  of  the  Rio  Hondo  and  brought 


age  years,  ana  so  nave  assumea  tnat  tne  use  or  water  snown 

sheet  for  those  years  is  a  good  average  for  the  use  during  th 

prior  thereto  except  1889.     For  1889  I  deducted  15  per  cent  fi 

amount  charged  to  the  other  years,  thinking  that  the  shortage 

_-|  I  year,  due  to  small  rainfall,  would  have  been  felt  here  to  th( 

J^  .  amount.     The  detailed  estimate  made  under  each  ditch  shows « 

^  age  for  1896  of  about  1.75  acre-feet  per  acre. 

1 

O  5.  DISTBICT  NO.  6,  EMBUDO  CREEK. 

^  :  Area,  about  4S0  square  miles. 

^  Number  of  ditches  listed,  32,  shown  on  one  sheet. 

P  Aggregate  capacity,  236  second-feet. 

^  ^  .  Acres  waterea,  9,120. 

*.  South  of  the  Picuris  Mountains  is  the  drainage  of  Embudo 

^  made  up  of  the  main  stream,  called  Penasco  on  its  upper  p 

11  Kcuris  or  Pueblo  Creek,  Las  Trampas,  and  Ojo  Zarco  creeks. 

^  The  main  stream  joins  the  Rio  Grande  a  short  distance  ab( 

P  railroad  station  of  Embudo,  near  the  north  end  of  Espanola 

^  The  surface  of  this  district  is  broken,  each  stream  flowing  in 

-•  valley,  which  widens  occasionally  to  a  mile  between  the  hills 

^  generally  narrow.     The  Picuris  and  Penasco  head  on  the  ranj 

i«J  carry  a  large  and  constant  volume  of  water.     Las  Trampas  c^ 

p^  fair  supply,  but  Ojo  Zarco  is  a  very  small  stream. 

The  valleys  in  this  district  were  occupied  by  Mexicans  at  a 
date,  probably  about  1815,  but  the  Picuris  pueblo  of  Indian 
already  on  Picuris  Creek,  and  had  been  there  for  an  unknown 
of  time.  After  the  first  settlement  the  valleys  quickly  filled  i 
before  1880  even  the  little  meadows  up  the  Ca&on  of  the  Picur 
occupied.  The  water  supply  was  ample  for  all.  In  1880  tfie 
of  the  Mora  grant,  which  lies  east  of  the  range,  came  onto  tl 
of  Picuris  Creek  and  diverted  some  of  its  waters  through  a  ] 
the  mountains  onto  their  land.  There  was  still  water  enongh 
until  1890,  when  it  is  stated  that  these  people  built  a  second  dil 
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ear.  On  Picuris  Creek  I  made  this  allowance  prior  to  1889  and  for 
lat  year,  and  afterwards  I  allowed  2.5  acre- feet  per  acre  up  to 
$96.  *  In  the  last-named  year  I  estimated  2  acre-feet  per  acre. 

«.  DISTRICT  NO.  6,  SANTA  CRUZ. 

Area,  about  480  square  miles. 

Number  of  ditches  listed,  43,  shown  on  one  sheet. 

Aggregate  capacity,  156  second-feet. 

Acres  watered,  5,800. 

Between  the  drainage  of  Embudo  Creek  and  that  of  Santa  Fe 
reek  is  a  rough  and  broken  country,  traversed  by  two  main  streams 
illed  the  Santa  Cruz  River  and  Poiuaque  or  Nambe  Creek.  These 
ead  on  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Range  (here  called  Santa  Fe  Mountains) 
ad  carry  from  it  snow  water  to  the  Espanola  Valley.  This  area  I  have 
lUed  district  No.  6,  excluding  therefrom  all  land  watered  from  the 
anta  Cruz  or  Pojuaque  but  lying  in  the  Espanola  Valley.  The  irri- 
ation  is  confined  to  the  long,  narrow  valleys  which  border  each 
bream.  The  date  of  settlement  is  uncertain,  but  remote,  possibly  as 
^r  back  as  the  first  or  second  decade  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
Ithough  the  Nambe  and  Pojuaque  Indians  occupied  their  pueblos  on 
he  more  southerly  stream  at  a  period  much  more  remote  than  this 
Ate. 

On  Santa  Cruz  River  the  water  supply  is  fair,  but  on  the  Nambe  it 
i  poor.  There  has  been  no  known  change  in  acreage  since  1880.  In 
889  I  deducts  15  per  cent  from  the  estimated  water  used  in  1894, 
taking  the  estimate  for  all  other  years  prior  to  1894  the  same  as  for 
bat  year.  The  estimates  for  1894, 1895,  and  1896  are  shown  in  detail 
B  the  sheet. 

7.  DISTRICT  NO.  7,  SANTA  FL  CREEK. 

Area,  about  480  square  miles. 

It^nmber  of  ditches  listed,  44,  shown  on  two  sheets. 

Aggregate  capacity,  97  second-feet. 

Acres  watered,  5,920. 

The  drainage  of  Santa  Fe  Creek  forms  district  No.  7  and  extends 
ft)m  the  top  of  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  (here  called  Taos  Mountains)  on 
ie  east  to  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  west.  After  leaving  the  foothills 
>ine  4  miles  east  of  Santa  Fe,  the  creek  of  that  name  flows  in  a  shal- 
>w  channel  through  a  level  plain  for  some  15  miles.  It  then  enters  a 
%lion,  which  it  follows  to  La  Bajada,  where  it  again  enters  an  open 
^untry.  The  principal  use  of  water  is  in  the  countiy  around 
inta  Fe,  which,  lying  at  an  elevation  of  about  7,000  feet  above  the 
^  and  protected  by  hills  on  all  sides  except  the  west,  produces 
si^als  and  apples  to  perfection.  This  valley  is  the  most  historic  spot 
^  New  Mexico.  Here  was  established  the  nucleus  of  the  Spanish 
Bcupation  in  1600;  here  were  they  defeated  in  1680  and  forced  by 
^f*  Pueblo  Indians  to  abandon  the  countiy;  and  here  they  finally  cou- 
riered the  natives  in  1092  and  firmly  established  themselves  in  the 
f>sses8ion  of  the  land.  Even  prior  to  1600  the  Indians  occupied  the 
t«  of  Santa  Fe  and  farmed  the  surrounding  land,  although  the  later 
^Hquest  forced  them  to  abandon  their  pueblo. 

for  a  great  many  years  the  full  flow  of  Santa  Fe  Creek  has  been 
^lized  for  irrigation,  and  the  scanty  amount  of  wat^r  available  has 
^n  husbanded  with  great  care  and  made  to  serve  as  much  land  as 
^^ssible.     The  water  is  alternated  among  the  different  ditches,  and  the 

S.  Doc.  229- 
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Area,  abont  1,400  square  miles. 

Number  of  ditches  listed,  23,  shown  on  one  sheet. 

Aggregate  capacity,  60  second-feet. 

Acres  watered,  2,240. 

The  Sangre  de  Cristo  Range  ends  abruptly  southeast  of  Sant 
the  country  rapidly  falling  to  the  south  into  the  wide,  barren  Ga 
plain.     Galisteo  Creek  is  the  last  stream  carrying  any  snow 
west  into  the  Rio  Grande,  and  its  supply  is  small  and  precarion 

Between  the  Galisteo  plain  and  the  Rio  Grande  is  a  range  ol 
called  the  Sandia  Mountains,  which  have  a  few  little  valleys  ^ 
small  supply  of  spring  water.  All  this  section  I  have  placed  i 
trict  No.  8.  It  is  a  barren,  desolate  country.  Irrigation  is  coi 
to  the  little  valleys  along  Galisteo  Creek  and  those  mentioned 
Sandia  Mountains.  Around  Galisteo  plaza  there  is  a  large  a 
fertile  land,  but  water  for  only  a  small  percentage  of  it. 

All  of  the  settlements  in  District  No.  8  are  old,  antedating  11 
many  3^ears.  To  all  years  except  1889  and  1896  I  have  giv< 
same  use  of  water,  amounting  to  nearly  2  acre-feet  per  acre,  as  i 
on  the  sheet;  but  in  the  two  years  mentioned  I  have  allows 
about  1.3  a<3re-feet  per  acre. 

That  portion  of  the  Rio  Grande  drainage  east  of  the  river  and 
of  the  Sandia  Mountains  and  Galisteo  plain  is  devoid  of  living 
all  the  way  to  El  Paso.  There  is  not,  so  far  as  my  acquaii 
extends,  an  acre  of  cultivated  land  in  this  whole  area  east 
river  bottom.  A  portion  of  this  area  is  included  in  districts  ] 
15.     The  rest  is  unattached. 

9.  DISTRICT  NO.  9,  JEMEZ. 

Area,  abont  900  square  miles. 

Number  of  ditches  listed,  27,  shown  on  one  sheet. 

Aggregate  capacity,  131  second -feet. 

Acres  watered,  5,790. 
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^  -  Deep  caiions  lead  from  these  parks  to  the  lower  country,  where  are 
--  ~  ^^^g  and  narrow,  but  ver>'  fertile,  valleys.  Below  these  valleys  the 
.  -.^ ,  jiver  runs  through  a  barren,  sandy  country  to  its  junction  with  the  Rio 
,  -^  ^i^ande.  Much  of  its  water  sinks  away  in  the  sands  or  spreads  out 
j^^  ^^  is  evaporated  under  the  hot  sun,  so  that  but  little  water  enters 

^Jie  main  river  from  it  except  during  the  spring  floods. 

^  I^fore  the  advent  of  the  Spaniard,  some  hundred  years  or  moi'e 

^  -•       ^^^  ^^^^^  tribes  of  Indians  occupied  their  pueblos  on   this  river. 

-   .^      A"^y  wei-e  named  the  Jemez,  Zia,  and  Santa  Ana,  the  Jemez  l>eing 

_^         ^J^hest  up  the  river.     The  Spaniards  on  entering  the  country  occu- 

^   ^       P'?^  «  vacant  bcxly  of  land  lying  above  the  Jemez  Pueblo  and  another 

■^'.^^  below  it,  but  above  the  Zia  and  Santa  Ana  puoblcs,  and  appro- 

^'"^^ted  the  water  which  had  been  formerly  used  by  the  two  last-named 

p^^^blos.    The  Santa  Anas  were  first  to  suffer,  and  they  were  finally 

forced  to  take  up  and  cultivate  land  on  the  Rio  Grande,  some  10  miles 

*^^^^3\    Such  is  the  tenacity,  however,  with  wiiich  these  Indians  cling 

^o  their  ancient  pueblos  that,  although  this  change  was  made  nearly 

^^  <iuite  a  hundred  years  ago,  the  Santa  Anas  still  pack  the  season's 

5"        ^^p  each  fall  over  a  horrible  trail  10  miles  up  from  the  Rio  Grande 

^~      ^  their  ancient  home,  steadfastly  refusing  to  abandon  it  and  build 

■  •      *^ew  near  their  tillable  land. 

The  Zia  Indians  still  eke  out  a  precarious  existence  from  the  use  of 

"—     v^?^  little  water  passes  the  Jemez  Indians  and  the  Mexicans  of  San 

*  sidro.     Above  them,  however,  there  has  never  been  known  to  bo  an 

^^jurious  shortage  of  water  until  189G,  although  there  was  a  sensible 

diminution  of  the  usual  water  supply  in  1804  and  1895.     I  could  not 

^^m  that  the  shortage  of  1889  affected  this  drainage,  and  so  have' 

— -      ^«de  no  reduction  in  the  estimate  for  that  year. 

-|  There  are  some  grass  lands  watered  from  the  higher  ditches,  while 
O^er  down  the  climate  is  w^arm,  evaporation  great,  and  the  soil 
^'^ch  as  will  not  readily  return  to  the  river  surplus  water.  I  have 
^^erefore  allowed,  prior  to  1894,  1895,  and  1896  (the  allowances  for 
^'^liich  years  are  shown  on  the  detail  sheet),  4  acre-feet  per  acre  for 
i^nds  above  San  Ysidro,  3  acre-feet  per  acre  for  its  lands,  and  1.5  acre- 
"^^ut  per  acre  for  the  Zia  lands. 

10.  DISTRICT  NO.  10,  PUERCO. 

Area,  ahont  6.400  square  miles. 

dumber  of  ditches  listed,  62,  as  shown  on  two  sheets. 

-Aggregate  capacity,  580  second-feet. 

-Acres  watered,  18,380. 

West  and  southwest  of  the  Jemez  Mountains  the  character  of  the 
^^untry  changes.  Still  broken  and  hilly,  its  altitude  is  2,000  feet  or 
'^^ore  lower  than  that  of  the  Jemez,  and,  as  there  is  but  very  little 
^^owfall,  there  are  few  perennial  streams.  It  is  subject,  however,  to 
i^^avy  rains,  the  annual  precipitation  sometimes  coming  in  a  few 
^Ours,  and  the  resulting  torrents  have  washed  down  from  the  hills 
"^^id  mesas  large  quantities  of  earth,  wiiich  have  formed  extensive 
^lluvaal  valleys.  While  the  country  slopes  from  the  Continental 
^ivide  towai*d  the  Rio  Grande,  a  large  percentage  of  it  never  fur- 
bishes water  to  the  river,  as  the  broken  surface  of  the  arid  land 
Absorbs  the  whole  precipitation. 

^  In  district  No.  10  I  have  included  the  whole  area  tributary  to  the 
r^io  Puerco,  although  but  a  small  per  cent  of  the  total  area  is  arable 
^^ind,  and  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  latter  has  a  water  supply.     This 


I* 


into  the  ground,  but  has  not  yet  reached  the  bottom  of  the  soil- 
the  upper  half  of  the  immediate  valley  of  the  Puerco  the  rain: 
greater  than  farther  south,  and  this,  together  with  the  great  cai 
of  the  soil  for  retaining  moisture,  enables  the  farmers  to  raise 
crops  of  corn,  even  when  they  have  water  for  irrigation  but  a  i 
or  six  weeks  in  the  spring.  These  summer  rains  come  sudden! 
heavily,  and  the  Puerco  sometimes  changes,  in  two  or  three  I 
from  a  dry,  sandy  bed  to  a  torrent  of  15,000  or  20,000  second 
These  floods  carry  as  high  as  15  per  cent  of  silt. 

The  head  waters  of  the  Puerco  originally  formed  part  of  the  A] 
Indian  country,  and  settlements  were  not  made  by  the  Mexicans 
1872;  but  then  a  large  body  of  them  moved  in  at  once  and  all  c 
available  water  was  quickly  appropriated. 

The  only  tributary  of  importance  to  the  Puerco  is  the  San  J< 
Blue  Water,  which  has  its  source  in  the  Zuni  forest,  on  the  < 
nental  divide.  It  generally  receives  from  this  forest  conside 
water  in  the  spring.  After  leaving  the  mountains  its  valley  is 
like  that  of  the  Puerco,  a  deep,  rich  alluvial  soil.  The  lAgum 
Acoma  Pueblo  Indians  are  the  original  settlers,  the  former  ha\in 
outlying  communities,  Ensenada  and  Pajuate. 

A  few  farms  were  taken  up  in  1880  on  the  Zuni  plateau,  whil 
springs  around  the  base  of  Slount  Taylor  north  of  the  San  Jose 
appropriated  at  a  much  earlier  date. 

I  could  not  learn  of  but  one  year's  unusual  shortage  of  water  o 
Puerco  prior  to  1896,  viz,  1889.  The  people  there  live  in  a  ch 
state  of  short  water  supply.  On  the  San  Jose,  however,  it  seem 
be  the  impression  that  there  was  not  so  much  water  available 
1889  as  prior  to  that  year.  I  therefore  assumed  that  the  amon 
water  returned  on  the  main  Puerco  for  1894  represented  the  use 
to  1880,  except  for  1889,  when  a  proper  reduction  was  made  all 
the  district;  but  prior  to  1889  I  added  20  per  cent  to  the  San  Joe 
of  water  for  1894. 

You  will  notice  that  ditches  Xos.  5  and  6  on  the  Blue  Wat< 


e  enterprise  is  uacertatn.  ThQ  reservoir  mU  be  described  further 
[>ng  in  ^is  report. 

11.  DISTRICT  NO.  U,  SALAIX)  TO  BERENDA. 

Area,  about  5,500  square  miles.  ^ 

^ninber  of  ditches  listed,  36,  shown  on  one  sheet. 
\ggiega^  cmicity,  85  seooBd-feet. 
Icres  watoreOy  2»550. 

AH  of  its  drainage  area  west  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  between  the 
lereo  drainage  and  the  Mexican  line  is  a  rough  and  broken  country, 
itih  a  scanty  water  supply.  There  are  a  few  small  streams,  however, 
id  the  area  including  them  I  have  placed  in  district  No.  11. 
Thd  first  stream  met  going  south  is  the  Salado,  which  empties  into 
e  Rio  Grande  a  short  distance  below  the  mouth  of  the  Puerco. 
Idle  this  stream  is  a  torrent  after  heavy  rains,  it  is  practically  dry 
ne-tenths  of  the  year.  In  valleys  among  its  hills  there  are  two 
tail  settlements  whose  inhabitants  eke  out  a  scanty  livelihood. 
The  ooontry  for  60  miles  to  the  south  of  the  Salado  is  without  water 
r  irrigation.  Then  cutting  deeply  through  the  Cuchilla  Mesa  are 
^  several  lines  of  drainage  leading  from  the  Black  Range  to  the  Rio 
rande.  Only  in  seasons  of  excessive  snowfall  or  after  heavy  rains 
MS  the  water  flow  from  the  hills  to  the  river.  But  about  midway 
^tween  the  two  springs  are  found  in  the  dry  channels  and  the  water 
am  these  is  led  into  the  long,  narrow  valleys  below.  While  the  water 
ipply  is  scanty,  it  is  constant,  and  the  users  have  learned  to  utilize 
fully,  and  they  raise  good  crops  with  an  amount  of  water  so  small 
lat  it  would  mean  failure  anywhere  else  in  the  Territory.  The  set- 
ements  all  antedate  1880. 

The  water  supply  is  regular,  and  the  amount  estimated  for  1894  and 
)95  is  assumed  to  be  the  amount  used  back  to  1880,  except  in  1889, 
hen  a  slight  reduction  is  made. 

XVUL  RIO  GRANDE  VALLEYS. 

For  the  purpose  of  studying  the  use  of  water  along  the  main  river, 
have  so  divided  the  valley  as  to  place  in  the  same  district  those  por- 
ons  of  it  where  the  conditions  as  to  water  supply  are  somewhat 
milar. 

There  are  six  of  these  districts,  numbered  and  briefly  described  as 
allows: 

District  ^o.  12.  Espanola  Valley;  water  supply  good;  cultivation 
intinaous. 

District  Na  13.  From  White  Rock  Canyon  to  Albuquerque;  water 
ipply  good  at  upper  end,  but  soI^etimes  fails  at  lower  end;  cultiva- 
!>n  nearly  coi^tinuous. 

District  No.  14.  Froia  Albuquerque  to  the  mouth  of  the  Puerco; 
uter  supply  precarious;  cultivation  nearly  continuous* 
District  Ko.  15.  From  mouth  of  the  Puerco  to  San  Marcial;  water 
ipply  precarious,  but  helped  by  suminer  floods  fro^l  the  Puerco  and 
Atido;  cultivation  in  patches. 

District  No.  16.  From  San  Marci^  to  old  Fort  Seldon;  water  supply 
anty,  but  better  than  above  on  account  of  local  drainage;  cultiva- 
m  in  patches. 

District  No.  17.  Mesillftr  Valley;  water  supply  scanty,  but  usually 
Mcient  to  mature  crops;  cultivation  continuous. 
I  will  first  describe  these  districts  in  detail,  and  then  discuss  the 
iter  supply  as  a  whole. 
9.  Doc    SI  I 51 


The  altitude  of  the  Espanola  Valley  is  about  5,500  feet  abov 

level,  and  the  climate  is  such  that  peaches,  apples,  and  grapei 

raised.     It  is  surrounded  by  hills.     At  its  lower  end  the  river  ei 

White  Rock  Canon.     The  upper  end  is  watered  by  ditches  t 

I  from  the  main  river,  but  the  central  and  lower  portion  obtain 

supply  from  streams  entering  the  valley  from  its  sides.     These  ar 
Chama  and  Santa  Clara  on  the  west  and  the  Sant>a  Cruz  and  Poja 
I  on  the  east.     The  Chama  furnishes  wat>er  suf&cient  for  some 

,  acres,  while  the  other  streams,  all  of  which  are  small,  scantily  t 

about  3,500  acres. 

In  1598  Chamita  was  founded  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  delta  a 
mouth  of  the  Chama.     Tliey  found  three  Indian  pueblos  in  the 
^     .  ley,  which  they  named  the  San  Juan,  Santa  Clara,  and  San  Ydelf^ 

I    «  The  date  of  their  construction  is  unknown. 

'    *  The  settlement  of  Chamita  was  soon  abandoned,  but  Santa 

\'i  Plaza  was  founded  in  1609,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  has  been  in 

I  ited  continuously  by  Spaniards  and  Mexicans  ever  since,  except 

I  ing  the  interval  between  1680  and  1692. 

t  The  water  supply  of  those  ditches  heading  in  the  Rio  Gran* 

5     '  ample,  their  aggregate  capacity  being  only  some  150  second-feet,  i 

■J  the  minimum  flow  recorded  during  the  irrigation  season  at  the  Em 

4  gauging  station,  situated  at  the  upper  end  of  the  valley,  is  abou 

I  second-feet,  although  the  record  for  September,  1889  and  18911 

9  little  smaller  than  this  amount. 

T  The  Chama  also  furnishes  a  fair  supply  of  water,  although  1 

t  was  a  shortage  in  1896.     This  was  not  of  sufficient  extent,  howev< 

I  injure  crops. 

The  land  depending  upon  the  other  streams  for  water  recei 
very  scanty  supply.  The  San  Ydelfonso  Indians  get  so  little  i 
from  Pojuaque  Creek  that  they  have  extended  the  Hobart  ditch)  t 
from  the  Rio  Grande)  down  to  their  land,  and  will  use  water  fr( 
in  1897.  There  is  a  large  canal  projected  to  leave  the  river  oi 
east  side  about  Embudo  and  cover  all  of  the  land  of  the  valley  ei 
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I  have  made  a  small  reduction  from  the  average  use  of  water  to 
obtain  the  probable  amount  used  in  1889.  Aside  from  that  and  from 
Ae  amount  used  in  1896,  the  use  is  about  constant.  For  all  the  land 
^tered  from  the  Rio  Grande,  4  acre-feet  per  acre  is  assumed.  For 
iose  from  the  side  streams,  varying  amounts  are  assumed,  fully  shown 
m  the  detail  sheets.  The  water  supply  of  this  distnct  need  not  be 
iirther  considered. 

2.  DISTRICT  NO.  13,  UPPER  ALBUQUERQUE. 

Area,  about  880  square  miles. 

Number  of  ditches  listed,  22;  shown  on  one  sheet. 

Aggr^ate  capacity.  311  second-feet. 

Acres  waterea.  8,070. 

On  leaving  White  Rock  Cafion  about  due  west  of  Santa  Fe  the  river 
nte#s  a  long  valley  of  varying  width,  bounded  by  the  low  hills  which 
Drm  the  edge  of  the  mesa  on  either  side.  That  portion  of  this  valley 
'hich  lies  between  the  mouth  of  the  ca&on  and  Albuquerque  I  have 
icluded  in  district  No.  13,  naming  it  Upper  Albuquerque  district. 

The  soil  is  very  fertile,  but  the  land  Ues  low  and  nearly  level  and 
Bs  very  poor  drainage. 

In  district  No.  13  are  four  Indian  pueblos,  viz,  Cochiti,  Santo 
'cmingo,  San  Felipe,  and  Sandia,  which  all  have  ancient  ditches, 
lie  Santa  Anas  also  have  two  ditches  in  this  district,  as  mentioned 
t  the  description  of  the  Jemez  drainage. 

The  Mexicans,  or  Spaniards,  settled  on  the  vacant  land  in  this  dis- 
ict  from  one  hundred  to  three  hundred  years  ago.  While  the  arable 
»d  probably  amounts  to  over  40,000  acres,  only  about  8,000  is  under 
Utivation.  Much  of  the  balance  has  been  tilled  at  some  time  in  the 
fcfit;  but  as  the  land  lies  nearly  level,  and  so  has  little  natural  drain- 
er, as  mentioned  above,  the  lavish  use  of  water  has  filled  it  with 
kali  and  much  of  it  has  been  abandoned,  the  owners  simply  moving 
iek  onto  a  little  higher  ground.  I  could  see  nothing,  however,  to 
ad  me  to  the  belief  that  the  total  acreage  had  raised  materially  in 
i^  past  fifteen  years. 

Before  considering  the  use  of  water  from  the  main  river  below 
Tiite  Rock  Cafion  I  will  describe  the  remaining  districts  and  then 
»Ilate  and  arrange  chronologically  all  the  more  important  informa- 
>n  which  I  collected  concerning  the  water  supply  and  deduce  there- 
om  a  general  scheme  for  estimating  the  amount  of  water  used  since 
«0. 

a  DISTRICT  NO.  14,  LOWER  ALBUQUERQUE. 

^rea,  aboat  940  sqnare  miles. 

N^mnber  of  ditches  listed,  83;  shown  on  two  sheets. 

Aggregate  capacity,  1,108  second-feet. 

^cres  waterea,  17,840. 

District  No.  14  I  have  made  to  cover  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Om  Albuquerque  to  the  mouth  of  the  Puerco,  and  have  named  it 
e  Lower  Albuquerque  district.  The  general  conditions  are  about 
©  same  as  above  Albuquerque,  although  the  valley  is  a  little  wider 
^  than  there.  The  Isleta  Indians  are  the  oldest  inhabitants.  The 
Bricans  came  in  from  one  hundred  to  three  hundred  years  ago,  and 
I  the  settlements  long  antedate  1880.  San  Jose  ditch  No.  2  was 
Ult  in  1888,  but  it  was  the  result  of  a  neighborhood  quarrel,  and 
Vers  land  previously  watered  by  San  Jose  No.  1. 


I 


ten  years  there  has  frequently  been  a  shortage  as  far  north  as  2 
querque. 

4.  DISTRICT  NO.  15,  8000RRO. 


Area,  about  80Q  sqQAi^ 

Number  of  ditches  listed,  16,  shown  op  one  ^l^t. 

Aggregate  caoacity,  300  second-feet. 

Acres  watered,  5,790. 

After  passing  the  mouth  of  the  Pnerco,  the  valley  of  l^e  Rio  Gn 
becomes  narrower  and  the  mesa  bhifls  higher  and  more  ragged, 
trict  No.  15  I  have  made  to  inelnde  what  valley  lan^  there  is  b^t 
the  mouth  of  the  Puerco  and  San  Marcial,  ajid  have  named  ii 
Socorro  district.  The  occupation  of  the  district  as  far  south  as  So 
is  quite  old,  this  place  having  been,  I  am  told,  settled  about  the  i 
time  as  Albuquerque*  Below  Socorro,  however,  the  siettlement  is 
recent,  one  small  ditch  having  been  built  as  lat«  as  1881. 

There  is  probably  not  more  than  20,000  acres  of  arable  land  ii 
whole  distance  of  50  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Puerco  to  San 
cial,  and  of  this  less  than  6,000  acres  is  tilled.  The  evidence 
shrinkage  in  the  area  cultivated  was  here  plain,  and  I  therefore  a 
to  the  1894  acreage  1,200  acres  prior  to  1880,  and  enough  to  mi 
total  of  6,000  acres  in  1880. 

The  water  supply  is  precarious,  but  better  than  in  district  N( 
on  account  of  storm  waters  entering  this  district  from  the  Puenx 
Salado.  These  streams  are  moderately  certain  to  bring  in  a  1 
quantity  of  mud  and  water  at  some  season  of  the  year.  The  lab 
keeping  ditches  clean  is  here  excessive,  and  each  land  owner  is  usm 
a  day's  labor  per  week  for  each  5  or  6  acres  watered 

5.  DISTRICT  NO.  16,  RINCON. 

Area,  abont  600  sqnare  miles. 

Ktmiber  of  ditches  listed,  17.     (Two  of  these  are  abandoned.) 
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uiey  i^de!kiB  nud  f onr-fiftlis  of  the  tillage  in  %\ie  di&tnct  is  ^ound  in 
1.  Inmost  solid  body,  which  is  watered  by  two  large  ditches,  the  Colo- 
ido  an^  Loma  !Padre. 

liiis  country  was  overrun  by  the  Apaches  until  about  1860,  and  no 
)ttlements  were  made  until  1862  or  1863.  Then  part  of  the  small 
pper  valleys  were  occupied,  and  a  few  years  later  the  lower  and  large'r 
nUey  was  settled  and  the  Colorado  ditch  built.  About  1884  some 
Bople  took  up  the  remaining  small  valleys.  In  1892  a  large  number 
I  families  who  had  become  disheartened  by  the  continued  failures 
[  crops  in  the  El  Paso  and  the  lower  end  of  the  Mesilla  valleys  left 
lat  country  and,  moving  into  the  bosque  above  Bincon,  took  out  the 
oma  Padre  ditch,  irrigating  their  first  crop  in  1893.  The  colony  is 
ow  flourishing,  having  raised  a  good  crop  in  1896  from  an  area  of 
bout  d,600  acres,  all  of  which  has  been  reclaimed  from  the  bosque 
1  the  last  four  years. 

The  water  suj^ly  of  district  No.  16  is  rather  precarious,  but  the  irri- 
Btors  are  skillful  and  crops  are  raised  with  a  small  amount  of  water. 

8.  DISTRICT  NO.  17,  MESILLA  VALLEY. 

Axea,  abont  150  mjatae  miles. 

Nmnber  of  ditches  listed,  12  (one  of  these  is  abandoned). 

Aggregate  capacity,  679  eecond-feet. 

Acres  watered  (1896),  27,100. 

The  Mesilla  Valley  extends  from  Old  Fort  Seldon  to  the  pass,  soiptie 

miles  above  El  Paso.  Together  with  the  El  Paso  Valley  below  the 
ttfis,  it  forms  the  most  fertile  area  along  the  whole  river.  The  alti- 
ade  of  the  Mesilla  Valley  is  a  little  under  4,000  feet.  The  climate 
s  warm,  and  ftuit  of  remarkably  fine  flavor  is  raised  in  abundance. 

I  could  not  learn,  however,  that  the  valley  was  settled  at  an  early 
lay.  Dona  Ana  was  in  existence  in  1846,  but  was  then  new.  It  is 
trobable  that  the  Apaches  prevented  earlier  Spanish  or  Mexican 
ecupation. 

The  valley  filled  up  rapidly  after  1846.  In  1865  some  35,000  acres 
rere  in  cultivation.  In  that  year  the  river  made  a  change  of  channel, 
freaking  up  the  ditches,  and  the  acreage  decreased  somewhat.  The 
oar  of  1879  was  one  of  poor  water  supply.  As  a  result  of  this,  the 
leacho  ditch,  watering  some  2,500  acres  west  of  the  river,  about  oppo- 
ite  to  Las  Cruces,  was  abandoned.  A  considerable  area  under  the 
>ona  Ana  ditch  was  also  soon  after  abandoned,  the  land  watered  by 
I;  decreasing  from  7,000  acres  iii  1882  to4,600  acres  in  1888.  All  of  this 
,400  acres  still  remains  idle  except  some  800  acres,  which  a  man  named 
chiller  has  colonized  and  is  irrigating  with  water  pumped  from  wells. 
Ills  area  is  not  included  in  my  estimate  of  acreage. 

In  1884  a  severe  flxi6d  istarted  another  change  of  channel  ne^r  the 
>wer  end  of  the  valley,  and  the  high  waters  of  1885  and  1886  com- 
leted  the  work.  This  change  of  channel  cut  into  several  pieces  La 
nion  ditch,  previously  watering  some  4,000  acres,  and  caused  the 
>mi)orary  abandonment  of  nearly  all  of  the  land.  In  1892  the  people 
K>k  out  a  new  ditch  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  the  old  one  having 
^n  on  the  west  side,  and  are  now  reclaiming  and  cultivating  their 
d  land. 

The  changes  of  acrea^  sinc^  1880  have  been  so  many  in  the  Mesilla 
fiJI^y  tiiat  I  append  to  the  list  of  ditches  for  the  district  a  table 
owing  the  probable  acreage  watered  each  year  since  1880  by  the 
dividual  ditches. 
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TTT   USE  OF  WATER  IN  THE  RIO  GRANDE  VALLEYS. 

The  following  is  a  compilation  of  the  specific  information  1  ha^ 
hand  concerning  the  flow  of  the  Rio  Grande,  with  especial  refer 
to  summer  seasons  of  abnormally  low  water: 

1851.  River  dry  at  Las  Cruces  for  one  month. 

1861.  River  dry  from  Socorro  down  to  and  below  El  Paso. 

There  was  another  year  between  1861  and  1879  when  the  river  was  dry 
1  am  not  able  to  locate  it. 

1879.  At  Del  Norte.    Hi^h  water  in  main  river. 
At  Los  Lnnas.    River  dry  two  weeks. 
At  Picacho.    River  dry;  no  crop  raised. 
At  Socorro.    River  dry  six  weeks. 

At  San  Marcial.    River  dry  six  weeks. 

At  Palomas.    River  dry  six  weeks. 

At  Las  Crucee.    River  dry  from  the  end  of  July  to  the  end  of  October. 

At  La  Union.    River  dry. 

At  El  Paso.    River  dry. 

1880.  At  Del  Norte.    Snrplns;  more  than  needed  for  irrigation. 

1881.  At  Del  Norte.    Snrplns;  more  than  needed  for  irrigation. 

1882.  At  Del  Norte.    Snrplns;  more  than  needed  for  irrigation. 

1883.  At  Del  Norte.    Snrplns;  more  than  needed  for  irrigation. 
At  Palomas.    Snrplns. 

1884.  At  Del  Norte.    Largest  flood  known  to  residents  of  the  valley. 
At  Albnqnerone.    Flood. 

At  Socorro.    Bi^  flood  in  May. 
At  Palomas.    Big  flood  in  May. 
At  Las  Cruces.    Big  flood  in  May. 

1885.  At  Del  Norte.    More  water  than  needed  for  irrigation. 
At  San  Marcial.    Flood. 

At  Palomas.    Flood. 

At  Las  Crnces.    Small  flood. 

1886.  At  Del  Norte.    Heavy  snows  in  valley  in  1885-86;  snrplns. 
At  San  Marcial.    Flood. 

1887.  At  Del  Norte.    Gk>od  average  flow. 

1888.  At  Del  Norte.    Good  average  flow. 

At  Socorro.    Thonght  to  have  been  dry  (?). 

1889.  At  Del  Norte.    Gange  showed  mean  flow. 
At  Embndo.    Summer  flow  aboat  mean  flow. 
At  Las  Cruces.    River  went  dry. 

At  Picacho.  River  went  dry. 
At  Socorro.  River  went  dry. 
At  Palomas.    River  went  dry. 

At  Mesilla.    Very  dry  until  late  fall.  tvv-mh 

At  El  Paso.    River  was  dry  from  August  5  to  the  latter  part  of  Deoeoo 
longest  time  recorded. 

1890.  At  Del  Norte.    Gkiuge  showed  mean  flow. 
At  Embndo.    Gauge  showed  large  flow. 
At  Las  Lnnas.    Had  water  all  summer. 
At  Socorro.    Thought  to  have  been  dry  (?). 
At  Palomas.    A  good  amount  of  water. 

At  Mesilla.    All  the  water  needed. 

At  El  Paso.    Summer  flow  large,  shown  by  gangings. 

1891.  At  Del  Norte.    Gauge  showed  mean  flow. 

At  Embndo.    Gauge  showed  largest  smnmer  flow  recorded. 

At  Las  Lnnas.    Had  water  all  sunmier. 

At  Socorro.    Thought  to  have  been  dry  (?). 

At  San  Marcial.    Water  all  sunmier. 

At  Palomas.    Dry  a  short  time  (?) . 

At  Mesilla.    Had  all  the  water  needed. 

At  El  Paso.    Summer  flow  very  large. 

1892.  At  Del  Norte.    Sunmier  flow  small. 

At  Embndo.    Gauge  showed  summer  flow  to  be  above  mean. 

At  Las  Lnnas.    River  was  dry  July  1  to  September  20.    No  flood  ii 

spring. 
At  Socorro.    Thought  to  have  been  dry. 
AtSorocco.    Dry  SIX  weeks  (?).    High  water  in  spring  (?). 
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At  San  Marcial.    River  was  dry. 
At  Palomas.    River  was  dry  a  long  time. 
At  Mesilla.    Had  all  the  water  needed  (?). 

At  El  Paso.    Gauge  showed  dry  from  early  in  Angnst  nntU  fall. 
^  At  Del  Norte.    Gauge  showed  summer  flow  small. 
At  Embudo.    Gauge  showed  summer  flow  a  litlde  below  mean. 
At  Las  Lunas.    Had  waterable  summer,  but  there  was  no  spring  flood* 

At  Socorro.    Had  waterable  summer. 

At  Socorro.    Dry  six  weeks  (?). 

At  San  Marcial.    River  dry  until  September  or  October  (?). 

At  Palomas.    A  good  deal  of  storm  water,  but  normal  flow  small. 

AtCk)iorado  (above  Rincon).    Somewhat  short  of  water. 

At  Mesilla.    Said  to  have  been  the  poorest  water  supply  for  six  vears. 

At  £1  Paso.    River  was  probably  dry  in  June,  then  a  flood,  ana  no  record 
beyond  that  time. 
H  At  Del  Norte.    Gauge  showed  smallest  summer  flow  recorded  (smaller  thaki 
1896). 

At  Albuquerque.    River  was  dry  during  July. 

At  Las  Lunas.    River  was  dry  June  24  to  August  10. 

At  Sabinal.    River  was  dry  June  22  to  July  22. 

At  Picacho.    River  was  dry  one  month. 

At  Socorro.    River  was  dry. 

At  San  Marcial.     River  was  drv  June  to  November.  (?) 

At  Palomas.    River  was  dry  a  long  time. 

At  Colorado.    Short  of  water. 

At  Las  Cruces.    Waterable  the  season.  (?) 
At  Mesilla.    River  did  not  go  quite  drv. 
At  Chamberino.    Short  of  water,  but  fair  crop. 
At  El  Paso.    No  gauge  record;  river  waa  dry  m  July. 
^'  At  Del  Norte.    Gauge  showed  summer  flow  a  little  above  the  mean. 
At  Del  Norte.    Gauge  showed  summer  flow  about  mean. 
At  Albuquerque,  river  was  dry  through  July.(?) 
At  Las  Lunas,  had  water  all  summer,  but  no  flood  in  spring. 
At  Sabinal.    River  was  not  dry. 
At  Picacho.    River  was  not  dry. 
At  Socorro.    River  was  nearly  dry. 
At  Socorro '    River  was  dry  two  weeks  in  June. 
At  San  Marcial.    River  was  dry  a  few  days. 
At  Palomas.    River  was  not  dry.  , 

At  Ck)lorado.    Gkwd  supply  of  water. 
At  Las  Crucee.    River  went  dry  last  of  June  and  then  the  supply  was  pre- 

Carious. 
At  Mesilla.    River  was  dry  six  weeks. 
At  Chamberino.    Water  enough  to  make  a  good  crop. 
At  El  Paso.    No  gauge  record  that  can  be  used. 

v^^  Norte.    Gauge  showed  summer  flow  small;  said  by  old  residents  to 
.  ^  the  driest  year  ever  known, 
^t  Embudo.    Gauge  showed  very  small  flow. 
At  Pena  Blanca.    River  lowest  ever  known, 
"^t  Albuquerque.    River  was  dry  June  20  to  September  19. 
At  Las  Lunas.    River  was  dry  June  18  to  July  20;  a  small  flow  July  20  to 

Axigust  6.    Dry  August  5  to  September  20. 
At  Sabinal.    River  went  dry  June  15,  and  was  still  dry  October  3;  weeds 

growing  clear  across  the  channel. 
At  Picacho.    River  went  dry  June  10,  and  was  still  dry  October  3. 
At  San  Marcial.    River  was  dry  from  early  June  to  latter  part  of  August; 

then  there  was  a  little  water. 
At  Mitchell's  Ranch.    River  was  dry  June  14  to  July  6;  then  very  small  flow. 
At  Palomas.    River  was  nearly  dry  June  1 ;  entirely  dry  June  15  to  Sep- 
tember, then  up  and  down.     (There  is  a  rock  reef  across  the  river  near 

here  which  forces  to  the  surface  the  seep  water  moving  in  the  sands  of  the 

river,  the  minimum  flow  here  is  6  second-feet. ) 
At  Loma  Padre.    River  was  dry  two  weeks  in  July,  but  then  there  was 

water  from  rains. 
At  Colorado.    Short  of  water. 

At  Las  Cruces.    River  was  dry  June  10  to  July  1,  then  water  in  spurts. 
At  Mesilla.    River  was  dry  June  4  to  July  21,  then  precarious. 
At  San  Miguel.    River  was  dry  June  1  to  July  25;  water  July  27  to 

August  4. 
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At  San  Miguel.    Biver  was  dry  Angtist  4  to  l^ptember  1 ,  then  wate^. 
San  Migael  notes  are  accurate,  being  taken  from  a  record.) 
1896.  At  Cliamberino.    Biver  was  dry  May  2"^  to  August  1;  there  was  watet 
third  of  August. 
At  Ghamberino.    Biveir  was  dry  September  1  to  September  20,  then  ^ 

short  crop. 
At  El  Paso.    Gauge  record  shows  very  low  water  after  May  1,  and  < 
follows:  May  26  to  July  2,  July  7  to  July  17,  August  28  to  Septen 
and  September  7  to  September  22.    The  flow  between  these  dati 
small. 
General.  Believed  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  that  omitting  1896,  the  dry  yea 
1884,  the  flood  year,  the  other  years  average  up,  and  as  much  watt 
comes  from  the  mountains  as  ever.    But  owing  to  the  destrad 
timber  both  by  fire  and  sawmill  men,  the  snows  melt  earlier 
spring  and  run  off  more  quickly,  and  so  the  flood  comes  sooni 
does  not  last  as  long  as  formerly. 
At  Embudo:  The  summer  flow  since  1889  or  1890  is  estimated  to  be 

one-half  that  of  former  years. 
At  San  Felipe,  above  Albuquerque.    There  is  always  plenty  of  wi 

here,  but  it  begins  to  fail  below. 
At  Albuquerque.    Said  to  have  always  been  a  '  *  big  river  ^  aH  st 

prior  to  1884.  (?) 
At  Pena  Blanca.    Believed  to  be  only  one- third  as  much  water  i 

formerly. 
At  Picacho.    There  was  a  dry  year  between  1879  and  1889. 
At  Palomas.    There  was  a  dry  year  between  1879  and  1889. 
At  Dona  and  Las  Cruces.    The  water  began  to  fail  in  1884  or  1885. 
was  the  summer  flow,  not  spring.) 

Yon  will  notice  many  conflicts  in  this  testimony.  I  have  rrn 
the  more  uncertain  with  a  question  point.  But  I  thought  it  b 
give  yon  all  the  evidence  I  have,  so  yon  may  be  able  to  wei 
yourself.  Of  course,  the  personality  of  the  informants  enters  la 
into  a  consideration  of  the  testimony.  I  have  borne  this  in  mi 
my  study  of  it. 

From  this  data,  supplemented  by  a  personal  knowledge  c 
country  covering  the  last  seven  years,  and  by  a  study  of  the  mi 
rainfall  records  available,  I  have  made  up  the  following  allowan 
water  per  acre  for  the  different  years  on  irrigated  land  along  the 
between  White  Rock  Cailon  and  El  Paso: 

Prior  to  1880.  Allow  4  acre-fieet  per  acre.    This  is  to  represent  an  average  i 

ordinary  years.    In  1879  less  than  this  was  used. 

1880.  Allow  4  acre-feet  per  aCTe. 

1881.  Allow  4  acre-feet  per  acre. 

1882.  Allow  4  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Albuanerque. 
Allow  3  acre-feet  per  acre  to  San  Marc&l. 
Allow  2.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  La  Union. 

1888-1886.  Allow  4  acre-feet  per  acre. 

1887.  Allow  4  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Hunnings  Ditch  at  Las  Lunas. 
AUow  3  acre-feet  per  acre  to  La  Union. 

1888.  Allow  4  acre- feet  per  acre  to  Albuouerque. 
AUow  8  acre-feet  per  acre  to  San  Marcul. 
Allow  2^5  aore-feet  per  acre  to  La  Union. 

1889.  AUow  4  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Bernalillo. 
AUow  8  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Albuquerque. 

AUow  2.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Hunnings  Ditch  (No.  55). 
Allow  2  aOTe-feet  per  acre  to  Jari^es  Ditch  (No.  65). 
Allow  1.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  mouth  of  Paeitx>. 
Allow  2  acre-feet  per  acre  to  La  Uhion. 

1890.  AUow  4  aore-feet  per  acre  to  San  Marcial. 
Allow  3  acre-feet  per  acre  to  La  Union. 

1891.  AUow  4  acre-feet  per  acre  to  San  Marcial. 
AUow  3  acre-feet  per  acre  to  La  Union. 

1892.  Allow  4  acre-feet  per  acre  to  BemaliUo. 

AUow  3  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Hunning's  ditch  (No.  55). 
Allow  2.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  mouth  of  Puerco. 
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Allow  3  acre-feet  per  acfre  to  Socorro. 

Allow  2.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  La  Union. 
M.  An<rl7  4  acre^feet  per  acre  to  LemHa  ditch  (No.  77). 

Afiow  8  acne^eeft  per  acre  to  San  Marcial. 

Allow  2.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Loma  Padre  ditch  (No.  108). 

Allow  2  acre-feet  per  acre  to  La  Union. 
894.  Allow  4  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Bernalillo. 

Allow  8  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Hunning^s  ditch  (No.  55). 

Allow  2.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  mo^th  of  Piherco. 

Allow  3  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Socorro. 

Allow  2.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  La  Union, 
ns.  Allow  4  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Hnnning^s  ditch  (No.  55). 

Allow  3  acre- feet  per  acre  to  Colorado  ditch  (No.  104). 

Allow  2.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  La  Union. 
ML  Allow  4  acre-feet  per  aci^  to  Santo  Domingo  lower  (No.  24). 

Allow  3  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Bernalillo, 

Allow  2.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Albnqnerqtie. 

Allow  2  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Hnnning*B  mtch  (No.  55). 

Allow  1.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Jarales  ditch  (No.  65). 

Allow  1  acre-foot  per  acre  to  month  of  Pnerco. 

Allow  2.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Lemitar  (No.  77). 

AHow  2  acre-feet  per  acre  to  Loma  Padre  (^No.  103). 

Allow  1.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  lower  end  district  16  (No  106). 

Allow  2.5  acre-feet  per  acre  for  Dona  Ana,  Las  Cmces,  and  MesiUa. 

AHow  2  acre-feet  per  acre  to  La  Mesa  ditch  (No.  114). 

Allow  1.5  acre-feet  per  acre  to  La  Union. 

In  all  cases  the  ditch  named  is  given  the  amount  mention^  as  tised 
ibove  it. 

You  wOl  notice  that  the  evidence  concerning  flow  indicates  a  dty 
^ear  between  1879  and  1889.  As  the  rainfall  for  1882iwa8  light,  I 
lave  assumed  it  to  be  the  year  of  shortage.  It  was  either  1881  or  1882, 
aid  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  was  the  latter. 

From  these  estimates  the  detail  sheets  for  districts  12  to  17,  inclu- 
ive,  are  filled  in  for  1894,  1895,  and  1896  and  the  summary  for  New 
fexico  for  the  previous  years. 

I  wish  here  to  call  your  attention  again  to  the  fact  that  the  amount 
I  water  I  have  estimated  as  used  each  year  is  not  supposed  to  be  all 
iCtuaUy  applied  to  the  beneficial  irrigation  of  a  growing  crop,  but  it 
8  intended  to  show  the  approximate  amount  diverted  by  the  ditches 
aid  lost  to  the  drainage,  being  either  dissipated  by  evaporation  or  by 
ranspiration  through  the  growing  crops,  or  held  in  the  soil  but  not 
[nicUy  returned  to  the  drainage. 

You  will  notice  that  the  capacity  of  many  of  the  ditches  listed  is 
nfficient  to  carry  malny  times  the  amount  of  water  charged  to  th^m. 
V)r  instance,  Rio  Gran^fe  ditch  No.  53,  hamed  Los  Lentes,  has  a  capacity 
f  40  second-feet  or  80  acre-feet  per  day,  while  the  maximum  charged 
gainst  it  is  2,4(X)  acre-feet,  or  but  thirty  days'  rtin  of  its  full  capacity. 
D  a  year  of  plenty  this  ditch  may  carrv  water  for  over  twy>  hundred 
ays,  but  a  large  part  of  its  flow  will  tail  directly  into  l^e  river  or  into 
lower  ditch  and  eventually  into  the  river.  Another  large  pArt  futt^s 
cross  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  so  goes  back,  while  only  a  small 
ortion  of  the  water  taken  from  the  river  is  actually  put  to  a  ben^fi* 
ial  use. 

As  before  stated,  I  recdgHized  this  ^hdition  early  in  the  investiga- 
on  and  so  resorted  to  collecting  statistics  as  to  acreage  watered, 
udying  at  the  same  time  the  hiethods  of  irrigation  employed,  with 
view  of  determining  a  maximum  amount  of  water  that  it  was  likely 
ns  used  per  acre.  The  result  Of  my  study  is  the  assumptioii  of  4 
Te-feet  per  acre. 


tant  town,  and  records  are  in  existence  over  two  hundred  and  e 
years  old  which  refer  to  the  Acequia  Madre  of  Paso  del  Nor 
being  then  in  use. 

Owing  to  the  limited  time  at  our  disposal,  and  also  to  the  fact 
the  use  of  water  which  had  supposedly  injured  this  valley  was « 
course,  above  it,  we  did  not  extend  our  detailed  examination  bel 
Paso.  From  all  I  could  learn,  however,  from  old  inhabitants,  I  si 
judge  that  in  former  years  spme  40,000  acres  of  land  were  till 
this  valley,  more  than  half  of  which  was  on  the  Mexican  side  o 
river.  This  was  watered  by  numerous  ditches  believed  to  hav< 
an  aggregate  capacity  of  some  500  second-feet.  This  valley  has 
been  noted  for  the  fine  quality  of  its  fruit.  The  mission  grape 
grows  to  perfection,  while  fine  peaches  are  also  raised. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  five  or  six  ditches  on  the  Me: 
side,  with  an  aggregate  capacity  of  200  second-feet  or  more.  0 
United  States  side  there  are  a  larger  number  of  ditches,  but  all  e: 
the  El  Paso  Canal  are  of  small  capacity.  The  £1  Paso  Gana 
built  in  1888,  with  a  claimed  capaci^  of  400  second-feet.  In  its 
ent  condition  its  carrying  capacity  is  not  likely  to  exceed  150  8» 
feet.  I  am  unable  to  give  you  an  estimate  as  to  the  acreage 
cultivated  in  this  valley,  but  can  safely  say  that  it  is  conside 
less  than  the  amount  formerly  tilled — at  least  so  far  as  the  uppe 
of  the  valley  is  concerned.  The  water  supply  has  become  preca 
and  many  farms  have  been  abandoned,  while  crops  have  been 
on  those  still  cultivated. 

It  is  in  the  El  Paso  Valley  that  damage  to  the  residents  of  M 
is  claimed  from  the  diversion  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  i 
United  States.  While,  for  reasons  which  I  will  state  farther  ( 
this  report,  I  believe  that  this  claim  is  well  founded,  I  can  not 
you  even  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  damage  < 
nor  do  I  consider  it  to  be  within  the  scope  of  this  paper  to  take  u 
subject.  I  will  say,  however,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
have  suffered  to  the  same  extent  as  their  Mexican  neighbors  and 
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N.  Mex.,  and  El  Paso,  Tex.,  and  a  record  of  the  height  of  water  in 
the  river  at  each  place  has  been  kept  for  a  i)ortion  of  the  time  since, 
while  attempts  have  been  made  to  obtain  records  at  other  points  on 
llie  main  river,  but  so  far  without  any  trustworthy  results. 

On  four  sheets  of  the  tables  (see  table  of  contents  for  the  numbers 
thereof)  I  have  arranged  the  records  of  these  three  stations  and  also 
that  of  another  station  established  in  1895  at  the  upper  end  of  White 
Kock  Ca&on  and  named  Rio  Grande.  It  is  an  important  station, 
although  the  record  is  now  too  short  to  be  of  much  value. 

In  tabulating  these  records  I  have  divided  them  into  two  portions, 

which  I  have  called,  respectively,  summer  and  winter  flow,  the  first 

covering  April  to  September  and  tlie  second  October  to  March.     While 

the  irrigation  season  in  the  San  Luis  begins  after  the  middle  of  April 

^nd  ends  early  in  September,  and  while  lower  down  the  river  it  begins 

:iiinch  earlier  and  ends  later,  I  thought  that  the  above  division  would 

^t  all  the  conditions  fairly  well,  and  it  would  be  safe  to  assume  that 

tte  summer  flow  was  all  available  for  irrigation  except  in  time  of  flood, 

^rhen  much  must  necessarily  run  to  waste,  but  that  the  winter  flow 

vras  all,  or  nearly  all,  unavailable  and  unused  for  irrigation. 

In  order  that  the  record  of  a  gauging  station  may  be  of  value,  the 
oross  section  of  the  station  should  be  moderately  permanent,  not 
sJianging  by  scouring  out  in  sudden  rises  and  filling  up  on  a  falling 
river,  the  channel  of  the  river  must  be  straight  for  some  distance 
^bove  the  station,  and  enough  actual  meter  gaugings  of  the  stream 
txiust  be  had,  taken  at  the  various  stages  between  extreme  high  and 
Low  water,  to  render  it  possible  to  make  a  rating  table  showing  the 
ftanount  of  water  corresponding  to  a  given  reading  on  the  gauge.  As 
'Jhe  cross  section,  unless  in  solid  rock,  will  be  subject  to  change,  a  new 
"^ting  table  must  be  made  from  time  to  time. 

1.  aAUGINQ  STATION  AT  DEL  NORTE,  COLO. 

The  Del  Norte  gauging  station  is  located  some  3  miles  above  the 
<3iwn  of  Del  Norte  and  is  above  the  head-gates  of  all  the  large  canals. 
t;  is  said  to  be  a  good  station,  the  cross  section  being  quite  permanent 
^Xid  the  channel  straight,  so  that  the  flow  of  water  through  the  station 
^  uniform.  A  large  number  of  gaugings  were  made  here  in  1889  and 
^90,  and  the  records  for  those  years  are  reliable.  But  one  gauging 
«"M  made  in  1891,  one  in  1892,  and  none  in  1893,  while  in  1894  but 
^^0  were  made,  both  in  a  small  river.  The  records  for  these  years 
••^^  therefore  not  trustworthy  as  far  as  deduced  actual  flow  is  con- 
'^Tned.  The  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Survey  gives,  on  page 
'*4  of  Part  III,  the  flow  up  to  and  including  1892  and  computes  the 
^nual  run-off,  both  to  an  exactness  hardly  justified  by  the  conditions. 
^or  1893,  1894,  and  1895  the  survey  publishes  gauge  readings  only, 
'•^id  these,  as  well  as  the  record  for  1896  up  to  October  1,  I  have 
'Educed  to  second-feet  of  flow  and  acre-feet  of  run-off  by  an  approxi- 
mate rating  table  which  I  made  up  from  the  few  gaugings  made  since 
^52  of  which  I  have  a  record.  This  rating  table  and  the  gaugings 
^^  which  it  is  based  is  given  in  the  tables. 

It  is  likely  that  the  run-off  shown  in  the  table  is,  taken  as  a  whole, 
Vithin  20  per  cent  of  the  actual  amount  which  has  passed  Del  Norte 
^Xice  October,  1889,  and  possibly  within  10  per  cent. 

You  will  notice  that  the  summer  flow  largely  exceeds  the  winter 
'ow,  but  that  the  latter  is  much  more  constant  than  the  former,  and 
Uat  the  summer  flow  varies  from  a  minimum  of  330,000  acT^-i^^\>^ 


but  I  should  judge  that  the  current  must  then  vary  greatly  in 
ent  portions  of  the  cross  section.  The  record  is  not  compl 
gauge  readings  ha\ang  been  taken  for  a  greater  portion  ol 
Numerous  gaugings  were  rtade  here  !n  1889  and  1800,  and  also  i 
and  1896.  These  show  some  change  between  the  two  sets  oi 
ings,  but  not  an  excessive  amount;  and  it  is  likely  that  the  totj 
p.  86)  for  this  station  are  within  20  per  cent  of  actual  amount 
ing  it. 

You  will  notice  a  greater  variation  in  the  summer  flow  of  the 
ent  years  here  than  at  Del  Norte,  the  minimum  recorded  bein 
of  1896,  when  275,000  acre-feet  passed,  although  1894  probably 
have  shown  a  smaller  total  flow,  while  the  maximum  is  for  1891 
over  1,000,000  acre-feet  is  supposed  to  have  passed. 

8.  GACGING  STATION  AT  RIO  GBANDE,  N.  MEX. 

The  Rio  Grande  station,  situated  in  the  upper  end  of  White 
CaSon,  is  said  to  be  the  best  station  on  the  river.  I  have  neve 
it.  This  will  become  an  important  station  if  the  water  rights 
river  below  the  Cafion  are  ever  adjudicated,  as  it  will  form  th< 
for  distributing  the  water  of  the  river  the  same  as  Del  Norte  no 
for  district  No.  20,  of  Colorado.  The  rating  table  used  for  this  s 
is  approximate  only.  It  is  based  on  some  ten  or  twelve  gai 
which  cover  the  range  of  the  river  from  high  to  low  water.  The; 
all  been  made  by  Mr.  P.  E.  Harroun,  of  Santa  Fe,  who  establish 
station. 

You  will  notice  that  th6  record  for  summer  flow  is  here  some 
cent  more  than  at  Embudo,  only  35  miles  above  it.  This  ad 
is  supposed  to  come  from  the  streams  entering  the  Espanola  'V 
of  which  the  Chama  delivers  the  major  portion  of  the  water,  bn 
be  partly  due  to  errors  in  the  two  rating  tables,  the  Embud 
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the  gauging  station  was  established  thi^  dam  was  raised  about 
t,  so  changing  the  readings  on  the  gauge, 
e  cross  section  at  the  station  was  such,  being  alluvial  deposit, 

it  was  subject  to  constant  change,  and  only  by  a  series  oi  sys- 
.tic  measurements,  carried  through  each  rise  and  fall  of  the  river, 
1  a  rating  table  be  made  up  and  corrected  for  each  change  of  cross 
on  which  woul4  give  a  volume  of  flow  approximating  at  all  closely 
e  water  actually  passing  the  station.  This  was  done  for  1889, 
I  think  for  a  iwrtion  at  least  of  1890,  and  the  records  for  those 
^^ears  are  reliable. 

Lt  while  the  gauging  station  was  abandoned  some  time  in  1890,  so 
IS  taking  meter  measurements  was  concerned,  the  readings  on 
^uge  were  still  recorded,  and  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Report, 
re  referred  to,  gives,  on  page  94  of  Part  III,  the  flow  in  second- 
for  this  station  for  each  month  between  1890  and  the  dry  river 
^2,  carried  to  a  degree  of  precision  hardly  justified  by  the  con- 
ns obtaining  a,%  the  station.  In  a  bulletin  issued  to  cover  the 
;  of  the  hydxographers  for  1893  and  1894,  gauge  readings  are  pub- 
d  for  this  station,  and  also  a  rating  table,  which  is  based,  I  sup- 
f  on  the  meter  gaugings  of  1889  and  1890.  While  in  the  absence 
ly  other  information  I  have  reduced  the  gauge  readings  by  this 
ig  table,  I  do  not  think  that  the  results  are  at  all  reliable,  and 
should  be  borne  in  mii^d  i^.  any  9tudy  of  them.  As  the  change, 
jver,  occurring  most  quickly  is  a  sudden  scour  caused  by  a  rising 
',  when  m,uch  more  water  will  pass  th§.  station  t^an.  tjhe  gauge 
ing  would  indicate,  it  is  likely  that  fully  as  much  water  passed 
(tation  as  is  indicated  by  the  gauge  readings  except  in,  time  of 
srater.  At  that  time  the  raising  of  the  Mexican  dam  in  1891  is 
y  to  so  affect  the  gauge  readings  as  to  n^ake  them  indicate  more 
r  passing  than  was  actually  doing  so.  As  a  mistake,  however, 
,000  second-feet  in  a  flood  for  a  day  would  balance  one  of  100 
id:feet  in  low  water  for  ten  days  (the  flood  being  underestimated 
the  low-water  flood  overestimated),  it  is  still  likely  that  the  run- 
iven  in  the  table  on  page  86  is  under  rather  than  over  the  true 
mt. 

lis  station  was  abandoned  in  June,  1893,  and  no  attempt  at  a  rec- 
ras  made  until  January,  1895,  when  a  new;  station  was  established 
B  pumphousip  belonging  to  the  smelter  some  3  miles  above  El 
.  This  moved  the  gauge  about  a  mile  upstream,  thus  removing 
>m  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  Mexican  dam,  but  in  other 
3cts  th^  choice  of  location  was  an  unfortunate  one.  A  rock  point 
into  the  river  on  the  east  side,  against  \^hich  the  water  strikes 
rebounds,  forming  cross  currents  and  eddies.     There  is  a  large 

in  ttie  middle  of  the  channel  just  abov^  the  gauging  station, 
water  pours  oyer  this  in  high  water,  but  ruus  ai^ound  it  in  low 
r.  As  a  result  the  bottom  of  the  gauging  cross  section  scours  out 
fills  up  with  great  rapidity  and  through  a  large  range  of  depth,  a 
rence  of  14  feet  of  water  having  been  observed  with  only  a  differ- 
8  feet  on.  the  gauge. 

hile-  this  station  was  established  nearly  two  years  ago,  but  ten  or 
ye  meter  measurements  have  been  made,  all  but  one  being  dur- 
iow  water.  The  largest  measured  flow  ia  about  1,000  second-feet 
lore.  During  October,  1896,  a  sudden  flood  came  down  the  river, 
le  Ibarrola  tcK)k  daily  measurements  of,  it,  and  these  showed  that 
l&aximum  was  reached  on  October  19,  when  5,900  second-feet  \v«^ 
tug,  there  being  4,000  the  preceding  day.  The  reaAiu^  oix  \\v^ 
8.  Doc  22» 7 
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gauge,  however,  showed  an  average  of  the  same  height  for  the  two 
days  and  an  extreme  range  between  the  two  days  of  only  0.4  foot.  So 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  any  reliable  estimate  of  the  flow 
through  this  station  for  1895  and  1896,  hence  the  table  stops  \*1th  1893. 
The  records  of  these  stations  are  here  consolidated  for  convenience 
in  comparison,  all  in  acre-feet,  to  nearest  thousand : 


Time. 


May  to  September,  1889  (5  months) . . 
April  to  September,  1888  (6  monthB) . 

^Hnter,  l88»-90 

Summer,  1890 

Winter,  1890-01 

Summer,  1891 

Winter,  1891-92 

Summer,  1892 

Winter,  1882-98 

Summer,  1893 

Winter,  1893-94 

Summer,  1894 , 

Winter,  1894-96 

Summer,  1896 

Winter,  1886-96 

Summer,  1896 


Del 
Norte. 


Embudo. 


16^J,000 
706,000 
906,000 
714,000 
151,000 
444,000 
296,000 
453,000 
293,000 
332,000 
207,000 
645,000 
829,000 
369.000 


578,000 

ira,ooo 

860.000 
239,000 
1,046,000 
315,000 
725,000 
147,000 
484.000 
168,000 


Rio 
Qrande. 


f- 


178,000 
687,000 
228,000 
275,000 


ElPawL 


an.  (MX 


863,000 

213,(100 
l,6n.(KR 
298,000 
847.0n) 
29.(01 
SO.  000 


1,113.000 
316,000 
488,000 


XXn.  SUGGESTIONS. 

This  places  before  you  the  data  available  on  which  to  base  an 
answer  to  the  two  questions  raised 'by  Mr.  Romero  and  Mr.  Olney, 
and  I  will  now  give  you  my  suggestions  thereon,  in  accordance  with 
your  instructions : 

First.  Taking  up  the  consideration  of  the  summary  for  New  Mexi(^o, 
you  will  notice  the  following:  Prior  to  1880  there  were  183,000  acres 
watered  by  553  ditches,  having  a  total  capacity  of  5,600  second-feet 
While  the  number  of  ditches  increased  to  573,  adding,  however,  50 
second-feet  to  the  capacity,  this  area  slowly  decreased  to  180,000  acres , 
watered  in  1884.  Then  it  suddenly  fell  to  173,(X)0  acres  in  1885,  this ; 
fall  being  due  to  three  ditches,  with  an  aggregate  capacity  of  130  sec- 
ond-feet, being  washed  out  and  entirely  abandoned,  while  others  were 
badly  injured  by  the  great  flood  of  1884.  The  area  cultivated  remained 
practically  constant  until  1889,  although  some  18  new  ditches,  with  I 
an  aggregate  capacity  of  120  second-feet,  were  built  in  the  interim,  i 
In  1890  the  acreage  commenced  to  increase,  and  in  1895  it  reached  a  J 
total  of  187,000  acres,  the  same  amount  being  watered  in  1896.  It  is  J 
likely  that  a  slightly  increased  area  will  be  watered  in  1897.  ^ 

The  total  number  of  ditches  in  use  in  1896  wa«  603,  with  an  aggre-  ^ 
gate  carrying  capacity  of  6,060  second-feet,  or  an  increase  over  1879  of 
50  ditches  carrying  450  second-feet  of  water.  These  tables  show,  how- 
ever, that  while  the  number  and  aggregate  capacity  of  the  New  Mexico 
ditches  has  increased  nearly  10^  per  cent  since  1879,  the  acreage  has 
increased  but  2  per  cent  since  that  year,  falling  in  the  interval  between 
1879  and  1896  to  a  minimum  area,  which  was  nearly  6  per  cent  below  1 
that  of  1879. 

An  examination  of  the  detail  sheets  for  New  Mexico  districts  will  , 
disclose  the  fact  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  irrigation  is  ancient. 
Over  75  per  cent  of  it  dates  back  to  1860,  while  20  or  30  per  cent  is  of  | 
unknown  age,  but  over  100  years  old.     The  different  tribes  of  Pueblo  ] 
Indians  now  cultivate  about  20,000  acres  in  the  Rio  Grande  drainage.   \ 

In  view  of  these  statAaWc^,  \  v? owW  ^\3i«^^«.t  that  the  injury  claimed 


DISTRIBUTION   OF   WATERS   OF   THE    RIO   GRANDE.  99 

to  have  t)een  done  to  the  El  Paso  Valley  by  recent  diversions  of  the 

waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  has  not  come  from  an  increased  use  of  water 

in  New  Mexico. 

Second.  Taking  up  the  consideration  of  the  summary  for  Colorado 
and  referring  also  to  the  detail  sheets  of  each  district,  you  will  observe 
the  following: 

The  earliest  settlement  in  the  San  Luis  Valley,  judging  from  the 
date  of  the  decree,  was  made  in  1*852.  In  1870  the  settlements  had 
increased  until  there  were  some  147  ditches  in  use,  with  an  aggregate 
capacity  of  about  1,300  second-feet,  and  these  watered  50,000  acres 
of  land. 

In  1879  the  use  of  w^aterhad  there  extended  to  the  irrigation  of  122,000 
acres,  served  by  571  ditches,  with  a  probable  aggregate  capacity  of 
5,500  second-feet  and  which  were  'afterwards  granted  decrees  which 
imounted  to  3,700  second-feet. 

This  area,  together  with  the  number  of  ditches  and  the  total  carry- 
ng  capacity  thereof,  increased  steadily  up  to  1890,  when  ditch  con- 
rtruction  stopped,  although  some  were  afterwards  enlarged.  Then 
•he  total  number  of  ditches  had  reached  925,  with  a  capacity  of  about 
>,500  second-feet  (afterwards  increased  to  about  10,000  second-feet) 
md  decrees  amounting  to  11,700  second-feet.  In  1890  these  ditches 
«rved  over  300,000  acres,  the  acreage  having  increased  at  a  moder- 
ately uniform  rate  from  1879.  The  next  two  years  saw  a  large  increase, 
»ver  350,000  acres  being  watered  in  1891  and  nearly  400,000  in  1892. 
The  latter  was  the  year  of  maximum  acreage,  the  amount  falling  back 
D  350,000  acres  in  1893  and  340,000  acres  in  1894.  In  1896  there  were 
25  ditches  in  use,  with  a  total  capacity  of  10,000  second-feet  or  more, 
77  of  these  having  decrees  aggregating  over  12,200  second-feet,  and 
hey  served  320,000  acres  of  land.  The  short  water  supply  of  1896  cut 
own  the  area  watered  in  1896,  so  that  the  area  of  1894  (viz,  340,000), 
""hich  was  also  the  area  of  1895,  is  probably  the  normal  amount  for 
ae  valley.  It  is  likely  to  become  greater  rather  than  less  from  year 
>  year,  although  no  new  ditches  will  be  built,  nor  will  there  be  any 
reat  increase  of  acreage  served  directly  with  water,  because  all  of 
^e  supply  available  for  direct  irrigation  is  now  in  use.  The  con- 
I'Xuction  of  reservoirs,  a  subject  taken  up  later  on,  may  some  time 
3d  water  enough  to  the  direct  supply  to  serve  some  30,000  acres,  and 
•^at  amount  may  in  the  future  be  added  to  the  area  now  tilled. 

These  totals  show  a  permanent  increase  of  about  220,000  acres  over 
^79,  or  an  increase  of  nearly  200  per  cent  in  the  area  under  cultiva- 
c>n,  and  nearly  that  increase  in  the  use  of  water  in  Colorado  since 
^  79.  This  result  is  deduced  in  acres  of  land  rather  than  in  acre-feet 
*  water,  because  the  amount  of  water  varies  so  greatly  in  different 
^rs  on  the  same  area  of  land  that  it  is  misleading  to  quote  acre-feet 
ithout  an  accompanying  study  of  the  special  conditions  obtaining 
^«  year  when  the  amount  quoted  was  used.  Later  on  I  will  analyze 
Ore  fully  the  effect  of  this  increased  use  of  water.  Here  I  would 
■|?gest  that  this  general  proposition  is  established  by  a  study  of  the 
^lorado  statistics,  viz: 

Ihe  El  Paso  Valley,  as  well  as  the  valleys  on  the  river,  as  far  north 
^  iNew  Mexico  as  Albuquerque,  have  suffered  from  the  increased  use 

water  in  Colorado. 
*3Tiird.  Taking  up  the  consideration  of  the  flow  of  the  river,  before 
^d  since  the  construction  of  the  Colorado  ditches. 
iTiere  are  no  gauge  records  of  flow  which  antedate  the  e>Tv^  ol  W\^ 
^^istmction  period  in  Colorado.     Reference  to  Sectioii  XlX  V\\\  ^vv^^ 


than  ever  before,  the  flow,  which  Jiad  been  small  aE  winter,  o( 
May  26;  but  the  copious  summer  rains  pn  the  New  Mexicadn 
of  the  river  sent  down  water  in  July,  and  its  flow  was  interm 
after  that  date. 

C.  That  floods  are  not  so  frequent  as  in  former  years,  th 
destructive  one  occurring  ii^  1884.  There  was  a  smi^l'  one  in 
but  it  was  not  so  large  as  was  that  of  1884. 

There  are  so  many  different  climatic  conditions  obtaining  i 
various  sections  of  so  large  an  area  as  the  one  under  considei 
that  it  is  difficult  to  draw  general  conclusions  from  a  study  of 
conditions.  In  1889,  for  instance,  the  records  show  a  large  vola 
water  iu  the  river  at  Del  Norte  and  the  channel  dry  from  Albuqu 
southward,  while  in  1894,  with  a  very  small  amount  in  the  river 
San  Luis,  it  did  not  go  dry  at  Albuquerque,  bufr  was  dry  thirtj 
for  a  long  distance  below  there,  and  was  not  dry  for  any  len^ 
time  in  the  Mesilla  Valley.  The  absence  of  the  usual  summer 
in  New  Mexico  accounts  for  the  condition  of  1889,  wliile  heay 
cipitation  in  the  southern  country  accounts  for  that  of  1894. 
these  explanations  are  satisfactory,  the  conditions  in  these  two 
show  that  it  is  impossible  to  foretell  the  condition  of  the  river 
Paso  from  the  Colorado  snowfall  and  the  subsequent  spring  an^ 
mer  flow  at  Del  Norte. 

Another  condition  which  probably  affects  the  time,  duratioi 
volume  of  the  spring  run-off  from  the  mountain  country  is  as  fo 
In  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years  there  have  beec  large  areas  of  f 
destroyed  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  either  by  fire 
the  ax  of  the  lumberman.  It  is  commonly  believed  that  this  d 
ing  of  the  hills  causes  the  snow  to  melt  much  more  rapidiy  i 
spring  than  it  did  when  protected  by  the  timber,  so  that  its 
quickly  leaves  the  mountains  instead  of  being  held  back  unl 
summer  when  it  is  needed  for  irrigation.  Not  only  is  this  tra< 
it  is  quite  likely,  as  suggested  by  Colonel  Mills,  that  what  m 
called  the  dry  evaporation  of  snow  from  these  bare  hillsides  is 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  WATERS  OF  THE   RIO   ORANDE.  101 

ate  spring,  are  now,  falling  as  they  do  on  the  barren  JiiUsides  whioh 
utve  been  denuded  of  their  timber,  largely  evaporated  and  dissipated 
n  the  air  long  before  the  warm  days  of  spring  come.  From  this  it  is 
lasy  to  infer  the  necessity  of  conserving  what  forest  areas  stUl  remain 
n  the  mountains. 

On  the  foregoing  I  would  base  the  suggestion  that  the  dry  rivers  at 
Q  Paso  are  not  always  caused  by  the  increased  use  of  water  in  the 
Jnited  States,  but  that  this  use  has  increased  the  frequency  of  recur- 
ence  thereof  and  the  lengths  of  their  duration,  as  will  appear  moi'e 
uUy  from  the  following  discussion.  Before  entering  upon  that  dis- 
;itssion,  however,  I  would  also  suggest:  So  many  different  and  vary- 
ng  conditions  simultaneously  affect  the  flow  of  the  Rio  Grande  that 
t  is  difficult  to  say  just  what  change  in  this  flow  is  due  to  a  radical 
Jid  permanent  change  in  one  of  these  conditions,  the  others  still  con- 
tantly  changing  as  before. 

Fourth.  Taking  up  a  detailed  consideration  of  the  effect  on  the 
iver  of  the  Colorado  use  of  water.  The  conditions  we  have  to  con- 
tder  are:  A  long  river  flowing  sluggishly  through  a  wide  and  sandy 
«d,  with  a  minimum  flow  at  the  lower  end  of  the  stretch  under  con- 
-deration  but  little,  if  any,  more  than  sufficient  in  years  of  ordinary 
*w  water  to  supply  the  demands  thereof,  and  it  is  asked  what  effect 
~jll doubling  the  amount  of  water  used  on  its  headwaters  have  on  its 
►wer  reaches,  the  irrigation  on  its  head  being  already  some  two-fifths 
^  the  total  of  the  river.  The  answer  must  be  that  the  minimum  flow 
'^er  down  will  be  decreased.  The  question  maybe  considered  more 
L  detail  as  follows: 

In  studying  the  effect  on  the  Rio  Grande  of  diverting  its  waters  in 
L.«  San  Luis  Valley,  only  those  areas  should  be  considered  which  are 
Kigated  by  water  taken  from  those  streams  whose  flow  enters  the 
4un  river.  This  condition  segregates  all  of  districts  25,  26,  and  27, 
^d  should  also  reject  a  small  percentage  of  districts  20  and  21.  But 
"^  area  that  would  be  rejected  in  the  latter  districts  is  small  and 
:3uld  not  materially  affect  totals.  Therefore,  in  the  following  dis- 
i  ssion  all  land  watered  in  the  yalley  will  be  considered  except  that 

districts  25,  26,  and  27. 
^Vhile  much  more  water  will  be  used  in  a  year  of  plenty  than  in  one 

scarcity,  it  is  the  effect  on  the  river  of  the  use  of  water  when  the 
X>ply  is  short  that  we  wish  to  obtain,  and  so  our  attention  should  be 
tweeted  to  the  use  of  water  in  those  years  alone.  The  seasons  of  1894 
^  1896  shows  the  shortest  water  supply  of  any  years  of  which  we 
Xre  a  reliable  record  in  the  San  Luis,  and  I  think  it  will  be  a  fair 
^:i8ideration  of  the  problem  to  confine  our  computations  to  those  two 
^rs,  and  to  obtain,  if  possible,  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  water 
^erted  from  the  river  during  these  two  years  in  excess  of  what  would 
"Ve  been  used  if  the  same  area  had  been  watered  in  1894  and  1896 
it  was  irrigated  prior  to  1880. 

tDeducting  from  the  totals  for  prior  to  1880, 1894,  and  1896  the  area 
^  water  cnarged  to  districts  25,  26,  and  27  there  remains: 


Year.  i     Acres.       Acre-feet. 


^rtoieaO 80,775  240,100 

536,305 

418,270 


0.  I>oe.  91- 


This  2b4,(XX)  acre-feet  equals  about  l,tJ(X)  second-feet  nowii 
hundred  days.  This  is  about  the  length  of  time  the  irrigation  i 
lasts  in  the  San  Luis  Valley.  Hence,  making  all  due  allowai 
water  charged  twice,  seepage  return,  both  present  and  prosp 
the  probable  overestimate  of  acreage  made  by  owners  who  wis] 
ditches  to  make  a  good  showing,  and  the  errors  in  guessing 
amount  of  water  flowing  in  the  different  ditches  by  men  whose  i 
of  a  cubic  foot  of  water  are  pretty  hazy,  and  who  ai-e  almost  i 
overestimate  a  stream,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  low- water  flow 
Rio  Grande  in  dry  years  has  been  decreased  by  the  new  irriga 
the  San  Luis  an  amount  equal  to  at  least  1,000  second-feet  of 
flowing  for  one  hundred  days,  and  as  the  probable  future  s 
returns  is  likely  to  be  nearly  or  quite  all  offset  by  increased  a< 
that  the  river  has  permanently  lost  this  amount  of  water. 

As  the  evaporation  and  percolation  in  the  river's  channel  will 
practically  constant  from  year  to  year  from  Colorado  to  Texs 
vided.  there  is  any  water  in  it  at  all,  and  as  the  use  of  water  i 
Mexico,  when  any  is  to  be  had,  is  about  constant  also,  this  takin 
second-feet  from  the  river  in  Colorado  means  taking  practical 
much  from  the  flow  at  El  Paso.  And  as  the  San  Luis  sea.son 
some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  while  the  largest  use  of  \ 
in  May  and  June,  and  as  it  probably  takes  water  twenty  to  thir 
to  travel  from  there  to  El  Paso,  it  is  seen  that  the  San  Luis  ma 
diversion  of  water  in  May  or  June  would  most  greatly  affect  th 
at  El  Paso  in  June  or  July,  months  when  the  water  supply  is  li 
begin  to  fail.  The  July  use  of  water  in  the  San  Luis,  which  i 
large,  would  be  felt  at  3e1  Paso  in  August. 

While  this  discussion  indicates  that  the  mean  summer  flo^ 
Paso  has  probably  been  decreased  1,000  second-feet  at  least,  ai 
haps  more,  by  the  increased  use  of  water  in  Colorado,  it  does  no 
that  were  no  more  water  diverted  in  Colorado  than  was  used  i 
1880  1,000  second-feet  would  be  running  in  the  river  at  El  Pas 
it  is  now  dr}',  because  it  might  go  dry  without  any  water  beir 

in  flnlnmrln    na    \t  c\\A    in  15^.^1   onrl   IftHI         Tt   nriAana    tho-f.   fhtx   a 
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3  Paso  before  that  date?  The  answer  is:  The  yeai-s  of  1883,1884,1885, 
^^d  1886  were  all  years  of  heavy  snowfall  in  Colorado,  and,  so  far  as  I 
^ow,  of  average  summer  rainfall  lower  down  the  river,  so  that  there 
^*s  a  large  amount  of  surplus  water.  And  while  the  acreage  has 
^'gelj  decreased  since  1892  in  the  San  Luis,  the  snowfall  has  been 
^nty  for  three  years  past,  and  the  water  supply  is  short,  so  that  no 
^neficial  effect  resulting  from  this  decreased  acreage  has  been  felt  at 
•*  Paso.  If  the  coming  years  bring  more  snow,  the  area  watered  in 
^«  San  Luis  will  probably  increase  again,  as  it  is  now  limited  by  the 
!jter  supply  being  exhausted,  and  not  by  there  being  no  more  avail- 
^le  land. 

TTie  condition,  therefore,  to  be  considered  at  El  Paso  is  that  of  a 
^  river  likely  to  recur  every  year.  The  suggestions  I  would  make, 
*ich  are  based  on  this  discussion,  are  ali-eady  formulated  and  pre- 
-iited  in  their  proper  places. 

^fore  considering  the  remedy  for  this  condition,  I  wiU  give  j'^ou 
^ta  as  to  storage  project,  completed,  proposed,  or  probable,  in  the 
^nage  above  El  Paso. 

XXIIL  RESERVOIRS. 

On  the  last  sheet  of  the  tabulated  matter  I  have  listed  4  reservoirs, 
Dstruct<ed  in  the  Rio  Grande  drainage,  with  an  aggregate  capacity 
31,300  acre-feet;  4  projected,  with  an  aggregate  capacity  of  about 
),000  acre-feet,  and  6  possible  sites,  with  an  aggregate  capacity  of 
Dut  430,000  acre-feet.  This  I  will  consider  in  detail  further  on. 
n  the  winter  of  1889-90  I  was  employed  by  the  United  States  Geo- 
ical  Survey  to  reconnoiter  and  report  on  all  the  possible  reservoir 
» in  the  drainage  of  the  Rio  Grande,  so  that  the  public  lands  lying 
iiin  their  limits  might  be  withdrawn  from  sale.  My  instructions 
re  to  report  all  possible  sites  without  regard  to  the  water  supply, 
d  available  for  irrigation,  or  cost  per  acre-foot  of  water  stored, 
der  these  instructions  I  reconnoitered  and  reported  52  sites,  includ- 
the  El  Paso  site,  with  an  aggregate  estimated  capacity  of  over 
)0,000  acre-feet,  or  about  1,500,000  acre-feet  aside  from  the  El  Paso 
>.  A  number  of  these  have  since  been  platted  on  the  General  Land 
ice  map  of  New  Mexico  and  shown  on  the  published  copies  thereof 
Bovemment  reservoir  sites. 

^ut  one  of  the  number  has  been  improved.  This  is  the  one  on  the 
d  of  the  Blue  Water  in  the  Puerco  drainage,  No.  33  on  the  General 
id  Office  map. 

Vhile  these  sites  exist  as  reported  by  me  to  the  Geological  Survey, 
I  it  is  physically  possible  to  make  a  reservoir  of  each  one,  the 
'erse  conditions  surrounding  nearly  all  either  as  to  scanty  water 
ply,  no  available  land  on  which  to  use  the  water,  probable  exces- 
5  cost  of  site,  or  of  the  necessary  dam,  are  such  as  to  preclude  all 
bability  of  their  construction.  Specific  statement  of  the  reasons 
ling  me  to  this  conclusion  in  the  case  of  each  site  condemned 
iJd  be  beyond  the  scope  of  this  report. 

uite  a  large  number  of  reservoir  filings  have  been  made  on  sites 
I  to  exist  around  the  San  Luis  Valley.  Being  familiar  with  the 
litions  under  which  nearly  all  of  these  filings  were  made,  I  have 
onfidence  in  their  being  built,  and  so  have  listed  none  of  those  filed 
18  **  projected,"  except  Santa  Maria  lakes,  although  two  are 
ided  under  possible  sites. 


more  than  a  third  of  this  amount,  so  that  the  reservoir  snoi 
charged  with  a  probable  draft  on  the  drainage  of  not  over  4,00( 
feet. 

3,  Santa  Fe. — This  is  built  above  Santa  Fe.  The  water  it  im] 
would  otherwise  be  used  for  irrigation,  as  the  stream  has  i 
many  years  delivered  any  water  to  the  river,  except  in  time  oi 
This  reservoir  serves  as  an  equalizer,  distributing  the  use  oi 
more  uniformly  throughout  the  year.  Its  capacity  is  4,000  aci 
It  can  be  omitted  from  the  discussion. 

i.  Blue  Water, — ^This  is  a  Government  reservoir  site  No.  33 
built  on  Blue  Water  Creek,  in  the  Zuni  Mountains,  to  a  caps 
20,000  acre-feet.     It  can  be  made  to  hold  70,000  acre-feet,  but  th 
supi)ly  is  uncertain.     It  stores  no  water  that  would  ever  reach 
Grande,  and  so  may  be  omitted  from  the  discussion. 

B.  RESEBVOIBS  PROJECTED  WITH  A  FAIR  PROSPECT  OP  OONSTRUCl 

i.  Santa  Maria  Lakes, — This  site  is  in  district  20,  Colorado,  i 
head  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande.  If  utilized,  it  will  furnish  w 
one  of  the  large  canals  in  the  San  Luis  Valley.  All  of  its  capi 
20,000  acre-feet  would  be  drawn  from  water  which  would  otl 
flow  down  the  river. 

2,  Momion, — This  site  is  in  district  22.  It  may  never  be  bu 
I  thought  it  possible  that  it  might  be,  and  so  listed  it.  AJ 
capacity  of  20,  (XK)  acre-feet  would  be  drawn  from  water  whicl 
otherwise  flow  do\*Ti  the  Conejos. 

3.  Western  Homestead  Land  and  Investmenl  Company's 
voir. — This  site  lies  northwest  of  Albuquerque  and  would  b 
from  tiie  flood  waters  of  the  Puerco.  While  it  would  draw  a 
from  tlie  sudden  summer  floods  of  this  river,  much  of  whicl 
would  otherwise  sink  away  into  the  sand,  it  must  be  consid< 
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C  RESERVOIR  SITES  WHICH  MAY  BE  IMPROVED  AT  SOME  FUTURE  TIME. 

r  La  Jam  Meadaujs. — This  site  lies  on  the  head  of  La  Jara  Creek, 
district  No.  21,  Colorado.  This  is  a  fine  site,  with  large  capacity, 
t  the  water  supply  is  not  abundant,  as  the  tributary'  drainage  area 
s  an  extent  of  only  some  40  or  50  square  miles  and  is  not  likely  to 
rnish  over  20,000  acre-feet.  This  amount  is  assumed  as  the  eapac- 
^  The  site  is  now  occupied  by  hay  ranches.  All  the  water  stored 
>uld  otherwise  flow  down  La  Jara  Creek,  but  much  of  it  would  sink 
^y  into  the  La  Jara  artesian  basin.  Assume  that  one-half  of  the 
^ve  amount,  or  10,000  acre-feet,  may  some  time  be  stored  here,  which 
•^Id  otherwise  reach  the  main  river. 

I  Elk  Creek  Meadoivs. — This  site  is  on  a  tributarj^  of  the  Conejos 
•^ver,  in  district  22,  Colorado.  It,  together  with  one  on  Pinos  Creek, 
t^  now  filed  on  by  some  parties  who  are  using  them  for  fishing  pur- 
Qses  with  no  intention  of  utilizing  them  for  storage  reservoirs.  Its 
Itole  capacity  of  8,000  acre-feet  would  form  a  draft  on  the  surplus 
altera  of  the  Conejos.  , 

I  Pifios  Creek  Meadows. — This  site  is  on  a  tributary  of  San  Anto- 
lO  River,  in  district  22,  Colorado.  Its  capacity  is  6,000  acre-feet, 
hich  would  form  a  draft  on  tjie  surplus  waters  of  the  San  Antonio. 
^  Brazos  Lakes, — This  site  is  on  the  head  of  the  South  Fork  of  the 
azos  River,  in  the  Chama  drainage  on  the  New  Mexico  land  grant 
Tierra  Amarilla.  If  ever  improved,  it  will  be  for  the  purpose  of 
iring  water  to  be  used  on  the  mesa  around  Parkview.  Its  whole 
pply  will  be  taken  from  the  surplus  waters  of  the  Chama  drainage. 
le  total  capacity  could  be  made  50,000  acre-feet,  but  the  available 
ler  supply  is  not  likelj'  to  exceed  20,000  acre-feet,  and  this  amount 
ist  be  considered. 

».  Hoi  Springs, — This  is  Grovemment  reservoir  site  No.  37  and  is  a 
b  site,  but  with  a  water  supply  which  must  come  from  rains  rather 
m  from  snow,  and  is,  therefore,  uncertain.  It  is  near  the  head  of 
imoso  Creek,  in  district  11,  New  Mexico.  •  This  stream  is  one  of 
i6e  which  cut  down  into  the  Cuchilla  Negra  Mesa.  Practically  its 
ole  supply  would  be  taken  from  the  surplus  waters  of  the  Rio 
inde.  Its  maximum  capacity  is  36,000  acre-feet,  but  its  drainage 
a  is  not  likely  to  furnish  over  20,000  acre-feet.  This  amount  must 
considered  as  a  possible  draft  on  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
'.  Old  Fort  Craig, — This  is  Government  site  No.  38,  and  lies  on  the 
>  Grande  west  of  the  Jornado  del  Muerto  and  some  35  miles  above 
•  £lephant  Buttessite.  With  an  80-foot  dam  I  estimated  its  capac- 
to  be  360,000  acre- feet.  This  would,  of  course,  all  be  drawn 
Di  the  surplus  waters  of  the  river.  It  is  not  likely  that  both  this 
I  the  Elephant  Buttes  reservoir  would  ever  be  built,  as  either  will 
re  a  supply  of  water  amply  sufficient  to  serve  all  the  available  land. 
!*hi8  list  comprises  all  the  sites  which  I  think  are  likely  to  be  oecu- 
a.  Those  outside  of  the  main  valley  of  the  river  which  will  im- 
md  water  that  would  otherwise  ent«r  the  Rio  Grande  mil,  if  built, 
hhold  from  it  an  aggregate  of  127,000  acre-feet. 

XXIV.  WATER  SUPPLY  FOR  EL  PASO  RESERVOIR. 

I  accordance  with  your  letter  of  instructions,  in  which  you  request 
n  me  any  suggestions  that  may  occur  to  me  bearing  on  the  prob- 
nnder  consideration,  I  add  the  following  discussion  of  the  ^toVi^k.- 
rater  supply  for  the  El  Paso  reservoir: 


mate  to  have  been  in  error.  The  longest  time  that  water  wou 
to  be  stored,  unless  carried  over  from  one  year  to  the  fol 
would  be  four  to  six  months.  So  that,  even  if  the  daily  evaj 
were  as  great  from  the  lake  as  from  the  pan,  the  total  loss  by 
the  stored  water  would  only  e/^ual  half  the  annual  evaporati 
it  is  not  at  all  Ukely  that  the  rate  of  evaporation  from  the  1 
exceed  one-half  that  from  the  pan,  an  allowance  of  3  feet< 
whole  surface  for  the  loss  from  evaporation  during  the  tiiiK 
water  is  held,  is  probably  ample^  or  75,000  acre-feet  might  b€ 

The  first  time  the  reservoir  was  filled  the  seepage  would  I 
as  stated  in  my  former  report;  but  after  the  first  or  second  fil 
from  this  source  would  become  so  small  as  to  be  safely  ignon 

An  available  supply  must  therefore  be  in  sight  of  190,000  i 
-^  of  water  for  the  service  of  land  and  75,000  acre-feet  for  e vapor 

265,000  acre-feet  in  all,  and  must  be  likely  to  remain  in  sight  t 
safe  the  water  supply  of  this  reservoir.  In  my  report  to  Co! 
Mills,  made  in  1889, 1  estimated  the  capacity  of  this  lake  to  In 
acre-feet.  Hence,  remembering  that  evaporation  would  be  gr 
the  longer  time  that  stored  water  would  have  to  be  held,  you 
that  until  sediment  filled  a  portion  of  it  the  reservoir  will  h< 
cient  water  to  supply  the  demand  on  it  for  about  two  year 
filling  will  occur,  however,  and  hence  reliance  can  not  be  safel 
on  this  storage  capacity,  but  water  enough  ought  to  be  in  si^ 
twelve  months  for  the  necessities  of  the  coming  twelve,  lea 
extra  storage  room  as  an  element  of  safety. 

Recurring  to  the  meager  records  of  the  flow  at  El  Paso  (s€ 
you  will  see  that  the  flow  for  the  eleven  months  prior  to  Marcl 
(this  time  including  the  long  drought  of  1889),  was  425,000  a 
for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1891,  it  was  1,100,000  acre-feet 
year  ending  March  31,  1892,  it  was  1,850,000  acre-feet;  for 
ending  March  31,  1893,  it  was  875,000  acre-feet. 

April,  1889,  was,  I  think,  a  month  of  heavy  flow,  being  near 
quite,  as  large  as  wa«  May,  when  190,000  acre-feet  passed  J 

AssiiminflT  thfli.  1/50.000  Rprft-fftftt  nR»H(^d  in  Anril.  t.hft  flow  for 
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»  the  summer  of  1895,  so  that  either  1890,  1894,  or  1896  must  be 
year  of  minimum  flow  here. 

iidging  from  the  looks  of  the  gauge  readings  for  the  two  years  prior 
)ctober,  1896,  all  efforts  to  reduce  them  to  any  definite  quantity 
ing  been  futile,  I  should  judge  that  the  flow  for  the  year  ending 
•ch  31,  1896,  was  something  like  700,000  or  800,000  acre-feet, 
rly  all  of  this  passing  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  time 
nded,  while  I  should  estimate  that  200,000  acre-feet  or  more  had 
led  in  the  seven  months  prior  to  October  31,  1896.  There  was 
tically  no  flood  in  the  spring  of  1896.  This  accounts  for  the  small 
given.  If  the  same  conditions  should  pi-evail  for  the  coming  five 
ths,  the  annual  flow  may  not  exceed  300,000  acre-feet.  Heavy 
'8  Bx/d  already  falling  in  Colorado,  however,  and  there  is  every 
m  to  expect  a  good  flow  in  the  river  next  spring.  The  conditions 
tow,  in  m}^  opinion,  at  their  worst,  and  can  change  but  to  mend, 
e  this  minimum  flow  may  last  for  the  balance  of  the  year,  it  is 
Ikely. 

Iierefore  think  it  safe  to  say  that  at  least  400,000  acre-feet  of  sur- 
wrater  is  likely  to  be  in  the  drainage  of  the  Rio  Grande  some  time 
ig  every  year,  and  would  pass  El  Paso  if  no  drafts  for  storage 
made  on  it. 

ference  to  the  closing  paragraph  of  the  discussion  of  reservoir 
shows  a  possible  future  draft  on  this  surplus  water  from  the  use 
5er\'oir  sites  outside  of  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  of  127,000 
feet,  while  either  the  Fort  Craig  or  the  Elephant  Buttes  reservoir 
tiU  to  be  considered.  This  will  leave  about  275,000  acre-feet 
ible,  provided  neither  of  the  latter  reservoirs  are  built,  for  the 
ISO  reservoir,  in  what  may  be  termed  a  mean  year  of  minimum 
with  a  possibility  of  its  falling  to  200,000  aore-feet  in  an  excess- 
low  year.  Unless  two  consecutive  j-ears  are  excessively  dry, 
^-er,  dependence  may  be  placed  for  many  years  on  the  extra 
^e  capacit}'  of  the  reservoir. 

that  a  minimum  annual  flow  of  even  less  than  300,000  acre-feet, 
all  of  the  reservoirs  mentioned  built,  except  the  Elephant  Buttes 
'ort  Craig,  would  not  mean  a  loss  of  crops  in  the  El  Paso  Valley, 
ould  therefore  suggest  that  the  water  supply  is  likely  to  be  suf- 
t  for  the  El  Paso  reservoir,  provided  no  large  storage  reser- 
are  constructed  above  ic  on  the  main  river,  but  without  any 
ctions  of  probable  reservoirs  on  the  tributaries. 

XXV.  CONCLUSION. 

several  times  before  stated,  the  statistics  on  which  the  assump- 
and  inferences  deduced  in  this  paper  rest  are  approximate  only, 
probable  error  ranges  from  10  to  20  per  cent  for  areas  watered, 
10  to  30  per  cent  for  amount  of  water  used,  and  from  10  to  30 
mt  or  more  for  the  flow  of  the  Rio  Grande,  the  largest  error  in 
8t/-named  case  relating  to  flood  discharge,  when  for  our  present 
tse  an  error  is  of  little  importance. 

withstanding  this  large  possible  element  of  error  in  the  prem- 
think  it  safe  to  say  that  the  suggestions  I  have  made  and  the 
>ns  I  have  expressed,  either  directly  or  by  implication,  are  well 
rted  by  the  evidence,  are  safely  conservative,  aud  are  the  most 
ble  ones  to  be  derived  from  a  careful  study  of  all  the  informa- 
t  hand.     Their  recapitulation  is  as  follows: 


\ 


river  prior  to  this  increased  use  of  water  and  since,  as  the  recorc 
not  antedate  this  increased  use,  and  as  the  flow  since  the  records  b 
varies  within  very  wide  limits. 

5.  This  flow  of  1,000  second-feet,  if  allowed  to  remain  in  ther 
would  do  much  toward  preventing  a  dry  river  at  El  Paso,  hence: 

6.  The  Mexican  and  American  citizens  of  the  El  Paso  Valley  '. 
suffered  in  common  with  their  neighbors  of  the  Me&illa  Valley 
those  still  farther  up  the  river  by  this  Colorado  increased  uj 
water.     The  suffering  has  been  greater  in  the  El  Paso  Valley 
elsewhere. 

7.  All  of  the  summer  flow  of  the  streams  in  the  San  Luis  Va 
except  their  flood  waters,  are  now  appropriated,  and  therefore  th( 
of  water  therein  for  direct  irrigation  is  not  likely  to  materially  inci 
in  the  future. 

8.  Storage  reservoirs  may  be  built  outside  of  the  main  valley  o 
river,  with  an  aggregate  capacity  of  about  125,000  acre-feet.  Oi 
some  230,000  acre-feet  capacity  is  projected  in  the  river's  vallev  a 
El  Paso. 

9.  There  are  some  95,000  acres  of  arable  land  in  the  El  Paso  Va 
about  equally  divided  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
supply  a  reservoir  with  water  sufficient  for  the  irrigation  of  this  1 
togetlier  with  the  amount  that  will  be  evaporated  from  the  surfa 
the  reservoir,  will  require  about  265,000  acre-feet  of  water  each  ^ 

10.  While  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  year's  flow  past  El  Paso  g 
below  300,000  acre-feet  before  deducting  the  amount  that  ca 
stored  above  there,  outside  of  the  river's  valley,  the  likelihood  is 
it  will  never  ordinarily  go  below  400,000  acre-feet  in  a  dry  year 
from  the  latter  amount  is  taken  the  125,000  acre-feet  which  ca 
stored  outside  of  the  river's  valley,  there  remains  275,000  acre 
available  for  the  El  Paso  reservoir.     Hence, 

11.  The  water  supply  is  likely  to  be  sufficient  for  the  El  Paso  r 
voir  after  deductions  are  made  for  all  the  probable  storage  sch 
except  that  one  above  the  Mesilla  Valley.     But, 
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Winter  flow  of  the  Rio  Grande  at  Del  Norte,  Colo. 
[From  GtoolagicAl  Surrey  reoords.    Area  oontribntliis  ran-off,  1,400  square  miles.] 


1889^^. 

18e0>91. 

1891-98. 

1898-03. 

Month. 

Seoond- 
feet 

Acre- 
feet. 

Second- 
feet. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Second- 
feet. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Second- 
feet. 

Acre- 
feet. 

kiober 

280 
320 
280 
550 
796 
485 

i7,aeo 

19,200 
17,360 
84,100 
44.580 
30.070 

470 
480 
66fir 
990 
1.296 
1.280 

29,140 
28,800 
35,030 
61,380 
72,680 
79,860 

845 
375 
325 

•300 

•300 

315 

58.390 
88,500 
80,150 
18,600 
17,400 
19  530 

860 

360 

980 

1,170 

•1,200 

•1,000 

16,180 

lorenx oer  ..... .... 

81,600 

)ecember 

67,040 

raaaarjr 

^bmary  ■  ■  ■ 

78,540 
67,800 

faich... 

68.000 

Total 

168,610 

806,830 

150,570 

296,500 

Month. 


3elober... 
IffoTember 
)eoeinber. 
Kuoary... 
February  . 
larch 


Total 


1693-04. 


1894-95. 


Second- 
feet. 


300 

340 

795 

1,210 

1,800 

1,015 


Acre- 
feet. 


18,600 
80,400 
49,290 
75,080 
67,800 
62,930 


298,440 


Second- 
feet. 


845 
870 
360 
845 
970 
650 


Acre- 
feet. 


21.890 
16.200 
22,330 
52,390 
54,380 
40,300 


206.990 


1896-96. 


Second- 
feet. 


480 

885 

945 

1.370 

1,280 

1.115 


Acre- 
feet. 


86,010 
19,500 
68,690 
o4, 940 
71,140 
69,130 


389,340 


•Estimated. 

Summer  flow  of  the  Rio  Orande  at  Del  Norte,  Colo, 
[From  Gtoological  Survey  records.] 


Month. 


r:::::: 

toe , 

Wy 

kncost 

ieptember 

Total 


1890. 


Second- 
feet. 


910 

4,330 

8,805 

1.515 

610 

385 


Acre- 
feet. 


1891. 


Second- 1    Acre- 
feet.     I     feet. 


64.000 
868,460 
888,300 
93,930 
37,880 
23,100 


706,210 


1,410 
3,285 
4,145 
1,690 
666 
625 


84,600 

808.670 

848,700 

104,780 

41,880 

31,500 


714,480 


1892. 


Second-      Acre- 
feet,  feet. 


1,045 

8,606 

2,185 

740 

445 

200 


62,700 
161,610 
131,100 
45.880 
27,690 
15,600 


444,380 


1893. 


Second- 
feet. 


660 
8,960 
2,685 
580 
410 
326 


Acre- 
feet. 


41,400 
182,900 
151,600 
82,240 
85,480 
19,500 


452, 9K) 


Month. 


1804. 


Second- 
feet. 


Acre- 
feet. 


g? 


iiy 

Bgnat 

qjtember 


Total 


860 
2,510 
980 
355 
380 
345 


61,600 
156,680 
68.800 
22.010 
23,560 
80,600 


1896. 


Second- ' 
feet.     I 


Acre- 
feet. 


332,190 


2,115 

2.195 

2,490 

980 

725 

450 


126.900 

136,090 

149,400 

60,760 

44^960 

27,0(» 


545,100 


1896. 


Second- 
feet. 


1,536 
2,675 
800 
385 
260 
480 


Acre- 
feet. 


92.100 
150,660 
48,000 
23,870 
16.180 
28.800 


368,540 


iting  table  by  which  the  above  table  for  1893, 1894,  1S95, 1896  wa^  computed  in 

eecondrfeet 

[Actual  gauglngs  in  black-face  flfnires.] 


Feet. 


1 
2 
8 

4 


.0 


160 

660 

1.810 

8,8t0 


165 

610 

1,810 

8,060 


.2 


186 

670 

1,480 

8,380 


.3 


210 

730 

1,646 

8,600 


.4 


835 

790 
1,685 
8,900 


.5 


MO 

860 
1,840 
4,280 


.6 


300 

910 

8,010 

4,660 


.i 


860 

970 

8,195 

4,980 


.8 


415 

1.040 
2.885 
6.800 


.9 


490 

1,180 
2,600 
5,700 


A 
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Winter  flow  of  the  Rio  Grande  at  EmbudOj  N.  Jfcx. 

[From  G^eological  Sarvey  records.    Area  contributing  run-off,  7,000  square  mikft.] 


Month. 


October  ... 
November. 
December . 
January... 
February- . 
March 


Total 


1888-80. 


Second- 
feet. 


430 
475 

785 


Acre- 
feet. 


26,660 
26,600 
48,670 


♦101,930 


1880-90. 


Second- 
feet. 


Acre- 
feet. 


280 
365 
540 
435 
555 
680 


17,360 
21,900 
33.480 
26,970 
31,060 
42,160 


1890-91. 


1801-4* 


Second- 
feet. 


560 
615 
645 
585 
615 
915 


172,950 


Acre-      Second-    Ju 
feet.         feet    '    U 


34,720 
36.900 
39,990 
36,270 
34,440 
56.730 


239.060 


1,6S0 

11 

775 

560 

1 

495 

t 
1 

»5 

t 
t 

1,060 

1 

3 

1892-98.                        189&-4M. 

1894-95.            1           189546- 

Month. 

Second- 
feet. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Second- 
feet. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Second-      Acre-      Second- 
feet,          feet.     !     feet. 

A 

i 

October 

200 
315 
825 
450 
535 
605 

12,400 
18.900 
20,150 
27,900 
29,960 
37,510 

485 

t460 
446 
435 
450 

tsoo 

30,070 
27,000 
27,590 
26,970 
25,200 
31,000 

t380 

t4a) 

t4d0 

480 

490 

760 

23,560 
24,000 
26,660 
29,760 
27,440 
47,120 

486 
610 
590 
535 
545 
965 

November.. 

December 

January 

February 

March 

Total 

146,820 

167,830 

178.540 

t 

*  Three  months. 


t  Estimated. 


Summer  flow  of  the  Rio  Orande  at  EmbudOf  N.  Mex, 
[From  Qeolosrical  Survey  recorda] 


Month. 


April 

May 

June 

July 

Augrust 

September 

Total 


1889. 


Second- 
feet. 


2,260 

3,430 

2,920 

470 

205 

210 


Acre- 
feet. 


135.600 

212,660 

175,200 

29,140 

12,710 

12,600 


577,910 


1890. 


Second- 
feet. 


2,060 
4,960 
4,105 
1,590 
815 
545 


Acre- 
feet. 


124,800 

307.520 

246.300 

98,580 

50,530 

38,700 


860,430 


1891. 


Second- 
feet. 


2,370 
5,965 
5,040 
2,355 
930 
470 


Acro- 

feet. 


i»e. 


Second- 
feet. 


142,200 
369,880 
302,400 
146,010 

57,eec 

28,200 


1,046,800 


2,960 

4.890 

8,145 

535 

190 

150 


1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1S96. 

Month. 

Second- 
feet. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Second- 
feet 

Acre- 
feet. 

Second- 
feet. 

Acre-      Second- 
feet.     ;    feet. 

' 

April 

1.370 
3.125 
2,540 

330 
•   340 

405 

82,200 
198,750 
1.W.400 
20.460 
21,080 
24.:j00 

2,580 
2,685 
3,025 
1,385 
1,070 
635 

154.800         1  ^% 

May 

163,370 

181,500 

82.770 

66,840 

38,100 

1.600 
370 
300 
230 
230 

June 

July 

AugUHt 

September 

■"•1*56'    '  '9,800 

Total 

494,190 

686.880 

*  Estimated. 


Rating  table  by  tchich  the  above  table  for  JSVS,  1894^  1895,  and  J896  teas  ma* 


Feet. 

.0 

i 

125 

'      8.... 

460 

9-... 

900 

10.... 

1,760 

11.... 

2,980 

12.... 

4,360 

.3 


1 


55 


500 

960 

1.870 

8,110 

4,520 


185 

215 

245 

275 

540 

580 

62L) 

660 

1,020 

1,090 

i,i»; 

1,240 

1,980 

2.100 

2.220 

2.350 

3,240 

3.380 

8,520 

3.660 

4,660 

\ 

4,«X) 

4,940 

5,090  , 

.6 

I      .7 

.8 

.9 

310 

345 

380 

42C 

700 

750 

800 

sec 

1,330 

1,430 

1,540 

i.afic 

2,470 

2.590 

2.720 

2.85( 

3,800 

3,940 

4.060 

4.2a 

5.240 
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Winter  flow  of  the  Rio  Orande  at  Rio  Ghrande  Station, 
[From  the  Oeological  Survey  records.    Area  contribating  ran-off,  11,000  square  miles.] 


Month. 

1894-96. 

1895-90. 

Second 
feet. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Second 
feet. 

Acre- 
feet. 

>ctober 

705 

885 

710 

•760 

•790 

1,370 

43,710 

SToTember '    --    

60,ltt> 

December 

44,020 

lannary ^ 

47,120 

^ftbmary 

590 
1,370 

88,040 
84,940 

46,820 

tfnrrh 

84,94(V 

Total 

t 117, 980 

815.710 

•  Estimated. 

t  Two  months. 

Summer  flow  of  the  Rio  Ghrande  at  Rio  Orande  Station. 
[From  the  Qeological  Survey  records.] 


>ril 


Month. 


April 

June 

Jaly 

August 

September 

Total 


1896. 


Second 
feet. 


5,070 
4,615 
4,680 
1,770 
1,480 
?i0 


Acre- 
feet. 


804,200 
286,180 
2n,800 
109,740 
91,760 
43,200 


1,112,880 


189a 


Second 
feet. 


3,480 
2,710 
580 
440 
196 
690 


Acre- 
feet. 


206,800 

168,020 
84,800 
27,280 
12,090 
36.580 


487,570 


Approxim^ite  rating  table  from  which  the  above  is  computed. 


Feet. 

.0 

.1 
265 

.2 

.    .3 

.4 

.5 

.6 

•  • 

.8 

.9 

4 

305 

345 

390 

435 

480 

530 

580 

1 

630 

5 

680 

730 

780 

830 

880 

940 

1.005 

1,080 

1,160 

1,250 

6 

1.340 

1.440 

1,550 

1,670 

1.800 

1.930 

2,070 

2,210 

2,350 

2,490 

7 

2,640 

2,790 

2,940 

3,000 

3,250 

3,410 

3,570 

3.730 

3,900 

4,070 

S 

4,250 

4,430 

4,620 

4,820 

5,090 

5,250 

5,470 

5,700 

5,M90 

6,180 

9 

6,430 

6,680 

6,940 

7,209 

7,470 

7,750 

8.040 

8,330 

8,630 

8,930 

Winter  flow  of  the  Rio  Grande  at  El  PasOy  Tex, 
[From  GFeological  Survey.    Area  contributing  run-off,  30,700  square  miles.] 


1889-90. 

1800-91. 

1891-92. 

a893-93. 

Month. 

Second- 
feet. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Second- 
feet. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Second- 
feet. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Second'      Acre- 
feet,          feet. 

October 

Dry. 

Dry. 

70 

195 

290 

425 

0 

0 

4,340 

12.090 

16,240 

26,  aw 

65 
285 
535 
450 
810 
1.865 

4.030 
17,100 
33.170 
27,900 
45,360 
115,630 

1,485 
:340 
345 
325 
475 
750 

92,070     Dry(?) 
20,400     Dry(?) 
21. 390     Drv  ( ? ) 

November 

>»c*Mii  ber 

•nnarv «--..-  - .- 

20.150 
27,550 
46,500 

135 

140 

•200 

8,370 

7,8M) 

rAiv*>i  - 

12,400 

Total 

50,020 

243,190 

228,060 

28,610 

......  -  — 

•Estimated. 
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Summer  flow  of  the  Bio  Orande  at  El  Paso,  Tex, 
[From  Geological  Sarvey  reports.] 


Month. 


April 

May 

June.f 

July 

Augrnst 

Beptember 

Total 


1889. 


Sec- 
oud- 
feet. 


3.115 

2,685 

235 

Dry. 

Dry. 


Acre- 
feet. 


193,130 

158,100 

14,570 

0 

•    0 


1800. 


Sec- 
ond 
feet. 


•365,800 


2,190 

5,770 

4,405 

855 

735 

175 


Acre- 
feet 


1801. 


131,400 

357,740 

264,300 

63,010 

45.570 

10,500 


Sec- 
ond- 
feet. 


4,265 

11,850 

6,715 

2,«70 

600 

765 


862,520; 


Acre- 
feet. 


1882. 


188 


Sec- 
ond- 
feet. 


255,900 
734,700 
402,900 
140,740 
40.920 
45,900 


1,621,000 


8,145 

7.090 

2,945 

665 

15 

Dry(?) 


Acre- 
feet. 


Sec- 
ond- 
feet 


188,700 

489,580 

178.700 

41,230 

980 

0 


847,140. 


910 
8,780 


No  ret 
Noret 
Norei 


♦  Five  months. 


Rating  table  by  which  the  above  is  computed  (f). 


Feet. 

.0 

.1 

.2 

.3 

.4 

.5 

.6 

.1 

.8 

.9 

5 

115 

140 

170 

210 

260 

320 

890 

470 

660 

66 

6 

770 

890 

1,040 

1,240 

1,500 

1,785 

2,070 

2.365 

2,640 

2,92 

7 

8,210 

8.405 

3,780 

4,065 

4,860 

4,635 

4,920 

5,205 

5,490 

5,n 

8 

6,060 

6,345 

6,680 

6,915 

7,200 

7,485 

7,770 

8,065 

8,340 

8,« 

9 

8,910 

9,195 

9,480 

9,765 

10,050 

10,385 

10,620 

10.910 

11,200 

11,49 

10 

11,780 

13,070 

12,360 

12,660 

12,050 

13,250 

13,550 

13.850 

14,150 

14,45 

Summary  of  use  of  toater  in  San  Luis  Valley^  Colorado, 


District. 


20 
21 
22 
24 
25 
26 
27 
35 


Total. 
Increase... 


Prior  to  1880. 


Nnm- 

ber  of 

ditches. 


Capac- 
ity. 


162 
42 
45 
10 
108 
117 
42 
36 


571 


844 
328 
420 
300 
1,587 
1,002 
156 
120 


4,757 


Decree. 


628.83 
501.08 
1,147.07 
255.50 
661.76 
890.62 
30.15 


3,714.01 


Acres. 


22,935 

12,900 

22,800 

8,500 

33,060 

15,650 

3,285 

2,640 


131,760 


Acre- 
feet 


91,740 
51,600 
91,200 
34,000 
132,200 
46,960 
13,140 
10,560 


471,390 


1880. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


182 
51 
50 
20 
121 
130 
48 
86 


630 

68 


Capac- 
ity. 


X^9OF0v* 


979 
883 
466 
807 
1,689 
1,090 
178 
120 


5,196 
439 


Acres. 


751.55 
684.07 
1,215.88 
250.50 
682.10 
416.32 
47.43 


4.056.84 
342.83 


36.206 

15.100 

24.100 

8,6611 

34,100 

16.680 

4,000 

2,640 


131.475 
9,715 


1881. 

1882. 

District. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

CajMic- 

ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

29,670 

17,800 

31,200 

8,700 

36.340 

17,270 

4,000 

2,640 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

20 

197 

56 

54 

22 

133 

136 

•      49 

36 

1,108 
431 
517 
315 
1,768 
1,135 
178 
120 

891.33 
760.50 
1,288.64 
262.25 
706.26 
431.16 
47.42 

118,680 
71.200 

134.800 
34,800 

141.360 
51,810 

i6,aio 

10,560 

213 
57 
50 
22 
137 
141 
49 
86 

2.057 
447 
666 
315 
2.025 
1,167 
173 
120 

1,580.48 
782.15 

1.414.60 

263.25 

717.98 

441.56 

47.42 

44,115 

18.800 

33,700 

8,700 

35.050 

17.680 

4,(W 

2,610 

21 

22 

24 

25 

26 

27 

35 

Total.. 
Increase 

683 
44 

5,562 
366 

4,387.65 
330.81 

146,620 
15.146 

560,210 

714 
81 

6,870 
1,808 

5,246.45 
858.80 

165.085 
18,465 
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Summary  of  tue  of  water  in  San  LuU  VaUey,  Colorado — Ckmtiiiiied. 


1888. 

1884. 

Mstrict. 

Nmn- 

berof 

ditches. 

°??r 

Decree. 

Acres. 

56.815 

19,900 

44,401) 

8,800 

36.810 

18.725 

4,000 

2,640 

Acre- 
feet. 

226,280 
79.600 

177,600 
35,200 

147,240 
56,175 
16,000 
10,660 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capao- 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

228 
59 
87 
23 
141 
151 
49 
36 

'•a 

666 
321 
2.0B9 
1.278 
178 
120 

2.018.65 
812.65 

1.684.69 

265.50 

786.28 

467.76 

47.42 

232 

60 
89 
28 
152 
161 
49 
37 

2,670 
498 
708 
821 
2.178 
1.886 
178 
122 

2,118.77 
9U.18 

1.7557.19 

266.50 

782.78 

509.06 

47.42 

58,786 

22.000 

45,400 

8,800 

89,120 

20,380 

4,000 

2,670 

286,140 

88.000 

181.600 

86.200 

166.480 

61,140 

• 

16,000 

10,680 

Total.. 
TmiKi 

769 
55 

7.642 

772 

6.027.95 
781.50 

191,690 
26,606 

747.635 

803 
34 

8.000 
368 

6,361.90 
833.96 

201.155 
9,565 

784,240 

18H5. 

1886.      ♦ 

strict. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

^.^w^'^VV* 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

288 
63 
92 
23 
166 
162 
49 
37 

2.797 
561 
780 
821 
2.188 
1.844 
173 
122 

2,280.36 

1.019.50 

1,801.69 

266.50 

789.78 

515.86 

47.42 

61.966 

24.000 

51,700 

8,800 

39.450 

20.655 

4,000 

2,070 

247,740 
96.000 

206,800 
39.200 

157,800 
61,965 
16.000 
10,680 

246 
66 
95 
23 
150 
168 
49 
39 

3,083 
612 
854 
321 
2,218 
1,380 
173 
126 

2.607.26 

1.166.53 

2,110.19 

265.60 

800.06 

630.56 

47.42 

66,045 

29,800 

66,400 

8,800 

39,930 

21,280 

4.000 

2,890 

264,180 

1G2.660 

226,600 

35,20a 

169,720 

63,690 

16,000 

11,500 

Total., 
ease 

820 
17 

8.276 

276 

6.670.11 
308.21 

213,210 
12,055 

832,  ;85 

845 
25 

8,767 
491 

7,426.53 
766.42 

228,595 
15.385 

878,500 

1887. 

1888. 

rtrict. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

^r" 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capao- 

4,261 
799 

1.009 
321 

2,405 

1,609 
173 
326 

li^OCIrOO* 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

253 

3.440 

2,896.31 

1.624.43 

2,722.24 

265.50 

820.54 

554.46 

47.42 

72.675 

38,200 

57.400 

8,800 

40.950 

22,210 

4,000 

2,890 

200,700 

114.600 

229,600 

a5,200 

168.800 

66,630 

16,000 

11,660 

265 
75 

106 
23 

169 

184 
49 
41 

3,&'37.08 

1,877.6? 

2,901.42 

265.60 

872.28 

661.76 

47.42 

88,630 

42.000 

59,400 

8.800 

48,600 

22,605 

4,000 

4.040 

310.205 

69 
98 
23 
162 
180 
49 
30 

735 
g68 
321 
2,280 
1,487 
173 
126 

126,000 

237,600 

35,200 

174,400 

67,515 

16.000 

16,160 

Total- - 
■ease 

873 

28 

9,600 
733 

8,990.90  247.125 
1,504.37     18,530 

928,090 

912 
39 

10,808 
1,303 

10,363.08 
1,432.18 

272,976 
25,860 

983.080 

1889. 

1890. 

istrict. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

^r" 

X^vCirGva 

Acres. 

97,535 

42.000 

60,000 

8,800 

45,950 

22,605 

4.000 

4,620 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capao- 

Decree. 

5,050.81 

1,877.67 

2,978.42 

265.50 

919. 18 

661.76 

47.42 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

266 
75 

107 
23 

171 

184 
49 
47 

4,685 
799 

1.034 
321 

2,456 

1,609 
173 
344 

4,369.88 

1.877.67 

2.974.42 

285.50 

919. 18 

561.76 

47.42 

341,370 

126,000 

240,000 

35.200 

183.800 

67,516 

16,000 

18,080 

266 
75 

107 
25 

5,465 

799 

1,084 

112,480 
44,000 
60,000 
10,000 
45.950 
22,505 
4,000 
4,780 

337.440 

88,000 

180,000 

40,000 

171       2.456 

137,850 

184 
49 

48 

1.509 
173 
346 

45,010 

12,000 

14,340 

... ...... 

Total.. 

922 

10 

11,321 

518 

11,005.78 
642.70 

285,310 
12,385 

1,027,966 

925 

3 

12,138 
817 

11.700.28 
694.48 

303.715 
18,405 

854,640 
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Summary  of  U8e  of  water  in  San  Luis  Valley,  Colorado — Gontintied. 


District. 


20 

266 

21 

76 

22 

107 

24    

25 

26    

in 

26 

184 

27 

49 

36   

48 

Total. . 
Increase 

926 

1801. 


Nunl- 

ber  of 

ditches. 


Capac- 
ity: 


5,572 
799 

1,034 
356 

2,480 

1.509 
173 
346 

12,260 
131 


Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

6,084 
799 

1.094 
356 

2,501 

1,500 
173 
346 

5,137.81 

1,877.67 

2,978.42 

265.50 

919. 18 

561.76 

47.42 

166,480 
46.000 
55,000 
10.000 
46.750 
21,430 
4,000 
4,780 

499,440 
92,000 

1^,000 
35,000 

140,250 
42,860 
12,000 
14,340 

266 
75 

107 
25 

171 

184 
49 
48 

11,787.76 
87.50 

354,440 
60,726 

1.000,800 

925 

12,752 
483 

Decree. 


5, 661. 76 

1.877. 67 

2,978.42 

285.50 

919.18 

561.76 

47.42 


Acres. 


216,  flK 
4S,O0Oi 
50,000 
10.00) 
47.S&0 
20,280 
4,000 
4,7B0 


12,211.71 
428.95 


^,806 
4a  865 


District. 


20 
21 
22 
24 
26 
26 
27 
36 


Total. 
Increase . . . 


1893. 


1894. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


266 
75 

107 
26 

171 

184 
49 
48 


926 


i^.«,      I   j-/ccroo« 


6,084 
799 

1,084 
856 

2,501 

1,500 
173 
346 


12,752 


5,561.76 

1,877.67 

2.978.42 

265.50 

919. 18 

661.76 

47.42 


12,211.71 


Acres. 


179,785 
44.000 
45.000 
10.000 
46,200 
19,160 
4,000 
4.78n 


352,926 
-45,380 


Acre- 
feet. 


382,126 
88.000 

135,000 
30,000 

138,600 
38.320 
12,000 
14,340 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


266 
75 

107 
25 

171 

184 
49 
48 


838,385 


025 


Capac- 
ity. 


Decree.    Acres. 


6,084 
799 

1.084 
356 

2.501 

1,609 
17:3 
346 


12,752 


5.561.76 

1,877.67 

2.978.42 

265.50 

919.18 

561.76 

47.42 


12,2U.71 


166.  OK 
42,000 
50.000 
10,0(« 
44.750 
18.10) 
4.  Oil) 
4.780 


330.635 
-13.290 


1805. 


1806. 


District. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


Capac- 
ity. 


Decree. 


20 

21 

22 

24 

25 

28 

27. 

35. 


Total. 
Change... 


266 

6,084 

75 

799 

107 

1,034 

25 

366 

171 

2,501 

184 

1,500 

49 

173 

48 

346 

925 

12,752 

5,561.76 

1,877.67 

2.978.42 

2S5.50 

019.18 

561.76 

47.42 


12,211.71 


Acres. 


Acre- 
feet. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


Capac 
Ity. 


164,796 

41,550 

55,000 

9,500 

42,940 

16,850 

4.040 

4.4:« 


339,106 
--630 


304,816 

100.060 

165.000 

38.000 

161,976 

50.560 

16.160 

15,020 


950,570 


266 
75 

107 
25 

171 

184 
49 
48 


S26 


6,034 
TOO 

1,034 
856 

2,601 

1,500 
173 
816 


12,752 


Decree. 


Acres. 


5,561.76 

1,877.67 

2,978.42 

206.50 

919. 18 

561.76 

47.42 


12,211.71 


139,795 

37.910 

60.625 

7,050 

46.295 

20,205 

2.670 

4,180 


318.760 
-20,315 
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Summary  of  use  of  vxtter  in  Rio  Orande  drainage  of  New  Mexico, 


Prior  to  1880. 


ttrict. 


o  . 


Total 
{e 


itrict. 


11 
106 
17 
GO 
30 
43 
44 

21 
52 
26 
31 
22 
32 
15 
8 
10 


553 


^ 


5 


32 

9(19 
161 
334 
204 
156 
117 

60 
119 
422 

85 
400 
811 
1,138 
288 
162 
710 


5.608 


1,270 

24,340 
8,360 

17,750 
7,200 
5.800 
5,920 
2,240 
5,410 

16,410 
2,560 

14,160 
8,070 

19,300 
7,000 
6.150 

31,200 


183,130 


5,060 
83,670 
25,430 
45,250 
21,340 
13,750 
10,500 

4.350 
19,800 
33,330 

4,270 
44,580 
32.280 
77,200 
28,000 
24.600 
124,800 


1880. 


o  . 

II 


607,810 


11 
109 
17 
60 
31 
43 
44 
23 
21 
61 
26 
31 
22 
32 
15 
8 
0 


568 
+10 


! 


82 
933 
161 
334 
220 
156 
117 

60 
119 
440 

85 
400 
311 
1,138 
288 
162 
650 


5,606 
—2 


1,270 

24,750 
8.360 

17,750 
8,160 
5,800 
5,920 
2,250 
5.410 

16.960 
2,550 

14,160 
8,070 

18,400 
6,000 
6,150 

28,700 


180,680 
-2,460 


< 


5,060 
84,800 
25,430 
45.250 
24,220 
13, 750 
10,500 

4.360 
19.300 
a5,040 

4,270 
44.580 
32,280 
73,600 
24,000 
24,600 
114,800 


586,000 


1881. 


ii 

d-d 


11 
109 
17 
60 
31 
43 
44 
23 
21 
61 
26 
31 
22 
32 
16 
8 
9 


664 

+1 


I 

s 


32 
933 
181 
334 
220 
156 
117 

00 
119 
440 

85 
400 
311 
1,138 
300 
162 
660 


5,618 
+12 


1.270 

24.750 
8.860 

17,750 
8,160 
5.800 
5,920 
2.250 
5,410 

16,980 
2,560 

14.160 
8,070 

17.840 
5,790 
6,160 

28,700 


179,910 
-770 


'otal 
i 


5,060 
84,800 
25,430 
45,250 
24.2:^ 
13,750 
10,590 

4,a')0 
19,890 
35,040 

4,270 
44,580 
32,280 
71,360 
23,160 
24.600 
114,800 


582,960 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

II 

4 

g 

••a 

1 

i 

I 

82 

• 

• 

1 

§1 

• 

1 

32 

, 

4i 

1 

11 

o 

< 

< 

^ 

< 

^ 

11 

< 

< 

32 

1.270 

5,060 

11 

1,270 

5,060 

1,270 

5,060 

109 

933 

24,750 

84,800 

100 

933 

24.750 

84.800 

109 

933 

24,750 

84,800 

i    n 

161 

8,360 

25,430 

17 

161 

8,860 

23,370 

18 

167 

8,560 

25,730 

60 

334 

17,750 

45,250 

60 

334 

17,750 

45,250 

60 

334 

17,750 

45,750 

31 

220 

8,160 

24,220 

31 

220 

8,160 

24.220 

31 

220 

8.160 

24,220 

43 

156 

5,800 

13,750 

43 

156 

5.8ro 

13, 750 

43 

156 

5.800 

13.750 

44 

117 

5,920 

10,590 

44 

117 

5,92r) 

10,500 

44 

117 

5,920 

10,590 

23 

60 

2,250 

4,360 

23 

60 

2,240 

4,360 

23 

60 

2,240 

4,350 

23 

123 

5,510 

19,690 

23 

123 

5,510 

19,690 

26 

129 

6.710 

20,490 

61 

440 

16,980 

35,040 

61 

440 

16,980 

35,04<J 

61 

440 

16.980 

35,040 

26 

85 

2,550 

4.270 

26 

85 

2,550 

4,270 

26 

85 

2,650 

4,270 

31 

400 

14,160 

44,580 

31 

400 

14,160 

44,580 

31 

400 

14,160 

44,580 

22 

311 

8,070 

32.280 

22 

311 

8,070 

32.280 

22 

311 

8,070 

32,280 

<S 

1,188 

17,840 

53,520 

32 

1,138 

17,840 

71.360 

32 

1,138 

17,840 

71,360 

16 

300 

5,790 

17,370 

16 

300 

5,790 

23,160 

16 

300 

6,790 

23,160 

8 

162 

6,150 

15,370 

8 

162 

6,150 

24,600 

11 

179 

6,490 

25,960 

9 

650    28,700 

71,750 

9 

650 

28,800 

113,200 

9 

660 

27,900 

111,600 

566 

5,622 

180,010 

507,850 

566 

5.622 

179,600 

579,690 

673 

5,651 

179,940 

688,010 

-r2 

■+-* 

+1U0 

-410 

+7 

+29 

+840 
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mary  of  use  of  uxUer  in  Eio  Orande  drainage  of  New  3fea?ico— Continned. 


let 


a.- 


1881. 


|5 


u 

120 
28 
61 

ae 

43 
44 

28 

27 
61 
26 
81 
22 
33 
16 
10 
10 


+3 


32 
966 
194 
346 
236 
156 
117 

60 
131 
440 

85 
396 
311 
1,168 
300 
U7 
600 


1.270 

86,120 
9,280 

16,060 
9.120 
5,800 
5.920 
2,240 
5,790 

16.980 
2.550 

13,960 
8,070 

17.840 
5.790 
6,490 

22,700 


5,7t)5 

+18 


176,970 
+760 


I 


5,080 
83,290 
25,730 
45,700 
26,110 
13,760 
10,560 

4,860 
20,810 
31,380 

4.270 
43,660 
28,140 
71,880 
23,160 
16,470 
68,100 


522,270 


1802. 


u  3 


11 

128 
28 
61 
32 
43 
44 
28 
27 
61 
26 
31 
22 
33 
16 
10 
11 


602 

+4 


I 


32 

1,016 

104 

346 

236 

15H 

117 

60 

131 

440 

85 

386 

311 

1,168 

800 

147 

679 


5,814 
+109 


i 


1,270 

26,820 
9,280 

18,060 
9,120 
5,800 
5,920 
2,240 
5,790 

16,980 
2.550 

13,960 
8.070 

17,840 
5,790 
5.480 

28,600 


178.470 
+1,600 


5,080 
85,500 
25,730 
45.700 
26.110 
13.780 
10,580 

4.350 
20.810 
31,380 

4,270 
43,980 
28,140 
48.860 
15.640 
13,720 
68,750 


482,470 


1808. 


11 
123 
28 
61 
32 
43 
44 
23 
27 
61 
26 
82 
22 
88 
16 
11 
11 


604 

+3 


I 

5 


82 
1,016 
194 
346 

236 

117 
60 
131 
440 
85 
406 
311 
1,168 
300 
187 
679 


5.864 
+60 


1,270 

27,420 
9.280 

18,060 
9,120 
5,800 
5,920 
2.240 
5,790 

16,980 
2,560 

13,960 
8.070 

17.840 
5,79C 
5,690 

24,700 


180,400 

+2,cao 


C        i 


5,080 
86,790 
25,780 
45.700 
26,110 
13,750 
10,500 

4.850 
20,810 
31.380 

4,270 
44.040 
32.280 
71,360 
17,320 
12,300 
49,4CX) 


501,160 


1684. 


u  8 

t 


11 
123 
28 
61 
88 
48 
44 
23 
27 
61 
26 
82 
22 


•r4 

I 

3 


32 
1.016 
194 
846 
286 
156 
117 

60 
181 
440 

85 

406 

811 

88  1.168 


t 

< 


16 
11 
11 


604 


80O 
247 
670 


5,924 
+60 


1,270 

27.420 
9,280 

18,060 
9,120 
5,800 
5,920 
2.240 
5,790 

16.060 
2.650 

14,020 
8,070 

17,840 
5,790 
6,480 

26,000 


182.630  1481,940 
+2,140 


5,080 
86,890 
25.460 
45.700 
26.  UO 
13,750 
10,600 

4,860 
20,810 
31,390 

4,270 
44,180 
28.140 
48,880 
15,640 
16,210 
66,000 


1885. 


1886. 


11 

123 
28 
61 
32 
43 
44 
28 
27 
62 
26 
32 
22 
33 
16 
15 
11 


5 


32 

1,016 
194 
346 


608 

+5 


156 
117 

60 
131 
580 

85 
406 
311 
1,168 
300 
295 
679 


6,112 
+188 


• 

feet. 

berof 
hes. 

w 

2 

u 

P 

a     I 

% 

< 

jg" 

3  :  ^ 

1,270 

5,060 

U 

32 

1,270 

27,520 

84,680 

118 

978 

26,870 

9.280 

24,530 

28 

194 

9,280 

16,060 

45,700 

61 

346 

18,050 

9.120 

26,110 

32 

238 

9,120 

5,800 

13,750 

43 

156 

5,800 

5,920 

10,680 

44 

117 

5,920 

2,240 

4.360 

23 

60 

2.240 

5,790 

20,210 

27 

131 

6,790 

18,880 

83,990 

02 

580 

17,380 

2,550 

4,270 

20 

85 

2,560 

14.060 

44,280 

32 

406 

14,080 

8.070 

32,280 

22 

311 

8,070 

17,840 

62,tm) 

33 

1,168 

17,840 

6,790 

17,370 

16 

300 

5,790 

8.500 

25.500 

14 

285 

9,700 

27,100 

67,760 

11 

679 

27,100 

187,280 

522.460 

603 

6,064 

186,880 

+4,660 

—6 

-48 

—460 

4.450 
65,870 
22,500 
33,060 
24,530 
10,450 

8,040 

2,030 
16,240 
20,660 

8,470 
38,010 
33,860 
28, 040 
12,660 
16,903 
58.260 


C8i>.820 


U  I»«c. 
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Summary — District  No,  20^  Colorado, 


« 

Prior  to  1880. 

1880. 

Sheet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditche8. 

Capac- 
ity. 

137 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Naixi- 

ber  of 

ditches. 

Capac- 

Decree. 

1 

Acrea;^ 

1 

25 

117.30 

117.67 
67.28 

114.86 
47.05 
61.21 

103.46 

4,400 

17,600 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
7 

142 

214 

93 

125.08 

4.^ 

U 

2 

35          IKJ 
25           93 

4,330 
1.570 
3,440 
1,480 
1,800 
5,915 

17,320 
6,280 

13,760 
5,920 
7,200 

23,660 

132.07     4,990 
67.28  !    1.570 

n 

3 

( 

1 

25          140 

143        116.46'   3;  475 

55          47.05      1.480 

106          87.01  .   2.610 

190        154.75  '    7.180 

S 

5 

25 
25 

12 

55 

V6 

150 

• 

C 

7 

11 
1 

8 

0 

38 

21.90 

4fl0 

0 

***** 

10 

•  * • ••• 

11 

Total-. 

1U2 

844 

628.83 

22,935 

91,740 

182 

979 

751.56 

2ft,  306 

K 

1881. 


i^heet. 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
«. 
10 
11 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
22 
0 


Capac- 
ity. 


143 
244 

95 
144 

55 
111 
218 

93 


Decree. 


125.83 
156.27 

72.54 
117.66 

47.06 

91.01 
182.35 

98.62 


Acres. 


4,540 
5,650 
1,650 
3,550 
1,480 
2,750 
8,120 
1,930 


Acre- 
feet. 


18.160 
22,600 

6,600 
14,200 

6,920 
11,000 
32,480 

7,720 


1882. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
13 


CaiMu;- 
ity. 


Decree. 


145 
250 

96 
lU 

60 
111 
232 
835 
185 


129.06 

162.57 

72.54 

117.66 

53.05 

91.01 

194.55 

6S3.18 

106.90 


Acres. 


4.630, 

1,«&0' 
3.5501 
1.670  1 
2,730' 
9.39) 
12,(0) 
2,79 


Total. 


197 


1,103 


891.33 


1883. 


29,670 


118,680 


213 


2,057 


1,680.48 


44,115 


1884. 


Sheet. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


Capac- 

ifir. 


Decree.    Acres. 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8- 
9. 
10 
11 


25 
^ 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
23 
0 


153 
25:3 
112 
144 
00 
114 
232 
836 
650 


139.83 
164.17 

fiA  Oft 

118.26 
53.05 
93.51 
194.55 
654.18 
507.12 


Acre- 
feet. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


4,930 
6,880 
2.005 
3,565 
1.670 
2,840 

9,aso 

19.000 
7,105 


19,720 
23,520 

8,020 
14,260 

6.680 
11,360 
37,280 
76.000 
28,420 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


Capac- 


153 
253 
112 
144 

00 
117 
250 
840 
710 

31 


Decree. 


189  83 
164.17 

00.  H) 
118.26 

58.05 

96.91 
206.15 
661.38 
658.62 

32.42 


4,990 
5,880 
2,006 
3,565 
1,670 
2,920 
9,750 
19,300 
7.496 
1,2?0 


Total. 


22:3      2.554 


2.013.65 


56,815 


225,260 


232 


2,670 


2,118.77  ;  58,786 


11^85. 

1886. 

Sheet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

4,930 
5,880 
2,005 
3,665 
1,670 
3,000 
9,760 
20,570 
7,496 
8,070 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acrea. 

1 

2 

25 
25 

1.53        139.83 
253        1<U  17 

19,720 
28.520 

8,020 
14.260 

6,680 
12.000 
89.000 
82,280 
29.980 
12,280 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
26 
25 
21 
0 

154 
265 
112 
147 
60 
120 
266 
008 
725 
837 

141.83 
166.97 

88.98 
121.00 

58.06 
108.78 
214.82 
724.04 
607.06 
8SSS.6B 

4,930 
6,080 
2,006 
a,  MO 
1,«0 
8,280 
10,000 
21«680 
7,700 
&.2ID 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
13 

112 
144 
60 
121 
260 
877 
710 
117 

88.98 
118.28 

53.05 
100.06 
206.15 
605.88 
556.62 
105.84 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Total.; 

238 

i  a,iw 

i2,2»).»& 

61,935  ,247,740 

\             \ 

246 

8.063 

2,507.25 

66,045 
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Summary^DUtriet  No.  i^O,  CoZorodo— Contintied. 


1887. 

1888. 

»t 

Koxn- 
ber  of 
ditoheft. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

19,880 

Nnm- 

berof 

ditches. 

Capac- 

• 

154 

Decree. 
141.38 

« 

Acres. 

Acpc- 
feet 

25 

154 

141.83 

4,970 

25 

4,970 

17,396 

25 

266 

168.97 

6,000 

24,120 

35 

356 

166.97 

6,000 

21,106 

25 

112 

88. 98 

2,005 

8,0SO 

25 

112 

88.98 

2,005 

7,015 

26 

147 

121.60 

3,640 

14,500 

25 

147 

131.60 

3,640 

12,740 

26 

00 

58.05 

1,070 

0,680 

25 

62 

53.85 

1,700 

6,ft50 

25 

132 

109.58 

3,830 

13,320 

25 

140 

116.99 

3,520 

12,320 

25 

261 

218.68 

10,200 

40,800 

25 

274 

230.99 

10,540 

38,800 

25 

948 

762.64 

22,660 

90,640 

25 

1.000 

790.64 

24,125 

8i,440 

.-.-.- 

25 

779 

606.86 

8,630 

34,520 

25 

1.239 

057.26 

15,750 

55,125 

■m  .a.. 

25 

578 

540.72 

8,780 

35,120 

25 

583 

568.12 

9,010 

31,585 

3 

14 

90.90 

700 

3,040 

15 

305 

615.40 

7,340 

25,600 

tal.. 

263 

3,440 

2,806.81 

72,675 

290,700 

2t& 

4,281 

3,837.08 

88,630 

310,206 

1880. 

1800. 

t 

ditches.     **y- 

Decree. 

Acre6. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Nam- 
ber  of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

"     * 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
26 
25 
36 
25 
25 
10 

154 

255 

112 

147 

63 

148 

278 

1,060 

1,800 

688 

476 

141.38 
106.07 

88.  Od 
121.60 

53.85 
128.60 
232.00 
849.44 
1,184.16 
668.12 
808.70 

4.070 

0,080 

2,005 

8,040 

1.700 

8,700 

10,020 

20,100 

17,100 

0,010 

12,600 

17,805 
21,105 

7.015 
12,740 

5.950 
18,160 
37,170 
91,360 
60,860 
31,635 
44,100 

25 
35 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
26 
16 

154 
255 

112 

147 

62 

155 

288 

1,155 

1,088 

695 

476 

141.33 
188.97 

88.98 
131.60 

53.86 
129.39 
339.49 
934.54 
1,622.64 
667.83 
893.70 

4.970 

6,030 

2,006 

3,640 

1,700 

3.900 

10,840 

39,0<J0 

26.825 

10,910 

12.600 

14.910 
18.000 

6,015 
10,920 

5,100 
11,880 
33,521 
87,000 
80,475 
32,730 
87,800 

tal.. 

266 

4.686 

4,360.83 

97,585 

841,370 

286 

5,4a5 

5,060.31   112,480 

337.440 

1891. 

1893. 

t. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity?^ 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capao- 

ityT^ 

j-rOcroo* 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

26 
26 
26 
26 
25 
25 
25 
26 
26 
26 
10 

154 

265 

112 

147 

62 

166 

288 

1,280 

1,998 

095 

470 

141.88 
166.97 

88.98 
121.60 

68.86 
128.39 
2d0.48 
976.54 
1,668.14 
607.82 
808.70 

4,970 

0,080 

2,005 

8,040 

1,700 

8,060 

10,840 

81,000 

66,335 

12,010 

83,100 

14,010 
18,000 

0,016 
10,920 

6,100 

11.880 

33.520 

93,000 

108.975 

d8,r<» 

99,300 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
35 
35 
25 
16 

154 

355 

113 

151 

66 

156 

388 

1.681 

2,000 

095 

470 

141.38 

166.97 

88.98 

120.30 

60.16 

130.60 

345.74 

1,270.24 

1,774.04 

667.82 

803.70 

4,070 

8,030 

2,005 

3,800 

1.756 

3,995 

10,840 

42,980 

76,500 

15,410 

48,400 

14,910 
18.090 

0,015 
11.400 

5,335 
11,985 
21,680 
85,980 
15:).  000 
30.830 
90,800 

tal.. 

260 

5,572 

5,137.81 

160,480 

499,440 

366 

0,0:^ 

5,661.76 

316,085 

455,925 

1803. 

1804. 

t. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

26 

154 

141.33 

4,970 

14,010 

25 

154 

141.33 

4,070 

14,010 

25 

255 

160.07 

0,000 

18,090 

35 

265 

106.07 

6,080 

18.000 

26 

112 

88.06 

2,905 

6,015 

25 

113 

88.06 

3^ 

6,016 

25 

151 

120.20 

8.800 

11,400 

25 

151 

126.20 

11.400 

25 

60 

60.16 

1,765 

5,265 

35 

66 

56.15 

1,755 

6.385 

25 

160 

130.60 

8,995 

11.085 

25 

156 

130.50 

3,095 

11,085 

26 

288 

245.74 

10.840 
42,000 

21.680 

25 

288 

245.74 

10,840 

17,345 

26 

1,881 

1,270.24 

85,060 

25 

1,681 

1,270.24 

43,9b0 

08,770 

25 

2,000 

1,774.04 

48,100 

86,200 

25 

2,000 

1,774.04 

31.800 

50,580 

25 

005 

007.82 

14,410 

28,820 

25 

605 

887.82 

13.410 

21,455 

---- 

10 

470 

808.70 

45,000 

01,800 

10 

478 

803.70 

^44,'^^^  i\,i5a» 

al.. 

960 

0,064 

1 

6,601.70 

179,786/ 

382,125 

260 

0,084 

\  5,»V.lft 

y<»,aM 

»\«n,^^ 
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Sutnmaru^IHstrict  No.  JiO  Colorcuio — CoxiimiiBcL 


Sheet. 


1 

2 

B 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Total 


1805. 


1896. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditchee. 

^§r 

Decree. 

• 

Acroik 

Acre- 
feet. 

Nnm- 

berof 

ditches. 

^r- 

DocroQ. 

25 

154 

141.83 

4.970 

14,910 

25 

154 

Ut83 

26 

266 

166.97 

6,000 

18,080 

25 

2B5 

168.97 

26 

112 

88.06 

2,005 

6.015 

25 

112 

88.98 

25 

151 

126.20 

3,800 

U.400 

26 

151 

126.20 

25 

66 

56.15 

1.756 

5.866 

25 

66 

56.15 

25 

156 

130.50 

3, 9B6 

11.986 

26 

156 

130.50 

26 

288 

245.74 

10,040 

25,100 

25 

268 

2i6.74 

26 

1,681 

1,270.24 

42,960 

08,855 

25 

1.681 

1.270.24 

25 

2,000 

1,774.04 

31,600 

72,680 

25 

2,000 

1.774.04 

26 

695 

667.82 

13,170 

30.290 

26 

095 

067.83 

16 

476 

808.70 

43,550 

100,166 

16 

470 

803.70 

266 

6.084 

5.661,76  164,795 

394.815 

206 

6,094 

5,66L7I6 

AerM. 


4.475 
8.160 
1.8EB 

3,  an 

1,545 

3.S» 

9.330 

36.515 

34.790 

1:2,  «I6 


139,795 


Estimate  of  areas  watered  under  large  canals. 


Year. 


1896, 

1895. 

1894 

1893 

1882 

1891 

1800 

1889 

1888 


Bxoel- 

dor. 

No.  153. 


AcreM, 
3,000 
3.500 
3,500 
3,500 
3,500 
3,500 
8,500 
3,280 


Bio 
Grande, 

No.  198. 


ACTM. 

80,340 
86,000 
36,000 
86,000 
36,000 
24,000 
22.000 
20,400 


Monte 

Vista, 

No.  20L 


Acre*, 

8,846 

10.600 

10,500 

12,009 

15,000 

15,000 

9.825 

9,150 


Ensnire, 
No.  214. 


Aerea. 
7,460 
10.000 
10,000 
15,000 
40,000 
80.000 
19.090 
4,000 


San  Lois 
Valle 
No 


I  2S3SD. 


Acres. 

7.500 

10.000 

10.000 

U.000 

80,000 

10.000 

5,000 

2,000 


Ooatllla, 
No.  239. 


Axres. 
l.OSO 
1,200 
1.600 
2.600 
3.500 
2,0U0 
1.000 
1,000 


Union. 
No.  254. 


Aerrs. 
34.185 
41,100 
4:^.000 
43.000 
45.000 
30.000 
20.000 
10.000 
5.000 


Summary — District  No,  21^  Colorado, 


Prior  to  1880; 

IHM). 

Acree 

Sheet. 

No.  of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet 

No.  of 
ditcbea. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

1 

25 

17 

0 

160 

168 

894.12 
296.96 

6,000 
6,900 

24.000 
27.600 

26 
28 

1 

160 

294.12 

6.  on 

2 

217 
5 

362.75 
7.20 

9^  on 

8 

UX 

Total... 

42 

888 

601.08 

12.900 

51,600 

51 

882 

684.07  !  15.1UC 

1881. 

1882: 

Sheet. 

No.  of 
ditches. 

Capac 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acrt»- 
feet. 

No.  of 
ditches. 

26 
26 

7 

57 

Capac^ 

Decree.    Actm 

1 

25 
25 

6 

160 

217 

54 

294.12 

382.75 

83.72 

6,000 
9,000 
2,800 

24,000 
36,000 
11,200 

160 

227 

60 

294.12 

409.96 

TKO; 

6,  on 

2 

».3K 

8 

3.00C 

Total. .- 

56 

431 

700.50 

17,800 

Ti.aoo 

447 

7881 1& 

18,30i: 

1883. 

1884. 

Sheet. 

* 

Naof 
ditches. 

Capac- 

ityT 

100 

227 

69 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Naof 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

ACTBR 

1 

25 

25 

9 

294.12 
409.96 
106.57 

6,000 
9.300 
4,600 

24,000 
87,200 
18,409 

25 
85 
10 

160 

247 

9t 

2^12 
486.26 

iau.80 

6.QQC 

2 

iQ.ao( 
6.ao( 

3 

Total... 

59 

466 

812.65 

19,900 

79,600 

60 

498 

911.18 

22,00[ 
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Summary^DUMet  No,  SI,  CotoradEo-^kiiitintied. 


1885. 

1886. 

leat 

No.  of 
ditches. 

Cavao- 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acnr- 
feet. 

No.  of 
ditchen. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Deoree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

.—.-.. 

86 
86 
13 

160 

847 
144 

894.18 
486.86 
889.18 

0,000 

10.000 

8.000 

84.  an 

40.000 
88.000 

25 
25 
16 

160 
847 
806 

894.12 
480.26 
885.15 

0,000 
10,000 
13.800 

81,000 
85,000 
46,560 

ytal... 

63 

651 

1,019.50 

24,000 

90,000 

66  ;       612 

t 

1,105.68 

29,800 

108,660 

1887. 

1888 

eat 

Nam- 

berof 

ditchea. 

^r 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
itor 

100 
884 
%5 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

85 
86 

19 

160 
884 
281 

880.75 
090.10 
667.68 

0,700 
12,800 
19,800 

80,100 
86,900 
57,600 

25 
86 
26 

800.75 
090.10 
820.70 

0.700 
12.800 
23.000 

80.1UO 
86,900 
00.000 

rotal. 

69 

785 

1,084.48 

38.800 

114.600 

75 

799 

1,877.07 

48,000 

186,000 

1889. 

1890. 

eet. 

Nam' 

her  of 

ditches. 

100 
284 
365 

Decree. 

Acres. 

0,700 
12,300 
83,000 

Acre- 
feet. 

80,100 
30,900 
09,000 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

180 
284 
365 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

25 
25 
26 

880.75 
090.10 
880.76 

85 
86 
26 

800.75 
<»0.10 
880.70 

7,000 
12,800 
^,200 

14,000 
25,000 

48,400 

rotal. 

75         799 

1,877.07 

42,000 

120.000 

75 

790 

l,8n.07 

44,000 

88,000 

1891. 

1892. 

Mi. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Oftpao- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

14,800 
86.800 
60,400 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

^r- 

Decree. 

Acres. 

7,800 
13,100 
24,700 

Acre- 
feet. 

26 
25 
85 

100 
884 
865 

360.75 
000.10 
880.70 

7,400 
13,400 

25,;i00 

25 
25 
25 

100 
284 
365 

300.75 
090.16 
820.70 

14,400 
86,200 
49,400 

'otal. 

75 

790 

1,877.07 

40,000 

92,000 

75 

799 

1,877.07 

45,000 

90,000 

1896. 

1894. 

»et. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

^r- 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

160 
284 
355 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

....... 

26 
25 
25 

100 
284 
355 

806.75 
090.16 
820.76 

7,000 
12,800 
24,200 

14,000 
25,600 
48,400 

25 
25 
85 

366.75 
690.16 
820.76 

6,700 
12,800 
28,000 

10,060 
18,450 
34,600 

«otal. 

75 

799 

1,877.67 

44,000 

88,000 

75 

799 

1,877.67 

42,000 

68,000 

1805. 

1896. 

mt. 

Nmn- 

berof 

ditches. 

^fy"" 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

X^'OCFOOa 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

....... 

25 
85 
85 

100 
284 
865 

360.75 
090.10 
880.70 

0,065 
12,080 
22,815 

20,230 
30,560 
68,270 

25 
25 
25 

100 
284 
855 

366.75 
690.16 
820.76 

6,066 
11,080 
20,805 

10,506 
7,265 

8,475 

•otal. 

75 

799 

1,877.07 

41,560 

109,060 

75 

799 

1,877.67 

37,040 

86,885 

DIBTBIBDTION    OF    WATERS    OF   THE   RIO   OaASDE. 
Simtmary — District  No.  £S,  Colorado. 


Prior  tnlseo. 

260 

IBWl 

BbMt. 

Hum- 
20 

Decrec. 

i.„.. 

Acre- 
fast. 

Nam- 
ber  (If 

Decree.  A<n 

m.so 

12.900 
10,000 

«,ouo 

Tot»l.. 

" 

UD 

1.U7.07 

as,  800 

111,300 

so 

4Ge 

l.aS.M  1  31.M 

18St, 



Num- 
ber ot 
.Htches. 

isai. 

Sheet. 

berof 
dltche.. 

C.P.C- 
ItJ. 

d™,. 

Act™. 

t™ 

''sr 

Decree.   Acn 

n 

1 

(B1.80 

12,800 
II.3U0 
1,100 

51,:mo 
as;  4110 

ST. 
25 

0 

2S0 

m'-Tt 

Total.. 

" 

M- 

1.08.64 

31,20. 

m,800l           50 

SM 

'■•»■•"  1^ 

Sheet. 

Hum- 

°K" 

Decree. 

Acres, 

& 

.S 

^r 

Decree. 

Act 

12 

56 

a».80 
moo 

13,000 
11,300 

'ffl 

ES,0UO 
24:400 

28 

25 
14 

2G2 

1 

025.80 

588.08 

m 

Total. 

87 

086 

1. 884.80 

44,400 

m,80o 

W 

708 

1,727. 18 

45. 

ISffi. 

1888 

Hheet. 

Nnm- 
l>eror 

dit«ho«. 

■mT 

Decree. 

Acre-. 
3.000 

lajuo 

Acre- 
feet. 

as. 000 

&z 

82. 400 

be™( 

iitchCB. 

2ffi 
173 

D«n«.lAcF 

i 

25 
17 

i 

HO 

825.80 

ai9.oo 

25 
25 
20 

1 

% 

Total.. 

- 

TO 

i.m..|».™ 

208,800  1          H 

SM 

2.1ia» 

I8HT.                                   j                                  I8M. 

Sheet. 

aS 

=?r 

""" 

Acres. 

Is 

18;  900 

teet. 

Nam- 
berof 
dlt<hee. 

tail      «9.t» 

2IS     eis.  12 

SS  I      687.40 

Act 

, 

se 

2S4 

n? 

265 

ts».m 

804- UK 
OT3.(«0 

53»no 

4U,4V0             25 
02,800             » 

!^ 

« 

Totol.. 

w 

938 

.»,» 

57, 4W 

22»,aO|         108  j    1.00b[2.I»1,*2    ». 

DISTRIBUTION  OF   WATERS  OF  THE   RIO   GRANDE. 
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Sutnrnarff — District  No,  22 j  Colorado — Continued. 


1889. 

1800. 

et 

ditches,     "y- 

2a         ^4 
25  i       229 
25  '       234 
25          272 
7           46 

Decree. 

Acres. 

13,800 
12,000 
16,000 
17,700 
1,000 

Acre- 
feet. 

63,200 
48,000 
64.000 
70,800 
4,000 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

CapMc- 

264 
229 
234 
272 
45 

Decree. 

683.80 

646.12 

500.40 

1,040.10 

68.00 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet 

633.80 

646.12 

589.40 

1.087.10 

68.00 

25 
25 
26 
25 

7 

18.800 
12,000 
16,000 
17,700 
1,000 

89,900 
86.000 
48,00.) 
53.10) 
3,000 

>tal.. 

107  1    1,034  i  2,974.42 

60,000 

240,000 

1(W 

1,034 

2,978.42 

60,000 

180,000 

1801. 


1892. 


«t 


ital 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

26 
25 
25 
25 

7 

264 
289 
234 
272 
46 

107 

1,034 

Decree. 


683.80 

646.12 

600.40 

1.040.10 

68.00 

2,978.42 


Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

12.500 
11,000 
16,  (CO 
15,600 
900 

87,600 
33,000 
45,000 
46,800 
2,700 

56,000 

165,000 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


Capac-! 
ity.    ! 


Decree.  >  Acres. 


26 
25 
25 
25 

7 


107 


264 
229 
234 
272 
45 


1,084 


683.80 

646.12 

500.40 

1,040.10 

68.00 


11.200 
10.000 
18,600 
14,500 
800 


2.978.42     50,000 


Acre- 
feet. 


33,000 
30,000 
40,500 
48,500 
2,400 


150,000 


1893. 

1894. 

it. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 

254 
229 
234 
2?i 
45 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

x-/ocrp©« 

Acres. 

Acre- 
foet. 

1     1     I     I     1 
•     I      1      1      1 

25 
25 
26 
25 
7 

683.80 

646.12 

590.40 

1,040.10 

68.00 

10,000 

9,000 

12,500 

12,700 

800 

30,000 
27,000 
37,600 
88,100 
2,400 

25 
26 
25 
25 

7 

264 
229 
234 
272 
45 

683.80 

646.12 

500.40 

1,040.10 

68.00 

11,200 
10,000 
13,500 
14,500 
800 

28,000 
25,000 
83,750 
36,250 
2,000 

'tal.. 

107 

1,064 

2.978.42 

45,000 

186,000 

107 

1,084 

2,978.42 

50,000 

125,000 

1805. 

1896. 

t. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

12,600 
11.000 
15,000 
15,000 
900 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

25 

25 
25 

25 

7 

264 
229 
234 
272 
45 

633.80 

646.12 

590.40 

1,040.10 

68.00 

37,500 
33,000 
45,000 
46,800 
2,700 

25 
26 
25 
25 

7 

254 
220 
234 
272 
46 

688.80 

646.12 

500.40 

1,040.10 

68.00 

13,456 
11,906 
16,250 
17,890 
1,085 

86,600 
21,816 
18,880 
19,220 

i.no 

•tal.. 

107 

1,084 

2,978.42 

56,000 

165.000 

107 

1,084 

2,978.42 

60,625 

96,285 

Summary — District  No,  26^  Colorado, 


Prior  to  1880. 

1880. 

It. 

ditches.:    "y* 

Decree. 

Acres. 

7,600 

16,800 

5,200 

2,800 

660 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capao- 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

26 
25 
25 
25 

8 

446 
556 
360 
170 
56 

152.30 

336.38 

104.41 

56.61 

13.06 

30,400 
67.200 
20.800 
11,200 
2,600 

26 
25 
25 
25 
21 
0 

446 
668 
364 
170 
141 

162.80 

380.88 

106.41 

65.61 

28.40 

7,600 
17,000 
6,300 
2,800 
1,400 

30,400 
68,000 
21,200 
11,200 
6,600 

fcal.. 

108 

1,687 

661.76 

38,060 

132,200 

121 

1,680 

682.10 

34,100     L%,400 

124 
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Summary^  Distriet  No,  25 y  Co/orado— <k>ntii»ied. 


Sheet 


1 
2 
8 
4 

6 
6 
7 


1881. 


1883. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


Capac- 
ity. 


25 
25 
25 
26 
25 
8 


446 
568 
364 
178 
167 
45 


Total. 


133  I    1,768 


Decree. 


162.30 

880.38 

106.41 

57.61 

40.80 

9.76 


706.20 


Acres. 


7,600 
17,000 
5,300 
2.900 
2,060 
480 


35,340 


Acre- 
feet. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


30.400 
68,000 
21,200 
11,600 
8.800 
1,960 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
12 
0 


141.360 


137 


Capac- 
ity. 


Decree.  ,  Acras. 


k 


646  I 
568  j 
364  i 
185  ! 
167  • 
95  ! 


158.50 

3».38 

106.41 

60.01 

40.80 

11.88 


8,a« 

17,0(10 

5.300 

3,000 

S.Q90 

QUO 


2.025  I    m.u  .  ;fi,«o  1 1 


Sheet. 


1 .... 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

Total. 


1883. 

1884. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

068 
580 
864 
185 
167 
105 

Xi^ocro^* 

Acres. 

8,260. 
17,350 
6.30O 
3,000 
2,060 
850 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

668 

603 
385 

190 

in 

156 
10 

Decree. 

Acres. 

25 
25 
25 
26 
25 
16 
0 

166.30 

346.88 

106.41 

60.01 

40.80 

16.88 

33,040 
60.400 
21,200 
12,000 
8,200 
3.400 

26 
25 
» 
25 
25 
25 
2 

172.50 

358.88 

112.71 

62.81 

41.80 

27.28 

6.80 

8.600  ' 
17,«0 
5,690 
3.140; 
2,100  1 
1,380  1 
350 

141 

2,060 

736.28 

36,810 

147,240 

• 

152 

2,173 

782.78 

39,120 

1885. 

Sheet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

^sr- 

Decree. 

Acres. 

8.600 
17,950 
5.630 
3,140 
2,100 
1,500 
530 

Acre- 
feet 

1 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
6 

658 
603 
385 
190 
171 
160 
21 

172.50 
358.88 
112.71 
62.81 
41.80 
30.48 
10.60 

84,400 

71.800 

22.520 

12,560 

8,400 

6,000 

2,120 

2 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

Total.. 

156 

2,188 

789.78 

89,460 

167,800 

188a 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


25 
25 
26 
25 
26 
25 
9 


Cfg^    Dece. 


159 


668 

172.50 

AOH 

982.08 

3H5 

112.71 

208 

64.61 

171 

41.80 

160 

30.48 

33 

15.90 

Acres. 


8.600 
18,100 

5.«ao 

3,200 

2,100 

1.500 

800 


2,218  i      800.08  j  39.980 


1887. 


Sheet. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


1.. 
2.. 
8.. 
4.. 
5.. 
6.. 
7,. 


26 

26 
26 
25 
25 
25 
12 


Capac- 
ity. 


668 
628 
800 
208 
171 
160 
70 


Total. 


162  I    2,280 


Decree. 


172.50 
JJ75.94 
114.21 
64.61 
41.80 
30.48 
21.00 


820.54 


Acres. 


8.600 
18.800 
6,700 
3,200 
2,100 
1,500 
1.050 


40.960 


Acre- 
feet. 


84,400 

76,200 

22,800 

12.800 

8,400 

6,000 

4,200 


163,800 


iBfX). 


Num- 
ber of 
ditchea 


\Z^     Decree.   Acres. 


25 
26 
28 
25 
26 
19 


169 


686 
648 
434 
2U8 
171 
160 
94 


2,406 


191.50 
302.94 
117.01 
64.61 
41.80 
33.98 
30.44 


9.600 
19. «» 
S.8S0 
8.200 
2,109 
1,7TO 
1,500 


872.28  i  43.000 


1889. 


189a 


Sheet. 


1 
2 
8 
4 
6 
6 
7 


Total. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


Capac- 
ity. 


Decree. 

Acres. 
9.600 

I  Acre- 
feet. 

88,400 

Num- 
ber of 
ditchea. 

25 

°?r 

Decree. 
191.50 

Acres. 

191.50 

686 

9.600 

436.74 

21,800 

87,200 

25 

682 

48S.74 

21,800 

117.01 

5,850 

23,400 

^1 

434 

117.01 

6.6S0 

64.61 

8,200 

12,800 

25 

208 

64.61 

S.20D 

41.80 

2,100 

8,400 

26 

171 

il.80 

2.100 

33.98 

1,700 

6,800 

26 

160 

83.98 

1,760 

88.64 

1,700 

6,800 

21 

101 

88.64 

1,700 

V      *Vi.\fe 

\^,«ft 

Y^,^^ 

\       \TV 

\t.4B6 

919.18 

45»9a> 
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Summarj^ — District  No,  55,  Colorado— CaoHnueA, 


1891. 

1892. 

It 

Num- 
ber *>f 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acrea. 

Acre* 

feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Aore- 

feet. 

«       •       t       <       •       1       • 

25 
25 
25 
25 
26 
25 
21 

171 

686 
602 
434 

20B 
171 
160 
125 

191.50 
486.74 
117.01 
04.61 
41.80 
83.98 
83.54 

9,000 
21,800 
5.860 
3,200 
2,100 
1,700 
2,500 

28,800 
65,400 
17,560 
9,600 
6,300 
5,100 
7.600 

25 
25 
26 
25 
26 
25 
21 

171 

686 
602 
484 
208 
171 
169 
146 

191.50 
486.74 
117.01 
64.61 
41.80 
33.96 
33.54 

9,600 
21,800 
5.850 
3,200 
2.100 
1,700 
3,300 

28.800 
65,400 
17,550 

9,  era 

6,300 
5,liJQ 
9,900 

tal.. 

2.480        919.18 

1 

40,750 

140,  J0O 

2,501 

919.18 

47,560     142,06(1 

i 

t.         Num- 
;  berof 
[ditehea. 

1898. 

1894. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

686 
602 
484 
208 
171 
160 
146 

Decree. 

191.50 
486.74 
117.01 
04.61 
41.80 
88.98 
83.54 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

25 

26 

1          25 

25 
26 

1          25 

;       21 

1 

686 
606 
484 
208 
171 
100 
146 

191.50 
486.74 
117.01 
04.61 
41.80 
38.98 
33.54 

9,800 
21,800 
5,700 
3,100 
2,060 
1,660 
3,200 

27.900 
68.000 
17,100 
9,800 
6,150 
4,960 
9,600 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
21 

9,000 
20,500 
5,500 
3,060 
2,000 
1,600 
3,100 

22.600 
51,25(J 
13,750 
7,625 
5,000 
4,000 
7,750 

tal..          171 

2,501 

919.18 

40,200 

188.600 

171 

2,601 

919.18 

44,750 

111,875 

1895. 

1890. 

t 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

25 
25 
25 

§ 

25 

21 

^«r 

Decree. 

Acres. 

9,185 
19,360 
5.280 
2,810 
1.910 
1.520 
2,906 

Aore- 

feet 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

^r- 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

686 
682 
484 
803 
171 
109 
140 

191.60 
486.74 
117.01 
04.61 
41.80 
33  98 
38.54 

86,195 
70,755 
20.965 
9.930 
7,000 
4,826 
8,745 

26 
25 
25 
25 
26 
26 
21 

686 
692 
484 
208 

171 
160 
146 

191.60 
486.74 
117.01 
04.01 
41.80 
88.98 
83.54 

9,875 
21.305 
5,790 
8,125 
1,910 
1,585 
3.205 

24,345 
55,005 
14,05.) 
8,110 
4,980 
4.870 
0,660 

Ml. 

m 

2,601 

919.18 

42,940 

101,975 

171 

2,501 

919.18 

40,205     i;8,100 

1 

Summartf — District  No.  26^  Colorado, 


*• 

Prior  to  1880. 

• 

1880. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

; 

ity.    i  D®*'*'®®- 

Acres. 

4,800 
3,800 
4,060 
2.200 
1,800 

Acre- 
feet. 

.  12,900 

11.400 

12,150 

6,000 

8,900 

Num- 
ber of 
ditehea 

287 

.   171 

290 

211 

131 

GO 

Decree. 

108.18 
94.12 

101.00 
54.92 
41.90 
16.20 

Acres. 

4,300 
8,800 
4,060 
2,200 
1,680 
650 

Aero 
feet. 

»  •  '  • 

25 
25 
25 
25 

17 
0 

287 

171 

200 

211 

OB 

108.18 
94.12 

101.00 
54.92 
82.40 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
5 

12,000 

11.400 

12,150 

6.000 

5,040 

1,960 

al.. 

117 

1,002 

89(;.62 

|15,060 

46,960 

180 

1,090 

416.82 

16,680 

60,  OM 

UlSTBIHUTION    OP   WATERS   OF   THE    RIO   GRANDE. 
Summary — Diatriet  No.  S6,  Colorado — Continued. 


'Si.  ' 


i 

—3 


1881. 

wt 

Sheet. 

.s. 

^■ 

Decree. 

.^. 

tsr 

£1 

i 

^.. 

» 

IS 

1 

83 

UB.L8 

i«e!w 

l,«» 

12.300 

1 

i 

0 

1US18      I 

II 

Totsl.. 

13» 

1.18B 

W1.1S 

IT.CTO 

U,81D 

141 

1.187 

(U.M 

" 

IMS. 

1884. 

Sheet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

"ter 

»™. 

^ 

(est. 

dltchefL 

°Tr- 

- 

Ac 

7 

1 

1 

108.  IB 
M.IX 

11 

i!aa 

4,300 
2.^ 

18,900 
is! OHO 

e,eso 

2S 

1 

237 

1 

53 

108  18 

m 

i; 

Tot«i.. 

Ul 

1,278 

MT.Te 

IB 

58.175 

181 

.,» 

«.,06 

188S. 

1886. 

Bh«t, 

Hom- 
berol 
dltehea 

■^ 

Dncree. 

^ 

is- 

Noni- 
berot 
ditchee. 

Vtj. 
171 

1 

Decree.  |A 

i 

1 
1 

IW.W 
M.fti 

44.30 

8:«n 

4,880 

5S 

fS 

s 

i 

i 

118.80 

H.ce 

g:S 

St.  80 

Tot»l.. 

■  IBS 

'••" 

GIG.  88 

K,Wt, 

ai,M» 

188 

1.380 

t80:u|21 

1887. 

1888. 

Sheet. 

dltfthes. 

<?r 

.^. 

Aftrea. 

te 

Si 

■^r 

Decree. 

.. 

25 

ear 

1 

2S 

11 

14.30 

IIB.40 
8.80 

U,900 

iG 

1 

US 

47 

II 

15.80 

S 

4 
1 

\ 

1 

T„„. 

isa 

1.481 

U4.ie 

ffl,m 

8a,8l» 

1B4 

1.50. 

581,78 

2! 
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Siimmary^I>b/tT%dt  U^M^Colorado — Contmned. 


1889. 

1890. 

It 

ber  of 
ditches. 

D«orM. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

°?€r 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

••*•*« 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
9 

287 
171 
324 
211 
184 
226 
150 
47 

108.18 
94.12 

118.80 
64.08 
44.80 
68.44 
68.40 
16.60 

4.800 
8,800 
4,680 
2,200 
1.770 
2,600 
2,760 
625 

12,900 
11,400 
18,680 
8,800 
6,810 
7,600 
8,250 
1,876 

26 
26 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
9 

287 
171 
824 

211 
194 
286 
169 
47 

108.18 
94.12^ 

118.80 
54.08 
44.80 
62.44 
68.40 
15.60 

4,800 
8,800 
4,6fl0 
2,200 
1,770 
2,500 
2,750 
625 

8,600 
7,800 
9,120 
4,400 
8,510 
5,000 
5,600 
1,250 

>tal. 

184 

1,609 

561.76 

22,606 

67,515 

184 

1,600 

561.76 

22,606 

45.010 

1891. 


t 

Num- 

ber of 

ditches. 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

9 

tal.. 

184 

i^ 


237 
171 
324 
211 
184 
286 
109 
47 


Decree. 


1,609 


108.18 
94.12 

113.80 
54.92 
44.80 
82.44 
68.40 
15.60 


661.76 


Acres. 


Acre* 
feet. 


4,100 
3,600 
4,840 
2,090 
1,680 
2,370 
2,660 
600 


21,430 


8,200 
7,200 
8,680 
4,180 
8,360 
4,740 
5,300 
1,200 


42,860 


1892. 


Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
26 
9 


184 


Capso- 
ity. 


287 
171 
324 
211 
134 
288 
150 
47 


1.500 


Decree. 


Acres. 


106.18 
94.12 

118.80 
54.92 
44.30 
62.44 
68.40 
15.60 


561.76 


8,900 
8,400 
4,110 
1,960 
1,600 
2,250 
2,500 
660 


Acre- 
feet. 


7,800 
6,800 
8.220 
8.980 
3,180 
4,500 
6,000 
1,120 


20,290 


40,580 


1 

1888. 

1894. 

t. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

°?^ 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

1 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
0 

287 
171 
324 
211 
184 
226 
159 
47 

108.18 
94.12 

118.80 
54.02 
44.80 
62.44 
68.40 
15.60 

3,700 
8.800 
8,880 
1,870 
1,600 
2,130 
2.350 
530 

7,400 
6,400 
7,760 
8,740 
8,000 
4,200 
4,700 
1,060 

25 
35 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
9 

237 
171 
824 
211 
134 
226 
150 
47 

108.18 
94.12 

118.80 
54.92 
44.30 
62.44 
68.40 
15.60 

3,500 
3,000 
8,660 
1,760 
1,410 
2,  COO 
2,200 
500 

5,260 
4,500 

5,475 
2.640 
2,115 
3.000 
3,300 
750 

tal.. 

184 

1,509 

661.76 

19,160 

38,380 

184 

1,509 

561.76 

18.020 

27,080 

1896. 

1896. 

t. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Capac- 
ity. 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

Num- 
ber of 
ditches. 

Ckpao- 

Decree. 

Acres. 

Acre- 
feet. 

t   1   1   1   1   ■  1  • 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
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CORRESPONDENCE   TOUCHING    THE    NEGOTIATION   OF  A 

TREATS  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO 

FOR  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  AN  INTERNATIONAL 

DAM  IN  THE  RIO  GRANDE. 


[Tnmdatioii.] 


Mexican  Legation, 

Washington^  December  19^  1896, 

Mr.  F^ecretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  has  authorized  me  to  sign  with  you  a  convention  in 
the  sense  of  the  report  subscribed  by  the  commissioners  of  Mexico 
and  of  the  United  States  upon  the  International  River  Boundary 
Commission,  concerning  the  construction  of  an  international  dam  on 
the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  (Rio  Grande),  and  the  equitable  distribution 
of  the  waters  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  exeention 
of  that  work  and  assuring  the  reciprocal  rights  of  the  two  nations. 
Be  pleased  to  accept,  etc. 

M.   ROHEBO. 

Mr.  Richard  Olney. 


[Tnuwlation.] 


Mexican  Legation, 
Washington,  December  29, 1896. 

Mr.  Secretary:  In  the  note  which  I  addressed  to  you  on  the  19tli 
instant  I  informed  you  that  the  Gk)vemment  of  Mexico  had  authorized 
me  to  sign  with  you  a  convention  in  the  sense  of  the  report  made  by 
the  commissioners  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States  in  the  Interna- 
tional River  Boundary  Commission  concerning  the  construction  of  an 
international  dam  on  the  Rio  Bravo  (Rio  Grande)  and  the  equitable 
distribution  of  the  waters  thereof  to  the  end  of  providing  for  the  exe- 
cution of  that  work  and  securing  the  reciprocal  rights  of  the  two 
nations. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  just  received  a 
copy  of  the  report  in  question,  and  that,  consequently,  if  that  report 
shall  have  had  the  approval  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  if,  in  the  view  of  putting  it  in  practical  shape,  you  desire  that  I 
prepare  a  draft  of  a  convention,  I  shall  be  glad  to  do  so  as  soon  as  I 
receive  an  intimation  from  you. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  etc.,  M.  Rombbo. 

Hon.  Richard  Olney. 
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0. 199.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  -4,  1897. 

^:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
B  29th  nltiino,  in  which  yon  state  that  yon  are  ready  to  prepare  a 
>ject  of  a  convention  providing  for  an  international  dam  on  the  Rio 
ande  for  the  equitable  distribution  of  its  waters  upon  receiving 
tice  from  this  Department. 

n  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  a  draft  convention  as  proposed 
old  be  exceedingly  valuable  and  would  probably  greatly  facilitate 
)6equent  negotiations.  I  must  add,  however,  that  in  preparing  to 
er  into  negotiations  the  Department  has  found  the  subject  embar- 
sed  by  greatly  perplexing  complications  arising  out  of  reservoir 
US,  etc.,  either  already  built  or  authorized  through  the  concurrent 
ion  of  the  Federal  and  State  authorities.    Just  what  legal  validity 

0  be  imputed  to  such  grants  of  authority,  or  in  what  way  structures 
ipleted  or  begun  are  to  be  dealt  with,  are  questions  under  careful 
estigation  and  which  must  be  disposed  of  before  the  United  States 

1  be  in  a  condition  to  negotiate. 

Accept,  etc.,  Richard  Olney. 

efior  Don  M.  Romero. 


Mexican  Legation, 

Washington^  January  5, 1897. 

fR.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
ir  note  of  yesterday,  No.  199,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  state  to 

in  reply  to  my  note  of  December  29,  1896,  that  in  order  that  the 
ited  States  be  in  a  situation  to  negotiate  in  regard  to  the  construc- 
1  of  a  dam  for  an  equitable  distribution  of  the  waters  of  the  River 
ivo  del  Norte  they  need  first  to  examine  the  validity  of  the  con- 
sions  made  by  the  Federal  Government  and  the  governments  of 

States  for  the  construction  of  dams  in  the  said  river,  and  you 
icate  at  the  same  time  that  a  draft  of  a  convention  for  that  pur- 
e  would  be  useful  and  would  probably  greatly  facilitate  subse- 
mt  negotiations. 

n  virtue  of  that  indication  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  copy 
a  draft  of  convention  that  I  have  made  in  accordance  with  the 
tructions  of  my  Grovernment,  in  which  I  have  endeavored  to  recast 

recommendations  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Intei'national 
iX^v  Boundary  Commission  of  November  25,  1896.  I  have  already 
emitted  this  draft  to  the  Government  of  Mexico,  but  for  the  pur- 
e  that  it  may  serve  as  the  basis  of  the  negotiations  and  probably 
idvance  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Lt  first  view  the  concessions  made  by  the  United  States  in  conf  orm- 
with  the  report  of  the  mixed  commission  would  seem  to  be  great, 
:  when  this  matter  is  examined  under  all  its  aspects  the  importance 
those  concessions  is  much  lessened,  taking  into  account  the  foUow- 
:  considerations: 

rirst.  Since  the  lack  of  water  in  the  River  Bravo  del  Norte  at  cer- 
a  months  in  the  year  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mexican  shore,  in  the 
rt  comprising  the  district  of  Paso  del  Norte,  have  decreased  almost 
per  cent,  as  a  population  of  18,630  has  been  reduced  to  8,814. 
^ond.  That  the  loss  of  public  wealth  in  the  last  ten  years  has 
in  $22,840,000,  and  that  of  private  individuals  112,845,000,  the  two 
318  amounting  to  a  total  of  135,685,000. 
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Third.  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  espe 
the  State  of  Colorado,  have  obtained  ^eat  advantages  throuf 
use  of  the  waters  in  Colorado,  since  the  Federal  Government  hai 
able  to  sell  millions  of  acres  of  lands  which  are  irrigated  by  the  ? 
of  the  River  Bravo  del  Norte  and  its  tributaries,  and  the  popu 
of  the  State  of  Colorado  has  increased  fivefold  in  a  period  of  f 
years. 

Fourth.  That  the  work  indicat«d  will  profit  in  equal  degn 
citizens  of  Mexico  and  of  the  Unit.ed  Stat«s. 

The  weight  of  these  considerations  is  much  enhanced  if  it  is 
into  account  that  if  the  reasons  which  I  have  pointed  out  dj 
exist  and  the  work  were  to  be  constructed  by  both  Govemmenl 
cost  of  only  one-half  would  be  payable  by  Mexico,  so  that  A 
receives  for  the  damages  suffered  by  her  citizens,  not  the  total 
of  the  work,  but  that  of  one-haLf. 

Accept,  etc.,  M.  RoiG 


[TnuislatloD.1 

The  Govenunent  of  the  United  Statea  of  Mexico  and  the  OoTemmenl 

United  States  of  America,  wishing  to  put  an  end  in  a  friendly  and  eqnilAbl 
ner  to  the  controversy  arising  from  th^  ose  in  the  State  of  Colorado  and  t, 
ritory  of  New  Mexico  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  and  its  tribi 
conatitnting  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  cwnntriea  from  Paso  del  N 
its  mouth  in  the  Qalf  of  Mexico,  owing  to  which  nse  the  people  living 
banks  below  Paeo  del  Nort«,  who  had  a  prior  right  to  these  waters  from 
used  tliem  in  the  irrigation  of  their  lands  for  nearly  foor  hundred  year 
been  deprived  of  them,  as  it  ftpi>ear9  that  that  part  of  the  said  river  betn 
Paso  and  the  Conchoa  River  is  left  without  water  during  several  montbfl 
year,  and  as  the  freshets  occasion  changes  by  avulsion  and  erosion,  giving 
freiiuent  dispatea  and  diCQcuttiee,  have  agreed,  after  conaidering  the  report 
special  mixed  commisBion  appointed  to  investigate  this  subject  and  to  sa 
fair  settlement  securing  the  mutual  rights  of  the  two  coantriee  int«re( 
conclude  a  convention  for  that  porpoee,  and  have  appointed  their  ree 
pi  enipotentiaries: 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico:  Matiaa  Romero,  envorexl 
nary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  at  Waeh 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America;  Richard  Olney,  Seen 
State  of  the  United  States  of  America; 

Who,  after  showing  each  other  their  respective  fnll  powers,  and  findini 
in  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed  npon  the  following  articlee: 

Article  L 

To  attain  the  ende  mentioned  in  the  preamble  to  this  convention,  an  i: 
tional  dam  shall  be  constmcted  in  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  within  as  sboi 

as  possible,  not  exceeding years,  about  three  miles  above  El  Paso, 

miles  long  and  about  three  and  a  half  miles  wide,  in  the  maimer  and  ui 
conditions  proposed  by  the  mixed  commission. 

ASTICLE   II. 

.  .     - n  the  State  of  Colorado  I 

Territory  of  New  Mexico,  the  GJovemment  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri 
bear  all  the  expenses  necessary  for  the  construction  of  the  dam  in  the  mam 
posed  in  the  opinion  of  the  special  commission,  and  will  cede  to  the  Qovei 
of  Mexico  the  territory  referred  te  in  Article  III  of  this  oonventioiL 

ARTICI.E  ni. 

^  In  order  that  the  dam  the  conatrnction  of  which  is  provided  for  by  this  c 
tion  may  have  a  real  international  character — that  is  to  say,  that  it  msv 
Btructed  upon  the  diviflinn  \\ii6\>B\.NiBBiiUm  two  countries — the  United  SI 
America  agrees  to  ccAq  "ia  1A»iiQa  koi;^  ^«trAcfr3  «&  -rnvj  loft  ihidijijijiiiJ", 


DISTRIBUTION    OP   WATERS   OF   THE   RIO   GRANDE.  181 

Koording  to  the  report  of  the  special  mixed  commission,  will  not  exceed  100  acres,  • 
in  order  that  the  southern  side  of  the  dam  may  be  in  Mexican  territory. 

The  Gk>yemment  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  will  recognize  and  respect,  in 
oeded  territory,  the  rights  granted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of 
imerica  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  on  that  part  of  its  track  pass- 
ing through  the  territory  ceded. 

Article  IV. 

The  Gtoyemment  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  will  appoint  such  officer  or 
agents  as  it  may  deem  exx)edient  to  superintend  the  construction  of  the  dam.  in 
Rder  that  it  may  be  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  convention  and  the 
specifications  of  the  work. 

Abticlb  V. 

Half  of  the  water  contained  in  the  dam  shall  belong  to  each  of  the  oontractiujg 
parties,  and  each  shall  appoint  a  commissioner  and  such  other  employees  as  it 
3iay  think  necessary  to  arrange  the  equal  apportionment  of  the  water,  and  to  see 
■hat  what  is  left,  in  case  either  or  both  the  Governments  do  not  consume  the  half 
3eIonging  to  them,  is  disposed  of  in  such  a  way  that  the  dam  will  be  emptied  and 
Sled  with  regularity,  and  that,  so  far  as  possible,  a  uniform  current  will  be  main- 
auned  in  the  river,  so  as  to  prevent  changes  in  its  bed  by  erosion  or  avulsion.  In 
kmbtful  cases,  the  decision  of  the  two  commissioners  shall  be  iregarded  as  bind- 
Bg  upon  both  Governments  unless  one  of  them  shall  disai)prove  it  within  one 
uoQth,  in  which  case  the  two  Gk>vemments  shall  take  cognizance  of  the  matter 
Iwmselves,  and  decide  it  amicably  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  them  just 
ad  expedient. 

The  same  course  shall  be  adopted  when  the  commissioners  disagree  as  to  the 
loint  causing  the  doubt  or  dispute,  in  which  case  each  commissioner  shall  draw 
ip  his  opinion  in  writing  and  present  it  to  his  own  Government. 

Article  VI. 

To  prevent  new  appropriations  of  water  which  might  still  more  diminish  the 
dnme  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  hereafter,  and  thereby  prevent  the  passage  of 
be  water  necessary  to  fill  the  dam  to  which  this  convention  refers,  the  G^vem- 
Jksnt  of  the  United  States  of  America  binds  itself  to  issue  the  necessary  regula- 
lqhs,  and  to  apply,  if  necessary,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America 
or  legislation  to  prevent  the  construction  of  new  works  or  canals  on  the  Rio 
Ksravo  del  Norte  and  its  tributaries,  on  that  part  passing  through  the  territory  of 
be  United  States  of  America,  or,  if  they  are  constructed,  to  prevent  tbe  volume 
f  water  being  diminished  to  such  an  extent  that  it  will  not  supply  the  daiu.  and 
E>  institute  prompt  and  efficacious  legal  proceedings  to  prevent  tne  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  this  convention. 

Article  VIL 

The  two  Governments  shall  appoint  a  mixed  commission  of  engineers  to  lay  off 
be  dividing  line  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Article  111  of  this  conven- 
|on,  and  the  line  run  by  that  commission  shall  be  regarded  hereafter  as  the  dividing 
bie  between  the  two  countries. 

Article  VIII. 

In  compensation  for  the  expenses  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of 
Unerica  has  to  undergo  in  the  construction  of  the  dam,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
session  of  territory  referred  to  in  Article  III  of  this  convention,  the  Government 
■^  the  United  States  ot  Mexico  regards  as  satisfied  all  claims  of  Mexican  citi/ens 
l^ainst  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  arising  from  the  want  of 
^ter  in  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  caused  by  the  taking  of  water  in  the  State  of 
-olorado  and  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  and  exx)ects  no  indemnity  for  such 
■^mage. 

Article  IX. 

The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified  by  the  two  parties  in  accordance  with 
<^«ir  respective  constitutional  procedure,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchansred 
^  Washington  as  sx)n  as  x>OBsible. 

In  witness  whereof  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  qai^  %^\)\<^^ 
b«  same. 

Xkme  in  duplicate  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  Spaniab  au^  ^tl^Vs^  ^»Xk.• 

^Uages,  this day  of ,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-seveii. 

0.  tMoe.  HI 57 


Department  of  State,  I  would  remark  that  the  modifications 
Articles  II,  III,  VI,  and  VIII,  and  that,  as  already  stated,  they 
of  additions  and  alterations  of  mere  form,  the  object  of  whic 
make  it  clearer  and  more  conformable  to  the  reconimendationfi 
International  Water  Boundary  Commission. 
Be  pleased  to  accept,  etc., 

M.KOM 
Hon.  Richard  Olnbt. 


The  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  and  the  Qovemmen 
United  States  of  America,  desiring  to  settle  in  a  friendly  and  equitahle 
i    ^  ,  the  qneetion^  which  has  grown  out  of  the  use,  in  the  State  of  Colorado  and 

^  *  ritory  of  New  Mexico,  of  the  water  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  and  its 

ries— the  said  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  forming  the  boundary  line  hetween 

countries  from  El  Paso  del  Norte  to  the  point  where  it  empties  into  the 

Mexico,  by  the  use  of  which  water  the  inhabitants  of  the  river  banks 

below  El  Paso  del  Norte  have  been  deprived  of  that  water  for  seven 

although  they  had  a  prior  claim,  owing  to  their  having  used  it  in  irriffati 

\  lands  for  nearl^r  four  hundred  years,  the  result  being  that  the  part  of  sa 

•  which  is  comprised  between  El  Paso  and  the  Conchos  River  is  without  ^ 

'  several  months  in  the  year,  and  the  freshets  cause  changes  through  avula 

p  erosion  which  give  rise  to  frequent  questions  and  difficulties— have  agrei 

I  hearing  the  report  of  the  special  mixed  commission  appointed  to  exam 

matter  and  propose  such  an  equitable  settlement  as  may  secure  the  re 
rights  of  the  two  countries  interested,  to  conclude  a  convention  for  that  ] 
and  have  appointed  as  their  respective  plenipotentiaries: 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  Matias  Romero,  envoy^ 
dinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  at  v^ 
ton;  and 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Richard  Olney,  Seer 
State  of  the  United  States  of  America; 

Who.  having  shown  each  other  their  respective  full  powers  and  foxmd  i 
be  in  good  ana  due  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles: 


A  TirwrvrvT  ■w»     T 
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Abticlb  ni. 

order  that  the  dam  whose  constmction  is  provided  for  by  this  conventioii 
be  of  a  truly  international  character — that  is  to  say,  that  it  may  be  built  on 
oundary  line  between  the  two  coimtries— the  United  States  of  Ajnerica  agree 
!e  to  Mexico  such  portion  of  territory  as  may  be  necessary,  which,  according 
e  report  of  the  special  mixed  commission,  will  not  exceed  100  acres,  so  that 
mthwest  side  of  the  dam  may  be  in  Mexican  territory. 
3  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  shall  recognize  and  respect  in 
»ded  territory  the  rights  granted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of 
ica  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  (Company  on  that  part  of  their  line 
ti  passes  through  the  ceded  territory. 

Abticlb  IV. 

3  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  shall  appoint  such  officer  or 
»  as  it  may  think  proper  to  sux)ervise  the  constmction  of  the  dam,  in  order 
it  may  be'  built  according  to  the  stipulations  of  this  convention  and  th» 
ications  of  the  work. 

Abtiolb  V. 

)h  of  the  contracting  parties  shaU  own  one-half  of  the  water  contained  in  the 
and  each  shall  appoint  a  commissioner  and  such  other  officers  as  it  may  think 
sary  to  arrange  for  the  equal  division  of  the  water,  and  to  cause  the  remainder, 
le  either  of  the  Governments  shall  not  use  the  half  belonging  to  it.  to  be  re^- 
1  in  such  a  manner  that  the  dam  ma^  be  regularly  emptied  and  filled,  a  uni- 
current  being  maintained  in  the  river,  as  far  as  possible,  with  a  view  to 
ing  changes  in  its  bed  through  erosion  or  avulsion.  In  cases  of  doubt  the 
ion  of  both  commissions  shall  be  considered  binding  upon  both  Governments, 
8  either  of  them  shall  disapprove  it  within  a  month,  in  which  case  both  Gov- 
ents  shall  examine  the  case  and  shall  decide  it  amicably  in  such  manner  as 
appear  to  them  justifiable  and  proper. 

3  same  thing  shall  be  done  when  the  commissioner  shall  prepare  a  written 
t  and  shall  lay  it  before  his  Government. 

Abticlb  VI. 

th  a  view  to  prevent  such  taking  of  water  hereafter  as  may  still  further 
lish  the  volume  of  water  in  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  and  prevent  the  passage 
3  water  necessary  to  fill  the  dam,  to  which  this  convention  has  reference,  the 
mment  of  the  United  States  of  America  pledges  itself  tp  issue  suitable  orders, 
ig  recourse,  if  necessary,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
to  secure  the  enactment  of  the  necessary  laws,  to  the  end  that  no  new  works 
nals  be  constructed  in  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  and  its  tributaries  in  the 
nrhich  passes  throus^h  the  territory  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that 
istructed  thev  shall  not  diminish  the  volume  of  water  necessarv  to  supply 
am,  and  for  tne  establishment  of  a  speedy  and  effective  legal  method  of  pre- 
Qg  the  violation  of  the  stipulations  of  this  convention. 

Abticlb  VII. 

I  two  Gh>v6mments  shall  appoint  a  mixed  commission  of  engineers  to  deter- 
the  boundary  line  in  accoraance  with  the  stipulations  of  tnis  convention. 
!ihe  line  drawn  by  that  commission  shall  thereafter  be  considered  as  tne 
lary  line  between  the  two  countries. 

Abticlb  ym. 

way  of  compensation  for  the  expense  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
B  is  obliged  to  incur  in  constructing  the  dam,  for  the  territory  which  it  cedes, 
:or  the  other  expenditures  referrea  to  in  Article  III  of  this  convention,  the 
rnment  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  considers  as  settled  all  claims  of  Mex- 
iitizens  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  based  upon 
[  of  water  in  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  owing  to  its  appropriation  in  the  Static 
lorado  and  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  and  renouncoa  auv  o^^x  \xA«uim\r3« 
ich  losses. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  twoi 

of  January  5  and  30  last,  by  the  latter  of  which  you  inform  me 

you  have  been  authorized  to  sign  the  convention— draft  of  whicl 

inclose — for  the  construction  of  an  international  dam  on  the  Rio  Gra 

Accept,  etc., 

Richard  Olni 
Sefior  Don  Matias  Romero. 


War  Department, 

Washington^  March  12,  18 
The  President: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  papers  on  file  ii 
Department  relative  to  the  protest  against  construction  by  thi 
Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company  of  dams  across  the  Rio  Gi 
River  at  Elephant  Butte  and  vicinity,  in  response  to  Senate  resol 
of  February  26,  1898,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested,  if  not  incoi 
ble  with  the  public  interests,  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  proceedings  of  the 
national  commission  authorized  in  the  concurrent  resolution  of  Congress  of 
twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  and  a  subsequent  intematioM 
vention  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  of  May  sixth,  eighteen  hn 
and  ninety-six,  and  also  the  correspondence  relating  thereto  with  Mexico  1 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Department  of  War,  and  Department  of  Justi 
well  as  the  Department  of  State,  relating  to  the  equitable  distribution  of  the  ^ 
of  the  Rio  Grande  River,  including  the  draft  of  an  incomplete  treaty  betwee: 
Governments,  negotiated  between  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  3Ir.  Olney,  < 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Romero,  on  the  'gitt  of  Mexico,  and  all  th 
respondence  between  said  officials  relating  thereto. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  A.  Aloer, 
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The  state  Department  wishes  to  be  informed  as  to  whether  the  river 
in  the  parts  which  will  be  affected  by  the  dam  is  a  navigable  water  of 
the  United  States  within  the  meaning  of  the  river  and  harbor  laws  of 
1890  and  1892,  so  as  to  make  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  pre- 
requisite to  the  lawful  erection  of  the  dam. 

On  account  of  Captain  Derby's  personal  acquaintance  with  the  ques- 
tion, the  papers  have  been  referred  to  him  to  furnish  such  information 
on  the  subject  as  maybe  in  his  possession,  but  they  will  be  forwarded 
by  him  to  you,  and  it  is  desired  that  as  thorough  investigation  be  made 
by  you  of  this  matter  as  is  practicable. 

It  is  suggested  that  Mr.  Gerald  Bagnall,  who  made  report  on  a  sur- 
vey of  the  river  in  1889,  may  have  other  information  regarding  the 
commerce,  etc.,  of  the  Rio  Grande  which  may  be  of  value  in  your 
investigation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Mackenzie, 
Acting  Chief  of  Engineers, 
Maj.  A.  M.  Miller, 
Corps  of  Engineers^  Galveston^  Tex. 


Unitep  States  Engineer  Office, 

New  Orleans^  La,,  February  i,  1897, 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  in  compliance  with 
your  indorsement  of  January  25,  1897,  directing  me  to  furnish  such 
information  as  may  be  in  my  possession  on  the  subject  of  the  naviga- 
bility of  the  Rio  Grande  River  as  affecting  the  validity  of  the  claim 
to  the  right  to  dam  the  river  at  Elephant  Butte,  made  by  the  Rio 
Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company. 

Such  knowledge  as  I  have  of  this  question  has  come  to  me  through 
my  having  served  since  last  May  as  engineer  member  of  the  Inter- 
national (water)  Boundary  Commission  in  the  consideration  of  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  the  use  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the 
project  of  an  international  dam  at  El  Paso. 

The  flow  of  water  in  the  Rio  Grande  at  and  near  El  Paso  is  exceed- 
iiigly  variable;  there  are  months  in  the  year  when  there  is  no  flow  at 
all,  and  at  other  times  the  monthly  flow  is  as  great  as  12,000  cubic 
feet  per  second.  The  periods  of  high  water  recur  annually  with  regu- 
larity, and  at  such  times  the  river  is  unquestionably  navigable  at  and 
above  El  Paso,  and  could  certainly  be  used  in  commerce  for  floating 
logs  and  flatboats.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  this  portion 
of  the  river  has  ever  been  put  to  such  use,  the  country  being  but 
sparsely  settled  and  timber  being  exceedingly  scarce.  But  the  issue  is 
not  whether  the  river  has  been  actually  navigated,  but  whether  it  is 
navigable  within  the  meaning  of  the  law,  so  that  it  can  be  classified 
as  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  under  the  act  of  September  19,  1890. 

As  many  rivers  of  the  countrj^  have  been  so  classifled  which  in 
point  of  depth,  volume,  and  regularity  of  flow  offer  fewer  advantages 
to  navigation  than  does  the  Rio  Grande  at  El  Paso,  it  seems  clear  to 
me  that  this  stream  should  also  be  so  classifled. 

Further,  it  would  appear  from  the  inclosed  papers  that  it  has  here- 
tofore been  decided  that  the  Rio  Grande  is  navigable  at  and  below  a 
point  160  miles  below  El  Paso,  and  since  the  river  receiv^^  no  Vcck^^- 
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taut  tributary  within  this  150  miles  of  its  course,  it  is  manifest  that  a 
dam  at  Elephant  Butte  which  would  entirely  stop  the  flow  at  El  Paso 
would  necessarily  injuriously  "modify  the  capacity  of  the  channel" 
of  the  river  in  that  part  of  its  course  where  it  has  heretofore  been  held 
to  be  navigable. 

From  either  of  these  standpoints  it  would  appear  that  the  plans  of 
the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company  require  the  approval 
and  authorization  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  McC.  Derby, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Craighill, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 

[First  Indoraegment.] 

1 

United  States  Engineer  Office,  j 

CalvesUmy  Tex,,  February  S,  1897.        j 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Office  Chief  of  Engineers,  United     j 
States  Army,  with  report  of  this  date.  j 

A.  M.  Miller, 
.  Major,  Corps  of  Engineers. 


War  Department, 

Washingtony  February  19, 1897. 

Sir:  Under  what  purports  to  be  authority  for  it  to  do  so,  granted 
in  1895  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  under  sections  18  to  21,  pages 
1101  and  1102,  volume  26,  Statutes  at  Large,  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and 
Irrigation  Company  claims  the  right  to  construct  a  dam  across  the 
Rio  Grande  River  at  Elephant  Butte,  in  New  Mexico,  125  miles  above 
El  Paso,  and  are  about  to  do  it. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  requested  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
"adopt  such  measures  as  are  most  effective  to  open  the  river  and  to 
keep  it  open  to  such  navigation  as  it  is  naturally  capable  of  afford- 
ing for  commercial  traffic  between  the  States  or  between  any  portion 
of  the  United  States  and  Mexico." 

Permission  to  construct  the  dam  has  not  been  given  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  nor  has  he  approved  or  authorized  the  same.  The  mouth  of 
the  Concho  River,  which  empties  into. the  Rio  Grande,  is  325  miles 
below  the  site  of  the  proposed  dam;  and  this  river  is  the  first  material 
addition  to  the  Rio  Grande's  volume  of  water  below  that  point.  From 
the  mouth  of  the  Concho  up  to  El  Paso,  a  distance  of  200  miles,  the 
Rio  Grande  has  been  demonstrated  to  be  a  navigable  water,  and  used 
as  such  in  interstate  commerce,  and  it  has  been  recognized  by  Con- 
gress to  be  a  na\igable  water  at  El  Paso.  Above  El  Paso  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  used  now  for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  But  from  EI 
Paso  up  to  and  including  the  site  of  the  proposed  dam,  and  a  good 
many  miles  beyond  that  point,  it  has  been  used  to  float  logs  for  com- 
mercial and  business  purposes,  and  in  this  part  of  the  river  it  carries 
a  slightly  greater  quantity  of  water  than  it  does  at  El  Paso  and  for  200 
miles  below  El  Paso,  the  volume  of  water  being  decreased  on  this  part 
of  the  river  by  evaporation  and  agricultural  uses.  And  also  in  this 
part  of  the  river  above  El  Paso,  and  including  the  site  of  the  projiosed 
dam,  the  conformation  of  the  bed  and  banks  of  the  river  are  such  as 
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to  make  navigation,  by  reason  of  the  deeper  and  more  confined 
channel,  more  feasible  than  at  El  Paso. 

The  proposed  dam  is  to  be  such  a  one  as  will  check  the  flow  of  water 
in  the  river  at  Elephant  Butte  entirely  for  a  great  portion,  if  not  all, 
of  the  year  and  impound  it,  and  also  distribute  it  from  that  point  for 
purposes  of  irrigation,  so  that  the  Rio  Grande  will  be  practically 
destroyed  as  a  stream  for  many  miles  below  Elephant  Butte,  and  its 
volume  of  witer  so  diminished  as  to  materially  affect  its  navigability 
throughout  its  entire  course  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Your  opinion  is  therefore  requested  as  to  whether,  under  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  law,  there  is  any  way  for  the  United  States  authorities 
to  prevent  the  construction  of  the  said  dam,  and  if  so,  what  the 
remedy  is. 

Very  respectfully,  Daniel  S.  Lamont, 

Secretary  of  War, 

The  ATTORNBY-GKNERAIi. 


War  Department, 

Washington^  April  8,  1897. 

Sm:  Referring  to  State  Department  letter  of  January  13, 1897,  trans- 
mitting letter  from  the  Mexican  minister  inclosing  a  petition  from 
IMexican  citizens  in  and  around  Paso  del  Norte,  Mexico,  protesting 
against  the  construction  by  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Com- 
pany of  dams  across  the  Rio  Grande  River  at  Elephant  Butte  and 
vicinity,  and  requesting  the  United  States  to  issue  orders  suspending 
all  work  in  the  Rio  Bravo  by  said  company,  which  was  referred  to 
your  Department  with  other  correspondence  on  the  subject  under 
^ate  of  February  19, 1897,  with  request  for.opinion  whether  there  was 
any  way  to  prevent  construction  of  the  dam  in  question,  and  if  so, 
how,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  another  letter  from 
the  Department  of  State,  with  accompanying  copy  of  letter  from  the 
Mexican  minister  on  the  same  subject,  and  to  renew  the  request  for 
an  opinion  on  the  question  presented  and  invite  attention  to  the 
pressing  need  of  early  action  by  your  Department. 
Yery  respectfully, 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Attorney-General. 


Department  of  Justice, 
Washington^  D.  C. ,  AprU  2^,  1897. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
April  8,  referring  to  a  previous  correspondence  between  the  Mexican 
minister  at  this  capital  and  the  Department  of  State  with  reference 
to  the  attempted  construction  by  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation 
Company  of  dams  across  the  Rio  Grande  River,  and  to  a  request 
made  by  you  February  19  for  an  opinion  from  this  Department  on 
the  question  submitted,  and  you  ' '  renew  the  request  for  an  opinion 
on  the  question  presented  and  invite  attention  to  the  pressing  need 
of  early  action  by  your  Department." 

I  regret  that  compliance  with  your  request  for  an  opinion  has  been 
ielayed  by  the  resignation  of  officers  of  this  Department  since  the 
K'equest  was  received. 


I 
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Your  letter  of  February  19  was  as  follows: 

Under  what  purports  to  be  anthority  for  it  to  do  so,  granted  in  1895  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Literior  under  sections  18  to  21,  pages  1101  and  1102,  volume  26, 
Statutes  at  Large,  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Ck>mpany  claims  the  right 
to  construct  a  dam  across  the  Rio  Grande  River  at  Elephant  Butte,  in  New  lux- 
ico,  125  miles  above  El  Paso,  and  are  about  to  do  it. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  requested  the  Secretary  of  War  to  **  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  are  most  effective  to  open  the  river  and  to  keep  it  open  to  such  navigation 
as  it  is  naturally  capable  of  affording  for  commercial  traffic  between  the  States  or 
between  any  portion  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico." 

Permission  to  construct  the  dam  has  not  been  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
nor  has  he  approved  or  authorized  the  same.  The  mouth  of  the  Concho  River 
(which  empties  into  the  Rio  Grande)  is  325  miles  below  the  sdte  of  the  proposed 
dam,  and  this  river  is  the  first  material  addition  to  the  Rio  Grandees  volume  of 
water  below  that  point.  From  the  mouth  of  the  Concho  up  to  El  Paso,  a  distance 
of  200  miles,  the  Rio  Grande  has  been  demonstrated  to  be  a  navigable  water,  and 
used  as  such  in  interstate  conmierce,  and  it  has  been  recognized  by  Congress  to 
be  a  navigable  water  at  El  Paso.  Above  El  Paso  it  does  not  appear  to  be  used 
now  for  the  purpose  of  navigation.  But  from  El  Paso  to  and  including  the  site 
of  the  proposed  dam,  and  a  good  many  miles  beyond  that  point,  it  has  been  need 
to  float  logs  for  commercial  and  business  purposes,  and  in  this  part  of  the  river  it 
carries  a  slightly  greater  quantity  of  water  than  it  does  at  El  Paso  and  for  200 
miles  below  El  Paso,  the  volume  of  water  being  decreased  on  this  part  of  the  riyer 
by  evaporation  and  agricultural  uses.  And  also  in  this  "p&rt  of  the  river  above 
El  Paso  and  including  the  site  of  the  proposed  dam  the  conformation  of  the  bed 
and  banks  of  the  river  are  such  as  to  make  navigation,  by  reason  of  the  deeper  and 
more  confined  channel,  more  feasible  than  at  £1  Paso. 

The  proposed  dam  is  to  be  such  a  one  as  will  check  the  flow  of  water  in  theriTor 
at  Elephant  Butte  entirely  for  a  great  portion,  if  not  all,  of  the  year  and  imponnd 
it,  ana  also  distribute  it  from  that  point  for  purposes  of  irrigation,  so  that  the  Rio 
Grande  will  be  practically  destroyed  as  a  stream  for  many  miles  below  Elephant 
Butte,  and  its  volume  of  water  so  diminished  as  to  materially  affect  its  navigaoiUtj 
throughout  its  entire  course  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Your  opinion  is  therefore  requested  as  to  whether,  under  the  existing  state  of 
the  law,  there  is  any  way  for  the  United  States  authorities  to  prevent  the  con- 
struction of  the  said  dam,  and,  if  so,  what  the  remedy  is. 

As  I  understand,  the  only  authority  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  possessed  is  claimed  to  have  been  conferred  by  sections  18  to 
21  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  timber-cul- 
ture laws,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  sections  referred  to — and 
section  17 — provide  only  for  th«>  location  and  selection  of  reservoir 
sites  on  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  and  rights  of  way  for 
irrigating  ditches  and  canals.  There  is  nothing  in  the  act  or  its  pur- 
poses which  was  intended  to  affect  the  control  or  8ux)ervi8ion  of  the 
navigable  rivers  of  the  country.  That,  by  other  and  indeed  later 
legislation,  is  put  in  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Section  10  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  September  19,  1890    _ 
(26  Stat.,  454),  is  as  follows: 

That  the  creation  of  any  ohstmction,  not  affirmatively  authorized  by  law,  to  the 
navigable  capacity  of  any  waters  in  respect  of  which  tne  United  States  has  jnria- 
diction,  is  hereby  prohibited.  The  continuance  of  any  such  obstruction,  except 
bridges,  piers,  docks,  and  wharves,  and  similar  structures,  erect^  for  hnsiness 
purposes,  whether  heretofore  or  hereafter  created,  shidl  constitute  an  offense.  aiKi 
each  week's  continuance  of  any  such  obstruction  shall  be  deemed  a  sej^ante 
offense.  Every  person  and  every  corporation  which  shall  be  gmlty  of  creatuig  or 
continuing  any  such  unlawful  obstruction  in  this  act  mentione<l.  or  who  shall  rio- 
late  the  provisions  of  the  last  four  preceding  sections  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  (in  the  case  of  a  natural  per- 
son) not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  both  such  punishments,  in  the  discretion  of  the 
court.  The  creating  or  continuing  of  any  unlawful  obstruction  in  this  act  men- 
tioned may  be  prevented  and  such  obstruction  may  be  caused  to  be  removed  Iff 
the  injunction  of  any  circuit  court  exercising  jurisaiction  in  any  district  in  which 
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ch  obstraction  may  be  threatened  or  may  exist;  and  proper  proceedings  in  equity 
this  end  may  be  institated  under  the  direction  of  the  Attorney-General  or  the 
lited  States. 

Section  7  of  that,  approved  July  13,  1892,  is  as  follows: 

rhat  section  seven  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  nineteenth,  eighteen 
ndred  and  ninety,  be  amended  and  reenacted  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 
}ec.  7.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  build  any  wharf,  pier,  dolphin,  boom, 
m,  ^reir,  breakwater,  bulkhead,  jetty,  or  structure  of  any  kind  outside  estab- 
hed  lines  or  in  any  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States  where  no  harbor  lines 
)  or  may  be  established,  without  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  in  any 
rt,  roadstead,  haven,  harbor,  navigable  river,  or  other  waters  of  the  United 
ites  in  such  manner  as  shall  obstruct  or  impair  navigation,  commerce,  or 
(borage  of  said  waters;  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  hereafter  to  commence  the 
latmction  of  any  brid^,  bridge  draw,  bridge  piers  and  abutments,  causeway, 
other  works  over  or  m  any  port,  road,  roadstead,  haven,  harbor,  navigable 
er,  or  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States,  under  any  act  of  the  legislative 
lembly  of  any'State,  until  the  location  and  plan  of  such  bridge  or  other  works 
re  been  submitted  to  and  approved  bv  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  to  excavate  or 
or  in  any  manner  to  alter  or  modify  the  course,  location,  condition,  or  capacity 
any  port,  roadstead,  haven,  harbor,  harbor  of  refuse,  or  inclosure  within  the 
lits  of  any  breakwater,  or  of  the  channel  of  any  navigable  water  of  the  United 
ites,  nnless  approved  and  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Provided^  That  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  bridge,  bridge  draw,  bridge 
jrs  and  abutments,  the  construction  of  which  has  been  heretofore  duly  author- 
id  by  law,  or  be  so  construed  as  to  authorize  the  construction  of  any  bridge, 
awbridge,  bridge  piers,  and  abutmente,  or  other  works  under  an  act  of  tne 
pslatore  of  any  State,  over  or  in  any  stream,  port,  roadstead,  haven,  or  harbor, 
other  navigable  water  not  wholly  within  the  limits  of  such  State. 

These  provisions  are  very  definite,  and  the  answer  to  your  inquiry 
obvious  if  the  stream  be  a  navigable  one.     This  you  assert  and  I 
ssume  it. 
You  say: 

The  proposed  dam  is  to  be  such  a  one  as  will  check  the  flow  of  water  in  the  river 
;  Elephant  Butte  entirely  for  a  great  i)ortion,  if  not  all,  of  the  year  and  impound 
;  and  also  distribute  it  from  that  point  for  purposes  of  irrigation,  so  that  the 
io  Grande  will  be  practically  destroyed  as  a  stream  for  many  miles  below  Ele- 
lant  Butte,  and  ito  volume  of  water  so  diminished  as  to  materially  affect  its  nav- 
sbility  throughout  its  entire  course  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  purposes  of  the  company  do  not  seem  to  be  ambiguous.  In 
6  prospectus  (and,  by  the  way,  it  is  a  foreign  company,  chartered  by 
ngland)  it  proclaims  its  purposes  to  be — 

1.  To  create  the  largest  artificial  lake  in  the  world. 

2.  To  obtain  control  of  the  entire  flow  of  the  Rio  Grande  in  Southern  New 
jezico,  the  only  practical  means  of  irrigating  what  is  now  considered  the  finest 
nit  and  wine  country  in  the  United  States,  and  by  controlling  the  water,  to 
introl  to  a  great  extent  the  irrigable  lands. 

3.  To  compel  the  owners  of  irrigable  lands  in  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  to 
mvey  one-half  of  their  lands  to  tiie  company  in  return  for  water  rights  to  the 
iher  half,  and  to  pay  in  addition  a  perpetual  water  rent  of  $1.50  -per  acre  for 
^ery  acre  irrigated,  or  else  to  purchase  water  rights  at  the  ruling  rate  from  the 
onpany. 

4.  To  supply  water  to  cities  and  towns  for  domestic  and  municipal  purx)oses, 
td  for  inilling  and  mechanical  power,  for  which  (they  say)  there  is  a  large  and 
instantly  increasing  demand. 

The  answer  to  your  inquiry  therefore  is: 

(1)  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  had  no  power,  under  the  pro- 
isions  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (supra),  to  grant  the  rights  claimed. 

(2)  That  the  remedy  of  the  United  States  is  by  injunction  under 
iction  10  of  the  act  of  September  19,  1890  (supra),  and  if  the  dam 
IS  been  constructed,  also  by  criminal  prosecution. 


I 


Washingtoriy  April  29, 1 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letters  of  January  13  and  April  1, 1897, ; 
ing  copies  of  communications  dated  August  4,  1896,  and  Mai 
1897,  from  the  Mexican  minister  at  this  capital,  relating  to  th< 
of  certain  corporations  to  erect  irrigation  dams  across  the  Rio  ( 
River,  thereby  impeding  the  navigation  of  that  stream,  I  ha 
honor  to  advise  you  that  on  February  19  last  the  question  wj 
mitted  to  the  Attorney-General,  with  request  to  be  advised  ac 
powers  of  the  War  Department  to  prevent  the  construction  of  t 
posed  dams,  and  I  now  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy 
opinion,  dated  24th  instant,  attention  being  invito  to  the 
paragraphs  thereof,  in  which  the  inquiry  is  answered. 

The  papers  have  been  returned  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  foi 
*  as  to  whether  or  not  the  obstruction  complained  of  has  bee 

about  to  be  erected,  so  that  this  Department  may  advise  the  At 
General  as  desired  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  his  opinion 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  1 

The  Secbetary  op  State. 


••  r  • 


War  Department 

Washington,  April  29, 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  communication  addressed  to  the  Se 
of  State  on  December  19,  1896,  in  the  matter  of  the  construe 
the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company  of  dams  across  1 
Grande  River,  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  the  snbj 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  War  Department  by  letters  f  i 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  January  13  and  April  1,  1897,  in  w 
inclosed  protests  from  the  Mexican  minister  at  this  capital  a^i 
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The  papers  have  been  returned  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  report 

*s  to  whether  or  not  the  obstruction  complained  of  has  been  oris  about 

^  be  erected,  so  that  this  Department  may  advise  the  Attorney- 

^neral  as  desired  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  his  opinion.     A 

^Py  of  this  opinion  has  to-day  been  transmitted  to  the  honorable  the 

^retary  of  State. 

Very  respectfully,  R.  A.  Algbr,  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington^  May  i,  1897. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  tx)  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
^e  29th  ultimo,  inclosing  for  the  information  of  this  Department  a 
^^Py  of  the  opinion  I'endered  by  the  Attorney-General  on  the  24th 
^timo,  at  your  request,  regarding  the  right  of  the  Rio  Grande  Dam 
^^d  Irrigation  Company  to  erect  dams  across  the  Rio  Grande. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  N.  Bliss,  Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 


[Teleirram.] 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  i,  1897. 

Attorney-General  will  order  proper  proceedings  instituted  if  con- 
struction of  £lephant  Butte  Dam  has  been  or  is  about  to  be  com- 
^^enced.  I  am  instructed  by  Secretary  of  War  to  obtain  facts  as  to 
Status  of  •construction.     Will  you  please  telegraph  me  such  facts? 

Wilson,  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Col.  Anson  Mills,  El  PasOy  Tex. 


[Telegram.] 

El  Paso,  Tex.,  May  2, 1897. 

'  Your  dispatch  received.  The  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation 
Oompany  have  not  as  yet  commenced  constructing  their  dam  proper  at 
Bllephant  Butte,  the  only  point  for  which  they  have  permit  from  the 
Interior  Department,  although  they  declare  their  purpose  to  do  so  in 
July  next.  They  have,  however,  been  at  work  with  a  large  force  for 
the  past  five  months  on  what  they  term  auxiliary  works  below,  at 
i'^ort  Seldon,  to  their  dam  proper,  constructing  a  diverting  weir  or 
^am  and  canal  on  which  they  have  expended  perhaps  $35,000,  about 
dually  divided  between  the  dam  and  canal.  As  this  expenditure  is 
^*sele88  to  them  without  their  dam  proper,  as  it  stores  no  water,  its 
^instruction  first  gives  color  to  the  presumption  that  their  object  is 
^  acquire  vested  rights  as  against  the  Government  should  they  be 
Suppressed  or  restricted.  They  have  2,000  barrels  of  cement  direct 
^^m  England.  Work  has  within  the  last  few  days  been  suspended, 
*^  they  allege,  on  account  of  high  water,  but  probably  for  want  of 
^tinds,    I  write  you  to-day  inclosing  certified  copy  of  their  chOiXtAx^ 


192  DISTRIBUTION  OF  WATEB8  OF  THB  RIO  O&ANDE. 

with  other  information  more  in  detail  which  may  he  useful  I 
officer  instituting  the  proceedings. 

Anson  tSlULS,  Commissia 
General  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C. 


War  DEPAKTUEyr, 

Washington,  May  4, 1 

Sir:  In  the  cloBing  paragraph  of  your  opinion,  dated  April  H 

in  regard  to  the  threatened  construction  of  a  dam  acroes  tl 

Grande  River  at  Elephant  Butte,  N*.  Max.,  by  the  Kio  Grsndt 

and  Irrigation  Company,  it  is  statM  as  follows: 

Upon  being  HdviBed  that  the  constmction  has  been  or  is  sbont  to  be  ei 
■ball  at  once  order  proper  proceediuKB  to  be  institnted  by  tli«  United  Sti 
trict  attorney  imder  seotl<Hi  10  of  tbe  act  approved  September  10,  I 
Stat.  454). 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  telegrams  dated  Mai 
3,  1897,  from  Col.  Anson  Mills,  Third  Cavalry,  commissioner 
United  States,  Water  Boundary  Commission  of  the  United  Stai 
Mexico,  and  to  request  that  in  view  of  the  facts  stated  then 
United  States  district  attorney  be  instructed  as  indicated  al)o\ 
Very  respectfully, 


The  Attornky-Gknbeaj* 


R,  A.  AlflBR,  Secretai^  of  I 


Depabthbnt  op  Staxe, 

Washington,  May  S, 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  t 

ultimo,  with  inclosure  from  the  Attorney-General,  on  the  sul 

the  erection  of  irrigation  dame  across  the  Bio  Grande. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


The  Secretary  op  Wa«. 


John  S 


Departmbnt  of  JusncE 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  7, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication 

4th  requesting  that  the  United  States  attorney  of  New  Mei 

instructed  to  institute  such  proceedings  as  may  he  proper  to  i 

the  construction  of  a  dam  across  the  Rio  Grande  River  at  El 

Butte,  New  Mexico,  by  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Co 

and  to  say  that  the  instructions  have  Ijeen  given  as  requested. 

Very  respectfully. 

Holmes  Conrad, 
Acting  Attomey-Oen 
The  Secretary  of  War. 
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Department  of  Justice, 
WashingUm,  D.  C,  May  13,  1897. 

JiB:  I  send  you  herewith  letter  of  Col.  Anson  Mills,  Third  Cavaliy, 
ited  States  Army,  of  the  International  Boundary  Commission,  dated 
Paso,  Tex.,  May  2,  1897,  addressed  to  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson,  Chief 
Engineers,  together  with  its  inclosures,  all  in  relation  to  the  Ele- 
mt  Butte  Dam  proposed  to  be  constructed  by  the  Rio  Grande  Dam 
I  Irrigation  Company;  which  letter  by  your  second  indorsement, 
ed  May  7,  was  transmitted  to  me,  but  not  received  at  this  Depart- 
ttt  until  the  11th  instant,  the  United  States  attoniey  for  New  Mex- 
having  been  instructed  on  the  7th  instant,  as  you  were  that  day 
osed,  in  accordance  with  your  previous  request. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McKenna, 

Attorney '  Getierol. 
Phe  Secretary  op  War. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

United  States  Army, 
Washingtarij  D.  C,  May  U,  1897. 

k>L0NEL:  As  it  is  believed  to  be  a  matter  of  considerable  interest 
rou,  I  beg  to  advise  you  that  the  Attorney-General  has  informed 
Department  that  he  has  instructed  the  United  States  attorney  of 
w  Mexico  to  institute  such  proceedings  as  may  be  proper  to  pre- 
t  the  construction  of  a  dam  across  the  Rio  Grande  at  Elephant 
:te,  N.  Mex.,  by  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company. 
Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig.  Oen.y  Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S,  Army. 

o\.  Anson  Mills, 

Third  United  Slates  Cavalry, 

International  Boundary  Commission,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 


Department  of  Justice, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  9,  1897. 

TR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  4th 
tiant,  from  Mr.  George  P.  Money,  assistant  United  States  attor- 
'  for  the  district  of  New  Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  suit  of  the  Gov- 
ment  against  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company.  Mr. 
ney  states  that  he  is  informed  by  Col.  Anson  Mills  that  * 'there  is 
Alimentary  evidence  in  the  War,  State,  and  Interior  Departments 
ich  should  be  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  attorney  in  the 
il  of  said  cause,"  and  that  such  papers  should  be  "forwarded  at 
! earliest  moment,  as  the  hearing  of  the  case  is  set  for  Monday,  June 
"  If  the  papers  referred  to  have  not  been  obtained  by  the  United 
^tes  attorney — as  to  which  I  have  no  information — ^I  have  the  honor 
request  that  such  as  are  on  the  files  of  your  Department,  and  any 
lers  which  you  can  obtain,  may  be  sent  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  for 
insmission  to  the  United  States  attorney. 
Respectfully,  Joseph  McKenna, 

Attorney^  Getrverol. 
Phe  Secretary  of  War 
a  Doe.  229 13 
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Saitta  Fe,  N.  Mex.,  JwMk, 

>  Sm:  I  am  in  xeodpt  of  letters  from  Col.  Anson  Mills,  United  States  bo 

commissioner,  at  Ea  Paso,  Tex.,  dated  Jnne  1  and  2,  1897,  in  reference 
appointed  hearing  of  the  injunction  snit  filed  in  the  Third  judicial  distric 
of  this  Territory  against  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company,  to  ] 
the  bnilding  of  a  dam  across  the  Rio  Grande  River  at  £lei>hant  Bntte,  Ne 
ico.  He  advises  me  that  there  is  documentary  evidence  in  the  War,  Sti 
Interior  Dex>artments  which  should  be  in  the  possession  of  the  United  Statt 
f  ney  in  the  trial  of  said  cause.    A  day  or  two  since — ^in  fact,  upon  the  re 

the  above  first  letter— I  telegraphed  to  the  United  States  attorney,  who  n 
in  Washington,  to  visit  said  Departments  for  the  purpose  of  securing  such 
he  might  need  in  the  matter,  advising  him  of  Colonel  Mills^s  suggestion. 
^  "■  know  what  he  has  done  in  the  prenuises,  but  it  is  likely  that  he  talked  ? 

about  the  matter  while  in  Washington.    I  write  to  ask  that  if  there  are  Rt 
in  the  above  Departments  which,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  useful  to  this 
the  preparation  and  trial  of  the  suit,  you  would  have  the  same  forwardc 
earliest  moment,  as  the  hearing  of  the  case  is  set  for  Monday,  Jnne  14.    I 
fident  that  the  United  States  attorney  has  att<mded  to  these  matters,  bal 

i      .  this  out  of  an  abundance  of  caution. 

I  Very  respectfully,  Geo.  P.  Honb 

\  Assistant  United  States  Attorney ,  New  A 

The  Attobney-General. 


War  Department 

Washingtojiy  June  lly 

Sir:  Acknowledging  receipt  of  your  letter  of  9th  instant,  in 
copy  of  a  communication  from  Assistant  United  States  A 
George  P.  Money,  of  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.,  in  reference  to  the 
the  Government  against  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigatioi 
pany,  together  with  your  request  that  any  further  papers  bearii 
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Department  of  Justice, 
Washington^  D,  C,  June  IS,  1897. 

B:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
llth  instant,  inclosing  original  papers  in  the  matter  of  the  suit  of 
Government  against  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Com- 
/,  ftnd  to  say  that  I  have  sent  the  papers  to  the  United  States 
:Tiey  for  New  Mexico,  with  instructions  to  take  care  of  them  and 
m  them  to  this  Department  as  soon  as  they  have  served  the  pur- 
for  which  they  are  desired.  Upon  their  return  to  me  they  will 
irwarded  to  you. 
Respectfully,  Joseph  McKenna, 

Attorney-  General, 
e  Secretary  of  War. 


Mesilla  Park,  N.  Mex.,  August  7,  1897, 

Dear  Sir:  May  I  kindly  call  your  attention  to  the  act  of  one 
or  Cabinet  officers  which  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  hardship  and 
issed  our  local  market  and  kept  out  $1,000,000  from  coming  into 
nited  States  this  year  and  thereby  keeping  out  indirectly  another 
3,000  which  would  naturally  have  followed  the  first?  We  are 
3d  on  the  Rio  Grande,  40  miles  up,  north  of  El  Paso,  Tex.     We 

miles  from  Las  Cruces.  Last  year,  in  May,  this  river  was  dry 
ossibly  200  miles  in  length.  The  river  goes  dry  nearly  every 
at  El  Paso,  Tex.  The  Mexican  Government  has  a  rock  and 
Qtdam  across  the  river  at  El  Paso,  Tex.,  yet  the  Mexican  people 
bjecting  to  us  poor,  drought-stricken  United  States  citizens  from 
ing  a  dam  100  miles  up  from  El  Paso  and  north  of  Mexico's 
.  line,  to  store  water  in  times  of  floods  and  high  water  in  April. 

the  Mexican  people  have  done  just  what  they  claim  we  ought 
)  do — that  is,  build  a  dam.  They  claim  that  we  would  obstruct 
:ation.  Now,  the  river  goes  dry  nearly  every  year,  and  even  in 
water  a  brave  man  can  wade  it. 

ar  Attorney-General  stopped  us  from  building  our  dam  on  the 
ids  that  we  would  obstruct  navigation,  yet  the  Mexican  people 
their  dam  in.     Now,  the  facts  are  these.    There  are  some  men 

Paso  owning  large  tracts  of  worthless  land,  just  up  the  river 
El  Paso  and  just  above  the  site  of  the  proposed  international 
the  said  dam  to  be  built  at  El  Paso  by  the  United  States  and  a 
nterest  given  to  the  Mexican  Government  to  settle  a  claim  for 
ges,  because  the  citizens  of  New  Mexico  and  Colorado  have  been 
iting  their  lands  for  the  last  fifty  years  with  United  States  waters 
wowl^  have  flowed  into  old  Mexico. 

bhe  El  Paso  international  dam  is  built,  then  these  El  Paso  land 
PS  can  have  their  lands  flooded  by  backwaters,  and  get  a  good 
for  their  now  worthless  land.  The  said  international  dam  is  not 
ical,  because  it  would  require  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa 
a^ilroad  to  move  their  tracks  from  Anthony,  20  miles  north  of  El 

into  the  foothills,  where  they  could  not  be  maintained  on 
mt  of  numerous  freshets  from  the  mountains  near  by,  and  the 
would  flood  all  the  valley  from  El  Paso  to  Anthony,  18  miles 
hills  to  hills,  and  there  is  no  farming  lands  below  El  Paso  to  jus- 
he  building  of  that  dam,  the  river  being  near  the  footl\\\Ve»  qpcl 
ide,  which  leaves  most  of  the  valley  in  old  M.exico.    liftTift^,  XXxfe 
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I  am  a  lifelong  Republican,  and  I  am  sure  we  feel  the  Attorney; 
in  our  party  in  southern  New  Mexico.     We  fail  to  see  where  the 
tection  comes  in,  as  it  is  only  helping  old  Mexico.    If  our  dam  i 
built,  then  they  get  theirs. 
Yours, 

Fbank  BUBl 
Mr.  McKlNLEY, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


CmCAQO,  January  12, 11 

Sir:  The  situation  with  relation  to  building  an  international 
across  the  Rio  Grande  at  El  Paso  seems  not  to  be  entirely  undei 
at  Washington.  The  reports  which  have  been  made  to  the  d< 
ments,  both  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  seem  to  me  to  have 
misleading.  That  an  international  dam  should  be  built  for  the  st 
of  water  in  such  a  way  as  to  supply  the  Juarez  Valley  on  the  Me 
side  seems  to  be  clear  enough,  but  the  method  of  doing  this  an 
necessary  extent  of  such  a  dam  and  storage  seem  to  me  not  to 
been  properly  reported.  Mexico,  of  course,  wants  all  the  dam  a 
the  water  that  she  can  get.  The  local  influences  at  £1  Pasodesi 
same  thing,  and  I  address  this  letter  to  this  department  as  one 
sen  ting  other  interests  that  have  as  much  right  to  be  considei 
those  of  the  Juarez  and  El  Paso  valleys. 

The  dam  proposed  to  be  built  will  be  60  feet  high,  covering  a 
about  15  miles  long  and  an  average,  I  am  told,  of  about  7  miles 
The  average  depth  of  the  water  when  the  dam  should  be  full 
be  about  30  feet.  This  storage,  then,  would  have  a  capacity  of  i 
2,000,000  acre-feet  of  water.  One  acre-foot  of  stored  water,  it  i 
mated,  is  suflBcient  for  the  irrisration  of  1  acre  of  land  in  that  cli 
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the  firat  place,  it  is  evident  that  this  is  au  enormous  unnecessary 
nse  to  the  Government.  It  is  not  only  the  extra  expense  of  buihl- 
i  dam  much  higher  than  is  required,  but  the  greater  expense  of 
Jig  the  lands,  or  condemning  them,  which  would  be  covered  by 
5?ater  and  the  increased  expense  of  removing  the  Santa  Fe  and 
iem  Pacific  railroads. 

teked  one  of  the  general  projectors  at  El  Paso  a  short  time  ago  the 
<Jt  of  such  an  immense  reservoir.  His  answer  was  that  it  would 
6  fine  fishing.  I  asked  Col.  Anson  Mills  the  same  question,  and 
answer  was  that,  in  the  event  of  two  or  three  dry  years,  there 
Id  be  enough  water  in  the  reservoir  still  to  supply  the  land.  See- 
that  there  never  have  been  two  or  three  dry  years  or  a  single  dry 
in  the  Rio  Grande,  and  seeing  that  so  long  as  snow  falls  and 
8,  as  it  does  eveiy  year,  that  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  a  dry 
in  the  Rio  Grande,  I  can  not  understand  that  this  is  an  answer 
e  question.  While  it  may  be  true,  although  it  is  disputed,  that 
eJdng  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  for  in-igation  in  the  upper 
of  New  Mexico  and  in  Colorado  has  diminished  the  supply  below, 
not  apparent  why  more  water  than  is  necessaiy  or  could  possibly 
>ed  should  be  stored  on  that  account.  If  the  object  of  the  inter- 
nal dam  is  only  to  supply  water  to  the  Juarez  side  of  the  river — 
is  to  say,  if  it  is  purely  to  be  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
g  Mexico  with  that  of  which  she  has  been  deprived,  then  a  com- 
ively  smaU  structure  would  do  the  work,  for  it  is  quite  doubtful' 
)re  than  75,000  acres  of  land  could  be  found  in  the  Juai-ez  Valley 
t50uld  take  water  from  the  river  practically  and  successfully, 
ave  been  at  some  pains  to  find  out  the  amount  of  land  irrigated 
e  Juarez  Valley  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  peace  at  the  close  of 
d[exican  war,  and  while  it  is  a  difficult  task  to  even  approximate 
am  quite  convinced  that  60,000  acres  is  beyond  the  limit  of  acre- 
ihen  taking  water  in  the  Juarez  Valley  from  the  river.  If  this 
ue,  then  a  dam  which  would  produce  storage  enough  for  100,000 
i  would  compensate  the  Mexican  Government  for  the  loss  of  water 
mpared  to  that  period  most  amply  and  fully.  If  it  is  proposed 
elude  the  El  Paso  Valley  in  the  irrigation  system,  then  a  dam 
li  would  store  200,000  acres  of  water  would  be  equally  ample  for 
of  these  valleys.  I  have  not  the  data  with  me  to  tell  whether 
much  water  could  be  stored  without  elevating  the  tracks  of  the 
lern  Pacific  and  Santa  Fe  roads,  this  being  a  very  large  part  of 
expense  of  putting  in  this  system  of  irrigatioik  but  I  should  be 
led  to  believe  from  what  I  know  of  the  grounf  that  a  moderate 
,tion  of  the  tracks  of  these  two  roads  would  probably  be  sufficient 
mt  their  entire  removal  to  another  point  and  still  allow  the  water 
sufficiently  raised  to  supply  200,000  acres  of  land.  This,  how- 
could  be  readily  ascertained  by  a  civil  engineer  in  a  very  few 
time. 

conjunction  with  the  international  dam  and  its  projectors  and 
ei-8  at  El  Paso  and  elsewhere,  we  find  suit  begun  by  the  Govem- 
;  of  the  United  States  against  an  imgation  company  proposing  to 
n  a  dam  at  what  is  known  as  Elephant  Butte,  and  being  perhaps 
1 125  miles  with  the  meanders  of  the  river  up  the  Rio  Grande, 
ave  nothing  to  say  in  favor  of  this  project.  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
ble,  and  the  arrogant  claim  of  that  company  that  it  w^ill  take  and 
•ol  all  the  water  of  the  Rio  Grande  by  its  storage  at  Elephant 
e  is  ridiculous.  At  the  utmost  their  storage  has  only  a  capacity 
K)ut  235,000  a<n*e-feet,  and  if  they  could  fill  that,  eii\,\Y^\^  \\j>wo\s\^ 
S.  Doc.  91 If9 


Beginning  above  the  point  where  the  international  dam  is  pr 
to  be  put  in,  there  is  what  is  known  as  Mesilla  Valley,  having 
bly  125,000  acres  of  irrigable  land.  Perhaps  25,000  or  30,000  a 
this  valley  is  now  irrigated  by  a  system  of  old  Mexican  ditclw 
these  ditches,  like  those  furnishing  the  valley  at  Juarez,  have 
so  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  the  dearth  of  water  within  1 
few  years  that  the  valley  threatens  to  be  depopulated.  Is  it 
that  this  Government  is  under  greater  obligations  to  the  Juai 
ley  in  Mexico  than  it  is  to  the  Mesilla  Valley  within  its  own  I 

The  Mesilla  has  been  settled,  if  not  as  long  as  the  Juarez 
f  perhaps  almost  as  long ;  at  any  rate  it  has  been  settled  for  centur 

■  it  does  seem  to  an  American  that  an  American  valley  has  at 

much  right  to  the  American  water  flowing  through  the  Terr 
'^  r  the  foreign  country  of  Mexico.     If  it  be  the  purpose  to  mak 

mendous  storage  at  El  Paso  in  order  to  monopolize  all  the  i 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  thereby  take  up  ten  times  as  much  as  w 
necessary,  and  to  forbid  the  lands  farther  up  the  valle}^  from 
any  whatever,  the  situation  is  grossly  unjust  and  is  one  that : 
to  be  established  by  our  own  Government  against  our  own  pe< 

The  real  truth  is  that  there  is  plenty  of  water  for  everybody, 
is  the  amplest  water  for  the  irrigation  of  the  Mesilla  Valley 
valleys  above  and  also  the  Juarez  and  El  Paso  valleys,  if  the 
properly  distributed  and  not  stored  in  excess  in  any  one  place, 
could  even  be  a  storage  in  excess,  if  it  were  not  such  an  ei 
excess,  for,  all  told,  the  Juarez,  El  Paso,  and  Mesilla  valleys 
furthest  stretch,  do  not  contain  300,000  acres  of  irrigable  la 
there  is  ample  water  in  the  Rio  Grande  in  the  dryest  j^ear  1 
three  to  five  times  this  much  territory,  allowing  the  amples 
water. 

There  is  also  another  proposed  storage  immediately  at  the 
the  Mesilla  Valley  by  the  Mesilla  Valley  Land  and  Irrigatk 
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cre-feet  of  water  in  the  Rio  Grande  at  that  point  even  the 
p,  and  that  200,000  acre-feet  of  water  will  provide  most 
the  Juarez  and  £1  Paso  valleys  and  the  amplest  kinds  of 
immediately  above  it  on  the  river,  the  difficulty  is  at  once 

n  ground  against  the  storage  at  Elephant  Butte  is  that  it 
r  navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande  in  such  a  way  as  to  violate 

obligations  with  Mexico.  The  real  reason  of  the  litiga- 
isto  say,  the  real  reason  why  this  litigation  has  been  urged 
lit  about  and  influences  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Tcneral's  Office — is  because  the  fear  that  water  storage 

limit  the  extent  of  the  storage  at  El  Paso  in  the  Govern- 

m  that  the  Rio  Grande  is  navigable  or  that  its  navigability 
I  below  the  point  wfiere  it  becomes  the  boundary  between 
[  States  and  Mexico  is  too  absurd  to  be  seriously  considered 
Bnt  by  anybody  who  has  been  there.  In  the  toiTential  sea- 
er  would  dash  to  pieces  any  craft  that  should  be  attempted 
ed  upon  it.  In  the  dry  season  I  have  frequently  walked 
bed  of  the  Rio  Grande  dry-shod.  At  greater  portions  of 
or  instance  at  El  Paso,  the  river  is  but  a  few  inches  deep. 
ir,  Mexico  has  herself  constructed,  at  the  head  of  her  main 
)lying  the  Juarez  Valley,  nearly  opposite  the  point  where 
iment  station  known  as  Old  Fort  Bliss  used  to  be  located, 
g  weir  or  dam  which,  without  anything  else  whatever, 
a  complete  obstruction  to  navigation.  Mexico,  then,  is  in 
n  to  say  that  enough  water  must  be  left  in  the  river  for 
,  even  if  this  were  otherwise  possible,  when  she  herself  has 
barrier  that  would  make  this  impossible.  This  of  itself 
k  violation  of  the  treaty  upon  the  part  of  Mexico  if  the  river 
^able.  The  diversion  of  the  water  by  this  weir  built  by  the 
rovernment  is  quite  as  much  a  diversion  of  the  water  that 
irent  navigation  below  as  if  it  were  taken  out  by  any  other 
dams  built  by  Americans. 

rd,  my  view  is  this:  That  those  interested  have  used  the 
nt  to  further  a  plan  of  building  a  reservoir  at  El  Paso  ten 
sr  than  is  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  Mexico  and  El  Paso, 
denying  to  Americans  the  right  to  impound  the  water  on 
territory  farther  up  the  river.  That  the  situation,  there- 
unjust  one  to  Americans,  and  one  which  the  Government 
lit  to  inflict  upon  them,  and  that  the  entire  situation  lies  in 
i  the  Government  storage  as  proposed  is  excessive,  when,  if 
tde  appropriate  to  the  amount  of  land  expected  to  be  irri- 
whole  cause  of  friction  would  be  removed  and  the  storage 
Id  be  put  in  with  perfect  impunity  and  without  any  sort  of 
ietraction  to  the  plan  of  the  Government  dam. 
ve  before  intimated,  it  looks  to  me  very  much  as  if  the 
jreneral's  Office  was  being  used  by  those  interested  to  accom- 
un just  purpose,  and  I  greatly  doubt  if  the  real  situation  in 
1  below  is  well  understood.  If  it  were,  I  can  scarcely  believe 
ttorney-General  would  have  instituted  the  proceedings  he 
the  most,  that  he  would  have  been  satisfied  with  the  result 
ision  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  Mexico.  If  he  is  success- 
Jnited  States  Supreme  Court,  it  will  amount  to  the  practical 
m  of  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  American  property,  so  as 
unnecessary  excess  of  water  to  the  two  valleys — the  El  Pe^sft 
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and  the  Juarez.     The  origin  of  this  plan  was  born  at  EI  Paso  an 
been  there  fostered  throughout. 

The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  caU  your  attention  to  the  true 
of  affairs  apart  from  any  ofi&cial  reports  which  have  been  herel 
received  by  you,  and  to  suggest  that  all  friction  and  trouble  y 
be  obviated  by  the  simple  measure  of  building  such  a  Govern 
dam  as  will  serve  the  purpose,  instead  of  the  enormous  and  uni 
sary  structure  contemplated,  and  that  this  will  promote  the  de^ 
ment  of  an  exceedingly  valuable  territory  in  New  Mexico,  whici 
present  action  of  the  Government  is  calculated  to  destroy. 
Very  respectfully, 

Ernest  Daljs  Ow: 

William  McKinley,  President. 

(Duplicate  of  letter  sent  to  Seci-etaiy  of  State  and  Secretary  o 
Interior.) 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  March  8,  1898. 
The  President. 

Sm:  I  am  in  receipt  of,  under  date  of  the  2d  instant,  by  reference 
from  the  Secretary  to  the  President,  the  following  Senate  resolution: 

fiesolved.  That  the  President  he,  and  he  is  herehy,  requested,  if  not  incompatihle 

vith  the  public  interests,  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  proceedings  of  the  inter- 

latiomd  commission  authorized  in  the  concurrent  resolution  of  Congress  of  April 

twoity-ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  and  a  suhsequent  international  con- 

mtion  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  of  May  sixtn,  eighteen  hundred  and 

linety-six,  and  also  the  corresi)ondence  relatinff  thereto  with  Mexico  by  the  Depart- 

omt  of  the  Interior,  Department  of  War,  and  Depuiment  of  Justice,  as  w.ell  as 

tie  Department  of  State,  relating  to  the  equitable  distribution  of  the  waters  of  the 

3io  Grande  River,  including  the  draft  of  an  incomplete  treaty  between  said  Gov- 

^nments,  n^^otiated  between  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Olney,  on  the  part 

^  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Romero  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  and  all  the  corre- 

vpondenoe  between  said  of&cials  relating  thereto. 

In  reply  you  are  advised  that  this  Department  has  never  had  any 
correspondence  with  Mexico  relative  to  the  international  commission 
or  the  international  convention  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  but  it  has 
Siad  a  considerable  correspondence  with  the  Department  of  State  rel- 
ative to  the  equitable  distribution  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
TTiis  corre8X)ondence  arose  through  the  conflicting  applications  of  the 
Kio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company  and  the  Mesilla  Valley  Land 
■Kid  Irrigation  Company  for  right  of  way  over  the  public  lands  for 
Ungating  purposes  in  New  Mexico.  The  result  of  that  correspond- 
ence was  that  this  Department  suspended  action  on  all  applications 
^or  right  of  way  for  irrigating  purposes  over  the  public  lands  in  the 
territory  of  New  Mexico  and  the  State  of  Colorado  where  the  waters 
^«r  such  irrigating  purposes  are  to  be  drawn  from  the  Rio  Grande  or 
^ny  of  its  tributaries  north  of  the  Pecos  River,  and  action  on  the  con- 
flicting applications  of  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company' 
^nd  the  Mesilla  Valley  Land  and  Irrigation  Company  was  also  sus- 
t^nded.  A  memorandum  of  that  correspondence  and  of  the  papers 
^  file  in  this  Department  relative  thereto  is  herewith  transmitted  for 
^oar  information  and  for  transmittal  to  the  Senate  in  case  you  should 
4eem  the  same  advisable. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  N.  Bliss,  Secretary, 


•he  Bio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company  v.  Mesilla  Valley  Land 

AND  Irrigation  Company. 

^kmoranda  of  papers  on  file  in  lands  and  railroads  division  of  the  office  of  the 

Secretary  of  the  hiterior, 

August  10, 1896.    Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
llted  AagnBt  15, 1896,  sahmitting  maps  and  papers  in  the  matter  of  the  conflicting 
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applications  for  right  of  way  in  the  case  of  the  Rio  Qrande  Dam  and  Irrigi 
C!ompany  v.  Mesilla  Valley  Land  and  Irrigation  Comi)any,  as  follows: 

MESILLA   VALLEY  LAND  AND  IRRIGATION   CX)MPANY. 

1.  Articles  of  incorx>oration,  filed  in  the  land  office  at  LasCmces,  N.  Max., 
mary  4, 1894,  by  the  company. 

2.  Proofs  of  organization,  filed  in  the  land  office  at  Las  Omces  Febroary  18, 
8.  Two  maps  with  field  notes,  filed  in  the  land  office  at  Las  Graces  Janna 

1896. 

4.  Separate  field  notes  of  canal,  filed  in  the  land  office  at  LasCmces  Janna 
1896. 

5.  Separate  field  notes  of  reservoir  site,  filed  in  the  land  office  at  Las  Cmoes 
nary  9, 1896. 

6.  Separate  field  notes  of  witness  comers,  filed  in  the  land  office  at  Las  Ci 
Jannary  9, 1896. 

7.  Copy  of  the  company's  title  or  right  to  appropriate  water  needed  for  itsca 
ditches,  and  reservoirs,  filed  in  the  land  office  at  Las  Cmces  Jannary  9, 1896. 

8.  Certificate  of  secretary  of  New  Mexico  as  to  corporation  and  irrigation 
forwarded  to  Washington,  filed  in  the  land  office  at  Las  Cmces  Jannary  9, 18 

9.  Statement  of  amonnt  of  water  flowing  in  stream  snppljdng  reservoir 
canals,  filed  in  land  office  at  Las  Cmces  Jannary  9, 1896. 

10.  Certificate  of  company  that  reservoir  sites  and  canal  right  of  way  are  da 
for  sole  pnrpose  of  irrigation,  filed  in  land  office  at  Las  Cmces  January  9, 189 

11.  Statement  in  snpport  of  priority  claimed  by  applicant  for  its  application 
Implication  of  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company,  filed  in  land  office  at 
C&nces  Jannary  20, 1896. 

12.  Statement  withont  date,  relative  to  application  of  Mesilla  Valley  Land 
Irrigation  Company  for  right  of  way  for  reservoir  and  canal. 

13.  Affidavit  of  William  E.  Baker  as  to  tender  for  filing,  on  Jannary  18, : 
of  statement  in  behalf  of  applicant  as  to  priority  in  matter  of  application, 
filed  in  land  office  at  Las  Cmces  Jannary  20, 1896. 

14.  Letter  from  register  at  Las  Cmces,  dated  Jannary  25,  1896,  to  the  Com 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  relative  to  affidavit  of  W.  E.  Baker,  with  lei 
from  the  receiver  and  C.  T.  Jordan  attached. 

15.  Affidavit  of  president  of  company  relative  to  surveys  represented  on  i 
and  field  notes. 

16.  Copy  of  laws  of  New  Mexico  authorizing  formation  of  companies  for 
pose  of  constructing  irrigating  canals,  etc. 

RIO  GRANDE  DAM  AND  IRRIGATION  COMPANY. 

17.  Map  showing  location  of  Dam  No.  4  and  6  miles  of  canal,  filed  in  the! 
office  at  Las  Cmces  July  11,  1895. 

18.  Articles  of  incorporation,  proofs  of  organization,  Territorial  laws,  etc, 
in  land  office  at  Las  Cmces  February  3,  1894. 

19.  Field  notes  of  dam  and  canal,  filed  in  the  land  office  at  Las  Cmces  Jul: 
1895. 

20.  Statement  of  president  of  company  relative  to  survey  of  dam  and  canal  s 
filed  in  office  at  Las  Cmces  July  11,  1895. 

21.  Certificate  of  the  company  that  the  reservoir  site  and  canal  right  of  waj 
desired  for  the  sole  pnrpose  of  irrigation,  and  also  certificate  of  the  secretai 
the  Territory  as  to  existing  laws  on  subject  of  irrigation,  filed  at  Las  Cr 
November  23,  1895. 

22.  Statement  of  the  company  as  to  its  priority  over  the  Mesilla  Vallej  I 
and  Irrigation  Company,  filed  at  Las  Cmces  December  6,  1895. 

23.  Additional  statement  of  the  company  as  to  its  priorities  over  Mesilla  Vi 
Land  and  Irrigation  Company,  filed  at  Las  Cmces  January  20,  1896. 

August  26,  1896.  Letter  to  Secretary  from  E.  C.  Roberts,  president  of 
Grande  Dam  and  Irrigating  Company,  dated  August  18,  1896,  relative  to  pric 
of  rights  of  Rio  Grande  company. 

September  15, 1896.  Telegram  from  E.  C.  Roberts,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  asking d 
in  action  on  priority  of  rights. 

September  17,  1896,  Letter  from  same,  dated  September  12, 1896,  asking  d 
until  arrival  of  letter  from  attorney  for  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  C 
pany. 
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S^tember  21, 1896.    J.  H.  McQowan,  city,  enters  appearance  for  Rio  Qrande 
Eton  and  Irrigation  Company. 
September  26, 1896.    Letter  from  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office,  dated 
September  24, 1896,  snbmittog  petition  of  citizens  of  Las  Crnces  asking  approval  of 
both  applications  with  priority  to  Mesilla  Valley  Land  and  Irrigation  Company. 
November  10, 1896.    Letter  from  H.  C.  Newman,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  dated  October 
I,  inclosing  one  from  president  of  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company  rela- 
i[fe  to  constmction  of  dam. 
November  10, 1896.    Letter  from  J.  E.  Townsend,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  dated  October 
1^  relative  to  case. 

November  2,  1896,  Letter  from  Secretarv  of  State,  dated  October  31,  1896. 
iMdosin^  cop^  of  letter  from  Col.  A.  Mills,  U.  S.  A.,  asking  delay  in  action  on  all 
nplications  nil  receipt  by  State  Department  of  report  on  a  petition  by  Mexican 
Government  in  premises. 

November  13, 1896.    J.  H.  McGowan  and  Holcomb  &  Keegin,  attorneys  for  Rio 

Gxande  company,  file  certain  evidence  relating  to  applications  of  both  companies. 

November  18,  1896.    Letter  from  the  Conmiissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

dited  November  17,  submitting  letter  from  E.  D.  Owen,  attorney  for  Mesilla  com- 

fuiy,  relative  to  case. 

November  7, 1896.  E.  D.  Owen  files  argument  for  Mesilla  company,  in  favor  of 
«vly  approval  of  right  of  way  to  company. 

November  20, 1896.  E.  D.  Owen  files  answer  to  argument  against  giving  priority 
9f  right  of  way  to  Mesilla  company. 

December  7,  1896.  Letter  from  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office  relative  to 
iroroved  applications  for  right  of  way  under  act  of  March  3,  1891,  on  the  Rio 
mnde  and  its  tributaries. 

December  9, 1896.  Letter  from  E.  D.  Owen,  dated  December  5,  1896,  relative  to 
kiefs  filed  by  opposite  counsel  in  case. 

December  19, 1896.    Letter  from  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office  dated 

December  18,  1896,  submitting  list  of  applications  for  right  of  way  now  pending 

tefore  Department  which  are  affected  by  Department  order  of  December  5, 1896. 

December  24, 1896.    Letter  from  Secretary  of  State  dated  November  30,  1896, 

iziclosing  report  of  Col.  A.  Mills  relative  to  rights  of  irrigation  companies  along 

^  Rio  Grande,  and  suggests  delay  of  action  on  applications  now  pending  untu 

questions  now  before  International  Boundary  Commission  are  determined,  with 

Attached  {papers;  also  copy  of  resolution  of  Congress,  April  29,  1890. 

January  13,  1897,  Letter  from  Secretary  of  State,  dated  January  11,  1897,  ask- 
ing that  suspension  of  right  of  way  for  companies  on  Pecos  River  be  relieved  and 
^t  suspension  apply  only  to  tributaries  of  Rio  Grande  above  international 
liotmdary,  etc. 

January  22, 1897.  Letter  from  W.  F.  Smith,  Chicago,  lU.,  dated  January  17, 
^king  status  of  application  of  Mesilla  Vallev  Land  and  Irrigation  Company  for 
^leaervoir  site  on  the  Rio  Grande  near  Fort  Selden,  N.  Mex. 

February  2, 1897.  Same,  dated  January  28,  asks  if  no  action  is  to  be  taken  on 
^plication  till  the  controversy  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  is  finally 
disposed  of. 

February  9,  1897.    Telegram  from  register  at  Las  Crnces  stating  that  reply  of 
^o  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company  has  been  forwarded  by  mail. 
February  10,  1897.    Telegram  from  same  asking  instructions. 
February  12, 1897.    Telegram  from  J.  A.  Harper,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  asking  that 
'^ork  by  English  company  near  Fort  Selden  be  stopped. 

February  13, 1897.  Register  at  Las  Crnces,  under  aate  of  February  8, 1897,  trans- 
Ittdts  reply  of  Rio  Grande  Company  to  notice  that  they  have  no  authority  to  con- 
Ktanict  dam. 

February  15,  1897.  Letter  from  register  at  Las  Crnces,  relative  to  building  of 
•  dam  near  Fort  SeldeD,  N.  Mex.,  dated  February  G. 

February  20.  1897.    Telegram  from  register  at  Las  Crnces,  dated  February  4, 
ielative  to  building  of  dam  near  Fort  Selden;  also  one  dated  February  5,  relative 
losame. 
April  5,  1897.    Letter  from  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  dated  April  1,  1897, 

6 closing  copy  of  note  from  the  Mexican  minister  relative  to  the  damming  of  the 
o  Grande  by  parties  in  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  and  Texas. 
'  May  1,  1897.     Letter  from  Secretary  of  War,  dated  April  29,  1897,  inclosing 
ppy  of  opinion  of  Attorney-General  as  to  right  of  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and 
bngation  Company  to  erect  dam  across  the  Rio  Grande. 

May  7,  1897.  Letter  from  Secretary  of  State,  dated  May  5,  inclosing  copy  of 
letter  from  Secretary  of  War  and  an  opinion  of  Attorney-General  relative  to  right 
b  erect  dams  for  irrigation  purposes  across  the  Rio  Grande. 


I 

HI-' 


juana  v^umpany,  ijiiaii^eu,  can  ug  buuhiuizcu.  tsvuij  uj  tj^xirviMry  ui  oi«n«  ciu 
1896, 

June  6,  1896.  Letter  from  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office,  dated  J* 
returning  letter  of  N.  P.  Allison  with  report. 

Jane  25, 1896,  Letter  from  Acting  Secretary  of  State  acknowledging  reoe 
letter  inclosing  letter  from  N.  P.  Allison  of  April  10. 

July  3,  1896.  Letter  from  N.  P.  Allison,  dated  June  24, 1896.  relative  to  st 
of  water  in  Rio  Grande  Valley  and  the  rights  of  the  Rio  Grande  Irrigatioi 
Land  Company,  Limited. 

Rio  Grande  Dam  anp  Irrigation  Company  and  Othsrs. 

Memoranda  of  letters  of  record  in  office  of  Secretary  of  Interior^  lands  and 

roads  division. 

1.  Letter  to  N.  P.  Allison.  London,  England,  dated  June  11. 1896,  in  rei 
letter  from  him  of  April  10, 1896. 

2.  Letter  to  Secretary  of  State,  dated  June  11, 1896,  inclosing  letter  from 
Allison  of  April  10, 1896. 

8.  Letter  to  H.  L.  Newman,  dated  October  16,  1896,  acknowledging  lett 
October  9, 1896. 

4.  Letter  to  J.  E.  Townsend,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  dated  October  16, 1896,  replyi 
letter  of  October  9, 1896. 

5.  Letter  to  Commissioner  of  Orener^  Land  Office,  dated  December  5, 189( 
pending  action  on  all  applications  for  right  of  way  for  irrigation  pmposes  thi 
public  lands  in  Coloraao  and  New  Mexico. 

6.  Letter  to  Secretary  of  State,  dated  December  10, 1896,  relative  to  permi 
use  of  water  of  Rio  Grande  for  irrigation  purposes. 

7.  Letter  to  Secretary  of  State,  diated  December  19, 1896,  inclosing  papei 

Sared  by  Assistant  Attorney-General  setting  forth  claims  and  contentions  c 
hrande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company  and  discussing  the  laws  of  Colorado 
New  Mexico  relating  to  water  and  acts  of  Congress  and  rulings  of  In 
Department  regarding  irrigation. 

8.  Letter  to  Secretary  of  State*  dated  January  18, 1897,  relative  to  modific 
of  order  of  December  5, 1896,  suspending  action  on  applications  for  right  oi 
for  reservoirs,  etc. 

9.  Letter  to  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office,  dated  January  13, 

•modifvincr  nrHftr  nf  nAr-Arnhfir  n    1AflA 
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14.  Letter  to  Secretary  of  State,  dated  May  7, 1897,  acknowledging  letter  of  May 
r>.  1897,  inclosing  copy  of  letter  A'om  Secretary  of  War  and  copy  of  opinion  of 
Attomey-Oeneral  reiatiye  to  right  to  erect  dam  across  Rio  Granae  above  El  Paso. 

15.  Letter  to  Attorney-General,  dated  Jnly  1,  1897.  acknowledging  letter  of 
Jnxie  15, 1897,  relative  to  dam  across  Rio  Grande  at  Elephant  Bnttes,  N.  Mex. 


Department  op  Justice, 
Washingfmi,  D,  C,  March  IS,  1S98, 
The  President. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  the  records  of  this  Department  do 
Bot  show  any  correspondence  between  it  and  the  Mexican  minister,  or 
other  authorities  of  the  Mexican  Government,  relating  to  the  equitable 
distribution  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  is  the  subject  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  dated  February  26,  1898. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  W.  Griggs, 

AUortiey-  Oeneral. 
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DNSULAR  CORBESPONDfNCE  BESPECTING  THE  CONDITION 
OF  THE  BECONCENTBADOS  IN  CUBA,  THE  STATE  OF 
THE  WAB  IN  THAT  ISLAND,  AND  THE  PROS- 
PECTS OF  THE  PROJECTED  AUTONOMY. 


MESSAGE 


FBOM  IBM 


mESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TRAHBHTTTDfO 


IN  RESPONSE  TO  THE  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  SENATE,  DATED  FEBRUARY  14. 
1898,  CALLING  FOR  INFORMATION  IN  RESPECT  TO  THE  CONDITION  OF 
THE  RECONCENTRADOS  IN  CUBA,  THE  STATE  OF  THE  WAR 
AND  THE  COUNTRY,  AND  THE  PROSPECTS  OF  PRO- 
JECTED AUTONOMY  IN  THAT  ISLAND. 


AnuL  11, 1898.— Read,  fefemd  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
RelAtiona,  uid  ordered  to  be  printed. 


WASHmOTON: 
OOySBNMSNT  PBINTINO  OFFIOS 

1898. 


u. 


i 


!Fo  the  Senate  oj  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
X4th  of  Febniary  last  calling  for  information  and  correspondence  in 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Island  of  Ouba  and  to  negotiations  for 
oommercial  relations  between  the  United  States  and  that  island,  a 
xeport  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  its  accompanying  correspondence 
oovering  the  first  inquiry  of  the  resolution,  together  with  a  report  of 
tlie  special  commissioner  plenipotentiary  charged  with  commercial 
liegotiations  under  the  provisions  of  the  tariff  act  approved  July  24, 
1897,  in  response  to  the  second  inquiry. 

William  MoE^inley. 

ExBOUxrvB  Mansion, 

Washington,  April  11,  1698. 


The  President  : 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  had  the  honor  to  receive,  by  reference 
from  the  President,  a  resolution  adopted  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Btates  on  the  14th  of  February  last,  reading  as  follows : 

Besolvedf  That  the  President  is  requested,  if  in  his  opinion  it  is  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  service,  to  send  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the 'reports  of  the  consul- 
general  and  of  the  consnls  of  the  United  States  in  Cuba,  written  or  received  since 
Mftrch  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  which  relate  to  the  state  of  war 
in  that  island  and  the  condition  of  the  people  there,  or  that  he  will  send  such  parts 
of  said  reports  as  will  inform  the  Senate  as  to  these  facts. 

Second.  That  the  President  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  agent  of  a  government 
in  Cuba  has  been  accredited  to  this  Government  or  the  President  of  the  United 
States  with  authority  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  reciprocity  with  the  United  States,  or 
any  other  diplomatic  or  commercial  agreement  with  the  United  States,  and  whether 
BQch  person  has  been  recognized  and  received  as  the  representative  of  such  govern- 
ment in  Cuba. 

This  resolution  contemplates  answer  being  made  to  two  separable 
inquiries:  First,  in  relation  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  Cuba, 
and,  secondly,  with  regard  to  the  action  had  in  view  of  the  overtures  of 
the  Government  of  Spain  for  a  reciprocal  commercial  agreement  cover- 
ing, particularly,  the  trade  between  the  Uuited  States  and  the  Island 
of  Cuba. 

The  conduct  of  commercial  negotiations  under  the  authority  SAxd.  vw. 
accordance  with  the  conditions  found  in  sections  3^  4^  aiidi  t>  oi  \iXv^  ^^^- 
jDg  tanfr  act  approved  July  24,  1897,  having  \>eeTL  'mtrafiXfe^  Xft  ^  ^^^- 


that  honorable  body  of  all  or  of  a  practical  selection  of  the  rep 
the  consul-general  and  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  Cubai 
or  received  since  March  4, 1897,  which  relate  to  the  state  of  war 
island  and  the  condition  of  the  people  there,  appears  to  leave  it 
discretion  of  the  President  to  direct  the  scoi)e  of  the  informatio 
so  reported  and  the  manner  of  its  communication.  The  under 
having  taken  the  Premdent's  direction  on  both  these  points,  li 
honor  to  lay  before  him  a  selection  of  the  correspondence  reoei' 
the  Department  of  State  from  the  various  consular  representat 
Cuba,  aiming  thereby  to  show  the  present  situation  in  the  island 
than  to  give  a  historical  account  of  all  the  reported  incidents  si 
date  assigned  by  the  resolution. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

John  Shsb 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtofij  April  11^  1898. 


Department  op  State,  Washington, 
Office  of  Special  Commissioner  Plenipoten\ 
The  President: 

In  response  to  the  following  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passec 
date  of  February  14,  1898,  and  which  was  referred  to  the  undei 
for  report,  viz: 

Second.  That  the  President  inform  the  Senate  whether  itny  agent  of  a  gof 
in  Cuha  haa  been  accredited  to  this  GoTemment  or  the  President  (»f  th< 
States,  with  authority  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  recipioaity  with  tkm  UBlte 
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lents  with  Spain,  and  that  a  representative  of  Cuba  woold 

be  associated  for  the  interests  of  that  island. 

date  of  December  9, 1897,  the  minister  of  the  United  States 

d  was  instructed  to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  the  Spanish 

lent  in  respect  to  these  negotiations. 

date  of  January  24,  1898,  'a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Woodford 

to  this  office)  advised  the  Secretary  of  State  that  arrange- 

ire  made  for  the  negotiation  of  a  commercial  treaty  between 

d  the  United  States;  that  separate  provisions  would  be  made 

;  and  that  the  Cuban  insular  government  would  appoint  a 

to  represent  that  island  in  the  negotiations.    This  was  accom- 

y  a  memorandum  from  the  Spanish  minister  of  colonies,  stat- 

the  same  rules  as  fdr  Ouba  might  be  applied  to  Puerto  Eico, 

jesting  a  basis  for  the  negotiations.    This  communication  was 

to  this  office  on  the  4th  of  February. 

)  6th  of  February,  the  Spanish  minister,  Mr.  Dupuy  de  Lome, 

1  the  undersigned,  and  announced  that  he  was  authorized  to 

t  SjMiin  in  the  i)ending  negotiations,  and  that  a  special  rep- 

ve  would  arrive  from  Cuba,  under  appointment  of  the  insular 

ent,  to  act  as  far  as  the  interests  of  that  island  were  involved. 

taoned  the  name  of  Senor  Angulo  as  the  gentleman  who  had 

Ingested  in  Cuba  for  that  appointment;  but  the  delegate  was 

ally  notified  to  this  office. 

»rch  17  a  note  from  the  Spanish  minister,  Seiior  Polo  de  Bar- 

Iressed  under  date  of  the  16th  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

irred  to  this  office.    In  that  note  his  excellency  advised  this 

lent  of  his  appointment  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  Regent  of 

conduct  these  negotiations,  assist^ed  by  Senor  Manuel  Eafael 

as  special  delegate  of  the  insular  government  of  Cuba,  who 

3  aided  by  two  technical  assistants  also  appointed  by  the  Cuban 

lent;  and,  further,  that  an  officer  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 

uld  be  added  in  the  same  character. 

:cellency  announced  his  readiness  to  commence  the  labors  of 

nission  so  soon  as  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should 

e  the  general  plan  for  carrying  on  the  work. 

ctfully  submitted,  March  17, 1898. 

John  A.  Kasson, 
Special  Commissioner  Plenipotentiary. 
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LIST  OF  DISPATCHES, 

FROM  HAVANA. 

.  704.— November  17, 1897,  2  inclosures. 
.  709.— November  23, 1897, 1  inolosure. 
.  710.— November  23, 1897. 
.  712. — November  27, 1897, 1  inclosnre. 
.  717.— December  3, 1897. 
.  718.— December  3, 1897. 
.  723.— December  7, 1897. 
.726.— December  13, 1897. 
.  727.— December  14, 1897. 
.732.— December  28, 1897. 
.  733.— December  28, 1897. 
iegram — January  5, 1898. 
.  738.— January  5, 1898. 
.742.— January  8, 1898. 
.  744. — January  13, 1898, 1  inclosurc. 
.746. — January  13, 1898, 1  inelosure. 
.747.— January  15,1898. 
.749.— January  18, 1898. 
.  754. — ^Jnnuary  21, 1898, 1  inclosnre. 
.  756.— January  22, 1898. 
.767.— February  4, 1898. 
.  773.— February  10, 1898. 
iegram — February  10, 1898. 
.775. — February  15, 1898, 1  inclosnre. 
785.— March  1, 1898. 
egram— March  3, 1898. 
795.— March  14, 1898, 1  inclosnre. 
797.— March  17, 1898. 
egram— March  24, 1898. 
803.— March  28, 1898. 
809.— April  1, 1898. 
137. — January  10,  1898,  from  Cienfnegos. 

FROM  MATANZA.S. 

95.— November  17,  1897. 
97.— December  17,  1897. 
99. — January  18,  1898,  1  incloeure. 
100.— February  8, 1898. 

FROM  SANTIAGO  DE  CUBA 

406. — November  15,  1897,  1  inclosure. 
407.— November  20,  1897,  1  inclosnre. 
409.— November  26,  1897. 
410.— December  5, 1897. 
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No.  413.— December  14,  1897. 

No.  415.— December  21,  1897. 

No.  418.— JEDiiary  1,  1898. 

No.  420.— January  8,  1898. 

No.  421. —January  12,  1898,  1  inclosure. 

No.  424.— January  22,  1898. 

No.  427.— January  31,  1898. 

No.  428.— February  1,  1898. 

No.  432.— February  15,  1898. 

No.  434.— February  16,  1898. 

No.  437.— February  26,  1898,  1  inclosure. 

No.  439.— March  24,  1898. 

FROM  SAGUA  LA  GRANDE. 

No.  261.— November  11, 1897. 

No.  264.— November  20, 1897. 

No.  266.— November  25, 1897;  2  inclosuros. 

No.  270.— December  13,1897;  2  inclosures. 

No.  271.— December  15, 1897. 

December  28, 1897. 
No.  273. — January  8, 1898 ;  2  inclosures. 
No.  278.— January  15, 1898. 

January  10, 1898. 
No.  284.— January  27, 1898. 
No.  286.— January  31, 1898. 
No.  288.— February  17, 1898. 
No.  294.— March  12, 1898. 
No.  295.— March  14. 1898. 
Tel.— March  24, 1898. 
No.  299.— March  24, 1898. 
No.  297.— March  21, 1898. 
Decrees  o£  November  26  and  27,  1897,  relating  to  autonomy  in^thc  Island  of  Ci 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 

IKo.  704. J  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana^  November  17,  1897. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  bouor  to  transmit  herewith  several  copies,  with  a 
^banslatioii,  of  a  decree  of  the  Governor-General  respecting  the  "  recon- 
^sentrados,"  and  the  conditions  under  which  they  may  return  to  their 
liomes;  and  also  a  copy  and  translation  of  an  article  from  La  Lucha  of 
'^he  15th  instant,  reporting  an  interview  with  me. 
I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

Comulr  General. 


I 


[iDclo^are  Xo.  1,  with  dispatch  No.  704.] 
GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  ISLAND  OF  CUBA. 

PROCLAMATION. 

X>on  Ramon  t  Erenas,  Marquis  of  Peua  Plata,  governor-general,  captain-general, 
and  general  in  chief  of  the  army  of  thie  island. 

Decided  to  afford  the  protection  due  by  the  Government  to  the  country  people 
Concentrated  in  the  towns,  I  have  procured,  by  all  means  within  the  reach  of  the 
Authority,  to  better  the  condition  to  which  the  rural  population  of  this  island  has 
^een  reduced,  more  than  by  the  direct  effort  of  the  war  measures  previously  adopted, 
^«  a  natural  consequence  of  a  violent  and  unjust  insurrection,  which,  having  imposed 
i'tself  on  this  country,  made  itself  felt  trom  the  first  moment  as  an  attempt  against 
t^^e  national  sovereignty  and  as  a  work  of  devastation  of  the  country,  but  especially 
^«  the  result  of  extreme  passions  let  loose  against  the  majoritv  of  the  Cuban  popula- 
t^ion,  honest,  active,  and  loyal,  contended  with  the  progress  of  it«  increasing  culture, 
Satisfied  with  the  prosperity  attained  by  its  arts,  its  apiculture,  industry,  and  coni- 
*^erce,  proud  of  its  race  and  nationality,  and  which  aft-er  having  undergone  without 
disturbance  the  transformation  from  the  work  of  slaves  to  that  of  freemen,  offered  to 
^be  world,  as  a  special  case  of  history,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  triumphs  of  liberty, 
United  with  the  cause  of  order,  was  resolved  to  preserve  in  the  noble  purpose  of 
o>>taining  through  the  evolution  of  ideas  and  by  the  peaceful  struggles  of  law  the 
Consecration  of  its  aspirations  within  the  Spanish  sovereignty. 

To  that  purpose  I  have  directed  all  the  efforts  which  I  have'deemed  opportune  and 
Pertinent,  from  ordering  in  a  decided  and  conclusive  manner  that  the  reconcentrados 
oe  furnished  with  a  daily  ration  and  that  the  sick  in  the  hospitals  be  duly  attended,  to 
Ordering  by  a  recent  decree  (bando)  the  reorganization  of  agricultural  and  industrial 
labors,  as  well  as  its  normalization,  to  the  end  that  without  obstacles  nor  difficulties 
the  poor  people,  speciality,  should  be  able  to  find  means  of  subsistence,  mitigation 
for  their  economic  situation,  and  a  possible  remedy  for  their  misfortunes. 

The  work  of  absolutely  suspending  the  concentration  and  of  remedying  immedi- 
i^tely  the  evils  derived  therefrom  not  being  possible,  unless  it  should  be  pretended 
that  a  crowd,  composed  largely  of  women  and  children,  be  launched  into  the  fields, 
Exposed,  therefore,  to  Nuffer  even  greater  evils  than  that  which  they  may  experience 
^y  remaining  in  the  towns  and  wTiich  would  surely  give  riae  to  ^a  ^ct\o\s»  <i«v«Ksct«t^ 
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as  the  concentration  measures  have  caused,  it  becomes  necessary  to  proceed  in  tl 
matter  with  the  foresight,  good  sense,  and  tact  imposed  by  events  and  which  t 
authority  can  not  ignore. 

In  view  of  these  considerations  and  having  resolved  to  make  the  causes  of  tl 
evil  disappear  as  far  as  possible,  prudently,  and  for  the  benefit  of  all,  until  obtA 
ing  the  complete  reestablishment  of  the  normality  in  the  life  of  the  rural  popnlati 
I  have  decided  to  order  as  follows : 

First.  All  recoucentrados  possessing  farms,  as  owners,  lessees,  or  in  partnersh 
and  who  possess  elements  and  resources  to  help  themselves,  can  again  establish  the 
selves  in  same  and  commence  to  work,  for  which  they  shall  count  with  the  prot 
tion  and  aid  assured  t-o  them  by  the  last  instructions  regarding  the  reorganizati 
of  agricultural  and  industrial  labors.  To  this  end,  they  shall  obtain  from  t 
proper  civil  or  military  authority  the  piece  of  land  where  they  are  to  establish  the 
selves,  a  permit  bearing  the  name  of  the  individuals  composing  the  family,  t 
names  of  the  j^ersons  accompanying  them,  number  and  kind  of  animals  which  til 
may  keep,  agricultural  and  other  implements  which  they  may  need,  and  the  kind 
labor  they  will  undertake;  and  they  shall  at  the  same  time  prove  howtbejw 
obtain  the  implements,  clothes,  and  effects  which  they  may  need  from  the  mome 
of  their  establishment. 

Second.  Those  not  comprised  in  such  case,  but  who  attend  to  the  industrial  « 
agricultural  labors,  as  arttsans  and  laborers,  can  do  so,  provided  they  reside  in  t 
farm  or  plantation  where  they  work,  that  they  pass  the  night  within  the  fortifi 
place  of  said  farm  or  plantation,  and  that  they  always  carry  with  them  their  prop 
personal  documents. 

Third.  To  this  end  the  sugar  estates,  cane  fields  (colonias  de  cana),  tobacco  pli 
tations,  coffee  plantations,  and  other  farms  or  plantations  of  importance  propel 
defended  shall  be  considered  as  centers  of  labor,  and  their  owners  are  authorised 
have  in  them' the  necessary  employees  and  laborers— the  present  reconcentradoe 
well  as  persons  who  having  invoked  pardon  have  complied  with  the  formalitiei 
surrender.  Special  care  should  be  adopted  that  the  proper  hygienic  measures  i 
carried  out  which  may  guarantee  the  health  of  the  laboring  population. 

Fourth.  In  all  cases  to  which  the  preceding  para^aphs  refer  to,  are  the  owna 
essees,  or  partners  of  the  farms  or  plantations  obliged  to  build  centers  of  defee 
of  the  zones  of  cultivation  which  they  comprehend,  and  in  the  exterior  circuit 
which  shall  be  established,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  g:eneral  staff 
the  army,  the  basis  of  operations  of  the  columns  in  charge  of  fighting  the  rebi 
and  of  defending  such  centers  whenever  necessary.  To  this  end  the  owners,  lesM 
and  partners  of  farms  or  plantations  are  authorized  to  carry  arms  for  their  defeu 
and  the  employees  and  laborers  are  authorized  to  carry  revolver  and  machete  I 
the  defense  of  the  zone  which  guarantees  the  elements  of  life  to  their  persons  si 
their  families'  subsistence — after  obtaining  due  permission  f^om  the  local  authoriti 
in  accordance  with  the  owners  of  the  farms  or  plantations. 

Fifth.  The  families  and  persons  now  coucentrated  who  will  not  be  able  to  enj( 
the  benefits  which  those  comprised  in  the  foregoing  cases  may  obtain,  either  beeat 
they  have  no  piece  of  land,  or  because  they  have  no  resources  with  which  to  estal 
lish  themselves  in  same,  or  because  they  are  unable  to  work,  shall  remain  id  tl 
towns  under  the  direct  protection  of  the  boards  for  the  protection  of  the  recoDcS 
trados  which  shall  be  constituted  with  Government  funds  and  with  the  aid  of  publi 
charity. 

Sixth.  These  boards  shall  be  immediately  organized  in  the  capitals  of  the  provino 
by  the  civil  governors,  by  the  alcaldes  (mayors)  in  the  municipal  districts,  and  \ 
the  deputies  from  the  city  governments  (ayuntamientos)  in  the  towns,  and  theribi 
act  under  the  direction  and  presidency  of  the  said  civil  authorities,  who  for  the  pe 
pone  of  constituting  said  boards  shall  associate  themselves  as  follows:  (1)  To  tl 
military  commandants,  who  are  already  instructed  by  the  general  staff  of  the 
obligation  to  ratiou  the  recoucentrados;'  (2)  to  the  parish  priests,  whom  the  ecclti 
astic  authority  shall  inform  them  of  the  cooperation  they  shall  tender  to  •!« 
humane  purposes;  (3)  to  the  municipal  physicians,  to  whom  pertains  the  medio 
aid^)f  those  who  may  need  it;  and  (4)  to  the  proprietors,  merchants,  traders, «i 
agriculturists  whom  the  presidents  may  designate. 

Seventh.  The  protection  afforded  by  these  boards  shall  extend  under  the  sat 
conditions,  not  only  to  the  recoucentrados,  but  to  persons  coming  from  the  reb 
camp  and  who  have  invoked  pardon,  while  they  lack  means  of  subsistence. 

Eighth.  These  boards  shall  report  their  works  every  fifteen  days  to  their  respectit 
presidents  or  to  their  superiors,  who  in  turn  shall  report  to  the  secretary's  office < 
the  General  Government  of  the  island. 

Ninth.  The  civil  and  military  authorities  in  charge  of  the  execution  of  these  pn 
visions  shall  see  that  thev  are  strictly  complied  with,  under  their  responsibility. 
Havana,  13  November,  'l897. 

Ram(»n  Blaxco- 


CUBAN   CORRESPONDENCE.  7 

[Inclosure  Xo.  2,  with  diapatoh  No.  70i.] 

[From  Lft  Luclm,  of  Havana,  November  16, 1807.] 

MR.   LEE  SPEAKS. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  this 
island,  Mr.  Fitzhngh  Lee,  and  because  of  the  rumors  published  by  the  press  of  his 
country  regarding  the  attitude  which  the  said  consular  representative  would  assume, 
as  well  as  because  of  the  report  published  by  some  Madrid  paper  relative  to  a  ban- 
quet given  by  the  New  York  filibusters  to  Mr.  Lee,  everything  connected  with  the 
latter  has  again  obtained  a  certain  importance. 

Yesterday,  by  the  American  steamer  Seguranoa,  Mr.  Lee  arrived  from  the  leave  of 
absence  granted  to  him  by  his  Government. 

Desirous  of  greeting  Mr.  Lee  and  of  learning  the  position  he  would  adopt  in  con- 
nection with  uie  new  policy  which  the  Supreme  Government  intends  to  pursue  in 
thia  island,  we  commissioned  one  of  our  reporters  to  interview  the  distinguished 
consul-general. 

At  dinner  hour,  in  the  hotel  Inglaterra,  where  he  stops,  we  approached  his  table 
and  met  him  in  company  with  the  esteemed  vice-consul,  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Springer. 

After  exchanging  courtesies  we  inquired,  in  the  first  place,  for  his  family.  He 
told  us  that  Mrs.  and  Miss  Lee  had  remained  in  Virginia,  one  of  his  sons  in  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  of  West  Point,  and  the  other  one,  Fitz,  who  accompanied  him  before, 
iiad  a  position  with  a  railroad  company. 

Regarding  the  passage  from  New  York  to  Havana  he  told  us  that  he  had  left  the 
former  port  last  Wednesday,  and  that  on  Thursday  the  wind  blew  so  hard  that  the 
Seguranea^  notwithstanding  her  excellent  conditions,  rolled  so  much  that  the  general 
-fell  in  his  stateroom,  causing  himself  a  slight  wound  on  the  forehead. 

"What  instructions  have  you  received  from  the  President f' 

^'I  have  received  no  special  instructions  of  any  kind,"  he  answered.  "My  func- 
^ons  in  the  friture  shall  be  tlie  same  as  those  of  the  past;  namely,  to  protect  the 
property  and  lives  of  the  American  citizens  in  this  island,  and  to  encourage  the 
development  of  the  commercial  interests  of  both  countrieH.    Nothing  further."' 

With  respect  to  the  banquet  which,  according  to  a  cablegram  from  New  York, 
:^ublished  by  the  Lucha  on  Saturday,  had  been  given  to  him  in  New  York  by  the 
<?uban  filibusters,  Mr.  Lee  told  us  that  he  had  not  attended  any  banquet  there,  and 
•consequently  made  no  speech ;  that  he  only  remained  in  New  York  two  or  three  days 
T>efore  leaving  for  this  city,  during  which  period  he  attended  lunches  offered  to  him 
T>y  personal  friends,  with  no  j^litical  character  whatever. 

He  says  such  a  telegram  is  untrue,  and  he  does  not  know  the  reason,  which  may 
^ave  inspired  the  autnor  of  same. 

We  inquired  from  Mr.  Lee  regarding  the  effect  which  the  first  measures  of  General 
Blanco  have  produced  in  the  United  States,  and  he  told  us  that  they  had  been 
^areceived  favorably,  as  would  be  all  tending  to  make  less  sensible  the  horrors  of  the 
"In  my  coimtry,"  he  added,  "peace  is  desired.    The  last  words  I  heard  from 


X'resident  McKinley  were:  'My  sincere  wish  is  that  peace  be  not  disturbed.'" 

"Aside  from  official  circles,"  we  inquired,  "how  does  the  American  people  think 

^n  regard  to  autonomv,  about  to  be  established  in  Cubat" 

"  Outside  of  ofiicial  circles,"  he  answered,  "  not  much  is  known  about  autonomy, 

«md  the  popular  classes  rarely  speak  of  it.    Besides,  until  the  new  regime  does  not 

^sommence  to  act  it  can  not  be  Judged,  and  then  they  will  see  how  it  is  received  by  the 

C!ubans." 

We  did  not  wish  to  occupy  any  longer  the  attention  of  the  amiable  Mr.  Lee,  and 

'^ire  took  leave  of  him,  thanking. him  for  the  deferences  he  has  always  shown  to  the 

Xiucha. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

^o.  709.]  United  States  Consulate-Geneeal, 

Havana^  November  23^  1897, 

Sir:  Someone  handed  me  yesterday  the  inclosed  paper,  of  which  I 
a>ccompany  a  trauslatiou,  and  which  purports  to  be  signed  by  the  insur- 
gent chief  in  command  of  the  Havana  province. 
I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

Consti  I'  GetKeral. 


ooantry. 

Spaniards,  we  only  consider  as  enemies  those  who  combat  against  ns. 

Cubans,  do  your  duty  and  the  end  of  the  struggle  will  be  abbreviated,  aa 
horrors  and  ruins  suffered  by  our  country  will  terminate. 

Long  live  the  Cuban  Republic ! 

November  10,  1897.  J.  M.  Rodriguez, 

Major- Generalf  Chief  of  the  Western  Departm 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Da/y. 

No.  710.]  United  States  Gonsulate-Genebal, 

Havana^  November  23^  1&. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  briefly  submit  a  statement  of  what  api 
to  be  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  this  island. 

First.  The  insurgents  will  not  accept  autonomy. 

Second.  A  large  majority  of  the  Spanish  subjects  who  have 
mercial  and  business  interests  and  own  property  here  will  not  su 
autonomy,  but  prefer  annexation  to  the  United  States  rather  tha 
independent  republic  or  genuine  autonomy  under  the  Spanidi  flag 

Third.  The  Spanish  authorities  are  sincere  in  doing  all  in  their  p 
to  encourage,  protect,  and  promote  the  grinding  of  sugar.  The  g 
ing  season  commences  in  December. 

Fourth.  The  insurgents'  leaders  have  given  instructions  to  pre 
grinding  wherever  it  can  be  done,  because  by  diminishing  the  ei 
of  sugar  the  Spanish  Government  revenues  are  decreased.  It  wi 
very  difficult  for  the  Spanish  authorities  to  prevent  cane  bnri 
because  one  man  at  night  can  start  a  fire  which  will  burn  hundre 
acres,  just  as  a  single  individual  could  ignite  a  prairie  by  throwi 
match  into  the  dry  grass. 

Fifth.  I  am  confident  that  General  Blanco,  and  Pando,  his  chi 
staff,  as  well  as  Dr.  Congosto,  the  secretary  general,  with  all  of  ^ 
I  have  had  conversations,  are  perfectly  conscientious  in  their  desi 
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Havana.  The  sa£fering8  of  the  reconcentrado  class  have  been  terrible 
beyond  description,  but  in  Havana  less  than  in  other  places  on  the 
island;  yet  Dr.  Brunner,  acting  United  States  sanitary  inspector  here, 
informed  me  this  morning  that  the  death  rate  of  the  reconcentrados  in 
this  city  was  about  50  per  cent  in  other  places  of  the  island,  and  when 
it  is  remembered  that  there  have  been  several  hundred  thousands  of 
these  uoncombatants,  or  pacificos,  mainly  women  and  children,  who  are 
concentrated  under  General  Weyler's  order,  some  idea  can  be  formed 
of  the  mortality  among  them. 

In  this  city  matters  are  assuming  better  shape.  Under  charitable 
committees  large  numbers  of  them  have  been  gathered  together  In 
houses,  and  are  now  fed  and  cared  for  by  private  subscriptions.  I 
visited  them  yesterday  and  found  their  condition  comparatively  good, 
and  there  will  be  a  daily  improvement  among  them,  though  the  lives 
of  all  can  not  be  saved.  I  witnessed  many  terrible  scenes  and  saw 
some  die  while  I  was  present.  I  am  told  General  Blanco  will  give 
•100,000  to  the  relief  fund. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lbb, 

Con^sul- General. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 

INo.  712.]  United  States  Oonsulate-Genbeal, 

Havana^  November  27^  1897. 

Sir:  One  of  two  gentlemen  who  visited  the  reconcentrados  after 
^hey  were  concentrated  in  los  fosos  (the  ditches)  in  this  city  handed 
:ine  to*day  the  inclosed  paper.  The  names  of  these  two  gentlemen  are 
not  signed  to  it  for  obvious  reasons. 

I  personally  know  the  gentleman  who  brought  the  communication, 
9nd  know  that  he  stands  high  in  this  community  as  a  man  of  integrity 
^nd  character. 

The  number  of  reconcentrados  here,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  report 
^ready,  have  always  been  less  than  elsewhere.  I  am  able  to  say  now 
^tiiat  they  will  be  taken  care  of  and  fed  by  committees  of  charitably 
disposed  person  s. 

The  aynntaminto  (city  government)  of  Havana  has  ordered  an  addi- 
tional tax  of  5  per  cent  to  be  levied  upon  real  estate  in  this  city.  1  am 
informed  that  this  sum  has  already  reached  the  amount  of  $80,000,  and 
'Chat  it  is  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  relief  of  the  reconcentrados. 

The  $100,000  reported  in  a  former  dispatch  as  being  given  by  the 
<TOvernor-General,  is  in  Spanish  silver,  and  is  to  be  applied  to  the  recon- 
centrados over  the  whole  island. 

I  am,  etc., 

Fitzhugh  Leb, 

Consul- General. 


exterminate  the  Oaban  people,  for  these  anhappy  creatares  re 
food  only  allter  having  been  for  eight  days  in  the  Fosos,  if  durii 
time  they  coald  feed  themselves  with  the  bad  food  that  the 
refused. 

On  this  first  visit  we  were  present  at  the  death  of  an  old  ma 
died  through  thirst.  When  we  arrived  he  begged  us,  for  God's  sj 
give  him  a  drink.  We  looked  for  it  and  gave  it  to  him^tand  fiftee 
ntes  afterwards  he  breathed  his  last,  not  having  had  even  a  di 
water  for  three  days  before.  Among  the  many  deaths  we  wit 
there  was  one  scene  impossible  to  forget.  There  is  still  alive  th 
living  witness,  a  yoang  girl  of  18  years,  whom  we  foand  seeming 
less  on  the  ground;  on  her  right-hand  side  was  the  body  of  a 
mother,  cold  and  rigid,  bat  with  her  young  child  still  alive  cling 
her  dead  breast;  on  her  left-hand  side  was  also  the  corpse  of  i 
woman  holding  her  son  in  a  dead  embrace;  a  little  farther  on  s 
dying  woman  having  in  her  arms  a  daughter  of  fourteen,  craz; 
pain,  who  after  five  or  six  days  also  died  in  spite  of  the  cai 
received. 

In  one  comer  a  poor  woman  was  dying,  surrounded  by  her  chi 
who  contemplated  her  in  silence,  without  a  lament  or  shedding  \ 
they  themselves  being  real  specters  of  hunger,  emaciated  in  a  h( 
manner.  This  poor  woman  augments  the  catalogue  already  la 
the  victims  of  the  reconcentration  in  the  fosos. 

The  relation  of  the  pictures  of  misery  and  horror  which  wc 
witnessed  would  be  never  ending  were  we  to  narrate  them  all. 

It  is  difficult  and  almost  impossible  to  express  by  writing  the  g 
aspect  of  the  inmates  of  the  fbsos,  because  it  is  entirely  beyoi 
line  of  what  civilized  humanity  is  accustomed  to  see;  therefore  o 
guage  can  describe  it. 

The  circumstances  which  the  municipal  authorities  could  r 
there  are  the  following:  Complete  accumulation  of  bodies  dea< 
alive,  80  that  it  was  impossible  to  take  one  step  without  walkinf 
them;  the  greatest  want  of  cleanliness,,  want  of  light,  air,  apd  i 
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to  homanity,  and  so  contrary  to  all  Christianity.  They  did  not  fail  to 
find  persons  animated  with  like  sentiments,  who,  patting  aside  all  fear 
of  the  present  situation,  organized  a  private  committee  with  the  exdu- 
sive  end  of  aiding  materially  and  morally  the  reconcentrados.  This 
neither  has  been  nor  is  at  present  an  easy  task.  The  great  number  of 
the  poor  and  scarcity  of  means  make  us  encounter  constant  conflicts. 
This  conflict  is  more  terrible  with  the  official  elements  and  in  a  special 
manner  with  the  mayor  of  the  city  and  the  civil  authorities,  who  try  by 
all  means  to  annihilate  this  good  work.  The  result  of  the  collections 
are  very  insignificant  if  we  bear  in  mind  the  thousands  of  people  who 
suffer  from  the  reconcentrations ;  but  it  serves  for  some  consolation  to  see 
that  in  Havana  some  159  children  and  84  women  are  well  cared  for  in 
the  asylum  erected  in  Cadiz  street,  No.  82,  and  93  women  and  children 
are  equally  well  located  in  a  large  saloon  erected  for  them  in  the  second 
story  of  the  fosos,  with  good  food  and  proper  medical  assistance,  as 
also  everything  indispensable  to  civilized  life. 

According  to  the  information  which  we  have  been  able  to  acquire 
since  August  until  the  present  day,  1,700  persons  have  entered  the 
Fosos  proceeding  from  Jaruco,  Campo  Florido,  Ouahabo,  and  Tapaste, 
in  the  province  of  Havana.  Of  these,  only  243  are  living  now  and  are 
to  be  found  in  Cadiz  street — 82  in  the  saloon  already  mentioned  and  61 
in  the  Quinta  del  ifey  and  the  Hospital  Mercedes,  the  whole  amounting 
to  about  397,  and  of  these  a  great  many  will  die  on  account  of  the  great 
sufferings  and  hunger  they  have  gone  through. 

From  all  this  we  deduct  that  the  number  of  deaths  among  the  recon- 
centrados has  amounted  to  77  per  cent. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  717.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  December  3,  1897. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  cipher  telegram  of  the  Ist  instant,  which  I  beg 
to  confirm,  reading  as  follows: 

Assistant  Srcretary  of  State,  etc. : 

Infbrm  the  Department  that  he  has  learned  from  the  United  States  consul  at 
Matanzas  of  an  ext'Cnsiye  and  dangerous  conspiracy,  under  the  ex-governor  of  the 
pTOTinoe,  directed  against  Americans,  action  against  them  to  be  contingent  upon 
movement  of  the  United  States  Government  in  favor  of  independence  to  Cuba. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  rumors  have  been  more  or  less  fre- 
quent regarding  the  riotous  intentions  of  some  of  the  dissatisfied  ele- 
ments toward  citizens  of  the  United  States  dwelling  here  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  island.  Any  riotous  demonstrations  here  must  come  from 
the  Spanish  noncombatants  or  from  the  volunteer  forces.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  danger  from  the  former,  many  of  whom  seem  to  be 
in  favor  of  annexation,  rather  than  for  real  autonomy  or  for  an  inde- 
pendent Cuban  liepublic.  And  I  am  inclined  to  think  if  Oenend  Blanco 
can  manage  the  volunteers  as  yesterday  he  said  he  could,  the  trouble 
from  that  source  is  diminishing.  The  origin  of  the  mobs  in  this  city 
in  the  past  has  always  been  located  in  the  ranks  of  the  volunteers,  who 
alone  have  organization  and  arms. 

The  Governor  and  Captain-General  is  now  investigating  theMatanzas 
rumors  and  will,  I  am  sure,  deal  promptly  with  any  conspirators  found 
there. 


sent  to  ury  lortugas,  ana  a  coal  station  oe  estaoiisnea  tuere. 
proceedings  would  seem  to  be  in  line  with  that  prudence  and  foret 
necessary  to  afford  safety  to  the  Americans  residing  on  the  island, 
to  their  properties,  both  of  which,  I  have  every  reason  to  knon 
objects  of  the  greatest  concern  to  our  Government. 
I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGU  Lee, 
ConsulrOener 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

No.  718.]  United  States  Oonsulatb-Gbneeal, 

Havana^  December  5, 18 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  a  representative  of  a  Mi 
paper  here  says  that: 

Canalejas  has  said,  upon  his  return  from  the  Vuelta  Abajo,  or  Pinar  d( 
province,  after  the  recent  combat  there  between  the  Spanish  generals  Bemi 
Hernandez  de  Valasco,  in  command  of  2,300  men,  and  tivo  piecea  of  artiUer 
Cuban  forces  under  Pedro  Diaz,  that  although  the  Spanish  troops  have  die| 
once  more  their  usual  valor  in  the  said  fight,  and  the  enemy  must  have  so 
heavy  losses,  yet  the  province  of  Pinar  del  Rio  is  not  pacified,  and  that  the 
numerous  rebel  forces  still  there.  That  out  of  about  14,000  Spanish  reenlari 
in  that  province,  only  about  3,000  or  4,000  are  able  to  operate,  the  balance 
sick  at  the  hospitals,  garrisoning  towns,  and  otherwise  distributed.  Th 
believes  aatonomy  premature,  and  inclines  himself  to  the  adoption  of  ene 
military  action  for  the  purpose  of  tinalW  pacifying  said  province.  That  he  do 
believe'  in  altering  facts  and  news.  That  the  truth,  no  matter  how  painft 
bitter  it  may  be,  must  be  known  in  the  peninsula,  where  public  opinion  ai 
press  has  been  deceived  regarding  the  annihilation  of  the  war  ana  the  so- 
pacification  of  the  western  provinces,  among  which  that  of  Pinar  del  Rio  ha 
included. 

The  Lucha  to-dav  nnblishes  that  Ganaleias  has  said   ^^that 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

!^o.  723.] .  United  States  Oonsulate-Geneeai., 

Havana,  Beemnher  7, 1897, 
SiB: 

(The  consul-general  informs  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  that 
aeasures  for  the  relief  of  the  reconcentrados  are  not  sufficiently  ener- 
getic to  be  effective,  and  that  he  is  advised  by  the  Governor-General 
hat  authority  to  admit  articles  of  food  and  clothing  from  the  United 
states  to  Cuban  ports  free  of  duty  rested  with  the  authorities  at 
ladrid.) 

1  see  no  effects  of  the  governmental  distribution  to  the  reconcen- 
rados.  I  am  informed  that  only  $12,500,  in  Spanish  silver,  had  been 
dedicated  to  the  Havana  province  out  of  the  $100,000  said  to  have 
«eu  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  them  on  the  island,  and  that 
epoi*ts  from  all  parts  of  the  province  show  that  50  per  cent  have 
Iready  died  and  that  many  of  those  left  will  die.  Most  of  these  are 
romen  and  children.  1  do  not  believe  the  Government  here  is  really 
ble  to  relieve  the  distress  and  sufferings  of  these  people. 

•  •••••• 

I  am  informed  an  order  has  been  issued  in  some  parts  of  the  island 
nspending  the  distribution  of  rations  to  reconcentrados.  ♦  •  ♦  The 
ondition  of  these  people  is  simply  terrible. 

I  inclose  herewith  an  official  copy  of  the  comparative  mortality  in 
I^avana  for  the  six  months  ending  ^N'ovember  30.  It  will  be  perceived 
hat  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  death  rate,  and  without 
•dequate  means  in  the  future  to  prevent  it  the  mortality  will  increase. 

hear  of  much  suffering  in  the  Spanish  hospitals  for  want  of  food  and 
>xnong  the  Spanish  soldiers.  •  •  •  I  hear,  also,  that  the  Spanish 
merchants  in  some  parts  of  the  island  are  placing  their  establishments 
ti  the  names  of  foreigners  in  order  to  avoid  their  provisions  being  pur- 
based  on  credit  by  the  military  administration,  and  that  the  Spanish 
limy  is  suffering  much  from  sickness  and  famine,  and  that  a  great 
ieal  of  money  is  needed  at  once  to  relieve  their  condition.  In  some 
^arts  of  the  island,  I  am  told,  there  is  scarcely  any  food  for  soldiers  or 
itizens,  and  that  even  cats  are  used  for  food  purposes,  selling  at  30 
ents  apiece. 

It  is  a  fair  inference  therefore  to  draw  from  the  existing  conditions, 
hat  it  is  not  possible  for  the  Governor-General  of  this  island  to  relieve 
he  present  situation  with  the  means  at  his  disposal.    •    •    • 
I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

Co7i8ul- General. 


ICoiifideDtial.] 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

^o.  726.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  December  13,  1897.    (Received  December  18.) 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

The  contest  for  and  against  autonomy  is  most  unequal.  For  it, 
here  are  five  or  six  of  the  head  officers  at  the  palace,  and  twenty  or 
hirty  other  persons  here  in  the  city. 
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Agaiust  it,  first,  are  the  iusorgents,  with  or  without  arm9,  and  the 
Ouban  noncombatants;  second,  the  great  mass  of  the  Spaniards,  bear- 
ing or  nonbearing  arms — the  latter  desiring,  if  there  mast  be  a  change, 
annexation  to  the  United  States. 

Indeed,  there  is  the  greatest  apathy  concerning  autonomy  in  any 
form.    No  one  asks  what  it  will  be,  or  when,  or  how  it  will  come* 

I  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  even  put  into  operation  by  force,  because, 
as  long  as  the  insurgents  decline  to  accept  it,  so  long,  the  Spanish 
authorities  say,  the  war  must  continue. 

•  •••••• 

I  am  obliged  to  say,  too,  that  •  •  •  the  Goyernment  of  this  islaud 
has  hot  been  able  to  relieve  from  starvation  the  Cuban  populatiou 
driven  from  their  homes  by  the  Weyler  edict,  and  no  longer  attempts 
to  do  so. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Leb, 

Consul-  General, 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

No.  727.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana,  December  Id,  1897, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  received  information 
that  in  the  province  of  Havana  reports  show  that  there  have  beeu 
101,000  "  reconcentrados,"  and  that  out  of  that  52,000  have  died.  Of 
the  said  101,000,  32,000  were  children.  This  excludes  the  city  of 
Havana  and  seven  other  towns  frpm  which  reports  have  not  yet  been 
made  up.  It  is  thought  that  the  total  number  of  reconcentrados  in 
Havana  province  will  amount  to  150,000,  nearly  all  women  and  children, 
and  that  the  death  rate  among  their  whole  number  from  starvation 
alone  will  be  over  50  per  cent. 

For  the  above  number  of  reconcentrados  $12,500,  Spanish  silver,  was 
set  aside  out  of  the  $100,000  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
all  the  reconcentrados  on  the  island.  Seventy-five  thousand  of  the 
150,000  may  be  still  living,  so  if  every  dollar  appropriated  of  the  $12,500 
reaches  them  the  distribution  will  average  about  17  cents  to  a  person, 
which,  of  course,  will  be  rapidly  exhausted,  and  as  I  can  hear  of  no 
further  succor  being  afforded,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  what  little  prac- 
tical relief  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  those  poor  people. 
1  am,  etc., 

Fitzhugh  Lee. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

Ko.  732.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana  J  December  28^  1897, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  been  informed  by  the 
authorities  here  that  they  are  now  engaged  in  forming  an  autonomistie 
cabinet  and  arranging  for  the  members  to  take  the  required  oath  on 
the  1st  January  next,  and  also  for  an  election  to  take  place  thirty 
days  thereafter. 
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My  present  information  is  that  most  of  the  Spaniards  will  refrain 
from  voting,  and  nearly  all  of  the  Cubans. 

•  •••••  • 

The  feeling  in  Havana,  and  I  hear  in  other  partH  of  the  island,  is 
strong  against  it — the  Gabans  desiring  an  independent  republic  and 
the  Spaniards  preferring  annexation  to  the  United  States  rather  than 
autonomy.  On  the  night  of  the  24th  instant  there  seems  to  have  been 
a  concerted  plan  over  the  island  to  toptify  the  disapprobation  of  the 
I>eople  to  the  proposed  autonomistic  pldns  of  the  Spanish  Government. 

It  culminated  in  this  city  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
in  the  principal  square  of  Havana,  where  a  mob  assembled  with  cries 
of  '<  Death  to  autonomy!"  and  to  General  Blanco,  and  shouting  <'  Viva 
Weyler!"  These  men  came  to  the  square  with  stones  in  their  pockets, 
and  some  of  them  armed  with  weapons. 

They  made  a  demonstration,  too,  against  the  office  of  the  Diario  de 
la  Marina,  a  paper  published  in  this  town  favoring  autonomy,  but  were 
dispersed  by  the  military  police  and  soldiers. 

•  •«•••«■ 

I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  733.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana^  December  J28j  1897, 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  tele- 
grams: 

Washington,  December  84. 
Lee,  Consul- Generalf  Havana: 

The  following  was  given  to  tlie  public,  in  pursuance  of  an  arrangement  this  day 
made  with  the  Spanish  minister  to  that  effect:  ''By  direction  of  the  President,  the 
pnblic  is  informed  that  in  deference  to  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Government  to  con- 
tribute by  effective  action  toward  the  relief  of  the  suffering  people  in  the  Island  of 
Cnba,  arrangements  have  been  perfected,  by  which  charitable  contributions  in 
money  or  kind  can  be  sent  to  the  island  by  the  benevolently  disposed  people  of  the 
United  States.  Money,  provisions,  clothing,  medicines,  and  the  like  articles  of  prime 
necessity  can  be  forwarded  to  General  Fitzhugh  Lee,  the  consul-general  of  the 
United  States  at  Havana,  and  all  articles  now  dutiable  by  law  so  consigned  will  be 
admitted  into  Cuba  free  of  duty. 

The  consul-general  has  been  instructed  to  cooperate  with  the  local  authorities 
and  the  charitable  boards  for  the  distribution  of  such  relief  among  the  destitute 
and  needy  people  of  Cuba.  The  President  is  confident  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  on  many  occasions  in  the  past  responded  most  generously  to  the 
cry  for  bread  from  people  stricken  by  famine  or  sore  calamity,  and  who  have  beheld 
no  less  generous  action  on  the  part  of  foreign  communities,  when  their  own  country- 
men have  suffered  from  tire  and  flood,  will  heed  the  appeal  for  aid  that  comes  from 
the  destitute  at  their  threshold,  aqd  especially  at  this  season  of  good  will  and 
rejoicing,  give  of  their  abundance  to  this  humane  end. — John  Sherman.''  Please 
cooperate  with  the  local  authorities  to  this  end. 

Day. 


Washington,  December  27, 
Lee,  ConBul- General,  Havana: 

Wire  immediately  character  of  supplies  most  needed  for  Cuban  relief.    Will 
money  be  of  more  service  than  food,  clothing,  etc.  f 

Day. 
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I  have  also  the  honor  to  confirm  the  following  telegram : 

Havana,  December  27. 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington:  j 

Summer  clothing,  second-hand  or  otherwise^  prinoipaUy  for  small  women  and  \ 
children.  Medicines  for  fevers,  a  large  proportion  being  quinine.  Hard  bread,  corn  ] 
meal,  rice,  lard,  potatoes,  beans,  ^ase^  salt  fish,  principally  codfish,  any  canned 
goods,  and  especially  large  quantities  of  condensed  milk,  as  many  persons  at  first  are 
too  feeble  for  other  nourishment.  Money  will  be  useful,  too,  to  secure  shelter  and  for 
nurses,  attendants,  and  many  other  mpposes.  Think  50  per  cent  of  the  rural  popa* 
lation  have  already  died  from  starvation,  the  greater  numoer  being  old  men,  women, 
and  children. 

Lee. 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

Consul' General 


I  Telegram.] 


Havana,  January  5, 1898. 

The  consul  general  informs  the  Department  that  the  Government  of 
Ouba  is  not  giving  money  in  lieu  of  rations  to  starving  people  of  the 
island. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

Ko.  738.]  UNITED  States  Oonsulate-Genebal, 

Havana^  January  5, 1S98, 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  cipher 
telegram : 

Washington,  December  SI. 
Lee,  Consul- General,  Havana: 

Your  suggestions  are  most  timely.  Arrangements  are  in  progress  to  organize  Red 
Cross  receiving  and  forwarding  biiireau  in  New  York  and  later  probably  reeeiviog 
bureau  in  Havana,  under  your  direction,  with  Red  Cross  agents  to  do  detail  work. 

Adf.e. 

And  to  confirm  the  following  telegram : 

Ha  V a  ka ,  Jan  uary  I. 
Assistant  Skcrktary  of  Statk,  Waahingion : 

To  list  add  blankets  and  Hour.  Lkx. 


I  am,  sir,  etc., 


FiTZHUGH  Lke, 

Consul-  General 


I*- 

« ■ 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  742.]  United  States  Consui.ate-Genbbal, 

Havana^  Januan^y  8, 1S9S, 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  as  a  matter  of  public  intierest,  that  |^ 
the  "reconcentrado  order"  of  General  Weyler,  formerly  Governor 
General  of  this  island,  transferred  about  400,000  self-supporting  people, 
principally  women  and  children,  into  a  multitude,  to  be  sustained  by 
the  contributions  of  others  or  die  of  starvation  or  of  fevers,  resultiDg 
from  a  low  physical  condition,  and  being  massed  in  large  bodies,  ynthont 
change  of  clothing  and  without  food. 
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Their  hoases  were  barned,  their  fields  and  plant  beds  destroyed,  and 
leir  live  stock  driven  away  or  killed. 

I  estimate  that  probably  200,000  of  the  rural  population  in  the  prov- 
ices  of  Pinar  del  Rio,  Havana,  Matanzas,  and  Santa  Clara  have  died 
f  starvation  or  from  resultant  causes,  and  the  deaths  of  whole  families 
Imost  simultaneously  or  within  a  few  days  of  each  other,  and  of  mothers 
raying  for  their  children  to  be  relieved  of  their  horrible  sufferings  by 
eath,  are  not  the  least  of  the  many  pitiable  scenes  which  were  ever 
resent.  In  the  provinces  of  Puerto  Principe  and  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
^here  the  "reconcentrado  order"  could  not  be  enforced,  the  great  mass 
f  the  people  are  self-sustaining. 

•  •  •  •        .       •  •  • 

A  daily  average  of  10  cents'  worth  of  food  to  200,000  people  would  be 
n  expenditure  of  920,000  per  day,  and  of  course  the  most  humane 
fforts  upon  the  part  of  our  citizens  can  not  hope  to  accomplish  such  a 
ligantic  relief,  and  a  great  portion  of  these  people  will  have  to  be 

Abandoned  to  their  fate. 

#  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

^0. 744.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  January  13, 1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  translation  of  an  editorial  pub- 
shed  in  the  Diario  de  la  Marina  of  to-day. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee. 


[Translation.— From  the  Diario  de  la  Marina,  of  Havana,  January  13, 1898.] 

i^erdonalos,  Senor.     «    "*    •    (Forgive  them,  for  they  do  not  know  what  they  are 

ing). 

They  came  against  the  Diario. 

I'hey  cried  out  against  it. 

They  stoned  it. 

And  the  separatists  looked  on  with  joy. 

And  the  laooTante9  (abettors  of  the  rebelUon),  of  aU  weU  known,  conld  not  restrain 

^ir  rejoicing. 

H  was  natural ;  what  a  great  victory  for  them ! 

^hat  was  not  accomplished  by  Maceo,  nor  Qnintin  Banderas,  nor  Maximo  Gomez, 

^  accomplished  yesterday  bv  an  unconscious  mob;  carrying  disorder,  carrying 

>t,  carrying  anarchy  into  the  heart  of  Havana. 

A.Qd  the  foreign  consuls  witnessed  the  shameful  spectacle  from  the  balconies  of  the 

>tel  luglaterra ! 

What  shame ! 

^own  with  the  Diario  de  la  Marina  I    Death  to  the  Diario  de  la  Marina!    And 

^xiino  Gomez  alive!    And  Calixto  Garcia  alive!    And  the  assassins  of  the  martyr 

Jjz  also  alive ! 

^oor  Spain ! 

W'hat  a  difference  between  yesterday  and  to-day :  Yesterday,  vonr  sons,  liberals 

d  reactionaries,  fell  in  the  streets  of  Madrid,  fighting  together  tne  conmion  enemy, 

^itist  the  oppressors  of  Europe,  against  the  invmcible  hosts  of  the  ffreat  Napoleon. 

~^ay  the  bravery  and  the  patriotism  and  the  heroism  consist  in  shouting,  in  out- 

^ing,  and  in  knifing,  if  possible,, defenseless  journalists,  against  whom  the  action 

^he  laws  of  the  State  and  in  the  last  extreme,  the  laws  oihonor,  are  sufficient  in 

J"  civilized  country. 

^Ut  what  pains  us  the  most  is  not  this;  what  our  hearts  lament  at  present  is  not 
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the  aentiment  of  the  honorable  profession  outraged ;  no.    It  is  the  Spaaiflh  seoti- 
ment;  it  is  the  patriotism  which  boils  in  our  veins  with  more  heat;  with  aboDdndj 

times  more  enthusiasm  than  in  that  of  those braves,  that  in  a  mob,  and  inar' 

anonymous  manner,  have  pretended  to  offend  us,  without  understanding,  anfoita 
nates,  that  what  they  have  trampled  on,  that  what  they  have  dragged  through  th»| 
mud,  has  been  the  majesty  of  the  law,  the  principle  of  authority,  and  the  honor 
the  country. 

What  will  say  the  representatives  of  foreign  powers  who  witnessed  the  shamefid 
spectacle  of  yesterday  f    What  effect  will  this  great  scandal  cause  in  the  Unitti 
States,  where  they  watch  our  discords,  where  they  await  our  errors,  where  the|j 
count  on  our  folly  to  take  possession  of  the  apple  which  they  have  been  waiting  foe 
one  hundred  years  to  ripen  and  thereby  fall  in  their  hands? 

This,  this  is  what  pains  us ;  this,  this  is  what  shames  us ;  this,  this  is  what  fri^hi 
us,  and  not  the  personal  danger  which  we  may  risk ;  if  with  our  blood  and  with 
sacrifice  of  our  lives  we  could  avoid  the  consequences  that  for  our  beloved  conntiyj 
we  foresee  and  feel  as  a  fatal  result  of  the  sad  spectacle  which  happened  in  thestn  ' 
of  Havana  yesterday,  the  shedding  of  our  blood  and  the  sacrifice  of  our  blood 
would  consider  as  well  employed. 

''This  is  the  greatest  victory  which  up  to  the  present  has  been  sained  for  the 
pendenoe  of  Cuba  by  Maximo  GK)mez,''  was  said  to  us  by  an  invalid  chief  of  the  annjj 
a  veteran  in  the  past  insurrection  and  of  the  African  war,  who  came  to  the  D'*^ 
de  la  Marina  as  soon  as  he  received  notice  of  the  uprising. 

Yes,  a  victory  for  Maximo  Gomez  and  a  day  of  rejoicing  for  the  enemies  of  8; 
This  is  what  signifies,  before  all  and  above  all,  the  seditious  tumult  of  yesterdaj 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 


No.  746.] 


United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana^  January  13^  1898, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  some  statistics  sent 
about  the  mortality  in  the  town  of  Santa  Clara,  the  capital  of  Bani 
Clara  province,  situated  about  33  miles  south  of  Sagua,  which  nnml 
some  14,000  inhabitants.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  were  5,^ 
deaths  in  that  town  in  the  seven  yei^rs  previous  to  1897,  which  inclndi 
1,417  in  one  year,  from  an  epidemic  of  yellow  fever,  while  in  1891 
owing  to  the  concentration  order,  there  were  6,981^  the  coucentxatir 
order  went  into  effect  in  February. 

In  that  year,  1897,  the  month's  death  rate  for  January  was  78,  bat 
February,  the  first  month  of  reconcentration,  there  were  114,  and  Uii 
has  been  a  gradual  increase  since,  as  you  will  see,  until  in  Deceml 
1897,  the  number  of  deaths  was  1,011.  I  refer  to  this  as  a  specimeD 
the  mortality  on  this  island  in  consequence  of  the  "reconcem 
order"  of  the  late  Captain  and  Governor  General,  Weyler. 
I  am,  etc., 

Fitzhugh  Leb, 
OonsnlOeneroL 


[Inolosore  in  No.  746.] 
STATISTIOS  of  death  rate  in  SANTA  OLABA. 

(A  town  of  14.000  InhAbitants.) 


1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 


578 
720 
596 
619 
687 
872 


1896   (epidemic    of   yellow  fever 
among  army  and  Cabans) V 


1897  (no  epidemic) ^^ 

(1|492  mote  thui  in  «Q>^«ii\n«^o\i%^««c&.'^ 
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Coneeniraiion  order  in  February,  1897 — Monthly  death  rate. 


78 

concentration) 114 

: 333 

524 

639 

531 

655 


Angnat 646 

September 630 

October 884 

November 1, 037 

December 1,011 

Total 6,981 


Sample  month,  December,  IS97, 

Number  of 
deaths. 

143 
23 

2 
228 
553 

2 

Namberof 
patienta. 

il 

170 

ipital 

700 

Uonpital 

10 

or    OartW   ..^^Tr.T TT1^-»TT--,»r,xr.-r-- -r T-f.T»»^. 

mllv 

951 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Bay. 

United  States  Oonsulate-Genebal, 

Havana^  January  15 j  1898. 

have  the  honor  to  confirm  the  following  cipher  telegram  to  you : 

Havana,  January  12, 

ofScers  with  a  mob  at  their  heels  make  an  attack  npon  four  antonomist 
8.    The  rioting  continned  until  1  p.  m. 

Havana,  January  It. 

nd  serious  disturbances  as  conseqnenoe  of  intense  prevailing  excitement, 
omists  began  trouble,  confining  their  attacks  to  autonomists.  Rioting 
t  many  rumors.    Consulate-general  and  palace  heavily  guarded. 

Havana,  January  IS, 

condition  of  affairs  quiet.  City  under  guard.  Mobs  yesterdav  cried, 
autonomy  and  Blanco,  and  long  live  We^ler.  The  conflict  is  between 
actions.  Some  of  the  rioters  proposed  going  to  United  States  consulate, 
needed  now,  but  may  be  later. 

Havana,  January  IS. 

officers  and  mob  attacked  three  newspaper  offices,  not  four  (as  reported 
Soldiers  Joined  the  mob  when  sent  to  defend  the  newspapers,  and  out- 
pace shouted  death  to  Blanco  and  autonomy.  If  Americans  are  in  danger 
Id  be  ready  to  move  promptly  for  Havana.  Uncertainty  and  excitement 
il. 

Havana,  January  14. 

Bualties.  Disorder  last  night  and  this  morning  and  crowds  shouting  death 
and  autonomy.    Fears  nothing  very  grave  at  present. 


All  quiet.) 
evails. 


Havana. 
Havana,  January  16. 


also  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following 
legram,  received  yesterday  from  yon: 

Washington,  January  14. 
ul'Oeneral,  Havana: 

ts  him  to  maintain  firequent  communication  with  United  States  squadron 
ist  as  to  state  of  affairs  at  Havana.  He  should  also  frequently  advise  the 
it  of  the  situation.) 

im,  etc.,  1?1T2SX3Q(^  \ifi^. 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Bay. 

[Confidential.] 

No.  749.]  United  Statss  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  January  18j  1898.    (Received  January  22.) 

Sib  :  The  recent  disorders  in  this  city  are  to  be  primarily  attribated 
to  a  group  of  Spanish  officers  who  were  incensed  at  articles  appeario{ 
in  three  of  the  newspapers  of  Havana,  El  Eeconceutrado.  La  Di8cnsio% 
and  El  Diario  de  la  Marina.  The  first  was  very  pronouDced  agaisst 
General  Weyler  and  his  methods,  the  Discusion  had  been  sappressei 
by  Weyler,  but  its  publication  was  permitted  to  be  resumed  by  Blam 
and  the  last  had  been  an  ultra  Spanish  organ,  but  had  been  conver 
by  the  present  authorities  to  autonomy. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Spanish  officers  were  first  provoked  by 
denunciations  of  Weyler  in  the  columns  of  one  of  these  papers  ai 
determined  to  stop  it,  and  afterwards,  being  supported  by  the  m 
turned  the  demonstration  into  an  antiautonomistic  affair. 

•  *••••< 

I  send  today  an  analysis  of  the  autonomistic  plan.    The  intenseop] 
sition  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards  arises  from  the  fact  that 
the  first  appointment  of  officers  to  put  into  form  its  provisions  well 
made  generally  outside  of  their  party  in  order  to  show  the  Cubans '" 
arms  that  autonomy  was  instituted  for  their  benefit  and  protection. 

The  intelligent  Spaniards    •    •    ♦    see  no  prosperity  in  the  fiiti 
but  rather  other  wars  and  more  confusion  in  the  same  old  attempts 
make  the  waters  of  commerce  flow  in  unnatural  channels.    The  lowc 
Spanish  classes  have  nothing  in  mind  when  autonomy  is  mentiouf 
except  Cuban  local  rule;  hence  their  opposition. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

ConsulrOeneral 

P.  S. — The  paper  referred  to  will  go  by  the  next  steamer. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

No.  764.]  United  States  Consulate-Genebal, 

Havana^  January  21, 1898.    (Received  January  35.) 

Sir: 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  document  containing  "0 
vations  regarding  the  decree  which  established  on  the  Island  of  Col 
the  autonomic  regime,"  and  two  copies  of  the  Havana  Gazette  contai* 
ing  the  decree  referred  to. 

I  am,  etc.,  FiTZHUGH*  Lee, 

Consul' GeneroL 


[Inclosure  No.  I,  with  diapatoh  No.  754.    TraiulAtioii.] 

OBSERVATIONS    REGARDINQ    THE    DECREE  WHICH    ESTABLISHES  ON    THE  ISLAlfD  ^Jfj 

CUBA  THE  AUTONOMIC  REGIME.  1 

1.  Article  3  grants  to  the  lufiular  ohambera,  together  with  the  Governor-Gentfjji 
the  power  to  leg\%\tk\iQ  xegMc^ui^  c^o\oti\»\  ^^^vt^  *^  vo.  ttie  form  and  terms  desigoAt^ 
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law/'  What  law?  Those  decreed  by  the  Cortes  at  Madrid!  It  appears  so. 
>aiise  the  provisions  of  a  general  character  emanating  from  the  said  Cortes  shall 
eive  the  name  of  laws,  while  the  colonial  legislative  provisions  shall  be  called 
tntes.    And  if  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom  is  the  one  to  fix  the  form  and  terms  of 

•  colonial  resolutions,  it  has  a  powerful  arm  in  its  hands  and  can  annul  the  action 
the  insular  chambers. 

.  The  insular  represeotation  is  composed  of  two  bodies,  with  the  same  authority — 

>  chamber  of  representatives  and  the  council  of  administration.  Article  4  pro- 
es  that  the  chamber  is  formed  by  popular  election ;  but  that  concession,  which 
Srst  seems  extensive,  when  examined  in  its  relations  with  the  other  powers  given 
the  insular  representation,  is  practically  deficient.  No  colonial  resolution  can  be 
Torce  uuless  it  has  been  approved  by  the  chamber  and  the  council.  The  council,  as 
shall  see  later,  from  the  nature  of  its  composition,  will  be  controlled  by  the  Gov- 
ment  in  such  a  manner  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  the  chamber  will 
^a,yt  find  themselves  in  the  power  of  the  Government  in  some  way.  They  will  not 
&ble  to  do  anything,  because  if  the  council  does  not  approve,  or  should  modify 

decision  of  the  other  house — the  chamber — the  latters  decisions  will  have  no 
•ct.    The  veto  granted  by  article  43  will  not  be  rcijuired. 

>  The  council  of  administration  is  composed  of  25  members;  17  are  appointed 
^ctly  by  the  Government;  the  remainiug  18  are  elected  by  popular  vote.  To  be 
"ted  a  member  of  said  council  it  is  necessary  to  be  a  Spaniard  (Spanish  subject), 
'ears  of  age,  and  possessing  an  income  of  $4,000  for  two  years  previous  to  election. 
»  formation  of  the  council  will  be  therefore  controlled  by  the  Government,  because 

Government  will  appoint  unconditionally  the  17  members,  and  it  will  be  very 
r  for  the  (yovemment  to  find  one  or  more  votes  among  those  owing  their  election 
be  people,  the  more  so  as  the  conditions  required  to  be  a  councilor  are  favorable 
those  near  the  Government.  In  order  to  pass  any  measure  the  presence  of  a 
ority  of  those  composing  this  legislative  body  is  required.    It  will  be  very  difift- 

•  to  have  all  the  18  members  elected  by  the  people  vote  as  a  unit,  and  the  absence 
neor  two  will  be  sufficient  to  give  the  governmental  members  control  of  the  body, 
he  vote  be  a  tie. 

'  the  members  elected  should  stand  together  on  any  measure  objectionable  to  the 
emment.  they  conld  be  sent  to  their  homes  by  the  Governor-General,  and  he  can 
met  or  direct  the  election  of  others  more  accommodating.  On  the  other  hand, 
members  by  governmental  appointment  can  not  be  removed — ^their  offices  or 
tioDS  cease  with  their  lives.  Tlie  Governor-General  can  not  remove  them.  And 
his  end  they  will  be  carefully  selected  as  faithful  instruments  of  the  Government, 
rho.se  hands  the  whole  autonomistic  machine  will  be  placed.  It  is  known  that  in 
ada  all  senators  are  appointed  by  the  Government;  but  it  should  be  remembered 
t  the  Governor-General  appoints  them,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  its  conn- 
rs  or  ministers,  and  that  these  counselors  are  elected  by  the  parliament,  and 
parliament  by  the  people,  the  result  is,  that  in  Canada  the  senators  are  repre- 
latives  of  the  people,  while  here  in  Cuba  the  Government  can  control  them. 
As  if  the  authority  to  veto  was  not  sufficient  (art.  43)  and  the  power  did  not 
•t  to  suspend,  close  the  sessions,  and  adjourn  both  bodies,  or  either  of  them,  by 
decree  of  the  Governor-General,  article  30  grants  more  authority  or  power  to 
ient  [prevent  f]  or  annul  the  Ireedom  or  liberty  of  the  discussions  of  the  colo- 
.  parliament,  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Governor- General,  the  national  interests 
I  be  aftected  by  a  colonial  statute.  The  bill  in  question  can  not  even  be  discussed 
dss  previously  authorized  by  the  central  government,  and  it  is  a  limitation  or 
iriction  which  has  no  precedent  in  any  known  autonomistic  legislation.  It  is 
proper  becanse  the  restriction  arises  before  the  debates  show  the  character  of  the 
isnre  to  be  discussed.  It  reveals,  besides,  a  mistrust  or  want  of  confidence  of  the 
re  discussion  of  the  subject. 

'  Governor-General  may  decree  that  all  bills  or  colonial  statutes  may  be,  in  his 
Qion,  contrary  to  the  national  interest,  and  that  nothing  should  be  discussed  in 
local  legislative  bodies  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  Madrid  Government, 
guaranties  are  for  the  Madrid  power;  there  are  none  for  the  colony,  except  the 

•  named  in  article  43,  which  fixes  the  limit  within  which  the  Madrid  Government 
to  decide  regarding  the  right  of  a  veto  which  a  colonial  statute  may  have 

eived  from  the  Governor-General. 

•  Article  36  grants  exclusive  power  to  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom  to  determine 
expenses  of  sovereignty  which  the  colony  has  to  pay  and  the  necessary  receipts 

^ver  them,  for  the  Cortes  can  alter  them  at  pleasure.  Therefore  the  colony  has 
direct  vote  in  a  matter  of  so  great  importance.  It  may  be  said  that  she  is 
)wed  to  appoint  her  deputies  to  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom,  and  that  through 
m  the  colony  can  be  heard.  But  the  colony's  voice  wul  be  lost,  because  their 
Qber  would  be  insignificant  before  the  remaining  deputies  of  the  nation.  And  it 
Y  happen  that  the  expenses  of  sovereignty,  put  by  the  Cortes  on  the  colony, 
orb  all  of  its  receipts,  becanse  neither  of  tne  two  houses  (chambers)  can  delib- 


aepui»i«B.  X  ueae  ut}pui»ieB  »ppoinii  i>iieir  presiaeni* ,  ii  nuej  ao  uoi^  agree,  vu 
in  age  presides.  And  the  president  has  tne  casting  Tote.  Let  ns  suppose  th< 
deputies  to  be  very  patriotic,  which  is,  by  the  way,  supposing  a  great  deal 
they  will  never  be  more  patriotic  than  the  peninsular  delegates,  it  will  resi 
they  will  not  agree,  and  then  the  eldest  will  decide.  As  there  are  a  large  ] 
of  peninsular  deputies  and  a  very  small  number  of  insular  depaties  to  selec 
care  will  be  taken  that  some  agea  peninsular  deputy  be  appointed  on  said  con 
and  he  would  be  the  one  to  decide.  The  matter  would  have  been  simplified  bv 
that  the  eldest  peninsular  deputy  would  be  the  one  to  make  the  lists,  as  such 
the  result. 

8.  Article  40  also  refers  to  the  schedules  of  the  merchandise,  which  will  ap 
the  privileged  lists.  The  decree  only  says  that  they  shall  be  made  by  moti 
sent  (meaning  Cuban  and  Peninsular  deputies).  It  does  not  make  any  refei 
the  case  when  there  is  no  mutual  consent,  which  makes  us  suppose  that  tl 

Srocedure  recommended  in  the  other  lists  will  be  obser\''ed.    The  eldest  Pen 
eputy  will  therefore  make  the  said  schedules. 

9.  The  Governor-General  has  the  power  to  suspend  the  constitutional  guai 
apply  legislation  of  public  order  (ley  de  (irden  publico),  and  adopt  any  meas 
may  deem  fit  to  maintain  peace,  etc.  This  power  the  (xovemor-General  can  < 
at  will,  without  any  limitaticn,  because  he  is  not  obliged  to  hear  the  opinion 
oouncif  of  secretaries  (ministry),  and  thus  the  whole  political  system  of  the  c 
lies  with  the  Governor-General.  The  latter  can  therefore  find  any  pretext  foi 
martial,  the  application  of  the  code  of  military  justice,  and  all  that  series  of  pn 
tions  and  orders  which  have  caused  so  much  harm,  and  which  rob  the  citizei 
guarantees  and  protection. 

10.  The  distribution  of  the  public  debt  of  Cuba  remains  completelv  in  the 
and  subject  to  the  decision  or  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom,  which  will  try  to 
to  Cuba  as  much  of  it  as  it  can,  so  that  Spain  will  pay  the  smallest  part. 

Beyond  all  this,  even,  the  fact  remains  and  makes  useless,  while  it  exi 
orderly  and  pacific  development  of  the  antonomistio  regime,  and  this  fact 
existence  of  the  volunteers  in  arms.  The  political  party  in  power  is  uuann 
no  force  of  its  own,  while  the  Spanish  radical  (intransigente)  party,  which  U 
opposition,  is  armed,  having  on  its  side  the  armed  volunteers.  Under  such 
tions  there  can  be  no  genuine  autonomistic  government,  because  the  oppositi 
ride  over,  whenever  it  pleases,  the  authority  of  the  local  government,  and  of 
we  had  a  very  recent  example,  and  it  can  have  it  repeated  whenever  the 
Spanish  (intransigente)  party  so  desire. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 
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And  I  beg  to  confirm  the  following  telegrams  to  yon: 

Havana  y  January  15, 
(All  quiet.) 

Havana,  January  16. 
All  quiet. 

Havana,  January  17. 

(Reports  supplies  by  Carcho  a  week  since  delivered  to-day.  Regulations  and  recent 
riotinff  causes  of  delay.  Apprehends  no  difficulty  as  to  landing  supplies  and  reports 
arrival  to-day  of  Vigilaneia.) 

Havana,  January  18. 
All  tranquil. 

Havana,  January  19, 

Reports  that  November  4  decree  adniittine  cattle  into  Cuba  free  until  January  10 
18  extended  to  March  10  of  present  year,  with  conditions  unchanged,  and  adds  that 
quiet  prevails. 

Havana,  January  21, 
All  quiet. 

Havana,  January  22, 

(Reports  no  foreign  naval  vessels  at  Havana,  but  that  two  such  German  ships  are 
expected  to  arrive  during  January.) 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee. 


Jtfr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

No.  767.]  United  States  Consulate- General, 

HavanUj  Fehruanj  4, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  received  $1,743.46  from 
yarioas  sections  of  the  country,  in*  addition  to  the  $5,000  first  sent, 
making  a  total  of  $6,743.46,  which  have  been  placed  to  the  credit  ot 
the  unofficial  fund.  Of  this  amount  about  $3,000  have  been  already 
expended  in  purchasing  food,  paying  railroad  freights  on  provisions 
sent  away  from  the  city,  and  the  salary  and  expenses  of  an  agent  to 
attend  to  the  purchase  and  distribution,  who  acts  with  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  government  of  the  city.  It  will  be  necessary  to  keep 
sufficient  funds  on  hand  to  meet  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in 
the  work  here. 

Most  of  the  money  I  have  received  has  been  in  small  sums,  the 
$1,743.46  being  contributed  by  37  different  persons.  Last  mail  brought 
me  $200  from  an  unknown  donor  in  Baltimore,  Md.  I  do  not  see  any 
diminution  in  the  numbers  of  the  suffering  poor  on  this  island,  except 
by  the  daily  deaths  occurring  everywhere  from  starvation.  The  present 
X)opulation,  which  has  been  concentrated  at  various  places  under  Wey- 
ler's  proclamation  is  still  there,  not  daring  to  go  out  to  their  homes  in 
the  interior,  if  said  homes  were  still  in  existence,  so  they  continue  to 
herd  together  with  no  employment  and  with  but  little  means  of  sub- 
sistence outside  of  what  we  are  now  trying  to  afford  them.  The  con- 
dition of  the  reconcentrados  is  worse  in  the  vicinity  of  the  smaller 
towns,  because  they  can  get  something  by  begging  in  the  larger  ones^ 
and  hence  the  death  rate  is  greater  in  the  small  towns. 

The  fact  that  the  greater  majority  of  these  poor  people  are  principally 
women  and  children  makes  the  sad  story  of  suffering  and  death  more 
heartrending. 

I  am,  sir,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul- GeneraL 


MKJ^UMA    UKL,    eUtt. 


The  unhoaltb^'  conditions  of  this  town  and  the  total  want  of  resources  ma] 
completely  impossible  for  the  mayor  to  remedy  the  present  miserable  sltuatic 
the  people,  who  die  in  great  numbers  from  starvation.  fcTer,  and  smallpox,  wbii 
vastly  spreading,  owing  to  the  lack  of  vaccination  virus  or  the  necesaary  func 
acquire  it  with. 

There  are  other  towns  in  the  same  conditions,  as,  for  example,  Gaines,  Cata! 
and  Madruga.  whose  situation  could  be,  in  a  small  degree,  relieved  if  the  coa 

feople  were  allowed  to  leave  the  town  freely  in  search  of  food,  which  is  very  sc; 
n  some  towns  this  is  entirely  prohibited;  in  others  thev  are  obliged  to  pay  a 
and,  not  having  anything  to  eat,  how  can  they  pay  a  taxt  In  every  town  yoa 
the  first  thing  you  notice  is  the  unhealthy  coodition  of  the  men,  and  their  1 
want  of  physical  strength,  which  prevents  them  even  from  making  an  effort  to 
cure  the  means  of  support. 

CAT  ALINE  DE  GCINES. 

The  condition  of  the  rcconcentrados  in  this  town  is  very  sad  and  desperate.  T 
are  no  ''zones  fur  cultivation,''  and  they  are  therefore  not  allowed  even  with  a  i 
tary  x^ass  to  leave  the  town  in  search  of  work  or  foud,  which  latter  is  so  scares 
one  must  walk  4  or  5  miles  before  finding  a  sweet  potato.  Among  these  poor  1 
are  many  who  have  not  even  the  meanest  hut  for  a  dwelling  place  and  who 
nobody  willing  to  help  them  in  the  leaat  thing. 

In  these  districts  the  liberty  given  by  General  Blanco  to  the  reconcentrados 
farce. 

Gt^INES  TOWN. 

The  land  near  the  town  which  comprises  the  ''zone  for  cultivation''  has  been  re 
by  four  Spaniards,  who  have  done  this  by  means  of  their  wealth  and  influence  ii 
present  situation.  They  employ  the  few  reconcentrados  who  are  able  to  work, 
ing  them  30  or  40  cents  a  day.  Nobody  can  leave  the  town  in  search  of  work  i 
oiitapa.s.sfroin  the  military  commander,  which  |)a8sis  good  for  a  month  only  audi 
20  cents.  These  workmen  have  to  leave  the  town  at  6  in  the  morning,  and  not  l 
able  to  take  the  meals  with  them,  are  obliged  to  work  until  6  in  the  evening  wit 
any  nourishment.  The  same  thing  happens  to  all  those  who  go  in  search  of  i 
The  women  who  leave  the  town  in  search  of  vegetables,  even  on  their  own  fs 
which  are  now  completely  abandoned,  are  sometimes  deprived  of  them  on  their 
back  by  the  guerrillas. 

In  fifteen  days  200  reconcentrados  have  died  in  Ouines  from  starvation  and  1 
lack  of  resources.    Many  of  the  sick  sleep  on  the  floor  and  in  the  piazzaa. 

One  of  the  few  real  protectors  of  the  reconcentrados,  in  fact  a  heroic  one,  is  ay< 
man  named  Joh6  Aniohedo,  whose  father  and  mother  have  died  attending  to  the 
fering  poor,  and  who  himself  has  given  up  eight  houses  that  belonged  to  hii 
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^iust  him  here.  I  think  hiiu  excellent  man,  but  in  nnfortonate  posi* 
on.  Three  serious  combats  reported  within  a  week ;  in  each  insurgents 
ctorious. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

[Confldential.] 

o.  775.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana,  February  15^  1898. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter,  with  its  trausla- 
311,  signed  by  the  insurgent  commander  in  chief  and  addressed  to  the 
resident  of  the  United  States.  The  said  letter  was  delivered  by  a 
essenger,  who  at  once  departed,  before  I  saw  or  had  any  communication 
ith  him. 

I  am,  etc. 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

CoiMul- General. 

[iDclosure  in  No. 775.— Translation.] 
ILL.IAM  McKlNLEY, 

President  of  the  United  States, 

Sir:  The  heroic  Caban  people  possesses,  as  a  characteristio  quality  of  its  moral 
iii||^  and  developed  to  a  high  degree,  one  of  the  most  noble  sentiments,  namelv, 
atitnde;  whoever  has  done  well  for  Cuba  wins  for  himself  forever  tne  lively 
cognition  of  the  sons  of  Cuba's  soil. 

four  great  people  have  given  to  the  whole  world  an  example  of  lofty  virtue,  and  to 
d  ehame  ana  stain  of  Spain,  not  only  has  it  shown  compassion  before  the  great 
sfortunes  brought  on  Cuba  by  the  ferocious  Spanish  policy,  but  has  extended  a 
Lping  hand  to  the  unhappy  victims  of  the  warfare  carried  on  by  the  army  of  that 
iioii. 

The  gratitude  of  this  people  must  be  on  a  par  with  tbat^eat  and  generous  impulse, 
d  if  Cuba,  by  its  geographical  position  and  the  necessity  of  its  commercial  exist- 
ce,  is  caUed  to  maintain,  once  that  it  is  free,  and  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both 
nntries,  closer  relations  with  your  great  republic  than  with  any  other  nation  what- 
BT,  from  this  day  iforward  Cuba ,  will  consider  herself  bound  by  a  closer  tie  in  the 
ection  it  bears  for  the  noble  American  magnanimity. 

BLowever  true  and  minute  may  be  the  reports  that  you  have  heard^  never  will  you 
able  to  form  a  just  conception  of  all  the  bloodshea,  the  misery,  the  ruin  and  the 
rrow  caused  to  afflicted  Cuba,  to  obtain  her  independence,  and  how  the  despotic 
irit  of  Spain,  irritated  to  the  last  degree  before  the  most  just  of  all  rebellions,  has 
relied  in  the  most  implacable  destruction  of  everything,  lives  and  property.  The 
tion  which  at  one  time  accepted  the  inquisition  and  invented  its  tortures  lastly 
Dceived  the  concentration  scheme,  the  most  horrible  of  all  means,  first  to  mar- 
rize  and  then  to  annihilate  an  entire  people,  and  if  it  has  stopped  in  the  path  of 
stmction  it  is  due  in  great  measure  to  the  cry  of  indignation  which  the  knowl- 

fe  of  such  horrors  unanimously  drew  from  the  States  over  which  you  govern. 
he  people  who  are  saved  from  extinction  and  whose  evils  your  gifts  assuage  are 
e  people  for  whose  liberty  we  daily  shed  our  blood  on  the  fields  of  battle;  the 
antry  whose  independence  we  now  conquer  at  tbe  point  of  the  sword  for  them  is 
■o  for  us;  blood  of  our  blood  and  flesh  of  our  flesh,  we  must  rejoice  with  them 
tbeir  Joys  as  we  weep  and  sympathize  with  them  in  their  sorrows  and  grief. 
Be  not  surprised,  then,  that  as  the  general  in  chief  of  this  Cuban  army  I  am  so 
)eply  moved  at  the  wave  of  compassion  which  agitates  your  noble  country,  and 
.at  I  accede  to  the  requests  of  the  patriots  1  command  to  appear  before  you,  the 

fresentative  of  the  great  nation,  as  the  exponent  of  our  immense  gratitude. 
have,  therefore,  sir,  to  fulfill  a  conscientious  duty  by  setting  forth  a  fact,  which 
beg  you  will  please  transmit  to  the  knowledge  of  the  persons  to  whom  is  recom- 
ended  the  philanthropic  mission  of  succoring  the  unhappy  destitute  Cubans,  and  in 
rder  that  ignorance  of  oertain  antecedents  may  not  deprive  many  needy  ones  of  the 
ijoyment  of  that  noble  American  charity. 

The  revolution,  as  absolute  master  of  the  country,  has  never  prohibited  anv  citi- 
m,  whatever  his  nationality,  from  earning  his  living,  and  it  has  happened  that  as 
K>n  as  the  barbarous  concentration  decree  was  derogated  innumerable  families 
ftve  left  and  stiU  leave  the  city  for  the  field,  impelled  by  h.\i\i^«t  \a  ^Nfrc«^\k  ^<^ts^>(^^ 
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No.  785.]  United  States  CoNsuLATE-GENEBiLL, 

Havana,  March  i,  18t 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  distribution  of  food,  s 
oines,  and  clothing  to  the  destitute  on  this  island  is  satisfactorily 
ceeding.  The  work  has  been  well  organized  and  systematized  u 
the  immediate  supervision  and  direction  of  Miss  Clara  Barton,  x^ 
dent^of  the  Bed  Cross  Society  of  the  United  States,  and  her  ac 
able,  and  experienced  assistants. 

At  first  the  relief  was  confined  to  the  city  of  Havana  and  its 
rounding  sections.  Now  that  the  proper  organizations  have  1 
formed  in  the  said  sections  the  supplies  have  been  and  are  being  g 
ually  extended  to  other  portions  of  the  island,  while  some  of  the 
ports  have  received  the  necessary  articles  direct  from  New  York, 
course,  when  the  number  of  the  poor  and  destitute  is  so  large 
almost  impossible  to  relieve  large  numbers  in  each  locality,  but  I 
able  to  state  with  confidence  that  under  the  present  system  of  disti 
tion  the  supplies  are  not  lost  or  wasted,  but  reach  those  for  whom  t 
are  intended. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Les, 

Consul' Generi 


[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 

Havana,  March , 

Have  established  fine  asylum  for  destitute  small  orphans  regard 
nationality.  Money  sent  by  you  will  be  applied  purchase  food  for  i 
orphans. 

Lei 
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best  means  of  doing  so  I  inclose  the  latter  without  date,  but  receiyed 
to-day. 

I  am,  etc,  Fitzhuoh  Lee, 

Consul' General, 

[loolosure  in  No.  795.] 
Mr.  Barker  to  Mr,  Lee* 

DsAB  Sir:  I  will  thank ^on  to  commnnioate  to  the  Department  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible the  fact  that  the  military  commander  and  other  officers  of  the  military  posi- 
tively  refuse  to  allow  the  reooncentrados  to  whom  I  am  issuing  food  in  its  raw  state 
to  procure  fuel  with  which  to  cook  this  food. 

Ill  addition  they  prohibited  this  class  of  people  (I  am  only  giving  food  to  about 
one-fifth  of  the  destitute — ^the  authorities  have  quit  altof^ther)  from  gathering  vege- 
tables cultivated  within  the  protection  of  the  forts,  telling  them  the  Americans  pro- 
pose to  feed  you,  and  to  the  Americans  you  must  look. 
Tours,  very  truly, 

Walter  B.  Barkbh,  Consul, 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  797.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  March  17j  1898, 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  by  a  decree 
dated  March  5, 1898,  the  Governor- General  has  prorogued  in  all  its  parts 
to  tiie  31st  of  March,  1899,  the  decree  of  the  general  government  of  the 
19th  April,  1897,  relative  to  the  saspeusion  of  legal  proceedings  against 
real  estate,  with  the  reservation,  however,  of  what  may  be  agreed  upon 
in  the  matter  by  the  insalar  chambers  in  due  season. 
I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHiTGH  Lee, 

Consul' General. 


[Telegram.] 

Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

Havana,  March  24^  1898, 

Work  of  relief  progressing  most  satisfactory.  To-morrow  arrange- 
ments made  for  22  cars  of  supplies  for  Cienfnegos,  Cardenas,  Sagua, 
Calibarien,  and  Santa  Glarai  and  other  places.  Railroads  will  carry 
special  trains  through  free  of  charge.  Have  been  greatly  assisted  by 
Hr.  Klopsch. 

Lee. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

^o.  803.]  United  States  Oonsulate-Genebal, 

Havana^  March  28^  1898, 

Sib:  I  have  honor  to  report  that  instructions  have  been  given  by  the 
civil  governor  of  Havana  that  the  alcaldes  and  other  authorities  shall 
not  give  out  any  facts  about  the  reconcentrados,  and  if  any  of  the 
American  relief  committees  should  make  inquiries  concerning  them, 
all  such  inquiries  must  be  referred  to  him. 
I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

Coneul'G&neral^ 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

Ko.  809.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana,  April  i,  1898.    (Received  April  5.) 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  telegram  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you  yesterday  to  the  effect  that  the  Governor-General  had  issued  a 
decree  terminating  concentration  of  the  country  people,  permitting  them 
to  return  to  their  homes,  and  advising  their  employment  on  public  works, 
I  beg  to  inclose  a  translation  of  the  articles  of  the  decree  referred  to. 
I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

Consul- OeneraL 

[luclosnre  No.  1  with  Dispatch  No.  809.] 

TRANSLATION  OF  THE  ARTICLES  OP   GENERAL  BLANCO'S  PROCLAMATION  OF  THE  30TH 

MARCH,    1898»  SUSPENDING  THE  RECONCBNTRATIOX. 

Article  1.  From  the  pablication  of  the  present  proclamation  (bando)  in  the 
Gazette  of  Havana  the  reconcentration  of  country  people  thron^hont  the  island  u 
hereby  terminated,  and  they  are  authorized  to  return  with  their  families  to  tbeir 
homes,  and  to  dedicate^  themselves  to  all  kind  of  agricultural  labors. 

Art.  2.  The  boards  6f  relief  and  all  civil  and  military  authorities  shall  fomidi 
them  the  means,  within  their  power,  to  enable  the  rural  population  to  return  te 
their  former  places  of  residence,  or  those  which  they  may  now  select,  facilitating 
them  the  aid  which  they  may  respectively  dispose. 

Art.  3.  At  the  instance  of  the  council  of  secretaries,  and  through  the  department 
of  public  works,  the  preparation  and  immediate  realization  of  all  public  works  nec- 
essary and  useful  to  furnish  work  and  food  to  the  country  people  and  their  familiM 
who,  through  lack  of  means,  truck  farms,  or  want  of  agricultural  implements,  may 
not  be  able  to  return  immediately  to  the  fields,  shall  be  proceeded  with,  as  well  u 
the  establishment  of  soup  kitchens,  which  may  settle  and  cheapen  such  services. 

Art.  4.  The  expenses  which  the  compliance  with  this  proclamation  (bando)  mar 
originate,  as  far  as  they  may  exceed  the  means  disposed  of  by  the  boards  of  relief, 
sh^l  be  charged  to  the  extraordinary  war  credit. 

Art.  5.  All  previous  instructions  issued  regarding  the  reconcentration  of  the  coun- 
try people  and  all  others  which  may  be  in  opposition  to  the  compliance  of  this  proc- 
lamation are  hereby  derogated. 

Havana,  March  30. 1898.  Ramon  Blanco. 


Mr.  McOarr  to  Mr,  Day. 
No.  137.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

CienfuegoSj  January  10^  1898, 

Sib  :  All  the  sugar  mills  in  this  consular  jurisdiction,  23  in  number, 
have  been  grinding  since  the  first  of  the  month,  and  at  the  busy  cen- 
trales the  various  industries  incident  to  the  gathering  of  the  crop  and 
the  manufacture  of  sugar  are  in  full  and  stes^y  operation. 

Several  of  the  principal  estates  are  owned  by  American  citizens  and 
corporations,  and  most  of  their  skilled  employees  are  brought  from  the 
United  States. 

The  demand  for  labor  on  the  sugar  estates  has  drawn  from  the  towDS 
a  great  portion  of  the  unemployed  laborers  and  given  employment  to 
the  male  ^^concentrados,"  many  of  whom  were  in  a  state  of  enforced 
idleness  and  destitution.  As  a  consequence,  few  of  them  are  now  seen 
here  and  the  labor  "  congestion  "  has  been  relieved. 

Small  predatory  parties  of  insurgents  make  frequent  attempts  to  fire 
the  cane  fields,  and  it  requires  constant  and  active  vigilance  to  prevent 
their  destruction.  The  dry  weather  and  the  high  winds  prevailing  at 
this  season  render  it  a  simple  matter  for  one  person  (who  can  easily 
conceal  himself  in  the  tall  cane)  to  start  a  conflagration  that  will,  unless 
promptly  extmguiaVi^,  destroy  hundreds  of  acres  in  a  few  hours. 
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Hence  the  almost  impossibility  with  the  utmost  watchfaluess  and 
isiDg  every  practicable  safeguard  to  prevent  some  loss  of  cane  by  the 
ires  started,  often  under  cover  of  darkness,  by  the  stealthy  incendiaries 
^miliar  with  the  locality  and  always  on  the  alert  for  an  opportunity  to 
pply  the  torch. 

The  sugar  crop  is  the  support  of  all  classes  and  especially  of  the 
iboring  class,  and  should  it  be  in  large  part  destroyed  a  famine  in 
eality  would  be  inevitable. 

1  am,  etc.,  Owen  MoGarr, 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr,  Brioe  to  Mr.  Day.  ^ 

\o.  95.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

MatanzaSj  November  17 j  1897. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  concerning 
>resent  condition  of  affairs  in  this  province  and  city.  *^^ 

New  civil  governor,  Francisco  de*Armas,  assumed  the  duties  of  his 
ffice  Thursday,  11th  instant.  As  the  autonomist  ♦  ♦  ♦  governor 
f  this  province,  his  reception  was  cold  and  informal.  Spaniards,  as 
rell  a8(3ubans,arenotin  sympathy  with  proposedautouomyand  reforms. 
L  memorial  to  Her  Majesty,  Queen  Regent  of  Spain,  extensively  signed 
ly  leading  Spaniards  of  province,  asking  that  reform  bill  be  not 
igned.    This  will  be  cabled  in  a  day  or  two. 

Starvation. — No  relief  as  yet  afforded  the  starving  thousands  in  this 
province.  Several  days  ago  an  order  from  Captain  Gin  was  given  mu- 
licipal  authorities  to  issue  rations  and  clothing,  but  no  attention  is 
laid  the  order. 

Death  rate  in  this  city  over  80  persons  daily,  and  nearly  all  from 
rant  of  food,  medicines,  and  clothing.  As  I  write  this  a  dead  negro 
reman  lies  in  the  street,  within  200  yards  of  this  consulate,  starved  to 
leatb;  died  some  time  this  morning,  and  will  lie  there,  maybe,  for  days. 
Dhe  misery  and  destitution  in  this  city  and  other  towns  in  the  interior 
ure  beyond  description. 

A  general  order  has  been  issued  allowing  reconcentrados  to  return 
o  the  country,  but  the  restrictions  placed  in  order  are  such  as  to  prac- 
ically  prohibit.  If  they  went,  what  can  they  do  without  money, 
bod,  or  shelter?  Only  those  who  can  obtain  employment  on  sugar 
>lantations  can  live.  Insurgents  say  no  one  will  be  allowed  to  grind 
n  province  of  Matanzas.  The  situation  is  indeed  deplorable,  and  I  am 
ree  to  say  no  real  help  can  be  expected  from  Spanish  Government,  and 
;he  fate  of  the  remaining  reconcentrados  is  slow,  lingering  death  from 
starvation. 

•  •#•••• 

Insurgents  are  numerous  and  quite  active  the  past  ten  days.  In  an 
^ngftgement  Saturday,  13th,  near  Mocha,  8  miles  from  this  city,  Spanish 
a*oops  were  defeated  with  serious  loss  and  forced  to  retreat.  Several 
mgar  plantations  report  cane  burned  by  insurgents,  and  the  general 
>pinion  is  little  or  no  sugar  will  be  made  this  season. 
I  am,  etc., 

A.  0.  Brioe, 
United  States  Cou^uL 
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Mr.  Brice  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  97.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

MatanzMj  December  17 j  1897, 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  Cuban  news  in  this 
province,  taken  from  personal  observation  and  reliable  sonrees  of 
information : 

Concentrados. — Eelief  offered  these  and  other  poor  people  by  Spanish 
authorities  is  only  in  name.  I  have  personally  visited  fon  several  occa- 
sions) head  masters  of  distributing  stations.  Two  tnousand  rations 
were  given  out,  for  a  few  days  only,  to  8,000  persons.  *  •  •  There 
are  more  than  12,000  starving  people  in  this  city  today.     One  out  of  4 

ior  6)  received  the  following  ration :  2  ounces  rice,  1^  ounces  tassajo 
jerked  beef),  and  sometimes  a  small  piece  of  bread,  per  diem.  Imagine 
starving  people  being  relieved  by  such  rations!  Even  this  ration  of 
food  has  been  discontinued  since  11th  inst.  Death  rate  has  diminished 
somewhat;  now  about  63  daily.    There  are  less  x>eople  to  die. 

The  scenes  of  misery  and  distress  daily  observed  are  beyond  belief 
Here  is  one  out  of  hundreds.  In  g>  family  of  seventeen  living  in  an  old 
limekiln,  upper  part  of  city  limits,  all  were  found  dead  except  three^ 
and  they  barely  alive.    ♦    ♦    ♦    A  few  of  the  strongest  of  these  peo- 

?le  have  been  sent  out  to  sugar  plantations,  which  expect  to  grind, 
'hey  get  30  cents  per  day  and  board  themselves.  General  Blanc»^ 
order,  allowing  reconcentrados^  owners  of  plantations  and  farms,  to 
return  and  cultivate  crops,  etc.,  is  inoperative  and  of  no  avail.  Several 
of  our  American  citizens,  owners  of  land,  have  repeatedly'asked  the 
civil  governor  of  this  province  for  permission  to  return  to  their  homes, 
and  in  every  case  refused  or  restrictions  imposed  making  it  impossible 
to  comply  with. 

•  •••••• 

A  few  plantations  are  grinding  cane.  In  every  case  they  are  heavil7 
guarded  by  Spanish  troops,  and  have  paid  insurgents  for  so  doing. 
Was  shown  a  letter  from  insurgentchief  to  owner  of  a  large  plantation, 
I  in  which  price  demanded  for  grinding  was  2,000  centones  ($10,600 
United  States  gold).  It  was  paid.  To  make  crop  of  sugar  this  season 
money,  oxen,  and  laborers  must  be  had. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  etc.,  A.  O.  Bbioe, 

United  States  OommI 


Mr.  Brioe  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  99.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Matanzaej  January  18j  1898, 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  concerning  destitote 
American  citizens,  Matanzas  province: 

•  •••••* 

Up  to  Sunday,  January  9, 1898,  weekly  rations  of  food  have  heen 
regularly  issued,  also  medicines  for  sick,  and,  although  there  has  heeo 
more  or  less  hardships  and  suffering  for  want  of  clothing,  shelter,  eta 
(which  we.  were  not  allowed  to  supply),  none  of  our  people  have  snf- 
lered  for  food  or  medicine. 


h 

if. 
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In  behalf  of  these  people,  I  earnestly  ask  the  Department  that  some 
rompt  measures  be  taken  to  farther  relieve  them.  They  are  abso- 
itely  helpless — ^no  work,  shut  np  in  cities  and  towns  like  rats  in  a  trap 
>  starve.  We  have  Hfteen  or  eighteen  families  (American  reconcen- 
rados)  who  own  property  in  the  country,  and  were  they  allowed  to  go 
)  their  homes,  could  make  a  good  living.  All  these  have  begged  and 
leaded  with  authorities  (under  Blanco^s  order)  to  go,  and  in  every  case 
)fdsed. 

Since  the  24th  of  May,  1897,  to  December  26, 1897,  seven  months,  we 
ave  ^iven  food  and  medicines  and  relief  to  an  average  of  305  persons, 
Lmencan  citizens,  at  a  cost  of  $8,175.48  Spanish  gold.  This  amount 
3ceived  from  Havana  on  account  of  Cuban  relief  fund  to  date.  We 
3quire  a  little  over  $800  (bills  not  rendered)  to  settle  last  two  weeks' 
iktion  bills  and  three  weeks'  medicine. 

•  ••••#• 

I  am,  etc.,  A.  C.  Bbioe, 

United  States  Consul, 

[Ii)c!«3U«  in  No»09.] 
CUBAN  DESTITUTION. 

Circnlar  letter  dated  Jannary  8, 1898,  from  Department  of  State,  received  yes- 
rday. 

This  iatimates  tbat  help  Ib  to  be  extended  by  the  United  States  to  the  starving 
»ople  in  Caba.  The  news  of  this  relief  has  been  known  for  the  past  two  weeks 
id  has  extended  all  over  the  province.  This  consulate  has  been  overwhelmed  with 
ople  of  all  classes  asking  to  oe  remembered  when  this  relief  comes. 
I  submit  a  few  faots  iUustrating  the  sufi'ering  in  this  province  alone.  There  are 
Matanzas  Province  over  90,000  people  who  are  in  actual  starving  condition  and 

2 aire  food,  clothing^  and  medicines. 
n  addition  to  above,  there  are  thousands  of  families  (of  the  better  classes,  formerly 
bU  to  do)  who  to-day  are  living  on  one  meal  a  day,  and  that  very  scant.  The^ 
^^e  sold  or  pawned  furniture,  jewelry,  clothing,  etc.,  to  eke  out  an  existence  until 
I  is  gone,  or  nearly  so.  Too  proud  to  beg,  they  suflfer  in  silence,  and  many  die  of 
arvation.  The  daughter  of  a  former  governor  of  this  province  was  seen  begging  on 
e  streets  (incognito)  of  this  oity.  Many  of  these  people  call  on  me  privately  at 
Y  residence  asking  and  praying  for  God^s  sake  to  be  remembered  when  this  relief 
mes  from  the  United  States.  One  has  to  be  here,  know  and  mingle  with  these 
»ople,  to  fully  reidize  the  terrible  destitution  and  misery  existing  in  Cuba.  It  is  to 
I  hoped  that  this  relief  from  the  United  States  will  come  quickly,  for  hundreds  are 
ring  daily  in  this  province  of  starvation.  Conditions  are  dreadful,  and  no  relief 
Foiaed  by  Spanish  authorities. 

I  would  advise  that  food  and  supplies  for  this  province  be  sent  direct  to  Matan- 
m,  thus  avoiding  the  railroad  freight,  dray  age,  etc.  Supplies  can  be  landed  direct 
*  vrarehouses  (by  lighters),  which  have  been  offered  free  of  charge.  The  figures 
id  facts  I  have  sta&d  indicate  the  large  quantities  of  food  and  supplies  required 

five  even  temporary  relief;  also  some  cash  will  be  required  to  handle  and  dis- 
ate  snppUes. 

I  am,  etc.,  A.  C.  Brice, 

United  States  Con$uh 
Matanzas,  Cuba,  January  IS,  1898, 


Mr.  Brice  to  Mr.  Day. 
To.  100.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Matanzas,  February  8, 1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  IT.  S.  cruiser 
tantgomery  arrived  in  this  port  February  3, 1898, 10.34  a.  m.,  leaving 
>r  Santiago  de  Caba  on  February  5  at  6  p.  m. 

The  usual  courtesies  were  extended  this  consulate;  also  friendly  visits 
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from  civil  and  military  governors  and  other  ofBcials  of  province  and 
city.  Eeturn  visits  made  the  following  day,  and  their  reception  by 
commander  and  officers  on  board  was  a  royal  one  and  greatly  appre- 
ciated. 

The  arrival  of  cruiser  Montgomery,  although  a  surprise,  was  hailed 
with  delight  by  all  classes,  and  sure  to  be  productive  of  good  results. 

The  striking  feature  was:  Poor  people  thought  vessel  was  briugiog 
them  food  from  the  United  States ;  their  disappointment  was  great 
I  am,  etc., 

A.  O.  Bbioe, 
United  States  Consul, 


Mr,  Hyatt  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  406.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuhaj  Novefnber  15, 1897. 

SiB:  Since  my  return  to  Cuba  I  have  availed  myself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity possible  to  learn  what,  if  auy,  changes  have  taken  place  during 
my  absence. 

At  first  I  was  disposed  to  believe  that  the  insurgents  were  weakening 
and  that  the  autonomists  were  coming  to  the  front.    Time  and  further 

investigation,  however,  has  failed  to  confirm  that  view  of  the  case. 

•        •        • 

The  change  of  policy,  as  expressed  by  Captain-General  Blanco,  is 
doubtless  modifying  the  feeling  of  resentment  which  formerly  prevailed 
and,  should  the  near  future  prove  discouraging  to  the  insurgents, 
would  doubtless  smooth  the  way  to  pacification.    •    •    • 

The  promised  revocation  of  the  order  of  reconcentration  is  yet  unful- 
filled and  beggars  are  very  numerous.  "  Me  estoy  muriendo  de  hambre'^ 
(I  am  starving)  is  their  most  frequent  salutation.    Generally  their 

appearance  confirms  their  words. 

ft  #  #  •  •  •  • 

What  ought  the  United  States  Government  do,  is  a  question  mach 
discussed,  and  the  answer  is  usually  what  the  person  desires,  and 
sentiment,  not  reason,  makes  reply.  Among  property  holders,  whether 
Americans  or  citizens  of  other  nationalities,  there  is  but  one  sentiment 
"  Hands  ofl","  or  such  active  intervention  as  will  quickly  terminate  the 
struggle.  They  greatly  deprecate  constant  agitation,  which  makes  the 
governing  classes  enemies  to  American  interests  and  brings  no  cor- 
responding advantages.  For  your  information  I  inclose  a  military 
order  and  a  translation  of  the  same,  issued  by  the  insurgent  general, 
Calixto  Garcea.  General  Garcea's  command  extends  over  more  than 
half  of  the  island,  including  the  provinces  of  Porto  Principe  and 
Santiago,  the  portions  supposed  to  be  in  most  active  rebellion. 

Another  order  is  issued  by  the  same  authority  permitting  owners  of 
coffee  estates  to  gather  as  much  as  they  may  need  for  family  use,  but 
none  for  market. 

The  present  insurgent  capital  is  at  San  Augustin  Aguarris,  between 
Holgiun  and  Tuuio,  135  miles  from  Santiago. 

The  local  papers,  which  publish  only  what  has  been  submitted  to 
censorial  examination,  admit  several  engagements  of  lat«  on  those 
parts  of  the  Island  heretofore  reported  as  pacified. 

•  •••«#• 

I  am,  etc., 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 
United  States  ConsuL 
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[Inolomire  in  No.  405.] 

Military  Department  of  the  East, 

General  Headquarters, 
Baire,  November  6,  1897,     (Third  of  Independence.) 

the  commanding  generals  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  army  corps  of  eastern 

ly  informed  throneh  the  press  that  the  Spanish  Goyemment  is  offering  antonomy 
the  intention  hy  these  means  to  subdne  the  revolution,  or  at  least  to  bring  about 
rbances  in  our  ranks  and  weaken  our  cause,  this  general  headquarters  reminds 
that  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our  constitution  does  not  admit  with  Spain  any 
y  whatever  that  is  not  based  upon  the  absolute  independence  of  Cuba.  In 
dance  with  this  I  will  be  inexorable,  submitting  to  a  summary  trial,  and  will 
der  aa  traitors  all  civil  or  military  officers  of  whatever  rank  receives  messages, 
lisaions,  or  has  any  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  as  the  supreme  government  of 
'epnblic  is  the  only  one  authorized,  and  listen  to  any  overtures  that  may  be 
sy  and  even  the  government  will  only  listen  to  proposals  acknowledging  the 
ate  independence  of  Cuba  by  the  Spanish  Government.  All  persons  who  come 
in  our  lines  commissioned  by  the  enemy  with  proposals  to  submit  to  Spain  will 
ied  and  punished  as  spies. 

order  to  avoid  any  ignorance  being  professed  on  the  subject,  you  will  circulate 
communication   among  your  subordinates,  posting  this   order  during  eight 
at  your  headquarters  and  have  it  read  in  the  presence  of  the  troops. 
ontry  and  liberty. 

Cauxto  Garcia, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Department  of  the  East, 

ire  is  a  small  village  lying  about  54  miles  ft'om  the  city  of  Santiago. 


Mr,  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

407.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  November  20^  1897. 

:b  :  For  the  benefit  of  tlie  Department  of  State  I  send  the  inclosed 
of  civil  officers  of  the  insurgent  government  of  Cuba,  elected  and 
ailed  at  Yaya,  in  the  province  of  Porto  Principe  October  20. 
tiere  is  rumor  of  renewed  activity  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  of  east- 
Cuba,  commanded  by  .Gen.  Calixto  Gracea,  and  the  shipment  of  all 
lable  Spanish  soldiers  to  Manzanillo  corroborates  the  report. 
tie  Spanish  residents  of  the  island  are  becoming  very  outspoken  in 
r  of  closing  the  war  and  annexation  to  the  United  States.  There 
Dumerons  inquiries  among  them  of  how  they  can  become  citizens  of 
Government.  There  are  also  quite  a  number  of  Spanish  soldiers 
ing  the  same  inquiry.  The  business  Spaniards  here  declare  that 
r  are  tired  of  doing  business  at  a  loss,  and  that  peace  and  prosperity 
only  come  by  annexation.  Many  are  greatly  disappointed  that  the 
ted  States  consul  can  not  make  American  citizens  of  them  at  once. 
With  highest,  etc., 

Pulaski  P.  Hyatt, 
United  States  Consul, 


[Inclosnre  with  No.  407.] 

it  of  insurgent  officials  electi>d  and  installed  at  Yaya  Porte  Principe,  Cuba, 

ber  20,  1897 : 

asident,  Bartolo  Maso. 

ce-president,  Domingo  Mendez,  Capote. 

cretary  of  war,  Jose  B.  Alernian. 

•retary  of  the  treasury,  Earnisto  Font  Stearling. 

?retary  of  foreign  affairs,  Andres  Moreno  de  la  Torre. 

3retary  of  the  interior,  Manuel  R.  Silva. 

neral>in-chief;  Maximo  Gomez. 

sntenant-general,  Calixto  Gracea. 

H.  Doc.  406 3 


\ 


with  favor  by  the  most  ardent  friends  of  Spain. 

There  is,  however,  a  feeling  of  relief  and  safety  since  the  chani 
the  captain-generalship. 

Very  respectfully,  Pulaski  F.  Hyai 


Mr,  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  410.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cubay  December  5, 18: 

Sib  :  The  situation  in  this  part  of  Cuba  is  not  destitute  of  acti 
nevertheless,  it  seems  to  be  one  of  expectancy,  both  sides  posing 
waiting  to  see  what  will  hapx)en  in  the  United  States. 

There  is  a  more  secure  feeling  since  the  arrival  of  Govemor-Gei 
Blanco,  otherwise  no  x)erceptable  change.  The  reconcentration  < 
is  relaxed,  but  not  removed;  but  many  people  have  reached  a  ] 
where  it  is  a  matter  of  entire  indifference  to  th'em  whether  it  is  rem 
or  not,  for  they  have  lost  all  interest  in  the  problem  of  existence. 

A  census  of  the  island  taken  to-day.  as  compared  with  one  t 
three  years  ago,  I  feel  confident  would  show  that  two-thirds  oi 
residents  are  missing;  and  the  Spanish  army  would  make  no  b 
showing. 

The  rainy  season  is  practically  over,  and  cooler  weather  is  appa 
the  thermometer  ranging  from  70^  to  88^  F.  through  the  twenty 
hours,  in  the  shade. 

His  Excellency  Enrique  Capriles,  a  former  governor  of  this  prov 
has  returned  to  this  post  of  duty.  His  former  record  is  a  suffi< 
guaranty  of  an  honorable  administration. 

Mr.  Eiffuey,  an  American  sufirar  planter  near  Manzanillo,  was 
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lODg  them  has  materially  decreased  and  their  appearance  has  greatly 

iproved. 

t  *  *  •  •  *  * 

Very  respectfully,  Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  ConsuL 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

•.413.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba^  December  14^  1897. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  dispatch  on  the  situation  in  Cuba  several  military 
^agements  of  more  or  less  importance  have  occurred  and  the  insur- 
its  are  claiming  to  have  had  the  best  in  the  fight;  but  until  an 
^agement  shall  take  place  of  sufficient  importance  to  have  a  con- 
lling  influence,  1  can  safely  leave  the  press  to  report  on  such  matters. 
L  take  it  to  be  a  matter  of  far  greater  importance  that  I  shall  watch 
I  trend  of  public  opinion  aud  its  eifects  on  the  political  situation,  for 
IS  far  battles  have  not  been  the  most  important  factors  in  the  Cuban 
>blem. 

Up  to  the  present  we  have  only  garbled  accounts  as  to  the  contents 
the  President's  message,  so  it  is  too  early  to  say  what  its  effects  will 
I  shall,  however,  watch  such  results  with  much  concern,  as  all 
rties  have  looked  forward  to  it  with  deepest  solicitation. 
Hie  order  of  reconceutration  is  now  practically  wiped  out,  and,  so  far 
the  Spanish  Government  is  concerned,  men  go  about  nearly  as  they 
tase.  The  insurgents  and  their  sympathizers  will  unquestionably  take 
irantage  of  the  revocation  to  get  from  the  towns  and  cities  what 
)y  need,  and  otherwise  strengthen  their  cause. 
Che  effect  on  agricultural  pursuits  will  be  disappointing,  because  the 
)at  majority  of  those  who  would  or  should  take  up  the  work  joined 
i  insurgent  forces  when  compelled  to  leave  their  homes,  and  the  por- 
D  which  came  within  the  lines  of  reconcentration  are  women,  children , 
and  sickly  people,  most  of  whom  seem  to  have  little  interest  in  the 
>blem  of  life.  ♦  •  ♦  There  is  no  one  to  take  these  people  back 
the  fields  and  utilize  their  remaining  strength.  Their  houses  are 
itroyed,  their  fields  are  overgrown  with  weeds,  they  have  no  seed  to 
nt,  aud  if  they  had,  they  can  not  live  sixty  or  eighty  days  until  the 
p  matures,  which,  when  grown,  would  more  than  likely  be  taken  by 
i  or  the  other  of  the  contending  parties. 

lany  of  those  who  are  attached  to  their  families  have  them  within 
I  insurgent  lines. 

finally,  I  give  it  as  my  opinion,  an  opinion  that  I  am  sure  is  not 
sed  in  favor  of  Cuba,  that  Spain  will  be  compelled  to  prosecute  a 
more  vigorous  war  than  has  yet  been  done  if  she  conquers  peace 
Duba.  I  think  I  speak  advisedly  when  I  say  that  in  this  end  of  the 
md  at  least  there  are  many  thousand  square  miles  where  the  foot  of 
t  Spanish  soldier  has  never  trod.  Within  this  zone  the  insurgents 
^e  their  families,  carol  tbeir  horses  and  cattle  and  raise  their  crops. 
By  reach  the  outside  world  by  methods  of  their  own. 
^hy  Spain  with  a  large  body  of  as  obedient  and  brave  soldiers  as 
T  shouldered  a  gun  has  not  penetrated  these  grounds  and  scattered 


island  is  appalling.  Statistics  make  a  grievous  ^fhowing,  bat  comt 
short  of  the  truth. 

The  principal  disease  is  known  by  various  names.  Galentnra,  I 
dol  fever,  la  grippe,  etc.,  is  thought  by  physicians  to  be  brought  o 
insufficient  food.  I  know  some  that  are  attacked  that  have  pl< 
These,  however,  usually  make  a  good  recovery,  while  the  others  d 
make  very  slow  recovery. 

The  disease  is  endemic  rather  than  of  a  zymotic  or  contageous  ( 
acter.  •  Prom  30  to  40  per  cent  of  the  people  are  afflicted  with  it  »■ 
present  time. 

Yellow  fever  continues  in  all  parts  of  the  island,  and  smallpc 
some  places,  but  are  insignificant  as  compared  with  the  prevailing 
ease.  Out  of  a  total  of  16,000  soldiers  recently  sent  to  Manzai 
nearly  5,000  are  in  hospitals  or  quartered  on  the  i)eople.  1  have 
learned  whether  it  has  attacked  the  insurgents  or  not;  presumabl3; 
for  Cubans  elsewhere  are  not  exempt,  as  in  yellow  fever. 

An  extremely  strong  effort  is  being  made  to  increase  the  streng 
the  autonomist  party.  The  governor  sends  for  men  of  supx>osed  i 
ence  and  asks  them  to  join  the  party  and  work  to  make  it  succei 
He  argues  that  it  is  a  patriotic  duty  in  which  all  good  citizens  si] 
aid. 

As  yet  planters  are  all  at  sea  as  to  whether  they  will  grind  cai 
not.  It  is  no  secret  that  they  will  have  to  make  terms  with  the  ii 
gents  if  they  do,  and  I  understand  that  an  agreement  by  which  50  ( 
per  bag,  or  about  15  cents  per  100,  will  be  paid  for  Ouban  handt 
Planters  say  this  will  leave  them  no  profit,  but  leave  their  plantai 
in  better  order  for  ftiture  operations. 

The  three  Rivery  brothers,  American  citizens  and  owners  of  cc 
cocoa,  and  orange  groves,  are  about  to  return  to  their  places.  ' 
are  absolutely  penniless,  and  say  they  would  have  surely  starved 
for  the  food  issued  from  this  consulate.     I  shall  continue  to  sa 

t.hATTi  wit.h  fnfu^.  n.nH  ishiia  a  nnnnf-.h'n  ratiniiR  nf  RHAh  fhnH  ajs  rir«A.  hi 
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Steamers  coming  to  this  port  mostly  give  out  soup  once  a  day  to  the 
jting  throngs. 

[i^esh  meat  in  our  markets  sells  from  50  cents  to  $1  a  poand. 

•  »  #  •  #  •  * 

Very  respectfully, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 
United  States  Consul. 


Mr,  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

418.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  January  i,  1898. 

IB:  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that,  from  a  military  standpoint,  there 
othing  new  worthy  of  report,  except  the  mobilizatien  of  the  Span- 
forces  to  the  number  of  18,000  in  and  near  ManzanUlo,  6,000  of 
ch  are  in  hospital. 

.utonomy  has  been  pushed  with  great  vigor,  almost  or  quite  to  the 
It  of  forcing  men  to  join  the  party,  when  they  could  not  be  hired  by 
iuor  office. 

Then  here,  a  few  days  since  General  Pando  sent  for  a  Mr.  Lora  and 
I:  '*  You  have  two  active  and  influential  brothers  in  the  rebel  army. 
I  must  go  at  once  to  these  brothers  and  say,  Come  in  and  join  the 
>nomist  party  and  they  will  be  provided  for  by  me.'' 
[r.  Lora  replied :  ^<  General,  I  ran  away  from  my  home  to  escape  join- 
the  insurgents;  my  brothers  chose  to  join  them.  I  will  obey  your 
imand  if  you  desire  to  sacrifice  my  life.  My  brothers  would  order 
shot  on  the  spot  if  I  approached  them  with  your  proposition." 
leral  Pando  withdrew  his  command. 

urique  Capeiles,  who  was  governor  of  this  province  some  four  years 
,  returned  to  the  same  position  about  a  month  since.  He  is  highly 
>ected  by  all  classes,  and  has  worked  with  great  energy  to  build  up 
autonomist  party.  He  resigned  to-day  and  took  a  solemn  oath  that 
rould  never  again  set  foot  on  Cuban  soil.  He  declared  himself  both 
iouraged  and  disgusted. 

he  problem  of  sugar  making  in  this  province  is  most  discouraging, 
limatic  fevers  still  hold  about  one  third  of  the  people  in  bed.  The 
th  rate  for  the  week  in  this  city  is  109.  I  deem  myself  fortunate  in 
ig  a  physician  when  called  upon  to  fight  life's  battles  amid  such 
*ounding8. 

Very  respectfully,  Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Bay. 

420.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  January  8,  1898. 

IB :  I  have  the  honor  very  respectfully  to  say  that  in  my  opinion 
most  important  question  of  the  Cuban  problem  to-day  is,  "  Will 
people  of  Cuba  accept  autonomy  as  a  basis  of  settlement! " 
have  taken  great  pains  to  inform  myself  on  this  question  and  to 
linate  as  far  as  possible  the  bias  which  comes  with  the  sources  of 
information. 


here  for  several  days,  but  as  yet  has  not  taken  charge  of  the  oflBc 
In  many  cases  where  Cubans  are  anticipating  the  acceptance 

office  they  have  sent  to  the  field  to  ask  permission  from  insu 

officers. 
It  will  be  seen  that  Cubans  are  moving  very  slow  in  accepting  a 

omy. 

It  is  given  out  that  sometime  in  the  month  of  February  there  ^ 
an  election  held  for  the  purpose  of  electing  sixty  members  of  the  C 
assembly  and  eighteen  members  of  the  council  of  administn 
while  seventeen  s^ditional  ones  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Gov< 
General.  The  lines  are  supposed  to  be  drawn  for  or  against  autoi 
Cuban  leaders  declare  they  will  neither  make  nominations  nor  gc 
the  polls;  so,  if  they  adhere  to  their  purpose,  it  will  be  no  U 
strength,  and  no  recognition  of  the  result  will  be  taken  by  the  n 
the  field. 

]N"umerou8  dead  bodies  at  the  cemetery  are  carried  over  from  d 
day  because  the  sexton  is  unable  to  bury  them  with  his  present 
of  assistants  as  fast  as  they  come. 
Very  respectfully, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyati 
United  Stntes  Con 


Mr,  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  421.]  CONSULATK   OF  THE  UNITED   STATES, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  January  12^  It 

Sir:  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  lay  before  the  honorable  Departnw 
State  the  situatiou  here  as  affecting  American  interests,  and  to  ii 
herewith  an  order  issued  by  command  of  Gen.  Maximo  Gomez,  i 

tr$l,nAlAt;inn  nf  fhA    saniA    fnr  1  n'Hrl in cr    tTiA  crrinHiTKr  f\f  tiiA  ancror /»iv 
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by  the  action  of  the  insargents,  who  refiise  to  allow  them  to  return  to 
their  sugar,  coffee,  and  other  estates.  The  Pompo  Manganese  mines, 
owned  by  Americans,  would  at  the  present  time  be  a  very  profitable 
inyestment  if  allowed  to  operate,  are  also  being  held  up  by  the  same 
power. 

The  three  Revery  brothers,  who  I  informed  you  recently  I  was  about 
to  assist  in  returning  to  their  cofiee  and  fruit  estates,  got  there  only  to 
find  they  could  not  go  to  work  until  permission  was  obtained  from  the 
insurgent  commander,  which  permission  seems  doubtful,  I  myself,  as  I 
understand  my  duty,  being  inhibited  from  rendering  them  any  assist- 
ance at  this  point. 

These,  with  several  sugar  estates  within  my  consular  district,  are 
held  up  and  becoming  more  worthless  than  before. 

It  is  beyond  the  power  of  my  pen  to  describe  the  situation  m  eastern 
Cuba.  Squalidity,  starvation,  sickness,  and  death  meets  one  in  all 
places.  Beggars  throng  our  doors  and  stop  us  on  the  streets.  The 
dead  in  large  numbers  remain  over  from  day  to  day  in  the  cemeteries 
unbnried. 

Very  respectfully,  Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Consul. 


[Inclosnre  in  Xo.  421. J 

There  is  a  seal  that  reads:  Republic  of  Cuba,  War  No.  43,  book  3,  folio  150. 

The  council  of  the  Government  in  session  on  the  29th  day  of  last  month  adopted 
the  following  resolution : 

Considering  that  the  working  of  the  sugar  estates  favor  the  plans  of  our  enemies, 
as  shown  by  the  marked  interest  in  their  last  winter  campaign,  thus  injuring  the 
steady  headway  of  the  revolution. 

It  has  been  ordered  by  our  Government  as  a  general  politio<al  measure  of  war, 
which  to-day  is  more  than  ever  imposed  upon  us,  and  in  accordance  with  article  22, 
paragraph  6,  of  the  constitution  to  absolutely  prohibit  the  realization  of  the  sugar 
crop  of  1897-98,  that  this  be  communicated  to  the  general -in -chief,  with  the  object 
that  he  will  dictate  the  opportune  orders  for  the  exact  compliance  of  this  resolution, 
and  that  it  should  be  published  for  general  know^ledge,  making  known  that  violators 
will  snffes  the  punishment  prescribed  by  our  laws. 

What  I  transcribe  to  you  for  your  knowledge  and  exact  compliance. 

I  am,  with  high  consideration, 

Country  and  liberty, 

Palmarito,  December  2, 1897. 

Jose  B.  Aleman,  Secretary  of  War, 

To  Gen.  Cauxto  Garcia. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  resolution  authorized  by  the  secretary  of  war, 
Jo8^  B.  Aleman,  and  directed  to  Gen.  Calixto  Garcia,  is  an  exact  copy  of  original  on 
file  in  the  archives  of  the  chief  of  the  military  department  of  Orient. 

Baire,  December  28,1897. 

Lieut.  Col.  Editardo  Salazar,  Auditor, 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  424.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  January  22, 1897. 

Sib:  I  have  the  hoDor  to  report  that  Colonel  Masso  of  the  insurgent 
forces,  whose  home  is  in  this  city,  has,  at  a  point  west  of  here,  given 
himself  up  to  the  Spanish  forces,  with  one  hundred  and  ten  oflRcers  and 
men  under  his  command. 
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Citizens  of  Santiago  say  that  be  did  the  same  thing  in  the  forme 

rebellion. 

But  the  military  situation  is  completely  overshadowed  in  important 
by  the  starving,  struggling  mass,  whose  cry  is  "  Bread,  or  I  perish.'^ 

This  consulate  is  besieged  to  an  extent  that  blocks  theentram 
and  greatly  retards  business.  They  have  heard  that  the  people  of  t 
United  States  are  giving  funds  for  their  relief,  and  have  not  I 
patience  to  wait.  I  could  name  three  Americans  here  who  contribc 
monthly  over  three  hundred  dollars  toward  feeding  the  poor,  bat  it 
as  nothing  compared  to  the  i)eople's  necessities. 

Men,  women,  and  children,  homeless  and  almost  naked,  roam  1 
streets  by  day,  begging  of  everyone  they  meet,  or  door  they  pass,  a 
sleeping  at  night  anywhere  they  can  find  a  place  to  lie  down. 

If  the  present  death  rate  is  continued,  there  would  not  be  a  soul  I 
in  the  city  at  the  end  of  five  years. 

For  the  masses  it  is  speedy  help  or  sure  death. 
Very  repectfuUy, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 
UniUd  States  Consul 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Bay. 

No.  427.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuha^  January  31j  169i 

Sir  :  I  desire  to  inform  the  honorable  Department  of  State  that  G 
tain-General  Blanco  arrived  at  this  port  on  Friday  night,  the  2 
instant,  but  remained  on  shipboard  until  the  next  morning. 

The  consular  corps  called  soon  after  his  arrival.  Most  of  Gren< 
Blanco's  remarks  were  directed  to  the  French  and  American  consul 
•  •*•••• 

Colonel  Marsh,  of  General  Blanco's  staff,  called  upon  and  dined  n 
me  the  same  evening.  He  speaks  fairly  good  English,  and  is  a  gen 
man  of  rare  social  qualities.  On  leaving  he  said,  '^1  shall  be  at 
times  most  happy  to  use  whatever  influence  I  may  have  with  Gen< 
Blanco  in  securing  a  favorable  resolution  of  any  matters  that  yon  i 
desire  to  present  to  him." 

I  told  him  I  was  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  his  offer  at  once 
there  had  just  arrived  at  the  custom-house  in  this  place  a  quantit; 
quinine  which  the  collector  of  customs  said  he  could  not  deliver  d 
free  without  instructions  from  Havana.  The  colonel  promised  to 
the  matter  at  once  before  the  Captain-General,  and  the  quinini 
released,  and,  as  I  understand,  it  is  ordered  that  all  future  shipmc 
are  to  be  promptly  delivered  to  me,  if  any  shall  come. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  regular  passenger  train  on  the  Saban 
and  Maroto  Eailroad,  when  5  miles  out  of  Santiago,  was  blown  up 
dynamite  bombs,  exploded  by  electric  wires;  two  cars  were  shive 
in  atoms.  Five  passengers  were  killed  outright  and  twenty-two  ba 
wounded,  some  of  whom  have  since  died.  It  is  thought  by  some  t 
the  insurgents  believed  that  Captain-General  Blanco  was  on  the  tw 
by  others  that  they  merely  wanted  to  notify  the  general  that  they  v 
around  and  attending  to  business. 
I  am,  etc., 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 
United  8t<ites  Consul 


CUBAN   CORRESPONDENCE.  41 

Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

i^o.  428.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba^  February  i,  1S98, 

Sir:  The  military  conditions  here  upon  the  surface  are  not  materially 
C5haDged,  bat  to  one  who  watches  the  signs  of  the  times  and  knows 
Xihe  character  of  the  men  who  act  the  drama  the  situation  is  not  with- 
out portent. 

The  era  of  good  feeling  is  passing  away,  while  bitter  words  and  cruel 
sets  are  again  coming  to  the  i^ont.  Those  engaged  in  works  of  mercy 
sre  denounced  for  keeping  alive  a  tribe  that  ought  to  be  dead.  But  it 
«^n  not  be  said  there  is  no  excuse  for  harsh  judgment.  The  stoppage 
^f  all  agricultural  pursuits  and  the  blowing  up  of  cars  containing  inno- 
^^nt  people  can  not  be  justified  even  under  the  guise  of  war.  Extrem- 
:ists  of  both  sides  seem  able  to  dominate  the  sentiments  of  their  respec- 
^ve  parties,  while  a  deep  feeling  of  personal  hatred  pervades  their 
T)reasts. 

General  Blanco's  mild  and  humane  policy  meets  with  but  a  feeble 
iresponse  from  his  own  followers,  while  the  insurgents  laugh  at  the  old 
:inan  who  throws  sods  and  grass  instead  of  stones. 

Autonomy  is  already  a  dead  issue,  while  buying  insurgent  leaders 
thus  far  is  not  a  marked  success,  the  insurgent  generals  having  already 
imprisoned  several  ofiScers  suspected  of  venality. 

Colonel  Marsh,  of  General  Blanco's  staff,  said  recently — 

Spain  fails  to  comprehepd  that  Cuba  has,  as  it  were,  two  mothers — a  political  one. 
^which  is  Spain;  a  commercial  one,  which  is  the  United  States;  and  the  political 
mother  fails  to  see  that  the  commercial  mother  has  any  rights,  while  the  commer- 
cial mother  can  not  shake  off  her  responsibility,  for  Grod  has  made  them  next>door 
neighbors. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  Western  Continent  has  ever  witnessed  death 
l>y  starvation  equal  to  that  which  now  exists  in  eastern  Cuba. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Consul, 


Mr,  Hyatt  to  3Ir,  Day. 

No.  432.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  February  15j  1898. 

Sir:. In  the  matter  of  distribution  of  American  relief,  I  have  to 
report  that  up  to  the  present  time  nothing  but  medicines  have  reached 
us;  but  I  understand  that  food  is  on  the  way. 

As  soon  as  I  learned  that  quinine  was  coming  I  at  once  addressed  a 
polite  note  to  his  excellency  informing  him  of  the  fact  and  request- 
ing him  to  suggest  through  what  channels  it  would  be  best  to  make 
distribution. 

The  governor  answered  very  politely,  but  said,  as  they  had  their 
own  physicians  who  were  looking  after  the  poor  he  did  not  see  the 
necessity,  but  should  the  emergency  arise  would  be  very  glad  to  avail 
himself  of  the  generous  otter. 

Fortunately,  a  well  organized  corps  of  the  first  ladies  of  the  city  were 
doing  the  best  they  could  with  the  means  at  hand  to  help  the  unfortu- 
nates, and  to  nearly  every  family  in  this  part  of  Cuba  quinine  was  as 
acceptable  as  gold.    Twenty  of  these  ladies  called  on  me  for  quinine 
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and  were  at  ouce  spreading  it  among  the  needy  sick.  I  also  sent  a 
quantity  to  the  archbishop,  and  begged  him  to  accept  and  use  it  in 
such  a  way  as  in  his  judgment  he  thought  best. 

The  physicians  of  the  city  quickly  joined,  and  in  less  than  twenty- 
four  hours  the  quinine  was  in  every  part  of  the  city  doing  its  work. 

I  also  shipped  portions  to  Baracoa  on  the  north  coast,  to  Guanata- 
namo  and  Manzanillo  on  the  south  coast,  to  the  interior  towns  of  Hoi- 
guin,  Canez,  San  Luis,  Dos  Gauiinos,  Cristo,  Moron,  Dos  Bocas,  San 
Vicente,  Noniato,  and  Guabitas,  as  also  to  the  towns  at  Daigueri  and 
Juragua,  belonging  to  two  large  American  iron-mining  companies. 

A  fair  quantity  was  sent  to  the  eleemosynary  institutions  of  this  city 
and  other  places,  so  that  within  a  week  the  whole  hundred  thoasiind 
pills  were  doing  duty  and  just  as  they  were  gone  another  batch  arriveti 

The  governor,  seeing  the  good  work  being  done,  sent  me  a  polite 
note,  saying  be  had  appointed  two  gentlemen  to  assist  me  and  that  he 
himself  was  personally  at  my  service.  I  then  appointed  two  gentle- 
men, Dr.  Arze  and  Mr.  Octaviano  Duany,  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
the  governor's  committee. 

These  gentlemen  will  under  my  direction  look  after  the  business  mat- 
ters and  will  take  charge  of  the  distribution  of  food. 

The  ladies  will  go  from  house  to  house  and  issue  tickets  according  to 
their  best  judgment,  and  at  certain  times  these  orders  will  be  filled 
under  the  direction  of  the  gentlemen  committee. 

With  the  free  use  of  quinine  the  death  rate  of  the  city  fell  20  per 
cent  the  first  week. 

The  quinine  and  other  medicines  sent  have  proved  to  be  so  potent 
and  certain  in  their  action,  that  the  work  of  American  chemists  ha» 
received  a  decided  boom  and  by  all  parties  the  action  has  been  pro- 
nounced marvelous. 

The  doctors  have  heretofore  found  that  in  order  to  break  a  fever  they 
had  to  prescribe  from  60  to  100  grains  of  quinine  each  day.    One-fifth 
of  that  amount  of  American  quinine  does  the  work  better. 
Very  respectfully, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 
United  States  Consvl 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 
No.  434.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  February  16j  1S98, 

Sir:  Wounded  Spanish  soldiers,  about  200  in  number,  have  been 
brought  to  the  hospital  of  this  city  witfiin  the  last  three  days.  A  sur- 
geon who  has  dressed  the  wounds  of  a  Spanish  captain  tells  the  story 
this  morning  as  follows: 

Our  command,  about  7,000  in  number,  had  been  to  Holquin  and  were  retoininfe 
when  at  a  point  near  A^nacate,  without  any  notice  or  knowledge  of  the  preaence  oT 
the  enemy  in  forct*,  a  galling  fire  opened  on  us,  and,  as  we  could  not  tell  from  whew 
it  came  or  see  the  enemy  to  return  the  fire,  we  were  ordered  to  drop  flat  on  the 
ground.  From  tliis  position  we  returned  the  fire  as  best  we  could  for  a  time  on  an 
unseen  enemy,  who  finally  withdrew. 

The  captain  admitted  a  loss  of  300  in  killed  and  wounded  on  tbe 
Spanish  side,  and  says  they  have  no  knowledge  of  the  loss  inflicted  on 
the  insurgents. 
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Sixteen  hundred  new  troops  ii*om  Spain  arrived  at  this  port  last 
night,  among  them  quite  a  nnmber  of  young  doctors  jnst  graduated. 
Very  respectfully, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 
United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr,  Day. 

l^o.  437.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba^  February  26, 1S9S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  inclose  for  your  information  a 
copy  of  a  letter  sent  yesterday  by  me  to  the  New  York  Central  Cuban 
Kelief  Committee,  showing  the  results  of  lour  days'  work  in  distributing 
rations  to  the  starving  poor. 

Rations  are  issued  in  a  court  attached  to  the  cousulate,  the  people 
being  admitted  by  the  police  through  a  carriage  driveway. 

As  I  write  the  street  is  blocked  by  the  hungry  throng  for  nearly  a 
square  above  and  below  the  entrance. 

I  have  requested  the  police  to  admit  the  most  delicate  and  feeble  sub- 
jects iirst,  as  many  ot'  them  are  unable  to  stand  very  long  in  such  a 
crowd. 

I  shall  if  x>ossible  get  a  photographic  view  of  the  scene  and  forward 
it  to  the  President  through  your  honorable  Department. 
I  am,  etc., 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Consul. 

Since  writing  this  dispatch  (No.  437)  I  have  been  informed  that  the 
ladies,  relief  committee  have  estimated  that  in  this  city  alone  the  num- 
ber who  need  help  is  at  least  18,000. 

Hyatt,  Consul. 


[luclosare  In  No.  437.] 

United  States  Consulate, 
^  Santiago  de  Cuba,  February  35,  1898. 

New  York  Central  Kelief  Committee. 

Gentlemen:  I  desire  to  make  a  brief  report  of  the  first  four  days'  work  in  dis- 
tributiDg  the  101  cases  of  evaporated  cream,  65  cases  condensed  milk,  100  bags  of 
rice,  104  cases  of  codfish,  6  boxes  of  bacon,  208  bags  fiour,  43  barrels  of  beans,  pills, 
drags,  etc..  which  I  received  in  due  time  by  steamship  Niagara. 

As  state<l  in  a  previous  communication,  a  committee  of  30  of  the  best  ladies  of  this 
place  divided  the  city  into  15  districts,  with  two  ladies  to  each  district.  These 
issue  rations  tickets  according  to  the  nnmber  of  needy  persons  in  each  house. 

These  tickets  are  honored  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  gentlemen  and 
myself,  and  a  liberal  week's  rations  are  issued  to  ea(h. 

To  prevent  imposition  we  are  obliged  to  refuse  all  who  do  not  come  with  tickets 
from  the  ladies.  The  first  day,  rations  were  issued  to  379;  second  day,  579;  third 
day,  1,083;  fourth  day,  1,027;  total,  3,068. 

Each  ration  being  for  seven  days,  which  makes  a  total  of  21,482  for  one  day. 

As  near  as  I  can  judge  only  about  one-half  of  the  people  who  need  help  have  yet 
reocnved  their  first  rations,  and  the  codfish  and  beans  will  give  ont  before  we  get 
around  the  first  time. 

Have  given  moderate  quantities  to  the  eleemosynary  institutions  of  the  city,  and 
sent  some  to  the  mining  and  other  towns  near  by. 

We  are  trying  to  make  both  food  and  medicine  do  the  most  good  possible. 

It  takes  six  or  eight  policemen  to  keep  the  crowds  in  order. 

I  am  obliged  to  spend  some  money  for  labor,  cartage,  transportation,  cable  inci- 
dentals, etc. 
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There  are  numeroas  people  badly  raptured  and  in  a  diBtreased  condition.  I  am 
skilled  in  handling  truBses,  but  I  hardly  think  it  adyiaable  to  send  truasea,  as  each 
case  needs  a  stock  to  select  from. 

I  would  not  advise  sending  any  more  medicine  except  quinine  for  the  present. 

Everything  sent  has  been  of  a  superior  quality.  The  Highland  brand  of  con- 
densed cream  and  flour  are  specially  tine. 

The  me«iicineB  have  had  almost  miraculous  effects.  Shonld  you  make  farther 
shipments,  keep  beans,  rice,  and  codfish  in  the  foreground,  but  everything  comes  in 
play. 

Smallpox  has  again  broken  out,  and  I  have  requested  Surgeon- General  Wymanto 
send  to  you  for  me  a  quantity  of  vaccine  virus.  Should  it  come  to  hand  I  will 
thank  you  to  furnish  me  with  a  moderate  Quantity. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  highest  consideration,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 
United  States  Contul. 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  439.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  March  24^  1898, 
Sib: 

Three  sagar  estates  owned  or  managed  by  the  hoase  of  Brooks  & 
Go.  are  making  sugar  on  a  small  scale,  bat  have  little  faith  in  thdr 
ability  to  go  ahead.    These  plantations  are  located  near  Guantanamo. 

Property  holders,  without  distinction  of  nationality,  and  with  few 
exceptions,  strongly  desire  annexation,  having  but  little  hope  of  a 
stable  government  under  either  of  the  contending  forces,  and  they  view 
with  regret  the  indifference,  nay,  repugnance,  of  the  American  people 
to  such  a  union,  and  still  hope  that  a  combination  of  circnmstanoea  will 
yet  bring  it  about  ^  but  such  a  move  would  not  be  popular  among  the 
masses. 

On  Sunday  last  an  election  was  held  in  this  city  to  elect  officers  to 
hold  an  election  on  the  27th  instant.  No  one  seemed  to  know  anything 
about  it  until  it  was  over,  and  the  autonomists  won  the  election.  A 
member  of  that  party  told  me  that  <'we  met  quietly  and  done  our  vot 
ing."  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  people  in  general  intend  to  take 
any  part  in  the  coming  election.  Circulars  are  now  out  urging  the 
people  to  turn  out  and  sustain  the  government,  to  the  end  that  peace 
and  prosperity  may  speedily  come. 
Very  respectfully, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 
United  States  Consul 


)■ 


Mr,  Jova  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  261.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagun  la  OrandCj  November  11, 1897, 

Sib  :  It  may  not  be  improper  that  I  give  the  Department  my  impres- 
sions  of  the  status  of  a^'airs  here  concerniug  the  new  policy  promised 
by  Spain  to  tliis  island. 

By  the  attitude  openly  demonstrated  against  autonomy  from  the  two 
only  existing  parties  that  have  to  decide  its  results,  the  Cuban  se|)a- 
ratists,  including  the  armed  men  in  the  field  and  their  supporters  in  the 
towns,  and  the  Spanish  conservatives,  with  followers  in  Cuba  and  Spain, 
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the  former  refusing  anything  bat  indei)endence,  the  latter  encouraging 
its  members  to  strongly  protest,  not  solely  against  autonomy,  but  even 
"reforms,"  which  they  have  rebuked  as  contrary  to  their  coustitutiony 
[  can  not  help  to  foresee  that  far  from  improving  the  actual  condition 
of  things  it  will  make  it  more  and  more  critical. 

I  have  left  aside  without  consideration  a  new  factor  on  the  political 
arena,  ^'annexation,"  not  being  able  to  calculate  its  magnitude  on 
account  of  the  legal  prohibition  of  that  doctrine  resulting  in  the  secret 
endeavors  of  the  adherents,  but  it  is  well  seen  that  it  is  growing  stronger 
every  day,  principally  among  the  Spaniards.  The  autonomist  part 
to-day  in  this  district  does  not  exist.  In  very  rare  exceptions  one 
partisan  may  be  found  loyal  to  that  platform ;  more  so  now,  in  view  of 
Captain^General  Weyler's  work.    It  may  be  said  that  it  is  only  nominal. 

The  Reformists  have  divided  themselves  so  much  that  its  members 
are  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  other  parties.  They  are  ready  to  adopt 
the  flag  of  the  more  favorable  side,  turning  out  thus  a  very  weak  asso- 
ciation. Spain  has  to  depend  on  these  two  last  nominal  and  feeble 
corporations  for  the  implantation  of  its  new  course  of  action.  Taking 
all  these  facts  into  appreciation,  it  is  hard  to  see  in  what  way  is  Spain 
going  to  establish  this  new  system.  It  will  always  be  a  parasite  with- 
out stable  foundation,  without  basis,  singly  maintained  by  a  very  infirm, 
insignificant  auxiliary. 

In  the  meantime  the  reconcentrados,  the  majority  innocent  beings, 
who  have  had,  and  even  now  have  no  notion  of  the  cause  of  this  revo- 
lution, who  had  no  more  aspiration  than  to  till  their  little  farms,  con- 
[jnae  perishing.  It  is  difficult,  it  may  be  said  almost  impossible,  to  be 
ible  to  describe  the  extension  and  intensity  of  such  tremendous  suffer- 
Dg,  of  such  iniquitous,  unjust,  and  sinful  imposition,  to  annihilate  thou- 
sands of  women  and  children.  If  this  Godless  combination  should  be 
iGcnrately  represented  it  would  seem  an  exaggeration  induced  by  stirred 
Tellow-feeling.  With  sensibility  in  the  heart  moving  among  them,  the 
inceasing  crowd  of  famished  beggars,  one  can  scarcely  do  more  than 
commiserate  the  undeserved  misfortune.  To  express,  to  delineate  the 
ifSictions>  the  anguishes  witnessed  at  every  step,  would  require  much 
to  write,  and  no  lavish  of  colors  could  approach  the  reality  to  fiction. 
S'o  history  in  the  world,  ancient  or  modem,  can  be  compared  an  instant 
to  this  frightful,  dreadful  suffering.  Perhaps  civilization  has  not  seen 
the  like  of  it. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  state  that,  in  my  humble 
[ndgment,  the  efforts  toward  the  enforcement  of  reforms  or  autonomy 
will  prove  altogether  futile;  and,  of  course,  in  consequence  of  this  fail- 
ure the  few  reconcentrados  that  have  survived  will  not  be  allowed  to  go 
freely  to  their  devastated  farms,  prolonging  thus  this  unbearable 
situation. 

I  have,  etc, 

John  F.  Jova, 

Vice-GonsuL 


Mr,  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 
1^0.  264.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagtta  la  Orande,  November  20, 1897, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following:  While  General 
Blanco  has  made  known  his  purpose  to  relieve  the  concentrated  people, 
by  allowing  them  to  go  out  of  the  towns,  it  may  not  be  improper  that 
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I  give  the  Department  reasons  why  this  permission  wUl  not  give  tbe 
relief  claimed  by  the  authorities. 

While  Article  I  grants  permission  to  this  starving  class  to  return  to 
the  country,  Article  III  abrogates  this  very  article  in  exacting  that  to* 
avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  the  places  to  which  they  go  must  be 
garrisoned.  .  This  condition  alone  will  preclude  over  one-half  of  these 
poor  unfortunates,  for  their  homes  are  in  ruin,  and  the  sugar  estates  able 
to  maintain  a  guard  can  care  for  but  a  small  percentage  of  the  whole^ 

The  guerrillas  have  already  started  their  merciless  warfare,  having 
within  the  past  week  killed  two  ^^presentados"  who  had  in  good  faith 
surrendered  and  gone  to  work  on  the  American-owned  estate  "  Victoria,^ 
repeating  the  act  upon  three  insurgents  who  had  surrendered  to  tbe 
local  guerrillas  of  Sagua. 

1  will  not  question  the  good  intention  of  those  now  in  x>ower;  yet  it 

is  a  self-evident  fact  that  the  authorities  are  utterly  helpless  to  extend 

any  relief  to  those  who  have  thus  far  survived. the  pangs  of  hunger. 

Without  instant  pecuniary  assistance    *    *    *    all  eflPorts  to  relieve 

the  starving  populace  must  fall  stillborn.    So  far  as  relates  to  this 

section  of  the  Island,  the  claim  made  by  the  Captain-General  through  a 

published  letter  to  the  Spanish  minister  in  Washington  that  "extensiTe 

zones  of  cultivation  have  been  organized,  daily  rations  are  provided 

by  the  State,  work  is  furnished,''  etc.,  is  not  borne  out  by  my  observation. 
•  •  •  *  ft  #  ft 

As  to  grinding  the  present  crop,  1  have  interviewed  most  of  the  largest 
planters  in  this  consular  district,  who  stated  that  unless  assured  of 
immunity  from  the  insurgent  chief— Gomez — they  would  not  jeopardize 
their  property  by  attempting  to  grind. 

It  is  an  unquestioned  fact  that  the  military  are  powerless  to  give  this 
necessary  protection. 

1  am,  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul 


Mr,  Barker  to  Mr,  Day. 

iS'o.  266.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Grande,  November  25, 1897, 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  tbe  distress  and  deaths  in  this  island,  1  beg 
to  submit  the  following  relative  to  this — Santa  Clara — ^ijrovince. 

As  has  been  my  custom  for  the  past  five  months,  I  have  just  made 
the  monthly  trip  of  investigation  in  this  consular  district,  embraeiDg 
a  large  part  of  the  territory  of  the  province.  Appended  is  the  oflBcial 
mortality  list  of  each  of  the  judicial  districts  comprising  the  province 
*  known  as  "  Ciuco  Villas  "  (five  towns)  from  January  1  to  November  15, 
1897,  inclusive,  viz  : 

Santa  Clara 27,900 

Sagua 16,583 

Cienfueffos 14,  263 

RemedioB 11,415  |  Total 80,689 

Add  to  this  25  per  cent  for  the  number  of  which  no  record  has  been 
kept.  •  *  •  I  deem  a  conservative  estimate  would  make  the  grand 
total  100,736  deaths. 

In  truth,  after  talking  with  both  military  and  judicial  officers,  1  regard 
this  rather  under  than  above  the  actual  deaths  for  the  period  stated. 


Sancti  Espiritns 5.4A' 

Trinidad 4,946 
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Ejndonbtedly  one-half  the  concentrated  people  have  died;  and  today 
Spanish  soldiers  are  companion  victims  to  the  surviving  noncombatants. 

The  inclosed  slip  (inclosnre  No.  1),  showing  the  number  of  deaths, 
official,  in  the  small  municipal  district  of  San  Juan  de  la  Yeras,  will 
a^ve  some  idea  of  the  rapid  increase  from  month  to  month,  as  will  also 
:he  clippings  (inclosure  Ko.  2),  cnt  from  the  local  papers,  show  that  the 
iuthorities  no  longer  conceal  these  facts,  as  was  done  under  the  retired 
Daptain-General.  This  appalling  death  roll  is  mute,  yet  convincing, 
>roof  of  the  terrible  destruction  of  life  under  the  main  policy  pursued  in 
attempting  to  subjugate  the  island.  The  heavens,  it  would  appear,  weep 
*or  desx>oiied,  distressed  Cuba,  for  during  the  present  mouth  the  fall 
>f  rain  has  been  almost  phenomenal.  I  have  to  reiterate,  the  authori- 
ses, however  great  the  desire  to  do  so,  are  utterly  helpless  to  ameliorate 
:he  dire  distress  that  must  continue  to  increase.    •    •    • 

Relative  to  furnishing  protection  to  the  mills  to  grind,  how  is  it  possi- 
>le  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  safeguard  extended  planters  in  making 
;he  previous  crop  enabled  them  to  gHnd  less  than  one  third  of  the 
isual  yield,  while  the  military  force  available  to-day  is  not  half  in 
jumbers  as  at  that  time. 

With  me  the  conviction  is  firmly  rooted  that  within  sixty  days  9Cl 
)er  cent  of  the  populace  will  reach  a  state  of  craving  hunger,  without 
>atside  aid,  nor  do  I  feel  that  I  am  speaking  chimerically  when  I 
.nclude  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Spanish  army. 

The  true  status,  as  viewed  at  present,  will  bear  out  this  opinion.    The 
luffering  among  the  troops,  as  well  as  the  reconcentrados,  simply  beg- 
2^ars  portrayal,  while  discontent  ripens  daily. 
I  am,  etc., 

VValteb  B.  Babkeb, 

Cmisul, 


[Incloeure  1  iu  No.  266.] 

Sumher  of  deaths  each  month  from  January  I  to  November  15,  1897,  in  the  municipal  dis- 
trict of  San  Juan  de  las  Lleras. 

[Reported  officially.] 
January 17  !|  August 366 


^'ebruai'v 18 

March 17 

^pril  55 

May 117 

rune 265 

iuly 343 


September 377 

October 417 

November— to  15th 275 


Total 2,267 


[Enclosure  2  in  No.  266.— Translation.] 

Various  Nkws. 

During  the  month  of  October  last  886  deaths  occurred  in  Santa  Clara. 
There  were  44  bii-ths  only. 

HOKROK. 

Kl  Universo.  a  daily  constitutional  paper,  which  is  published  iu  Santa  Clara,  sa^'s: 

In  the  month  of  October  last  886  persons  died  at  Santa  Clara. 

This  is  the  natural  consequence  of  one  of  the  many  humauitary  proceedings  of 

liVeyler — the  "concentration"  without  food.    And  this  is  said  by  El  Universo,  the 

Cnion  constitutional  daily  paper,  etc.,  etc.    Horror  ! 
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Mr,  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  270.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sa^ua  la  Grande^  December  13, 1897, 

Sib  :  ConMent  of  the  desire  of  the  Department  to  keep  in  touch  with 
affairs  under  the  new  regime,  1  beg  to  submit  the  following: 

In  order  either  to  qualify  or  confirm  my  No.  264,  of  the  20th  instant, 
wherein  I  stated  the  claim  made  by  the  authorities  that  the  people  were 
cultivating  the  soil,  rations  issued  daily  to  the  needy,  and  protection 
given  to  the  mills  so  as  to  grind  the  present  crop  was  not  in  accordance 
with  my  observations,  I  have  within  the  past  few  days  visited  five  of 
the  principal  railroad  towns  in  this  consular  district — ^viz,  Santa  Clara, 
Cruces,  Esperanza,  Jicotea,  and  Santo  Domingo.  The  destitution  is 
simply  too  harrowing  to  recite  and  must  become  intensified  each  day. 
The  death  rate  for  last  month  shows  an  increase  of  about  25  per  cent. 
In  these  towns  I  got  my  information  from  the  mayors  of  each.  From 
them  I  learned  that  while  an  iseme  of  food,  running  from  three  to  five 
days,  had  been  made,  beginning  on  the  28th  ultimo,  consisting  of  3 
ounces  bacon  or  jerked  beef  and  6  ounces  rice  for  adults,  with  half 
this  allowance  for  children  under  14  years,  the  pittance  given  was 
sufficient  only  for  one-fourth  to  one  tenth  of  the  starving.  No  fiir- 
ther  relief  has  been  given  up  to  date.  On  the  contrary,  the  mayors  of 
Santa  Clara,  Cruces,  and  Santo  Domingo  are  authority  for  stating  the 
Captain-General  had  ordered  that  after  the  8th  instant  any  issue  of  food 
to  the  ^^concentrados"  be  discontinued.  I  inclose  herewith  a  clipping 
from  a  local  paper  of  Santa  Clara  confirming  this.  I  have  also  read  it 
in  more  than  one  other  Spanish  journal. 

The  mayor  of  Santa  Clara  stated  to  me  that  the  Captain-General  a 
week  since  directed  him  to  call  on  the  commissary  of  the  army  for  5,000 
rations  for  relief  purposes,  which  he  said  was  sufficient  to  feed  the  suf 
fering  people  but  for  one  day.  This  officer's  answer  was  he  could  not 
do  so,  as  all  Government  supplies  on  hand  would  be  required  to  feed 
the  army.  The  mayor  stated,  also,  that  in  presenting  this  order  to  the 
military  commander  he  was  ordered  by  him  under  no  circumstances  to 
give  food  to  anyone  having  relatives  in  the  insurrection,  which  he 
informed  me  would  exclude  75  per  cent  of  the  destitute.  1  know  that 
in  Sagua  and  other  points  orders  for  food  have  been  given  on  the  com- 
missary departments  of  the  army,  but  invariably  refused,  as  being 
needed  for  the  soldiers.  I  reiterate,  however  sincere  be  the  authorities 
to  provide  for  the  large  number  of  "concentrados^'  who  dare  not  return 
to  the  country,  the  fact  that  they  are  utterly  powerless  to  do  so  can  not 
be  disguised. 

All  efforts  so  far  to  obtain  relief  by  popular  subscription  have  luet 
with  signal  failure.  The  Cubans  are  too  poverty-stricken,  while  the 
Spaniards,  who  own  the  wealth,  will  contribute  nothing. 

In  my  recent  trip  I  found  that  the  Spanish  soldiers  are  not  only  suf- 
fering for  necessary  food,  but  I  was  often  appealed  to  by  these  pitiable 
creatures  for  medicine.  One  has  only  to  look  upon  them  to  be  assured 
of  the  needs  complained  of. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  known  to  me  from  personal  investiga- 
tion, I  desire  to  renew  the  suggestion  made  to  the  Department  in  a 
previous  dispatch,  that  the  dire  destitution  and  distress  of  •  •  * 
the  people  *  *  *  appeals  for  immediate  assistance  to  a  charitable. 
Christian  people,  with  which  I  sincerely  hope  the  Department  may  not 
deem  ill-advised  to  acquaint  the  people  of  the  CTnited  States,  when  such 
a  response  will  be  made  as  will  bring  succor  to  a  starving  populace. 
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It  is  proper  that  I  inform  the  Department  that,  added  to  the  universal 
<]estitation,  the  guerrillas  continue  to  attack  and  kill  the  noncombatauts. 
*    ♦     •    As  stated,  the  guerrilla  chiefs  Carreras,  Olavarieta,  and  Lazo 
are,  if  possible,  more  active  in  their  cruel  warfare  on  "  pacificos.^ 
I  am,  etc., 

Walter  B.  Barker, 
*  Consul. 


.    [Inclwnre  1  in  No.  270.— TraosUtion.— From  La  Patria,  December  4,  1897,  of  Santa  Clara.} 

ENDING  OF  RATIONS. 

An  order  has  been  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Captain-General  directing 
that  from  the  8th  instant  the  issue  of  rations  to  reconcentrados  will  be  discontinued. 


[Incloaure  2  in  No.  270.— From  Diario  de  la  Marina,  December  1.%  1897.] 

Kewt  from  the  inturrection  by  our  tpeciAl  reporters. 

[From  Manzanillo,  December  9.] 

General  Pando,  from  what  may  be  gleaned  by  his  first  steps  in  the  district,  intends 
^  begin  an  active  campaign. 

The  task  that  this  worthy  general  undertakes  is  very  hard,  as  he  finds  himself  in 
3  part  of  the  country'  where  durin<r  two  years  they  have  done  nothing  but  protect 
supply  trains,  giving  the  enemy  time  to  perfectly  organize  themselves,  a  condition 
^hey  possess,  get  together  ammunition,  and  establish  great  plantations,  where  they 
"want  nothing. 

Bear  in  mind  that  in  saying  this  I  do  not  try  to  blame  the  action  of  various 
diviMou  generals  who  have  worxed;  enough  haVe  they  achieved  to  hold  on,  without 
xneana  of  any  kind  and  with  forces  devoured  almost  entirely  by  exhaustion  and 
feebleness. 

Another  of  the  great  obstacles  that  the  general  will  find  opposed  is  the  absence 
«f  strategical  places  for  provisioning  the  troops,  because  Yara,  Zazzal,  Cuentas, 
daras,  and  others  eqnally  necessary  now  were  destroyed. 

Be  it  known  that  the  destruction  of  these  towns  was  efiected  by  order  of  General 
'Weyler. 

[Translation.] 

Santiago  dk  Cuba,  December  8. 

Grinding. — The  sugar  estates  Union  and  Santa  Clara,  the  only  ones  that  can  work 
^bia  crop,  do  not  show  yet  any  indications  that  they  sliall  prepare  for  work.  Both 
^re  deprived  of  oxen,  it  being  very  difficult  to  acquire  them  now  in  this  neighbor- 
liood. 

Meat. — Yesterday  this  eatable  was  selling  at  50  cents  silver  per  pound — a  short  one. 

Aureuo. 


Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

IKo.  271.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Ghrande^  December  15j  1897. 

SiB:  Thinking  it  may  interest  tbe  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  clippings  from  a  leading  Spanish  journal  published 
in  Havana,  •  •  ♦  calling  attention  to  the  inability  of  the  mills 
to  grind  in  the  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  which  is  one  of  the 
obstacles  to  grinding  in  this  (Santa  Clara)  province,  were  the  planters 
^ble  to  pay  tribute  required  by  the  insurgents. 

The  grinding  season  being  at  hand  without  preparations  having  been 
:^nade  dissipates  all  hope  of  a  beginning. 

H.  Doc.  406 4 
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Not  to  grind  the  present  crop,  small  as  it  must  be,  will  bring  distress 
fJEur  greater  than  can  be  imagined. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

ConsuL 


[Confidential.] 

Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Qrande^  December  28 j  1897, 

Sir:  I  ask,  very  respectfully,  to  submit  the  following  for  your  <k)ii- 
sideration : 

Since  the  advent  of  the  new  government  in  this  island  1  have 
endeavored  to  keep  the  Department  informed  of  its  workings  in  this 
consular  district,  and  province  as  well. 

Thus  far  every  material  fact  reported  has  been  verified.  The  suf- 
fering and  destitution  among  the  ccmcentrados  •  •  •  is  fearful, 
and  must  continue  to  grow  worse. 

How  could  the  situation  be  otherwise,  since  the  island  is  prodaciug 
absolutely  nothing,  save  some  growing  cane,  and  at  the  same  time 
completely  exhausted  of  all  food.  Relief  alone  can  be  obtained  from 
the  outer  world  in  the  way  of  charitable  contributions. 

This — Santa  Clara — province  is  capable  this  season  of  prodacing, 
perhaps,  two-thirds  of  whatever  cane  might  be  made  in  the  entire 
island. 

To  grind  this  cane  without  interruption  would  be  the  means  of  sa?- 
ing  the  lives  of  thousands  who;  without  this  or  outside  aid  within  the 
next  thirty  to  fifty  days,  must  die  of  actual  hunger.  Over  a  month 
since  the  planters  were  oflicially  advised  of  Spain's  inability  to  provide 
protection  in  order  to  operate  their  mills.  This  leaves  the  sugar  grow- 
ers entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Cubans  in  revolt,  as  to  whether  they 
will  be  allowed  to  grind  without  hindrance  or  fear  of  total  destmction 
of  their  property.  I  know  that  strict  orders  have  been  given  to  sub- 
ordinate commanders  under  no  circumstances  must  mills  be  permitted 
to  grind,  under  penalty  of  violation  of  the  order  destruction  of  property. 
•  •••••• 

Without  contributions  of  food  and  mediciuQ  from  the  outer  world,  and 
at  once,  a  sacrifice  of  lives  will  ensue,  the  resi>onsibility  for  which  no 
Christian  people  can  face. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

Con^. 


Mr,  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  273.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Grande^  January  8, 1898, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  conformation,  copy  of 
my  telegram  of  even  date  sent  the  Department  through  our  honorable 
consul-general  at  Havana,  giving  number  of  paupers  in  this  consuhtf 
district  and  province. 

Prompt  relief  in  the  way  of  medicines  as  well  as  food  will  save  many 
lives  of  this  unfortunate  class.  While  clothing,  as  stated,  is  needful, 
food  and  medicines  are  essential  to  save  life. 
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Voluntary  letters  just  received  from  the  mayors  of  four  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  of  this  immediate  zone  show  not  only  the  necessity  for 
instant  succor,  but  evince  an  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  these  recently 
installed  officials  to  render  aid  in  distributing  whatever  relief  the  chari- 
table people  of  the  United  States  may  send  this  suffering  people,  not 
forgetting,  as  I  shall  not,  the  many  Spanish  soldiers  whose  every 
appearance  is  indicative  of  destitution. 

This  consular  district — due  to  the  fact  that  nearly  thirty  towns  are 
embraced  in  it — will  require  more  or  less  expenditure  of  money  in  lieu 
of  food;  yet  I  am  assured  of  gratuitous  transportation  for  supplies  by 
the  Sagua  Bailroad. 

Within  a  few  days  I  hope  to  have  an  official  list  from  the  mayors  of 
the  number  of  destitute  in  their  respective  municipal  districts  to  for- 
ward to  the  Department. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul, 


[Iiicloanre  1  in  No.  273.— Telej^ram.] 
Mr.  Barker  io  Mr,  Day, 

Sagua,  December  8, 1897» 

States  tbat  food,  medicine,  aud  clothing  are  required  by  more  than  50,000  persons 
in  bis  consular  district,  and  that  a  reliable  estimate  of  the  number  of  starving  in 
the  Sagua  province  is  100,000.  Advises  the  immediate  need  of  relief  by  supplies 
through  Consul -General  Lee  at  Havana,  or  directly  by  the  Mnnson  Line.  Says  that 
some  money  will  be  needed,  and  that  municipal  authorities  will  aid  in  distributing 
supplies  sent. 

Barker,  Consul. 


[Inolosure  2  in  Xo.  27a.] 
Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Lee, 

Sagua,  December  8,  2897. 

Dbar  Sir:  I  hand  you  herewith  a  telegram  which  I  beg  you  will  send  from  your 
office — by  cable— in  cipher  if  you  deem  best. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  situation  demands  immediate  action  and  relief. 
I  do  not  transmit  this  message  for  the  reason  1  have  no  cipher  ''code.''    A  copy  of 
this  telegram,  with  reasons  for  sending  yon  to  be  transmitted,  will  follow  in  a 
dispatch  to  the  Department. 

Yours,  truly,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul. 
Note. — Should  the  Department  not  regard  it  ill-advised,  and  will  telegraph  me 
anthority  to  so  act,  I  can,  by  wiring  message  to  personal  friends  in  New  Orleans, 
Mobile,  Memphis,  Chattanooga,  Atlanta,  and  Charleston,  obtain  needed  contribn- 
tious  much  more  promptly. 

Barker,  Consul, 


Mr.  Barker  to  Judge  Day. 

No.  278.J  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagtia  la  Orande,  January  15, 1898, 

Sir:  I  beg  to  submit  the  following:  In  this  consalar  district  a  reign 
of  terror  and  anarchy  prevail  which  the  authorities,  be  they  so  disposed, 
are  utterly  powerless  to  control  or  in  any  measure  subdue. 

Aside  from  the  suifering  and  desperation  caused  by  the  unparalleled 
destitution,  I  regard  the  situation  as  rapidly  assuming  a  critical  stage; 
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and  to  add  that,  as  stated  repeatedly  heretofore,  in  no  way  have  the 
aathorities  departed,  in  fact,  from  the  policy  parsaed  by  the  late  (but 
not  lamented)  General  Weyler.  Spanish  troops  as  well  as  the  guerril- 
las, under  the  cruel  cbiefs  Carreras,  Olavarrieta,  and  Lazo,  continue  to 
despoil  tbe  country  and  drench  it  with  the  blood  of  noncombatant8. 
Although  the  "bando"  of  the  Captain-General  provides  that  laborers 
may  return  to  estates  having  a  garrison,  last  week  a  number  belonging 
•on  the  ^^  Sta  Ana,"  located  within  a  leagae  of  Sagua,  and  owned  by  Mr. 
George  Thomdike,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  were  driven  off  after  returning, 
and  refused  permit  as  a  protection  by  the  military  commander.  Mayor 
Lomo,  one  of  the  trusted  officers  under  the  Weyler  regime. 
I  am,  etc., 

Walter  B.  Barker. 


Mr.  Barker  to  Judge  Day. 

[CoDfldeotial.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States,  » 
Sagua  la  Grande^  January  10^  1898. 

Sir:  Pardon  tlie  presumption,  if  presumption  it  be,  in  me  in  offeriDg 
the  following  suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  the  Department: 

When  Spain  will  admit  defeat  no  mortal,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
dare  predict.  That  her  plan  of  settlement — autonomy — is  a  failure,  and 
with  this  failure  passes  from  under  lier  dominion  the  island,  is  not  to 
be  questioned. 

Pending  this  adniission  on  her  part,  thousands  of  human  beings, 
guiltless  of  bringing  on  or  having  any  part  in  the  insurrection,  are 
dying  for  want  of  sustenance.    This  condition  must  continue  to  increase. 

The  United  States  in  taking  action  relative  to  Cuba — which  seems 
inevitable — desires  to  avoid  a  clash  with  Spain.  Then  let  Congress 
alter  our  citizenship  laws  by  amending  the  statute  relative  to  the  declar- 
ation required  of  x)erson8  becoming  citizens  by  naturalization  so  that 
the  subject  or  citizens  of  any  government  at  present  residing  in  Cuba 
D^^y  go  before  any  United  States  consul  in  that  island  and  make  declar- 
ation of  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  entitle  them  to  recognition  as  citizens  until  the  expiration  of  two 
years,  when  they  shall  be  required  to  reside  in  the  United  States  until 
five  years  shall  have  elapsed  before  being  granted  naturalization  papers. 

With  such  a  privilege,  I  am  confident  90  per  cent  of  the  resident 
Spaniards — the  hitherto  dominant  party  and  taxpayers — will  avail 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  (as  they  would  have  it)  of  rebuking  the 
mother  country  for  attempting  to  foist  upon  them  any  changes  in  the 
existing  laws  of  the  island.  Such  a  step  would  cause  the  home  subjects 
as  well  as  the  Government  to  acquiesce,  without  disturbance,  in  tbe 
loss  of  the  island.  To  this,  if  none  other,  there  may  be  constitutional 
objections. 

Again,  assuming  that  Spain  may  now  accept  the  ''good  offices" of 
the  United  States  with  a  view  to  negotiating  a  peace  with  her  rebellious 
subjects,  let  an  armistice  for  sixty  days  be  suggested,  in  which  time 
terms  of  settlement  to  be  discussed  between  the  authorities  and  the 
insurgents,  the  United  States  being  the  umpire. 

Pending  negotiations,  all  Spanish  troops  to  be  quartered  and  held  in 
the  larger  fortified  coast  towns,  in  order  that  the  "concentrados"  may 
return  to  the  country  to  arrange  to  subsist  themselves;  for,  be  it  under- 
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stood,  that  the  proposed  relief  to  be  sent  from  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  Government  aid  now  being  given  our  citizens,  must  be  continued 
or  leave  the  people  to  starve,  so  long  as  there  is  an  armed  Spanish 
soldier  in  the  country,  since  these  people,  for  fear  of  being  murdered, 
dare  not  go  to  their  country  homes. 
I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

Walter  B.  Barker, 

ConsuL 


Mr.  Barlcer  to  Mr.  Bay. 

No.  284.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Grande,  January  27, 1898. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  inform  the  Department  that  smallpox,  referred  to  in 
my  No.  279  of  the  18th  instant,  has  increased  to  an  alarming  extent. 
The  number  of  cases  and  mortality  among  the  "reconcen trades"  is 
unprecedented  throughout  this  consular  district. 
I  am,  etc., 

Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul. 


Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  286.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Grande,  January  31,  1898. 

Sir:  Relative  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  this  con- 
sular district,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  to  the  Department,  after  three 
months,  the  new  administration's  progress  and  repudiation  concerning 
the  abuses  in  vogue  under  the  former  regime  reveal  the  following  facts: 

Of  those  herded  in  the  garrisoned  towns,  none  have  been  allowed  to 
return  to  their  landed  estates,  ^ome  few  who  did  venture  to  go  to  their 
farms  under  a  pledge  of  protection  from  the  military  commander  of  the 
province — to  whom  I  will  not  impute  btul  faith — were  driven  off  by 
guerrillas.  ♦  ♦  •  At  my  suggestion  several  families  returned  to  the 
American  owned  "Central  Santa  Anna,"  the  owner  having  been  forced 
to  abandon  the  prt)perty  in  order  to  prevent  further  spoliation  of  the 
mill  machinery.  Although  a  Government  guard  is  stationed  on  the 
place,  they  (former  tenants)  were  ordered  to  leave. 

Application  was  made  to  the  military  commander  ♦  •  •  for 
authority  to  return  unmolested,  which  was  refused. 

Over  two  months  since,  two  of  our  citizens  notified  me  they  had  dis- 
covered in  possession  of  the  local  guerrillas  ten  or  twelve  head  of  their 
horses,  seized  by  said  guerrillas.  I  addressed  the  military  commander 
of  Sagua,  •  *  •  asking,  upon  proof  of  ownership,  their  stock  to 
be  restored.  Nothing  has  been  done;  while  these  American  citizens — 
both  in  affluence  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion — are  to-day  depend- 
ent on  charity. 

One  sugar  mill  is  running,  not  without  interrux)tion,  with  chances  of 
making  one-fourth  of  a  crop.  Another— just  started  up — was  attacked 
yesterday  by  a  band  of  insurgents,  killing  14  and  wounding  5  of  the 
guerrillas  paid  by  the  estate  to  protect  the  operatives.  Seven  laborers 
were  killed,  the  insurgents  leaving  two  of  their  dead. 

An  adjoining  estate,  the  property  of  the  British  consul,  was  also 
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attacked,  the  growing  cane  burned.  This  preclades  further  attempts 
to  grind,  as  men  can  not  be  induced  to  work  while  the  insurgents  roam 
at  will  over  the  country. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul 


Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  288.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

SOrgua  la  Grande,  February  17, 1893. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  submit  the  following: 

It  is  proper  that  I  inform  the  Department  that  the  ravage  of  small- 
pox has  reached  a  point  where  the  physicians,  few  in  number,  withoat 
proper  means  of  treating,  as  well  as  no  nurses,  can  not  cope  with  it.  I 
have  cabled  our  dispatch  agent  in  New  York  for  an  additional  supply 
of  virus. 

I  was  informed  by  the  mayor  of  this  city  only  yesterday  that  he  was 
just  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the  government  of  the  province 
stating  no  funds  to  feed  the  starving  were  obtainable.  In  reply  to  my 
query  why  he  did  not  send  a  number  of  them  to  the  country,  be  stated 
that  the  military  commander  refused  to  grant  this  permission. 
I  am,  etc., 

Walter  B.  Barker, 

ConsvL 


Mr,  Barker  to  Mr,  Day, 

iNo.  294.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Grande,  March  12^  1898. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  distribution  to  and  requirement  for  the 
concentrados  in  my  consular  district,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  for 
the  information  of  the  Department: 

From  the  15th  of  last  month,  through  cash  donations  made  to  tbis 
consulate,  direct,  through  personal  appeal,  I  cared  for  1,200  persons. 
By  the  1st  instant  these  contributions  increased  so  as  to  enable  the 
<K)mmittee  to  increase  the  relief  list  to  2,000.  This  has  been  maintaiued 
until  now;  but  as  the  Fern,  with  35  tons,  should  arrive  tomorrow,  the 
Sagua  relief  can  be  continued. 

About  a  week  since  I  received  the  first  shipment  of  supplies,  abont 
twenty  tons  being  sent  from  Havana  under  direction  of  the  Bed  Cross 
branch  in  that  city.  All  this  I  distributed  among  ten  of  the  twenty- 
two  towns  I  had  managed  to  investigate,  using  none  for  S^g^oft; 
there  being  five  others  not  yet  looked  into  out  of  the  twenty-seven 
cities  and  towns  in  my  zone.  I  believe  that  with  the  assistance  of  a 
very  able  local  committee,  that  I  have  this  relief  reduced  to  a  kind  of 
fiystem  so  as  to  avoid  as  little  abuse  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time 
care  for  the  most  deserving. 

For  instance,  about  sixty  days  ago,  the  mayors  of  these  towns  fiir- 
nished,  by  request,  this  office  with  the  number  they  claimed  as  actually 
destitute  in  their  several  municipal  districts,  which  footed  up  over 
50,000  persons.  Estimating  a  decrease  from  death  of  10,000,  would 
leave,  say  40,000. 
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^  From  the  investigation  so  far  made,  I  estimate  if  provision  can  be 
made  to  care  for  25.000,  whatever  may  be  left  will  manage  to  survive. 

Upon  this  estimate  I  beg  to  say  that  tP  keep  this  number  alive  will 
require  80  tons  per  month. 

With  the  supplies  reported  in  transit  we  can  carry  them  through 
until  the  12th  of  the  coming  month  (April). 

While,  as  stated  in  a  very  recent  dispatch  to  tbe  Department,  the 
military  have  thrown  every  conceivable  obstacle  in  the  way  of  carrying 
out  this  humane  work,  I  have,  when  convinced  of  their  sincerity,  acted 
in  conjunction  with  the  civil  authorities. 

Of  the  5,000  utterly  destitute  in  this  city,  the  mayor,  by  popular 
subscription,  has  made  an  effort  to  issue  a  scant  ration  of  rice  and 
beans  to  about  one-third  of  this  number.  Yesterday  he  called  tb  say 
that  he  had  a  telegram  from  the  acting  Spanish  minister  in  Washing- 
ton, suggesting  that  he  offer  to  aid  me  in  the  distribution  of  the  sup- 
plies being  sent  from  the  United  States;  that  he  had  no  funds  with 
which  to  do  anything. 

Being  a  good  active  man,  I  gladly  accepted  the  offer  of  his  services. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  say  to  the  Department  that  Senor  Leonardo 
Ghia,  ^^administrador"  of  the  Sagua,  as  also  the  '^administradores"  of 
the  Santa  Clara  and  Cienfuegos  railroads,  have  not  only  transported 
free  the  supplies  for  the  reconcentrados,  but  have  used  extra  effort  to 
have  them  reach  destination  in  due  time. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul, 


Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  295.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Grande^  March  14^  1898. 

SiB:  The  inclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Yalle,*  of  Sancti  Espiritus,  whom 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  not  misrepresent  the  case,  together 
with  the  fact  that  in  other  places  I  find  I  have  underestimated  the 
number  in  my  jurisdiction  in  need  of  relief.  It  is  therefore  that  I  beg 
to  increase  the  amount  required,  as  stated  in  my  No.  294,  of  the  12th 
instant,  from  80  to  100  tons  per  month. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 


[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

Sagua  la  Grande,  March  24^  1898. 
Day,  Washington: 

Closer  investigation  disclose  larger  number  destitute  than  estimates 
sent.  Fifty  tons  needful  now.  Distress  far  greater  than  my  reports 
show. 

Babkeb,  Consul, 

*  Letter  referred  to  implores  medicines  and  provisions. 
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Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  297.]  CON§ULiLTE  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES, 

Sagua  La  Grande^  March  x?i,  1S9S.    (Keceived  March  30.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  since  forwarding  my  No.  294  of  the 
12th  instant,  wherein  I  gave  the  Department  approximately  the  amomit 
of  food  required  for  my  zone  per  month,  I  find  many  outlying — interior- 
villages,  of  which  I  had  no  account,  neglected  and  in  great  want.  To 
this  very  class,  located  in  the  interior  townt*,  I  have  given  special  atten- 
tion, but  it  has  been  impossible  to  care  for  all  immediately.  For  instance, 
the  relief  committee  to  whom  supplies  were  sent  in  Santa  Clara,  seat  of 
government  of  the  province,  inform  me  to-day  that  in  a  small  town 
near  there  are  300  persons  in  pressing  need.  To-day  I  wired  Mr.  Louis 
Klopsch,  of  the  Christian  Herald  and  Central  Cuban  Kelief  Committee, 
who  is  now  in  Havana,  that  20  tons  additional  required  till  1st  proximo, 
and  to  know  if  he-could  supply  this.  As  yet  no  reply  has  been  received. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  these  poor  creatures  being  actually  ill,  other 
medicine  than  quinine  is  required,  as  also  medicinal  wines  and  nonrish- 
ing  food  for  them. 

I  beg  to  inclose  herewith  a  list  of  towns  to  which  I  have  and  am  send- 
ing supplies.    There  are  perhaps  six  to  eight  more  requiring  relief. 

In  this,  Sagua  la  Grande,  the  number  on  the  relief  list  exceeds  4,000. 
The  authorities  have  given  up,  turning  over  to  my  committee  their 
"kitchen,"  which  is  being  run  by  them,  as  is  also  the  "dispensary''  for 
sick  children. 

The  committee  inform  me  since  beginning  the  relief  the  death  rate 
has  fallen  from  26  to  30  as  low  as  4  to  7  per  day. 

*****  •  • 

T  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul 


4  [IncloDiire  Xo.  297.] 

List  of  cities  and  towns  being  supplied  from  the  consul  at  Sagua  la  Grande. 

Sagua  la  Grande.  Sitiecito.  8aiito. 

Santa  Clara.  Kodrigo.  Camajuani. 

Santi  Spiritns.  Kanclio  Veloz.  Caibarien. 

San  Juan  de  los  Remedies.    Carahatas.  Yagiiajay. 

Esperauza.  Viieltas.  Seibabo. 

Cnices.  Vega  Alta.  Qiiem;ido  de  Guinea. 

8auto  Domingo.  Vega  de  Palma.  Caguagnas. 

Encrucijada.  Mata.  Ysabela. 

Calabazar.  Qninta.  Victoria. 

Cifuentes.  Viana.  San  Diego  del  Valle. 

Sitio  Grande.  Jicotea.  Lajas. 


Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  299.]  Consulate  of  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Grande,  March  24, 1898. 
Sir:  I  visited  seat  of  government  of  this  province,  Sant>a  Clara, 
where  I  learned,  not  alone  from  trustworthy  persons  sent  out  by  me  for 
the  purpose,  but  also  the  civil  governor,  that  the  number  of  persons  in 
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actual  want  exceeds  auy  estimate  I  have  sent  the  Department.  The 
distress  is  simply  heartrending.  Whole  families  without  clothing  to 
hide  nakedness,  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground,  without  bedding  of  any 
kind,  without  food,  save  to  such  as  we  have  been  able  to  reach  w^ith 
provisions  sent  by  our  noble  people;  and  the  most  distressing  feature 
is  that  fully  50  per  cent  are  ill,  without  medical  attention  or  medicine. 

If  $5,000  could  be  telegraphed  to  our  honorable  consul  general  at 
Havana,  blankets,  cots,  and  medicine  could  be  purchased  here  in  the 
several  towns  adjacent,  and  save  thousands  who  must  die  if  to  await 
their  being  sent  from  the  United  States.  I  have  found  the  civil  gov- 
ernor willing  to  lend  every  aid  in  his  power;  but  he  admits  he  can  do 
nothing  but  assist  with  his  civil  officers  in  expediting  relief  sent  by  the 
United  States.    The  military  obstruct  in  every  way  possible. 

•  •  *  The  Department  will  bear  in  mind  the  towns  I  am  trying  to 
reach  with  relief  will  number  over  forty. 

I  ail),  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul. 


[Gazette  of  Madrid,  Friday,  November  26,  1897.] 

Official. — Pkeside>'cy  of  the  Counxil  of  Ministers. 

statement. 

Madam:  At  the  time  when  an  autonomic  oonstitntion  is  given  to  the  islands  of 
Cnba  and  Porto  Kico,  which  intrusts  to  their  own  initiative  the  management  and  gov- 
ernment of  their  local  interests,  it  is  of  paramount  importance  to  strengthen 
constitutional  unity,  as  the  staunohest  hixsis  on  which  the  integrity  of  our  territory 
r  sts. 

This  aim  of  all  the  liberal  parties,  recognized  in  principle  by  the  decree  of  April  2, 
1881,  has,  however,  failed  of  accomplishment  in  the  form  to  which  the  people  of  the 
Antilles  are  entitled.  They  frequently  complain  of  aui  deplore  irritating  inequali- 
ties which  are  of  themselves  sufficient  to  hamper,  if  not  totally  to  preclude,  the 
enjoyment  of  constitutional  liberty.  Indeed,  these  liberties,  as  they  are  disclosed  in 
the  fundamental  code,  consist  of  declarations  ol' rights  and  guarantees  that  are  sub- 
sequently sanctioned  and  developed  in  a  series  of  organic  laws,  complements  of  the 
constitution,  as  provided  in  its  fourteenth  article,  which  devolves  on  special  laws 
"the  rules  which  must  secure  to  the  Spaniards  reciprocal  respect  for  the  rights 
herein  granted,  and  at  the  same  time  detennine  the  civil  responsibility  and  the  pen> 
alty  to  which  officers  of  all  classes  who  infringe  the  rights  set  forth  in  Title  I  must 
be  held  liable. 

It  follows  that  if,  through  arbitrary  provisions  for  which  no  remedy  exists,  through 
penalties  imposed  in  the  orders  of  governors  general,  or  through  the  omissions  of 
laws  of  procedure,  the  citizen  may  be  restrained,  molested,  or  even  deported  to  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  territory,  he  finds  it  impossible  to  exercise  his  right  to  speak, 
think,  and  write,  or  to  enjoy  freedom  of  teaching  and  religions  toleration,  or  to 
avail  himself  of  the  right  of  meeting  and  associating. 

And  yet  the  whole  foundation  of  modern  law  rests  on  the  regular  and  orderly 
exercise  of  these  rights;  therefore,  wherever  it  is  limited  equality  before  the  law 
ceases  and  with  it  constitutional  unity.  Then  arise  these  perverted  feelings  which 
are  carried  to  the  extent  of  attacking  the  integrity  of  the  territ<iry.  The  geograph- 
ical bond  with  all  its  attractions  and  allurements  can  not  cause  that  other  aspiration 
to  be  forgotten,  which,  while  it  grows  nut  of  the  same  human  instinct,  is  deeper  and 
more  essential. 

It  is  therefore  good  policy,  at  all  events  it  is  an  act  of  strict  justice,  to  do  all 
that  is  in  the  power  of  the  Government,  to  the  end  that  the  Constitution  be  at  once 
extended  in  its  entirety  to  the  territory  of  the  Antilles,  that  every  vestige  of  in- 
equality may  be  removed,  and  that  our  legislation  be  thoroughly  revised,  so  that 
there  can  be  no  Spaniard  who,  through  confusion  or  error,  may  lack  the  protection 
of  the  law. 

This  is  certainly  the  intent  of  article  89  of  the  constitution.  The  provision  by  which 
it  leaves  to  the  discretion  of  the  governments  the  time  and  manner  in  which  the  laws 
are  to  be  applied  to  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Kico  does  more  than  grant  the 
authority;  it  imposes  on  the  Government  the  duty  to  publish  this  decree  at  the  very 
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time  wheo  it  submits  to  your  majesty  the  other  measure  which  is  about  to  give,  to 
our  brethren  in  the  Antilles — the  right  to  govern  themselves.  The  full  value  of  thst 
measure  would  not  be  appreciated  if  suspicion  and  distrust,  closely  followed  by 
arbitrariness,  should  prevail  in  the  regions  of  the  Central  Power. 

Inasmuch  as  we,  in  the  peninsula,  have  come  to  the  belief  that  all  executive  fonc- 
tions  cau  be  discharged  within  the  constitution  of  the  State  and  under  the  laws 
enacted  for  its  execution ;  inasmuch  as  instances  of  resort  to  force,  against  which, 
however,  the  law  of  public  order  is  deemed  adequate,  are  not  lacking  here,  we 
should  show  ourselves  to  be  illogical,  and,  consequently,  lose  the  authority  requisite 
for  forc«ful  government,  if  we  did  not  proclaim,  as  the  foremost  and  most  si^ifi- 
cant  part  of  the  transformation  eifected  in  our  colonial  regime,  that  constitutiooal 
•unity  which  is  the  bond  that  unites  all  Spaniards,  and  under  which  the  free  local 
government  of  those  valued  territories  will  restore  contideuce  in  the  mother  coqd> 
try,  and  thus  will  unmistakable  evidence  be  given  of  the  sincerity  with  which  she 
seeks  to  render  her  sovereignty  beloved. 

Resting  on  the  foregoing  reasons,  the  Government  has  the  honor  to  submit  the 
appended  draft  of  a  decree  to  your  majesty's  approval. 

At  the  royal  feet  of  your  majesty. 

Praxedes  Mateo  Sagasta. 

Madrid,  Kovemher  35 j  1897, 


Royal  Decree. 

In  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  my  council  of  ministers  and  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  conferred  on  my  Government  by  article  89  of  the  constitution,  in  the  name 
of  My  August  Son,  King  Alfonso  XIIF,  and  as  Queen  Regent  of  the  Kingdom,  1 
hereby  decree  as  follows : 

Article  1.  The  Spaniards  residing  in  the  Antilles  shall  enjoy,  on  equal  terms 
with  the  residents  of  the  peninsula,  the  rights  granted  in  Title  I  of  the  constitution 
of  the  Monarchy  and  the  guarantees  whereby  their  exercise  is  secured  by  the  law» 
of  the  Kingdom. 

To  this  end,  and  conformably  to  article  89  of  the  constitution,  the  laws  by  which 
its  provisions  are  supplemented,  and  especially  that  of  criminal  prosecution,  that  of 
compulsory  expropriation,  that  of  public  instruction,  that  of  the  press,  and  of  meet- 
ing and  association,  and  the  code  of  military  Justice,  shall  go  into  full  effect  in  the 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico,  so  that  article  14  of  the  constitution  may  be  ex^ 
cuted  in  its  entirety. 

Art.  2.  In  time  of  war  the  law  of  public  order  shall  be  enforced  in  the  Antillee 
with  the  limitation  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  article  17  of  the  constitution. 

Art.  3.  The  ministry  of  the  colonies,  aft«r  hearingthe  council  of  state,  shall  reriise 
the  legislation  of  the  Antilles  and  the  proclamations  published  by  the  Governors- 
General  since  the  promulgation  of  the  constitution,  and  shall  thereafter  publish 
the  results  of  such  revision,  to  the  end  that  henceforth  there  may  b«  neither  on  the 
part  of  the  executive,  nor  on  that  of  the  judiciary,  any  possibility,  through  error 
or  neglect,  either  of  citing  or  enforcing  provisions  that  are  at  variance  with  the  let- 
ter or  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the  Spanish  Monarchy. 

Marla  Cristika. 

The  president  of  the  council  of  ministers : 

Prasledes  Mateo  Sagasta. 

Done  at  the  Palace,  November  23,  1897. 


statement. 

Madam  :  The  complement  of  the  decree  that  places  the  Spaniards  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing as  regards  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  their  constitutional  rights  and  uie  indis- 
pensable preparation  for  the  organization  of  local  government  in  the  Antilles  is  the 
enforcement  in  those  territories  of  the  law  of  electoral  suffrage  that  is  in  force  is 
the  Peninsula. 

To  effect  this  the  Govemmeut  mighf  have  confined  itself  to  the  reproduction,  pore 
and  simple,  of  that  law :  but  the  difficulty  of  so  doing  will  be  apparent  when  it  is 
remembered  that  in  order  to  give  the  greatest  security  to  the  electoral  right  the 
Cortes  of  the  Kingdom,  proceeding  with  forethought  and  in  their  desire  to  avoid 
impairing,  through  seemingly  unimportant  reglementary  provisions,  rights  that  hare 
much  value  In  public  life,  sought  to  include  in  the  law  even  the  last  and  most  mlnnte 
regulations  that  govern  its  execution. 

For  this  purpose  there  are  in  it  two  kinds  of  provisions— one  that  comprises  tho 
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definition  of  the  right  and  the  guarantee  of  the  casting  of  the  vote,  the  other  that 
eaxabliahes  the  conditions,  so  to  speak,  preparatory  to  those  purposes.  Hence  the 
necessity  of  discriminating  between  these  two  parts  of  the  law. 

The  first  undoubtedly  possesses  a  character  tnat  yields  in  importance  to  constitu- 
tional provisions  only,  and  therefore  it  must,  like  these,  protect  itself  from  the 
changes  and  modifications  to  which  legislation  is  frequently  exposed. 

It  merely  behooves  the  Government  to  say  that  since  we  have  considered  it  good 
and  proper  for  the  Peninsula,  it  is  an  obligation  that  can  not  be  evaded,  to  extend  it 
and  apply  it  to  our  colonies. 

The  same  is  not  the  case,  however,  as  regards  the  mode  of  procedure. 

So  far  as  it  possesses  that  character  in  the  exercise  of  suffrage,  iu  the  taking  of 
the  census,  in  the  manner  of  casting  tbe  vote,  in  the  preliminaries  of  the  election,  in 
Ihe  organization  of  the  colleges,  even  in  the  qualifications  of  tbe  electors,  there  are 
such  different  points  of  view,  according  to  the  traditions,  the  geography,  and  the 
component  parts  of  a  people,  that  it  would  be  more  than  illogical,  nay,  would  lead 
to  a  result  diametrically  opposed  to  that  which  is  had  iu  view,  to  shape  the  electoral 
procedure  of  tbe  Antilles  in  the  peninsular  mold,  especially  when  the  creation  of 
self-government  and  of  parliamentary  organisms  that  are  to  be  the  expression  of  the 
will  of  the  people  demand  that  tbe  regulation  of  what  relates  to  the  exercise  and 
security  of  the  electoral  right  be  intrusted  to  them. 

In  view  of  these  weighty  considerations,  the  Government  has  thought  that  after 
separating  all  that  refers  to  the  definition  and  recognition  of  the  right  of  sufi'rage 
from  what  might  be  called  tbe  constitution  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico, 
in  order  that,  in  any  case,  it  may  be  modified  by  a  law,  it  ought  to  intrust  all  the 
regulations,  which  will  be  many  in  number  and  complicated  in  their  development, 
to  the  insular  Parliament,  feeling  certain  that  no  one  possesses  to  a  greater  extent 
the  conditions  necessary  for  success  in  adapting  them  to  the  habits  and  character  of 
the  population. 

The  tiexibility  thus  acquired  by  tbe  electoral  procedure  will  undoubtedly  enable  it 
to  identify  itself  with  the  conditions  of  those  inhabitants,  and  to  render  the  exercise 
of  suffrage  practical  and  fruitful,  as  no  one  can  have  more  interest  in  its  success 
than  those  who  are  to  be  goveruea  by  it. 

On  the  basis  of  these  considerations,  the  Government  has  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  approval  of  your  majesty  the  accompanying  draft  of  a  decree. 

At  your  majesty's  royal  feet. 

Praxedes  Mateo  Sagasta. 

Madrid,  Korember  25y  1897. 


Royal  Decree. 

In  accordance  with  tbe  opinion  of  my  council  of  ministers,  and  in  virtue  of  tbe 
power  conferred  upon  my  Government  by  article  89  of  the  constitution  of  the  mon- 
archy,  in  the  name  of  my  august  son,  King  Alfonso  XIII,  and  as  Queen  Regent  of 
the  Kingdom,  I  decree  as  follows: 

Article  I.  The  electoral  law  of  June  26,  1890,  shall  be  promulgated  and  observed 
in  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Kico,  with  the  modifications  that  have  been  intro- 
dnced  in  the  text  that  follows  this  decree,  with  a  view  to  its  adaptation  to  the 
conditions  of  those  territories. 

Art.  II.  The  regulations  and  other  necessary  x>rovisions  for  the  execution  of  the 
present  decree,  which  tbe  Government  shall  before  the  Cortes,  shall  be  pre- 

pared by  the  ministry  of  the  colonies. 

Maria  Cristina. 

The  president  of  the  council  of  ministers : 

Praxedks  Mateo  Sagasta. 

Done  at  the  Palace  this  25th  day  of  November,  1897. 


Adaptation  of  the  Electoral  Law  of  June  B6, 1890,  to  the  ielande  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico* 

TITLE  I. — General  Provisions  for  Elections. 

Chapter  1,—Of  the  right  to  vote. 

Article  1.  All  male  Spaniards  over  2.5  years  of  age  that  shall  be  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  their  civil  rights,  and  inhabitants  of  a  municipal  district  in  which  they 
shall  have  resided  at  least  two  years,  shall  be  voters  in  tbe  islands  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico. 
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Soldiers  and  sailors  serving  in  the  army  or  navy  shall  not  be  allowed  to  vote  while 

so  serving. 

The  same  suspension  is  ordered  as  regards  those  serving  under  similar  circum- 
stances in  other  armed  bodies  depending  on  the  State,  province,  or  municipality. 

Art.  II.  The  following  persons  shall  not  be  voters: 

(1)  Those  who  by  an  unappealable  sentence  have  been  condemned  to  perpetail 
deprivation  of  political  rights  and  public  offices,  although  they  may  have  been  jiir- 
doned,  unless  they  have  previously  obtained  personal  rehabilitation  by  means  of  a 

law. 

(2)  Those  who,  by  an  unappealable  sentence,  have  been  condemned  to  imprison- 
ment, unless  they  have  obtained  rehabilitation  at  least  two  years  before  their  enroll- 
ment in  the  census. 

(3)  Those  who,  having  been  condemned  to  other  penalties  by  an  anapfiealable 
sentence,  shall  not  furnish  evidence  that  they  have  served  out  those  penalties. 

(4)  Bankrupts,  not  rehabilitated  according  to  law,  and  who  do  not  furnish  doca- 
mentary  evidence  that  they  have  met  all  their  obligations. 

(5)  Debtors  to  public  funds  as  second  tax  payers. 

(6)  Those  who  are  inmates  of  charitable  institutions,  or  who  are  administratively 
authorized,  at  their  request,  to  ask  for  public  charity. 

Chapter  II. — Of  the  electoral  census. 

Art.  3.  In  order  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage,  it  is  necessary  that  the  person  b« 
inscribed  in  the  electoral  census;  that  is  to  say,  the  register  containing  the  naniM 
and  the  paternal  and  maternal  surnames,  where  they  exist,  of  the  Spanish  citizens 
who  have  a  right  to  vote. 

The  census  is  permanent,  and  shall  be  amended  only  by  the  annual  revision. 

Art.  4.  The  taking,  revision,  custody,  and  inspection  of  the  census  shall  be  under 
the  charge,  in  accordance  with  their  respective  powers,  of  the  central  board  estab- 
lished by  the  law  of  June  26,  1890,  concerning  provincial  boards  and  of  manicipal 
boards,  which  nhall  be  styled  the  electoral  census  boards. 

The  provincial  l)oards  bhall  sit  in  the  capitals  of  each  province,  and  the  municipal 
boards  shall  sit  in  each  municipality.     They  shall  all  be  of  a  permanent  character. 

The  provincial  boards  shall  be  presided  over  by  the  judges  of  the  superior  court 
(audencia)  of  (fuch  province  as  may  bo  designated  by  the  president  of  the  superior 
district  court  to  which  that  audencia  belongs:  and  the  municipal  boards  (shall  be 
presided  over)  by  the  judges  of  first  instance,  or,  in  their  absence,  by  public  officers 
selected  for  that  purpose  by  the  president  of  the  superior  court  of  the  province. 

The  number  of  the  members  of  the  provincial  boards  shall  be  fifteen,  and  the  pres- 
ence of  nine  members  shall  be  requisite  for  deliberation  or  for  taking  action. 

The  following  persons  shall  be  members  of  the  provincial  boards: 

(1)  The  president  and  the  vice-president  of  the  deputation  concerned. 

(2)  The  senior  ex-president  of  the  same  deputation  residing  in  the  province. 

(3)  Four  taxpayers  chosen  by  lot  from  among  those  paying  the  first  assessment  of 
the  land  tax,  who  are  residents  of  the  province. 

(4)  Four  taxpayers  chosen  by  lot  from  among  those  paying  the  first  assessment  of 
the  industrial  tax,  who  are  residents  of  the  province. 

(5)  Four  residents  of  the  province,  furnishing  proof  by  means  of  official  docn- 
ments,  of  their  professional  or  academic  character. 

The  substitutes  for  the  taxpayers  shall  be  eight  persons  residing  in  the  provlno« 
and  paying  the  largest  assessments  of  the  land  tax,  and  eight  persons  residing  iuthe 
province  and  paying  the  largest  assessments  of  the  industrial  tax,  and  the  substi- 
tutes of  the  residents  having  official  titles  shall  be  persons  possessing  the  same 
qualifications  as  are  required  of  them.     They  shall  all  be  chosen  by  lot. 

The  choice  by  lot  of  the  taxpayers,  professional  men  and  their  substitutes  shall  be 
Inade  publicly  before  the  superior  court  of  each  province  by  the  presiding  judge  of 
that  court. 

The  following  persons  shall  be  members  of  the  municipal  boards: 

(1)  The  alcalde  (mayor)  and  the  syndic  of  the  city  council. 

(2)  The  municipal  judge  and  the  municipal  attorney. 

(3)  Ex-alcaldes  residing  in  the  municipal  district. 

(4)  Four  of  the  chief  payers  of  the  land  tax,  and  four  of  the  chief  payers  of  the 
industrial  tax,  residing  in  the  municipal  district. 

(5)  Four  residents  of  the  municipal  district,  furnishing  proof,  by  means  of  official 
documents,  of  their  professiouiil  or  academic  character. 

The  taxpayers  and  professional  men  shall  be  chosen  by  lot  by  the  president  of  the 
municipal  board,  at  a  public  meeting,  before  the  city  council,  in  tne  manner  pre- 
scribed for  the  provincial  boards. 

The  substitutes  shall  be  chosen  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner. 
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The  manicipal  boards  shall  not  deliberate  nor  take  any  action  unless  at  least 
twelve  members  are  present. 

The  clerks  of  the  superior  conrts  shall  be  the  secretaries  of  the  provincial  boards, 
and  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  first  instance,  or,  in  their  absence,  the  clerks  of  the 
municipal  courts,  shall  be  the  secretaries  of  the  municipal  boards. 

The  secretaries  shall  have  neither  a  voice  nor  a  vote,  and  shall  be  assisted  by  the 
employees  of  the  respective  secretariats. 

llie  respective  president.^  shall  convene  the  members  and  such  substitutes  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  for  all  the  sessions  the  boards  may  hold.  If,  in  spite  of  this,  a 
sufficient  number  are  not  present,  the  session  shall  be  held  on  the  following  day, 
after  the  substitutes  residing  in  the  capital  have  been  summoned,  in  addition  to  the 
members  present. 

Chapter  III,— Of  voting. 

Art.  5.  In  every  electoral  precinct  there  shall  be  a  board  charged  with  the  super- 
vision of  the  voting,  consisting  of  a  president  and  the  supervisors  ( in terven tores) 
appointed  by  the  census  board  and  by  the  candidates  who  nave  a  right  to  nominate 
tbem,  and  who  make  use  of  that  right. 

This  census  board  shall  be  the  provincial  board  in  the  case  of  elections  of  deputies 
to  the  Cortes  and  of  representatives  or  provincial  deputies  to  the  Cortes,  and  of  rep- 
resentativeM,  and  the  municipal  board  when  an  election  of  connciluien  (concejales) 
is  to  be  held. 

Art.  6.  In  every  summons  for  a  general  or  partial  election  a  single  day  shall  be 
designated  for  the  voting,  which  day  shall  always  be  Sunday. 

The  voting  shall  take  place  simnltaDeouHly  in  all  the  precincts  on  the  day  fixed, 
beginning  punctually  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  continning  uninterruptedly 
nntil  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  shall  be  declared  finally  closed,  and  the 
counting  of  the  votes  shall  begin. 

Art.  7.  The  voting  shall  be  secret,  by  ballot,  and  shall  be  conducted  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  the  regulations. 

Art.  8.  There  shall  in  no  case  be  an  armed  force  at  the  door  of  the  electoral  col- 
lege, nor  shall  any  such  force  enter  it,  except  in  the  case  of  disturbance  of  the  public 
peace  and  upon  tne  requisition  of  the  President. 

TITLE  II.— Special  Provisions  for  the  Elf.ctioxs. 
Chapter  I. — Of  the  election  of  senators. 

Art.  9.  Spaniards  possessing  the  nuallHcations  rec^uired  by  article  22  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  monarchy,  are  eligible  to  the  oAlce  of  senator,  provided  they  are  not 
included  in  any  of  the  cases  of  disability  or  incompatibility  fixed  by  law. 

Art.  10.  tllections  of  senators  shall  be  held  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  laws  of  February  8,  1877,  and  of  January  — ,  1879.   • 

The  senators,  after  they  have  been  admitted  by  the  senate,  represent  the  nation 
individually  and  collectively. 

Chapter  II. — Of  the  election  of  deputies  to  the  Cortes, 

Art.  11.  All  male  Spaniards  of  the  secular  order,  not  less  than  25  years  of  age,  in 
the  ei^oyment  of  all  civil  rights,  are  eligible  to  the  oflAce  of  deputy  to  the  Cortes, 

Srovide<l  they  are  not  included  in  any  of  the  cases  of  disability  or  incompatibility 
xed  by  law. 

Art.  12.  The  deputies  to  the  Cortes  shall  be  elected  directly  by  the  electors  of  the 
electoral  districts,  subject  to  this  law  and  the  regulations;  but  after  tbey  have  been 
elected,  and  admitted  by  Congress,  they  represent  the  nation  individually  and 
collectively. 

Art.  13.  Those  provisions  of  the  electoral  law  of  the  peninsula  of  June  26,  1890, 
which  relate  specially  to  the  election  of  depnties  to  the  Cortes  and  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  apply  to  the  deputies  to  the  Cortes  from  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto 
Rico.  Hence,  tne  articles  in  question  are  inserted  as  an  appendix  to  the  present  law, 
in  the  form  in  which  they  are  to  be  observed  in  accordance  with  this  law. 

Chapter  III. — Of  the  election  of  counael&rs  of  administration ^  represenlativeSf  provin- 
cial deputies  J  and  councilmen, 

I 

Art.  14.  Those  Spaniards  may  be  counsellors  of  administration  and  representa- 
tives who  possess  the  Qualifications  required  for  those  oflSces  by  the  constitution  of 
the  islands  of  Cuba  ana  Porto  Rico. 


\ 
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Art,  15.  Spaniards  having  the  qualitications  required  for  depaties  to  the  CoHm, 
and  who  are  natives  of  the  province,  or  who  have  resided  four  years  consecatiTely 
in  the  province,  may  be  provincial  depaties. 

Art.  16.  Those  electors  may  be  elected  members  of  aynntamientos  (coancilmen) 
in  municipal  districts  containing  not  more  than  100  inhabitants,  who,  in  addition  to 
having  resided  at  least  four  years  in  the  municipality,  pay  a  direct  tax  incladed  in 
the  first  two-thirds  of  the  local  lists  of  persons  paying  a  land  tax,  and  an  indastriil 
and  commercial  subsidy,  and  in  municipal  districts  containing  less  than  1,000  and 
more  than  400  inhabitants,  those  paying  taxes  included  in  the  lirst  four-fifths  of  the 
said  lists.  In  municipal  districts  containing  not  more  than  400  inhabitants  ill 
the  electors  shall  bo  eligible. 

All  those  paying  a  tax  equal  to  the  lowest  tax  recjuired  to  be  paid  in  each  munici- 
pal district  in  order  to  be  eligible  under  the  preceding  paragraph  shall  likewise  bo 
included  in  the  number  of  eligibles. 

Those  residents  who  pay  any  assessment  of  tax  and  furnish  proof  by  means  ot  offi- 
cial documents  of  their  professional  or  academic  character  shall  likewise  be  eligiblo. 

Those  persons  who  furnish  proof  that  they  are  subjected  to  a  rebat-e  (reduction)  in 
the  incomes  which  they  derive  from  general,  provincial,  or  municipal  funds  skill 
likewise  be  eligible,  provided  the  amount  of  the  rebate  is  included  in  the  qualifica- 
tion (proporcion)  previously  fixed  for  eligibles  in  towns  of  1,000  and  400  inhabitanta, 
respectively. 

The  assessment  (tax)  shall  be  calculated  by  adding  together  the  taxes  paid  by  the 
taxpayers,  in  and  outside  of  the  town,  as  a  direct  tax  and  for  municipal  taxei 
(charges).  lu  calculating  the  taxeH  of  the  electors  and  the  eligibles  the  following 
property  shall  be  considered  as  theii's:  In  the  case  of  husbands,  the  property  of  their 
wives,  so  long  as  the  coojugal  relationship  exists:  in  the  case  of  fathers,  such  prop- 
erty of  their  children  as  they  a<Ihiinister  legally;  in  the  case  of  sons,  their  own  prop- 
erty, the  usufruct  of  which  they  do  not  en^joy  for  any  reason. 

Art.  17.  Those  persons  who  are  included  in«ny  of  the  cases  of  disability  or  incom- 
patibility established  by  the  respective  laws  can  not  be  elected  to  any  of  the  officei 
mentioned  in  the  three  preceding  articles. 

Art.  18.  Those  persons  designated  in  article  25  of  the  electoral  law  of  the  penin- 
sula relating  to  senators  shall  be  electors  of  counselors  of  administration.  The 
provisions  of  chapter  4  of  that  iaw  sball  be  applied  to  the  drawing  up  of  the  lists  of 
electors  and  to  the  election  of  the  counselors  of  ailmiuistration  in  the  manner  pr^ 
scribed  by  the  regulations. 

Art.  19.  In  the  districts  in  which  one  representative,  one  provincial  deputy,  or 
one  councilman  (concejal)  is  to  be  elected  no  elector  can  legally  give  his  vote  to 
more  than  one  person ;  when  more  than  one,  up  to  four,  are  to  be  elected,  each  elec- 
tor shall  have  the  right  to  vote  for  one  less  than  the  number  of  those  who  are  to  be 
elected  in  his  own  district;  for  two  less  (than  the  number  of  those  who  are  to  be 
elected)  if  more  than  four  are  to  be  elected,  and  for  three  less  when  more  thao 
eight  are  to  be  elected. 

'J'he  other  provisions  relative  to  electoral  procedure  shall  be  such  as  are  enacted 
in  the  respective  organic  laws  and  in  the  regulations. 

TITLE  III.— Penal  Sanction. 
Chapter  I. — Of  offenses. 

Art.  20.  Any  forgery  of  documents  relating  to  the  provisions  of  this  law,  in  any  of 
the  ways  mentioned  in  article  310  of  the  penal  code  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  shall 
constitute  the  crime  of  forgery  in  electorial  matters,  which  shall  be  punished  with 
the  penalties  provided  in  the  said  article,  or  in  the  following  article,  according  to 
the  status  of  the  persons  who  are  responsible. 

Any  intentional  omission  in  the  documents  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph 
which  may  affect  the  result  of  the  election  shall  constitute  a  similar  offense,  and 
shall  be  punished  with  the  same  penalties. 

Art.  21.  The  courts  shall,  neverthelesss,  lessen  the  penalties  one  or  two  degrees, 
imposing  them  upon  such  person  as  they  may  think  proper,  according  to  the  special 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  scandal  or  alarm  that  it  has  occasioned,  and  whenever 
there  shall  appear  to  be  no  connection  with  other  offenses  made  punishable  by  tiie 
code. 

Art.  22.  For  the  purposes  of  this  law,  the  census  and  authorized  copies  thereof, 
records,  lists,  certificates,  and  whatever  may  emanate  from  the  person  who  i» 
intrusted  by  law  with  the  execution  thereof,  the  object  of  which  is  to  fa<*ilitate  or 
insure  the  exercise  of  the  electoral  right  or  it*  result,  or  to  guarantee  the  regularity 
of  the  procedure,  shall  be  considered  oflicial  documents. 

Art.  23.  The  penalties  of  imprisonment  and  of  a  fine  of  from  500  to  5,000  pesetas, 
when  the  general  provisions  of  the  penal  code  do  not  fix  a  higher  penalty,  shall  be 
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imposed  npon  public  officers  who,  by  failing  to  faithfully  and  strictly  fulHll  the  obli- 
gations imposed  by  this  law  or  by  the  provisions  that  may  be  adopted  for  its-execa- 
tion,  are  accessory  to  any  of  the  following  acts  or  omissions: 

(1)  To  any  failare  to  prepare  with  accuracy  the  lists  of  electors,  whether  prelim- 
inary or  definitive,  or  to  exhibit  the  same  publicly  during  the  proper  time  and  in  the 
proper  place. 

(2)  To  any  alteration  of  the  day,  hour,  or  place  in  which  any  public  business  is 
to  be  done,  or  to  the  method  of  its  designations  leading  to  error. 

(3)  To  any  fraudulent  manipulations  in  matters  relating  to  the  preparation  of  the 
census,  the  organization  of  electoral  boards  or  colleges,  the  voting,  the  resolutions 
or  ballotings,  and  the  nomination  of  candidates. 

(4)  To  the  improper  and  inaccurate  preparation  of  records  or  documents  relating 
to  the  election,  or  to  their  not  being  siened  in  the  proper  manner  by  all  who  should 
do  so,  or  to  the  proper  dispositions  not  being  made  of  electoral  records  or  documents. 

(5)  To  changiug  or  altering  in  the  ballot  which  the  elector  deposits  in  the  exercise 
of  his  right,  or  to  its  being  hidden  from  public  view  before  it  is  deposited  in  the  box. 

(6)  To  the  placing  of  impediment  or  difficulty  in  the  way  of  electors,  candidates, 
or  notaries  in  the  examination  of  the  box  before  voting  begins,  and,  when  the  ballots 
are  examined,  in  the  examination  of  the  ballots  taken  from  the  box. 

(7)  To  the  preparatiou  of  au  intentionally  inaccurate  list,  such  as  to  obscure  the 
truth  of  the  names  of  the  voters  at  any  election. 

(8)  To  an  inaccurate  counting  of  votes  in  resolutions  relative  to  the  taking  or 
rectiiication  of  the  census,  or  to  electoral  mutters,  and  also  to  the  inaccurate  reading 
of  ballots. 

(9)  To  violating  the  secrecy  of  the  vote  or  of  the  election  with  a  view  to  influ- 
encing its  results. 

(10)  To  the  issuance  of  an  unlawful  proclamation  against  any  person. 

(11)  To  the  making  of  untrue  statements  in  the  verbal  declaration  that  is  to  be 
made  on  the  occtisiou  of  an  election,  or  to  the  prevention  or  impeding  in  any  way 
of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  truth  concerning  the  eleetion. 

(12;  To  the  postponement  of  any  election  without  grave  and  sufiicient  cause. 

Art.  24.  Private  individuals  who  are  directly  accessory  to  the  comntission  of  any 
of  the  offenses  enumerated  in  the  preceding  article  shall  be  punished  wiih  the  pen- 
alty of  iraprisonnient  in  its  minimum  degree  when  the  penal  code  does  not  impose  a 
more  serious  penalty  on  those  who  are  guilty  of  commission  or  omission. 

Art.  25.  Every  act,  omission,  or  manifestation  contrary  to  this  law  or  to  the  gen- 
eral provisions  adopted  for  its  execution  that  is  not  included  in  the  foregoing  articles 
and  whose  object  is  to  restrain  or  exert  pressure  npon  electors,  to  induce  them  to 
exercise  their  right,  or  to  relinquish  it  against  their  will,  shall  constitute  the  crime 
of  coercing  voters,  and  if  there  is  no  more  serious  penalty  provided  for  it  in  the 
penal  code,  it  shall  be  punished  by  a  tine  of  from  125  to  2,5(>0  pesetas. 

Art.  26.  The  following  persons  shall  also  be  considered  as  committing  the  crime 
of  coercing  voters,  although  the  intention  of  restraining  or  exerting  pressure  upon 
the  electors  may  not  be  obvious  or  apparent,  and  shall  accordingly  bo  subject  to  the 
penalties  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  article: 

(1)  Civil,  military,  or  eelesiastical  authorities  who  advise  or  recommend  voters  to 
give  or  refuse  their  vote  to  a  determinate  person,  and  those  who  by  the  use  of  official 
means  or  agents,  or  the  authorization  of  stamps,  envelopes,  seals,  or  notes  that  may 
have  that  character,  recommend  or  advise  against  certain  candidates. 

(2)  Public  officers  who  promote  or  take  part  in  the  issue  of  Government  records 
relating  to  denunciations,  tines,  arrears  of  accounts,  lands,  forests,  granaries,  or  any 
other  branch  of  the  administration  from  the  time  when  notice  is  given' until  the 
election  is  terminated. 

(3)  Officers,  from  the  minister  of  the  Crown  down,  who  make  appointments, 
removals,  transfers,  or  suspensions  of  employees,  agents,  or  clerks  in  any  branch  of 
the  general,  provincial,  or  municipal  administration  in  the  period  between  the  giv- 
ing of  notice  and  the  termination  of  the  general  balloting,  when  such  acts  are  not 
based  on  legitimate  reasons  and  affect  in  any  way  the  precinct,  college,  district, 
judicial  circuit,  or  province  in  which  the  election  is  held. 

The  cause  of  the  removal,  transfer,  or  suspension  shall  be  accurately  stated  in  the 
order,  which  shall  be  published  in  the  Gazette  of  Madrid  or  in  those  of  Havana  or 
Puerto  Rico,  if  it  emanates  from  the  central  administration,  and  in  the  official  bulle- 
tin of  the  respective  province,  if  it  emanates  from  the  provincial  or  municipal  admin- 
istration. If  these  formalities  are  oniitted  it  shall  be  considered  as  having  been 
ma<le  without  cause. 

Royal  decrees  or  orders  relating  to  the  civil  governors  of  the  provinces  and  to 
military  officers  shall  be  excepted  from  the  above  requirements.  Removals,  trans- 
fers, or  suspensions  decided  upon,  but  of  which  the  interested  parties  have  not  been 
notified  before  the  electoral  period,  can  not  be  made  during  said  period,  except  in 
the  exceptional  cases  and  in  the  exceptional  manner  specitied  in  this  number. 
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Art.  27.  The  following  persons  shall  be  liable  to  the  penalties  provided  in  article 
26,  nnlees  more  serious  ones  are  imposed  by  the  penal  code: 

(1)  Those  who,  by  means  of  a  promise,  present,  or  remuneration,  solicit,  directly 
or  indirectly,  the  vote  of  any  elector  in  favor  of  or  against  any  candidate. 

(2)  Those"^  who  incite  voters  to  intoxication  in  order  to  obtain  or  secure  theii 

adhesion. 

(3)  Any  person  who  votes  twice  or  more  times  at  an  election,  who  takes  another 
name  in  order  to  vote,  or  who  votes  when  incapitoitated  or  when  his  exercise  of  such 
right  is  suspended. 

(4)  Whoever  knowingly  consents,  without  a  protest,  when  he  might  make  one,  to 
the  casting  of  a  vote  in  tlie  cases  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  number. 

(5)  Whoever  prevents  or  delays  the  admission,  attention  to  and  decision  concern- 
ing protests  or  complaints  of  voters,  or  who  does  not  afford  protection  to  those  who 
make  them. 

(6)  Whoever  omits  the  announcements  and  notifications  required  by  law,  or  who 
does  not  issue  or  cause  to  be  issued,  as  speedily  as  the  law  directs,  a  certificate  of 
election  when  application  is  made  therefor. 

(7)  Whoever  in  any  other,  not  provided  for  in  this  law,  impedes  or  molests  an 
elector  in  the  exercise  of  his  rights  or  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

(8)  Whoever  maliciously  raises  or  maintains,  without  good  reason,  doabta  in 
egard  to  the  identity  of  a  person  or  the  legality  of  his  rights. 

Art.  28.  Public  officers  who  cause  a  voter  to  leave  his  domicile  or  residence,  or 
remain  away  from  the  same,  even  under  pretext  of  the  requirements  of  the  pnblic 
service,  on  the  day  of  the  election,  or  on  a  day  in  which  he  may  be  able  and  maj 
desire  to  vote ;  or^ those  who  detain  him,  depriving  him  in  similar  caae  of  his  libertTr 
shall  be  liable,  besides  the  penalties  mentioned  in  the  second  paragraph  of  article  210 
and  in  article  221  of  the  penal  code,  respectively,  to  the  penalty  of  absolute,  perma- 
nent disqualification. 

Art.  2H.  Those  who  impede  or  hinder  the  free  entrance  and  exit  of  the  voters  to 
and  from  the  place  in  which  they  are  to  exercise  their  right,  their  approach  to  the 
voting  tables,  the  presence  of  notaries,  candidates,  or  electors  in  the  places  in  which 
the  election  i8  to  take  place,  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  it  impossible  or  difficult  for 
them  to  perform  their  duties  or  exercise  their  right,  and  to  verify  the  regularity  of 
such  elections,  shall  be  liable,  if  they  are  public  officers,  to  the  penalty  of  imprison-, 
ment  in  its  minimum  degree  and  to  a  fine  of  5(X)  to  2,500  pesetas;  and  if  they  are 
private  individuals,  to  the  penalty  of  imprisonment  in  its  minimum  degree,  unlets 
other  and  more  severe  penalties  are  provided  by  the  penal  code,  in  which  ease  the 
latter  penalties  shall  be  enforced. 

Art.  30.  Public  officers  who  do  not  deliver  or  who  maliciously  delay  the  delivery 
of  documents  requested  by  special  commissioners  shall  be  punished  as  being  ^lilty 
of  the  misdemeanor  of  serious  disobedience  to  the  authorities,  without  prejudice  to 
the  disciplinary  responsibility  which  they  incur  at  the  same  time. 

Art.  31.  Ofienses  provided  for  in  the  i>eual  code,  which  are  connected  with  mat- 
ters relating  to  elections,  shall  be  punished  when  the  special  provisions  of  the  pre- 
ceding articles  are  not  applicable,  with  the  penalties  provided  by  the  same  code, 
and  also  with  a  fine  of  from  125  to  1,250  pesetas,  in  case  a  penalty  of  this  class  is  not 
applicable  to  them. 

Art.  32.  The  lollowing  penalties  shall  apply  to  all  the  offenses  directly  connected 
with  the  provisions  of  this  law,  whether  thtjy  are  provided  by  this  or  by  another 
law:  That  of  special  dis(iualification,  temporary  or  permanently  for  the  right  of  saf- 
frage,  if  the  guilty  person  is  a  public  officer,  and  that  of  suspension  from  the  same 
right  if  he'is  a  private  individual. 

In  the  case  of  the  repetition  of  an  offense  of  this  class  the  disqualification  for  pnb- 
lic officers  shall  be  absolute  for  all  time,  and  for  private  individuals  shall  be  abso- 
lute for  a  temporary  period,  in  addition  to  the  penalties  provided. 

Chapter  II. — 0/  infractions. 

Art.  33.  Any  failure  to  fulfill  the  obligations  and  formalities  which  this  law  or  the 
provisions  that  shall  be  adopted  for  its  execution  impose  upon  all  persons  who  take 
part  in  an  official  capacity  in  electoral  proceedings  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of 
from  25  to  1,000  iiesetas,  in  case  it  does  not  constitute  a  crime. 

Officers  who,  for  any  reason  that  can  not  be  shown  to  be  one  rendering  it  absolutely 
impossible  for  them  to  do  so,  shall  fail  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  made  incQinbent 
upon  them  by  this  law  or  the  regulations  for  its  execution  shall  be  required  to  pay 
the  fine  for  which  provision  is  made  above,  the  imposition  of  which  shall  be  ordered 
by  the  census  board  before  which  the  duty  should  have  been  performed,  due  regard 
being  had  to  the  provisions  of  article  42. 

.  The  president  of  the  provisional  and  municipal  boards  shall  incur  the  same  respon- 
sibility if,  when  they  snould  receive  one  of  the  documents  provided  for  in  any  or  the 
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proviiiious  of  this  law  or  of  the  regalatious,  they  shall  fail  to  Order,  on  their  own 
respoDBibility,  that  it  be  immediately  collected  by  a  special  officer  at  the  expense  of 
the  person  whose  duty  it  was  to  send  it. 

Those  who  id  such  cases  shall  fail  to  notify  the  central  board  that  they  have  per- 
formed this  duty  shall  be  punished  in  like  manner. 

Akt.  34.  The  following  persons  shall,  moreover,  be  punished  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  the  foregoing  article : 

(1)  Those  who  are  present  at  elections  and  who,  in  some  way  that  does  not  con- 
stitute a  crime,  disturb  order,  or  are  lacking  in  proper  respect. 

(2)  Those  who,  not  haviuff  a  ri<rht  to  enter  the  eleotoral  colleges  or  the  ballot 
boards,  shall  not  leave  the  place  at  the  tirst  intimation  from  the  president. 

(3)  Those  who  shall  enter  an  electoral  college,  section,  or  board  with  arms,  sticks, 
canes,  or  umbrellas,  not  being  officers  or  not  being  physically  impeded. 

(4)  Notaries  who,  being  about  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office,  do  not  give 
previous  notice  of  their  intention  to  tne  presiding  officer  of  the  function. 

(5)  Officers  and  individuals  owing  to  whom  the  proper  party  fails  to  receive, 
within  the  time  fixed  and  in  the  manner  iirovided  in  the  law,  any  commnnication, 
notice,  instrument,  or  document  that  should  be  transmitted,  without  prejudice  to 
the  provisions  of  No.  4  of  article  23. 

(6)  Members  of  the  census  boards  and  their  substitutes  who,  without  Just  cause, 
shall  fail  to  attend  the  sessions  to  which  the.^  shall  have  been  summoned  without 
furnishing  a  proper  excuse. 

The  following  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  causes  for  not  attending  the  sessions: 

(1)  Absence  from  the  place  at  which  the  sessions  are  held. 

(2)  Important  matters  connected  with  the  public  service. 

(3)  Matters  connected  with  one's  personal  liealth  or  the  health  of  one's  family,  or 
private  business  that  can  uot  be  deferred. 

(4)  Causes  in  virtue  of  which  the  president  or  members  of  the  central  board  fail  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  that  board. 

Chapter  III. — Proviniant  oomtMm  to  the  two  foregoing  chapters. 

Art.  35.  For  the  purposes  of  this  law  the  following  persons  shall  be  considered  as 
public  officers :  Those  appointed  by  the  Government,  and  those  who,  by  virtue  oi 
their  office,  perform  any  duty  connected  with  the  elections,  and  also  the  president 
and  members  of  the  electoral  census  board,  and  the  presidents  and  supervisors  of 
the  ballet  bureaus  and  boards. 

Art.  36.  The  ordinary  courts  shall  alone  be  competent  to  take  cognizance  of  elec- 
toral offenses,  whatever  may  be  the  personal  status  of  the  guilty  parties. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  provisions  of  this  title  it  shall  be  understood  that  the 
offenses  specially  provided  for  in  this  law  are  electoral  offenses,  and  also  those  which, 
being  provided  for  in  the  penal  code,  relate  to  electoral  matters  properly  so  called. 

Art.  37.  When  any  offense  shall  be  committed  in  the  college  or  electoral  board 
the  president  shall  order  the  arrest  of  the  presumptive  criminals,  and  shall  place 
them  at  the  disposal  of  the  judicial  authorities. 

A  penal  action  growing  out  of  offenses  specially  electoral  shall  be  public  and, 
may  be  broaght  for  even  two  months  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  office 
conferred  by  the  election. 

For  the  bringing  of  such  action  no  deposit  or  security  shall  be  required.  > 

Judges  and  courts  shall  proceed  according  to  the  rules  governing  criminal  trials. 

Art.  38.  No  authorization  shall  be  required  to  bring  any  officer  to  trial. 

Cases  in  which,  by  a  sentence  from  which  there  is  no  appeal,  exemption  shall  be 
granted  from  responsibility  for  due  obedience,  shall  be  referred  without  delay  to  the 
court  that  is  competent  to  take  action  against  the  person  who  gave  the  order  which 
has  been  obeyed.  The  term  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  article  shall  remain  in 
abeyance  with  respect  to  the  magistrate  or  person  obeyed  from  the  time  when  pro- 
ceeclings  were  tirst  taken  until  the  day  on  which  the  competent  court  shall  have 
received  the  unappealable  sentence  in  which  shall  be  declared  the  exemption  from 
responsibility  of  toe  person  who  has  obeyed. 

When  the  magistrate  who  gave  the  order  is  a  minister  of  the  Crown,  or  when  his 
responsibility  shall  have  been  shown  in  any  manner,  the  court  taking  cognizance  of 
the  case  shall  refer  it  without  delay  to  the  Congress  of  Deputies,  when  the  sentence 
in  which  exemption  from  responsibility  is  declared  is  unappealable  or  the  antece- 
dents resulting  therefrom  indicate  the  responsibility  of  the  minister. 

Art.  39.  The  general  aud  special  provisions  of  the  penal  code  shall  in  all  cases  be 
applicable  to  the  offenses  provided  lor  in  this  law,  when  said  provisions  have  refer- 
ence to  offenses  as  having  been  consummated,  frustrated,  aud  tentative  to  participa- 
tion therein  by  the  various  persons  who  are  the  objects  of  the  proceeding^  to  the 
circumstances  modifying  the  responsibility,  and  to  the  consequent  graduation  and 
enforcement  of  the  penalties. 

H.  Doc.  406 5 
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Art.  40.  Tbe  court  to  which  beloogs  the  execation  of  nnappealable  ilecisionB  shall 
order  their  publication  in  the  oflicial  bulletin  of  the  province  in  which  the  offenae 
shall  have  been  committed,  and  shall  send  a  copy  of  that  newspaper  to  the  centra] 

board. 

Art.  41.  No  attention  shall  be  paid  by  the  minister  of  the  colonies  (nor  shall  anj 
report  thereon  be  made  by  tbe  court  or  the  council  of  state)  to  any  application  for 
pardon  on  account  of  electoral  otlenses,  unless  it  shall  previously* appear  that  tbe 
petitioners  have  served  at  least  ene-half  of  the  time  for  which  they  were  sentenced 
to  personal  penalties,  and  have  paid  tbe  full  amount  of  the  fines  and  costs.  Tbe 
authorities  and  members  of  corporations,  whatever  their  status  may  be,  who  sball 
violate  this  provision  by  causin>^  the  petition  for  pardon  to  be  laid  before  the  Kin^ 
for  decision,  shall  incur  the  responsibility  provided  in  article  369  of  the  penal  code. 

The  Government  shall  notify  the  central  census  board  whenever  a  pardon  if 
granted. 

Art.  42.  The  punishment  for  infractions  shall  belong: 

(1)  To  the  presidents  of  the  function  or  session  in  which  they  are  committed. 

(2)  To  the  municipal  or  provincial  census  boards  in  which  they  are  connected, 
respectively;  with  the  acts  of  which  said  boards  or  their  presidents  are  to  take 
cognizance. 

The  municipal  boards  shall  not,  however,  order  any  punishment  in  the  case  of 
superior  boards,  but  if  they  understand  thut  the  provincial  board  has  committed 
any  infraction,  they  shall  immediately  notify  the  central  board,  that  it  may  reach  a 
proper  decision  in  the  matter. 

When  the  judges  fail  to  send  to  the  census  boards  the  documents  which  are  neces- 
sary for  the  preparation  or  correction  of  the  census,  according  to  the  regulations, 
said  boards  shall  so  inform  the  presiding  judge  of  the  proper  superior  court,  that  be 
may  inflict  the  punishment,  and  shall  send  a  report  thereof  to  the  central  Inuird. 

(3)  To  the  central  board,  the  rest. 

The  imposition  of  iines  shall  take  place  in  pursuance  of  a  written  decision  in  wbich 
the  grounds  therefor  shall  be  stated.  Those  imposed  in  pursuance  of  the  provisioos 
of  paragraph  1  of  this  article  or  by  the  municipal  board  may  be  appealed  from  before 
the  provincial  board  within  two  days  following  the  notification,  w^hich  board  (»ball 
confine  itself  to  affirming  or  annulling  the  decision. 

^  The  rescissory  decisions  of  the  provincial  board  and  those  of  that  board  in  the 
exercise  of  its  own  powers  may  be  appealed  from  within  the  same  term  to  the  central 
board,  which  may  increase,  diminish,  and  approve,  or  remit  the  fine  within  the  limit 
of  its  powers. 

Art.  43.  Presidents  of  electoral  colleges  or  of  boards  for  counting  votes,  muncipal 
boards  and  the  presidents  thereof,  shall  not  impose  a  fine  exceeding  100  pesetas 
(francs). 

Presidents  of  provincial  boards,  and  those  boards,  may  impose  a  fine  to  the  amonnt 
of  500  pesetas. 

The  central  board  and  its  president  may  impose  a  fine  to  the  amonnt  of  1,000  pesetas 

Art.  44.  The  payment  of  these  fines  shall  be  made  in  special  paper  which  ibe 
department  of  public  finance  shall  issue  for  the  purpose  and  shall  deliver  on  aceonot 
to  the  provincial  deputations,  collecting  thereon  a  duty  of  20  per  cent  of  its  valne. 
The  remainder  of  its  value  shall  be  paid  into  the  proper  provincial  treasury. 

If,  six  (lays  after  the  decision  shall  have  been  pronounced,  the  fine  shall  not  have 
^been  paid,  compulsion  shall  be  used  for  its  collection. 

In  case  the  person  fined  is  insolvent,  he  shall  suffer  imprisonment  at  the  rate  of 
one  day  for  each  5  pesetas  of  the  fine,  but  this  term  shall  not  exceed  10  days  wben 
the  fine  shall  have  been  imposed  by  the  municipal  board,  its  president,  or  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bureau;  it  shall  not  exceed  20  days  if  the  fine  shall  have  been  imposed 
by  the  provincial  board,  its  president,  or  by  the  boards  for  counting  votes,  and  it 
shall  not  exceed  30  days  if  the  fine  shall  have  been  imposed  by  the  central  board  or 
its  president. 

transient  provisions. 

First.  Within  the  three  days  following  the  publication  of  this  law  in  the  gazettes 
of  Havana  and  Puerto  Rico,  a  board  shall  be  formed  in  each  one  of  the  capitala  of 
the  island,  which  shall  be  called  the  insular  board  for  the  electoral  oensus.  It  shall 
be  composed  of  the  Governor-General,  who  shall  be  its  president ;  of  the  governmental 
divisions  of  th«  superior  courts  of  Havana  and  Puerto  Rico,  respectively;  of  two 
members,  chosen  by  the  Governor-General  from  amongthemost  infinential  residents, to 
represent  in  the  board  the  political  parties  of  the  island,  and  of  the  secretary  of  tb« 
general  government,  the  latter  to  have  the  right  of  discussion,  but  no  vote,  and  he 
shall  perform  the  duties  of  secretary.  Moreover,  the  civil  governor  of  Havana  shall 
be  a  member  of  the  insular  board  for  the  electoral  census  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

The  powers  of  these  boards  shall  be : 

(1)  To  inspect  and  direct  all  services  connected  with  the  preparation  and  preser- 
vation of  the  census. 


CUBAN    CORRESPONDBNCE.  67 

(2)  To  preserve  the  printed  copies  of  the  final  lists  which  shall  have  been  taken 
from  the  provincial  registers. 

(3)  To  oommnnicate,  through  the  president,  with  all  public  authorities  and 
officers. 

(4)  To  receive  and  decide  all  complaints  ^ihat  are  addressed  to  them. 

(5)  To  exercise  disciplinary  jurisdiction  over  all  persons  taking  part,  officially,  in 
eleetorul  operations,  imposing  fines  to  the  amount  of  1,000  pesetas,  which,  the  case 
arising,  shall  be  collected  by  their  order,  by  judges  of  first  instance. 

(6)  To  settle  questions  that  mav  arise  in  connection  with  the  execution  of  this 
Iftw  and  its  regulations,  adapting  tne  provisions  of  both  to  the  condition  of  the  island 
so  as  to  secure  independence  and  a  genuine  vote. 

The  insular  board  of  Cuba  shall,  moreover,  issue  such  orders  as  it  may  think 
proper,  for  the  holding  of  elections  in  those  dL>tricts  in  which  the  state  of  the  insur- 
rection shall  not  permit  the  taking  of  the  electoral  census  in  time,  or  to  hold  such 
elections  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  law  and  the  regulations  for  its  execu- 
tion. For  this  purpose  each  of  the  districts  in  question  shall  appoint  delegates  who, 
together  with  seven  of  the  largest  taxpayers  on  agricultural  and  manufacturing 
property,  and  seven  capacities  (?)  shall  proceed  to  hold  the  election,  according  to 
sncn  instruction  as  may  be  conimunicatea  to  them  by  the  insular  board. 

Second.  In  execution  of  the  provisions  of  article  4  of  tRis  law,  before  the  26th  day 
of  December  next,  the  presiding  judges  of  the  superior  courts  shall  appoint  the  mag- 
istrates who  are  to  preside  over  the  provincial  electoral  census  boards,  and  the  officers 
who  are  to  preside  over  the  municipal  boarda  in  those  localities  in  which  there  are 
nojndges  of  first  instance. 

Third.  In  order  that  the  elections  may  be  held  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  the  new 
political  and  administrative  officers  may  perform  their  functions  in  the  islands  of 
Cnba  and  Puerto  Kico,  the  following  shall  be  the  mode  of  procedure : 

On  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1898,  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  president  of  the  municipal 
electoral  census  board,  having  been  appointed  by  the  superior  court  of  the  province, 
■hall  proceed,  in  the  hall  of  sessions  of  the  municipal  district,  and  in  public  session, 
to  organize  said  municipal  board  in  the  manner  provided  in  Art.  4  of  this  law. 

The  alcalde  shall  then  state  the  result  of  the  last  census,  and  shall  deliver  to  the 
president  of  the  board  a  duplicate  list,  in  alphabetical  order,  and  with  correlative 
numbering  of  all  the  inhabitants  above  25  years  of  age  whose  names  appear  in  said 
census,  in  which  shall  be  stated  their  ages,  residences,  and  occupations,  and  whether 
they  are  able  to  rea<l  and  write.  All  the  sheets  belonging  to  this  list  shall  be 
slfinaed  by  the  alcalde  and  the  secretary  of  the  municipal  board. 

The  president  on  his  own  responsibility  shall  immediately  cause  one  of  the  copies 
of  this  list  to  be  posted  in  the  usual  place  for  municipal  edicts  and  proclamations, 
and  shall  at  the  same  time  make  known  by  a  proclamation  or  through  the  crier 
that,  on  the  5th  of  the  aforesaid  month  of  January,  at  8  a.  m.,  the  municipal  census 
board  shall  meet  in  public  session  in  the  hall  of  sessions  of  the  municipal  board. 

Before  the  said  5th  day  of  January  the  judges  of  first  instance  shall  send  to  the 

S residents  of  the  respective  municipal  census  boards  a  certified  list  of  the  judicial 
eeisions  which  affect  the  electoral  capacity  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  municipal 
district,  and  the  municipal  judges  shall  send  a  list,  likewise  certified,  of  the  afore- 
said inhabitants  who  shall  have  died  since  the  date  of  the  last  quinquennial  census. 

On  the  5th  day  of  January,  the  municipal  board  shall  organize,  in  public  session, 
at  the  time  and  in  the  place  aforesaid,  and  the  president  shall  lay  on  the  table  the 
list  of  residents  prepared  by  the  alcalde,  the  last  census,  and  the  certificates  sent  in 
by  the  judges. 

The  board  shall  hear  all  representations  that  shall  be  made  concerning  enroll- 
ments, exclusions,  and  corrections.  For  claims  with  regard  to  enrollment  it  shall  be 
sufficient  to  furnish  evidence  by  means  of  two  witnesses  that  the  person  whose 
enrollment  in  the  list  is  desired  possesses  the  requisites  that  are  legally  required  to 
make  him  an  elector. 

The  public  session  being  terminated,  the  junta  shall  proceed  to  the  preparation  of 
the  following  lists: 

1.  A  list  of  all  the  inhabitants  who  possess  the  right  to  vote,  according  to  the 
censos  list. 

2.  A  list  of  those  who  have  died  since  said  list  was  prepared  according  to  the  data 
famished  by  the  respective  municipal  judges. 

3.  A  list  of  those  who  are  disqualified. 

These  lists  shall  be  published  as  provided  for  in  the  first  paragraph  of  this  resolu- 
tion, for  the  three  following  days,  during  which  time  an  appeal  may  be  taken  to  the 
provincial  board. 

In  the  same  session  the  municipal  board  shall  order  the  division  of  the  voters  of 
the  municipal  district  into  sections  if  their  number  shall  exceed  500,  assigning  to 
each  section  a  number  approximately  eqnal,  according  to  the  conditions  of  each 
locality. 
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This  having  been  done,  a  copy  shall  be  made  in  duplicate  from  the  first  list  in  alpha- 
betical order  of  the  names  of  the  voters  of  each  municipal  district,  divided  intosee- 
tious,  and  these  copies  shall  constitute  the  Unal  lists.  On  the  9th  of  January  one  of 
them  shall  be  trausmitted,  together  with  a  certitieate  of  the  order  for  the  division 
of  the  municipal  district  into  sections,  and  of  the  complaints  which  have  been  pre- 
sented, to  the  provincial  census  board,  which  shall  adopt  such  decisions  as  it  may 
think  proper,  making  the  proper  modiiications  for  the  case  arising,  and  shall  eaose 
to  be  printed  in  the  Boletin  the  lists  of  the  voters  of  the  province  before  the  20lh 
of  January. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  list  tot  each  municipal  district.,  authorized  by  the  president 
and  secretary  of  the  provincial  board,  shall  be  transmitted^  certified,  the  leaves 
being  all  under  seal,  to  the  respective  president  of  the  municipal  board,  who  shall 
inform  the  board,  and  who  shall  cause  to  be  posted  in  a  public  place  for  three  days, 
a  copy  of  that  document,  which  shall  be  placed  in  the  archives.  The  president  and 
secretary  of  the  junta  shall  be  responsible  for  the  absolute  correctness  of  this  copy. 

Similar  copies  shall  also  be  transmitted  by  the  president  of  the  provisional  board 
to  the  authorities  that  are  declared  by  the  regulations  to  be  entitled  to  receive  them. 

There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  the  decisions  adopted  by  the  provincial  boards  ia 
virtue  of  this  temporary  provision,  excei>tinK  a  complaint  to  the  insular  board. 

The  day  previous  to  that  appointed  for  the  first  elections  to  be  held  after  the 
promulgation  of  this  law  the  municipal  census  boards  shall  meet  and  order  the 
enrollment  in  the  electoral  lists  of  those  who  have  applied  for  it  up  to  that  date 
who  have  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  show  that  they  possess  uie  conditioni 
which  this  law  requires  in  order  that  they  may  vote. 

Those  enrolled  by  virtue  of  these  orders  or  by  the  decisions  of  the  ^sular  board 
shall  exercise  their  right  in  the  section  in  which  they  are  domiciled. 

Fourth.  Until  a  new  division  shall  have  been  made  in  the  electoral  districts  for 
deputies  to  the  Cortes  in  the  teixitory  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico,  the 
one  now  existing  shall  remain  in  force. 

The  insular  electoral  census  boards  shall  divide  the  territory  of  the  ialands  into 
districts  and  sections  for  the  election  of  representatives,  pursuant  to  the  royal  decree 
of  this  date. 

Approved  by  Her  Majesty.  Sagasta. 

Madrid,  November  S5, 1897.  • 


Articles  of  the  electoral  law  of  the  Peninsula  oj  June  t5, 1890,  in  the  farm  in  whi6h  the^f 
are  to  be  enforced,  according  to  article  IS  of  the  law  of  Cuba  ana  Puerto  Eico. 

Art.  4.  The  following  are  indispensable  requirements  for  admission  aa  a  dnpaty 
to  the  congress : 

1.  To  possess  the  qualifications  required  by  article  29  of  the  oonstitntion  on  the 
day  on  which  the  election  in  the  electoral  district  is  held. 

2.  To  have  been  elected  and  declared  elected  in  an  electoral  district,  or  in  the  con- 
gress, in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  law  and  those  of  the  regulations  of 
uat  body. 

3.  Not  to  be  disqualified  by  any  reason  of  personal  incapacity  for  holding  the  offiee 
on  the  day  on  which  the  election  is  held. 

4.  Not  to  be  included  in  any  of  the  cases  established  by  the  law  concerning  die- 
qualifications. 

Art.  5.  Disqualified  for  admission  as  deputies,  although  validly  elected,  are: 

1.  Those  found  to  be  included  in  any  of  the  cases  mentioned  in  article  2  of  this  law. 
The  rehabilitation  mentioned  in  No.  2  of  article  2  of  this  law  must  be  secured  for 

the  eligibility  of  a  deputy  at  least  two  years  previous  to  his  election. 

2.  Contractors  for  works  or  public  services  paid  for  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the 
province  or  municipality ;  those  who,  as  the  result  of  such  contracts,  have  claiois 
pending  in  their  own  interest  against  the  administration  and  in  the  sureties  and 
partners  of  such  contractors.  This  incapacity  is  to  be  understood  as  relating  solelj 
to  the  district  or  section  in  which  the  work  or  public  service  is  performed. 

3.  Those  who  fill,  or  have  filled  within  a  year,  in  the  district  or  section  in  whicli 
the  election  is  held,  any  office,  charge,  or  commission,  by  appointment  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  who  have  exercised  authority  in  a  popular  election,  among  whom  are  ineladad 
presidents  of  deputations,  and  deputies  who,  during  the  previous  year,  have  been 
members  of  provincial  commissions. 

Excepted  from  this  are  the  ministers  of  the  Crown  and  ofilcers  of  the  central 
administration  of  the  islands  and  of  the  peninsula. 

The  disqualifications  referred  to  in  No.  3  are  confined  to  the  votes  cast  in  the  die- 
teiot  or  section  or  within  the  limit  of  the  authority  or  functions  with  which  the 
deputy  has  been  invested. 
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Art.  6.  When  a  deputy  ehall  become  disqnnliiied  after  admission  to  the  congress 
from  any  of  the  causes  enumerated  in  Art.  5,  his  incapacity  shall  be  declared  and 
he  shall  immediately  forfeit  his  office. 

Art.  7.  Those  who  already  hold  the  office  of  deputy  to  the  cortes  shall  not  be 
admitted  to  the  same  congress  by  virtue  of  a  partial  election  unless  they  have 
resigned  the  same  before  notice  nas  been  given  to  the  district  of  such  partial 
election. 

Art.  8.  The  office  of  deputy  to  the  cortes  is  cratnitous  and  voluntary,  and  may  be 
resided  before  and  after  taking  the  oath  of  office;  but  no  resignation  shall  be 
admissible  without  the  previous  approval  by  the  congress  of  the  deputy's  certificate 
of  election. 

Art.  22.  In  districts  in  which  a  deputy  is  to  be  elected  no  elector  shall  have  the 
right  to  vote  for  more  than  one  person;' when  more  than  one  and  as  many  as  four 
are  to  be  elected  he  shall  have  the  right  to  vote  for  one  less  than  the  number  to  be 
elected ;  for  two  less  if  more  than  four  are  to  be  elected,  and  for  three  less  if  more 
than  eight  are  to  be  elected. 

Art.  37.  The  following  candidates  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint  supervisors  for 
ite  electoral  bureaus  of  the  precincts  comprising  the  district  or  section : 

1.  Ex-deputies  to  the  Cortes,  who  have  represented  the  same  district  or  any  other 
on  the  island. 

2.  Those  who  have  been  candidates  in  the  same  district  in  former  elections  and 
obtained  at  least  one-fifth  of  all  the  votes  cast. 

3.  Ex-senators  elected  bv  the  island  to  which  the  district  or  section  belongs. 

4.  Candidates  for  the  office  of  deputy  to  the  Cortes,  proposed  by  means  of  tickets 
signed  by  electors  of  the  respective  district  or  section,  or  by  notarial  instruments,  in 
the  preparatilbn  of  which  a  competent  officer  has  taken  part,  the  number  of  such 
electors  being  equal  to  at  least  one-twentieth  of  the  entire  number  of  those  included 
in  the  final  list  of  the  district  or  section. 

Art.  73.  Only  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  shall  it  be  possible  to  pro- 
ceed to  a  partial  election  for  deputy  in  one  or  more  districts,  or  because  the  post  of 
representative  of  such  district  or  districts  has  become  vacant. 

Art.  74.  For  the  districts  which,  according  to  this  law,  are  to  elect  three  or  more 
deputies,  it  shall  be  understood  that  there  is  a  vacancy  in  their  representation  in 
the  Cortes  only  when,  for  any  reason,  at  least  two  deputies  fail  to  act  as  such. 

Art.  75.  The  royal  decree  convoking  the  electoral  colleges  of  one  or  more  districts 
for  the  partial  election  of  deputies  to  the  Cortes  shall  be  published  in  the  Gaceta 
de  Madrid  within  eight  days,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  communication  of  the 
reeolution  of  Congress.  In  the  said  royal  decree  the  day  shall  be  fixed  on  which  the 
election  shall  take  place,  and  that  day  shall  not  be  fixed  before  twenty  or  after 
thirty  days,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  convocation.  The  royal  decree  shall  be 
simnltaneously  published  in  the  gazettes  of  Havana  and  Puerto  Rico,  according  to 
circumstances,  the  proper  order  being  communicated  for  that  purpose  by  telegraph 
to  the  respective  governors-general  of  the  two  Antilles. 

Art.  76.  The  partial  election  shall  take  place  on  the  day  appointed,  according  to 
the  procedure  and  in  the  form  prescribed  by  this  law  for  general  elections. 

Art.  77.  Congress,  exercising  the  prerogative  belonging  to  it  according  to  article 
34  of  the  constitution,  shall  examine  and  judge  of  the  legality  of  the  elections 
according  to  the  procedure  provided  by  its  regulations,  and  shall  admit  as 
deputies  those  who  are  found  to  have  been  legally  elected  and  proclaimed  in  the 
districts,  if  they  possess  the  capacity  necessary  to  enable  them  to  discharge  the 
daties  of  the  office,  and  are  not  disqualified  in  any  of  the  ways  defined  by  law. 

Art.  78.  In  the  case  of  an  election  in  which  the  votes  for  each  candidate  are  equal 
in  number,  if  only  one  of  the  candidates  who  have  received  the  same  number  of 
TotcB  shall  possess  legal  fitness  to  be  deputy  he  shall  at  once  be  proclaimed  and 
admitted,  provided  that  the  election  is  approved. 

He  who  IS  shown  to  be  legall}*^  elected  snail  likewise  be  at  once  admitted  and  pro- 
claimed by  Congress  if  there  shall  be,  in  the  certificate  of  election,  protests  which 
seem  justified  against  the  votes  cast  for  the  other  one  or  more  candidates  having  an 
emial  number  of  votes. 

If  there  are  no  such  differences,  that  one  of  the  candidates  having  an  equal  number 
of  votes  shall  be  proclaimed  deputy  who — 

(1)  Has  most  frequently  filled  the  office; 

(2)  Who  has  filled  it  for  the  longest  time ; 

(3)  Who  is  the  oldest  in  years. 

Art.  79.  The  certificates  of  the  ballot  board  having  been  sent  to  the  central  board, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  article  69,  shall  be  delivered  by  the  latter,  as  they 
come  into  his  possession,  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  Congress,  at  whose  disposal 
that  board  shall,  in  all  cases,  hold  the  other  documents  relating  to  certificates  of 
election. 

Art.  80.  The  deputies  elect  or  presumptive,  who  have  proclaimed  by  the  examin- 
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ing  boards  (ballot  boards)  at  general  elections,  shall  present  their  respective  creden- 
tials within  two  months,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Cortes.  For 
those  proclaimed  elected  at  partial  elections  the  time  shall  be  rrckoned  from  the  day 
of  their  proclamation  by  the  examining  board  (ballot  board).  It  shall  be  understood 
that  he  who  does  not  present  his  credentials  within  the  period  fixed  by  this  article 
resigiiB  his  office,  and,  consequently,  a  vacancy  in  the  district  or  college  concerned 
shali  be  declared  after  Congress  shall  have  decided  concerning  the  legality  of  the 
election. 

Akt.  81.  If  the  same  individual  shall  be  found  to  have  been  elected  by  two  or  more 
districts  at  the  same  time,  he  shall  make  choice  before  Congress  of  one  of  them  within 
eight  days  after  the  last  of  his  certiticates  of  election  shall  have  been  approved,  if 
he  shall  then  have  been  admitted  as  a  deputy,  or  within  thirty  days  if  otherwise. 

in  default  of  a  choice  within  either  term^  the  district  that  belongs  to  him  shall  be 
decided  by  lot  in  Congress,  and  a  vacancy  shall  be  declared  with  respect  to  the 
others. 

Akt.  82.  The  electors  and  the  candidates  who  have  taken  part  or  been  concerned 
in  an  election  may  have  recourse  to  Congress  at  any  time  before  the  approval  of  the 
respective  certificates  of  election  with  such  complaints  as  they  may  desire  to  presrat 
with  regard  to  the  validity  or  result  of  such  mection,  or  with  regard  to  the  legal 
qualifications  of  the  deputy  elect  previous  to  his  having  been  admitted. 

Art.  83.  When,  in  order  to  be  able  to  appreciate  and  judge  of  the  legality  of  an 
election  concerning  which  complaint  is*  made  before  Congress,  it  shall  be  thooffht 
necessary  to  make  some  negotiations  in  the  locality  where  such  election  was  h^d, 
the  president  of  the  chamber  shall  give  and  directly  communicate  orders  to  the  judi- 
cial magistrate  of  the  territory  whom  he  may  think  proper  to  commission  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  commissioned*  magistrate  shall  consult  with  the  said  President  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty  without  any  necessity  for  the  intervention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Art.  84.  After  an  election  has  been  approved  by  Congress  and  the  deputy  elected 
b^  it  has  been  admitted,  no  complaint  e3iall*  be  received,  nor  shall  any  subsequent 
discussion  be  permitted  respecting  the  validity  of  the  said  election,  or  regarding  the 
legal  fitness  of  the  deputy,  unless  on  account  of  Incapacity  that  has  occurred  since 
his  admission. 

Approved  by  Her  Majesty. 

Sagasta. 

Madrid,  November  35,  1897, 


[From  the  Qaceta  de  Madrid,  Saturday,  November  27,  1897.] 

Official. — President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers. 

statement. 

Madam  :  In  endeavoring  to  solve  the  problem  of  introducing  colonial  autonomy  into 
the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Kico,  which  task,  together  with  that  of  the  padfi- 
cation  of  the  territory  of  Cuba,  constitutes  the  engagements  which  the  Government 
has  contracted  with  the  nation,  th^  ministers  think  that  detailed  explanations  aod 
comments  on  the  complex  matters  embraced  in  the  plan  should  give  way  to  a  tem- 
perate but  full  statement  of  its  fundamental  character,  or  of  the  spheres  of  action 
to  which  it  extends  and  of  the  consequences  which,  in  their  opinion,  must  be  the 
result  of  the  r<^gime  which  they  propose  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  government  of  the 
Spanish  Antilles. 

Criticism  and  analysis  will  speedily  elucidate  all  that  relates  to  the  details;  tlie 
essential  ideas  and  the  inspiration  of  the  decree  have  their  appropriate  place  here 
and  at  this  time  only. 

This  is  the  more  necessary  since  the  first  and  most  essential  condition  of  snoceM 
in  reforms  of  this  kind  is  absolute  sincerity  of  purpose.  With  this  sincerity  the 
Government  has  examined  the  best  form  of  an  autonomic  constitution  for  the  islands 
of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico,  and  it  hopes  clearly  to  demonstrate,  in  these  observations, 
that  the  intention  and  the  results  have  gone'haud  in  hand. 

It  was  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  clearly  to  est-ablish  the  principle,  to  develop  it 
m  its  entirety,  and  to  surround  it  with  every  guaranty  of  success,  because,  when 
It  is  sought  to  intrust  the  direction  of  affairs  to  peoples  that  have  reached  the  a«e 
of  virility,  either  no  mention  of  autonomy  should  be  made  to  them  or  it  should  be 
given  to  them  complete,  with  the  conviction  that  they  are  started  on  the  right  road 
with  the  restrictions  or  shackles  which  are  born  of  distrust  and  suspicion.  Either 
the  defense  of  nationality  is  confided  to  repression  and  force  or  it  is  turned  over  to  a 
reconciliation  of  affection  and  tradition  with   interest,  and  this  reconciliation  ii 
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strengthened  according  as  it  is  developed  by  the  advantages  of  a  system  of  govern- 
ment that  teaches  and  gives  evidence  to  the  colonies  that  nnder  no  other  will  it  be 
possible  for  them  to  attain  a  higher  degree  of  welfare,  security,  and  greatness. 

This  being  the  case,  it  wa»  a  condition  esseniial  to  the  attainment  of  the  purpose 
had  iu  view  to  seek  for  that  principle  a  practical  form  and  one  that  was  intelligible 
to  the  people  that  had  to  be  governed  by  it.  and  the  Government  found  this  in  the 
programme  of  that  insular  party,  considerable  in  numbers,  but  still  more  important 
by  reason  of  its  intelligence  and  perseverance,  the  predictions  of  which  party  have, 
for  twenty  years  past,  made  the  people  of  Cuba  familiar  with  the  spirit,  the  pro- 
cedure and  the  great  importance  of  the  serious  innovation  which  they^  are  called 
upon  to  introduce  into  their  political  and  social  life. 

It  is  asserted  by  the  foregoing  that  the  project  is  in  nowise  theoretical,  and  that 
it  is  not  an  imitation  or  copy  of  other  colonial  constitutions  which  have  been  justly 
regarded  as  models  in  the  matter,  for  although  the  Government  has  carefully  con-  ' 
sidered  what  those  instruments  teach  it  realizes  that  the  institutions  of  peoples 
which,  in  their  history  and  their  race,  differ  so  mnoh  from  that  of  Cuba,  can  not 
take  root  where  they  have  neither  precedent  nor  atmosphere,  nor  that  preparation 
which  is  the  outgrowth  of  education  and  belief. 

The  problem  liaving  been  thus  defined,  inasmuch  as  the  question  was  to  give  an 
autonomic  constitution  to  a  Spanish  territory  peopled  by  a  Spanish  race  and  civi- 
lized by  Europe,  there  was  no  longer  any  doubt  as  to  the  decision  to  be  reached; 
antononiy  had  to  be  developed  according  to  the  ideas  and  the  programme  which 
bears  that  name  in  the  Antilles,  without  eliminating  anything  of  its  contents,  and 
especially  without  altering  its  spirit,  but  rather  by  completing  and  harmonizing  it 
and  giving  it  greater  guaranties  of  stability,  as  should  be  done  by  the  government 
of  a  mother  country  which  feels  itself  called  to  establish  such  a  programme,  from  a 
conviction  of  its  advantages,  from  a  desire  to  carry  peace  and  tranquillity  to  those 
highly  prized  territories,  and  from  a  consciousness  of  its  own  responsibility,  not  only 
to  the  colonies,  but  also  to  its  own  vast  interests  which  time  has  connected  and 
woven  together  in  the  impenetrable  net  of  years. 

Being  thus  sore  of  the  torm  which  best  fitted  its  design,  the  Government  found  it 
easy  to  distinguish  the  three  aspects  ofl'ered  by  the  establishment  of  an  autonomic 
constitution.  In  the  first  place,  the  sacred  interests  or  the  mother  country,  which, 
being  alarmed  and  distrustful  on  account  of  the  course  pursued  by  many  of  her 
sons,  and  wonnded  bj'-  the  ingratitude  of  those  who  put  more  trust  in  the  selfishness 
of  the  speculator  than  they  do  in  brotherly  afifection,  desires  above  all  things  that 
the  change  for  which  she  is  prepared  should  draw  closer  and  strengthen  the  bond  of 
sovoreignty,  and  that  in  the  midst  of  a  blessed  peace  the  interests  of  all  her  sons, 
which  are  not  at  variance  with  each  other,  although  they  may  be  at  times  different, 
should  be  harmonized  and  developed  by  the  tree  consent  of  all. 

Next  are  to  be  considered  the  aspirations,  the  needs,  and  the  desires  ot  our  colonial 
population,  which  is  anxi<ms  to  be  treated  like  an  unfortunate  daughter  instead  of 
being  crushed  like  an  enemy,  which  is  obedient  to  the  call  of  afiection,  and  ready  to 
rebel  like  Spaniards  against  the  brutal  imposition  of  exterminating  force.  These 
people  expect  from  the  mother  country  a  form  iu  which  their  initiative  may  be 
molded  and  a  moile  of  procedure  that  may  authorize  them  to  manage  their  own 
interests. 

And  finally,  this  vast  and  interesting  mass  of  relations  created  of  interests  devel- 
oped in  that  long  past  which  nobody,  still  less  a  Government,  is  at  liberty  to  disre- 
gard or  forget,  and  whose  preservation  and  development  involve  the  fulfillment  of 
the  destiny  of  our  race  in  America,  and  the  glory  of  the  Spanish  flag  in  lands  that 
were  discovered  and  civilized  by  our  ancestors. 

These  three  orders  of  ideas  find  their  answer  in  the  fundamental  provisions  of  the 
draft  submitted  to  yonr  Majesty  for  approval.  To  the  first,  that  is,  to  the  point  of  view 
of  the  mother  country,  belong  the  questions  of  sovereignty  which  have  been  confided 
to  the  highest  authorities  of  the  Spanish  nation.  The  representation  and  authority 
of  the  King,  who  is  the  nation  itself,  the  command  of  the  army  and  navy,  the  admin- 
istration of  justice,  diplomatic  understanding  with  America,  the  constant  and  benefi- 
cent relations  between  the  colony  and  the  mother  country,  the  pardoning  power 
and  the  upholding  and  defense  of  the  constitution  are  intrusted  to  the  Governor- 
General  as  the  King's  representative,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  council  of  min- 
isters. Nothing  that  is  essential  has  been  forgotten ;  the  authority  of  the  central 
power  is  in  nowise  diminished  or  abated. 

The  insular  aspect  is,  in  its  turn,  developed  in  a  manner  as  full  and  complete  us 
could  be  desired  by  those  who  are  most  exacting,  in  central,  provincial,  and  munici- 
pal autonomy:  in  the  application  without  reserve  or  equivocation  of  the  parlia- 
mentary system ;  in  the  powers  of  the  insular  chambers  and  in  the  creation  of  a 
responsible  government,  at  the  ]iead  of  which,  and  forming  the  supreme  bond  of 
nationality  as  regards  the  executive  power,  again  appears  the  Governor-General  who, 
on  the  one  hand,  presides  through  responsible  ministers  over  the  development  of 
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colonial  life,  and,  on  the  other,  associates  and  connects  it  with  the  general  life  of 
the  nation. 

And  that  third  aspect,  in  which  is  recapitulated  the  history  of  the  relatioot 
between  the  Antilles  and  the  mother  country,  and  within  which  their  commerce, 
their  credit,  and  their  wealth,  must  also  be  developed,  is  defined  in  a  aeries  of  pro- 
visions of  a  permanent  character,  which  connects  the  two  executive  powers — the 
insular  and  the  national,  and  at  times,  their  chambers — in  such  a  manner  that  at 
every  moment  they  lend  each  other  mutnal  aid,  and  assist  each  other  in  developing 
the  common  interests. 

And  all  this  manifold  and  complex,  though  not  complicated,  system  is  sanctioned 
and  rendered  practical  by  a  series  of  guaranties  of  associations  of  constant  under- 
standings and  public  discussious  which  will  absolutely  prevent,  so  far  as  it  is  allow- 
able for  man  to  predict  that  which  is  to  come,  unyielding  dilemmas,  insnrmonnUbls 
difficulties,  and  collisions  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother  country. 

This  is  a  point  of  so  great  importance  that  the  Government  would  certainly  have 
subordinated  all  other  questions  to  it  if  such  subordination  had  been  necessary, 
which  it  can  not  be,  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  fear  it,  since  the  bases  of  the  new 
regime  are  established  npon  haimony  of  interests,  scrnpulons  respect  for  the  rights 
of  others,  and  the  desire  in  the  mother  country  unremittingly  to  aid  the  develop- 
ment, prosperity,  and  peaceful  aggrandizement  of  her  beautiful  Antilles,  which 
desire  the  Government  does  not  doubt  will  be  fully  shared  there. 

This  does  not  mean  that  no  ((uestions  will  arise  in  which  the  two  spheres  of  action 
will  be  confounded,  and  that  there  will  be  no  legitimate  doubts  as  to  which  is  the 
predominant  interest  in  them,  or  that  there  will  not  be,  after  the  donbts,  more  or 
less  of  passionate  discussion.  In  no  colony  enjoying  autonomy  has  this  failed  to 
happen;  in  none  has  the  case  arisen  in  which  the  central  Government  wasalwajs 
and  systematicalljr  in  accord  with  the  acts  of  the  colonial  government.  Long  is  the 
list  of  the  legislative  enactments  of  Canada  which  have  been  vetoed  by  the  Britiih 
Government,  and  curious  and  exceedingly  interesting  is  the  listof  jndicinl  decisions 
which  have  defined  the  diverse  jurisdictions  of  the'r  local  assemblies,  either  among 
themselves  or  with  their  governors.  This  has  been  the  case  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  great  decentralization,  the  antecedents  of  Canadian  history,  and  freedom  of 
trade  greatly  simplify  the  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

The  excellence  of  the  system,  however,  lies  in  the  fact  that  when  such  cases  arise, 
and  especially  when  they  are  frequent,  the  balance  of  power  both  within  the  colo- 
nial constitution  and  in  the  relations  of  the  colony  to  the  mother  country  is  sach 
that  a  remedy  is  always  to  be  had,  that  a  basis  of  niiderstanding  is  never  lacking, 
and  that  a  common  ground  is  always  to  be  fonnd  on  which  interests  are  either  har- 
monized or  their  antagonism  is  settled  or  the  will  of  the  people  bows  to  the  decision 
of  the  courts. 

If,  therefore,  the  rights  which  are  recognized  by  the  constitution  as  belonging  to 
the  citizens  are  violated  or  their  interests  are  disregarded  by  the  town  boards  and 
deputations  which  are,  in  their  turn,  .within  the  system,  entirely  autonomous,  the 
courts  of  justice  will  defend  and  uphold  them;  if  corporations  go  beyond  their  pow- 
ers, or  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  executive  power  undertakes  to  impair  what  the 
constitution  of  the  kingdom  or  the  provisions  of  this  decree  declare  to  be  powers 
belonging  to  the  town  boards  or  the  provincinal  corporations,  the  accnsed  partj 
has  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  courts  of  the  island,  and  as  a  last  resort  to  the  supreme 
court,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  settle  disputes  of  jurisdiction  between  the  Gove^lo^ 
General  and  the  colonial  parliament,  whoever  may  have  given  rise  to  such  disputes; 
both  will  have  the  same  rights  to  complain  and  to  seek  legal  redress  for  their  wrougs 

Thus,  whatever  difficulties  may  arise  from  the  establishment  of  a  system,  or  be 
the  outgrowth  of  its  exercise,  will  be  decided  by  the  courts,  which  have  been,  since 
ancient  Rome  down  to  modern  England,  the  most  progressive  source  of  right,  and 
which  have  afforded  the  most  flexible  procedure  for  the  harmonization  of  the  grow- 
ing demands  of  real  life  and  the  slow  process  of  legislation. 

Thus  the  autonomic  constitution  which  the  Government  proposes  for  the  islands 
of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  is  not  exotic  or  copied,  nor  is  it  an  imitation.  It  is  an 
organization  aui  f/enerittf  conceived  and  upheld  by  the  natives  of  the  Spanish  Antilles, 
gladly  inscribed  by  the  liberal  party  in  their  programme  in  order  that  the  nation 
might  know  what  it  had  to  expect  from  that  party  when  it  should  come  into  power, 
and  characterized  by  a  feature  which  no  colonial  n'^gime  has  thus  far  presented,  viz: 
that  the  Antilles  can  be  wholly  autonomous,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  and  at 
the  same  time  have  their  representatives  and  form  a  part  of  the  national  parliament 

So  that,  while  the  representatives  of  the  insular  people  direct  from  their  local 
chambers  the  special  interests  of  their  country,  others  elected  by  the  same  people 
aid  and  cooperate  in  the  Cortes  in  the  making  of  those  laws  in  whose  mould  srs 
formed  and  unified  the  different  elements  of  Spanish  nationality.  And  thij*  is  not  § 
snaall  or  paltry  advantage;  still  less  does  it  furnish  ground  for  snrprise,  as  i^oiM 
might,  perhaps,  think,  because  this  present  of  the  deputies  from  the  Antilles  in  the 
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Cortes  is  a  close  bond  of  the  natiouality  which  is  raised  above  all  the  unities  which 
lire  in  its  bosom,  now  sonsht  as  one  of  the  greatest  political  steps  in  advance  of  onr 
day  by  the  autonomous  English  colonies,  which  are  anxious  to  take  part  in  an 
Imperial  Parliament  in  the  supreme  function  of  legislators  and  directors  of  the  great 
British  Empire. 

This  form,  therefore,  which  is  characteristic  of  the  system  now  adopted  by  Spain, 
while  it  gives  it  its  own  meaning,  signifies,  if  not  a  step  in  advance,  such  as  those 
engendered  by  the  present  time*  an  advantage  which  circumstances  ofier  us  as  a  just 
compensation  for  the  immense  disasters  which  our  colonial  history  recounts. 

The  Gk>vemment  frankly  acknowledges  that  for  the  success  of  its  work  public  dis- 
cussion in  Parliament  would  have  been  better,  together  with  the  analysis  of  public 
opinion  in  the  press,  on  the  lecture  platform,  and  in  books;  but  it  is  not  its  fault,  as 
it  was  not  that  of  the  previous  Government,  if  the  pressure  of  circumstances  compels 
it  to  do  without  this  precious  guaranty.  Yet  if  the  party  which  now  serves  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Crown  and  the  country  in  the  Government  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  to 
approve,  in  its  day,  the  initiative  taken  by  the  conservative  party,  or  in  voting  for 
the  appropriation  which  it  asked  from  the  Cortes,  it  has  a  right,  now  that  the  weight 
of  circumstances  is  still  heavier  than  it  was  then,  to  hope  that  public  opinion  will 
approve  to-day  the  course  pursued  by  it,  and  that  the  Cortes  will  do  so  to-morrow. 

For  this  reason  it  does  not  hesitate  to  face  the  responsibility,  and  it  intends  to  put 
into  immediate  action  and  practice  the  solutions  which  are  implied  in  the  present 
decree  with  the  same  sincerity  with  which  it  has  prepared  it,  thus  removing  the  sus- 
picion of  any  indecision  in  its  course  or  of  reservations  in  its  promises.  If  the  regime 
shall  be  found  wanting  in  practice  for  lack  of  good  faith  in  anybody  it  will  never 
be— and  we  are  proud  to  proclaim  this — the  fault  of  the  men  who  are  actuated  above 
all  things  by  the  noble  desire  to  pacify  their  country. 

The  Government  thinks  that  it  has  thus  said  everything  necessary  to  make  known 
the  genesis,  the  inspiration,  and  the  character  of  the  plan  which,  establishing  in  Cuba 
and  Puerto  Rico  an  antonomic  regime,  it  now  submits  to  Your  Majesty. 

To  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  constitution  of  the  Monarchy,  the  plan  will 
certainly  not  present  any  great  diftlculties,  for  the  Government  has,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, taken  for  its  guide  the  organic  system  of  that  instrument,  the  division  of  its 
title8,  and  even  its  wording.  The  moditlcations  of  the  constitutional  articles  are 
accessory  and  circumstantial;  the  additions  respond  to  its  specialty  and  seek  to 
secure  the  efficiency  of  its  provisions  and  the  facility  of  their  execution. 

Doubtless  something  will  remain  to  be  done,  and  some  reforms  will  be  needed; 
this  will  be  shown  simultaneously  by  the  defense  of  its  provisions  and  the  criticisms 
made  thereon,  and  gradually  the  good  grounds  upon  which  both  are  based  will  be 
ascertained;  this  will  render  it  possible  to  incorporate  what  is  good  in  the  plan  and 
to  reject  what  does  not  harmonize  with  its  fundamental  ideas  when  the  time  comes 
for  it  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Cortes. 

Let  it  be  nnderatood,  nevertheless,  that  the  Government  will  not  eliminate  from 
it,  nor  will  it  consent  that  anything  be  eliminated  that  goes  to  form  colonial  liberties, 
guarantees,  and  privileges,  because  being  prepared  to  complete  its  work  or  to  throw 
Dght  upon  doubts,  it  does  not  intend  that  when  it  presents  its  plan  for  parliamentary 
sanction  the  concessions  made  shall  sutfer  any  impairment,  nor  can  it  consent  to  do 
so  if  it  has  a  majority  in  the  chambers. 

But  though  all  that  the  Government  considers  necessary  to  expliiin  in  the  general 
lines  of  the  decree  has  been  set  forth  in  the  foregoing,  it  still  deems  it  indispensa- 
ble, for  reasons  which  will  readily  be  understood,  to  fix  the  sense  of  the  articles 
which  refer  to  autonomy  with  regard  to  the  tariff,  and  which  refer  to  the  debt  w^hich 
bnrdens  the  Cuban  treasury. 

The  export  trade  from  the  Peninsula  to  Cuba,  which  amounts  to  about  $30,000,000 
per  annum,  and  which,  moreover,  furnishes  ground  for  important  combinations  for 
navigation  on  the  high  seas,  has  hitherto  been  subjected  to  an  exceptional  regime 
which  is  absolutely  incompatible  with  the  principle  of  colonial  autonomy. 

This  implies  the  power  to  regulate  the  conditions  of  its  import  and  export  trade  and 
to  have  free  control  of  its  custom-houses.  To  refuse  these  privileges  to  Cuba  or  Puerto 
Rico  would  be  tantamount  to  nullifying  the  value  of  the  principles  laid  down;  to 
endeavor  to  defekt  their  object  would  be  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  the  nation. 
What  it  behooves  the  Government  to  do,  alter  recognizing  the  principle  in  its 
entirety,  is  to  endeavor  to  cause  the  transition  to  take  place  without  violence  or 
ii^inry  to  the  interests  which  have  been  developed  under  the  old  system,  and  for 
this  purpose  to  pave  the  way  to  an  understanding  with  the  governments  of  the 
Antilles. 

The  most  earnest  advocates  of  autonomy  have  never  denied  the  willingness  of 
those  countries  to  recognize,  in  behalf  of  <;enninely  national  industry  and  commerce, 
a  margin  that  should  secure  that  market  to  them. 

This  assurance  has  always  been  given  by  their  representatives  in  the  Cortes,  and  is 
still  given  by  their  representatives  in  the  Cortes,  and  |s  still  given  by  all  parties  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  according  to  statements  which  the  GaVemment  considers  irrecusable. 
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Complaints  arose,  not  from  the  existence  of  discriminating  duties,  but  from  the  fact 
that  those  duties  were  too  high,  and  that  this  prevented  the  Antilles  from  securing 
the  markets  which  they  needed  for  their  rich  and  abundant  productions,  and  from 
the  lack  of  reciprocity.  Thus,  as  no  insurmountable  difficulties  exist,  there  is  ground 
for  saying  that  an  understanding  is  more  than  possible;  that  it  is  certain,  especially 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  exports  from  the  peninsula  to  Cub»  connist  of  about 
fifty  articles  of  the  four  hundred  that  are  specified  in  the  tariff,  aud  that  of  these 
fifty  many,  owing  to  their  special  character,  and  owiu^  to  the  customs  and  tastes  of 
the  Cubans,  will  never  have  reason  to  fear  the  competition  of  foreign  articles. 

The  mauufacturers  and  shipowners  of  the  Peninsula  have  no  cause  for  alarm 
owing  to  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  autonomv,  which,  while  it  modifies  the 
conditions  on  which  the  tariff  is  based,  does  not  alter  the  essential  iMsea  of  the 
economic  relations  between  Spain  aud  the  Antilles.  There  will  doubtless  be  some 
difficulties  to  be  harmonized,  or  it  will  be  necessary  to  settle  the  inevitable  differ- 
ences accompanying  any  change  of  the  mercantile  r^^gime;  it  will  be  necessary  to 
combine  both  tariffs  in  some  way;  but  neither  are  the  interests  of  Cuba  opposed  to 
those  of  the  Peninsula,  nor  is  it  to  any  one's  interest  to  diminish  the  commercial 
relations  existing  between  the  two  countries. 

If  then  the  insular  government  were  already  established,  and  if  with  it  it  had 
been  possible  to  agree  upon  a  system  of  mercantile  relations,  this  onestion  would 
not  have  assumed  proportions  which  it  does  not  possess;  nor  would  there  be  any 
cause  for  predicting  ruin  and  disaster:  the  facts  would  put  suppositions  to  silence. 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  Government  has  thonght  that  in  order  to  quiet  alarm,  it  wu 
proper  for  it  to  anticipate  events,  and  that  instead  of  leaving  the  settlement  of  the 
question  to  the  natural  working  of  the  new  constitution,  it  was  proper  t-o  fix  withont 
further  delay  the  bases  of  our  future  mercantile  relations.  In  doing  this  aud  with 
a  view  to  removing  all  cause  of  distrust,  it  has  gone  so  far  as  to  fix  a  maximum  for 
the  differential  duties  that  are  to  be  obtained  by  peninsular  gooiis,  offering,  as  was 
right  and  just,  the  same  rates  to  insular  productions. 

The  basis  of  the  understanding  having  been  fixed  and  determined,  the  principle  of 
autonomy  having  been  guaranteed,  the  equality  of  powers  having  been  established 
in  an  unquestionable  manner  in  the  procedure  that  is  to  be  observed,  and  the  spirit 
which  actuates  those  islanders  being  known,  the  negotiation  will  be  easy  and  iti 
results  will  be  advantageous  to  both  parties. 

As  to  the  debt  which  burdens  the  Cuban  treasury,  either  directly  or  owing  to  the 
guarantee  which  it  has  given  to  that  of  the  Peninsula,  and  which  the  latter  bean 
analogously,  the  justice  of  dividing  it  in  an  equitable  manner  when  the  termination 
of  the  war  shall  render  it  possible  to  fix  its  definitive  amount  is  not  to  be  doubted 
for  a  moment. 

This  debt,  let  us  hope,  will  not  be  so  enormous  as  to  amount  to  an  insupportable 
burden  upon  the  energy  of  the  nation,  nor  is  the  nation  so  lacking  in  resourees  that 
it  needs  to  feel  alarm  &t  the  prospect  before  it.  A  country  which  during  the  psst 
few  months  has  given  such  strong  evidence  of  virility  and  social  discipline;  a  terri- 
tory like  that  of  Cuba,  which,  even  in  the  midst  of  its  political  convulsions  aud  of 
war  scarcely  interrupted  for  thirty  years,  has  produced  so  great  wealth  by  cnltirat- 
iug  only  a  small  part  of  its  fertile  soil,  and  which  has  done  this  by  its  own  strength 
alone,  with  few  institutions  of  credit,  struggling  against  sugar  on  which  a  bounty  ii 
paid,  the  American  market  being  closed  to  its  manufacturecftobacco,  and  at  the  same 
time  chanjj^ing  slave  labor  into  free  labor,  may  calmly  contemplate  the  payment  of 
its  obligations  and  inspire  it-s  creditors  with  contidence. 

Consequently,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  it  is  important  to  think  fron 
this  time  forward  of  the  manner  in  which  the  debt  is  to  be  paid,  rather  than  of  its 
division,  applying  the  economic  methods  of  our  day  to  the  gpreat  wealth  which  the 
soil  of  Cuba  secures  to  agriculturists  and  which  the  bowels  of  the  earth  secure  to 
miners,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  extraordinary  facilities  offered  to  the  commerce 
of  the  world  by  the  insular  form  and  the  geographical  situation  of  what  has  rightly 
been  called  the  *'  Pearl  of  the  Antilles." 

If  no  legislation  can  yet  be  enacted  concerning  these  things,  it  is  proper  to  bear 
them  in  mind  very  careifully  and  to  pay  uuK^h  attention  to  them,  since  it  has  occurred 
to  others  who  certainly  can  not  be  charged  with  being  visionary  "or  forming  illn- 
sions — it  has  occurred*  to  them,  I  say,  to  take  advanta<:e  of  this  great  germ  of 
wealth,  not,  indeed,  for  the  benefit  of  Spain  or  to  uphold  her  sovereignty;  when 
they  do  this,  it  would  be  fooling  not  to  follow  their  example  aud  not  to  convert  into 
a  redemption  of  the  past  and  a  guaranty  of  the  future  what  has  perhaps  been  an 
incentive  to  war  and  the  origin  in  a  great  measure  of  the  evils  which  we  are  now 
so  eagerly  seeking  to  remedy. 

Basing  its  action  on  these  considerations,  the  Government  has  the  honor  to  submit 
the  inclosed  draft  of  a  decree  to  Your  Majesty  for  approval. 
Madam,  at  Your  Majesty's  royal  feet, 
_,  "  pRAXSDBs  Mateo  Sagasta. 

Madrid,  November  So,  1897, 
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ROYAL  DRCREE. 

By  the  advice  and  consent  of  my  council  of  ministers.  In  the  name  of  my  august 
son.  King  Alfonso  XIII,  and  as  Queen  Regent  of  the  Kingdom,  I  decree  as  follows : 

Title  I. — Of  the  government  and  administration  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Bico. 

Article  I.  The  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  shall  hereafter  be  governed  and 
administered  in  accordance  with  the  following  provisions : 

Explanatory  note. 

To  facilitate  the  understanding  of  this  decree  and  to  prevent  confusion  as  regards 
the  legal  value  of  the  terms  therein  used  the  following  definitions  must  be  remem- 
bered: 

Executive  central  power :  The  Kin^  with  his  council  of  ministers. 

Spanish  Parliament:  The  Cortes  with  the  King. 

Spaniiih  Chambers :  The  Congress  and  the  Senate. 

Central  Government:  The  council  of  ministers  of  the  Kingdom. 

Colonial  parliament:  The  two  chambers  with  the  Governor-General. 

Colonial  chambers:  The  council  of  administration  and  the  chamber  of  represen- 
tatives. 

Colonial  legislative  assemblies:  The  council  of  administration  and  the  chamber  of 
lepresen  tati  ves. 

Governor-General  in  council:  The  Governor-General,  with  bis  secretaries. 

Instructions  of  the  Governor-General:  Those  which  he  received  when  he  waa 
appointed  to  his  post. 

Statute :  Colonial  provision  of  a  legislative  character. 

Colonial  statutes:  The  colonial  legislation. 

Legislation  or  general  laws :  The  legislation  or  laws  of  the  Kingdom. 

Art.  2.  The  government  of  each  one  of  the  islands  shall  be  composed  of  an  insular 
parliament,  divided  into  two  chambers,  and  of  a  governor-general  representing  the 
mother-country,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  latter,  shall  exercise  supreme  authority-. 

Title  II. — Of  the  insular  chambers. 

Art.  3.  The  insular  chambers,  together  with  the  governor-general,  shall  have 
power  to  legislate  concerning  colonial  affairs  in  the  manner  and  on  the  terms  pro- 
vided by  law. 

Art.  4.  The  islands  shall  be  represented  by  two  bodies,  whose  power  shall  be 
equal,  viz :  The  chamber  of  representatives  and  the  council  of  administration. 

Art.  5.  The  council  shall  be  composed  of  35  members,  of  whom  18  shall  be  elected 
in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  electoral  law,  and  the  remaining  17  shall  be  desig- 
nated by  the  King^  and  in  his  name  by  the  governor-general,  from  among  those  pos- 
sessing the  requirements  enumerated  in  the  following  articles : 

Art.  6.  To  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  council  of  administration  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  be  a  Spaniard ;  to  have  attained  the  age  of  35  years ;  to  have  been  born  in 
the  island,  or  to  have  resided  there  uninterruptedly  for  four  years;  not  to  be  under 
criminal  prosecution ;  to  be  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  one's  political  rightu;  not  to 
have  one^  property  embargoed;  to  have  had  for  two  or  more  years  an  income  of 
one*8  own  amounting  to  $4,000,  and  to  have  no  part  in  contracts  with  the  central 
government  or  with  that  of  the  island. 

Stockholders  in  joint-stock  companies  shall  not  be  considered  as  having  a  contract 
with  the  government,  although  the  society  to  which  they  belong  may  have  one. 

Art.  7.  Those  who,  in  addition  to  the  requirements  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
article,  possess  any  one  of  the  following,  may  be  elected  or  designated  as  members 
of  the  council  of  administration : 

(1)  Being  or  having  been  a  senator  of  the  Kingdom,  or  having  the  requirements 
specified  in  Title  III  of  the  constitution  for  the  discharge  of  the  duty  of  that  ofiSce. 

(2)  Having  discharged  for  two  years  the  duties  of  one  of  the  offices  mentioned 
below : 

That  of  presiding  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  Havana,  or  of  the  Government 
attorney  attached  to  that  court;  that  of  rector  of  the  University  of  Havana;  that 
of  a  member  of  the  old  council  of  administration ;  president  of  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce of  the  capital;  president  of  the  Economic  Society  of  Friends  of  the  Country, 
of  Havana;  president  of  the  Club  of  Landholders;  president  of  the  Tobacco  Manu- 
facturers' Union;  president  of  the  League  of  Merchants,  Manufacturers,  and  Agri- 
cnltnrists  of  Cuba;  dean  of  the  Illustrious  College  of  Lawyers,  of  the  capital; 
alcalde  of  Havana;  president  of  its  provincial  deputation  for  two  terms  of  two 
years  each,  or  president  of  a  provincial  deputation  for  three  such  terms;  dean  of  any 
of  the  cathedral  cabildos. 
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(3)  The  following  persons  may  likewise  be  elected  or  designated :  Land  owners 
-whose  names  appear  in  the  list  of  the  50  largest  taxpayers  on  land  held  by  them,  or 
in  that  of  the  iirst  50  for  trade,  professions,  industry,  and  arts. 

Art.  8.  The  appointment  of  the  members  of  the  council  whom  the  Crown  roa^ 
designate  shall  take  place  by  special  decrees,  in  which  the  gronnd  on  which  (he 
appointment  is  based  shall  always  be  stated. 

The  members  of  the  council  thus  appointed  shall  hold  their  office  dnring  life. 

One-half  of  the  elective  members  of  the  council  shall  be  renewed  every  tive  yean, 
and  all  shall  be  renewed  whenever  the  Governor-General  shall  dissolve  the  council 
of  administration. 

Art.  9.  The  reqnirements  necessary  to  be  appointed  or  elected  councilor  of  admin- 
istration may  be  changed  by  a  law  of  the  kingdom  at  the  request  or  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  insular  chambers. 

Art.  10.  Members  of  the  council  of  administration  shall  accept  no  offic«  and  no 
title  or  decoration  while  the  sessions  last,  but  both  the  local  and  the  central  gor- 
emment  may  confer  upon  them,  within  their  respective  office  or  categories,  such 
commissions  as  the  public  service  may  require. 

The  office  of  secretary  of  the  government  shall  be  excepted  from  the  provisiooB 
contained  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs. 

Title  IV. — Of  ih^ahamher  of  representativei. 

Art.  11.  The  chamber  of  representatives  shall  be  composed  of  the  persons  named 
by  the  electoral  boards  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  and  in  the  proportion  of  one 
to  every  25,000  inhabitants. 

Art.  12.  In  order  to  be  elected  a  representative  it  is  necessary  to  be  a  Spanisid, 
not  in  clerical  orders,  of  full  age,  to  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  aU  one's  civil  rights,  to 
have  been  born  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  or  to  have  resided  there  for  four  years,  and  not 
to  be  under  a  criminal  prosecution. 

Art.  13.  Representatives  shall  be  elected  for  five  years,  and  may  be  reelected 
indefinitely. 

The  insular  chamber  shall  decide  with  what  functions  the  office  of  representatiTe 
is  incompatible,  and  shall  determine  in  what  cases  a  representative  may  be  reelected. 

Art.  14.  Representatives  upon  whom  the  central  or  local  government  shall  confo 
a  pension,  an  office,  a  promotion  out  of  the  regular  course,  a  commission  with  salary, 
honors  or  decorations,  shall  cease  to  hold  thsir  office,  without  the  necessity  of  any 
declaration  if,  within  the  fifteen  days  immediately  following  their  appointment,  they 
do  not  inform  the  chamber  that  they  decline  to  accept  the  nivor  conferred. 

What 'is  contained  in  the  foregoing  paragpraph  does  not  include  representatives 
who  are  appointed  government  secretaries. 

Title  Vv — Of  the  manner  in  ichich  the  insular  chambers  are  to  perform  their  funcUJmtf 

and  of  the  relations  between  them  both. 

Art.  15.  The  chambers  shall  meet  every  year.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Kin|, 
and  in  his  name  of  the  Governor-General,  to  convoke  or  suspend  them,  to  close  their 
sessions,  and  to  dissolve  separately  or  simultaneously  the  chamber  of  representative! 
and  the  council  of  administration,  with  the  obligation  to  convoke  them  again  or  to 
renew  them  within  three  months. 

Art.  16.  Each  one  of  the  colep^islative  bodies  shall  draw  up  its  own  regulatiom 
and  shall  examine  both  the  qualifications  of  the  persons  who  compose  them  and  the 
legality  of  their  election. 

Until  the  chamber  of  representatives  and  the  council  of  administration  shall  have 
approved  their  regulations,  they  shall  be  governed  by  the  regulations  of  the  congress 
of  deputies  or  by  those  of  the  senate,  respectively. 

Art.  17.  Both  chambers  shall  choose  their  president,  vice-presidente,  and  secre- 
taries. 

Art.  18.  One  of  the  two  legislative  bodies  shall  not  be  in  session  nnless  the  other 
is  also.  , 

The  case  is  excepted  in  which  the  council  of  administration  shall  perform  judicisl 
functions. 

Art.  19.  The  insular  chambers  shall  cot  deliberate  together  or  in  presence  of  the 
Governor-General. 

Their  sessions  shall  be  public,  although  in  cases  in  which  secrecy  is  required  each 
one  may  hold  a  secret  session. 

Art.  20.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor-General,  through  the  govemmentel 
secretaries,  just  as  it  shall  be  that  of  each  one  of  the  two  chambers,  to  initiate  and 
propose  the  colonial  statutes. 

Art.  21.  The  colonial  statutes  concerning  taxes  and  public  credit  shall  be  firtt 
laid  before  the  chamber  of  representatives. 
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Art.  22.  Resolutions  in  each  one  of  the  co-legislative  bodies  shall  be  taken  by  a  plu- 
rality of  votes;  but  in  order  to  pass  enactments  of  a  legislative  character,  the  pres- 
ence of  one-half  plus  one  of  the  total  number  of  members  composinff  it  shall  be 
required.  The  presence  of  one-third  of  the  members  shall,  however,  be  sufficient 
for  deliberation. 

Art.  23.  In  order  that  a  resolution  may  be  understood  to  have  been  passed  by  the 
insular  parliament,  it  shall  be  necessary  for  it  to  have  been  approved  both  by  the 
chamber  of  representatives  and  by  the  council  of  administration. 

Art.  24.  The  colonial  statutes,  when  approved  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  fore- 
going article,  shall  be  laid  before  the  Governor-General  by  the  officers  of  the  respective 
chambers  for  his  sanction  and  promulgation. 

Art.  25.  The  members  of  the  council  of  administration  and  those  of  the  chamber 
of  representatives  shall  be  inviolable  as  regards  their  opinions  and  votes  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  their  office. 

Art.  26.  The  members  of  the  council  of  administration  shall  not  be  prosecuted  or 
arrested  without  a  previous  resolution  of  the  conncil,  unless  when  they  are  taken 
in  flagrante  delicto  or  when  the  council  is  not  in  session ;  but  in  all  cases  a  report 
stfall  be  made  to  that  body  as  speedily  as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may  reach  a 
proper  determination.  The  representatives  shall,  moreover,  not  be  prosecuted  or 
arrested  during  the  sessions  of  the  chamber  without  its  permission,  unless  they  are 
taken  in  flagrante  delicto;  but  in  this  case,  and  in  that  of  their  being  prosecuted  or 
arrested  when  the  chambers  are  closed,  a  report  shall  be  made  as  speedily  as  possible 
to  the  chamber  of  representatives,  for  its  information  and  decision. 

The  superior  court  of  Hairana  shall  take  cognizance  of  criminal  cases  against 
members  of  the  council  and  representatives,  in  such  cases  and  in  such  manner  as 
the  colonial  statutes  provide. 

Art.  27.  The  guarantees  provided  in  the  foregoing  article  shall  not  be  applicable 
to  cases  in  whicn  a  member  of  the  council  or  a  representative  shall  declare  that  he 
is  the  author  of  articles,  books,  pamphlets,  or  printed  matter  of  any  kind  in  which 
soldiers  are  incited  to  sedition,  or  m  which  the  Governor-General  is  insulted  or 
slandered,  or  an  attack  is  made  upon  the  national  integrity. 

Art.  28.  The  relations  between  the  two  chambers  shall  be  regulated,  until  further 
orders,  bv  the  law  concerning  the  relations  between  both  colegislative  bodies  bearing 
date  of  July  19,  1837. 

Art.  29.  In  addition  to  holding  the  colonial  legislative  power,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  insular  chambers : 

(1)  To  administer  to  the  Governor-General  the  oath  that  he  will  uphold  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws  which  guarantee  the  autonomy  of  the  colony. 

(2)  To  make  effective  the  responsibility  of  the  governmental  secretaries  who, 
wh^n  accused  by  the  chamber  of  representatives,  shall  be  tried  by  the  council  of 
administration. 

(3)  To  address  the  central  Government  through  the  governor-general  in  order  to 
propose  to  it  the  abrogation  or  modification  of  the  laws  of  the  Kingdom  which  are  in 
force,  to  request  it  to  present  drafts  of  laws  concerning  determinate  mattery,  or  to 
request  it  to  adopt  resolutions  of  an  executive  character  on  subjects  which  interest 
the  colony. 

Art.  30.  In  all  cases  in  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  governor-general,  the  national 
interests  may  be  affected  by  the  colonial  statutes,  the  presentation  of  drafts  of  min- 
isterial initiative  shall  be  preceded  by  their  communication  to  the  central  Govern- 
ment. 

If  the  project  shall  be  the  outgrowth  of  parliamentary  initiative,  the  colonial  Gov- 
ernment shall  ask  for  the  postponement  of  the  discussion  until  the  central  Govern- 
ment shall  have  expressed  its  opinion. 

In  both  cases  the  correspondence  that  has  passed  between  the  two  govemmei^ts  shall 
be  conmiunicated  to  the  chambers  and  shall  be  published  in  the  Gazette. 

Art.  31.  Conflicts  of  jurisdiction  between  the  different  municipal  assemblies,  pro- 
vincial and  insular,  or  with  the  executive  power,  which  owing  to  their  nature  shall 
not  be  referred  to  the  central  Government^  shall  be  submitted  to  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice, in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  decree. 

Title  VI. — Of  the  powers  of  insular  parliament. 

Art.  32.  The  insular  chambers  shall  have  power  to  legislate  concerning  all  matters 
that  have  not  been  specially  and  determinately  reserved  to  the  Cortez  of  the  King- 
dom or  the  central  Government,  according  to  the  present  decree  or  to  the  provisions 
that  may  hereafter  be  adopted  as  provided  in  article  2  additional. 

Consequently,  the  enuiueration  presuming  no  limitation  of  their  powers,  it  shall 
be  their  duty  to  decide  concerning  all  matters  that  belong  to  the  ministries  of  gr&ce 
and  Justice,  government,  finance  and  fomento,  in  its  three  divisions,  public  works, 
education,  and  agriculture. 
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It  shall  likewiHe  be  their  duty  to  obtain  special  iDforination  with  regard  to  all 
matters  of  a  pnrely  local  nature  which  principally  affect  the  colonial  territory ;  and 
in  this  sense  they  may  decide  concerning  adniiuistrative  organization  and  diTision, 
whether  territorial,  provincial,  municipal,  or  judicial;  concerning  public  health, 
both  on  sea  and  laud ;  concerning  public  credit,  banks,  and  the  monetary  system. 

These  powers  are  to  be  understood  as  not  interfering  with  those  belonging,  in  con- 
nection with  the  same  matters,  according  to  law,  to  me  colonial  executive  power. 

Art.  33.  It  shall  likewise  be  the  duty  of  the  insular  parliament  to  prepare  the 
regulations  for  the  execution  of  those  laws  enacted  by  the  Cortes  of  the  kingdom 
that  shall  be  expressly  confided  to  it.  In  this  sense  it  specially  belongs  to  it  (and  it 
may  do  so  at  its  very  first  meeting)  to  decide  concerning  electoral  procedure,  the 
preparation  of  the  census,  the  qualifications  of  electors,  and  the  manner  in  which 
elections  shall  be  held;  but  its  decisions  shall  in  nowise  affect  the  rights  of  citizens 
as  they  are  recognized  by  the  electoral  law. 

Art.  34.  Although  the  laws  relating  to  the  administration  of  justice  and  tb« 
organization  of  the  coarts  are  of  a  general  character,  and  therefore  obligatory  apoo 
the  colony,  the  Colonial  Parliament  may,  subject  to  theni^  adopt  such  rules  or  pro- 
pose to  the  Central  Government  such  measiires  as  may  facilitate  the  entrance,  ntA- 
tioix,  and  promotion  in  the  local  courts  of  the  na4ivesof  the  Island,  or  of  those  who 
practice  the  legal  profession  there.  The  Goveruor-General  in  cooncil  shall  exercise 
the  powers  which,  as  regards  the  appointmeut  of  legal  officers,  sabordinates,  and 
assistants,  and  as  regards  other  matters  connecte<l  with  the  administration  of  justice^ 
are  now  exercised  by  the  ministry  of  the  colonies  so  far  as  the  Island  of  udba  is 
concerned. 

Art.  35.  It  shall  be  an  exclusive  power  of  the  Insular  Parliament  to  prepare  the 
local  budget  both  of  expenditures  and  receipts,  and  to  prepare  that  of  the  receipts 
necessary  to  meet  the  portion  of  expense  of  the  national  budget  which  is  payable 
by  the  Island. 

To  this  effect,  the  Governor-General  shall  lay  before  the  Chambers,  before  the 
month  of  January  of  each  year,  the  budget  for  the  following  fiscal  year,  divided 
into  two  parts,  the  first  of  which  shall  contain  a  statement  of  the  receipts  neceesary 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  sovereignty ;  the  second,  the  expenditures  and  receipts 
which  properly  belong  to  the  colonial  administration. 

Neither  of  tne  chambers  shall  deliberate  concerning  the  colonial  budget  withoat 
having  definitely  passed  upon  the  portion  relating  to  tne  expenses  of  sovereignty. 

Art.  36.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom  to  decide  what  are  to 
be  considered,  from  their  nature,  as  obligatory  expenses  inherent  in  sovereignty,  and 
also  to  fix  every  three  years  the  amount  thereof  and  the  receipts  necessary  to  meet 
them,  the  Cortes  having  always  the  right  to  change  this  provision. 

Art.  37.  The  negotiation  of  treaties  of  commerce  affecting  the  Island  of  Cab*, 
whether  they  are  due  to  the  initiative  of  the  insular  government  or  to  that  of  the 
central  Government,  shall  always  be  conducted  by  the  latter,  assisted  in  both  cases 
by  special  delegates,  duly  authorized  by  the  colonial  government,  the  conformity 
of  which  treaties  to  what  has  been  agreed  upon  shall  be  shown  when  they  are  liid 
before  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom. 

These  treaties,  if  they  shall  be  approved  by  the  Cortes,  shall  be  published  as  laws 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  as  such  they  shall  remain  in  force  in  the  territory  of  the  Island. 

Art.  38.  Treaties  of  commerce  in  the  negotiation  of  which  the  Insular  GoTem- 
ment  shall  not  have  taken  part  shall  be  communicated  to  it  when  they  shall  become 
laws  of  the  Kingdom,  in  order  that  it  may,  within  three  months,  declare  whether  it 
desires  to  adhere  to  their  stipulations  or  not.  In  case  of  its  desiring  to  adhere  to 
them  the  Governor-General  shall  publish  a  statement  to  that  efi'ect  in  the  Gazette  la 
a  colonial  statute. 

Art.  39.  It  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  the  Insular  Parliament  to  prepare  the  tariff 
and  to  designate  the  duties  to  be  paid  on  goods,  both  when  imported  into  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Island  and  when  exported  therefrom. 

Art.  40.  By  way  of  transition  from  the  present  regime  to  that  for  which  provisios 
is  hereby  made,  and  without  prejudice  to  what  may  be  agreed  upon  at  the  proper 
time  by  the  two  Governments,  commercial  relations  between  the  Peninsula  and  the 
Island  of  Cuba  shall  be  governed  by  the  following  provisions: 

(1)  No  duty,  whether  of  a  fiscal  character  or  not,  and  whether  established  for 
imports  or  exports,  shall  be  differential  to  the  detriment  of  insular  or  peninsoltf 
productions. 

(2)  A  list  of  articles  of  direct  national  origin  shall  be  prepared  by  both  Govern- 
ments, for  which  articles  there  shall  be  established  by  common  consent  a  differentiil 
duty  on  those  similar  to  them  of  foreign  origin. 

In  another  similar  list,  prepared  in  the  same  manner,  those  productions  of  insulsr 
origin  shall  be  determined  which  are  to  receive  privileged  treatment  when  imported 
into  the  Peninsula.    The  rate  of  the  differential  duties  shall  likewise  be  determined. 

This  differential  duty  shall  in  no  case  exceed,  for  both  origins,  35  per  cent. 
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If,  in  the  preparation  of  both  lists  and  iu  the  fixing  of  the  protective  duties,  there 
shall  be  an  agreement  between  the  two  governments,  the  lists  shall  be  considered 
definitive  and  shall  be  adopted  at  once.  If  there  shall  be  any  disagreement,  the  point 
in  dispnte  shall  be  submitted  for  decision  to  a  commission  of  deputies  of  the  King- 
dom, consisting  equally  of  natives  of  Cuba  and  of  the  Peninsula.  This  commission 
shall  choose  its  president.  If  no  agreement  shall  be  reached  concerning  his  appoint- 
ment, the  oldest  officer  shall  preside.  The  president  shall  have  a  vote  by  virtue  of 
his  office. 

(3)  The  tables  of  valuations  for  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  two  lists  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  number  shall  be  adopted  by  common  consent,  and  shall  be  revised 
every  two  years  &  hearing  beinp^  granted  to  both  parties.  The  modifications  which 
it  shall  be  proper  to  make,  in  view  thereof,  in  the  tariff,  shall  be  at  once  carried  out 
by  the  respective  governments. 

Title  VII. 

Art.  41.  The  supreme  government  of  the  colony  shall  be  vested  in  a  governor- 
general^  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  King,  on  motion  of  the  council  of  ministers. 
In  this  capacity  he  shall  exercise,  as  a  vice-royal  patron,  the  powers  inherent  in  the 

Eatronate  of  the  Indies;  he  shall  have  the  chief  command  of  all  the  armed  forces, 
oth  naval  and  military,  in  the  island;  he  shall  be  the  representative  of  the  minis- 
istries  of  state,  war,  navy,  and  the  colonies ;  all  the  authorities  of  the  island  shall 
be  subordinate  to  him,  and  he  shall  be  responsible  for  the  preservation  of  order  and 
of  the  safety  of  the  colony. 

The  Governor-General,  before  assuming  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  make  oath 
before  the  King  that  he  will  perform  them  faithfully  and  lovally. 

Art.  42.  The  Governor-General,  as  the  representative  of  the  nation,  shall  perform 
by  himself,  and  assisted  by  his  secretaries,  all  the  duties  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
articles,  and  that  may  be  incumbent  upon  him  as  the  direct  representative  of  the 
King  in  matters  of  a  national  character.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor-General, 
as  the  representative  of  the  mother  country : 

(1)  To  designate  freely  the  employees  of  his  secretariat. 

(2)  To  publish,  execute,  and  cause  to  be  executed  on  the  island  the  laws,  decrees, 
treaties,  international  conventions,  and  other  instruments  emanating  from  the  legis- 
lative branch  of  the  Government,  and  likewise  the  decrees,  royal  orders,  and  other 
instruments  emanating  from  the  executive  branch  that  shall  be  communicated  to 
him  by  the  ministries,  whose  representative  he  is. 

When,  in  his  judgment,  and  that  of  the  secretaries  of  his  administration,  the 
decisions  of  Her  Majesty^s  Government  might  cause  injury  to  the  general  interests  of 
the  nation,  or  to  the  special  interests  of  the  island,  he  snail  suspend  their  publication 
and  execution,  making  a  report  thereof  and  of  the  causes  upon  which  his  decision  is 
based  to  the  proper  ministry. 

(3)  To  exercise  the  pardoning  power  in  the  name  of  the  King  within  the  limits 
which  shall  have  been  specially  marked  out  for  him  in  his  instructions,  and  to  sus- 
pend the  execution  of  capital  punishment  in  cases  iu  which  the  gravity  of  the  cir- 
cuinstanoes  may  demand  it.  or  the  urgency  of  the  case  may  not  allow  time  to  solicit 
and  obtain  pardon  from  Her  Majesty,  the  opinion  of  the  secretaries  being  heard  in 
all  cases. 

(4)  To  suspend  the  gnaranties  named  in  articles  4, 5, 6,  and  9,  and  paragraphs  1, 2, 
and  3  of  article  13,  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  to  enforce  the  laws  relative  to 
public  order,  and  to  take  all  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation of  peace  within,  and  of  security  outside  of  the  territory  that  is  intrusted  to 
him,  the  council  of  secretaries  being  previously  heard. 

(5)  To  take  care  that  justice  be  speedily  and  properly  administered  in  the  colony, 
in  iivhioh  it  shall  always  be  administered  in  the  name  of  the  King. 

(6)  To  comnninicate  directly  concerning  matters  of  external  policy  with  the  repre- 
sentatives, diplomatic  agents,  and  consuls  of  Spain  in  America. 

Correspondence  of  this  kind  shall  be  communicated  in  its  entirety  and  simultane- 
onsly  to  the  minister  of  state. 

Art.  43.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor-General,  as  the  superior  authority 
of  the  island  and  the  head  of  its  administration : 

(1)  To  take  care  that  the  rights,  powers,  and  privileges  recognized  or  hereafter  to 
be.  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  colonial  administration,  be  duly  respected  and 
npheld. 

(2)  To  sanction  and  publish  the  enactments  of  the  insular  parliament,  which  shall 
be  laid  before  him  by  the  president  and  secretaries  of  the  respective  chambers. 

When  the  Governor-General  shall  consider  that  an  enactment  of  the  insular  par- 
liament goes  beyond  the  powers  of  that  body,  violates  the  rights  of  citizens  which 
are  recognized  in  Title  I  of  the  constitution,  or  the  guarantees  fixed  by  law  for  the 
exercise  of  those  rights,  or  jeopardizes  the  interests  of  the  colony  or  of  the  State,  he 
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shall  send  the  enactment  to  the  council  of  ministers,  of  the  Kingdom  which,  in  i 
period  not  exceeding  six  months,  shall  approve  it  or  return  it  to  the  Governor- 
General,  with  a  statement  of  the  reasons  that  it  may  have  for  objecting  to  its  ssnc 
tion  and  promulgation.  The  insular  parliament,  in  view  of  these  reasons,  may  again 
deliberate  concerning  the  matter  and  modify  the  enactment,  if  it  thinks  proper, 
without  the  necessity  of  a  special  proposition. 

If  two  months  shall  pass  without  the  central  Government's  having  expressed  ito 
opinion  concerning  an  enactment  of  the  Chambers  that  shall  have  been  transmitted 
to  it  by  the  Governor-General,  that  officer  shall  sanction  and  promulgate  it. 

(3)  To  appoint,  suspend,  and  remove  the  employees  of  the  colonial  administration, 
on  motion  of  the  respective  secretaries  of  the  Govemment,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  laws. 

(4)  To  appoint  and  remove  freely  the  secretaries  of  the  Government. 

Art.  44.  No  order  of  the  Governor-General,  issued  in  his  capacity  as  representa- 
tive and  head  of  the  colony,  shall  be  carried  out  unless  it  is  countersigned  by  i 
secretary  of  the  government,  who,  by  this  act  alone,  becomes  responsible  therefor. 

Art.  45.  The  secretaries  of  the  government  shall  be  five : 

Grace,  justice,  and  of  the  interior. 

Finance. 

Public  instruction. 

Public  works  and  means  of  communication. 

Agriculture,  industrv,  and  commerce. 

The  secretary,  who  snail  be  appointed  by  the  Governor-General,  shall  be  president. 
The  Governor-General  may  likewise  appoint  a  president  without  a  determinite 
department. 

'rhe  insular  parliament  shall  have  power  to  increase  or  diminish  the  number  of 
the  secretaries  of  the  Government,  and  also  to  determine  what  matters  belong  to  the 
department  of  each. 

Art.  46.  The  secretaries  of  the  Government  may  be  members  of  the  chamber  of 
representatives  or  of  the  council  of  administration,  and  take  part  in  the  discuasioni 
of  both  bodies;  but  they  shall  only  have  a  vote  in  that  to  which  they  belong. 

Art.  47.  The  secretaries  of  the  Government  shall  be  responsible  for  their  acts  to  the 
insular  chambers. 

Art.  48.  The  Governor-General  shall  not  modify  or  revoke  his  own  orders  when 
they  shall  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Government,  whether  they  are  declaratory  of 
rights,  or  have  served  as  a  basis  for  a  judicial  decision,  or  shall  have  reference  to  his 
own  competency. 

Art.  49.  The  Governor-General  shall  not  delegate  the  powers  of  his  office  on  absent- 
ing himself  from  the  island  without  the  express  nermisaion  of  the  Government. 

In  cases  of  absence  from  the  capital,  which  shall  prevent  him  from  transacting 
business,  or  of  the  imnossibility  of  his  doing  so,  he  may  designate  a  person  or  per- 
sons to  act  in  his  steaa,  if  the  Government  shall  not  previously  have  done  so,  or  if,  in 
his  instructions,  there  is  no  provision  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  substitute. 

Art.  50.  The  supreme  court  shall  take  cognizance,  without  appeal,  of  all  charges 
defined  in  the  penal  code  that  shall  be  made  against  the  governor-general. 

The  council  of  ministers  shall  take  cognizance  of  any  malfeasance  in  office  com- 
mitted by  him. 

Art.  51.  The  Governor-General,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
various  articles  of  this  decree,  may  act  by  himself  and  on  his  own  responsibility, 
without  granting  a  hearing  to  the  secretaries  of  the  Government  in  the  following 
cases: 

(1)  When  the  question  is  of  the  transmission  to  the  Government  of  the  enact- 
ments of  the  insular  chambers,  especially  when  he  considers  that  the  rights  gnar- 
anteed  in  Title  I  of  the  constitution  of  the  monarchy  or  the  guarantees  provided  by 
law  for  their  exercise  are  violated  by  those  enactments. 

(2)  When  the  law  relative  to  public  order  is  to  be  executed,  especially  if  there  i« 
no  time  or  any  way  to  consult  the  central  government. 

(3)  When  the  question  is  of  the  execution  and  fulfillment  of  laws  of  the  Kingdom 
sanctioned  by  His  Majesty,  and  operative  in  all  the  Spanish  territory  or  that  of  it§ 
Government. 

A  law  shall  provide  for  the  procedure  and  means  of  action  that  may  be  used  in  each 
cases  by  the  Governor-General. 

Title  VIII. — Of  the  municipal  and  proHncial  regime. 

Art.  52.  Municipal  organization  shall  be  obligatory  in  every  center  of  populstiOT 
containing  more  than  1,000  inhabitants.  Localities  containing  a  smaller  popula- 
tion may  organize  services  of  a  common  character  by  special  agreements. 

Any  municipal  board  that  is  legally  coni'tituted  shall  have  power  to  legislate  con- 
K^'^V*?^  P^^lic  instruction,  communication  by  land,  river,  or  sea,  concerning  local 
nealth,  the  municipal  budgets^  and  to  appoint  and  remove  its  employees  at  wilL  ^ 
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Art.  53.  At  the  head  of  each  province  there  shall  be  a  deputation,  elected  in  the 
cnanner  provided  by  the  colonial  statutes  and  composed  of  a  number  of  members  in 
proportion  to  its  population. 

Art.  54.  The  provincial  deputations  shall  be  autonomous  in  everything  relating  to 
the  creation  and  dotation  of  establishments  of  public  instruction  and  charitable 
LDBtitutions,  provincial  means  of  communication  by  land,  river,  or  sea,  the  prepara- 
tion of  their  budgets,  and  the  appointment  nnd  removal  of  their  employees. 

Art.  55.  Both  the  municipal  Doards  and  provinces  may  freely  provide  for  the 
receipts  necessary  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  their  budgets  without  any  limitation 
)ther  than  that  of  making  them  halmonlze  with  the  general  system  of  taxation  of 
she  island. 

The  means  derived  from  the  provincial  budget  shall  be  independent  of  those 
lerived  from  the  municipal  budget. 

Akt.  56.  The  councilmen  elected  by  the  municipal  districts  shall  be  alcaldes  and 
acting  alcaldes. 

Art.  57.  The  alcaldeA  shall  perform  the  active  duties  of  the  municipal  administra- 
tion without  any  limitation  whatever,  as  executors  of  the  enactments  of  the  munic- 
pal  governments  and  as  their  representatives. 

Art.  58.  Both  the  councilmen  and  the  provincial  deputies  shall  be  civilly  respon- 
lible  for  any  injuries  that  may  be  caused  oy  their  acts. 

They  may  be  held  thus  responsible  before  the  ordinary  courts. 

Art.  59.  The  provisional  deputations  shall  freely  choose  their  presidents. 

Art.  60.  Elections  for  councilmen  and  provincial  deputies  shall  be  held  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  minorities  may  be  legitimately  represented  therein. 

Art.  61.  The  provincial  and  municipal  law  now  in  force  in  Cuba  shall  continue  in 
force  so  far  as  it  is  not  at  variance  with  the  provisions  of  this  decree,  until  the  colo- 
[lial  parliament  shall  decide  concerning  these  matters. 

Art.  62.  No  colonial  statute  shall  deprive  the  municipal  boards  or  the  deputations 
»f  the  powers  recognized  in  the  foregoing  articles  as  belonging  to  them. 

TiTUB  IX. — Of  guaraniee$  for  ike  e^faroemeni  of  the  colonial  oonttiiution. 
• 

Art.  63.  Any  citizen  may  apply  to  the  courts  when  he  thinks  that  his  rights  have 
been  violated  or  his  interests  injured  by  the  enactments  of  a  municipal  board  or  of  a 
provincial  deputation. 

The  CTOvemment  attorney,  if  he  shall  be  requested  to  do  so  by  the  agents  of  the 
colonial  executive  power,  snail  likewise  prosecute  before  the  courts  any  infractions 
of  law  or  abuses  of  power  that  may  have  been  committed  by  the  municipal  govern- 
ments and  the  deputations. 

Art.  64.  In  the  cases  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  article  the  following  courts  shall 
be  competent : 

For  complaints  against  the  municipal  hoards,  the  superior  court  of  the  territory. 

For  complaints  against  the  provincial  deputations,  the  superior  court  of  Havana. 

These  courts,  when  they  kave  to  decide  cases  of  abuses  of  power  by  the  aforesaid 
bodies,  shall  decide  in  full  court.  Appeal  may  be  taken  from  the  decisions  of  the 
territorial  courts  to  the  superior  court  of  Havana,  and  from  the  decisions  of  this 
latter  court  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  Kingdom. 

Art.  65.  The  privileges  granted  in  article  62  to  any  citizen  may  be  exercised  col- 
lectively by  means  of  a  public  action,  an  attorney  or  representative  being  appointed 
for  that  purpose. 

Art.  66.  Without  prejudice  to  the  powers  granted  to  him  in  Title  V,  the  Governor- 
General,  when  he  shall  think  proper,  may  have  recourse,  in  his  capacity  as  head  of 
the  colonial  executive  power,  to  toe  superior  court  of  Havana,  to  tne  end  that  that 
court  may  decide  conflicts  of  jurisdiction  between  the  colonial  executive  power  and 
the  legislative  chambers. 

Art.  67.  If  any  question  of  jurisdiction  shall  arise  between  the  insular  parliament 
and  the  Governor-General  in  his  capficity  as  representative  of  the  Central  Govern- 
ment, which,  on  petition  of  the  former,  shall  not  be  submitted  to  the  council  of 
ministers  of  the  Kingdom,  each  of  the  two  parties  may  submit  it  for  decision  to  the 
supreme  court  of  the  Kingdom,  which  shall  decide  in  full  court  and  without  appeal. 

Art.  68.  Decisions  having  reference  to  the  cases  provided  for  in  the  foregoing 
articles  shall  be  published  in  the  collection  of  colonial  statutes,  and  shall  form  part 
of  the  laws  of  the  island. 

Art.  69.  Any  municipal  enactment  having  for  its  object  the  contraction  of  munic- 
ipal loans  or  debts,  shall  have  no  executive  force  unless  it  shall  be  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  residents,  when  a  demand  to  this  effect  shall  have  been  made  by  one- 
third  of  the  members  of  the  municipal  boai'd. 

A  special  statute  shall  determine  the  amount  of  the  loan,  or  of  the  debt  which 
according  to  the  number  of  residents  of  the  municipal  district  shall  be  necessary,  in 
order  that  the  case  may  be  referred  to  the  vote  of  the  residents. 

H.  Doc.  406 6 


t 


82  CUBAN   CORRESPONDENCE. 

Art.  70.  All  provisions  of  a  legal  character^  emanating  from  the  colonial  parlia- 
ment or  the  coarts,  shall  be  compiled  under  the  name  of  colonial  statntea  in  a  leg- 
islative collection,  the  preparation  and  pnblication  of  which  shall  he  intmated  to 
the  Governor-General  as  head  of  the  colonial  execntive  power. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES. 

Article  1.  Until  colonial  statutes  shall  have  been  published  in  due  form  the  laws 
of  the  Kingdom  shall  be  considered  applicable. to  all  matters  that  are  to  be  acted 
upon  by  the  insular  government. 

Art.  2.  When  the  present  constitution  for  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  shall 
have  been  approved  by  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom,  it  shall  not  be  modified  other- 
wise than  by  a  law  and  at  the  request  of  the  insular  parliament. 

Art.  3.  The  provisions  of  the  present  decree  shall  be  enforced  in  their  entirety  in 
the  Island  of  Puerto  Rico ;  but  in  order  to  adapt  them  to  t}ie  population  and  the 
nomenclature  of  that  island  they  shall  be  published  in  a  special  deoree  for  Puerto 
Rico. 

Art.  4.  Contracts  relative  to  public  servicea  common  both  to  the  Antilles  and  the 
Peninsula  that  are  in  course  of  execution  shall  continue  in  their  present  form  until 
their  termination,  and  shall  be  governed  in  all  respects  by  the  conditions  of  the  con- 
tract. With  regard  to  contracts  that  have  not  yet  begun  to  be  executed,  but  have 
been  already  agreed  upon,  the  Governor-General  shall  consult  the  central  Govern- 
ment or  the  colonial  chambers,  if  necessary,  and  the  definitive  form  in  which  they 
shall  be  concluded  shall  be  determined  by  common  consent  between  the  two  govern- 
ments. 

transient  articles. 

Article  1.  In  order  to  accomplish  with  the  greatest  rapidity  possible,  and  with 
the  least  interruption  of  the  services,  the  transition  firom  the  present  svstem  to  that 
which  is  created  by  this  decree,  the  Governor-General,  when  he  shall  think  that  the 
proper  time  has  arrived,  shall,  after  consulting  the  central  Government,  appoint 
ihe  Government  secretaries  to  whom  reference  is  made  in  article  45,  and*with  them 
shall  conduct  the  interior  p^overnment  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  until  the  insular  cham- 
bers shall  have  been  constituted. 

The  secretaries  anpointed  shall  cease  to  hold  their  offices  when  the  Governor-  ; 
General  shall  take  nis  oath  of  office  before  the  insular  chambers,  when  they  shall  j 
immediately  be  replaced  by  the  Governor  with  persons  who,  in  his  opinion,  most 
fuUy  represent  the  majorities  of  the  chamber  of  representatives  and  of  the  conncil 
of  administration. 

Art.  2.  The  manner  of  meeting  the  expenditures  occasioned  by  the  debt  whieh 
now  burdens  the  Spanish  and  the  Cuban  treasury,  and  that  which  shall  hare  been 
contracted  until  the  time  of  the  termination  of  the  war,  shall  form  the  subject  of  a 
law  wherein  shall  be  determined  the  part  payable  by  each  of  the  two  treasnriei 
and  the  special  means  of  payine  the  interest  thereon,  and  of  the  amortiiation 
thereof,  and,  if  necessary,  of  paylog  the  principal. 

Until  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom  shall  decide  this  point,  there  shall  be  no  change 
in  the  conditions  on  which  the  aforesaid  debts  have  been  contracted,  or  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  and  amortization,  or  in  the  guarantees  of  said  debts,  or  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  payments  are  now  made. 

When  the  apportionment  shall  have  been  made  by  the  Cortes,  it  shall  be  for  eaeh 
one  of  the  treasuries  to  make  payment  of  the  part  assigned  to  it. 

Engagements  contracted  with  creditors  under  a  pledge  of  the  good  faith  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  shall  in  all  cases  be  scrupulously  respected. 

Done  at  the  Palace,  this  25th  day  of  November,  1897. 

MarIa  Christina. 

PrXxedes  Mateo  Sagasta, 

President  of  the  Council  of  Mivistei'B. 


COPY  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  IN  RE  MAINE  DISASTER. 


[Telegrams.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Bay. 


1 1 


Havana,  January  12^  1898. 

Mobs,  led  by  Spanish  officers,  attacked  to-day  the  offices  of  the  four 
newspapers  here  advoeatiDg  autonomy.  Eioting«at  this  hour,  1  p.  m., 
continues. 

Havana,  January  12^  1898. 

Much  excitement,  which  may  develop  into  serious  disturbances. 
The  trouble  commenced  by  those  who  oppose  autonomy,  and  so  far  is 
directed  against  those  who  advocate  it.  No  rioting  at  present,  but 
rumors  of  it  are  abundant.  Palace  heavily  guarded.  Consulate  also 
protected  by  armed  men. 

Havana,  January  13^  1898. 

After  a  day  and  night  of  excitement,  all  business  suspended,  and 
rioting,  everything  quiet  at  this  hour.  City  heavily  guarded.  Soldiers 
protect  public  squares  and  threatened  points.  Mobs  shouted  yester- 
day:  ^' Death  to  Blanco  and  death  to  autonomy^"  while  ^^YivaWeyler" 
was  frequently  heard.  Contest  between  Spanish  factions.  Attention 
has  not  yet  been  directed  to  other  issues.  Heard  once  yesterday  of  a< 
few  rioters  shouting  a  proposal  to  march  to  our  consulate.  Presence 
of  ships  may  be  necessary  later,  but  not  now. 


[Telegram.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  13, 1898. 

Three  newspaper  offices,  not  four,  as  previously  cabled,  were  attacked 
yesterday  by  Spanish  officers  and  mob.  Saw  mob  assault  two;  saw 
soldiers  sent  to  protect  them  fraternizing  with  mob;  two  attacks  were 
attempted  to-day.  I  am  told  that  troops  massed  inside  of  palace  to 
protect  Governor-General  shout:  "Death  to  autonomy!  Death  to 
Blanco!"  Uncertainty  exists  whether  Blanco  can  control  the  situation. 
If  demonstrated  he  can  not  maintain  order,  preserve  life,  and  keep  the 
peace,  or  if  Americans  and  their  interests  are  in  danger,  ships  must  be 
sent,  and  to  that  end  should  be  prepared  to  move  promptly.  lixcitement 
and  nncertaiiity  predominates  everywhere. 
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[Telegrams.] 

Oetieral  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  U,  1898. 


Noon.    All  quiet. 


(juiet  prevails. 


Havana,  January  15, 1898, 


^  [Telegrams.] 

Mr.  Bay  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Washington,  Jaufmry  22^  1898. 

Wire  number  and  character  naval  vessels  other  countries  now  in 
port  of  Havana. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  22, 1898. 
None.    Two  German  naval  vessels  are  expected  this  month. 


[Telegrams.] 

Mr.  Day  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Washington,  January  24, 1898. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  Government  to  resume  friendly  naval  visits 
at  Cuban  ports.  In  that  viewjthe  Maine  will  call  at  the  x)ort  of  Havana 
in  a  day  or  two.  Please  arrange  for  a  friendly  interchange  of  calk 
with  authorities. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  24, 1898. 

Advise  visit  be  po^)tpoIle<l  six  or  seven  days,  to  give  last  excitiMiiem 
more  time  to  disappear.  Will  see  autljorities  and  let  you  know  result. 
Governor-General  awav  for  two  weeks.  1  should  know  dav  and  boui 
visit. 


Mr.  Day  to  Mr.  Lee. 


Washington,  January  24, 1898. 
Maine  has  been  ordered.    Will  ])robably  arrive  at  Havana  some  time 
to-morrow.     Can  not  tell  hour;  possibly  early.     Cooperate  with aiithoii 
ties  for  her  friendly  visit.     Keep  us  advised  by  frequent  telegrams. 
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[Telegrams.] 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  25^  1898. 

At  an  interview  authorities  profess  to  think  United  States  has  ulterior 
purpose  in  sending  ship.  Say  it  will  obstruct  autonomy,  produce 
excitement,  and  most  probably  a  demonstration.  Ask  that  it  is  not 
done  until  they  can  get  instructions  from  Madrid,  and  say  that  if  for 
friendly  motives,  as  claimed,  delay  unimportant. 


[TelegrnniKi.] 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  25^  1898. 
Ship  quietly  arrived  11  a.  m,  to-day.    No  demonstration  so  far. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  25 j  1898. 

Commanders  of  Spanish  naval  ships  and  of  German  training  ship 
have  called  upon  commander  of  Maine  and  their  visits  will  be  returned 
afternoon.    Salutes  exchanged.    All  quiet. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  25y  1898. 

Have  just  received  visit  of  commander  of  Maine  and  will  return]  it 
to-morrow.  He  had  already  returned  official  visits  of  Spanish  and  other 
naval  officers.    No  disorders  of  any  sort. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  25j  1898. 

Another  German  naval  vessel  arrived  this  morning.    Peace  and  quiet 
reign. 


[Telegrams.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  26^  1898. 
Have  just  had  pleasant  visit  on  Maine. 
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shipping  in  harbor,  and  in  city.  Business  suspended.  Theaters  closed. 
Dead  will  number  about  260.  Officers'  quarters  being  in  rear  and  sea- 
men's forward,  where  explosion  took  place,  accounts  for  greater  pro- 
portionate loss  sailors.  Funeral  to-morrow,  3  p.  m.  Officers  Merritt 
and  Jenkins  still  missing.  Suppose  United  States  naval  court  inquiry 
will  be  held  to  ascertain  cause  explosion.  Hope  our  people  will  repress 
excitement  and  calmly  await  decision. 

Lee. 


Mu  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Hayaka,  February  17. 

Merritt  in  junior  officers'  mess  room.  Jenkins  in  wardroom  mess 
room  at  time  explosion;  latter  left  before  an  officer  who  was  saved; 
must  have  gone  wrong  way.  Lights  out  immediately;  water  rushing 
in.  Merritt  got  to  hatch  with  Naval  Cadet  Boyd.  Ladder  gone,  fioyd 
climbed  through  and  tried  to  pull  Merritt  up,  but  latter  let  go  his  hand, 
fell  back,  and  was  drowned.  Bodies  of  these  officers  not  found  yet; 
probably  in  wreck.  Sailors'  ftineral  to-day  at  3;  will  be  immense 
procession. 

Lei. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 

Havana,  February  18. 

Great  popular  demonstration  at  funeral  yesterday;  military,  navalf 
firemen,  and  civil  organizations  generally  represented.  The  bishop, 
Oeneral  Parrado,  second  in  command  to  Governor-General;  autonomis^ 
tic  cabinet,  civil  governor,  mayor,  and  other  principal  persons  walked 
in  procession  part  of  route  in  accordance  with  custom  to  testify  sympathy. 
Forty  bodies  buried.  Many  coming  to  surface  water  since,  butnowdiif- 
flcult  to  recognize,  will  be  buried  with  religious  services  as  collected. 

Leb. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  February  18. 

Sigsbee  begins  to-morrow  with  divers  sent  to  him  from  United  States 
to  recover  all  bodies  still  left  in  wreck  Maine,  as  well  as  x>er8onal  effects 
officers  and  men,  and  whatever  else  can  be  obtained  that  way.  After 
that  is  completed  the  Spanish  Government  would  like  to  unite  with 
ours  in  having  bottom  of  ship  and  harbor  in  vicinity  jointly  examined. 

Lee. 


[Telegrams.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  February  18, 1898. 

Seventy-three  bodies  Maine  seamen  in  coffins  awaiting  burial  in  addi- 
tion to  forty  buried  yesterday. 
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General  Lee  to  Mr.  Bay. 

Havana,  February  J21, 1898. 

Great  need  divers  get  eflfects  and  bodies  from  wreck;  two  now 
employed;  twelve  or  fifteen  could  be  used.  One  hundred  and  forty- 
three  bodies  buried.  Very  few  found  to-day.  Over  one  hundred  sup- 
X>08ed  to  be  confined  in  ship.  Sailors  now  in  two  Spanish  hospitals 
number  eleven.  Visited  them  yesterday;  all  will  recover,  except  two; 
are  comfortable  and  well  cared  for. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  777.J  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana,  February  18,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  translation  of  a  com- 
munication from  the  Gk)vernor  and  Captain  General,  expressing  sorrow 
for  the  loss  of  the  Maine. 

I  am,  sir,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Leb, 

Consul- General. 


[Indofinre  in  No.  777.] 

Geheral  Government  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 

Parana,  February  16, 1898, 

Mr.  Consul:  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  express  to  yon  my  profound  sorrow 
for  the  misfortune  which  occurred  yesterday  on  board  the  American  ship  Maine.  I 
associate  myself  with  all  my  heart  to  the  grief  of  the  nation  and  of  the  families 
who  have  lost  some  of  their  members ;  and  upon  so  doing  I  do  not  only  express  my 
personal  sentiments,  but  I  speak  in  the  name  of  all  the  inhabitanta  of  Hayana — 
witnesses  of  the  catastrophe  which  has  afflicted  so  many  homes. 

God  guard  you  many  years. 

Ramon  Blanco. 

The  Consul-general  of  the  United  States. 


[Ttlegram.] 

Mr.  Day  to  General  Lee. 

Washington,  February  19. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  already  begun  an  investi- 
gation as  to  the  causes  of  the  disaster  to  the  Maine  through  officers  of 
the  iN'avy  especially  appointed  for  that  purpose,  which  will  proceed 
independently.  This  Government  will  afford  every  facility  it  can  to 
the  Spanish  authorities  in  whatever  investigation  they  may  see  fit  to 
make  upon  their  part. 

Day. 


[Telegram.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  February  22, 1898. 

Copper  cylinders'  ammunition  found  intact  in  10-inch  forward  maga- 
zine, starboard  side,  this  morning.  Seems  to  show  that  magazine  now 
exploded.  Evidence  beginning  to  prove  explosion  ou  port  side  by 
torpedo. 
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[Telegrams.]  I 

Oeneral  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  February  25y  1898. 

Keyes  was  buried  on  17th.    Spanish  law  forbids  exhamation  bodies 
before  expiration  five  years. 


General  Lee  to  Mr.  Bay. 

Havana,  February  26^  1898. 

Most  of  the  bodies  baried.  Some  over  week  ago.  Many  unrecog- 
nizable. Against  Spanish  law  to  exhnme  until  expiration  of  five 
years.  ^Neither  steamers  nor  authorities  permit  shipment  bodies  unless 
at  once  embalmed  and  in  metallic  cases.  Cost  between  $600  and  I80U 
each. 


[Telegrwn.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  February  28j  1898. 
Arrangements  made  both  Oovernments  conduct  independently  inves- 
tigation Maine  disaster. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  782.]  United  States  Consulatb-General, 

Havana^  February  28^  1898. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  telegram  of  this  morning,  which  I  now 
confirm,  reading:  '^Arrangements  made,  both  Oovernments  conduct 
independently  investigation  Maine  disaster,"  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  copies  of  the  correspondence  with  this  Government  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 

FiTZHUaH  Lbb, 

Consul' Oeneral 


[Inolosure  1  in  Ko.  782.] 

General  Government  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

Havana,  February  28, 1898. 

In  order  to  terminate  the  ezpediente  (prooeedin^^  of  inyestigation  initiated  by 
the  Spanish  Government  regarding  the  causes  whion  produced  the  catastrophe  of 
the  Maine^  it  is  only  lacking  to  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  exterior  sad 
interior  part  of  the  vessel  where  the  explosion  occurred,  for  which  it  is  deemed 
indispensable  for  the  better  accomplishment  of  this  object  that  our  divers,  upon  ptf- 
forming  the  examination,  be  accompanied  by  those  of  the  American  (jovernment; 
and  inasmuch  as  no  conclusive  answer  has  been  received  firom  you  to  proceed  to 
same,  I  be^  you  will  please  direct  or  request  whoever  it  tnay  concern  to  the  effect 
that  said  divers  Join  the  Spanish  divers  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  report  of  the 
examination.  I  also  beg  to  ask  you  to  name  a  period  of  time  as  soon  as  possible. 
God  guard  you  many  years. 

Havana,  February  25,  1898.  Ramon  Blaxco. 

To  the  Consul-general  of  the  United  States. 
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[Indosure  No.  2,  with  dispatch  No.  782,  Hayana,  February  28, 1888.] 

Ukited  States  Consulatx-Gxnxral, 

HaraKa,  February  S6, 1898, 

'oHU  Ex^Uencff  the  Governor- General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

ExcKiXENCT :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
r  the  25th  instant.  In  reply  I  beg  to  inclose  a  copy  or  my  telegram  to  the  hon- 
rable  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  in  reference  to  the  subject,  and 
[so  the  Department's  reply. 

It  would  be  observed  tnat  the  United  States  Goyemment  thinks  that  the  examina- 
ODS  by  the  two  Governments  should  proceed  independently,  but  that  every  facility 
lould  be  given  to  make  whatever  investigation  your  Government  may  see  fit.  I 
ill  confer  with  Captain  Sigsbee  on  the  subject  and  suggest  that  he  visit  the 
imiral  of  the  naval  station,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  two  officers  can  agree 
pon  a  plan  which  would  be  satisfactory  for  all  concerned. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  neither  Government  has  any  other  object  except  to  ascertain 
!1  the  facte  connected  with  the  explosion  of  the  Maine,  and  that  the  great  desire  of 
9th  Governments  is  to  proceed  harmoniously  with  the  work. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lek, 

Contul-General. 


m  OoNGREss, )  SENATE.  <  Document 

$d  Session.      ]  I    No.  231. 


[ilVES  LOST  BY  THE  SINKING  OF  U.  S.  BATTLE  SHIP 

MAINE. 


MESSAGE 

FROM  THE 


RESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TBAN8MITTINQ, 

RXSSPONSB  TO  RBSOLUTION  OF  THE  SBNATE  OF  APRIL  4,  1898, 
ISTTER  FROM  THE  8BCRETART  OF  THE  NAVT  INCLOSING 
EFORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  NAVIGATION  A8 
O  NUMBER  OJ  En7MAN  LIVES  LOST  BT  THE  SINKING  OF  THE 
r.  8.  BATTLE  SHIP  MAINE  IN  HAVANA  HARBOR,  CUBA  FBBRU- 
XY  15,  1898,  ETC. 


iSL  12, 1886.— Bead,  raferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affatn,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

n  response  to  a  resolation  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  I  inclose 
rewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a 
K)rt  from  the  Chief  of  the  Bureaa  of  Navigation. 

William  MoE^mLEY. 
SzBCUTiYE  Mansion,  April  12^  1898. 


Navy  Department. 

Washington^  Aprtl  9j  1898. 

}iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Senate  resola- 
a  of  April  4,  directing  that  the  Senate  be  informed  '^  of  the  total  num- 
*  of  human  lives  that  were  lost  by  the  sinking  of  the  U.  S.  battle 
p  Maine  in  Havana  Harbor.  Onba,  on  the  15th  day  of  Febraary, 
^8,  the  total  namber  of  dead  bodies  rescued  from  said  ship^  the  total 
inber  remaining  unrescned,  and  what  effort,  if  any,  is  being  made 
rescue  them,"  and  in  reply  thereto  inclose  a  copy  of  a  rei)ort  from 
)  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  covering  the  above  inquiry. 
'  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

John  B.  Long,  Secretary. 

The  Pbesidbnt  of  the  United  States  Senate. 

8.  Doc.  9V 


2  LIVES  LOST  BY  SINKING  OF  U.  8   BATTLE  SHIP  MAINE. 

Memorandum  for  the  Seerelary. 

« 

Namber  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Maine  at  the  time  of  the  disaster: 

Officers 26 

Sailors 290 

Mariues 38 

3» 

Number  saved : 

Officers 24 

Sailors 60 

Marioes 11 

96 

Number  lost : 

Officers 2 

Sailors 230 

Marines 28 

260 


Bodies  recovered : 

Officers 1 

Sailors  and  marines 177 

Died  from  injuries : 

Sailors  and  marines 8 

U6 

Of  the  namber  recovered  there  were  buried — 

In  the  cemetery  at  Havana 166 

At  Key  West 19 

At  Pittsburg,  Pa.  (officer) 1 

1» 

Number  of  bodies  not  recovered: 

Officers 1 

Enlisted  men  and  marines 73 

74 

The  work  of  recovery  was  continued  until  April  6,  wiien  the  wreck 
ing  tugs  were  withdrawn,  and  notliing  is  now  being  done  in  that 
direction  so  far  as  is  known,  and  the  last  bodies  reported  as  rec*overed 
were  sent  to  Key  West  on  the  30th  ultimo.  Ko  estimate  has  been  made 
of  the  portions  of  bodies  which  were  recovered  and  buried.  The  large 
percentage  of  bodies  not  recovered  is  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  fact  that 
the  men  were  swinging  in  their  hammocks  immediately  over  that  po- 
tion of  the  vessel  which  was  totally  destroyed. 

A.  S.  Oeowninshibld, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 
Bureau  of  Navigation, 

WashingUmj  D.  C,  April  8^  1898. 


5th  Congress, 
2d  Session, 


\ 


SENATE. 


(  Document 
\     No.  232, 


MARINE  HOSPITALS  AND  QUAEANTINE  STATIONS. 


*RIL   12,  1898. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  (to  accompany 

S.  R.  140)  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Gallinger  presented  the  following    ' 

BT  OF  MARINB  HOSPITAL8  AND   QUARAKTIKE   STATIONS  IK 

THB  UNITBD  BTATBS. 


There  are  in  the  United  States  22  marine  hospitals  and  11  United 
ates  quarantine  stations.  The  marine  hospitals  are  located  as 
lows: 


Location. 


tiiiiore,Md 

toiuMaas 

ro.IU 

cago,  HI 

cinnatl,  Ohio 

reland,  Ohio 

roit,Mich 

iDATllle,  Ind 

f  WestFla 

ii«viUo,Ky 

ipital   and   barracks   at    Delaware 

reakwater 

nphia,  Tenn 


Capacity 

of 
hOHpital. 


100 
150 
66 
200 
76 
50 
76 
60 
60 
60 

1,000 
65 


Location. 


Mobile,  Ala 

New  Orleans,  La 

New  York,  N.  Y 

Portland.  Me 

Port  TowDsend,  Wash 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

St.Lonis,  Mo 

Vineyard  Hayen,  Masa 

Wilminffton.  N.  C 

Hospital  and  barracks  at  Cape  Charl 
Quarantine 

Total 


Capacity 

of 
hospital. 


40 

100 

200 

60 

60 

140 

100 

40 

20 

1,000 


8,680 


The  United  States  quarantine  stations  are  located  as  follows: 

Reedy  Island  Quarantine,  via  Port  Penn,  Del. 

Delaware  Breakwater  Quarantine,  Lewes,  Del. 

Cape  Charles  Quarantine,  Fort  Monroe,  Ya. 

Cape  Fear  Quarantine,  Soutbport,  N.  C. 

South  Atlantic  Quarantine,  via  Invemess,  Ga. 

Brunswick  Quarantine,  Brunswick,  Ga. 

Tortugas  Quarantine,  via  Key  West,  Fla. 

Gulf  Quarantine,  via  Biloxi,  Miss. 

San  Diego  Quarantine,  San  Diego,  Cal. 

San  Francisco  Quarantine,  Angel  Island,  Cal. 

Port  Townsend  Quarantine,  Port  Townsend,  Wash. 

These  Government  hospitals  are  all  in  commission,  having  a  fall  com- 
3meuJt;  of  officers  and  attendants  and  equipped  with  the  best  ward 
miture,  modern  aseptic  outfit  for  operating  rooms,  ambulances,  etc. 
le  nurses  are  trained,  and  the  hospital  discipline  is  similar  to  that  in 
my  and  navy  hospitals.  The  commissioned  corps  of  medical  officers 
mprises  16  surgeons,  32  passed  assistant  surgeons,  and  22  assistant 
rgeons. 

In  case  war  was  declared  the  restrictions  which  would  be  placed 
on  the  merchant  marine  of  the  United  States  would  greatly  reduce 
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the  namber  of  patients  from  merchant  vessels  eligible  to  relief  in 
United  States  marine  hospitals  and  permit  of  the  reception  of  a  large 
namber  of  sick  or  wounded  soldiers  or  sailors  from  the  Army  and  Navy. 

If  necessary,  temporary  ward  extensions  could  be  made  to  many  of 
the  Southern  hospitals  with  little  expense,  which  would  increase  the 
hospital  capacity.  Temporary  hospitals  could  also  be  erected  upon 
some  of  the  quarantine  reservations,  so  isolated  as  to  render  them  sale 
to  troops  who  might  be  sent  there.  Patients  suffering  from  protracted 
malarial  diseases  could  be  sent  to  the  hospitals  North,  where  the  climate 
would  benefit  them,  and  those  sutf'ering  from  acute  diseases  or  injuries 
requiring  immediate  attention  could  be  provided  for  in  the  hospitals 
located  upon  the  Oulf  and  South  Atlantic  coast.  In  case  troops  are 
landed  in  Cuba  or  sent  South  during  the  summer,  there  will  be  many 
who  will  become  disabled  from  fevers  incident  to  cUmate  and  exposure^ 
who  will  require  hospital  treatment. 

If  the  United  States  marine  hospitals  are  to  be  used  for  the  recep- 
tion of  soldiers  and  naval  sailors,  there  must  be  a  law  authorizing  this 
to  be  done,  and  determining  the  relative  rank  of  commissioned  officers 
of  the  Marine-Hospital  Service  with  that  of  the  medical  officers  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  with  whom  they  serve,  to  promote  the  proper 
administration  of  hospitals  while  they  are  thus  used.  Officers  of  the 
Marine-Hospital  Service  are  now  detailed  upon  United  States  revenue 
cutters,  which,  in  times  of  war,  are  auxiliary  to  the  naval  force,  and 
the  United  States  Statutes  provide  for  the  relative  rank  of  the  com- 
missioned officers  of  the  Bevenue-Gutter  Service  with  officers  of  the 
Navy  while  serving  with  them  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  naval  force. 
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MEMORIAL  FROM  THE  NATIONAL  PURE  FOOD  AND  DRUG 

CONGRESS. 


Apbil  12, 1898. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  AgrionltiiTe  uid  Forestry  ftnd  ordend 

to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Fatjlknbb  presented  the  following 

MBMORIAZ.  FROM  THE  NATIONAL  PURS  FOOD  AND  DRUa  CON- 
ORES8  THAT  ASSBMBLBD  IN  THE  CITT  OF  "WABHINOTON, 
D.  C,  BfARCH  2,  1898,  RBPRBSBNTINO  TWBNTT-ONB  NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS,  AND  OVER  ONE  En7NDRED  AND  FIFTY*  STATE 
AND  LOCAL  ORGANIZATIONS,  FAVORING  LEGISLATION  FOR 
THB  PREVENTION  OF  THE  ADT7LTERATION  OF  FOOD,  DRUGS, 
BTC^  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  AND  THE  TERRITORIEa 


XEMOBIAL  OF  THB  NATIONAL  PUBE  FOOD  AND  DBUO  00NOBES& 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Tour  petitioners  respectfully  recite: 

That  there  assembled  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  0.,  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1898,  in  response  to  a  call  for  a  National  Pare  Food  and  Drag 
Congress,  representatives  of  twenty-one  national  organizations,  over 
one  hundred  and  fifty  State  and  local  organizations,  and  delegates 
appointed  by  the  governors  of  many  of  the  States  and  Territories,  and 
by  the  Gommissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  the  Commissioner 
of  Fish  and  Fisheries^  and  the  Surgeon-Generals  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
and  the  Marine- Hospital  Service. 

That,  in  view  of  the  widespread  practice  of  adulteration  and  firaudu- 
lent  representation  of  drugs  and,  in  greater  degree,  of  foods  in  the 
United  States,  menacing  the  health  and  parses  of  the  poorer  classes 
especially,  and  inflicting  enormous  losses  upon  honest  producers  and 
dealers,  as  weU  as  upon  consumers;  and  in  view  of  the  ftirther  febct. 
well  established  by  the  experience  of  some  years,  that  the  several 
States  are  unable  by  their  own  police  regulations  alone  to  protect  their 
citizens  from  such  practice  in  the  commerce  between  the  several  States 
and  with  foreign  countries,  the  delegates  assembled  resolved  to  form  a 
permanent  organization,  and  set  forth  their  purposes  in  the  following 
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declaration,  to  which  they  ordered  their  several  names  and  represente- 
tive  relations  to  be  subscribed: 

OBJECTS  OF  THB  PURE  FOOD  AND  DRUG  CONGRESS. 

The  object  of  this  Con^^ess  is  to  seonre  suitable  legislation  of  a  national  character 
to  prevent  the  adulteration  of  food,  drinks,  and  drags,  and  to  secore  the  enforcemeot 
of  such  laws ;  to  secure  and  promote  uniforndty  in  State  legislation  and  in  the  ml- 
ingB  of  the  State  departments. 

To  create  and  maintain  a  high  public  sentiment  upon  these  important  subjectB 
and  to  uphold  and  sustain  all  public  officers  charged  with  the  enforcement  of  such 
regulations. 

To  promote  a  more  general  intelligence  concerning  the  injury  to  health  and  to  the 
business  interests  of  honest  producers,  manufacturers,  dealers,  and  exporters  reenlt- 
ing  from  food  adulteration,  and  conoemiDg  the  importance  of  proper  food,  pure  and 
properly  prepared,  to  the  health  of  the  people. 

And  to  this  end  we  ask  the  cooperation  of  every  one  interested  in  the  prom^oB 
of  sound  public  morals  and  in  the  protection  of  the  public  health. 

That,  after  careful  consideratioQ  by  these  delegates,  representing  the 
yarioos  agricultnral,  manofacturing,  commercial,  medical,  and  scientiiic 
bodies,  and  the  national  and  State  governmental  biMiies  whose  namw 
are  hereanto  subscribed,  the  following  bill  was  agreed  upon  as  best  fit- 
ted, under  existing  conditions,  to  give  to  these  several  interests  the 
protection  they  ne^,  so  far  as  commerce  in  the  Territories  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Golumbia  and  between  the  several  States  and  with  foreigp 
countries  is  concerned. 

The  enactment  of  this  measure  is  hereby  earnestly  urged  upon  yoor 
bonorable  body. 

THE  PURE  FOOD  CONGRESS  BILL. 

Isr  THS  HousB  OF  Rbprksentativxb 

March  15,  1898. 

Ifr.  Brosius  introduced  the  following  bill ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  BILXf  for  p^vesting  the  adnlteratioin,  misbranding,  and  imitation  of  foods,  bsToram.  ouiditit 
drugs,  and  oondiraents  bi  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories,  and  for  reguating  inta** 
state  traffic  therein,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  JSepreeeniaticee  of  the  United  Staiee  of^mehc^ 
la  Congre$8  assembled,  That  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  commerce  in  rood  piod- 
QOts  and  drugs  between  the  several  States  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries  the  Seoretary  of  Agricultim 
shall  organize  in  the  Chemical  Division  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  a  food^  ^t* 
eragCy  and  drug  section,  and  make  uecensary  rules  governing  the  same  to  carry  oat 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  under  direction  of  the  Chief  Chemist,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  procure  from  time  to  time,  under  rules  and  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  analyze  or  cause  to  be  analysed  or  exaniiued,  micnn 
soopically  or  othegrwise,  samples  of  foods,  beverages,  condiments,  and  drugs  offen4 
for  sale  in  any  State,  District  of  CoUnubia,  or  Territory  other  than  where  manofao- 
tnred,  or  from  a  foreign  country,  provided  tbe  same  be  in  original  or  unbroken  pack- 
ages. The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  hereby  authorized  to  employ  such  chemisti, 
inspeotorsj  clerks,  laborers,  and  other  employees  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  ont 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  make  such  publication  of  the  results  of  examina- 
tions, analyses,  and  so  forth,  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  introduction  into  any  State  or  Territory  or  the  District  of  Colimi- 
bia  from  any  other  State  or  Territory  or  the  District  of  Columbia  or  foreign  countn 
of  any  article  of  food,  drugs,  or  condiments  which  is  adulterated  or  miabrandad 
within  the  meaning  of  thia  act  is  hereby  prohibited,  and  any  person  who  shall  ship 
or  deliver  for  shipment  from  any  State  or  Territory  or  the  District  of  Columbia  or 
foreign  country  to  any  other  State  or  Territory  or  the  District  of  Cohimbin  or  to  • 
foreign  country,  or  who  shall  receive  in  any  State  or  Territory  or  the  District  of 
Columbia  from  any  other  State  or  Territory  or  the  District  of  Columbia  or  foreign 
country,  or  who,  having  received,  diall  deliver,  for  pay  or  otherwise,  or  offar  to 
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deliver  to  any  other  person,  in  original  unbroken  packages,  any  such  article  so  atlal- 
touted  or  misbranded  within.the  meaning  of  this  act,  or  any  person  who  shall  sell 
or  offer  for  sale  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia  or  the  Territories  of  the  United  States 
snch  adulterated,  mixed,  misbranded,  or  imitated  foods,  beveriures,  condiments,  or 
drugs  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  for  such  offense  be  fined  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  dollars  for  the  first  offense  and  for  each  subsequent  offense  not  exceed- 
ing three  hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  both  in  the 
discretion  of  the  court. 

8bc.  3.  That  the  chief  chemist  shall  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  under  rules  and 
regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  examinations  of  speci- 
mena  of  food,  beverages,  condiments,  and  drugs  offered  for  sale  in  original  or 
unbroken  packages  in  any  State  or  Territory  other  than  where  manufactured  or  trova. 
any  foreign  country,  which  may  be  collected  from  time  to  time,  under  rules  and  regu- 
lations to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  and  under  his  direction,  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  If  it  shall  appear  from  such  examination  that  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act  have  been  violatea  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  shall  at 
«nce  certify  the  fjEMts  to  the  proper  United  States  district  attorney,  with  a  copy  of 
Ibe  results  of  the  analysis  duly  authenticated  by  the  analyst  under  oath. 

Sbc.  4.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  district  attorney  to  whom  the  Secretary 
«f  Agriculture  shall  report  any  violation  of  this  act  to  cause  proceeding  to  be  oom- 
menoed  and  prosecuted  without  delay  for  the  fines  and  penalties  in  such  case 
provided. 

DEFIKITIOK8. 

Sbc.  5.  That  the  term  ''drug,"  as  used  in  this  bill,  shall  include  all  medicines 
recognized  in  United  States  Pharmacopccia  and  National  Formulaiy  and  cosmetics 
lor  internal  or  external  use.  The  term  "  food,"  as  used  herein,  shall  include  all  arti- 
eles  need  for  food,  candy,  drink,  or  condiment  by  man  or  domestic  animals,  whetlier 
simple,  mixed,  or  compound.  The  term  **  misbranded,"  as  used  herein,  shall  include 
all  drugs,  or  socles  of  food,  or  articles  which  enter  into  the  oompositioii  of  food  er 
condiments  the  package  or  label  of  which  shall  bear  any  statement  purporting  to 
name  any  ingredients  or  substanoes  as  not  being  contained  in  snob  artiole,  which 
statement  shall  be  false  in  any  particular ;  or  any  condiment  or  food  product  which  is 
falsely  branded  as  to  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  it  is  manufftotured  or  produced. 

ADtJLTEBATIONS. 

Sec.  6.  That  for  the  purposes  of  this  act  an  article  shall  be  deemed  to  be  adulterated — 

In  case  of  drugs : 

First.  If,  when  a  drug  is  sold  under  or  by  a  name  recognized  in  the  United  States 
Pharmacopoeia,  it  differs  from  the  standard  of  strength,  equality,  or  purity,  according 
to  the  tests  laid  down  in  the  United  States  Pbarmacopcsia,  o£9cial  at  the  time  of  the 
investigation. 

Second.  If^  when  sold  under  or  b^  a  name  not  recognized  in  the  United  States 
Pharmacopoeia,  but  which  is  found  in  the  National  Formulary,  it  differs  from  the 
standard  of  strength,  quality,  or  purity,  according  to  the  tests  laid  down  in  said 
work. 

Third.  If  its  strength  or  purity  fall  below  the  professed  standard  under  which  it 
is  sold. 

Fourth.  If  it  be  an  imitation  of  and  sold  under  the  specific  name  of  another  article. 

In  the  case  of  food,  candy,  or  drink : 

First.  If  any  substance  or  substances  has  or  have  been  mixed  and  packed  with  it 
w>  as  to  reduce  or  lower  or  ipjuriously  affect  its  quality  or  strength,  so  that  such 
product,  when  offered  for  sale,  shall  deceive  or  tend  to  deceive  the  purchaser. 

Secohd.  If  any  inferior  substance  or  substanoes  has  or  have  been  submitted  wholly 
or  in  part  for  the  article,  so  that  the  product,  when  sold,  shall  deceive  or  tend  to 
deceive  the  purchaser. 

Third.  If  any  valuable  constituent  of  the  article  has  been  wholly  or  in  part 
abstracted,  so  that  the  product,  when  sold,  shall  deceive  or  tend  to  deceive  the 
purchaser. 

Fourth.  If  it  be  an  imitation  of  and  sold  under  the  specific  name  of  another  article. 

Fifth.  If  it  be  mixed,  colored,  powdered,  or  stained  in  a  manner  whereby  damage 
or  inferiority  is  concealed,  so  that  such  product,  when  sold,  shall  deceive,  or  tend  to 
deceive,  the  purchaser. 

Sixth.  If  it  contain  an^  added  poisonous  ingredient  or  any  ingredient  which  may 
render  such  article  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  person  consuming  it. 

Seventh.  If  it  be  labeled  or  branded  so  as  to  deceive  or  mislead  the  purchaser,  or 
purport  to  be  a  foreign  product,  when  branded  so,  or  is  an  imitation,  either  in  pack- 
age or  label,  of  an  established  proprietary  product  which  has  been  trade  marked  or 
patented. 
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Eighth.  If  it  oonsists  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  a  diseased,  filthy,  deoompoied, 
or  putrid  animal  or  vegetable  substance,  or  any  portion  of  an  animal  unfit  for  food, 
whether  manufactured  or  not,  or  if  it  is  the  product  of  a  diseased  animal,  or  of  as 
animal  that  has  died  otherwise  than  by  slaughter. 

Ninth.  That  candies  of  domestic  manufacture  and  chocolate  of  domestic  manofae- 
ture  may  be  deemed  to  be  adulterated  if  they  contain  terra  alba,  barytes,  talc, 
chrome  yellow,  or  other  mineral  substances  or  poisonous  colors  or  flavors,  or  other 
ingredients  deleterious  or  detrimental  to  health:  Provided,  That  an  article  of  food, 
beverage,  condiment,  or  drug  which  does  not  contain  any  SMided  poisonous  ingiedi- 
ent  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  adulterated  in  the  following  cases :  First.  In  the  case 
of  mixtures  or  compounds  which  may  be  now  or  from  time  to  time  hereafter  known 
as  articles  of  food,  beverages,  or  condinieuts,  under  their  own  distinctive  nsmw, 
and  not  included  in  defiuition  fourth  of  this  section.  Second.  In  the  case  of  artielfli 
labeled,  branded,  or  tagged  so  as  to  pbiinly  indicate  that  they  are  mixtures,  com- 
pounds, combinations,  imitations,  or  blends.  Third.  When  any  matter  or  ingredi- 
ent has  been  added  to  the  food,  beverage,  or  condiment,  because  the  same  is  required 
for  the  production  or  preparation  thereof  as  an  article  of  commerce  in  a  state  fit  for 
carriage  or  consumption,  and  not  fraudulently  to  increase  the  bulk,  weight,  or  mea*- 
nre  of  the  food,  beverage,  or  condiment,  or  conceal  the  inferior  quality  thereof: 
Provided,  That  the  same  shall  be  labeled,  branded,  or  tagged,  as  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  so  as  to  show  them  to  be  compoands,  and  the  exact  char- 
acter thereof:  And  provided  further  f  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  aa 
requiring  or  compelling  proprietors  or  manufactures  of  proprietary  foods  to  disclose 
their  trade  formulas,  except  in  so  far  as  the  provisions  of  this  bill  may  require  to 
secure  fk'eedom  f^om  adulteration  or  imitation.  Fourth.  Where  the  food,  beverage, 
condiment,  or  drug  is  unavoidably  mixed  with  some  harmless  extraneous  matter  is 
the  process  of  collection  or  preparation :  Provided  further,  That  no  retailer  shall  be 
convicted  under  the  provision  of  this  act  when  he  is  able  to  prove  a  written  guar- 
anty of  purity,  in  a  form  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  as  published  is 
his  rules  and  regulations,  signed  by  the  wholesaler,  jobber,  manufacturer,  or  other 
party  from  whom  he  purchased  said  articles.  Said  guaranty  shall  contain  the  faD 
name  and  address  of  the  party  or  parties  making  the  sale  to  the  retailer,  and  eaid 
party  or  parties  shall  be  amenable  to  the  }>roseoutions,  fines,  and  other  penaltiei 
which  would  attach  in  due  course  to  the  retailer  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 

Sec.  7.  That  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  all  com- 
pound, mixed,  or  blended  products  to  be  properly  branded  and  prescribe  how  (hii 
shall  be  done. 

Sec.  8.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  call  upou  the 
Association  of  Official  Agricultural  Chemists  and  such  physicians,  not  less  than  five, 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  select  from  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital,  and  five  chemists  to  be 
selected  by  the  American  Chemical  Society,  to  determine  jointly  the  standard  of  all 
food  products  (within  the  meaning  of  this  act),  and  when  so  determined  snch  stand- 
ards shall  guide  the  chemists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  the  performanes 
of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  this  act,  and  shall  remain  the  standards  before 
all  courts.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Association  of  Official  Agricultural  Chemiili 
and  the  medical  officers  before  mentioned  to  confer  with  and  consult  the  duly  aeered- 
ited  representatives  of  all  industries  for  which  standards  shall  be  established  nndsr 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec  9.  That  every  person  who  mannfaotares  for  shipment  and 
delivers  for  transportation  from  any  State,  Territory,  or  the  District  of 
Columbia  any  drug,  condiment,  beverage,  or  article  of  food,  and  everj 
person  who  exposes  for  sale  or  delivers  to  a  purchaser  any  drug,  condi- 
ment, beverage,  or  article  of  food  received  from  a  State,  Territory,  or 
the  District  of  Columbia  other  than  the  State,  Territory,  or  the  District 
of  Columbia  in  which  he  exposes  for  sale  or  delivers  such  drug,  beve^ 
age,  or  article  of  food,  and  whi«h  article  is  in  the  original  unbroken 
package  in  which  the  same  was  received,  shall  furnish  within  businem 
hours  and  upon  tender  and  full  payment  of  the  selling  price  a  sample 
of  such  drugs,  condiments,  beverages,  or  articles  of  food  to  any  person 
duly  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  receive  the  same, 
and  who  shall  apply  to  such  manufacturer,  or  vender,  or  person  deliver- 
ing to  a  purchaser  such  drug,  beverage,  or  article  of  food  such  sample 
for  such  U!>e  in  sufficient  quantity  for  the  analysis  of  any  such  article 
or  articles  in  his  possession.    And  in  the  presence  of  such  dealer  and  id 
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agent  of  the  Department  of  Agrionltare,  if  so  desired  by  either  party, 
said  sample  shall  be  divided  into  three  parts,  and  each  part  shall  be 
sealed  by  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  One  part  shall  be 
left  with  the  dealer,  one  delivered  to  the  chemist  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  and  one  deposited  with  the  United  States  district  attorney 
for  the  district  in  which  the  sample  is  taken.  Said  manufacturer  or 
dealer  may  have  the  sample  left  with  him  analyzed  at  his  own  expense, 
and  if  the  results  of  said  analysis  differ  from  those  of  the  chemist  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  sample  in  the  hands  of  the  district 
attorney  shall  be  analyzed  at  the  expense  of  the  said  manufacturer  or 
dealer  by  a  third  chemist,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president  of 
the  Association  of  Official  Agricultural  Chemists  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  analysis  shall  be  conducted  in  the  presence  of  the  chemist  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  chemist  representing  the  dealer, 
and  the  whole  evidence  shall  be  laid  before  the  court. 

Sxc.  10.  That  any  manufactorer  or  dealer  who  refnsee  to  comply  upon  demand 
with  the  requirements  of  section  nine  of  this  act  shall  be  gailty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
uid  upon  oonviotion  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  hundred  nor  less  than  ten 
dollarSy  or  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  hundred  nor  lees  than  thirty  days,  or  both. 
Ajid  any  person  found  guilty  of  manufacturing,  or  offering  for  sale,  or  selling  an  adul- 
terated, impure,  or  misbranded  article  of  food,  condiment,  or  drug  in  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  adjudged  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  penalties  heretofore 
proTided  for,  all  the  necessary  costs  and  expenses  incurred  in  inspecting  and  analyz- 
mg  such  adulterated  articles  which  said  person  may  have  been  found  guilty  of  manu- 
fincturing,  selling,  or  offering  for  sale. 

8ec.  11.  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  interfere  with  commerce  wlioUy 
internal  in  any  State,  nor  with  the  exercise  of  tbeir  police  power  by  the  Reveral  States. 

Ssc.  12.  That  any  article  of  food,  condiment,  or  drug  that  is  adulterated  within 
the  meaning  of  this  act,  and  is  transported,  or  is  being  transported,  from  one  State 
to  another  for  sale,  or  if  it  be  sold  or  offered  for  sale  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  in  any 
district  court  of  the  United  States  within  the  district  where  the  same  is  found,  and 
seized  for  confiscation,  by  a  process  of  libel  for  condemnation.  And  if  such  article 
ia  condemned  as  being  adulterated,  the  same  shall  be  disposed  of  as  the  said  court 
may  direct,  and  the  proceeds  thereof,  if  sold,  less  the  legal  costs  and  charges,  shall 
be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  proceedings  in  such  libel  cases 
ihall  conform,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  proceedings  in  admiralty,  except  that  either 
party  may  demand  trial  by  jury  of  any  issue  of  fact  joined  in  such  case,  and  all 
rach  proceedings  shall  be  at  the  suit  of  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States. 

That  resolutions  favoring  a  measure  upon  which  the  above  bill  was 
modeled  were  passed  by  the  following  important  bodies: 

By  the  National  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  in  November,  1897 ; 

By  the  Association  of  Official  Agricultural  Chemists  of  the  United 
States  on  the  29th  day  of  October,  1897 ; 

And  by  the  National  Farmers'  Congress. 

The  names,  residences,  and  representative  relations  of  your  petition- 
BTS  are  hereunto  subscribed: 

Joseph  E.  Blackburn,  president,  dairy  and  food  commissioner,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

ETrank  Hume,  first  vice-president,  wholesale  grocer,  Washington,  D.  C. 

^ex.  J.  Wedderbum,  corresponding  secretary  (G),  master  State  Grange  of  Virginia, 
P.  O.  box  464,  Washington,  D.  C 

Franklin  Dye,  recording  secretary,  secretary  State  board  of  agriculture,  Trenton, 
N.J. 

Elobert  N.  Harper,  treasurer,  president  District  of  Columbia  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation, Washington.  D.  C. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

William  Frear,  Ph.  D.,  chemist  State  College,  Pennsylvania,  chairman. 
W.  S.  Thompson,  pharmacist,  Washington,  D.  C. 
W,  A.  Withers,  State  chemist,  Raleish,  N.  C. 
r.  N.  Jamieson,  druggist,  Chicago,  111. 
Jm.  a.  Mount,  governor,  Indianapolis,  Ind* 
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N.  J.  Batchelder,  chairman  exeoutive  oommittee  National  Orange,  P.  of  H., 

cord,  N.  H. 
F.  J.  H.  Kracke,  aBsistant  commiMioner  of  agrlcaltnre,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

NATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS  RSPBX8BNTID. 

National  Confectioners'  Association. 

National  Millers'  Association. 

Northwestern  Millers'  Association. 

American  Chemical  Society. 

United  States  Brewers'  Association. 

Fishing  Industries.  « 

United  States  Bee  Keepers'  Union. 

Official  Agricnltnral  Chemists. 

National  Creamery  and  Butter  Makers'  AsBOciation. 

National  Grange,  P.  of  H. 

Vital  Friends. 

Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union. 

National  Pnre  Food  Association. 

Medical  and  Surgical  Association. 

National  Association  Dairy  and  Food  Departmenti. 

United  States  Export  Association. 

National  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association. 

National  Retail  Grocers'  Association. 

National  Farmer««'  Con^n^ess. 

National  Bee  Keepers'  Union. 

National  Peace  Congress. 

OOVKRNMSNTAL  DRPARTMEKT6  RBPRSSEHTID. 


DKPARTMKWr  OF  AOBICULTURI. 

J.  H.  Brigbam,  Assistant  Secretary. 

D.  E.  Salmon,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

H.  W.  Wiley,  Chief  of  Division  of  Chemistry. 

Henry  £.  Alvoid,  Chief  of  Dairy  Division. 

W.  M.  King.  Statistical  Division  (Special  Cereal  Inquiry). 

Alternates : 
Frederick  V.  Coville,  Chief  of  Division  of  Botany. 
A.  D.  Molvin,  Chief  of  Inspection  Division,  B.  A.  I. 
Wm.  A.  Taylor,  Assistant  Chief  Division  of  Pomology. 

nmOLSAL  RIVDrUB  DBPABTMEMT. 

Mr.  Wilson,  Internal  Revenue  Bureau,  Washington. 

Mr.  Bowen,  Internal  Revenue  Bureau,  Washington. 

J.  B.  T.  Tupper,  Internal  Revenue  Bnrean,  Washington. 

C.  A.  Bates,  Internal  Revenue  Bureau,  Washington. 

C.  A.  Crampton,  Internal  Revenue  Bureau,  Washington. 

SUBOKON-OKKBBAL  OF  THB  NAVT. 

Chas.  H.  White,  U.  S.  N.,  medical  director  in  charge  of  the  United  StatM 

Museum  of  Hy^ene. 
James  M.  Flint,  U.  S.  N.,  medical  director  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  "Poi 

SUBOBON-OENKKAL  OF  THE  ABMT. 

Chas.  H.  Aiden  (Colonel),  Assistant.  Surgeon-Gtoneral,  U.  S.  A.,  8urgeon-G 

Office,  Washington. 
Wm. H. Forwood  (Colonel),  Assistant  Surgeon-General,  U.S.A.,  attending  i 

Soldiers'  Home,  Washington. 
Chas.  Smart    (Lieutenant- Colonel),   Deputy    Surgeon-General,  U.   8.  A.,  8 

General's  Office,  Washington. 
Jas.  C.  Merrill  (Major),  chemist,  Surgeon-General's  Office,  Washington. 
W.  M.  Mew,  M.  D.,  chemist,  Surgeon-General's  Office,  Washington. 

MABINB-aOSPrrAL  SEBVIGB. 

J.  J.  Kinyonn,  paased  aesistant-snrgeon,  Marine-Hospital  Service,  WMhlngto 
Chas.  E.  Banks,  surgeon,  Marine-Hospital  Service,  Washington. 
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L  de  C.  Ravenel,  Wasbin^^n. 
ieat.  Robert  Piatt,  Waabington. 
W.Eyerroann,  Wasbington. 
H.  Townaendf  WasbiDgton. 
H.  DuDlap,  WaBblngton. 

APPOINTMJBMT0  MADE  BT  THK  COMMISSIONERS,  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

ftnk  Hume,  wbolesale  grocer,  Washington,  D.  C. 

D.Hird,  cbemist,  Wasbington. 

N.  Harper,  president  District  of  Colnmbia  Pbarmaoeatical  AaaooUtionj  Wash- 
ington. 

riah  Wilkins,  editor  Post,  Washington. 

Jliam  Tindall,  secretary  Board  of  CominiBHioners,  Wasbington. 

C.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  bealtb  officer,  Washington. 

Q.  Davis,  collector,  Washington. 

Bodore  W.  Noyes,  editor  Star,  Washington.  « 

Ison  Hntchins,  editor  Times,  Washington. 

urge  H.  Harries,  secretary  Board  of  Trade,  Washington. 

ttbew  Irimble,  assessor/ Washington. 

«*.  Oyster,  wbolesale  bntter  dealer,  Washington. 

bert  B  Tenney,  Washington. 

I.  Mayer,  Washington. 

nes  L.  Norris,  Washington. 

orse  M.  Kober,  M.  D.,  Washington. 

F.  Blonnt  (Colonel),  Wasbint^ton. 

Uiam  Sannders,  superintendent  garden  and  grounds.  Department  of  Agriooltors^ 
Washington. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

N.  stokes,  M.  D.,  president  Chemical  Society,  Geological  Soryey. 
M.  Whitney,  cider  and  vinegar  manufacturer,  Washington. 
M.  Whitney,  cider  and  vinegar  manufacturer,  Wasbin^ton. 
•ratio  Browning,  Wbolesale  Grocers'  Association,  Washington. 
H.  Shea,  Wbolesale  Grocers'  Association,  Washington. 
0.  J.  Mueller,  confectioner,  Washington. 
ward  Graves,  of  Havener's  Baking  Company,  Washington, 
n.  Neuland,  hotel  and  restaurant,  Washington, 
orge  N.  Acker,  M.  D.,  Washington. 
87 Thompson,  American  Ph.  Association,  Washington, 
as.  £.  Mnnroe,  M.  D.,  American  Chemical  Society,  Washington. 
.  H.  Seamen,  M.  D.,  Chemical  Society,  United  States  Patent  Office,  Washington, 
mry  H.  Johnston,  wssbington. 
hn  H.  Magruder,  retail  grocer,  Washington. 
B.  G.  Custis,  M.  D.,  Washington  Board  of  Trade. 
L.  Hilton,  1033  Twenty-second  street,  president  National  College  of  Pbarmacy, 

Washington, 
muel  C.  Busey,  M.  D.,  Washington  Board  of  Trade. 
.  D.  Bigelow,  Wasbington  Chemical  Society,  Department  of  Agricultuio. 
W.  Glazebrook,  M.  D.,  2022  P  street,  Medical  Society,  Wasbington. 
Wythe  Cook,  M.  D.,  Medical  Society,  3  Thomas  circle,  Washington. 
Iva  Lockwood,  Vital  Friends  and  National  Peace  Congress,  Wasbington. 
ank  Madigan,  1206  Virginia  avenue  SW.,  Wasbington,  brewer. 
Sullivan,  Wasbington,  brewer. 

*.  Jarvis,  426  Ninth  street  NW.,  Washington,  candy  manufacturer. 
F.  Sheetz,  732  Seventh  street  KW.,  Washington,  candy  manufacturer. 
.  S.  Sammons,  612  Q  street  NW.,  Washington,  obemical  manufaotursr. 
S.  Grove,  Wasbington,  cider  manufacturer, 
merset  Waters,  Wasbington,  wholesale  grocer. 

B.  Eamsbaw,  Washington,  wbolesale  grocer. 

C.  Ergood,  Wasbington,  wnolesale  grocer. 

los.  J.  Mayer,  Wasbington,  flour  manufacturer. 

•Ipb  L.  Gait,  Wasbington,  flour  manufacturer. 

mes  H.  Welsh,  of  W.  M.  Gait  <&  Co.,  Washington. 

L.  Jordan,  519  Ninth  street  NW.,  President  Retail  Liquor  Dealers'  Association. 

illiam  Maguire,  1500  Seventh  street  NW.,  retail  liquor  dealer. 

Llliam  Wbelan,  Wasbington,  retail  liquor  dealer. 
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Cbr.  Xandei;  Seventh  street,  between  I  and  K,  wines  and  liqnon. 

F.  Pohrdorff,  909  Seventh  street,  Washinffton,  wines  and  liqnon. 

William  Mnehlison,  Washini^n,  wholesale  liqnor  dealer. 

Dr.  E.  A.  DeSchweintz,  Chief  Chemist^  Bniean  of  Animal  Industry,  District  Colnmlili 

Chemical  Society. 
F.  M.  Chriswell,  1901  Seventh  street,  Washington  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
W.  G.  Dnokett,  Pennsylvania  avenne  and  Twenty-second  street,  Washington  Phir- 

macentical  Society. 
John  T.  Winter^.  D.,  719  Monnt  Vernon  place,  Washington  Pharmacy  Boards 
W.  P.  Carr,  M.  D.,  Washington  Pharmacy  Board. 
S.  L.  Hilton,  1033  Twenty-second  street,  College  of  Pharmacy. 
H.  C.  Easterday,  New  Jersey  avenne  and  6  street,  Washington  College  of  Phamuey. 
H.  L.  Biscoe,  Tenth  Street  wharf,  Washington. 
Walter  Bnrton,  National  Hotel,  Washington. 
W.  H.  Selden,  Metropolitan  Hotel,  Washington. 
C.  M.  Soaissa,  secretary  Washington  Wholesale  Grocers'  ABSOoiation. 

ALABAMA. 

J.  H.  G.  kartin,  Kellog  Bailding,  Washington  (G). 

CALIFORNIA. 

William  M.  C.  Ramsey,  Santa  Panla  (G). 

C.  A.  Barlow  (M.  C),  Wa^ington,  D.  C,  California  State  Alliance. 

E.  M.  Wardell,  613  B  street  N£.,  Washington,  D.  C,  California  State  Alliance. 

COIX>RAI>0. 

Alex.  J.  Wedderhnm,  of  Virginia,  representing  Colorado  State  Bee  Keepers'  AModa- 
tion. 

CONNECTICUT. 

J.  B.  Nohle,  dairy  commissioner,  Hartford. 

B.  O.  Eaton,  deputy  dairy  commissioner,  New  Haven. 

George  L.  McLean,  State  inspector  of  factories,  Ellington. 

J.  D.  Walter^  New  Haven  County  commissioner,  Cheshire. 

Henry  M.  Bishop,  secretary  State  hoard  of  pharmacy,  New  HaTen* 

DELAWABB. 

John  T.  Almond,  mannfeboturer,  Wilmington  (G). 

Z.  James  Belt,  wholesale  and  retail  druggist,  Sixth  and  Market  streets,  Wilmlag- 

ton  (G). 

FLORIDA. 

John  W.  Trammel,  superintendent  State  insane  asylum,  Chattahoochee  (G). 

GEORGIA. 

£.  W.  Allen,  Eneriment,  experiment  station. 

H.  C.  White,  Athens,  president  of  College  of  Agriculture  and  vice-director  of  expeii* 

ment  station. 
Montgomery  Cnmmings,  Washington,  D.  C,  Georgia  Dairymen's  Association. 

ILLINOIS. 

H.  L.  Hampton,  retail  grocer,  Springfield  (G). 

Alhert  E.  Ebert,. Chicago,  American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Louis  Lehman,  1229  North  Halstead  street,  Chicago,  chairman  Ulinois  Phannaoeatieal 

Association. 
W.  Bodemann,  Lake  avenue  and  Fiftieth  street,  Chicago  Apotheearies'  Clnh. 
J.  A.  £gan,  M.  D.,  Springfield,  secretary  State  Board  of  Health. 
H.  H.  Green,  Pharmacist,  Bloomington  (G). 

Fred  M.  Schmidt,  Schiller  Building,  Chicago,  president  board  of  pharmacy. 
T.  N.  Jamieson,  druggist,  Chicago. 

P.  H.  Eisenmayer,  Murphysboro,  Southern  Illinois  Milling  Company. 
Miss  Emma  C.  Sickles,  2939  Wabash  avenue,  Chicago,  chairman  domestie  sdeBSS 

committee,  National  Farmers'  Congress. 
F.  C.  Johnson,  Kishwaukee,  cider  and  vinegar  manufacturer  (Q), 
T.  W.  Ruekheim,  Chicago,  manufacturing  confectioner. 
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IDAHO. 

Zobert  Mnlleken,  seoretary  hortioaltural  society,  Nampa. 

IKDIAKA. 

iftron  Jonea,  master  of  National  and  State  Grange,  South  Bend  (G). 
^.  J.  Fairfield,  M.  D.,  secretary  board  of  healtn,  representing  Commeroial  Clnb| 
Anderson. 

IOWA. 

Qgene  Seoor,  general  manager  and  treasurer  United  -States  Bee  Keepers'  Union, 
Forest  City.  , 

KAM8A8. 

iomas  Ryan,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Interior,  Washington,  D.  0« 
)mmercial  Club  of  Topeka. 

KENTUCKY. 


B.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  medical  society,  Louisville. 
W.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  medical  society,  Louisville. 


MARYLAND. 

tarn  J.  Gk>sman,  M.  D.,  druggist  and  manufacturer,  S46  North  Charles  street,  Balti- 
more (G). 
larles  £.  Coffin,  manufacturer  and  farmer,  Mnirkirk  (G). 

B.  McDonnell,  College  Park,  State  chemist. 
M.  Nesbit,  College  Park  (G). 

bert  £.  Thompson,  druggist,  101  North  Charles  street,  Baltimore  (G). 

arles  Caspar!,  Baltimore,  secretary  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  (G). 

J.  Patterson,  College  Park,  Agricultural  and  Mining  College  and  Experiment 

St'ation. 
rdan  Stabler,  comer  Madison  and  Eutaw  streets,  Baltimore  (G). 
W.  Lehman,  Ph.  D.,  Baltimore,  chemist,  board  of  health. 
G.  Welch,  M.  D.,  College  Park,  Agricultural  College  and  Experiment  Station. 
s.  B.  Ager,  Hyattsville,  master  State  Grange,  representative  National  Grange. 
Bnos  R&yt  Chillium,  lecturer  State  Grange, 
iiliam  B.  Sands,  Baltimore,  secretary  State  Grange, 
illiam  Powell,  manufacturer  and  farmer,  Baltimore  (G). 
arles  E.  Dohme,  Baltimore,  American  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
orge  G.  McGaw,  North  Charles  street,  Baltimore  (G). 

W.  Sylvester,  president  Agricultural  and  Mining  College,  College  Park  (G). 
H.  Brinkley,  College  Park,  experiment  station. 

IfASSACH  USETT8. 

ram  H.  Logan,  202  State  street,  Boston,  Boston  Wholesale  Grocers' Association  and 

(G). 
D.  Perky,  67  Jackson  street,  Worcester  (G). 
.  C.  Jewitt,  Worcester,  master  State  Grange. 

C.  Dowse,  editor  N*  E.  Grocer,  Boston  (G). 

F.  Carpenter,  Somerville,  ex-president  Retail  Grocers'  Association  (G). 

ftlter   M.    Lowney,    Boston,    National   Confectioners'  and  N.  E.  Confectioners' 

Associations, 
brion  A.  McBride,  316  Bigelow  street,  Cambridge,  National  W«  C.  T.  U.,  Domestic 

Science  Branch. 
B.  H.  Wright,  Boston,  Boston  Retail  Grocers'  Association. 
B.  Morrison,  Boston,  Boston  Retail  Grocers'  Association, 
orge  O.  Robinson,  Boston. 
Elliott  Smith,  Boston, 
hn  Connor,  Boston. 
L.  Grave,  Boston, 
thur  W.  Brigham,  Boston, 
tnry  H.  Goodell,  Ambers^  president  State  Agrionltaral  College  and  director  exper- 

ment  station. 
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NXW   HAMPSHIRE. 

N.  J.  Baehelder,  Concord,  master  State  Grange,  chairman  exeontiTe  committee  of 

National  Grange,  P.  of  H. 
Wm.  J.  Keid,  ParkhHl  (G.). 

ORBGON. 

Edmund  Gilter,  Salem  (G.). 

Jas.  B.  Montgomery,  Portland  (G.). 

OHIO. 

Oirin  Thacker,  secretary  Wholesale  Grocers'  AKSociation,  Colnmhns. 

F.  W.  Herbst,  drug  inspector  of  food  and  drng  commissioner,  Colnmhna. 

J.  E.  Blackburn,  dairy  and  food  comDiissiouer,  Columbus,  and  president  of  National 

Association  Dairy  and  Food  Departoients. 
J.  H.  Beal,  Ohio  State  Pharmnceutical  ARsociation,  Scio. 
J.  A.  Miller,  secretary  Ohio  Brewers'  Association,  Cincinnati. 
D.  L.  Sleeper,  chief  connsel  dairy  and  food  commissioner,  Columbus. 


OKLAHOMA. 


D.  P.  Flynn.  Guthrie  (G). 
William  Grimes,  Kingfisher  (G). 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


John  McClnrg,  Pittsburg,  mannfactnring  confectioner. 

Crisby  Gray,  Pittsburg,  superintendent  bureau  of  health. 

A.  H.  Edwards,  Pittsburg,  meat,  milk,  and  food  inspector. 

Frank  Moore,  North  Orwell  State  Grange. 

Frank  P.  Hendley,  117  Callowhill  street,  Pbiladelpltia,  wholesale  grocer. 

Hon.  Thomas  J.  Edge,  Harrisbnrg,  secretary  of  aj);ri culture  (G). 

John  Hamilton,  Harrisbnrg,  deputy  commissioner  of  agriculture. 

A.  S.  Deeter,  144  Pennsylvania  street,  Reading,  president  Retail  Grocers'  Association. 

Albert  Kaiser,  1653  Passayunk  avenue,  Philadelphia  Retail  Grocers'  Association. 

D.  S.  Krieble,  grocer,  Germantown,  Philadelpbin. 
O.  H.  Henry,  grocer,  Germantown,  Philadelphia. 
P.  McGinty,  Philadelphia. 

Joseph  H.  Scott,  Philadelphia. 

Leonard  Rhone,  Center  Hall,  master  State  Grange  (G). 

Edward  Hart,  editor  Journal,  Easton,  American  Chemical  Society. 

William  Frear,  Ph.  D.,  State  College  chemist,  department  of  agriculture. 

Will  B.  Powell,  importer  and  breeder  of  blooded  stock,  Shadeiand. 

Mrs.  £.  S.  Sturr,  dairy  editress  Public  Ledger,  Philadelphia,  appointed  by  dairy  and 

food  commisHioner. 
William  R.  Warner,  1228  Market  street,  Philadelphia,  proprietary  manufacturer. 
M.  N.  Kline,  pharmacist.  Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade. 
Thomas  Martinda^e,  retail  grocer,  941  Market  street,  Philadelphia. 
John  F.  Patton,  York,  American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

E.  A.  Cornell,  Williamsport,  State  board  of  pharmacy. 
Lonis  Fmaniiel,  pharmacist,  177  Second  avenue,  Pittsburg. 
Charles  T.  George,  M.  D.,  Harrisbnrg,  State  board  of  pharmacy. 
Felix  A.  Boericke,  pharmacist,  1011  Arch  street,  Philadelphia. 
Henry  C.  Porter,  Towanda,  State  board  of  pharmacy. 
Robert  P.  Duff,  Pittsburg  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Jas.  H.  McGrath,  1009  Oxford  street,  Philadelphia,  Philadelphia  Retail  Grocers' 
Association. 

Jason  Sexton,  Springhouse,  farmer  (G). 

Levi  Wells,  Harrisbnrg,  dairy  and  food  romniissioner. 

Lonis  Bnrk,  1214  North  Third  street,  Philadelphia,  pork  packer. 

George  C.  Hutchinson,  Warriorsmark,  National  Association  Dairy  and  Food  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

C.  B.  Tappan,  Philadelphia,  Retail  Groc«»'  Association. 

George  C.  Groff,  M.  D.,  Lewisburg,  State  board  of  health  (G). 

Jos.  P.  Remington,  Philadelphia,  College  of  Pharmacy  (G). 

Jacob  H.  Redsecker,  Lebanon  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

A;  C-  Latimer,  Washington,  D.  C. 


1 


12        NATIONAL  PURE  FOOD  AND  DRUG  C0N6BES8. 

UTAH. 

Frank  Benton,  Department  of  Agrionltare,  Washington,  D.  C.,  repretentalite  Utth 
State  Bee  Keepers'  Association. 

VIRGINIA. 

C.  C.  Mercer,  Hamilton,  agriculturists  (G). 

J.  A.  Jefferies,  Warren  ton,  druggists  (G). 

John  Thompson  Brown,  Bedford,  board  of  visitors,  A.  and  M.  Coll^eb 

J.  W.  Walter,  University  of  >rirginia,  professor  of  chemistry. 

Arthur  Jordan,  M.  D.,  Richmond,  Academy  of  Medicine  and  Sorgery  (G). 

J,  W.  Henson,  M.  D.  (G). 

Richard  H.  Gaines,  Richmond,  State  chemist.  Department  of  Agrioolturai 

Geo.  F.  Harrison,  farmer,  Chantilla  (G). 

Capt.  H.  L.  Salsbury,  Merrilield,  State  grange. 

Samuel  H.  Lnnt,  Alexandria  (G). 

Wm.  M.  King,  Glencarlvn,  Agricultural  Department. 

Alex.  J.  Wedderharn,  Fairfax  County  (G),  master  State  Orange  and  repretentsttfi 

Colorado  Bee  Keepers'  Association. 
£.  F.  Golson,  Somerset  (G). 
M.  £.  Church,  Falls  Church,  State  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

0.  E.  Hine,  Vienna,  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Professor  Mallett,  Charlottesville,  American  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
F.  Ashby  Miller,  Richmond,  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  ViiginiA 
Pharmaceutical  Association. 

WISCONSIN. 

A.  H.  Hollister,  Madison,  State  Board  of  Pharmacy. 

Jessie  Birmingham,  Abrauis  (G). 

William  Larsen,  proprietor  Wm.  Larsen's  Canuing  Companv,  Green  Bay  (G)» 

U.  O.  B.  Wingate,  M.  D.,  secretary  Board  of  Health,  Milwaukee. 

F.  Barry,  secretary  Millers'  National  Association,  Milwaukee. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

John  H.  Ruhl,  Clarksburs  (G). 

L.  L.  Loar,  retail  i^ocer,  Grafton  (G). 

John  H.  Grimm,  druggist,  Parksbnrg  (G). 

1.  W.  Gall,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  (G). 

LOCAL  ADVISORY  COMMITTBB. 

Frank  Hume,  chairman,  wholesale  grocer,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Matthew  Trimble,  first  vice  chairman,  assessor  of  District  of  CoIamMa. 

Wm.  C.  Woodward,  second  vice  chairman,  health  officer. 

R.  N.  Harper,  treasurer,  president  District  of  Columbia  Pharmaoentical  AHodatioB. 

J.  D.  Hird,  chemist  of  District  of  Columbia. 

Beriah  Wilkins,  editor  Washinjprton  Post. 

J.  F.  Oyster,  wholesale  butter  dealer. 

Alex.  J.  Wedderburn,  secretary. 

ACTION  BT  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEB. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  National  Pure  Food  and  Drag  Con- 
gress met  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  2l8t  day  of  March,  1898, 
and  directed  that  the  foregoing  memorial  be  sent  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

Wm.  Fkeab,  Chairman. 

Franklin  Dye,  Secretary. 


ACTION  OP  THE  NATIONAL  OBANGE,   PATRONS  OP  HUSBANDBT. 

Farmers  have  been  greatly  benefited  by  State  legislation  in  the  inter- 
est of  pure  food,  but  there  seems  to  be  need  of  a  national  law  upon  this 
important  subject.    It  is  suggested  that  the  farmers  insist  npon  the 
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igid  enforcement  of  the  oleomargarine  law,  as  there  is  good  reason  to 
elieve  that  some  United  States  officials  are  carele^^s  in  its  enforcement, 
r  in  sympathy  with  the  violators  of  this  law. — Master^s  Annual 
Iddresa, 

RESOLUTION  ADOPTED. 

Whereas  no  more  important  subject  presents  itself  for  consideration  than  the 
Inlteration  of  dmg  and  food  products,  and  the  extent  of  food  adnlteration  is  so 
meral  and  so  widespread  in  its  evil  effects^  that  it  is  costing  the  people  millions  of 
illars  every  year;  is  demoralizing  honest  business,  upsetting  legitimate  trade,  and 
trading  the  homes  of  America  in  every  section,  and  its  effects  upou  the  health  of  the 
Uion  are  such  as  to  steadily  undermine  its  life  and  strength:  Therefore,  be  it 
Iie$olced,  That  the  National  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  in  thirty-first  annual 
«slon  assembled,  hereby  reaffirms  its  previous  position  on  this  subject,  and  demands 
r  Congress  the  passage  of  laws  to  prevent  the  interstate  traffic  in  adulterated  and 
isbranded  food  and  arue  products. 

Beaolred,  That  the  legislative  committee  of  the  Kational  Qran^e,  when  appointed, 
»,  and  is  hereby,  directed  to  send  petitions  to  every  subordinate  grange  in  the 
nited  States,  urging  upon  Congress  the  adoption  of  a  pure  food  and  drug  law,  to 
9  signed  and  returned  by  them  to  Congress. 

Betolved,  lliat  our  national  legislative  committee  be  directed  to  present  these  reso- 
Ltions  to  each  Senator  and  Member  of  Congress  and  use  every  legitimate  means  to 
«ure  the  passage  of  remedial  laws,  and  they  are  hereby  authonzed  to  cooperate 
ith  other  associations  to  secure  a  like  end  in  such  manner  as  may  appear  best  to 
lem. 

Besolntions  similar  in  character  to  the  above  were  also  adopted  by 
le  Association  of  Official  Agricultural  Chemists  and  the  National 
'armers'  Congress  at  their  last  annual  session  and  by  many  State 
ranges  and  other  representative  bodies. 


BILLS  IN  BOTH  SENATE  AND  HOUSE. 

The  above  bill  was  also  presented  in  the  Senate  by  Hon.  Charles  J. 
'aulkner,  of  West  Virginia,  as  Senate  No.  4144,  and  referred  to  the  Sen- 
te  Committee  on  Agricultare  and  Forestry.  In  the  House  it  is  H.  B. 
L54,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign 
ommerce,  of  which  Hon.  William  P.  Hepburn  is  chairman. 


NT.  B.  (G)  in  parentheses  after  name  indicates  appointment  by  governor 
r  the  State. 


8.  Doe.  91- 
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5th  Gongbebs^  )  SENATE.  (  Document 

2d  Session.       ]  \     No.  234. 


INTOXICAiaifG  LIQUORS,  ETC.,  VS  THE  DISTBIOT  OP 

ALASKA. 


LETTEB 

FBOIC 

'HE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

IN  RB8PON8S  TO 

BSOLUnON  OF  THB  8BNATB  OF  APRIL  X  1898>  RBLATZVB  TO  THS 
BNFORCSBfBKT  OF  THS  STATXTTB  PROHIBITING  THB  IMPORTA- 
TION, MANVFAGTXTRB.  AND  8AI.B  OF  JNTOZICATINO  LIQUORS^ 
BTC^  IN  THB  DISTRICT  OF  ALASKA. 


pRU.  12, 1888.~Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


«^ 


Tbeasubt  Dbfabtmbnt, 

Office  of  the  Secbetabt, 
Washington^  D.  C,  April  8, 1898. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Senate  resola- 
on  dated  the  1st  instant^  the  text  of  which  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  is  hereby  directed  to  inform  the 
3nate  \rhether  section  14,  chapter  58,  Statutes  at  Lar^e,  volume  23,  prohibiting 
le  importation,  manufacture,  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liqnors,  etc.,  in  the  District 
'  Alaska,  is  being  enforced,  and  if  not,  what  means  are  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
ill  enforcement  thereof. 

Replying  thereto,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  under  section 
I,  chapter  53,  Statutes  at  Large,  volume  23,  the  President  issued  reg- 
latious  dated  May  4, 1887,  and  March  12, 1892,  which  are  now  in  force, 
3pies  of  which  are  inclosed. 

Under  these  regulations  the  introduction  of  intoxicating  liquors  into 
[le  Territory  was  prohibited  except  for  medicinal,  mechanical,  sacra- 
lental,  or  scientific  purposes,  and  then  only  on  a  permit  from  the 
^Hector  of  customs  tor  Alaska.  Thej'  also  prohibited  the  manufacture 
ud  sale  of  such  liquors  in  the  Territory  except  for  the  purposes  speci- 
ed,  under  a  license  to  be  issued  by  the  governor  of  Alaska. 

With  regard  to  the  regulations  ibr  the  introduction  of  liquors  into 
[le  Territory,  it  may  be  stated  that  every  effort  has  been  made  by  this 
department  and  its  officers  to  enforce  the  law.  The  collector  of  cus- 
>ms  for  Alaska  has  made  numerous  seizuresof  liquors  illegally  imported 
ito  the  Territory  and  shipped  the  same  to  Portland,  Oreg.,  for  sale. 
he  customs  ofiQcers  on  the  Pacific  coast  were  instructed  also  to  care- 
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tion  of  that  section  of  the  organic  law  which  provides  that  **  the  importation,  man- 
nfactnre,  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liqnoni  in  said  district,  except  for  mechanical, 
scientific,  and  medicinal  purposes,  is  herehy  prohibited,  under  the  penalties  which 
are  provided  in  section  1955  of  the  Revised  Statutes  for  the  wrongfal  importation  of 
distilled  spirits.  And  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  make  such  regula- 
tions as  are  necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  section.'' 

Even  if  there  has  been  no  lapse,  negligence,  or  failure  on  the  part  of  the  officials 
charged  with  this  great  responsioility,  yet  it  is  a  fact,  that  absolutely  admits  of  no  con- 
tradiction, that  if  there  were  no  laws  whatever  on  the  statute  books  regarding  the 
importation,  manufacture,  and  sale  of  intoxicating  spirits  the  traffic  in  Alaska  coul<l  not 
possibly  be  more  open  and  notorious.  The  remarkable  spectacle  is  here  presented  of 
an  undisguised  contempt  for  the  laws  of  this  Government,  and  a  paridlel  is  not  to  be 
fonnd  elsewhere  on  this  continent  where  the  American  flag  floats  as  an  emblem  of 
authority.  Why  this  anomalous  condition  of  things  should  be  found  here,  and  here 
alone,  may  excite  wonderment,  but  it  is  not  difficult  to  demonstrate  why  this  is  so. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  population  of  Alaska  is  composed  of  persons  who  scorn 
temperance  legislation  of  any  Kind,  and  who  especially  believe  that  sumptuary  laws 
are  an  invasion  of  reserved  private  rights.  Furthermore,  they  persist  in  regarding 
the  special-tax  stamp  of  the  Inteiiial-Kevenue  Bureau,  which  is  to  be  found  in  every 
saloon — totally  unfounded  as  is  that  assumption — as  a  license  issued  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  protection  of  the  business. 

The  situation  is  utterly  incongruous,  and  it  is  scarcely  surprising  that  no  jury  can 
be  impaneled  that  will  return  a  verdict  against  a  violator  of  the  law.  The  result  is 
that  there  is  practically  no  restriction  of  the  traffic.    In  the  city  of  Juneau,  with  a 

Sopnlation  of  3,000  or  4,000,  there  are  said  to  be  upward  of  forty  saloons,  and  in 
itka,  the  seat  of  government,  there  are  probably  a  dozen ;  and  there  are  several 
breweries  operated  without  a  semblance  ot  disguise.  All  attempts  of  Government 
officials  to  stamp  them  out  have  proved  mere  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit.  The 
seizure  of  a  few  bottles  of  liquor  is  smilingly  submitted  to,  and  after  the  departure  of 
the  officers  the  culprits  come  up  cheerfully  with  a  new  supply,  easily  procured  from 
some  secret  cache,  and  are  reaay  for  the  next  raid. 

It  would  be  strange  if,  under  these  conditions,  the  officers  of  the  law  did  not  become 
discoaraged  and  vote  the  eflbrt  to  do  their  auty  in  this  reeard  a  sheer  waste  of 
energy.  So  we  see  the  result:  A  prohibition  district  where  tne  anrestricted  sale  of 
intoxicants  discounts  any  region  that  professes  to  confine  the  traffic  within  any  sort 
of  limits,  and  where  the  whole  people  are  reallv  put  at  a  disadvantage  on  account  of 
laws  meant  for  their  good.  •  There  can  hardly  ne  any  exaggeration  of  the  deplorable 
failure  of  the  law,  and  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  can  not  see  how  there  can  be  any  valid 
argument  favoring  its  retention  on  the  statute  books  without  some  new  and  suc- 
cessful means  for  its  enforcement.  It  was  originally  adopted,  no  doubt,  as  a  neces- 
sary protection  of  the  natives  of  Alaska  against  the  use  of  liquor,  and  this  spirit 
might  possibly  well  be  applied  to  all  people. 

Bat  It  remains  a  fact  that  throughout  the  country  general  laws  forbid  the  sale  of 
intoxicants  to  the  aborigines^  and  there  is  no  apparent  reason  why  these  laws  could 
not  be  made  to  cover  the  natives  of  Alaska,  thus  removing  the  necessity  for  the  law 
affecting  the  entire  population.  Certainly,  all  interests  would  now  be  best  subserved 
by  the  repeal  of  existing  statutes  and  the  adoption  of  a  law  similar  to  that  in  force 
in  other  regions  where  the  Congress  prescribes  the  conditions  of  this  traffic.  In  the 
Territories  and  the  District  of  Columbia  there  is  no  such  situation  as  we  find  in 
Alaska,  and  the  good  government  of  the  latter,  in  some  notable  respect  the  most 
promising  portion  of  this  great  domain  now  under  the  direct  control  of  the  central 
Government,  presents  no  adequate  or  logical  justification  for  a  system  which  was 
perhaps  even  originallv  based  upon  false  premises,  and  which  now  oft'ers  no  excuse 
for  the  continuauon  of  a  policy  that  manifestly  can  not  be  enforced. 

During  my  tour  through  the  district  I  talked  with  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men 
on  this  topic,  and  from  the  free-and-easy  citizen  who  cares  little  for  the  moral  aspect 
of  the  case  to  the  missionary  and  the  man  devoted  heart  and  soul  to  the  uplifting  of 
his  kind,  I  think  I  may  say  that  there  was  no  exception  to  the  opinion  that  ^*  some- 
thing must  be  ddne,''  and  that  there  is  scarcely  any  change  conceivable  that  would 
not  be  an  improvement  upon  existing  conditions.  The  whole  people  are  shocked  and 
shamed  by  tne  report  that  in  a  *' prohibition ''  communitv,  where  there  were  appre- 
hensions that  a  food  famine  was  imminent,  whisky  came  in  in  undesired  abundance, 
while  bread  was  scarce.  A  consensus  of  the  best  opinion  of  Alaska  I  infer  to  be  that 
the  conntenancing  of  the  liquor  traffic  by  the  imposition  of  a  license  would  be  the 
best  escape  f^om  what  is  now  a  maddening  and  intolerable  situation,  and  which 
would  be  ludicrous  did  it  not  embody  conditions  which  seriously  reflect  upon  the 
majesty  of  a  great  Government. 

From  conversations  with  many  persons  in  all  walks  of  life  it  is  my  conclusion  that 
a  high  license — say  from  $800  to  $1,200— would  come  nearer  to  a  proper  and  satis- 
iactoTj  adjustment  of  the  vexed  question  than  any  other  remedy  available.    It  was 
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eale  and  delivery  of  each  liqnors  made  by  or  for  me  daring  the  month  embraced 
therein,  and  the  tme  siffnatnre  to  every  requeat  received  and  sranted;  and  sach 
retams  shall  show  all  the  intoxicating  liqnors  sold  or  delivered  to  any  and  every 
person  as  returned/' 

Sach  applicant  shall  also  file  with  his  said  application  a  bond  to  the  governor  of 
said  Territory,  in  snoh  penal  sam  as  the  governor  shall  prescribe,  not  less  than  five 
hundred  dollars  ($600),  conditioned  that  tor  any  violation  of  said  act  of  May  17, 1884, 
or  the  rojralations  established  by  the  President  thereunder,  said  bond  shall  be  for- 
feited. Such  bond  shall  be  signed  by  the  applicant  or  applicants,  as  principal  or 
principals,  and  by  at  least  two  sureties,  who  shall  justify  under  oath  in  the  sam  of 
hve  hundrad  dollars  ($500)  each  over  and  above  all  indebtedness  and  exemptions,  and 
snch  bond  shall  be  approved  by  and  deposited  with  the  governor.  The  United 
States  and  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  injured  or  damaged  by  reason  of  anv 
violation  of  said  law,  or  tne  regulations  thereunder,  may  have  an  action  upon  such 
bond. 

Upon  taking  said  oath  and  filiog  said  bond,  the  governor  of  said  Territory  may 
isaue  to  the  applicant  a  permit  authorizing  him  to  keep  and  sell  intoxicating  hcjuora 
as  provided  by  said  act  and  regulations  made  thereunder;  and  every  permit  so 
l^nted  shall  specify  the  building,  giving  the  location  thereof  by  street  or  number, 
m  which  intoxicating  liquors  may  be  sola  by  virtue  of  the  same,  and  the  length  of 
time  the  same  shall  be  in  force,  which  in  no  case  shall  exceed  twelve  months. 

3.  The  sale  for  medicinal  purposes  shall  be  made  only  upon  the  prescription  of  a 
reputable  practicing  phyaioian  of  said  Territory,  stating  the  kind  and  quantity  of 
liquor  necessary  to  be  used  by  the  patient. 

4.  The  sale  for  mechanical  and  scientific  purposes  shall  be  made  only  upon  appli- 
cation duly  subscribed  and  sworn  to  by  the  applicant  in  person,  before  some  person 
authorized  to  administer  oaths,  made  by  the  party  desiring  to  use  the  same,  stating 
the  kind  and  quantity  of  liquor  required,  and  that  the  same  is  necessary  for 
mechanical  or  scientific  purposes  (stating  particularly  the  purpose  and  the  exact 
locality  where  to  be  used). 

5.  No  licensed  person  shall  sell  or  deliver  any  intoxicating  liquors  to  any  person 
if  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  applications,  certificates,  or  affidavits  submitted 
to  him  by  applicants  are  evasive  or  untrue ;  oi^  to  any  minor  or  intoxicated  person, 
or  to  one  addicted  to  intoxication.  If  the  applicant  is  not  personally  known  to  the 
person  selling,  before  filling  his  request  he  shall  require  identification  by  a  person 
Known  to  him,  and  a  statement  signed  by  such  witnesss  that  the  applicant  is  not  a 
minor  and  is  not  in  the  habit  of  using  intoxicating  liquors  to  excess,  and  is  worthy 
of  credit  as  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  statements  in  his  application. 

6.  At  the  end  of  each  month  each  licensed  person  shall  make  out  and  forward  to 
the  governor  an  itemized  report  of  the  date  and  quantity  sold  to  each  person,  and, 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  bought ;  and  if,  upon  a  prescription,  the  name  of  the 
physician  giving  the  same,  which  report  shall  be  sworn  to. 

7.  Any  person  violating  these  regulations,  or  the  provisions  of  law  relative  to  the 
sale  of  distilled  spirits  or  intoxicating  liquors  in  Alaska,  shall  be  liable  upon  con- 
viction in  the  proper  tribunal  to  the  penalties  imposed  in  section  1955  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  the  United  States,  and  in  any  event  upon  such  violation  by  such  person 
his  permit  shall  be  revoked  and  not  renewed  without  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  interior. 

8.  In  case  any  physician  makes  a  false  certi6cate  as  to  matters  aforesaid,  any 
certificate  of  his  thereafter  shall  be  rejected  and  no  application  shall  be  granted 
thereon;  and  in  any  case  when  a  false  affidavit  is  made,  all  applications  by  such 
person  thereafter  shall  be  rejected.  Copartnerships,  corporations,  and  all  associa- 
tions are  included  within  the  foregoing  rules. 

9.  The  governor  shall  have  power  to  suspend  or  revoke  any  permit  issued  by  him 
to  any  person  whenever,  in  his  judguieut,  it  is  shown,  after  due  notice,  that  such 
person  has  failed  to  comply  with' the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  herein,  or  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  require  such  suspension  or 
revocation  of  the  permit. 

10.  Every  person  who,  under  these  regnlations,  shall  have  obtained  a  s|>ecial  per- 
mit from  the  governor  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  for 
medicinal,  mechanical,  and  scientific  purposes  will  also  be  required  to  pay  to  the 
collector  of  internal  revenue  of  the  district  of  Oregon  (in  which  collection  district 
the  Territory  of  Alaska  is  included)  the  special  tax  as  a  liquor  dealer,  and  in  all 
other  respects  to  comply  with  the  internal-re  venae  laws. 

O.  L.  Spaulding, 

Acting  Secretary. 
ExBCUTiVB  Mansion,  March  II,  1899. 

Approved. 

Benj.  Habbison. 
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NAVAL  HOSPITAL,  MARE  ISLAND,  CAL. 


LETTER 

FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRANSBarriNG 

COP7  OF  A  COBffMUNICATION  FROM  THE  8ECRBTART  OF  THE 
NAV7,  SUBMITTINa  AN  B8TIMATB  OF  APPROPRIATION  FOR  THE 
NAVAL  HOSPITAI^  AiARB  ISLAND,  CAL^  RECENTLY  DESTROYED 


April  14,  1808.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Tbbasubt  Depabtment, 
Office  of  the  Secbetaby, 

Waahingtanj  D.  C,  April  13^  1898. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of 
the  12th  instant,  submitting  an  estimate  of  appropriation,  $100,000,  for 
the  naval  hospital,  Mare  Island,  Gal.,  recently  destroyed  by  the  earth- 
qoake  of  March  30, 1898. 

BespectfuUy,  yours,  L.  J.  Gage, 

Secretary. 
The  Pbesiden T  of  the  Senate. 


Navy  Depabtment, 

Washingiim^  April  12, 1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  transmission  to  Con- 
gress, to  be  included  in  the  naval  appropriation  bill  now  pending  in  the 
Senate,  an  estimate  of  an  appropriation,  amounting  to  |l00,000,  to  be 
immediately  available,  for  tearing  down  and  removing  the  present 
naval  hospital  building  and  appendages  recently  destroyed  by  earth- 
quake at  the  navy-yard,  Mare  Island,  Cal.,  and  erecting  a  new  naval 
hospital  and  appendages  at  that  place.  In  this  connection  I  also 
inclose  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  Surgeon -General  of  the  Navy,  dated 
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the  11th  instant,  with  inclosares,  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  this 
appropriation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  this  matter  may  be  exx>edited. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfoUy, 

John  D.  LoNa,  Secretary, 

The  Seobetabt  of  the  Tbeasust. 


Navy  Depabtment, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  11, 1898. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  w  request  that  an  appropriation  of  $100,OUO 
may  be  asked  for,  to  be  included  in  the  naval  appropriation  bUl  now 
pending,  for  tearing  down  and  removing  present  naval  hospital  build- 
ing and  appendages  recently  destroyed  by  earthquake  at  navy-yard, 
Mare  Island,  Cal.,  and  erecting  a  new  naval  hospital  and  appendages 
at  that  place,  the  appropriation  to  be  immediately  available. 

The  original  cost  of  the  present  hospital  was  $127,000.  It  accom- 
modates 90  patients  and  has  been  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity.  It  is 
proposed  to  erect  in  its  stead  a  wooden  building  of  about  the  same 
capacity,  with  improvements  in  construction  and  adaptation  in  accord- 
ance with  modern  hospital  requirements. 

The  estimate  submitted  has  been  prepared  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks  at  the  request  of  this  BureaiK 

A  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Bureau  and  the  com* 
manda,nt,  navy-ys^rd,  Mare  Island,  is  transmitted  herewith. 

I  am  informed  by  the  colonel  commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps  that 
the  patients  from  the  hospital  have  been  temporarily  transferred  to  the 
marine  barracks. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  K.  Van  Beypbn, 

Surgeon- Oeneraly  United  States  Navy, 

The  Seobetabt  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegrams.] 

Marb  ISLjua>,  Cal.,  Marek  Si,  1S98. 
The  SnRGKON-GBNBii4L,  Naty  Department : 

Hospital  building  seriously  damaged  by  earthquake  last  night.    Surrey  ordered. 
Request  authority  to  make  some  immediate  repairs  for  safety. 

Glass,  Commanding. 


WASHmoTON,  D.  C,  March  SI,  1898. 
To  Mare  Islakd,  Cal.  : 

Bepairs  essential  to  immediate  safety  authorized. 

Van  Beypxm. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  4, 1898. 
To  Mark  Island,  Cal.  : 

Forward  by  telegraph  to  Bureau  as  soon  as  possible  estimated  cost  to  permanently 
repair  property  under  Bureau  of  Medicine  ana  Surgery  damaged  by  earthquake. 

Van  Rktpxn. 


NAVAL   HOSPITAL,  MARE    ISLAND,  CAL. 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  7, 1898. 


To  Marb  Island,  Cal.  : 

Telegraph  immediate! 
inder  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Sargery  damaged  by  earthqnake. 


Telec^raph  immediately  rough  estimate  of  cost  to  permanently  repair  property 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  damaged  by  earthqnake. 

Van  Rbtpen. 


Mark  Island,  Cal.,  April  7, 1898. 
urgeon-General,  Waahingtan,  D.  C; 

Board  of  sunrey,  with  assistance  of  Qovemment  superintendent  of  construction, 
an  Francisco,  will  finish  examination  to-morrow.  Hospital  building  probably  be 
ondemned ;  better  ask  for  enough  money  to  bnild  steel-framed  hospital. 

KiRKLAND,  Commandant, 


Mark  Island,  Cal.,  April  8, 1898, 
ubobon-Gbneral,  Navy  Department : 

Board  of  survey  recommends  condemnation  of  hospital  building.    Estimates  can 
e  based  only  on  plans  adopted  by  Bureau. 

KiRKLAND,  Commandant, 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  9, 1898. 
Tatt-Tabd,  Mare  I$land,  Cal.: 

Will  hospital  building  be  safe  for  inmates  when  present  repairs  are  completed  f 

Van  Rbypen. 


Mare  Island,  Cal.,  April  9,  1898, 
urgeon-Genbral,  Navy  Department: 

No  repairs  are  being  made.  All  work  done  has  been  tearing  down  chimneys  and 
laster  likely  to  fall  immediately.  In  case  repairs  were  attempted,  the  building 
lost  be  unoccupied. 

KiRKLAND,  Commandant. 


hOmatee  of  appropriatiine  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1899, 
oy  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Navy  D^artment. 

raval  hospital,  Mare  Island,  Cal. : 

For  tearing  down  and  removing  present  naval  hospital  building  and 
appendages  recently  destroyed  by  earthquake  at  navy-yard,  Mare 
Island,  Cal.,  and  erecting  a  new  naval  hospital  and  appendages  at 
that  place,  to  be  immediately  available  (submitted) '. $100, 000 


I 


fiSxH  CoNaBESS, )  SENATE,  (  Dooumbnt 

2d  Session.      i  \     No.  236. 


WILKINSON  CALL. 


ICaboh  7, 18d8.— Keferred  to  the  Committee  on  PrivilegM  and  Eleotiona. 

Apbil  14, 1886.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


ICr.  OHAHDLEBy  from  the  Oommittee  on  Privileges   and  ElectionSi 

reported  the  following 

MEMORIAL  OF  WILKINSON  CALL,  FOR  EIOHTZIEN  TBAR8  A  SEN- 
ATOR OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  FLORIDA, 
AND  OF  SOME  MEMBERS  OF  THE  FLORIDA  LEGISLATURE, 
RELATING  TO  THE  ELECTION  OF  SENATOR  FOR  THE  TERM 
COMMENCINa  MARCH  4,  1897. 


To  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

Tonr  memorialist  respectfully  states  that  he  was  for  eighteen  years  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States  from 'the  State  of  Florida. 

That  he  is  now  a  private  citizen  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

That  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  United  States  Senator  for 
the  term  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March,  1897. 

He  presents  to  the  Senate  the  following  statement  of  facts,  signed 
by  Mr.  E.  A.  Wilson,  of  St.  John  County;  Mr.  Moses  W.  Linton,  of 
Madison  County,  and  by  Mr.  Bowen  Shepard,  of  Liberty  County,  Fla., 
members  of  the  legislature,  for  themselves  and  others. 

He  states  that  the  members  of  the  legislature  of  Florida  whose 
names  are  signed  to  this  memorial  are  honest,  truthful,  and  incormpti- 
ble  men  and  worthy  citizens  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

He  avers  that  the  statements  of  this  memorial  are  true. 

That  he  is  himself  a  witness  as  to  the  truth  of  many  of  them  and 
as  to  the  tactA  that  constitute  the  circumstantial  evidence  which  con- 
clusively proves  the  truth  of  others. 

He  avers  that  the  truth  of  the  statements  made  in  this  memorial  of 
the  members  of  the  legislature,  hereto  attached,  is  within  the  knowl- 
edge of  many  members  of  the  legislature  and  of  other  persons,  and  can 
be  proven. 

Your  memorialist  presents  this  petition  to  the  Senate  to  the  end  that 
an  investigation  shall  be  made  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate  as  to  their 
tmth,  and  such  legislation  be  enacted  as  will  prevent  persons  and  cor- 
porations, nonresidents  of  the  States,  not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
its  laws,  but  engaged  in  the  interstate  commerce,  from  interfering  with 
elections  or  nominations  for  Senators  of  the  United  States  and  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  members  of  the  legislatures  of  the  States,  and  from 
using  money  to  influence  such  elections,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  Senate  to  report  on  the  same. 
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It  is  only  &ir  to  state  that  he  shotilfl  add  to  this  statement  that  no 
charges  are  intended  to  be  made  in  this  memorial  against  the  president 
of  the  Florida  Central  Peninsula  Railroad  Company,  Mr.  Daval,  or  the 
owners  of  tJiat  corporation.  It  is  believed  that  the  president  and  owners 
of  this  corporation  had  no  connection  with  the  corrupt  and  criminal  acts 
connected  with  the  Senatorial  contest  of  1897. 

Your  memorialist  makes  no  charges  in  this  memorial  against  any  par- 
ticular person,  but  avers  that  the  facts  are  truthfully  stated,  and  prays 
for  a  committee  of  investigation,  that  such  laws  may  be  enacted  as  will 
idd  the  States  ui  preventing  this  great  publie  evUi 

Wilkinson  Gall 


XBMOBIAL  TO  THB  SKNATE  OF  THB  UNITED  STATES.  • 

to  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
State  of  Fleri&,  j^resent  and  voting  in  tiie  jc^nt  assembly  for  the  dee- 
ti(m  of  a  d^atw  of  the  TJnited  States  firom  Florida,  eat  the  3d  day  of 
April,  1897,^  respectfully  state : 

That  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1897,  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Florida,  convened  at  Tallahassee^  the  capital,  and 
became  organized  as  a  senate  and  house  of  representatives  in  pursuance 
of  law. 

That  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  April,  in  conformity  with  the  statnte 
of  the  United  States,  the  two  houses  balloted  for  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  from  the  State  of  Florida,  for  the  tetm  of  six  years,  ootaimendtig 
on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1897^  On  the  6ucoe|)ding  day,  no  person 
having  been  chosen,  they  went  into  joint  convention  and  balloted,  and 
continuously  thereafter  until  the  14th  day  of  May  succeeding. 

That  Wilkinson  Gall,  of  Duval  County,  and  Willialn  D.  Chipley,  of 
Escambia  County,  were  the  principal  candidates  voted  for. 

That  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Liberty,  Gadsden,  WakuUa,  Jefferson, 
Hamilton,  Suwannee,  Lafayette,  Madison,  Columbia,  Baker,  Nassaa, 
Duval.  Clay,  Putnt^n,  Bradford,  Alachua^  Levy,  Marion,  Sutnter,  Bre- 
vard, St.  Johns,  Monroe,  De  Soto,  Manatee,  Hillsboro,  Hernando,  Citras, 
and  Pasco  chose  60  members  out  of  the  100,  which  comprised  the  two 
houses,  to  vote  for  Wilkinson  Call,  and  in  some  form  of  expression  of 
public  opinion  so  instructed  and  pledged  them. 

That  previous  to  the  meetiDg  of  said  legislature  agent-s  and  repre- 
sentatives of  certain  persons  had  been  sent  through  the  State  to  dia- 
tribute  free  pass  books  and  purchase  with  money  the  votes  of  sack 
members  as  could  be  bought  to  vote  against  the  said  Call,  and  deftst 
the  will  of  the  people  for  his  election. 

That  upon  the  assembling  of  the  legislature  persons,  some  of  tiiem  of 
bad  character,  from  all  parts  of  the  State  were  brought  to  Tidlahassee 
to  influence  votes  against  the  election  of  said  Call. 

That  money  was  lavishly  su))plied  to  purchase  the  votes  of  members. 

That  free  hotels,  free  barrooms,  and  free  gambling  houses  were  fax- 
nished  to  those  who  would  vote  against  said  Call. 

That  bribery,  fraud,  prostitution,  and  vice  in  every  form  were  made 
use  of.  Women  were  employed  to  entice  members  away  from  the  place 
of  voting  when  they  would  not  vote  against  the  said  Call ;  others,  to 
poison  them  with  drugs  and  keep  them  in  that  condition,  and  thos 
prevent  their  voting.    One  good,  honorable,  and  courageous  member. 
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wko  was  loyal  to  his  pe6ple  and  his  promises^  was  dragged  into  uncon- 
scioaBDess  and  a  woman  of  a  disreputabto  house  hilled  to  keep  him  in 
that  oottditlon^  and  he  finally  died  from  the  effects  of  the  poison  thas 
administered  to  him. 

That  not  less  than  $100,000,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  was 
expended  for  this  purpose. 

That  the  principal  newspaj^ers  of  the  State  were  either  owned  or 
oontrolled  by  the  persons  famishing  the  money  for  thie  criminal  pur- 
poses herein  related. 

Your  memorialists  state  that  a  scene  of  such  retolting  nHckedness 
has  rarely  been  exhibited  in  any  part  ci  the  United  States.  We  think 
it  our  duly  to  present  this  statement  of  &cts  to  the  Senate  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States^  that  such  Itiws  may  be  enacted  and  such 
measures  adopts  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  these  crimes  and  aid 
the  Sta^e  in  bringing  the  perpetrators  to  punishment  without  inter- 
fering with  the  powws  and  prerogatives  oi  the  States. 

Tour  memorialists  chu*ge  that  there  is  ahd  has  been  a  coni^iracy  on 
the  part  of  a  few  men,  nonresidents  of  t^e  State^  but  owning  great 
prt^erties  and  franchises  therein,  to  overthrow  the  State  goverUment^ 
impose  taxes  on  the  people,  and  control  and  use  all  of  its  powers  for 
theirown  purposes  and  benefit,  by  bribery,  frauds  and  ccHTupt  practices 
of  every  kind« 

Your  memorialists  arraign  the  persons  who  frimished  the  money  to 
purchase  the  commission  of  these  critnes,  and  charge  that  with  their 
knowledge  and  approval  their  employees  and  agents  were  the  direct 
accomplices  and  means  by  which  they  were  oarri^  into  effect. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  state  that  the  privileges  and  fran- 
chises granted  to  these  persons  to  engage  in  the  interstate  commerce 
of  the  United  States^  should  not  be  permitted  to  be  used  to  overthrow 
a  State  government,  to  corrupt  the  public  offices,  and  to  degrade  the 
public  morals.  They  arriugn  these  persons  as  guilty  of  these  high 
crimes  before  the  bar  of  your  honorable  body,  and  as  citizens  demand 
the  protection  of  the  just  exercise  of  your  powers* 

Your  memorialists  fdrther  state  that  while  these  persons  have  brought 
themselves  within  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  punitive  provisions  of  the 
State  laws,  their  great  wealth  enables  them  to  defy  its  provisions  and 
shield  their  instruments  by  corrupting  the  administration  of  the  laws 
and  imi>eding  the  course  of  Judicial  procedure,  and  besides  they  reside 
in  other  States  and  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State. 

Your  memorialists  represent  a  people  who  are  conservative  and  who 
do  not  favor  interfering  with  the  just  rights  of  corporations  or  the 
individuals  who  compose  them,  nor  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
men  who  have  accumulated  wealth  by  the  promotion  of  public  enter- 
prises of  importance,  but  they  demand  that  they  shall  not  use  the 
franchises  granted  to  them  in  trust  for  public  purposes  to  pollute  the 
public  and  private  morals,  degrade  the  manhood  and  insult  the  purity 
and  womanhood  of  our  people.  All  this  they  have  done  and  are  still 
doing,  and  have  closed  the  newspapers  against  its  exposure.  The  only 
daily  newspapers  in  the  State  of  general  circulation  are  owned  or  con- 
trolled by  the  men  who  furnished  the  money  for  the  purposes  herein 
stated.  They  control  the  Associated  Press  dispatches,  and  their  news- 
papers are  famished  free  to  all  persons  in  times  of  election.  They 
reduce  the  cost  of  advertising  below  a  compensating  point;  and  their 
power  of  preventing  the  sale  and  speedy  transportation  on  their  trains 
effectually  prohibits  the  existence  of  any  other  newspaper  of  general 
circulation. 
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They  follow  into  private  life  and  blacklist  the  public  gervant  or  pri- 
vate individual  who  refnses  to  become  their  slave  or  who  incurs  the  ill- 
will  of  their  employees,  and  destroy  him  by  defeating  his  efforts  to  earn 
an  honest  support  for  his  family  and  himself. 

Your  memorialists  are  loth  to  place  this  statement  on  record,  but  the 
truth  demands  that  it  should  be  made  known.  The  franchises  owned 
by  the  men  guilty  of  these  crimes  against  the  civilization  of  the  age 
were  granted  by  the  bounty  of  the  people  of  Florida,  and  they  have 
been  able  to  obtain  by  improper  means  the  ownership  of  the  vast  public 
domain  of  the  United  States  in  Florida,  which  was  solemnly  dedicated 
by  law  to  be  the  free  homes  of  the  people,  and  impose  taxes  on  those 
whose  labor  and  hard  toil  makes  them  productive.  In  return  for  this 
bounty  they  have  inaugurated  a  saturnalia  of  crime,  pollution,  and  vice 
that  parallels  the  crimes  of  the  dark  ages,  by  the  introduction  of  poison 
and  secret  murder  as  their  method  of  gaining  power. 

It  would  seem  as  if  it  were  impossible  that  these  statements  could 
be  true,  but  your  memorialists  aver  that  they  are  known  to  many  per- 
sons and  are  capable  of  proof,  and  they  challenge  the  perpetrators  to 
come  before  the  bar  of  public  opinion  and  a  searching  investigation 
and  trial. 

The  influence  of  money  is  insidious.  It  chooses  for  its  instrument  the 
person  least  suspected  and  who  stands  nearest  the  victim;  the  friend 
of  the  people  most  sincere  in  protestations  of  fidelity,  and  the  public 
servant  most  earnest  in  his  declarations  of  zeal  in  their  behalf.  This 
condition  emphasizes  the  danger  to  the  people's  Government  and  to  the 
security  of  our  homes  and  families  from  the  use  of  the  great  accumula- 
tions of  wealth  in  a  few  persons  to  influence  and  control  the  election 
of  public  officers. 

Your  memorialists  appeal  to  you  for  such  aid  as  will  prevent  a  few 
men  owning  franchises  of  taxation  from  using  them  to  overthrow  the 
Government  and  deprive  the  people  of  their  right.  They  further  state 
that  the  persons  before  referred  to  have  been  appealed  to  by  lk>th  Dem- 
ocrats and  Bepublicans  and  Populists  of  eminence  to  abstain  from  these 
practices  and  confine  themselves  to  the  duties  for  which  their  fran- 
chises were  granted,  and  to  withdraw  from  the  ownership  and  control 
of  newspapers  and  from  contributions  of  their  money  for  corrupt  and 
criminal  purposes,  so  that  the  great  political  parties  may  wage  their 
contentions  in  fair  discussion  before  the  people,  and  thus  receive  an 
honest  expression  of  public  opinion ;  but  they  have  refused  to  do  so,  and 
are  now  engaged,  through  their  agents  and  employees,  in  organizing 
themselves  for  the  control  of  the  election  of  a  Senator  and  Member  of 
Congress  in  the  year  1898. 

Your  memorialists  further  state  that  this  is  not  a  question  of  jMlitics 
or  party  success.  The  persons  charged  with  these  crimes  profess  to  be 
Bepublicans,  but  make  use  of  persons  claiming  to  be  Democrats  for  the 
purpose  of  controlling  the  Democratic  party  organization  in  Florida 
and  selecting  the  candidates  for  office  who  will  serve  their  purposes,  and 
defeating  thdse  who  are  loyal  to  the  people  and  their  duty  and  beyond 
the  reach  of  corruption.  This  is  proved  by  the  last  Senatorial  election, 
when,  although  the  people  chose  98  Democrats  to  the  legislature  com- 
posed of  100  members,  with  more  than  a  majority  instructed  and  pledged 
to  vote  for  the  election  of  Wilkinson  Call,  and  with  the  fact  well  known 
that  the  people  of  the  State,  whether  Democrats,  Bepublicans,  or  Pop- 
ulists, were  almost  unanimous  for  his  election,  yet,  when  the  legislature 
assembled,  they  were  able,  through  the  influence  of  their  newspapers, 
free  transportation,  free  barrooms,  free  gambling  houses,  women  of  bad 
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repute,  open  bribery  and  corrnption,  to  influence  numbers  of  the  mem- 
bers chosen  to  vote  for  him  to  vote  either  against  him  or  for  some  person 
&vorable  to  their  interests  and  designated  by  them,  and,  finally,  to 
obtain  the  cooperation  of  some  of  the  persons  claiming  to  be  his  chief 
supporters. 

Your  memorialists  submit  that  it  is  within  the  power  of  Congress  to 
enact  such  laws  as  will  forbid,  under  the  pain  of  severe  punishment, 
persons  engaged  in  the  interstate  commerce  from  attempting  to  influ- 
ence or  control  the  elections  of  a  State.  To  the  end  that  such  laws 
may  be  enacted  and  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  may  know 
who  are  guilty  and  who  innocent  of  these  crimes,  and  the  truth  or  false- 
hood of  these  statements  be  obtained,  your  memorialists  pray  that  a 
committee  of  the  Senate  or  Congress  shall  be  appointed  to  investigate 
and  reiK>rt  on  the  truth  of  the  statements  herein  made;  and,  lurtber, 
to  report  such  legislation  as  will  be  an  adequate  remedy  against  a  pub- 
lic evU  which,  if  unabated,  will  ultimately  destroy  the  Kepnblic  and 
the  liberties  of  the  people  with  it,  and  presently  degrade  the  character 
of  its  great  tribunals — ^legislative,  judicial,  and  executive. 

BowEN  Shepabd, 
Member  of  the  House. 

I  was  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  legislature  of 
Florida  of  1897,  and  present  at  the  election  of  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  within  my  knowledge  that  bribery,  prostitution,  and  free  saloons 
were  used  to  defeat  the  election  of  Wilkinson  Call.  The  barrooms 
were  free  to  his  opponents.  An  open  gambling  room  was  maintained. 
Persons  who  were  known  to  be  tbere  for  the  purpose  of  buying  mem- 
bers to  vote  against  Mr.  Call  were  brought  from  difl'erent  parts  of  the 
State,  and  it  was  known  to  everyone  that  money  would  be  paid  to  per- 
tSons  to  \ote  eitber  directly  or  indirectly  against  him.  Women  of  dis- 
reputable pursuits  were  engaged  in  soliciting  votes  against  him. 

M.  L.  Linton, 
Member  of  House  from  Madison  County. 

1  was  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  legislature  of 
Florida  of  lb97,  and  present  at  the  election  of  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  within  my  knowledge  that  bribery,  prostitution,  and  free  saloons 
were  used  to  defeat  the  election  of  Wilkinson  Call.  The  barrooms 
were  free  to  his  opponents.  An  open  gambling  room  was  maintained. 
Persons  who  were  known  to  be  tbere  for  the  ])urpose  of  buying  mem- 
bers to  vote  against  Mr.  Call  were  brougbt  from  difl'erent  parts  of  the 
State,  and  it  was  known  to  everyone  that  money  would  be  paid  to  per- 
sons eitber  to  vote  directly  or  indirectly  against  bim.  Women  of  dis- 
reputable pursuits  were  engaged  in  soliciting  votes  against  bim. 

B.  A.  Wilson. 

o 
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